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po R EF A, CE. 


HE fubjects'of our Britith and Foreign Hiftory 

are daily becoming more interefting. The 

prefent commotions in France and other parts of the 
continent feem to promife, if not unexpectedly coun- 
teracted, to afford an zra in hiftory at leaft as confider- 
able as that of the Reformation. They have ac- 
cordingly engaged our utmoit attention. We have 
not pafied them flightly over, as we might have 
done, but have endeavoured, with all the accuracy 
in our power, to trace in the preceding events the 
caufes of the prefent fituation of our Gallic neigh- 
bours. Our hiftory has therefore proceeded with 
a flower, but we hope with not a lefs fatisfaCtory ftep. 
Our next Volume, which fhall {peedily follow, will 
prefent the continuation of Frenchaffairs, the tranf- 
actions of Germany and Holland, and ‘the firft divi- 


fion of the prefent Turkifh war, 


The Hiftory of Knowledge and Tafte has not, in 
the prefent year, afforded a very {plendid feries of 


materials ; but regularity and meafure are the objects 
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of our undertaking; and he, that would ftudy a 
painting’ from nature, muft be contented to accom- 


pany the light with the fhade. } 


The publications of the year 1788 have fome of ; 
them been fingularly important and honourable to | 
our country. The merit of our compatriots has 
kindled our zeal for their fame, and it is hoped, that, 
both in our Hiftory of Literature, and ftill more in 
the extracts we have given, the amufement and in- 
formation of the reader will be proportionable, 
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N the two laft volumes of the New Annual Regifter, 
the Literary Hiftory of each period has been confined 
within the bounds of a fingle reign. But the government 
of the two immediate fucceffors of Henry the Eighth 
comprehended fo fmall a number of years, that we fhall 
unite them into one Article. Even thus united, the mate- 
rials will not be very copious: and if, on this account, we 
fhould be fomewhat fhorter in our narrative than we have 
hitherto been, or if the narrative itfelf fhould be lefs in- 
terefting or entertaining, ample compenfation will be made 
when we come to the reigns of fubfequent princes. 
Though the grand work of the reformation from popery 
was begun by Henry the Eighth, we have already feen that 
it was far from being completed. The fupremacy of the 
Roman pontiff was, indeed abolifhed, and alterations fa- 
vourable to the Proteftant religion were occafionally intro- 
duced, But thefe alterations were very precarious and va 
riable, depending upon the caprice of the king, who re- 
tained to the laft his predilection for the dogtrines of the 
178%. a church 
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church of Rome, and never gave up its moft abfurd te- 
nets, efpecially that of tranfubftantiation. . 

The reign of his fucceflor opened with every circum- 
{tance that could be aufpicious to the progrefs of the re- 
formation. His education was conducted by men who 
were zealoufly attached to that caufe. All his early 
impreffions were in its favour; and thefe were ftrengthened, 
jn a particular manner, by his uncle, Edward Seymour, 
duke of Somerfet, who became lord protector, and had, 
for fome time, almoft the fole direétion of the young prince 
ant his government. ‘This’ nobleman was _poficfied of 
various qualifications for carrying on and completing the 
changes in religion. He was enlightened in his under- 
ftanding above moft.of the great men of his day; and 
the popularity of his character rendered it the more eafy 
to him to fucceed in the execution of his intentions. 

One of the firft things that paved the way for a far- 
ther advanceiwnent in reformation, was the connivance of 
the council at the voluntary removal, in fome places, of 
images from the eburches, and-at the freedom with which 
the propriety of faying mailes for departed fouls began to 
be examined. This, however, was only preparatory to 
the defign that was foon formed by government of proceed- 
ing to more decifive meafures. Accordingly, fome fteps of 
great confequence were now taken. To fupply the defects 
of the incumbents of the parithes, who for the moft part 
were extremely ignorant, twelve homilies were drawn up 
for the inftruétion of the people, and fuch books were pro- 
vided as might lead them into the better underftanding of 
the Scriptures. It was refolved, in particular, that every 
parifh church in Fngland, together with the Bible, fhould be 
furnifhed with Eratmus’s Paraphraie of the New Teftament, 
which was tranflated into Englith for the purpoft. Befides 
this, it was appointed, that the moft eminent preachers that 
could be found*fhould be fent over the kingdom, to in- 
ftruct the nation in the principles of religion. 

What enabled the duke of Somerfet to proceed with 
greater facility inthe profecution of his defigns for the en- 
tire emancipation of the people. of England from popery, 
was the.glory he had acquired in Scotland, where, neat 
Maitlelburg, he had obtained a fienal victory over the army 
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ef that country. On the meeting of the Parliament, a 
few weeks after this event, the caufe of the reformation 
was vigoroufly purfued : and the firft act which was paffed 
was highly to the honour of the legiflators, By this a& 
the fevere penalties of {ome former laws were repealed, both 
with refpect to civil and religious matters, arid a larger 
{cope was allotted to the human mind, in it’s enquitics af- 
tertruth, The next bill related to the communion, which 
was appointed to be adminiftered in both kinds, in oppo- 
fition to two abuses that had crept into the church ; the de- 
nial of the cup to the laity, and the prieft’s communicat- 
ing alone. All private maffes were, likewife, abolifhed ; 
and other, meafures were adopted or propofed, tending to 
correct the fuperftitious worthip and praétices of the age. 
_. Such were the,tranfactions of the firft year after, the ,ac- 
ceflion of king Edward the Sixth. Early in the fucceed= 
ing year, thete,was-a genera] removal of images; and a 
committee of bifhops and divines was appointed, to exaé 
mine the offices of the church, ‘This appointment was pro- 
duétive of anew communion fervice, and took away the fu- 
peritition of auricular confeffion, A catechifm was next 
framed, ‘by, Cranmer alone, for the full inftruétion of young 
perfons in the grounds of the Chriftian religion...” The way 
being thus, prepared for farther alterations, the committee 
before mentioned, applied themfelves to a géheral \reform* 
ation of all the church offices; -and it was refélved’that’a 
new liturgy fhoyld be compofed for the ufé of the public. 
It was not.without oppofition that fo important a change in 
the religious worfhip, of the nation was effected! but no- 
thing could withftand the growing fpirit of enquiry, 
fupported; by the zeal with which the duke’ of Somer- 
fet, Cranmer, and other leading men, were animated 
on this great, occafion. 
When the Parliament met in the latter end of the year, 
the firft bill that was paffed, was an act to permit the mare 
riage of the clargy. This was followed by a legal confirm- 


¢ | o 
ation; of the liturgy that had lately been compofed, and 


by providing for the exercife of pfalm finging in the devo- 


tion of the Church. So generally was the new fervice res 
ceived, that no complaints againft it were returned from 
any corner of the kingdom. There can be no doubt but 
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that large numbers of people mutt have been fecretly averfe 
to it: neverthelefs, fuch was the flexibility of the minds 
of men at that time, that they fubmitted, without appa- 


rent hefitation, to what was enjoined by public authority. ° 


The Lady Mary was the only perfon who continued to have 
mafs faid at her houfe ; and to this practice fhe fteadily ad- 
hered, notwithftanding the remonftrance, and even the or- 
ders, of the council to the contrary. | , 
Hitherto the reformation had been. principally confined 
to matters of difcipline and worfhip : but im 1549 doctrines 
came to be examined, and, pafticularly the grand queftion, 
concerning the manner of Chrift’s prefence in the Sacrament. 
Public difputations were held upon the fubject, both at 
Oxford and Cambridge, and the contention was carried on 
with fufficient zealand acrimony. The refule of the enqui- 
ty, though not in the prefent year, was the exefufion of tran- 
fubftanriation from the belief of the Englifh chusch. 
Whilft the various opinions, that had lone been generak 
ly prevalent, were thus azdently called in queftion, thre true 
nature and {pirit of religious liberty were little underftood. 
People were to goas far as the fads of the’'Church and 
State dictated, but no farther. At this time fe¥eral of the 
perfons who went under the mame of Amabaptifts had 
found their way into Fngland, and had made converts. 
Some of them not only rejected the practice of infant bap- 
tifm, but denied the dottrine of the Trinity. One of them, 
gran Bocher, commonly called. Joan of Kent, could not 
¢ prevailed upon, by anv folicitations or threatenings, to 
renounce her opinions; and the confequence of this. was, 
that fhe was publicly burnt. The fame fate, upon the 
fame account, attended George Van Pare, a Dutchman, 
two years after. The young king was the only perfon who 
diiplayed right fentiments with regard to the treatment ot 
reputed heretics. When he was moved to fign the war- 
rant for the execution of Joan Bocher, he could not for a 
long time be prevailed upon tedoit. To burn any on ac- 
-sount of their confciences, he faid, was too much like the 
conduct that had been condemned in the Papifts. Cran- 
amex was employed in the wretched tafk of overcoming his 
smajgfty’s fcruples on this occafion; and, at length, he 
ym far faccecded, as to prevail apon the king to fign. tite 
> war- 
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warrant. But when he did fet hie hand to it, it was with 
tears in his eyes; and he told the archbifhop, that, fince 
he acted in fubmiffion to his authority, he thould aniwer 
for itto God. With this resxonftrance Cranmer was deep- 
ly affected ; and he would gladly have prevented the wo- 
man’s execution, had not her pertinacious adherence to het 
fentiments been deemed fuch a criminal obftinacy as pre- 
cluded the exercife of mercy, 

It was expected that the fall of the duke of Somerfet 
would have retarded the progrefs of the reformation, and 
the votaries of the See of Rome rejoiced in that expeéta- 
tion; but their hopes were difappointed. Edward the Sixth 
was fo firmly grounded in the principles of the Proteftant 
religion, that nothing could abate his zeal for them; and 
there was nosther way of fecuring his favour than by con- 
curring in fuch farther meafures as were neceffary to com- 
plete the abolition of Popery. The earl of Warwick, 
therefore, afterwards duke of Northumberland, who, 
perhaps, fecretly wifhed well to the Romith church, but 
who, in fact, was governed by no other views than thofe of 
mntereft and ambition, determined fully to comply with the 
king’s inclinations. Accordingly, he entered into the 
fcheme of religious alterations, with an ardour feemingly 
fuperior to that which had been exercifed by the duke of 
Somerfet. A new office tor ordinations was appointed; the 
common prayer book was reviewed, and rendered more 
perfect ; and the articles of religion were prepared, In 
this laft refpect, our reformers went far beyond the line 
which wifdom and reafon could warrant. It would have 
been mere confiftear with the true foundarions of Protef- 
cantifm to have made the facred writings the only objec of - 
fubfcriptiog ; and it was arrogant and cruel, jn the dawn of 
light and knowledge, to control the underftanding, and to 
harrafs the confcjence of future ages. In 1552, the new 
fervice of the church received the fanction of parliament ; 
and thus was the reformation fixed nearly on the fame plan 
on which it now fubfifts, fo fay as its legal eftablifhment in 
this country is concerned, We fay, {fo tar as its legal efta- 
blithment in this country is concerned : for it is impoffible, 
and, if it were poflible, it would bg unreafcnable, to reftrain 
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the opinions of men within the narrow boundaries which 

were prefcribed by our anceftors above two centuries ago, 
The important, and, upon the whole, the highly valua- 
ble alterations in religion which had been introduced in the 
reign of Edwatd the Sixth, foon met with a melancholy in- 
terruption, and a temporary overthrow. By the prema- 
ture death of that excellent young prince, the crown de, 
volved to the Lady Mary, a moftbigotted devotee to the 
See of Rome. She had, as far as in her lay, ftrongly op- 
pofed, in her brother’s life-time, every deviation from Po- 
pery ; and fhe brought with her to the throne not only her 
inveterate fentiments and prejudices in favour of that fyf- 
tem of doctrine and worfhip, but a mind fharpened with a 
fenfe of her mother’s fufferings, and aggravated by the 
fournefs and fuperftition of her own temper. From fuch 
a character the worft cffeéts were to be apprehended, and 
by fuch a character the worft effects were realized. To re- 
duce the nation to the obedience of the Roman Pontiff was 
her grand object, and it reflects no fmall difgrace on the an- 
nals of our country, that fhe could find parliaments who 
were readily fubiervient toher views. The members of the 
legiflature only hefirated where their immediate intereft, 
as in the cafe of the reftitution of church-lands, was con- 
cerned. At firft the queen declared, that fhe would put no 
force upon the coniciences of men: but this was a declara- 
tion which was {peedily forgotten, Soon after the meeting 
of Parliament, all the acts that had paffed in Edward the 
Sixth’s reign for the eftablifhment of the reformed religion, 
were folen:nly repealed ; and it was provided, by a particu- 
far ftatute, that no prieft fhould be molefted or dilquieted 
“#for difcharging the offices of the church, as they ftood in 
the laft year of king Henry the Eighth. Her majefty’s next 

concern was to treat about a reconciliation with the bifho 
of Rome; and this was followed by a total rejection of the 
Jate fervice, and the fetting up of the mafs in every part of 
the kingdom. An awful prognoftic of the fpirit of the 
times was the introduction of a bill for the revival of the 
Jaws againift herely, though for the prefenr it was laid afide. 
Upon the reverfal of cardinal Pole’s attainder, and his re- 
turn ro England with & legatine power from the Roman 
Pontiff, the lords and commons prefented an humble peti- 
tion 
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tion to the legate, declaring their forrow for all the paft pro- 
ceedings againit the pope, and earneftly praying for abfo- 
lution. Accordingly, abtolution was with great folemnity 
pronounced by the cardinal, in the prefence of Philip and 
Mary, and of the whole court; and, apparently, with the 
higheft fatistaction and joy to the public. After fuch a ttep, 
a bill for the repeal of certain acts, made againft the fupre- 
macy of the See of Rome followed of courlfe. Nay, {o ar- 
dent was the zeal in the caufe of popery, that the laws 
againft herely were now revived with fuccets ; and the revi- 
val of them, which originated in the houfe of conimons, 
was agreed to by the lords without a fingle contradicting 
vote. Such was the attachment of the queen to the Romith 
claims, that fhe refolved to reftore all the church- lands that 
were in the poffeffion of the crown; and the tendernefs of 
her conicience would not permit her to take the tenths and 
firft-fruits of the {piritual benefices of the clergy. In the 
ardour of her folicitude for the converfion of fouls, fhe even 
formed a defign of fetting up the inquifition in England, 
The only one ‘of her acting Prelates, who, amidit all thefe 
proceedings, dilplayed any kind of moderation, was cardis 
nal Pole. He was favourable to the reform of the church, 
fo far as related to manners and difcipline ; and it is conadih 
able, that he would not hearken to a propofition that was 
made to him, of bringing the Jefuits into this country. 
Though the inquifition did not obtain an eftablifhment in 
the kingdom, all the feverities were exercifed againft the 
Proteftants that could have been practifed by that horrid 
tribunal. Not to mention othcr cruclties, it is computed, 
that, in the {pace of three ye ars, two hundred and feven- 
ty-feven perions were burnt at the ftake, tor their aaherence 
to their religious principles. ‘This is a moft dreadful fea- 
ture inthe character of the age. We need not fay how low 
muft have been the ftate of true Knowledge, how little the 
Chrittian tpiric was underflood, and how far ‘the nation was 
removed from any liberality of fentiment, when fuch bar- 
barities could take place in England, on account: of differ- 
ences in religious opinion. Happily , no era {fo dreadful has 
ever fucceeded: and yet it was a long time before perfeeu- 
tion ceafed to ercé& her ftandard amongtt us. Too many in- 
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{tances of her prevalence will continue to occur in the annals 
of Britain, 

it was not to England alone that the grand difputes con- 
cerning the reformation were confined. They were carried 
on with the utmoft vehemence in Scotland. There were 
great agitations in that country, at the period we are treats 
ing of, anda violent {pirit was exerted on both fides. The 
abettors of the church of Rome did not fail to call in per- 
fecution to theic aid; but this, perhaps, gave additional 
fireneth to the caule they wifhed to deftroy. The reform- 
crs increated, and the conteft ended, as we fhall hereafter 
jec, in the complete over-throw of whatever had the leaft 
appearance of popery. When we fay this, we muft except 
a perfecucing difpofition ; which long adhered to thole who 
aituned the name of proteftants, and who did not learn, by 
their own fuiterings, the wifdom and juftice of toleration. 


Whilf fuch important queftions in theology engaged the 
attention of men, the divines who diftinguithed themfelves 
by their writings mutt of courfe be numerous ; and the pe- 
culiar objects of their ftudy would be the points which at 
that time were fo flrongly and warmly agitated. On each 
fide, too much ftrefs was laid on the opinions of the fathers; 
and the popifh doctors relied greatly on the aid of the fchool- 
men. The tavourers of the reformation, though retaining a 
high reverence for antiquity, found it their true intereft to 
make their laft appeal to the facred writings. Indeed, the 
authority of Scripture is the grand principle on which Pro- 
teftontifm ts founded ; and it is to be wifhed that this prin- 
ciple had been more uniformly and fteadily maintained. 

It would carry us too far, were we to mention all the div 
vines h.t made tome figure at this pe:iod. We fhall, there- 
fore, confine ourfelves to a few names, beginning with 
thoie of the popith perfuafion. 

Kdmund Bonner, bifhop of London, is known more as 
a perfecutor than asa {cholar, though he was by no means 
deftitute of abilities, ora ftranger to the learning of the 
times. His character and conduét were, however, fo odi- 
ous and fo cruel, that his memory only deferves to be con- 
figned to indignation and abhorrence. 

Stephen Gardiner, bishop of Wincheftcr, though pof- 
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{effing a certain degree of reputation jn literature, was 
chiefly diftinguifhed as a ftate{man. Subtle, variable, and 
occafionally bending with the times, he ftill was wholly 
averfe to the Meigs of the reformation; and when queen 
Mary raifed him to the higheft offices of the ftate, his 
whole power was exerted for the deftruétion of the Protef- 
tant religion. Whilft, in king Edward’s reign, he was a 
prifoner in the Tower, he employed his pen in vindication of 
the popith do¢trine of the facrament, 

Cuthbert Tonftail, bifhop of Durham, appears to have 
been fuperior to Gardiner in learning, and he greatly ex- 
ceeded him in character. Though he was fincerely attach- 
ed to the Romith fyftem, that attachment was accompanied 
with moderation. His humanity and beneficence were 
univerfally acknowledged. Such eminent perfonal merit 
as this prelate poflefled adorned the high ftation to which 
he was raifed, and preferved the luftre of his reputation, 
when he was deprived of his external honours. 

Feckenham, the laft abbot ot Weftminiter, may deferve 
to be noticed, as his talents for difputation were efteemed 
to be fo confiderable, that he was employed to convert the 
lady Jane Gray to the profeflion of popery. It is no de- 
traction from his abilities that he did not fucceed; for he 
had the united difadvantages of a bad caufe and a powerful 
antagonift. ‘The accomplifhed young lady was too hard for 
the divine. Feckenham, though he was zealous for his 
religion, and had been chaplain to Bonner, did not poffefs 
the cruel difpofitions of that odious prelate, but is repre- 
fented as having been a charitable and benevolent man. 

The principal glory of the Popifh party io this period 
was cardinal Pole. Illuftrious by birth, eminent in the 
fcholattic literature of the times, and, indeed, related to 
the royal family, he was naturally placed by queen Mary at 
the head of the Englifh church. His zeal for the Romith 
fyftem was great; but that Zeal.was, in a very confiderable 
degree, tempered with moderation, He withed to fuftain 
the Catholic caufe, as far as poffible, by mild and gentle 
methods; and he was generally beloved for the benignity of 
his character, and the modefty and humanity of his de- 
portment. If he does not ftand totally exempt from. the 
charge of perfecution, that is to be afcribed not to his own 
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temper, but to the rigid and narrow fpirit of the times, 
Such were his talents, amd tuch his virtues, that if his life, 
and that of the queen, had been continued for a number of 
years, popery might have been eftablithed fo firmly in the 
kingdom, as not eafily to be fhaken. 

On the Proreftant fide, there was a {trong phalanx of di- 
vines, who had a noble caufe to fupport; the caufe, ina 
great meafure, of Chriftian liberty: and the fyftem they ¢e- 
fended, though at a vait diftance from perfection, was, in 
many important refpects, far more confonant than that of 
the Romifh church to reafon and Scripture. We cannot 
avoid taking fome notice of Hugh Latimer, bifhop of 
Worcefter, who, though not equal in learning to fome of 
his brethren, was diftinguifhed by the integrity and fimpli- 
city of his character, and by a certain degree of good fente, 
which pervaded his conduct. He was celebrated as a 
preacher, and he ufed a freedom of addreis even to the 
king in perfon, that now raifes a {mile, but which at the 
fame time, excites our approbation, and was rot without 
its utility, in anage of little refinement, Jt is remarkable 
likewile, that his fermons are not upon {peculative, but 
upon moral and practical fubjects. Latimer behaved with 
fincular wifdom on a very trying occafion, when he was 
called upon to debate his religion, previoufly te bis mar- 
tyrdom. ‘he authority of the fathers being urged, fome 
of whonr fpeak of the facrament of the Lord’s Supper in 
a Jangaage uncommonly figurative, his anfwer was, * [ 
‘© Jay no ftrefs upon the fathers, except when they lay ¢ 
© ftre(s on Scripture.” 

Richard Cox, who in queen Elizabeth’s reign became 
bifhop of Ely, was another pillar of the reformation at 
‘this period, His abilities were fuperior to thofe ef Lati- 
mer, but his difpofition does not appear to have been 


equally amiable. -Though he had been perfecuted him- 


felf, he was not, when he arrived at power, fufficiently 
fenfible of the regard which is due to the rights of con- 
Acience in others. However, on the whole, he was deemed 


to be a wife, as well as.a jearned prelate, 


John Hooper, bifhop of Worcefter, was an. avowed 
enemy to the church of Rome, and he carried -his.zeal fo 
‘far as to obieet even to the veitments which had been in 
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ufe among the ecclefiaftics of that church. In this.refpec& 
he may be thought to have been too fcrupulous. But 
however that may have been, he was undoubtedly not 
only a man of unfhaken integrity, which he difplayed by 
dying for the caufe he had embraced,. but poflefled a con- 
fiderable fhare of knowledge with regard to the controver- 
fies of the times. 

Of higher reputation in point of literature was Nicholas 
Ridley, bifhop of London. He was, indeed, one of the 
moft eminent lights of the reformation, and contributed 
much to the promotion of it, both by his perfonal ex- 
ertions and his writings. Hooper and Ridley had differed 
about the popith veitments ; but when they became bre- 
thren in diftreis, they forgot their former objeéts of dif- 
pute, and united in fraternal affection, It 1s fearcely ne- 
ceflary to add, rhat Ridley, as well as Latimer, Hooper, 
and Cranmer, was burnt for his adherence to the Proteft- 
ant religion. 

In mentioning the name of Cranmer, we come to the 
moit illuftrious of our rctormers, and the moft eminent 
archbifhop that ever fat in the fee of Canterbury. The 
obligations of this country to him, with refpect to its 
f{eparation from the fupremacy of the Roman pontiff, are 
of unfpeakable importance. It was chiefly under his di- 
rection that the reformation was carried fo far in Edward 
the Sixth’s reign, Cranmer was not without his faults; 
but his virtues were fo tranfcendently fuperior to his fail- 
ings, that the latter ought to be forgotten, excepting 


_ 
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when they are recollecicd in order to inftruct us-in ‘the 
imperfection of the higheft human excellence. His lite- 
rary character rifles greatly above that of tar the larger 
part of his contemporaries. ‘* In whatever point of light,” 
fays his lateft biographer, ‘* we view this extraordinary 
‘* man, he is equally the object of our admiration. - His 
«* induftry and attention were aftonithing. When we 
** confider him as a fcholar, his learning was fo profound, 
‘© and the treatifes which he wrote were fo numerous,. that 
‘© we cannot conceive he had any time for bufinefs. . And 
«© yet when we confider the various {cenes of active life in 
‘* which he was engaged—in the council =in the-convo- 
*¢ cation—in the parliament—in his diocefe—and even in 
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«° his own houfe, where he had a conftant refort of learned 
« men, or fuitors, we are furprized how he procured 
* time for ftudy. He never indeed would have gone 
« through his daily employment, had he not been the 
“. beft aeconemift of his time.—His learning was chiefly 
‘¢ confined to his profeffion. He had applied himfelf in 
«« Cambridge to the ftudy of the Greek and Hebrew lan- 
** guages; which, though efteemed at that time as.a 
o Sark of herefy, appeared to him the only fources of 
** attaining a critical Lnsiibehee of the Scriptures. He 
«s had fo accurately ftudied canon law, that he was ef- 
*: teemed the beft canonifl in England; and his read- 
«* ing in theology was fo extenfive, and his collections 
“¢ from the fathers fo very voluminous, that there were 
«¢ few points in which he was not accurately informed, and 
*¢ on which he could not give the opinions of the feveral 
¢* ages of the church from the times of the apoftles, 
<« His parts were folid, rather than fhining ; and his me- 
«© mory fuch, that it might be called an index to the 
*¢ books he had read, and the colle€tions he had made. 
«© He was a fenfible writer; rather nervous than elegant, 
«« His writings were entirely confined to the great contro- 
« verfy which then fubfifted, and contain the whole fum of 
«¢ the theological learning of the times.”* Such was arch- 
bifhop Cranmer’s literary character. We might juftly en- 
Jarge on the virtues of his heart ; but that is a fubjeét which 
more properly belongs to a general account of his life. 
There were two foreign divines who refided for fome 
time in England during this period, and who contributed to 
the progrefs of the reformation. Thefe were Peter Mar-- 
tyr and Martin Bucer. Peter Martyr was appointed pro- 
feffor of divinity at Oxford, and promoted to a canonry 
of Chrift-church. Bucer was fettled at Cambridge, where 
he read lectures in theology, and at which place he died. 
It was the influence of Cranmer that brought them into 
this kingdom; and both of them were men of eminent 
learning, zeal, and ability. Bucer, in particular, ftands 
high in the lift of the original reformers from popery, 


-and 1s: ranked with Melanéthon for the moderation of his 


principles, and the fweetnefs of his difpofition. 
| , We 


* Gilpin. 





OF KNOWLEDGE, &e. xiii 


We have dwelt the longer on the ftate of religious 
knowledge during the reigns we are treating of, becaufe 
it is the capital circumftance A the delineation of the 
times. Such was the fituation of things, shat theology 
neceflarily engaged the principal attention of men. In- 
deed, the rife and progrefs of the reformation, in the 
different countries of Europe, muft ever be regarded ag 
prefenting one of the moft important and ftriking objects 
that hath occurred in the revolutions of the human mind, 
and the hiflory of the world. 


With refpect to the progrefs of government, we have 
the pleafure of recording, that the minority of Edward 
the Sixth was attended with an eminent advantage to the 
rights of the nation. The council of nobles, to whom 
the adminiftration was committed, found it neceffary to 
retrench all the late extenfions of prerogative. That 
effenfive ftatute was repealed, by which royal proclama- 
tions had, in any cafe, obtained the force of laws; and 
ether innovations were abolifhed which had proceeded 
from the extraordinary influence of Henry the Eighth. 
The conftitution, as it had ftood previoufly to the daring at- 
tempts of that haughty monarch, was completely reftored. 

Some attention was at this time paid to the condition of 
the poor. Three bills for their relief were brought into 
parliament, and warmly debated ; but the feafon was not 
yet arrived for that legal provifion for the indigent, which 
is an object of importance in the hiftory of Englith law, 
and has been the occafion of much {peculation, difcuffion, 
and controverfy. 

It was in the reign of Edward the Sixth that the quef- 
tion was determined, whether the eldeft fons of peers 
might fit in the houfe of commons. Sir Francis Ruffel 
having become heir-apparent to lord Ruffel, by the death 
of his elder brother, it was refolved, after a debate, 
«© That he fhould ftill abide in the hotfe as he was before.” 

The true conftitution of parliament, and that inde- 
pendence upon the crown which ought to be maintained 
in the choice of reprefentatives, were {ftill- fo little under- 
ftood, that a letter was difé&ed from the king to the the- 
riffs, commanding, that fuch members fhould be elected, 
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as the privy-couritil fhould recommend. This order wag 
followed by another Jetter, pointing out particular per- 
fons to be chofen for feveral of the counties. There is 
reafon to believe, that this mode of proceeding was ex- 
erted bythe privy-council through the greater. part of 
the kingdom; Queen Mary affumed the fame liberty, 
when fhe fuceceeded to the:throne. Her orders were, that 
none but catholic reprefentatives fhould be returned. In 
the beginning of her reign, fome advantage was gained to 
the caufe of perfonal freedom, by an act for the iimitation 
of treafon and felonies. It was ordained by this act, that 
nothing fhould be judged treafon, but what was was with- 
in. the ftatute of treafons made in the 25th of .king Edward 
theThird, and that nothing fhould be judged felony that was 
not £9 before the firft year of Henry the Fighth: but this 
apparent lenity was clogged with a fevere provifo, and was 
very little correfpondent to Mary’s fubfequent tranfactions. 

A very, remarkable circumftance happened in the fecond 
parliament which met in 1554; and that was, the voluntary 
feceffion of fome members of the houfe of cammons, who 
actually left the houfe, when they faw the majority inclined 
to facrifige ‘every thing to the miniftry. -Nothing of the 
kind had ever occurred before in our hiftory, The members 
who took this extraordinary ftep were thirty-feven in num- 
ber. Itis only in a very few inftances that the fame exam- 
ple has been followed ; and we do not recollect that, in any 
cafe, it has been attended with much fucceds. 

The difgraceful reign of Mary was concluded by an at- 
tempt upon the liberty of the prefs.” A bill was introduced 
nto the houfe of lords, to provide, that no man fhould 
print arty book or ballad, &c. unlefs he were authorized 
thereunto by the king and queen’s licence, under the great 
feal of England. By her majefty’s death, the farther pro- 
ere($ of the bill was happily prevented. It is apparent 
from this tranfaction, that the art of printing, though com- 
‘paratively of fuch recent origin, had already difplayed its 
tendency to enlighten the minds of the people on fubjects 
of public concern, and that hence it was become obnoxious 
to goverimment. 

There were not many perfons, in this period,, who ftand 


highly dittingzuithed for their conflitutional and legal know- 


ledge. 








OF KNOWLEDGE, &c. xy 


Yedge. The names, howevet,; are'not wanting of -feveral 
men who wrote upon the law of their country. Two of 
thefe were William Raftal, and fir William Stauntord, 
judges of the courtof common pleas. Chriftopher Seint- 
german, an eoinent barrifter, and the author of a book of 
confiderat!e note, which is commonly known by. the title of 
<¢ Doctor and Student,” ought to have been mentioned un- 
der the reign of Henry the Eighth, | 
% 


The knowledge of philofophy, both naoral and natural, 
was ftill at che loweft ebb. In mathematical fcience two 
names may be mentioned; Robért Recorde, and Leonard 
Digges. Each of them attained to fome degree of cele- 
brity in his day; the firft, by writing on arithinetic and gee 
ometry ;;and the other, by treating on menfuration. Digs 
ges publithed, likewile, ‘* Choice Rules to judge the Wea- 
ther: by the Sun, Moon, and Stars ;”” a work that had, pro- 
bably, more of fancy than of real witdom; but.which, 
neverthelefs was fo well adapted to the {pirit of the ‘times, 
that it prefently patied through feveral editions, 

Some of the medical writerspoken of in the laft article 
continued to flourith in the prefent period; and other names 
may now be added to the catalogue. ‘Thomas Vicary de- 
ferves to be remembered, as the author of the fisit: anato- 
mical piece written intheinglifa language. Robert Recorde 
was a phyfician, as wellas a mathematician, and publithed 
a treatife in the: former capacity... Albayn Hill was.a:com- 
mentator on Galen; and William Turner paid:a particu- 
lar, attention to the ftudy of natural hittory; nor.did he 
ftand fingle in that purfuit. » ‘Thomas Phayer futtained the 
three-fold character of poet, lawyer, and phyfician; but 
his medical writings are little more than compilations. We 
need not fay, that, in the'prefent improved ftate of fcience, 
the works of thefe pertons-are altogether contemptible and 
infienificant, and that they are fearcely of ,confequence 
enough to excite even a temporary curiofity. 


- In claffical and polite literature, we have three names to 
produce, of moft diftinguifhed eminence; fir John Cheke, 
fir Thomas Smith, and.Roger Afcham ; on each of; whofe 
abilitics and charagter, did: it. comport ..with .our 
plan, 
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lan, we might greatly enlarge. Among other obliga 

fons to fir John Chelce,’ the vearnei world is highly aeons 

ed to him, for bringing the Greek language into repute, 
and for his endeavours to reform and reftore the true and 
original pronunciation of that language, In this matter, 
he was violently oppofed by Stephen Gardiner, bifhop of 
Winchefter, and chancellor of the univerfity of Cambridge, 
The bigotted prelate iffued an edict by which all perfons 
were prohibited, under fevere penalties, from pronouncing 
Greek after the new fafhion. Sir John unanfwerably vin- 
dicated the mode of pronunciation which he had adopted, 
and the truth at length prevailed. His favourite authors 
were Demofthenes, Xenophon, Plato, Ariftotle, Ifocrates, 
and Cicero. Thefe, together with the Bible, and a few 
more books, were fufficient, in his judgment, to render 
a man fubftantially learned, and, at the fame time, to 
make him wife and good, which he efteemed to be the 
true end of learning. Sir John Cheke can never be men- 
tioned with too much refpect, as one of the firft intro- 
ducers of genuine literature into this country ; and the 
age he lived in was otherwife obliged to him for his writ- 


ings in favour of religion and religious reformation. In 


a plan of innovation which he had formed with regard to 
the orthegraphy of the Englith language, he was neither fo 
happy nor fo fuccefsful as he had been in reftoring the pro- 
nunciation of the Greek and Latin tongues: The fcheme 
was not cafily practicable, and, if ir had been more prac- 
ticable, would not have been defirable. 

Sir Thomas Smith was a zealous co-adjutor of fir John 
Cheke in the bufinefs of the Greek pronunciation. They ad- 
jufted the plan in conjun@tion, and fir Thomas was the 
firt who began to carry it into execution. He wrote, like- 
wife, with great learning and ability, in vindication of that 
reform. His attention was alfo direéted to his native lan- 
guage, which he was folicitous to refine and to polifh. A 
treatile was publifhed by him, the objeét of which was 
to promote the correct writing of the Englith tongue, and 
the true toundings of the letters and intel: If he carried 
the matter to fome degree of excefs, and propofed altera- 
tions that would not be productive of much advantage, he 
has only-erred in common with othér ingenious and learned 
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men. Sir Thomas Smith’s fa mous work, on the common- 


wealth ot Ln; ae and, belongs tothe re on ol aucen I hZabeth2 


In the praife of Roger Afcham, as a polite and claffical 
fcholar, it is not eafy to exceed. His Latin letters are ad- 
mirable patterns of ftyle in that {pecies of writing; and he 
was an excellent comp ofer in his own tongue. , Sir Thomas 
More excepted, he was perhaps the firft of our {cholars 
who ventured to break the fhackles of JLatinity, 
by publithing his meager S in Englih. This he did 
with a view of giving a pur and correct model of Ene lith 
compofition, or rather of th wing how a fubject might be 
treated with grace and propriety in Englith as well as in La- 
tin. His Vindication of his conduct, in ayn fo 
ereat an innovation, difplays the foundnefs and ttreneth * 
his underftandii iv. Dr. Tohafo n oblerves of Roger Alch, 111 

that his philological learning would hav« - eained him ‘Phe 
nour in any country; and that among us it may juitly call 
for that reverence which all nations owe to thote who firft 
rouze them from ignorance, and kindle among them the 
light of literature. It was an initructive He e Rimeb le trait 
in his literary character, that he loft no time in the peruial 
of mean and unprofitable books. 


[In the fhort period to which we are confined. we do not 
meer with a fingle Eiftorian Or Ant quar WhO 1‘ worryy oft 


lian . ‘oO ‘ 1, } . ' 

particular not: ce ° and therefor ec we pre Col a to the itate o- 

, > . Deas p wal = ' , 

Poctry, which by no means afiumes fo Ipiendid an appear 
y d t 


ance as it has done in fome former Articles. ‘The poctical 
annals of Fdward the Sixth are marked with metrical trant{- 
lations of various parts of Scripture. Of thete the chi 

is the verfification of the Pfalms by Sternhold and | lon 3 
a performance to which importance has been annexed tn 
confequence of the religious circumitances wherewith it 1s 
connected, but whichi sentitled tonoregard from its own mec- 
rit. Wyat and Surrey h: ad before tranflated fome of the Rislose 
into metre; but Thomas Sternbold was the firtt whote metri- 
cal verfion of them was ‘caked mthe church of england. Hits 
€o-adjutor, Jobn Llopkins, was rather a better poet than 
himfelf. bis other affiftants were Thomas Norton, and 


William W yttinghain, afterwards dean of Durham. The 
1788. b {pirit 
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xviii THE HISTORY 
fpirit of verfifying the Pfatms, and other parts of the Bible 


was generally diffufed at the beginning of the reformation, 
and among the reft that employed themfelves this way, were 
William Hunis, a gentleman of the chapel under Edward 
the Sixth, William Baldwin, Francis Seager, and Mat- 
thew Parker, afterwards archbifhop of Canterbury. An- 
other contributor to the metrical theology was Robert 
Crowley, an Oxford divine ; and another {till more extra. 
ordinary one was Chriftopher Tye, a doctor of mufic at 
Cambridge. Tye projected a tranflation of the Acts of the 
Apofiles into familiar metre, of which he completed only 
the firft fourteen chapters. The Book of Kings had before 
been verfified by another hand. Dr. Tye carried his abfur- 
dity fo far as to fet his verfion to mufic ; and his Acts of 
the Apoftles were {ung fora time in the royal chapel of Ed- 
ward the Sixth. Even this good young king himfelf is to 
be ranked among the religious poets of his own reign. The 
circumftances we have mentioned would fearcely have been 
worthy of notice, if they did not ferve to mark, in fome de- 
gree, the ipiritual tafe of the age. 

Poetry, during this period, was often fatirically em- 
ployed upon. religious fubjects; and among the véhicles 
of controverly between the Papal and Proteftant commu- 
nions, popular ballads and the ftage made no inconfider- 
able figure. The ballad of Luther, the Pope, a Cardi- 
nal, and a Hufbandman, which was written in 1550, was 
in defence of the reformation, and is not deftitute of 
fpirit, the characters of the fpeakers being tolerably fup- 
ported. Another, which appeared about the fame time, 
was a lively fatire on the Englifh Bible, the vernacular 
Liturgy, and the Book of Homilies. A poem, called the 
** Pore Help,” was a lampoon againft the new preachers, 
in the ftyle of Skelton. Other pieces of the like kind 
might be fpecificd ; but it will be more agreeable to many 
of our readers to be informed, that the firft drinking- 
ballad of-any merit, in our language, appeared in the 
year igst. It has a vein of eafe and humour fuperior to 
what might have been expeéted in thofe times; and it 
may be confidered as the parent of many pleafing compo- 
fitions, which have highly contributed to convivial enter- 
taiament. This ballad opens the fecond aét of ** Gammet 

-Gurton’s 
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Gutton’s Needle,” a comedy written and printed it the 
year juft mentioned, and which was foon afterwards acted 
at Chrift’s-college in Cambridge. It is the firft nglifh 
play which was neither my ftery nor morality, and which 
handles a comic ftory with fome difpofition of plot, and 
fome difcrimination of chara¢ter. ‘The jocularity of it 
Yometimes rifes above buffoonery ; and the author difplays 
xowers of mind, which, in a more polifhed age, would 
ete enabled him to appear with no {mall degree of ad- 
vantage. Earlier in the reign of Edward the Sixth, we 
find a poet of the name of Kelton, who wrote the * Chro- 
nicle of the Brutes,” in Englith verfe. The fubje&t was 
not a bad one, if the writer had been capable of enrich- 
ing his genealogical and hiftorical materials with any 
brilliancy of imagination. 

Under queen Mary, notwithftanding the wretched fitua« 
tion of the public, arifing from the horrid perfecutions 
which bigotry was carrying into execution, poctry aflumed 
ahigher tone. A poem was planned, though not fully 
completed, which fheds no common luftre on the dark 
interval between Surrey and Spenfer. This poem was 
intitled «A Mirrour for Magiftrates,” and in the compofi- 
tion of it more writers than one were concerned. Its 
primary inventor, however, and moit diftinguifhed con- 
tributor, was Thomas Sackville, afterwards lord Buck- 
hurft and earl of Dorfet, and who in the next Teign, will 
come before us as the author of the firft genuine Englith 
tragedy. The object of the “ Mirrour for Magiftrates, i 
was to make all the illuftrious but unfortunate characters 
in our hiftory to pats in review before the poct, who de- 
feends, like Dante, into the infernal regions, and is con- 
ducted by Sorrow. A poetical preface called an * Induc- 
tion,” and one legend, which is the life of Henry Staf- 
ford, duke of Buckingham, were the only parts executed 
hy Sackville. The completion of the whole was recom- 
mended by him to Baldwyn, before mentioned, and George 
Ferrers, who carried it into execution, with the affiftance 


of Churchyard, Phayer, Skelton, Seagers, and Cavyl. 


Amongit thefe finithers of the ** Mirrour for Magiftrates,” 
Ferrers was the moft eminent in point of abilities; but 
hecompofed no more than three of the legends, far the 
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Xx THE HISTORY 
greater number having been written by Baldwyn. As to 
the poetical merit of the work, it refts almoft entirely 
with lord Buckhurft, whofe induction, and ftory of the 
duke of Buckingham, contain many proofs of a vigor- 
ous fancy, and many fplendid paffages. “The additions 
to the “ Mirrour for Magiftrates,” by John Higgins, be- 
long to a future article. ‘ 

Another poet of this period was Richard Edwards, who 
was employed in fome department about the court, and 
whofe principal work was the ‘* Paradife of daintie De- 
viles.” What chiefly entitles him to be noticed with res 
{pect is, that he was one of the ¢artielt of our dramatic 
writers after the reformation of the Britifh oftage. In 
Thomas Tuiler we meet with perhaps the firft exhibition 
of didactic poetry in this country. He was the author of, 
a work in rhyme, the title’ of which was, “* Five Hun- 
dred Points of good Hufbandrie,” and which has more in 
it of the fimplicity of Hefiod than of the elegance of 
Virgil. Indeed, it is fo deftitute of poetical ornaments, that 
its lole value arifes from its being a genuine picture of agri- 
eulture, the rural arts, amd the domeftic ceconomy and 
cuitoms of our ancettors. Wialham Forreft brings up the 
rear of our poets, but with no degree of fplendour. He 
compoled, in octave rhyme, a panegyrical hiftory of the 
lite of queen Catherine, the firff queen of king Henry 
the Eighth. Other poems weré“written by him, which 
are not of fufhcient confequence to require a diftiné {pe- 
cification. His greateft praife was his {kill in mufic, and 
his having collected the choiceft compofitions of his con- 
tem porarics, 

The only Seotch poet we fhall now take notice of, is 
Alexander Scot, the Anacrcon of his time and country. 
If the age in which he lived be confidered, his pieces are 
correct and elegant. He wrote chiefly upon fubjects of 
love, and ilands at the head of the ancient minor poets of 


Scotland. Sir Richard Maitland will claim our attention 
in the next Number. 


] »* . ~ jf | 

he ftate of Mufic naturally follows the ftate of Poctry: 
The mufical eftablifhment of the houfhold, and of the 
Chapel Royal under Edward the Sixth, feems to have 


been 
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been nearly as ae 25 in any former or fucceeding reigns; 
and it ap} ears, that ul je was made of muficians on all 
great occail ions. tt Was at this time th: it metrical plalmo. 
dy, as it is fill practiced in our parochial churches, had 
its beginning, or at leaft became general in England. 
Whatever objections may be made to the manner of fing- 
ing which wes then introduced, it was upon a level with 
the tafie of the nation in other refpects. Parifh churches 
had hithe:to uled the plain.chant, as well as. cathedrals. 
The princi yal compofers of jervices and full anthems, 
were Dr. Chrifiopher Tye, John She ‘phe rd, Robert John, 
fon, Robert P arfons, Robert White, Richard’ Farrant, and 
Thomas Tallis. White and Tallis will be fpoken of 
hereafter. Dr. Tye, ‘at this period, was at the head of 
all.our ecclefiatlical compofers, and indeed was as great 
a mufician as Europe could then boaft. On the accefhion 


of queen Mary, church-mufic was again transferred to 
Lain words, Ana ae pul Lic ier vice CVcry where through- 
out the kingdom was petformed in the Roman catholi lc 


inanner. As, from the litt of Mary’s chap. l-eft iblifhment, 
it appears that the fame perfons, were bi loyed by her 
Who had ferved, her brother Edward$ it may hence be 
collected, that the mufical tribe were not un: iccommodat- 
ing in matters of religion. 


With refpect ta rie ftate af th art of Painting, Hans 
Holbein was ftill vine and hé lived long enough to draw 
the young king more than orice after he cathe to the crown. 
The other painters in this reign were Mare Willers, John 

‘Boflam, and Guillim Stretes. Wi; lems was) a native of 
Antwerp, and was reckoned’ to furpal s his contemporaries 
in his facility of compofing. ,Boflam wag an Fnglifhman, 
who does not appear to have had encour ragement “equal to 
his merit ; for he quitted the profeffion, and became a read+ 
ing miniffer, when the reformation was eftablifhed by queen 
Elizabeth. All we know of “Guillim Stretes ‘is, that he 
was painter to king Idward, and that he received fifty mares 
for the execution of three ereat pictures ; two of which 
were of his majefty, and the third of the earl of Surrey. 
The lait is fuppofed to have been ‘taken after the death of 
shat nobleman, 
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Though the reign of Mary was even fhorter than that of 
her brother, it makes a much more confiderable figure in 
the annals of painting. Ic was diftinguifhed by more good 

ainters than one; the principal of whom was fir Antonio 

lore, a native of Utrecht, More appears to have ftudied 
the manner of Holbein, and approached nearer to itthan to 
freedom of defign in the works of the great matters which 
he had feen at Rome. He refembled Holbein in being a 
clofe imitator of nature, but he did not equal him in the de. 
licate finifhing of his portraits, The reputation of fir An- 
tonio More ftood fo high, that he had aftonifhing prices for 
his pictures; befides which, he had large prefents and ap- 
pointments, He did not always confine himfelf to por- 
traits, feveral hiftorical pieces having been painted by him, 
one of which, being the refurrection of Chrift with two an- 

els, is held in greatettimation, A painter, who fora time 
had the poffeffion of it, obtained a deal of money by expof- 
ing it to public exhibition, : ue 

Another performer, in queen Mary’s reign, was Joas 
Van Cleeve, .who came from Antwerp. This artift had 
good talents, and might have arifen to a confiderable de- 
gree of perfection, had he not been intoxicated with vani- 
ty, in confequence of which he lolt his fenfes, 

There was at this time a nobleman of very high rank, 
who was not only a connoiffeur, but a practifer in the art of 
painting ; we mean Edward Courtney, the laft earl of De- 
yonfhire, who was diftinguifhed by his illuftrious defcent, 
his accomplifhments, and his misfortunes. It,.is recorded 
of him, that he executed portraits with facility and 4kill. 

Architecture, in Edward’s reign, preferved the fame foot- 
ing on which it had ftood under the laft king. The princi- | 
pa effort in that art was Somerfet-houfe, which is a come 
See of the Grecian and Gothic modes of building, 

ohn of Padua is underftood to have been the architect. — 


King Edward the Sixth ftands in the lift of Royal Authors, 
and he is gully entitled to that diftinétion. Confidering the 
time in which he lived, and the early period of his death, 
his Journal of his own reign, his Remains, and his other 
compofitions, difplay fuch a promife, ‘and, indeed, fuch-a 
polleflion of abilities, as add greatly to the regret arifing 
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from the recollection of his premature deceafe. The 
duke of Somerfet has obtained a place among the noble wri- 
ters of the age. His principal title to this honour is found- 
ed On one or two religious pieces, which were penned dur- 
ing his troubles. Edmund lord Shefficld is faid to have 
compofed a book of fonnets, in the Italian manner. Hen- 
ry lord Stafford, and Francis Haftings, fecond earl of Hun. 
tingdon, exerted their talents only as tranflators. 

The female authors that belong to the fhort period of 
the prefent jiiltory, are confiderable in number, and very 
eminent for their rank and ftation. By the fuffrage both of 
Walpole and Ballard, queen Mary has had her name enroll- 
ed in this catalogue. Her claim to be thus diftinguifhed 
refts on a few devout pieces that were compoted by her, and 
on her Letters, many of which are to be found in various 
publications, and particularly in Hearne’s ‘* Sylloge Epif- 
tolarum.” J.ady Jane Grey was as much fuperior to Mary 
in abilities and learning, as fhe was in the virtues of her 
character. The ftory of her being found, by Roger Af- 
cham, inthe fourteenth year of her age, reading the Phe- 
do of Plato, is too well known to be repeated. She was, 
indeed, a moft accomplifhed and extraordinary young per- 
fon; and it will ever be reflected upon with fincere concern, 
that fhe fhould be cut off in the bloom of life, in confe- 
quence of the crooked politics of her tather-in-law, John 
Dudley, duke of Northumberland.—Mary countefs of A- 
rundel, who tranflated from E:nglith into Latin, ‘* The Wife 
Sayings and Eminent Deeds of the Emperor Alexander Se- 
verus,” and from Greek into Latin, ££ Seleét Sentences of 
the Seven Wife Grecian Philofophers,” ought, perhaps, to 
have been mentioned under the reign of Henry the Eighth 
— Two other ladies of high rank, diftinguifhed themfelves 
as tranflators: thefe were lady Joanna Lumley, and lady 
Mary Howard, duchefs of Norfolk, the daughters and co- 
heirefles of Henry Fitzallan, earl of Arundel. The firft of 
them tranflated, from the Greek, three orations of Ifocrates, 
and the Iphigenia of Euripides; and the other made a 
verfion, from the fame language, of ‘* Certain ingenious 
Sentences collected out of various Authors.”— Three fitters 
lady Annc, lady Margaret, and lady Jane Seymour, wrote 
tour hundred Latin diftichs upon the death of the queen of 
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Navarre, Margaret de Valois, which were tranflated inte 
Greek, French, and Italian, and were celebrated abroad, 
lone after they had been forgotten in England.—Mary 
Ron: r, the youngeft daughter of Margaret Roper, and 
grand-daughter to fir Thomas More, retained the literary 
character of the family. —The four daughters of fir An. 
thony Cooke were now laying in thofe ftores of knowledge 
and learning, which enabled them to appear with fo much 
honour in the next reign.—Lady Elizabeth Fane may be 
added to the lift, as having written feveral pfalms, and pi- 
ous meditations and proverbs, in the Englith tongue. 


The books that were printed in the two reigns we are 
treating of, were nearly of the fame kind with thofe which 
have formerly been mentioned. Controverfial works, and 
devotional pieces, were the principal occupiers of the prefs 
in an age which was fo deeply engaged in religious enquiry. 
Romances and poetry were not entirely forgotten. Cato’s 
Moral Ditlichs were publifhed in the original, with notes, 
by Richard Taverner ; and there were a few tranflations 
from anctent writings. [tis rather a curious circumftance 
in the claffic hiftory of the times, that the fecond book of 
the Aineid was tranflated into Greck verfe, by George 
Etherige, a phyfician at Oxford, and profeflor of the Greek 
language in that Univerfity. 

In fo fhort and agitated a period, many literary eftablith- 
ments could not be expetted. Two Colleges, however, 
were founded at Oxford; Trinity College by fir Thomas 
Pope, and St. John Baptift College by fir Thomas White. 
Both of the founders were eminent citizens, and Lord 
Mayors of the city of London. It is not necefiary to add 
that thefe inftitutions have had their fhare in producing men 


who have been illuftrious ornaments of literature and of 
their country*. | , 


* Burnet, Biographia Britannica, Parliamentary Hiftory, Hume 
Millar, Anthony Wood, Warton, Walpole, Ballard, Gilpin, Aikin, 
Pinkerton, Burney, Berkenhout, &c, &c, 
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Afi fairs of France. 


HE charaéter and proceedings 

of Mr. de Calonne, who was 
appointed to the othce of com )ptrol- 
ler general of the finances of France 
in the clofe of the year 1782, have 
engrofled a remarkable degree of 
gencral attention. He enti red up- 
on this con{pic uous career uncer 
various public prepolleffions, favour- 
able and unfavourable. He had for 
many years filled confiderable of- 
fices in the ftate, and therefore 
could not be unknown to the na- 
tion amon, whom he was to prefide. 
He had been attorney-general at 
the period when Louis the Fifteenth 
had adventured upon the ftrong 
meafure of fuppreliing the parlia- 
ment. Since that time he had 
been intendant, {tation of great 
moment in. the policy of France, 
and which ufually precedes the firft 
offices of adminiftration, firft of 
Metz, and afterwards of the pro- 


vinces of Flanders and Artois. 
Known by hi “sro in thefe 
fituations, he was acknowledged for 


a man of ability; and, even had 
this been doubttul, his plans pre- 
{ented to the notables in 1787, and 


New Eaff India Compan, y. 4 Te 
Difcouragement of Spec ulation in the Pub 


I, 


ufures adopted for the 
Osic Fundse L.0a Ne 

the eloquent writings he has fince 
given to the prefs, would have am- 
ply proved it. He loved fame, and 
he poffefied the fources of acquiring 
it. But he did not enter upon this 
new and arduous ftation tech 
by the breath of popularity. He 
was faid to be more able than con- 
fiftent, and not to have tempered 
the colour of his fpirit by the fe- 
verity of deep refearch. ‘His po- 
lifhed manners, the infinuation of 
his addrefs, the facility with which 
he entered into the commerce of 
elegant life, were employed by his 
enemies as fo many “arguments 
againfthim. In r ality, the nation 
longed for the fervices of Mr. Nec- 
ker, and the comparifons they were 
eager to draw were injurious to the 
new minyter. 

Perhaps there is no fituation more 
animating to a generous {pirit, than 
that of ttruggling with hafty pre- 
judice, and ext: orting trom a great 

nation their flow applaufe. Mr. de 
Calonne began with a bold and ju- 
dicious ay eding, which by ‘its 
Conicq' rences fecured th: general ap- 
probation, <A few wecks before his 
accef{. 
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acceflion to office, thecatfledescompte, 
the only sacorpor: ated banking com- 
yany in France, flopped payment. 
lhe minitter-of the day, more vir- 
tuous than enlightened, interfered 
in their favour; and iflued an edict 
to pres ent their bein rc ora pelle d tO 
difcharge for a lin ited time their 
own notes. By this meature he ga\ 

exiftence to what in America and 
upon the continent has been deno- 


~ 


" 


minated by the odious appe ljation 
of paper-money, that is, paper in- 
capabie oO! heing convert ted ¥ ato its 
apparent value i {pe ie at the will 
' the holder. Upon the wt 2 -“ V 
f fuch a proceed linn r, it is unnecet- 
Sarg to ents we. Mr, de Calonne 
was probably of opinion, that no 
fituation could authorife a national! 
countenince of fuch a breach of 
faith. Ite was perfuaded, that tt 
was mifcon ption in 
that occahioned fo in rop r an in- 
dulgence; and. falie « mat ulation in 
the proprietors that Jed thei to de- 
mand rt. He hefitated not to re- 
feind the arrét of his predeceflor, 


governiric nt 


S| ’ at 

and compel the Wank to prompt 
. * | ‘ 

payment. | he Delt cont qucnk cs 


Was no de] ety Oy 


id the ftock ot th 


to double its former 


followed. Ther 
embarailinent, 
ca Npany boi 
value. 

The majerity of the financial 
operations of 178 , feveral of which 
ave defcribed in our fixth volume, 
are equally intitled to applaufe. A 
finking fund was formed 
p in moderate 
hi ly men chek 
The ditburtements of the treaiury, 
had edel: fulkered to run into or. 
Pears; 


seady money was now iacrificed to 


upon a 


in its extent, but 
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ticle of brandies, had been formed 
by Mr. Turgot, the niol enlight. 
ened minifter that France, the moft 
enlightened minifter that per haps 
any col intry has produted, Nt Were 
left in ‘ompt ‘04 at his diimiffion 
from oihic’. Mr. de Calonne fhowed 
bimfelf fuperior to thte little rival. 
fhip and je: aloufy of fame, by which 


fucceflive m inifters of ftate are fre. 
uently aétyuated: he ten into 
the views of his illuftrious prede- 


ceflor, and completed his operations, 
The principal meature ot the 
yeer 1785, is not intitled to the 
fame commendation. France had 
been without an [aft India com- 
pany from the vear 1773; and, 
thiotgh the idea of a free trade to 
that part of the world had hit herto 
been untried in Europe, flie did not 
appear to fuffer_ fn the expetiment. 
On the contrary, her’ annual ‘im- 
portation froin’ India duritig this 
time tas confiderably greater tha 
during ény' former Defiod. But, 
whether af ere that they rep ave 
this pri ofperity ty as precari OS 5 or 
that they ai ned at x More exte nfive 
fi cefs;_ or ghat they sifted, 1n imi: 
tation of Britain, or territori ia! 'ac- 


quifitions ‘in’ that, climate, ‘and be- 
heved an in orporated focitty the 
bet inftrument of obt’2 ‘ining the mM ; 


the Freneh ey was induced to 
hifften to propofals for ‘eftabl ithing a 
new Eatft India company. r. ~ Ther 
privilege was for feven years, with 
iy Speci I pr'évifo, thar years of wat 
h might occtir’ in’ the interint, 
Mould be. excluded from‘ the coms 
iP een y BR, ar Vou 
In the preamble of the ‘act of the 
fourteerth of April, by which the 
fcheme was adopted, it was alledzed, 
that the commodities of Europe, 
** not having of ‘late’ years been Fes 
© gulated by any common ttandard, 
“ or ee to the demands 
* of India, had on the ore hand 
«¢ fold 
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low price; while on the 
the competition of the 
&s of France had raificd the 


| i. 
ALD} 


$s price of the objects. of im} povta- 
* tion: that upon their ie urn 
‘« home, a want of fyftem and af- 


‘© fortment had been univer! tally 
«¢ complained of, the market being 
* olutted with one {pecies of goods, 
+6 and totally deftitute of another : 
« that thefe defects mutt neceflarily 
“¢ continue as long as the trade re- 
«‘ mained in private hands, and 
“¢ that, on their account, as well as 
“ that of the capital required, the 
‘¢ eftablifament of a new company 
© was abfolutely neceflary.” 

Thefe reafoning s did not appear 
altogether fatisfac tory to the perfons 
pi incipall y interefted. France has 
been fo far enlightened by the dif- 
cuflons of the excellent writers fhe 
has produced upon queftions of po- 
litics and commerce, as not to be 
prepared to behold the introduc- 
tion of monopolies with a very fa- 
vourable eye. By many perfons it 
was remarked, that the arguments 
of the preamble ¢ did not apply more 
to the trade of India than to any 
other trade ; and that, if they were 
admitted in their entire force, they 
were calculated to give a finithing 
blow to the of commerce. 
The capital new company, 
which amounted to $ 700 l. 
ridiculed as altogether inadequate to 
the magnitude of the undertaking. 
The privileges with which it was 
indulged, were treat da enormous. 

The monopoly of Ka + India goods 
imported into lrance reat any part 
of Europe, was granted to them for 
two vears, as well as the monopoly 
of Eaft i lia goods imported from 


freedom 
ol the 


M as 


the place of their grow th. It 
was faid, that during that period 
they would fit out no adventures for 


India, that they hoped to obtain a 
prolong: ation of this. injurious ina- 
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duleence, and that, of confequence, 
their inc ion was tn reality a 
cont, ir acy to "prev: ne all future 
‘ation between are and 
the fources of commerce in Afta, A 
provitn n in the act, directing that 
the prices of Katt India goods in the 
illands of aeantdiie and Bourbon, 
fhould be regulated by a t: itl to be 
fixed by the court of Verfailles, ex- 
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commu a 


cited fill louder exclamations. In 
this inftance, it wes faid, the firf 
principles of commerce were tram- 


pled upon 1 in a manner the moft 
wanton and abfurd. Initead of 
futlering it to find its own level by 
the mutual coilifien of the wants of 
one party, and the labeur of en- 
other, it was arbitrarily to be fa- 
fhioned by a hofe extreme 
diftance mut farily render its 
decilions il-timed and inapplicable. 
The very mode in which the mono- 
poly was rn was a fubyect 
of complaint. It was determined 
by a refolution of the king in cown- 


pow rm Vv 
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cil ; a proc eeding, totaliy inadequate 
to the importance of th fubje ‘t, 
and which was to be peated as 


{urreptitious. In 
nftances fuch meafires 

edict and 
7 


~s ? : . ™ 
itered in the parliaments 


clandeftine en d 
ail forme t 
aflumed Be form of 
were regif} 


is « 3} ' j ’ 
it was the prerovative of thete 
courts to veriiv them, tont ww, to 
enquire into the facts which had 
Da entes i eneset 4h 

led to then udoption. i hie ured 
parties had an opportunity of be- 
. , } . . ° 

me heara berore t! i privilege aie 


fume 
vately 


d the form of a law; not pri- 
by the minifters of the fove~ 
reign, but publicly by the mofl 
conliderable bodies in the kingdoin, 
and in the face of the n , 

The act of council eit iblifhing a 
new Latt India company, was fal- 
lowed on the tenth of July, by an- 
other declaration, intended {till far- 
ther to promote their intereft, by 
which it was exprefily forbidten to 
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import cottons, printed linens, and 
muflins, except through the medi- 
um of the company. The arret 
proceeds upon the fame principles 
of monopoly as in the former in- 
ftance. It fets out indeed with a 
declaration, * that nothing can ap- 
« pear more defirable to the king, 
*« or better accord with the fenti- 
« ments of his heart, than a gene- 
‘* pal liberty, that, freeing at once 
*“ the circulation of commodities 
* from every fpecies of reftraint, 
* fhould feem to make of all the 
‘¢ people of the world, but one na- 
‘“* tion with refpeét to commerce :”” 
but it adds, “that the period of 
“© this liberty is not yet arrived ; 
* that it muft either be, with re- 
“ {pect to the nations of Europe, 
* unlimited and reciprocal, or that 
* it cannot be admitted; that the 
*¢ revocation of the former indul- 
“ gence refpecting cottons and li- 
** nens, was become neceilary, on 
* account of the opportunities it 
** created for contraband trade, and 
** becaufe the competition of the 
** Eaft India company and private 
** traders would accafion a furplus 
** in the market, and the admiffion 
“ of foreign manufactures (vould 
** decreafe and annihilate the na- 
** tional induftry.” 

The provifions that were made 
for carrying this law into effect, 
were contidered as unruft and fevere. 
‘The merchants pofletiing any of the 
prohibited commodities, were al- 
lowed twelve months to difpofe of 
them ; but upon the exprefS con- 
dition, that the commoditics were 
to bear a ftamp, importing that 
they were vendible only to a certain 
period, a circumftance that muft ne- 
ceflarily depreciate their value. It 
was alfo enacted, that the houfe of 
any trader might be entered by day 
or by night, at the folicitation of 
the directors, to fearch for prohibited 
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goods, which were to be confifcated 
to the ufe of the company. Thefe 
kinds of vifits of the officers of re. 
venue, hitherto unauthorifed in 
France, were reprefented as pecu- 
liarly obnoxious, when they were 
made for the fole benefit of a pri- 
vileged monopoly. 

Taking it for granted, that the 
meafure of limiting the commerce 
of India to a particular circle of 
traders, is injudicious ; fome allow. 
ance is to be made for the minifter 
who is mifled by the uniform exam- 
ple of every court in Europe. It 
were to be defired, that a man, who 
directs the affairs of a great nation, 
fhould be fuperior to the influence 
of a prevailing prejudice ; but, if 
we meafure ftatefmen of one coun- 
try by a comparifon with the ftatef- 
men of other countries, we fhall 
rather fee reafon to applaud a mi- 
nifter for being frequently guided 
by the found principles of political 
philofophy, than to condemn him 
for occafionally lofing fight of them. 
It is difficult to fay how far the beft 
minifter is obliged to ftoop from the 
elevation of his own judgment to 
the prejudices of the nation he go- 
verns. It is difficult to afcertain 
the blame that is due to a man, 
connected in a national council with 
other men who are frequently lefs 
his coadjutors than his rivals, and 
compelled to facrifice a part of his 
plan which may be impraéticable, 
for the fake of effeCting the part 
which may be within the reach of 
his influence. The validity of one 
of the objections to the new Eaft 
India company, was virtually ad- 
mitted in the following year, when 
itwas found neceffary, in the month 
of Odtober, to permit them to dou- 
ble their capital. 

It was in the fame fpirit of re- 
firiction that a prohibition was if- 
furd on the feventeenth of July, 
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forbidding the importation of Eng- 
inth fadlerv, hofiery, woollen-cloths, 
ond hardware, for the purpote of 
fale, together with all foreign glafs 
and wrought iron, with the exemp- 
tion of tools. The importation of 
Englith goods was permitted to the 
confumer, but under a heavy duty. 
A tranfaction of foane moment 
in the clofe of the year 1785, wasa 
new coinage ot owes d’or to the 
amount of twenty-feven millions 
fterling. The cekesbead had been 
made in the vear and, the 
difpropor tion of value betwen gold 
and filver coins having increated, a 
great quantity of louis dor had 
been exported from France, and 
the coin had become rare. Spain 
raifed the value of her gold a fif- 
teenth in the year 1779, and it was 
fuppoted neceflary to imitate her 
exaiyple. "At the faine time that 
the weight was diminithe dy it was 
judged proper to increafe the ftan- 
dard of finenefs, which might pro- 
bably have been diminithed by va- 
rious artifices and adulterations in 
the courfe of near fixty vi The 
proportion of gold to filver was 
fixed to be as filteen to one, and 
the,depree of finenefs 213} carats. 
We are approaching toa pericd 
when the operations of Mr. de Ca. 
lonne were deftined to undergo a 
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feverer fcrutiny. It was acalamitous 
circumftance for the px ople ot 
France, that, though peace had 


now been three years re-eital lidhed 
i Europe, the tv fter n of eat e 
feemed icarcely to ‘be affected b y 

material a relief, and it was fond 
neceffary to clofe every year with a 
loan. .For this difadvant: ige they 
were indebted to Mr. Necker. The 
extradrdinary character and reputa- 


tien which that minitter has ob- 
tained, will fcarcely permit us to 
juppote, that he had any finifter 


view in preducing this effect; but 








HIS TOR Y. ? 
we are unable to vindicate his in- 
tegrity but at the expence of his 
abilities. He was probably the firtt 
minifter that ever conceived the 
roject of fupporting a war by 
_ without taxes. By this {y{- 
tem he was raifing in his favour a 
tide of vulgar popularity ; by this 
fyftem he was making it diffic ult for 
any minifter that fhould fucceed 
him, to maintain himfelf in office : 
by this fyftem he perhaps believed 
he was ferving the public. To ex- 
ecute it certainly requived the pof- 
feflion of great labour, ftriét accu- 
racy, fevere economy. It was ne- 
ceflary that the minifter fhould pof- 
fefs much perfonal confideration 
and refpeet, and that the profperity 
of government fhould be attached 
to the credit of the individual thar 
guided it. Perhaps it was hardly 
to be expected from human frailty, 
that the man, who had the means 
of exhibiting this glittering cha- 
raéter, thou id refift the temptation 
of exhibiting it. But be that as it 
will, Mr. Necker accumulated bur- 
thens upon the kingdom, which, 
from the very circumttance of their 
being tor a time fufpended and im- 
perceptil ye to the common obferver, 
would fall with tenfold weight upon 
his fucceflor. The hnances of 
France had never been in a prof- 
perous condition. The diforder, 
the bankruptcy of the laft years of 
Louis the Fifteenth, are matters of 
public notoriety, and the period 
between the acceffion of the prefent 
king and the appointment of Nee- 
ker, was too fhort for the reftora- 
tion of order. War had now 
breken out; the amount of the 
public debt was daily increafing ; 
and it would require no common 
fhare of credulity to believe, that 
proiperity was to be reftored, the 
accumulating int ete to be dif- 
charged, nay, the very principal 
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to be redeemed, for all Mr. Nec- 
ker’s loans were made redeemable 
in a fhort courte of years, without 
the introduction of taxes. If the 
fyftem, which was thus put in prac- 
tice, would have produced no other 
ill effect, than the giving to one 
— unmerited eclat, and the 
devoting another, perhaps more 
virtuous and enlightened, as a fa- 
crifice to popular clamour, the ob- 
ject would have been comparatively 
{mall. But the difference to the 
public muft be immenfe, between 
taxes introduced gradually from the 
beginning of the war, and taxes 
introduced four, eight, perhaps ten 
years after its conc lufion. ‘Their 
produce during the interval is irre- 
trievably loft; and the expenditure 
js maintained by violence and unna- 
tural expedients, always unecono- 
mical, epee ruinous. Mr. 
Necker finithed the perfpective of 
the future controller-general, by 
the publication of his Compte Ren- 
du, in the year 1781; a work, 
which, whatever might be its me- 
rit, was calculated to eftablith this 
obvious perfuation ; if the revenues 
of the nation be fufhcient to aflord 
a furplus in time of war, (it fhould 
be obferved, that Mr. Necker in- 
cluded nothing in his eftimate but 
the ordinary expenditure of a peace 
eftablifiment) government will cer- 
tainly be able to clear off the ar- 
rears without additional taxes in a 
time of peace. 
May we be permitted in. thts 
lace to fum up the balance of Mr. 
Necker’s character ? He is un- 
doubtedly an active and induftrious 
ftatefman. Inured du ine the whole 
courfe of his life to arithmetical 
operations, he is peculiarly at home 
in them. He calculates the reve- 
nues of the fir nation in the world 
with the facility of a merchant in 


his private tranfactiens, and his 


eftimates exhibit perhaps 43 few 
miftakes as were ever incurred in ff 
complicated a bt fnefs. His reputa- 
tion tor fevere integrity, is not pro- 
bably deftitute of foundation; and it 
was of confiderable fervice to him in 
his public career, as it deterred the 
importunitics of thoughtlefs prodi- 
gality, and gave him fortitude to 
refufe the demands of intereft and 
cabal. He entered upon office with 
the moft honourable aufpices. He 
began with frugality and economy, 
He introduced economy into all 
the departments of the royal houfe- 
hoid, and employed every means in 
his power to create revenue without 
burthen to the ftate. 

If all thefe qualities will confti- 
tute a great minifter, Mr. Necker 
will probably remain without an 
equal. But if large and compre- 
hentive views, if a lively perfuafion 
in general principles, if a thorough 
knowledge of the philofophy of hu- 
man aftairs fhould be dee:med ne- 
ceflary, Mr. Necker will be found 
greatly deficient. It was lis lot to 
fuperintend the affairs of a coun- 
try, where the great principles of 
policy had long been fermenting, 
where a fucceflion of the moft aec- 
complifhed geniufes had been prof- 
peroutly employed in inveftigat- 
ing the fources of human happinefs. 
One of the moft confiderable of 
thefe men had been early placed 
by Louis the Sixteenth at the head 
of his finances. But the profpect 
of felicity, which had thus beer 
opened to France, was fhort and 
deceitful. It was rutt fhown to the 
world, to be removed for a period 
of indefinite extent. Necker role 
upon the ruins of Turgot. France 
had tried a philofophical minifter, 
flie was now to try a political bank- 
ery fkilled in all the detail and mi¥ 
nutiz of finance. Mr. Necker neither 


underftood nor defired to underftand © 
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FOREIGN 
the principles of his predeceffor. 
He was un acquainte d with the true 
ivitem of taxation, and treated the 
ideas to which future ages will be 
indebted for their happinels, as vi- 
fionary and impracticable. He be- 
lieved that commerce could never 
profper fo well, as when configned 
tothe cuardiafi care of monopolies 
and prohibit tis. In the clefe of 
the eizhteenth century, he was the 
panegyrift of Colbert. The bene- 
fits which the fhort reign of Mr. 
"Tureot enab! d him to confer on 
the nation, were me ftcd or de- 
ftroved. <A part of his tvitem Mr. 
Necker could not vefufe t to applaud, 
that of provin ial aflemblies tor the 
more equal diitetoution of the pub- 
lic burtnens. But, though he pro- 
feffed to adopt it, he did not un- 
dertake to propofe it as a general 
henefit to the nation, buat intro- 
duced it in two provinces only, 
Berri and the Upper Guyenne. In 
thefe it was deprived of the advan- 
tages that hid been propofed, and 
an odious ariftocracy was introduced 
into an objet, per h: aps of all others 
moft foreiyn to that {fyftem. Mr. 
Necker may be charatterifed in a 

*fingle word, 2s the able advocate 
of all long-eftablifhed errors, and 
the ee advertary of im- 
ape Pree x originating in fyftem 

d philotophy. ‘To return, 

There w ere “4 rious ‘ircumftances 
fhat increafed t public expendl- 
ture of fhe year 1735, and might 
ferve as the apology of a new Joan. 
Impr ovements Were carrying on In 
various parts of the king dom, which 
cou'd not fail to be attended with 
scontiderable experice. It had heen 
thought proger to fortify Cher- 
bourg upon a large and magnifi- 

Bacent fcale. The cisim of the em- 

Me peror to the navigation of the 

. hele, iad obiized the French to 
. - 55. 
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increafe their land forces,. either to 
form a refpectable neutrality, or te 
allift their Dutch allies, with whom 
they were underftood to be now 
more clofely connected than ever. 
The fyftem of Mr, de Verge nues 
had probab ‘ly increafed the expen- 
fiveneis of this meafure. Hac the 
court of Verfaiikes fpoken tothe 
emperor with proper firmnels in 
the outfet, we have fome right to 
conclude, from. the charaéter af 
that prince, that he would have 


defitted from his undertaking. But 
Mr. de \ ergennes purtued a mid- 
die ary | irrefolute conduct. He 


temporifed with both payties, and 
this Teems futhciently to have fuited 
his natural difpofition. He. was 
perhaps afraid of treating Ww ith pe- 
rempey- og” . the brother of a 
princefs, who pofieiied .no inconfi- 
derable Btowh in the politics of 
hus country. 

Mr. de Calonne 


, 
hn 
Pere 


in the mter- 


val adopted meatures of economy 
and reform. An arrdct was paffed In 


council, on the eighth of May, for 
limiting the amount of peafions and 
gratuitics on the of govern- 
ment, by which it was provided, 
that only two-thirds of the penfions 
that might gradually expire, fliould 
be regranted under that head of ex- 
penditure ; this provition to conti 
nue in force ti) the penfion-lift were 
reduced to a certain ftandard. It 
was alfo declared po the difburfe- 
ments under the head of pcenéons 
fhould upon mo pretcace be fuffered 
temporarily to exceed the limits 
prefcribed. 

A... cafure of a fimilar tendency 
related to the refcriptions, a 7 ecies 
of financial anficipations, the 
reign of Louis the Fifteenth, the 
payment of which had been fuf- 
pended by the abbé Terray, con- 
troller-general in the year 1770, 
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and which had finee been redeemed 
at the rate of 1 25,0001. per annum. 
Of this ftock there remained nearly 
1,250,0001. which of courfe would 
he. redeemed in the courfe of ten 
years. But it was thought that the 
very exiftence of fuch a ftock was 
a ftain upon the credit of govern- 
ment that could not be too foon 
removed. Accordingly, a loan was 
declared on the fang hore of 
June, for the immediate liquidation 
of this capital, the terms five per 
cent, and the capital to be redeemed 
at the fame times, and in the fame 
proportions, as the — of the 
refcriptions was to have been, 
according to the old regulation. 
This loan was made, not according 
to the ufual practice of the French 
government, with an open fubferip- 
tion to be filled fooner or later as 
the public might feel itfelf inclined ; 
but was negociated by private con- 
tract with the receiver-general of 
the finances, and feems to have been 
accepted by them, rather with a 
view to inyratiate themfelves with 
government than from motives of 
immediate emolument. 

An object of greater importance, 
that feemed to demand the attention 
of government, was the fpirit ot 
fpeculation that had lately prevailed 
in the French ftocks. This had 
rifen to fo alarming a height, as to 
have produced combinations of mea, 
who, inthe execution of theirfyfem 
of monopoly, were not to be de- 
terred from their pur hates by anv 
incveate in the market price - con- 
fident, that, before the period fixed 
for the execution of their Contacts, 
thev could fo forettal the Mecies of 
lock in which they dealt, as to Ov- 
extion Tt to fell at a price fill higher, 
The purehafes and (ales of this fort 
were enormous, both in numberand 


amount, fo that in India and othe: 


ftorks it was found, that engages — 
ments were entered into by differ. 
ent fpeculators for the delivery of 


aétions by a certain day, to a fum 
greatly exceeding the capitals of the 
refpective companies. 

This alarming and difgraceful 
phenomenon is certainly in the firf 
place to be confidered as one of the 
confequences of Mr. Necker’s fyf 
tem of loans without taxes. Ip 
the Englifh fy{tem of finances, when- 
ever a new fum of moncy is bor- 
rowed by government, a new branch 
of impoft is introduced as an in- 
difpenfible collateral, and is confi- 
dered in the light of a property 
mortgaged for the perpetual dif- 
charge of the accruing annuity, 
The proceeding appears founded im 
réafon and common fenfe. Mr, 
Necker, by adopting a contrary fyf 
tem, was obliged to borrow money 
under peculiar difadvantages, and 
to hold out alfurements to the len- 
der, the nature of which is incon- 
fiftent with a found principle of 
finance, and with the encourage- 
ment of reétitude and good man- 
ners in the nation. To this fource 
we are to trace the lotteries, the 
life-annuities, and the loans fubje@ 
to a periodical redemption, which 
have for fome years conftituted the 
only fources of French economy. 

But the plan of Mr. Necker, 
though it were the remote fource 
of the fpirit of ftock-jobbing, wa 
not alone adequate to the engender- 
ing this peftilence of the body 
litic. Speculation delights lefs in 
the commerce of government funds 
the intereft of which is regular and 
notorious, than in negociating the 
ltock of trading companies, who 
making an annual dividend in pro 
portion to their real or imaginafy 
profperity, afford a wider field for 
con) Cture, artifice, and deception 
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The chief materials of the prefent 
diforder, were the actions of the 
caifle d’efcompte, of the Spanifh 
bank of Saint Charles, of the new 
Eaift India company, of the com- 
pany of the water-works of Paris, 
df the infurance and various other 
companies, which had been multi- 
plied of late years to a very extras 
ordinary amount. 

That the practice, which appear- 
ed to be continually gaining ground, 
was greatly injurious to the people 
of France, was fufficiently evident. 
Large fums of money being em- 
ployed in thefe operations, created 
indeed a partial appearance of cir- 
culation and profperity. But this 
very appearance was a iymptom of 
dijeafe. ‘The wealth of individu- 
als wes turned into an unnatural 
channel. The money, which ina 
well-regulated ftate 1s employed in 
the advances of ayriculture, manu- 
factures, and commerce, was en- 
gaged in a commerce, which, with 
regard to the public and mankind, 
muft for ever be unproductive, 
which confiits in the transfer of ex- 
ifting wealth from one {.t of per- 
fons to another, but can never in- 
creafe the nationa! riches by a fingle 
atom. Add tothis the manners and 
fyitem of conduét it introduces. In 
every other commerce, the man 
who gains, acquires a profit in fome 
proportion to his labour; and the 
man who lofes, purchaf.s with a 
part of his capital the neceflaries 
and conveniences of life. But in 
pecuniary fpeculation, the lofer has 
no compenfation with which to con- 
tole himfelf. The art of the gain- 
er confifts in craft, falfhood, du- 
plicity, and prevarication ; and its 
object is the utter ruin of the per- 
fon with whom he deals. 

That proceedings of this fort de- 


> mauded the attention of govern- 
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HISTORY. "! 
ment, is incontrovertible. The 
firft effects of that attention appear- 
ed in an order of council, publithed 
on the twenty-fourth of Januar 
1785, and was occafioned by a mi- 
nifterial decifion refpecting the half 
yearly dividend of the proprietors 
of the caife d’efcompte, which the 
directors thought proper to fix at 
three per cont, but which govern- 
ment propefed to reduce to two and 
three fifths. The controller gene- 
ral at length give up his point, and 
the dividend was declared accord- 
ingly on the twenty-fixth of Janu- 
But in the interval the order’ 
of council which we have mention- 
ed was made, the purpofe of which 
was, to renew the prohibitions a- 
gainft {peculations refpecting the fu- 
ture ftate of the ublic funds, and 
bargains tor the delivery of {tock at 
a certain price at fome determinate 
period ; to declare null all fuch con- 
tracts as might have been made re- 
{pecting the dividend of the caifle 
d’efcompte ; and to direct the re- 
ftoration of all advances or earnett- 
money which might have been paid 
on account of fuch contracts. 

A fecond arr<t on the fame fubjeét 
made its appearance on the feventh 
of Auguft. The principal provifi- 
ons of this aét were, that transfers 
of ftock fhould be negociated only 
upon the public exchange ; that the 
negociator muft be a broker aéting 
on the part of another, and not an 
individual difpofing of his own pro- 
perty; and that every pzifon or 
gaining for the delivery of ftock at 
a certain price at fome future period, 
fhould incur a penalty of one thou- 
fand pounds fterling, and be forbid- 
den the entrance of the public ex- 
change. 

The third a&t of government in 
relation to this corrupt fpecies of 
commerce was dated gn the fecond 
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of October, and proceered to rest 
er | ngths than thofe which had pre- 
ceded it. It was introduced witha 
preamt le of confiderable length, 
in. which it was endeavoured to be 
thown, that, though the {pirit of 
ftock-jobbing had rifen to a confider- 
able height, yet the evil was Icfs 
real than apparent, Iefs permanent 
than momentary. Though the 
contracts which had been made 
might amount with re rect to cor- 
tain kinds of ftock to more than the 
enitive capital of the ftocks them- 
felves, that amount would diviutih, 
when it was conGdered that the fame 
contraét was frequently fold over and 
again, but its execution was necctia- 
ry only by the laff Suver. ‘The 
embarrafment would appear to an 
enlightened obferver rather as a fa- 
Iutary leflon to the inconfiderate 
dealer, and a crifis, which, far from 
infiicting eny wound upon the na- 
tional credit, would prove that tt 
wi independent of the fluctuations 
of private opinion. It was obferved, 
that the interference , of govern- 
ment in trantactions of this fort 
would be repre fented by interetted 
porfons, as an invaiion upon the 
tacrednefs of property, and an ar- 
bitrary attack upon the liberty of 
voluntary engagements. But it 
was in truth much otherwife. Ne- 
Ver had the rrohts Oi property and 
tocial treedom been n ore inv idlable 
than during the pretent reign ; but 
iv Was Ter fon being a sult conte- 
guence from this principle, that 
men thontd be permitred to entrap 
the ublic cenhdence, by felling 
what they did not pofiefS, what they 
could not acquire, what did not ex- 
itt! It was evident thet fuch ba: 
gains violated all the principles of 
commerce, diftucbed the regular 
negociations Of notional ftock, cor- 
runted the -encial circulation by 
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the influx of a fufpicious mixture | 7 
atid tended to the entire annihilation ak 
of credit and confidence. $ 

Such were the reafonings upon 
which government proceeded to ap. 
‘point three commiflioners, matters 
of requeils, to take cognizance of 
all iffegal bargains and fales in the 
public ftocks. Pertons, granting 
contraéts for the delivery of ftock 
at a certain price at fome future pe- 
riod, were obliged, on or before the 
twentieth of October, to contign the 
actual {tock to a notary public, and 
to deliver im an account to the 
commiflioners. <The perfons who 
were unable to effcct this confign. 
ment, were required to give an ac- 
count to the commiutkoners within 
the fame period of the amount of 
their contracts, of the modes pro- 
pofed by them for fulfilling’ their 
engagements, or of the gradual li- 
quidation, which it might be necef- 
fary to fubftitute nits place. The 
commiffioners were authorized to 
proceed in the prefence of the par: 
ties or in their default, to regulate 
their reipective interefts upon the 
conditions they fhould judge equit- 
able, and to pronounce upon the va- 
lidity or nullity of the engagements, 
An sppeal was granted trom their 
decifion to the king in council; and 
their contracts, which were not by 
the voluntary aét of the parties 
brought under the infpeétion of the 
cO nmillioners, were declared ipfa 
facto void and of no effect. 

"Phe le proceedings of govern- 
ment did not every where meet with 


» 2 eee Oe , ok } 
tive appiaule of the pec pee at large. 


The perfons, wo fuffered by the 
compuifory annihilation of theif 
contracts, muft of courfe Be expect 
ed to harhoura {pirit of refentment, ‘ 
and to defire rather to extend than 7% 
‘uppreis their difcontent. Certain 
it was, that the interference was vie- 
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jent and arbitrary, and that nothing 


lefs could jutti: vy it than the plea ot 
inevitable neceility, lt, was. al- 
ledged by government, that the con- 
tracts that fell yode ‘r their antmad- 
verfion, were the reiments 0 
viectonis ‘a to deliver af a certain de- 
terminate period, ftock which they 
did not potlefs, and were the refore 
contrary to all the known princi ues 
of nevociation and exchange. But 
in antwer to this it was obferved, 
that every fpecies of commerce con- 
tained inftances of this fort of en- 
gagement, and that great and,ex- 
tentlive trade could not, perhaps be 
carried on without them. The per- 
fons who had acted iu a fimilar 
manner, with refpect to the public 
funds, might probably be divided 
into foveral claffes ; pertor is of pure 
principles and honeit intenttons ; 
duch as might have been influeaced 
by motives, temporifing and unpro- 
per, but whofe characters were not 
urrecoveradly bad ; and thofe whofe 
avowed obj ect it we 
the diftreties and ruin of their iy). 
low-creatures. All thet fon: 
were pl cel by fie acts of- foi 
upon a level. ’ They were treatcd 
as having made engagements, the 
exiitence of which w: 
of government. A 
introtuced into concerns of a na- 
ture, in Which it was ditficult to 
avoid pal UtY impoflible to efeape 
from fufpicign and reproihs THe 
fubje@ int general was'tadght to im- | 
bibe principles of ill faith, and to 
confidet voluntary and formal en- 
gagements, as Ii. ible to be fudde uy 
diffulved’ by the interference of”: 
foreign power. It was reitiaihed in 
the arret, that the prefent embar- 
raffinent ‘might ferve as a lefon to 
future imprudence. | But it would 


ens ras 


at the mercy 
tribunal was 


be found, it was anfwered, iH cal- 
culated for that purpofe. Inipra- 


to prey Upgi , 


-sound up With a Joan. 
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dence is a deficiency of the mina, 
that leads us to overlook, in fome 
important confideration, circum- 
z neces that ought to have enteres 
nto our eftimate. But the inter- 
rence of government diffolving 
the voluatary engagements of ind- 
viduals, was not a circumftance of 
that nature. To thefe arguments 
was added, by the adverfaries of 
the controller-general, an imputa- 
tion of finiXer motives, and this 
imputation was endeavoured to be 
confirmed by an allufion tahis con- 
neétion with Mr. le Couteulx de Ja 
Norave, an eminent banker of the 
city of Paris. But a connection be- 
twecn a minifter of finance anda 
perfon of this defcription, is too 
fimple a circumftance. to affard 
ground for fo heinous a charge... It 
fhould) feem however, that thefe 
meatuces, however honeftly — de- 
by gued, or wilely projected, did not 
roduce any futhcient or perma- 
ient effet. ' 
We have already faid, that the 
accounts of the year 1785 were 
The a- 
mount of the loan was 3,330,000l. 
fierling, with an intereft of five 
per cent. and the capital redeem- 
able in,a period of ten years, In 
the Ha nble to the edit by which 
at was eftadlifhed, it yas remarked, 
that, notwithianding the canfider- 
able expences of the yGals the pay- 
iM site rgative tothe diferent fer- 
vices bad pot on that account been 
retar ded for g moment, the periods 


nt9 which the faith of government 


Rad been pledged had been punc- 
Taally obferved, the terms.ol cei- 
tain, redemptions had even been 
ap icipated, anc the arrears of, the 

ublic annuitants had been dif- 
_ Charged with gr: -ater regulagity than 
in any, former, inftance. It was 
added, “that ‘government was now 
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arrived at the moment of yan 
ing not only the debts of the lait 
war, but likewife the refidues of 
the various departments; that their 
entire acquittal would take place in 
the year 1786; and that, though 
recourle wasnow had with regret 
toa loan, vet the king had the fa- 
tisfaction of being affured, that with 
this aflifiance he fhould be able to 
effet that evtire elearance with- 
out which order was impoflible, 
and to maintain that abundance of 
refource, to which the nioft ufeful 
Operations were indebted for their 
energy and exiftence. 

‘The edict for eftablifhing this 
Joan encountered the greateft diff- 
part of the parla 
ment of Paris, whofe bufinefs it 
was td record it in the public regif- 
ters: On the tsventieth of Decem- 
her, the king fignified to the felecc 
deputation, who were commiflioned 
to convey to him the repetition of 
their rcfpe“tful ‘remonttrances, thet 
he expected to be obeyed without 
farthir delay. Accordingly, the 
ceremony of the regiftering took 
place on the next “y but was 
accompanied with a refolution, im- 
porting, that public economy was 
the only genuine fource of abun- 
dant revenues, the only means of 
providing for the ticcefitjes of the 
ftate, and of reftoring that credit 
which horrowing had reduced to the 
brink of ruin. 

This proceeding being known, 
the king rquired on the twenty- 
third the attendance of the grand 
deputation of the parliament.” On 
that ocesfion he erafea from their 
records the refolurion that ‘had been 
adopted; and obferved, that an #f- 
fim ly fo thoroughly verfed in'the 
eftablithed pe ought never to 
have infersed in the aét of regifter- 
ing, ueftined to be publithed in the 
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AND 


extenfive manner, 


moft 


mitted to hold with the fovereign, 
That the parliament fhould com. 
municate by its refpectful reprefent, 
ations whatever might intereft the 
good of the public fervice and the 
hanpinefs of the people, was per. 
fedtly agreegble to his majefty’s 
pleafure; but he would never con. 
fent, that they fhould fo far abute 
his confidence and clemency, as to 
make themf<lves at all times and in 


‘al! places, the cenfors of his admi- 


niftration. He expected, that 
parliament fhou}d confine the ex 
preffions of their zeal within the li- 
mits of thet wifdom and loyalty 
which impreffed the hearts o. its 
members... He deelar: 4 i:imfelf fa- 
tisfied with his coatroller-general, 
and determined on no sccount to 
fuffer groundlefs apprehenfions to 
interfere with the execution of plans 
calculated for the good of the ftate, 
and the eafe of the nation. He 
direfted the difmiffion of one of 
their officers from farther fervice. — 

The.difficultics that attended this 
tranfaétion, induced Mr. de Calonne 
to enquire, with more anxiety than 
he had hitherto done, into the real 
ftate of the public finances. ‘That 
he had maintained the moft fcrupu- 
lous punctuality in every public 
payment, was a circumftence highly 
to his honour, and which we have 
never feen gu.ftioned by his moft 
inveterate enemies. The other af- 
ferzion of the preamble to the edié 
of a loan, refpecting the profperous 
and enviable fituation of the public 
revenue, was of a more ambiguous 
charatter. It was prabably true in 


the itriéteft and moft limited con- 


ftrudtion of the words of the edict; 
but it was not true in the general 
fenfe in which it would {trike 4 


circum. oe 
ftances which exifted only in the — 
intimate relation. they were pe 


fuper 
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{uperficial obferver. It might per- 


_ - haps be proper to keep the fubject 


for a certain period in a confiderable 
degree of obfcurity, and not to dif- 
clofe to the public the true dithcul- 
ties of their Eocisien. till the precife 
moment when the remedies were 
prepared for their adoption. But 
it can hardly be believed, that Mr. 
de Calonne did not already fufpect, 
that the revenue was fo circum- 
fanced as not to admit of a true 
balance without the application of 
fuch remedies. He faw that the 
period of inyeftigating the public 
fituation could be deterred no loug- 
er. He perceived that the parlia- 
ment was neither a fit inftrument 
for introducing a new order into 

ublic affairs, nor would fubmit to 
be a paflive machine for fanétion- 
ing the plans of a minifter, even if 
thofe plans were the emanations of 
perfect wifdom. ‘They had neither 
temper to be inftructed, vor energy 
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and character enough to render theit 
fuffrage decifive. He believed, that 
by the meafures he had already 
adopted, meafures of many of 
which the ability and the falutary 
tendency cannot be denied, he had 
praperes the way for rendering that 
crifs aufpicious, which the fituation 
of the public made peg Sgr 
He had reftored credit to the trea- 
fury, he had eftablifhed an inviol- 
able fund for the difcharge of the 
public burthens, he had given proofs 
of a mind capable of the greateft 
undertakings. He came therefore 
to the invefligation of thele new 
embarafflments, not with reluctance 
and apprehenfion, but with a head 
active and fertile, a difpofition vi- 
gorous, ardent and enterprifing, 
and a heart capable of thirfting 
after immertal fame, and of defir- 
ing in no«ommon degrée public 
happineis and public virtue, 





C H A 
Grand Projet of Mr. de Calonne. 


T has perhaps been the fortune 

of every country that has at- 
tained to a high degree of know- 
ledge and civilization, to poflefs in 
fome period of its hiftory the bleff- 
ings of freedom. France had hi- 
therto been an exception to this 
rule. In iiterature fhe may be re- 
garded as having been the diator 
of Europe; in policy and internal 
government, her advontages have 
been few. Many ftates had been 
able to create to themfelves a bafis 
of f redom, more or lefs perfect, 
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out of the ruins of the feudal fyf- 
tem: France was not equally for- 
tunate. The narrow and fyftema- 
tical government of Charles the 
Wile, the mean and felfifh policy of 
Louis the Eleventh, the yrafping 
ambition of Richelieu, and the of- 
tentatious defpotifm of. Louis the 
Fourteenth, had fucceffively crufhed 
and overborne fuch fymptoms of 
fpirit and independence, as occafion- 
ally difplayed themielves. Few 
countries have produced more ani- 
mated and judicious compofitions 
A¥4 on 
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16 hea 
on the fubje% of liberty. The re- 
utation of Montefquicu, Poufieau, 
Prelvetiue, Mably, Waynal, and 
others, wil] not be confined to the 
nation in which they wrote, but 
will prodably furvive to a diftant 
erity. ° It is however remark- 
abli, that thefe writers appear to 
ree among themielves in defpair- 
ing ‘of the ‘public, in treating’ the 
French.4s a people incapable of the 
advantages of freedom. Perhaps 
this was the impreflion which the 
contemplation of an odious and op- 
reflive form of government might 
ine Sed to make upon minds of 
gentility and refinement, But’ it 
may be, they counted too little upon 
ithe influence of their own wr itings. 
Some of the very circumftances that 
excited their apprehenfions, were 
favourablé to the idea of a revolu- 
tion. A form of government that 
fubfifted upon fpies, informers, and 
fecret inprifonment ; a fyftem of 
privileges that reguiariy exempt ted 
the motit opulent orders of the ftate 


‘from an adeguate contribution to 


the public burthens; were traits 
too corrupt in their nature not to 
include im themitelves as it were a 
pein iple of renovation. 

The fources of national enfran- 
chifement have always “ate tthimi- 
nation and wifdom in the people at 
large ; the occafion is generally ta 
be found. iy the pecuniary embar- 
raffments. of government. It was 
thus that the necc Mrous fituation of 
the hoyfe of Spoart upon their ac- 
ceffion to the throne of England, 

‘ane the means of difplaying the 
patriotifm of a Pym and a Hamp- 
den, a Ruifel and a Sydney. The 

value of ali commodities was 
hanged, and the amount of the 
fut fidies, inftesd of rifing along 
wih ths circumftance, had funk 
greatly below their original value. 


AND 


Elizabeth underftood the Gtustie 
and encountered it with the me 
rigid frugality. eed N stint af 
the houfe ‘of Stuart w incapable 
of thi: comprehenfion, nd. by thetr 
profufsnets and prodigality, ad. 
vanced with hafty fteps to the ruin 
of their prerogative. oe 

Mr. de Calonne, at the er af 
which we are treating, pcrccived 
the neceflity of hav ng rer auth to 3 
new fvitem of Day ‘Lhe parlia. 
ments were obftinate ee unmanaze. 
able. Senttble that there was no 
other body in the nttion thet could 
plead agzintt the king the caufe of 
the people, they ha ad indulged in 
the moft ridiculous pretenfons, 
There wes not an attribute ofa 
genuine legiflative afiembly, that 
thev did not feem a: firous to engro 
to them{clves. They aimed at ia 
troducing the mo‘t narrow and in 
of all a: ut eract $3 a body 
of | wrers, Originally inde tell for 
their appor: itments to the k inv, but 
ultienately claiming the right of 
dictating both to the king : nd the 
nation. But, odious as the parlia- 
nents were, abftr:ctediy confidered, 
they were tn a certain deg e€ ACs 
ce ptabr to tae nation, as being the 
only cheek upon the acting 
power, that of the fove: ‘eign, In: 
genious and enlightened “lancafoal 
as were the people of France, ea- 
gerly as they had imbibed the prin- 
ciples ot liberty and independence, 
In the writings of their darling aur 
thi 1S, thjs Was not a, moment in 
which to fupprefs the only power of 
cqatrol that remained, and to rem 
dex the government more arbitrary 
and defpotical, 

Under rhefe cireumftances the 
only alternative that feemed to re- 
main, was to have recourfe to fome 
other aff-mbly, more dignifid and 
folemn in its ciuaracter, and that 

should 
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theyld cofit in. a greater degree of 
members from the various orders of 
the ftate and the dilfenee POMS t? 
of the kingdom, This feemed to 
promife to be a popular meature, 
It would have the air of confulting 
the nation where the nation was 
chiefly concerned; it would imply 
a deterence to the people at large, 
thar might be expected in the pie- 
{ent {tate of public opinion, to prove 
greatly acceptable. In a tranlag- 
tion of this fort, it was natural to 
have recourfe to precedent retpect- 
ing the formn of the aflembly. In 
different periods of the French hil- 
tory, there were two forts of pub- 
lic convocation, both of which might 
be regarded as in fome meaiure re- 
prefe ntative of the nation. The 
crue and legitimate aifembly was the 
{tates - neral, freely chofen by the 
different orders and provinces of the 
kingdom. Another affembly had 
occafionally been fubffituted in the 
room of this, either on account of 
the extraordinary expedition that 
was thought to be neceflary, or be- 
caufe the monarch, je lous of his 
prerogatives, was unwilling to fub- 
mit his meafures to the cenfure of a 
popular aflembly, ‘This was the 
meeting of the notables, a numer 
of perfons from atl parts of the 
kingdom, felected chietiy from the 
higher orders of the fate, and no- 
minated by the king Limielf. This 
aflembly had be: n convened by king 
Henry the Fourth, and again by 
Louis the Thirteenth. The ftates- 
general had not met fince the year 
16. It will readily be imagined, 
that it was the notables that was 
fixed upon by Mr. de Calonne, as 
the inftiument for carrying his pro- 
yect into execution. This conven- 
tion feemed to affimilate better with 
the exifting modes of government ; 
and was more likely to obtain the 
gouient of the king and the perfons 
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interefted in the dire‘tion of affairs; 
than the popular alleyably which 
they Joubtlets regavded with aver- 

fion. d +s ° 
It inay not be impertinent in this 
place to remark the tallacy of ge- 
neral reatonings. upon. hiftorical 
facts. Political writers, and hiftori- 
ans are apt to, forget that the cha- 
raéters that tall under: their review, 
are fufceptible of principles and prey 
judiccs, and:to. cegayd them, as in- 
fluenced only by politieal confidera- 
tions. We have obferved, that the 
abolitien or reitrictionf.of the parli- 
aments, was a mature that, could 
ieareely have been adojred with any 
wolpe.t of faecels. . We amight 
have added, that it was a meaiure 
for which Mr, de Calonne would 
have felt very little predileétion. 
Were we even to imagine him un- 
reftrained from the introduétion of 
defpotifin by principles of reétitude 
end duty, his prejudices were great- 
ly in favour of the courts of juftice. 
Though obliged by his fituation te 
ftruggle with their intemperate op- 
pofition, he did not forget that he 
was Lorn as:t were in the profef- 
fion of the magiftracy, and he was 
deeply and invincibly attached to 
thei interefts. Perfonal feelings of 
a fiamilsr nature were not’ probably 
without their influence in leading 
him to prefer a convention of the 
notables to the aflembly of the 
ftates-gencral. We have already 
obferved, upon the inconfiftency of 
his character. Formed as one would 
imagine to comprehend the moft 
liberal principles of commerce, he 
repeatedly in his meafures adhered 
to the narroweft principles of mo- 
nopoly. Formed to underftaad the 
bafis of property and the fources of 
national wealth, and frequently a- 
dopting the moft generous.and f{pi- 
rited ideas upon thefe fubjects, we 
deflderate in his gonduct the uni- 
form 
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rfuit of this fyftem. In 
on ae manner, though no man 
farely was more capable of under- 
ing the benefits of freedom 
and the rights of mankind, cre x 
mo man appears in certain refpects 
to have loved them better, yet he 
fuffered the prejudices of education 
and an unmeaning attachment and 
gratitude to the individual that fill- 
ed-the throne, to ftruggle, fome- 
times fuccefsfully to ftruggle, with 
principles of everlafting import- 
ance. 

The firft-refalt of the refieCtions 
of Mr.’ de Calonne in this inter- 
efting fituation, appeared in a pro- 
je& prefented to the king on the 
twentieth of Auguft 1786, but 
which was not intended for the eve 
of the public. In this eflay he 
fets out with obferving, that the 
melioration of the finances was ef- 
fentially conneéted with public or- 
der, and that they could not be 
placed upon a folid bafis, otherwife 
than by the reformation of what- 
ever was vicious in the conftitution 
of the ftate. What the national 
benefit required, could not be ef- 
fected by partial operations, and 
the reparation of the whole was 
neceflary to prevent the ruin of the 
whole. Of confequence the plan 
he had formed embraced all the 

arts of the monarchy, and was 

tended to bring them to a clofer 
union. It was not an invention, 
it was rather an abftract of defigns 
for the public good that had long 
been formed by the ableft minifters. 
it was in the redrefs of abufes that 
a more adequate revenue was to be 
fought ; the fame operations would 
produce relief to the oppreffed and 
order in the finances. Mr. de 
Calonne prefented his projeA with 
eorfidence, becaufe he felt that in- 
ternal perfuafion, with which it wa: 
the property of gguth only to be 
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accompanied. It would be anip,  ~ 
exhauftible fource of happinets to 


the people of France; it would fet 


the monarch for ever at reft refpeq. 


ing the fituation of his finances; 
wt would raife his power higher 
than that of the moft profperous 
of his anceftors, and enrol his name 
with thofe of the moft virtuous aad 
enlightened legiflators. The mini: 
fter was ready to facrifice himfelf 
without hefitation, to fecure the 
fuccefs of fo beneficent a plan; he 
would not regret being the victim 
of having merely attempted it. But 
what rendered his propofing it an 
abfolute duty, what induced him te 
conjure his majefty to adopt it, was, 
that, out of the circle of this re. 
formation, he could forefee nothing 
but calamity and ruin. 

My. de Calonne intended his pre- 
fent memorial as the fketch only of 
a more circumftantial difcuffion; 
and he entered upon his enquiy 
with a retrofpect to the actual ftate 
of the finances, After having ftated 
and explained the amount of the ac- 
tual deficit, he intended to trace it 
to its origin, to afcend to the pe 
riod of his majefty’s acecflion, and 
to purfue its gradual increafe to the 
prefent moment, Such was the 
exifting fituation, that to impofe 
new taxes was impoffible, to conti: 
nue the method of borrowing was 
ruinous, and to have recourfe only 
to economical reforms, would be 
found wholly inadequate. 

In confidering the new order of 
things it would be neceflary to ef- 
tablith, the firft point Mr. de Ca- 
lonne had to examine was the land 
tax. The equalization of this fpe: 
cies of revenue, without fuffering 


any privilege or exemption to inter: 
fere with its courfe, was the firft of — 


all laws, the fureft means of aug: 
menting the public income, with 


Out injury to the pcople, the only A 


fecret 
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lied. Such a contribution having 
or its bafis the entire mafs of pro- 


~~ duétion, might be collected either 
- in kind where that method was 


practicable, or in money where it 
was otherwife ; would be the im- 
mediate fubftitute of the prefent 
land-tax, or vingtiémes; and would 
lead, by the natural operation of 
an equitable diftribution, to the an- 
nihilation of all taxes that were 


' wnequal in their npture, and that 


bore partially upon agriculture. In 
this object was unavoidably included 
the redemption of the debt of the 
clergy. $ 

Nothing wits more defirable than 
the perpetual removal of arbitrary 
and oppreflive principles trom every 
{pecies of taxation, To effect this 
Mr. de Calonne propofed, that the 
‘particular diftribution of every im- 
spot fhould be made by the contri- 
-butors. He conceived, that he 
could deduce from the very confti- 
tution of the kingdom, the idea of 


’ a gradual order of deliberative af. 


iemblies, through the channel of 
which the fentiments of the nation 


_ refpecting the nature of the public 


burthens, might be regularly con- 
veyed without impeachment of po- 
litical order; the taxes lightened 


* throuch the intervention of thofe 


rt 
in 
i 


bare 


who bore them; and many benefirs 
procured to the nation, which would 
be regarded as by fo much the more 
soapy becaufe they were the 
ruits of their own folicitation. 

In applying the fame principles 
to agriculture, Mr. de Calonne re- 
commended the.giving to the corn- 
trade an entire and abfolute free- 
dom ; and the abolition of the cor- 
vee, or eftablifhed method of re- 
pairing the pobre roads, by the 
compulfory labour of the neigh- 
bourjng inhabitants, fubftituting in 


~ 3S room a commutation in money. 


HISTOR Y. t9 
With refpeét to commerce, it was 
inteaded to abolifh all internal taxa- 
tion between province and province, 
to reduce all commedities to an wn 
form tariff, to ebvlith fuch impatts 
as might be found conliderably op- 
pretlive, and to allexjate by an im- 
portant variation the burthen of the 
gabelle. A fcheme for remedying 
the inconveniences occafioned by the 
revocation of the edict of Nantes, 
entered into this part of the plan. 

An additional article in pro- 
ject of Mr. de Calonne, ‘related to 
the rayal domains. Under this 
head he propofed the abolition of 
the feudal rights as they —— 
the king, the fuppreflion of the ex- 
ifting adminiftration of river and 
foreft laws, and the application of 
the maney that fhould accrue, to 
the liquidation of the public bug- 
thens. 

The concluding part of the mi- 
nifter’s plan applied. thefe projects 
to their immediate abject, the meli- 
oration of the revenue. Here he 
undertook to fhow what augmenta- 
tion of income might be expected 
to refult from the meafures pro- 
~— ; what retrenchments it might 

e practicable to introduce into the 
expenditure ; and what ought to 
conititute the bafis of a national 
credit, capable of providing re- 
fources for future emergency. For 
the promotion of thefe objects he 
recommended the improving the 
collection of the ftamp duties, to- 
gether with a moderate augmenta- 
tion of their amount to be reftri¢ted 
entirely to the more opulent clafles ; 
the adoption of certain operations 
for effecting in the leaft burthen- 

me manner the redemption of 
fuch parts of the national debt as 
were limited in their iod, and 
for gradually com g and di- 
minifhing the amount of the re. 


fource of auticipations ; laftly, the 
de- 





devifing meafts for rendering more 
national and more ufeful to the 
publics:to ‘commerce, and to the 
ye the i ant eftablifhment 
ofthe caifle d’efcompte. ‘The pro- 
-je& concluded with the propofal of 
-an afiembly of notables, as the in- 
difpentible condition of the enter- 
prifep the moft judicious meafure 
forthe removal of difficulties; for 
effeéting. the immediate execntion, 
and’ fecuring the permanent exift- 
-ence of whatever meafures the exi- 
gences of the: ftate or the welfare 
of) the public -might render ‘de@t- 
able. 

It fhould feem to be impoflible 
to review this grand project without 
‘feeling difpofed to do homage to 
the merits of its author. Perhaps 
in no inftance in the annals of civil 
policy, fhall we find comprefied into 
fo narrow compafs, views io compre- 
-henfive and unconfined, fo profound a 
edifcernment of the nature of govern- 
-mentand the fources of human happi- 
neis, fo magnanimous a fuperiority 
‘to local prejudices, and to the ap- 
prehenfion of what might be op- 
poted to it by fufpicious ufurpation 
and interefted cabal. Other mini- 
fters have introduced partial re- 
forms, and diftinguifhed themfelves 
by individual enterprifes for the 
public good ; but their undertak- 
* ings have been timorous and limit- 
ed. Other men have formed entire 
fyitems of general melioration an] 
happinefs; but it has been in the 
folitude of the clofet and the ido- 
lence of fpeculation. What fufpi- 
cion is it pofhible for us to caft upon 
the motives of fuch an undertaking ? 
Can tuch a mafs of public advan- 
tage be meditated, snd no advantage 
be defigned ? What petty intereft 
could ghe minifter have in fo ar- 
duous and&magnificent an enter- 
. prize? He wanted, it mav be, to 





perpetuate himfelf in offke, -But’ 


' Nea A 
petty interefl haé recourfe to exp 
dients and temporifing ; anc, wha.” 


ever fome may imagine, the fr. 
courfe of expedients and temporifine 
would ftill, to a groveling difpof. 
tion, have appeared produttivg, 
Could the miod that was capabk 
of ripening fo vaft a project, b 
blind to the perils that muft attend 
upon its execution? If this were 
impofhble, then muft the minifte 
have either been animated by th 
pureft affectio» for hts country and 
mankitid, or by'‘a thirft of fate, 
which, when it is directed towards 
objefts of univerfal benefit, ch 
fearcely by any 2ualyiis be feparated 
from virtre itfelf. The projects of 
Mr. de Calonne have obt-ined the 
moft decifive evidence of their ex 
treme worth. Succeeded by minif 
ters of the moft hoftile intention, 
and ‘who purfued his reputation 
with the moft unexaimpled aiperity, 
thefe very minifters were obiiged'ts 
adopt, and by adopting to applaud, 
the meafures he propofed. Hb 
projects bid fair for fecuring te 
theinfelves thet verdiét which is the 
conftant accompamment of true 
fame. ‘They may be for a time fe 
fitted, and their author calumniatéd 
and vilified ; but this enmity wil 
terminate in their adoption, amd 


. 
< 


the future conftitution of Franee 


“will record the merit of Mr. de Ca 


Jone. Among other circumftancs, 
it is not the leaft worthy of our at- 
tention, that the firft projection 0 
thefe meafures, appears to have 
been little lefsthan complete. They 
underwent a remarkable degree @ 
diftuffion ; but, though in cone 
quence of this, Mr. de Calonm 


thought proper to vary them ima) 

é 2 e off ee 
few circumitances to-fuit receivél ~~ 
prejudices, he never faw occafidn ey 


et 


ors, 
re 


materially to alter them from com: 


derations of policy, wifdom; “and F 
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nary mind. 
There was fomething however in 
the pr opofal of Mr. de C Calonne ele- 
wane grand, and fublime, which 
wot {.rve to confole its author 
—- r the multiplied difficulties he 
muft expect to encounter 1n its exe- 
cution. The minfter had a more 
painful tafk to difcharge. An un- 
dertaking of this fort muft be con- 
duct dw vith paticnee and delibera- 
tion to its full maturity. In his ap- 
prehenfion, the fituation of France 
had by no means been ripe for fuch 
a dk fig n at his acceflion to office. 


He had not felt the full extent of 
the emergency till more than two 
years after that event. Perfons, 
that fall reflect upon the greatnets 
of the plan, the multiplied re- 
fearches that were neve lary betore 
it cou tid % be pt perl ly digeited, the 


many obtta bet that would inev itably 
oppofe themfelves to its exec ution, 
will not be furprifed that twelve 
months were ultimately confumed 
in the tranfaions that preceded 
the, fubmitting it to the affembled 
chiefs of the mation. But how was 
this interval to be provided for ? 
The great ftimulus to the under- 
taking was, the pecunia uy embar- 
raflments of the nation, and thefe 


-embarraflinents were: not 1j kely to 
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§ the experi ment was 


prefent themfelves with lefy unpor- 
tunity during the interval we have 
deferibed. The ingenuous and a- 
vowed refources of a true financier, 
were fhut up upon adminiftration, 
AV new tax could not be levied ; this 
would be indecently. to anticipate 
the decifion of the affembly 
notables. A new loan could not b 

raifed ; the parliament had declared 
pitfelf hott ile to this operation of 
* financ e, and at the prefent moment 

not to be made. 

The deficit of the year 1754, the 
& of Mr. de Calonne’s adminif- 


ot, 
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tration, according to the calcula- 
tions that were now made,-appear- 
ed to amount [0 3,23¢,@00l. fter- 
ling; and the deficit of the: year 
1756, was 4,200,000l. exclufive of 
the loan of December 1785, the 
amount of which was applied to the 
difcharge of the arrears of the na- 
val department, that ftill remained 
trom the expences of the wars The 
difference of thee two fums appears 
ta correfpond with tolerable accu- 
racy to the current intereft of the 
loans, which had been made in the 
interval, and which weve applied 
refpeclively either to the difcharge 
of arrears, or the payment of the 
extraordinary fervices that had oce 
curred during this period. But the 
entire chafm we have fpecified of 
4,20: ,00c]. mutt neceffarily be fill- 
ed up; and it was peculiarly necef- 
fary that the embarraflinents of go- 
vernment fhou!ld not be fo much as 
fuipected by the nation, till the 
moment that was deftined for their 
final dilclofure. 

‘The only refource that feemed to 
remain to Mr. de Calonne,. and 
which had been in frequent ufe 
with his predeceflors in offiee, was 
that of creating new ftock in the 
public funds, in a mode not formal 
and direct, and which therefore 
was not in the practice of being 
fubmitted to the regiftery of the 

yavliaments. . This was done in the 
following inauner, The intereft of 
individuals in the Engiith tunds, is 
afcgrtained merely by an entry in 
the accounts of the bank of Eng- 
land In France every man is his 
own depohtary, and conftantly re- 
tains in his hands a certificate 
or bill, declaring the amount of his 
claim. The minifter therefore, 
who has recourfe to the expedient 
we have mentioned, fixes upon fome 
loan whofe capital he thinks proper 
to"increafe, negociates with certain 

money- 
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sholders or faStors, the a- 
mount of the fum he is defirous tu 
raife, and then diretts certificates 
to be ifued to that amount. The 
ently check upon this mode of pro- 
ceeding on the part of government, 
is the entry in the accounts of na- 
tional ftcck, which are publicly kept 
atthe Hotel de Ville. 

The operations of this fort now 
adopted by the controller general, 
were of two claffes. The loan of 
March 1781, had, previoutly to his 
appointment to office, received an 
addition of 300,000!. ; it was now 
farther increafed by a fum of about 
24200,006!. ‘The loan of January 
2782, which, from a capital of lefs 
than 3,00cjoo0!. had rifen at that 
period to a capital of more than 
6,000,000l. now received an addi- 
tion of rys00,cech. Thefe two re- 
fources combined with the ordinary 
anticipations, filled up the deficit 
of the eftimate of the year 1786. 

A proceeding of this fort, taken 
independently of the particular cir- 
cumftances with which it may be 
connected, is doubtlefs entitled to 
our unqualified cenfure. If we 
confider it in a light purely financial, 
nothing can tend fo directly to the 
or of public credit, as an 
indire@ interference with the a- 
mount of a national debt. If we 
confider it as connected with the 
great principies of policy, no form 
of government can furely be more 

y deplorable, than that which 
allows a ininifter, acting in the name 
of the public, to borrow large fums 
- of money in any private manner 
with impunity. The checks which 
now exiited in France upon the con- 
duét of the financial department, 
were feeble, ill-contrived, and in- 
oe but it appears, that even 

checks government was regu- 
larly accuitomed to fupertede. 

No apvlogy can be futhcient for 
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the employment of fuch a Sie *: 


but that of unfurmountable n 


a proceeding of this fort, criminal 
in its abftraét nature, may even} 


thought intitled to approbation anj * 


applaufe. At all events it de. 
ferves to be remarked, that, in the 
whole of Mr. de Calonne’s adni. 
niftration taken together, this expe. 
dient fearcely appears to have been 
fo liberally employed, as in a perind 
of time of equal extent immediate 
preceding ; that he had early in hi — 
adminiftration explicitly condemned 
the extenfion of loans, though in 
the prefent emergency he conceived 
himfelf unable to difcover any other 
method of carrying on the affairs of 
government ; that he had provided, 
and as it fhould feem with fuccef, 
by various precautions, to prevent 
the extenfion of his own loans ; and 
that, exclufively of the extenfion 
that have been defcribed, he had hi 
therto in the whole courfe of his ad- 
miniftration, employed this refouree 
only to the amount of 830,000), 
fterling. 

The catalogue of the tranfac 
tions of the government of Frant - 
for the year 1786, that do not im- 
mediately relate to the topic of 
finance, is far from being numer 
ous. The moft confiderable arti 
cle is the treaty of commerce com 
cluded with the court of Great Bri- 
tain on the twenty-fixth of Septem 
ber, and which has already been 
noticed under the department of 
domeftic concerns in our former 
volume. It had been preceded on 
the tenth of November 1785 by4 
commercial treaty with Hollan¢, 
and was followed on the eleventh 
of January 1787 by a compat d 
the fame nature with the em 
of Rufia. Thefe contracts weft 
formed with more impartiality and 
candour, and had a greater tendency 
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e) to the general encouragement of 


a found in the treaties of modern 


r., . 
- 


commerce, than is commonly to be 


times. Parties in Great Britain 
were fedulous te prove that the ad- 
vantages were all on the fide of 
France, as her commedities, her 
wines for inftance, were endemial 
and inalienable; whereas in our 
commodities, which are of the fpe- 


- vies of manufactures, we can boaft 


| fuperiority. 


7 


» public attention. 


only an incidental and precarious 
Among the French, 
on the other hand, the treaty ex- 
cited murmurs, and was criticifed 
with afperity. Their manufaurers, 
like the manufacturers of every 
other country, were anxious to unite 
indolence and the acquifition of 
riches; and would rather have 
been indebted for their fuccefs to 
litical partialities, than to fagacity, 
induftry, and the natural advantage 
which the artifan of every country 
mutt poffefs in the domettic market 
over the importing artifan of an 
_ foreign country. The philofopher 
will not greatly fympathife with the 
apprehentive felfifhnefs of either of 
—thefe pawies. He will behold with 
complacence the tranfactions of go- 
'vern:ents and ftates, that are de- 
firned to co-operate with the tend- 
encies of nature, and that fuffer her 
to unfold herfelf in her genuine 
-hixurtance and vigour. Both the 
Englith and the Ruffian treaties 
were limited to a period of twelve 
ears. 
While France was engaged in 
thefe amicable negociations, fhe 
did not entirely forget what might 
feem due to her charafer and fitua- 
tion in the ieale of nations. The 
_ fortifications of Cherbourg occu- 
| pied a confiderable degree of the 
Similar projects 

were formed, but upon a {mailer 
' alc, for the ports of Dunkirk and 


> Dieppe. Sums of money had heen 
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expended by government upon the 
achiaieeh of Rochelle and Sieve: It 
was probably in order to give yreat- 
er eclat and energy to the firft of 
thefe works, the harbour of Cher- 
bourg, that the king vifited that 
place in the month of June. The 
amount of what was expended ther¢ 
on the part of government during 
a period of two years, was 38: ,occl. 
fterling. 

The fummonfes for calling toge- 
ther the afflembly of notables were 
dated on the twenty-ninth of De- 
cember. They were addreffed to 
feven princes of the blood, nine 
dukes and peers of France, eight 
field-marfhals, twenty-two nobles, 
eight counfellors of ftate, four maf- 
ters of requefts, eleven archbifhops 
and bifhops, thirty-feven of the 
heads of the law, twelve deputies 
of the pays d’états, the lieutenant- 
civil, and twenty-five magiftrates of 
the different towns of the kingdom. 
The aflembly was deftined to con- 
fift of one hundred and forty-four 
members; and the period appoint- 
ed for their opening, wasthe twenty- 
ninth of the foltowing month. 

As this important event was more 
nearly approachmg, it became in- 
cumbent upon the members of ad- 
miniftration to be doubly vigilant 
to ituffer no fmifter event to over- 
fpread the profpect, or to alienate 
the minds of the nation they had 
undertaken to confult. The credit 
of government was anxioufly to be 
maintained, If it were proper to 
declare the ftate of affairs explicitly, 
and to prefent the wounds of the 
community to be healed by the 
community itfelf, it was however 
indifpenfible till that circumftance, 
to allow the health of the public to 
to fuffer no farther injury, and not 
to permit that diforder to become 
irretrievalde, which all thefe prepa- 
rations were intended to remove, 


Thefe 





Thefe. prineiples feem’ to be tncon- 


trovertible: it remains to be confi- 
deved, whether the meafures adopt- 
ed by Mr. de Calonne, as the bett 
or the only exp-.dients that the fitu- 
ation world admit, were really ‘en- 
titled to that character. 

The firft thing to be provided for 
was a loan, the neceiiitv for which 
certainly was not altered by any ap- 
parent impoffibility of procuring 
-an edict for that purpote to be re- 
giftered by the parliament. The 
meafures of finance adopted by the 
notables, would of courte be the 
refult, not the precurfors of invefti- 
ogation; and a prudent government 
would not fix upon the era of fo 
novel a proceeding, to be totally 
-unprovided of funds for the ex- 
pences of the ftate. “Phe manners 
of the nation were entirely « ianged 
from what they had been at the laft 
meeting of fuch an aflembly ; their 
minds were .become in a much 
_greater degree inquifitive, indepen- 

-dent, intrepid, and adventurous. Ad- 

mitting in its fulleit extent the fa- 
-gacity of calling them together, it 
might readily be fufpect:d, that the 
extent of their refearches was not 
capable of previous calculation. E- 
vents. might arife, that would ren- 
def their difpofitions pertinacious 
and unmanageable, and draw out 
their debates into unexpected pro- 
‘lixity.. The convoking them, at 
the fame time that it was fuppoted 
to have a tendency to preclude fu- 
ture irregularities, might render a 
final deviation in the prefent mo- 
ment only fo much the more irrciiit- 
ible. 

The fum that Mr. de Calonne 
thought it necetiary to procure for 
the poblic treatury, wes 2, )16,20c). 
A inode of raifing this fum through 
the medium of the éaitic Wefcompte, 
.was fuggetted to bim by an indivi. 
Gualconvertant in iubjccis of tinance, 


: 


oh 
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and ultimately adopted. The in. 
tereft of the money was fixed at 
five per cent. and the caiffe was 
allowed to create new actions to the 
amount of the principal. The loay 


was negociated in the month of © 

January ; and in the fpring of the 7 
year 1787 extenfions were made of | 7 
preceding loans to the amount of | ~ 


560,00cl. fterling. 


Another objeét was at this time | 


imprefled upon the attention of the 
minifter, which he conceived to be lit. 


tle lefs interetting. In recapitplating 7 


the events of the year 1785, we had 
occation to remark upon the alarm. 
ing and deplorable degree in which 
the {pirit of gaming had infefted the 
public funds. The remedies, which 
were then fuyggefted, thouch fufh- 
ciently ftrone in their nature, did 
not appear to be attended with all 


the falutary effe:'s which had been | 


hoved from them. Partial in their 
operation, momentary in their ef- 
t.¢ts, they difperfed a cloud which 
delayed not to gather a fecond 
time, and to threaten the moft tre- 
mendous confequences. A farther 
edict had appeared upon* the fub- 
ject in the month of Oétober 1786, 
declaring it unlawful in_ perfons 
contra¢ting for the future delivery 


af fteck, to adopt for the term of ia 


their contra‘ts a more diftant period 
thhn two morths. 


of the former year, as 1t did not af 
ume a retrofpective power; but it 
was far from ftriking at the root 
of the evil, and putting 2 period te 


the alarms that governmeft had 14 


conceived, 


In alt extraordimary emergencies, 7 
it is impoilible that thofe who ate 
at the head of affairs, fhonld not We 
anxioufly remark the fluctuations of o 


the price of ffock. Credit, which 
is fo delfeate in its exiftence, as to 
be perceptibly aifeéted by imaginz- 

ry 





This meafure 77 
was lefs open to objection than thofe 7 


— — oo le sl Oe 





ae OPW re hm 


7. 


yf 


fe 
i. 


ot 
to 


ad 


"S, 
fe 


ch 
fo 
\a- 


ry 


FOREIGN 


ry caufes, may well be expected to 
conceive alarm from novelty and 
innovation. Faction and intrigue 
will fometimes co-operate with the 
{pe culations of avarice and the ap- 
prehenfio: is of timidity, and occa- 
fion an inordinate depreciation in 
the price of annuities. Thefe were 
the reafonings that fuggefted them- 
{elves to Vergennes and Calonne, 
and induced them to conc lude, that, 
though the indirect interference of 
government in the negociation of 
actions was generally to be con- 
demned, it might however become 
upon the prefent occalion falutary 
and advil ible. 

The firft proceeding of this fort 
that was adopted, was the employ- 
ment of 41,6001. in the purchafe 
of fhares in the loan of December 
1784, commonly called the loan of 

2¢ millions, which feems to have 
been regarded as the ftandard of the 
market. The final expence of this 
operation to the public, was fome- 
thing more than 25 per cent upon 
the capital advanced. 

But this proceeding was deemed 
nk wg: ite to the extent of the emer- 

gency. The ftocks, as we havealready 
mentic med, that were chiefly affeét- 
ed by the ipeculations of gamefters, 
were not the fhares of the national 
debt, but the capitals of incorpo- 
rated companies, precarious in their 
exiftence, and fluctuating in their 
dividend. The new Eatt India 
company, and the company of the 
water-works of Paris, were thought 
ina particularly critical fituation,and 
any extn aordinary depreciation of 

‘ir ftock, would atfeét by rebound 
he credit of the national debt. A 
p! oject Was acc ordingly tormed for 
emp loying a conte deracy of ftock- 
jobbers themfelves in counteraéting 
the mifchiefs of inordinate {pecula- 
tion. Bills upon the treafury were 
made out in favour of the war and 


1738, 
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the home departments, for fums of 
money they did not immediately 


want, but which entered into the 
eftimates of thofe branches for 
the year 1787. Thete bills were 
made payab le at ditferent periods in 
the concluding months of the yeare 
They were ot courfe ufclefs to the 
perfons conduding thofe depart- 
ments, and were direéted to be de- 
livered by them to certain perfons 
habituated = dealin the negociation 


of ftock. Thefe perfons depofited 
their receipts in the refpective 
offices, and engaged themfelves 


to reftore the bills one month before 
the time they became due. The 
bills were then depofited in the 
hands of certain principal bankers 
of the city of Paris, who advanced 
money upon them to the dealers in 
ftock, and received in additional 
pledge the actions that were pur- 
chafed. Thefe actions were of 
courfe the principal fecurity of the 
bankers, and the treafury bills were 
a counter-fecurity to which they 
might allow themfelves to have re- 
courfe, if the dire& property of the 
{tock-dealers, placed in their c uftody, 
did not prove adequate to their in- 
demnification. At all events, the 
dealers were engaged to replace go- 
vernment in the whole amount, it 
being conceived that they had a 
fuflicient adv antage in being allow- 
ed the ufe of this temporary credit. 
A ftatefman, whofe own views are 
honourable and pure, cannot but be 
confcious to fome degree of regret, 
in adopting me afures of fo ambigu- 
ous a character. It mutt indeed be 
admitted, that almoit all extenfive 
objects of policy confift in a choice 
of evils, and that an unqueftion- 
able preponderance of public bene- 
fit on one fide of a dilemma, will 
futfice to fanctify proceedings that 
abftractedly we could not refufe to 
condemn. If, for inftance, it could 
b&b be 
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be proved, that national bankrupt- 
cy, and all its hideous train of evils, 
would have been the refult of an 


ill-timed ferupulofity in the cafe be- 
fore us, it will then bee allowed, 
that Mr. de Calonne is intitled to 
our applaufe, in having riiked his 
perfonal reputation r ather than eh- 
danger the ttate, whote weltare he was 
bound to promote. A man of pertec 
integrity will feldom be reduced “e 
yainful a choice ; but when he is 
aleel to it, mo cautious timidity 
will deter him from purfuing the 
good of his country. 
"The expertment of 
lonne was attended with many 
agreeable confequences, 
which might, and others could not 
have been forefeen. The funi with 
which the fpeculators were intruft- 
ed by government, amounted to 
480,000}. advanced to them at three 
different periods, in’ December, tn 
January, andin March. It feems 
to have been by the atliftance of this 
‘ redit, that a cor npany of g: amettets, 
the moft confiderab ae of whom was 
the abbe d’ Etpagnac, were enabled to 
sonal ¢ an miquitous pl roject they 
had formed of monopolizin 
Lire capital ot the new Ka 
company. riuit of this 
object they bought up the actions 
with rapidity, firtt at a moder: 
then at a very gant price ; 
and, having thus created an artifi- 
cial tearcity, fold them out again 
without a moment’s qualification or 
delay, at the rate of 150 per cent. 
by this operation they fecured to 
themtelves a confiderable profit, but 
by no means correfponded with the 
jatentions Of government. 
tpeculations in the water-works’ 
company, were lets fuceeistul. The 
price of the actions regul: wly funk, 
notwithitandine their endeavours to 
the contrarv ; and at feems doubt. 
tul, whether thes did hot lofe more 
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by this operation than’ they gain. 
ed by their confpiracy upon the 
ftock of the Eeft India company, 
The traniaction was unfinifhed When 
Mr. de Calonne was difmiffed from 
his office; and the fequel was lef 
promifing than it might have been 
expect dto prove, if it had not been 
put under the inaufpicious influence 
of hts inveterate enemics. 

It may be proper to introduce 
here a tranfa¢tion of a later date, 
es with it we fhallt be enabled to 
conclude the financial operations of 
this celebrated minifter. The caifle 
d’eicompte, the national bank of 
the kingdom of France, faw itfelf re- 
duced in the clo fe of March 1787 to 
one of thole critical fituations, which 
had repeatedly, during the thort pe- 
riod of its exiftence, appeared to 
threaten its immediate diffolution. 
This crifis was brought upon them 
by their own rapacity and impru- 
dence. Attraéted by the difpropor- 
tionate allurements held out to them 
by the ftock-dealers, they had acted 
the part of ufurers, rather than 
of honourable negocia tors 3 and had 
diverted their applicat tion from the 
fuccour of commerce to the pur- 
pofe of a difhoneft trade in {pecu- 
lation and ftratagem. They feem 
to have thought it fufhcient, that 
they abftained fram gambling them 
felves, and thev believed they had 
a right to repay this merit torious 
forbearance by fupplying, at an €X- 
orbitant rate, the inexhauttible de- 
mands of gamblers. “The fuars dif- 
counted by the caifle amounted to 
12,000,00c1. and the eftablithed in- 


tereft was at the rate of 12 per cent 


per annum. The conlequence o 
this re vapae.. was, that any con 
fiderable variation in the affairs of 
the ftock-exchange, occafioned a 
proportionable alarm refpecting the 
credit of the national bank ; and, 


as the price af itock was confiderably 
dim 
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diminifhed at the period we have 
mentioned, it began to be doubted, 
whether fome of the bills with the 
acceptance of the caifle, would not 
be obliged to be protefted. A fin- 

‘le mifcarriage of this fort w ‘ould in 
itfelf be trifling and unimportant, 
but in its coufequences it might in- 
volve no lefs than a national bank- 
ruptcy. In this fituation govern- 
ment found it necetlary to adv ance 
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the fum of sco,cool one half in 
{pecie and the other in treatury- 
bills, with fix months credit, for the 


relief of the caifle d’efcompte 
and other confiderable banking- 


houfes of the city of Paris. The 
advance in {pecie was engaged to be 
repaid in the courte of the month 
of April or the beginning of May ; 
and the treafury bills to be repli wed 
in the courte of the year 


i787. 
4* 
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Vesting of the Notables 
la? ity of Mr. de ( 


Jalon lee 


be adi. 


HE members of the affembly 
of notables arrived at Paris 
in the month of January. The 
attention of all clafles in the king- 
dlom was fixed upon their meeting, 
» Upon an important era in the na- 
ei, hiftory. Politics fo far occu- 
pied the minds of men, particularly 
mm the metropolis, as nearly to ex- 
clude every other fubject from the 
topic s of their converfation and the 
difcuflions of their periodical writ- 
ingss Few men perhaps were a- 
ware of the great revolution towards 
which the public fituation tended ; 
but all were in a certain degree in- 
Huenced by the principles that led 
to that revolution. ‘The very men, 
who hefitated to confefs, were not 
infenfible to the wretc hed fyitem of 
pol icy under which they lived. The 
whole nation of France wanted no- 
thing but leaders, that fhould blow 
up the flames which now flumbered 
tnoblerved: and an aoccafion that 


Dif vent Propofals fui bmitted to them. 
“Onpofition miaide i0 him by the 
“By the Archbifkop of Touloufe. 


P. Il. 


ra Abopte 
Count de Mira- 


He is é difin tl Te, i. 


fhould energife and concentre the 
fr agents, which, feeble and intig- 
nificant in the prefent moment, yet, 
when arranged with judgment and 
animated with mind, might be 
{trong enough to batter down the 
lait retrenchments of defpotifin. 

In this critical and anxious ftate 
of the public mind, the moft trivial 
circumitances were calculated to 
produce an evident effect. The 
opening of the national conncil had 
been fixed for the twenty-ninth oi 
January ; it was now poitponed to 
the feventh ef February. The rea- 
jon that feems to have been ~~ 
ed for this, was, that the hall, 
lefed for the place of their ae 
ing, had not undergone all the ne- 
ceflary changes. It was whifpered, 


that Mr. de Calonne was not abfo- 
lutely prepared to meet the aflem- 
bly he had brought together, and 
= the laft hand was yet to be put 


the memorials saitaiadindl to be 
B 2 
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fubmitted tothem. There was a 
fingular want of ftability and fyf- 
tem, that hung about tl ris diftin- 
guithed minifter. He was guilty of 
overfights that the moft common 
underftanding has force enough to 
detect, at the fame time that he 
re rhaps rofe to excellencies, that 
will engage the applaut e of the phi- 
lofopher, but will hardly excite the 
emulation of the timid and fervile 
ftatefman. The delay was certainly 
injudicious. Men of opulence and 
rank are foured at the leaft appear- 
ance of negleét. It was the defign 
of Mr. deCalonne rather to gain the 
fanction of the notables, by the {p| en- 
did ability of his proje ‘t than to 
derive new information from their 
reafonings and debates. If they 
debated, they would affume the 
cuile of a legifl: iture rather than a 
council of ftate; and men would 
begin to fix their affections upon a 
more adequate legiflature. But the 
plans of the controller -general could 
not be entirely concealed ; fome of 
them had been intentionally di- 
vulged; and what other fubject 
could fo naturally engage the pre- 
mature reflections of the notables, 
forced from their ufual employ- 
ments, and left without any other 
occupation for their leifure ? 


The count de Vergennes, prefi- 
lent of the counctl of finance and 
Hrit feer tary of ftate, had tor fome 


me been im a precarious ftate of 


health: rho 11S neitpouti ion now 
became wed it alarming. Mr. 
de Calonne, full of the smears 


and of that 
diftinguifhes an ad- 


projecis he had formed, 
ardour Which 


venturous mind, funk under the 
eagernets and unremitted induftry 
which he exerted, and was alfo in- 


dilpoted. ‘Thefe hindrances natu- 


adiourned 


n notable . they were 
On the thirteenth 


0 


ed a fccond delay of 


H AND 
the count de Vergennes expired, 
An event fo confiderably affecting 


the whole arrangement of minittry, 
could not do lefs than occ ation ‘ 
third procraftination. The office 
of prefident of the council of finance, 
which had been created for this 
eminent minifter, was fuffered to 
expire with him. Hts fucceflor in 
the department of foreign affairs 
was the count de Montmorin, a no. 
bleman who had difcharged the 
office of intendant with applaufe, 
and has fince preferved an unble. 
mifhed character amidft all the con- 
vulfions of his country. 

It is a problem in politics, which 
has not yet been completely decid- 
ed, whether in the prefent imper- 
fect ftate of things the exiftence of 
of parties and politic al conneétions 
be moft beneficial or injurious to a 
country. In England, where, 
though purfued fyftematic ally, they 
feldom materially affect the public 
tranquillity, they are undoubtedly 
productive of ‘fome adv antages, 
Confiftency is given to the frame of 
adminiftration, and meafures of im- 
portance and magnitude may more 

eafily be expecte d to furvive the onfet 
of prejudices, interefted views and the 
want of comprehenfion. If ever any 
fyftem required the firm fupport of 
a number of men, convinced of its 
utility and embarked in a common 
caufe, it was perhaps this of Mr. 
de Calonne. But he was reduced 
to depend folely upon the refources 
of his own mind. Mr. de Vergen- 
nes, with a difintereftednefs and 
candour that muft ever be recorded 
to his honour, appears to have en- 
tered with fincerity and warmth 
into the plans of his illuftrious coad- 
jutor in office. But the other mi 
nifters each of them purfued his 
feparate views, and either had not 
the difcernment or the virtue to ac 
knowledge the fuperiority of the 

mi- 
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sninifter of finance. The mar- 
jhal de Caftries, fecretary for the 
marine department, was perfonally 
attached to Mr. Necker, and pre- 
ferred the interefts of triendthip to 
confiderations which might other- 
wife have engaged his fupport. The 
haron de Breteuil, fecretary for the 
houfhold, was the creature of the 
queen, and deeply engaged in what 
was called the Auftrian fyftem. ‘The 
chevalier de Miromefnil, keeper of 
the feals, was not mercly inditler- 
ent, he was hoftile to the interefts 
of the « -ontroller-get neral. Becom- 
ing acquainted at this time with 
fome circumtances attending the ex- 
tenfion of loans in the pr ceding 
year, he thought proper to commu- 
nl ate pertonally to the king what 
{tated as the clond ite pro eed- 
ings of Mr. de Calonn The king 
had imuinediate recs an to tiie do- 
cuments wits which the rollcer- 
general had furnifhed him, and 
found in them what he conceived to 
be a fatisfactory refutation of the 
charges of th) Ke. per of the feals. 
Tl notables was 


ec cont 


Che affeimbly of 
he tw uty-fecond of Fe- 
bruar y: In the fpeech of the fove- 
rcign allufion was made to the ufe 
tha t hy: ad een made of this body by 


he chief of the king 


opened on t 


tr» 
bourbons, 


{ 

Henry the Fourth. He informed 
the aflembly in a iew words of the 
nature of the projects he intended 
to communicate ta then, [t was 
hy det fign to meltorate the revenues 
ot the ite and to effect their en- 
tire liberation by a more equal dil- 
tribution of the taxes; to rcfcue 
commerce Ia general from the fhac- 


kles that now enflaved it; and to 
relieve, as far as cire umftances would 


permit, the more indigent clailes of 


his fubjects. 
Views 


Confcious that all thefe 
tended to the we yin good, 
ind that every member of that body 

animated with zeal for his fer. 
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2) 
vice, he had recourfe, with the moft 
entire confidence, to their advice re- 
{pecting the execution of his inten- 
tions. As foon as the king had 
finifhed, the keeper of the feals ad- 
drefled the aflembly. 

The controller-general now rofe. 
He began his difcourfe with an eu- 
logium upon the fovereign. After 
having create ‘da marine, and ren- 
dered the Gallic flag univerfally re- 
{fpectabl. having protected 
and liberated a riling nation, which 
from the dependent of a rival pow- 
er was become their ally; after 
having terminated an honourable 
war by a lafting peace, and thown 
himtclf worthy to be the moderator 
of kurope ; the king had not given 
himifelf up to a fterile inaction, He 
had extended the commerce of his 
fubjects by the treaties lately con- 
cluded with Holland, with Britain 
and with Kutflia; he was defirous o: 
placing their internal welfare upon 
the moit permanent batis by intro- 
ducing order and abundance into 
the public finances. Three years 
had been exhauiled in the prelimi- 
naries of this great object. 

Mr.de Calonne entered into a hif- 
torical detail of the progrefs of the 
deficit. It had exifted for centuries. 
‘The Mifliiippi fcheme of 1720, a- 
long with the univerfal concuflion 
it had occafioned in the fortunes of 
individuals, might have been ex- 
pe ed to reftore the balance of the 
public eX) enditure ; 
but the fact was otherwife. Even 
under the economical adminiftration 
of cardinal Fleury the deficit ftill 
exifted. Common —_ was a- 
gainit this aflertion, but he had ve- 
rified it by the moft indiiputab le 
authorities. “The progrefs of this 
derangement under the Jaft reign 
had been extreme. 
ment of abb: 
ed to 


after 


revenucs and 


At the appoint- 
‘Terray it had amount- 
3,000,-0cl. fterliug ; that mi- 
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nifter had reduced it to 1,675,000l. 
It became fomewhat lefs under the 
the fhort adminiftrations that fol- 
lowed ; it rofe again in confequence 
of the war under the admini(ftration 
of Mr. Necker. That minifter re- 
figned in Neav 1781; at Mr. de 

Calonne’s acceflion to office it was 
3,3 30,0001. 

The controller-general reprefented 
the fituation of the finances inthe clofe 
of the vear 1783 as diftrefsful and 
alarming. He had found an arrear 
of 9,160,000!. of the expe nditure of 
the war; 3,330,000!. of other debts 
that called payment ; and 
>,330,0co0l. of anticipations of the 
Year 1783 upon the revenues of the 
vear 1784. Thefe, together with 

the deficit of 3330,0001. afforded a 
total of 23,150,000l. To this fum 
the controller genera an ar- 
rear of 2,000,00c 1. it had 
been neceflary to advances to 
bring up the intere ftof the national 
debt, which was exceflively retard- 
ed, to the appointed pe riods of pay- 
nent. 

The fituation of 1787 afforded 4 
ftriking contratt to the fituation of 
1783. Money was now abundant, 
credit reftored, commerce v ivorous, 

the price of ftocks high ; no public 
mifehief exifting, but that of itock- 
vobbing, whi h would foon be ex- 
tinct. The caiffe d’efcompte, which 
had been in a fituation little fhort of 
bankruptcy, had recovered all its re- 
fpectability and its bufinefs; trea- 
fury-bills were at par; the debts of 
the war were paid, the arrears li- 
quidated; the intereft of the na- 
tional debt was difcharged with 
punctuality ; the fcandalous refcrip- 
tions of the laft reien were ennihi- 
hited, thre redet Nn one | eeu i uly cCar- 
rvin a finking fund t eftablithed. 
Along with ¢! ofe week ent im- 

eovernment had tound 
to fupport many neceilary 
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expences; the affair of the Schelde, ‘4 


the unfavourable feafons of 
and 1785, the operations at Cher. 
bourg, the encouragement of com. 
merce and agriculture, the public 
improvements at Marfeilles, Bour- 
deaux, Aix, Lyonsand Nifmes. No 
iutendant had been refufed the fuc. 

cours he demanded for his province; 
no creditor of the ftate had been 
teazed with idle procraftination ; 
not a murmur was heard; no man 
had been repulfed with the difheart- 
ening and cculiate excufe of the 
calamitous fituation of the finances, 
Mr. de Calonne indulged himfelf 
in a comparifon between his own 
public charaéter and that of Mr, 
Necker, that did not feem altoge- 
ther to correfpond with the dignity 
of the occafion. There were, he 
obferved, two different forms under 
which economy might difplay itfelf. 
The one, that caught the eye with 
a fevere external, that announced 
ithelf by open and peremptory re- 
fufals, that exhibited rigour upon 
the moll trifling objects, ‘the better 
to keep at a difta ince the importuni- 
ty of fuitors. It impofed upon 
the mafs of public opinion, and 
foothed the reftleffnefs of inquifitive 
ignorance. But it was pottib le to 
do more with lefs parade. There 
was another kind of economy, 
watchful and ftrict in matters of im- 
portance, that did not affect aufte- 
rity in trifles ; it fuffered men to 
talk of what it gave, but it faved in 
filence ; becaufe it was acceflible to 
folicitation, men would not be per- 
fuaded that it denied more than it 
granted ; becaufe it endeavoured to 
foften the harfhinefs of refufal, it 
‘had the reputation of refufing no- 
thing ; becaufe it had not the con- 
venient character of inflexibility, it 
was thought incapab le of a well- 
timed mode ration; and thus, while 
b V aflidueus applicat ion It preferved 
the 
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the finances from abufes the moft 


ruinous, and scoietlanuene the moft 
ahfurd, it often fuffered under the 
imput: itions of fuperficial, volatile 
and p ofufe. Mr. de Calonne con- 
cluded his difcourfe with ul of 
the various projects he had formed, 
fimilar to that we have already feen 
in the memorial of Auguit 1786. 
On the day following Mr. de Ca 
lonne read and delivered to the not- 
ables fix memorials, conftituting the 
firft divifion of his great proj ét, and 


a det 


more imme . itely relat: ig to the 
ay ricultur l fyftem? The es 
ot the firit was the eftablifhment of 
provincial affemblic The king 


propofed to iadiain e into “all the 
provinces of the kingdom, where he 
was in the ufage of convoki ing the 
wovineial ftates, a regular feries of 
afle mblie s, reprefentative of the pa- 

rifhes, the diftriéts and the provinces 
ot the kingdom. A landed proper- 
ty of 25]. per annum fhould entitle 
the poflefior to a feat tn the lower 
order of aflemblies. Proprietors ot 
a more pate clafS fhould have a 
number of vote S propor tioned to the 
amount of their income, provenie 
that the fuffrages of no individual 
thlould exceed one-thi rd of the fut- 
trages of the whole afemb!l Ve Pro- 
prietors of a more Hnlicre nt deferip- 
tion fhould be enabled to elect a re- 

prefentative to the parifh aflembly. 
Age alone fhould regulate 
cv. They fhould b: 
diftributing the parifly « charges, in 
, money for publ lu works ola 
local n: ature, and in fupe rintending 
the relief of the poor. The aflem- 
blies of the towns {hould be com- 
poted of the municipal officers and 
the burghers already conftituting 


preceden 
emploved in 


] ating 


tae oe ns; and, as well as 


the parith af re es,fhould fend one 
§eor .? <> 

ceputy rvipectively to the affembly 
the diftrict - a town containing 


more than twelve thoufand inha- 
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hitants to fend two. The diftricts 
fhould include from twenty-five to 
thirty rural b jetgpars exclufive of 
the towns which might happen to 
lie within their circuit: precedency 
to be regulated by the contr ibutions 
of the different prrifhes to the pub- 
lic burthens. ‘Thefe aflemblies to 
diftribute the national taxes and lo- 
cal expenditure among the towns 
and parithes ot their circuit, and to 
eleét a depr ity to the provincial af- 
fembly. ‘The qualification of the 
members of the provincial afiembly 
to be a landed property of gol, per 
annum ; precede ney to be regulated 
by the contributions of the different 
diftridts. The provincial aflemblies 
fhould be impowered to diitribute 
the taxes and public burthens a- 
mong the diderent diftri¢ts; to clads 
the lands for the diitribution of the 
land-tax, and to fuperintend in ge- 
neral the pecuniary concerns of the 
provine » No expence fhould be 
incurred without their direction, no 
opel ration executed without their 
{anc tion, which they might grant 
provifionally, till the king in coun- 
cil fhould h: ive taken cognizance > of 
the fubjeét. The provincial afflem- 
blics fhould meet annually, and one 
third of their members be renewed 
in the fame period. 
The fubject of the fecond memo- 
rial was the land-tax. The prefent 
e ot collecting it was fubect to 
the moft odious inequalities. In 
ie province jt was levied at one 
rate and undet form, and in 
nother province under another. 
There were free towns and towns 
that paid by contraét, pays d’¢tat 
and lands where the tax was re- 
decmed. The clergy, the firft or- 
der of men in the ftate, paid nothing. 
‘The p Meflors, the farmers of the 
royal domains paid nothing. Te- 
nants in appanage, princes, knights 
of Malta, t veral monaftic communi- 
Bb 4 es 
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ties claimed the fame exemption. A 
part of the land-tax, the third twen- 
tieth had been granted in 1752 
and expired in January ~87. The 
king propofed to abolifh the re- 
maining twentieths com” uting from 
the fame term, and to fubftitute in 
their place an equal I.nd-tax, from 
which no perfons and no property, 
not even the roval domains, fhould 
be exempted. A certain portion of 
produce fhould be levied in kind, a 
twentieth, atwenty-fifth, a thirtieth 
or a fortieth according to the qua- 
lity of the land; parks and pleafure- 
grounds, to be rated on a level with 
the beft land in their refpective pa- 
rifhes. The produce of the tax to 
be difpofed of in the month of May 
to the beft bidder by public auction. 
In confideration of this tax, the cler- 
gy, the nobility and the magiftracy 
fliould be exempted from the capl- 
tation or poll-tax. 

The third memorial treated of 
the redemption of the debts of the 
clergy. In confideration of their 
exemption from the vingtiémes and 
ether taxes, they were accuftomed 
to grant to the ki; ng a fort of bene- 
volence or free-gift, which uf fually 
took place at the ond of every five 
To raite this fum they had 
contracted a corporate debt, from 
which, as it was now intended that 
they fhould contribute to the public 
burthens equally with the other or- 
ders of the ftate, it was but juft they 
flould be liberated. ig this pur- 
pote two methods we e propofed, 
The fift was to permit the redemp- 
tion of all quit-rents paid in mort- 
inain by the proprietors of lands to 
the clergy. The fecond was the 
fale of the rights of judicature, of 
hunting, and other honorary appen- 
dages to the eftates of the pr ieftood. 
Thefe two refources would probably 
be fufficient in three vears to redeem 
the clergy from a burthen ef inter- 
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eft amounting to 290,00o0i. per an. 
num. The king undertook to pay 
the current intereft, which of courfe 
would continually diminifh till that 
tline. 

The fubject of the fourth memo. 
rial was the taille, perfonal and real, 
which would admit of a complete 
reform, when the provincial aflem. 
blies and the impot territorial, or 
equal land-tax, fhould have been 
fufiiciently eftablifhed. For the pre. 
fent the king propofed, that, with 
refpect to the perfonal taille, which 
was moft liable.to abufe, no perfon 
fhould henceforth pay more thana 
twenty-fourth of his income, and no 
manufacturer or artifan more than 
the produce of one day’s labour, 
With refpect to the real taille, the 
king abandoned one-fourth of the 
amount of the whole tax; and, in 
relief of the inferior landsowners, 
propofed to grant to the rural pa- 
rifhes a fum equal to one-twenticth 
of their taille refpectively for the 
fupport of the poor. 

The fitth memorial related to the 
corn-trade. That every man hada 
right to difpofe of his produce with- 
out refiraint, was a confequence 
from the very nature of property, 
nor could any mifchief refult from 
its univerfal application. The king 
only referved to himfelf the power 
of fufpending the foreign exports, 
for a part or the whole of any pros 
vince, the ftates or provincial af- 
fembly of which fhould demand a 
fufpenfion, the prohibition not to 
extend to any province that had not 
made a fimilar demand, nor to ex: 
ceed in any fingle grant of the king 
the term of one year. The people 
would thus by degrees be induced to 
acquiefve in an entire and perpetual 
liberty. 

The laft memorial of the firft di- 
vifion treated of the corvée, or me- 
thod of repairing the public roads 
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compulfory labour of the 

This law had been the 
fubieét of various regulations in the 
wefent reign. Mr. Turyot had 
abolifhed the corvée in kind, and 
ftituted in its room a pecuniary 
tribution to be regulated in its 
collection by the vingticmes, or fub- 
fifting land-tax. This alteration 
was foon after fufpended, and leave 
granted to the corpor: ations to dif- 
cha irge the corvcée either in kind or 
by a pecuniary contribution, as they 
fhould think prop@. Mr. de Ca- 
lonne, by an edict of the fixth of 
November 1786, again eftablithed 
an univerfal commutation, to conti- 
and to be re gu- 


by the 
fubject. 


iu 


con 


nue for three ve rss 
lated by the amount of the cap: ita- 
tion and the taille. It was now 


propo! ed, that the king fhould pre- 


licrve all loc al p! actices confift tent 
with this principle; and that, 
whereas by the edict of November 


he pore ice of the commutation 
was directed to be paid to the king’s 
receivers-general, who were to ad- 
» previoully to the payment, 
fuch fums as the corveée might ap- 
pear to require, the produce fhould 
now be paid to a receiver appointed 
by the atlemblies of tl 


Vance 


of tile diftr 1c ts. 
Such was a part of the plans that 


were fubmitted to the atfembly of 
notable: . The fituation of that af- 


fembly was trying and im portant. 
T houg rh they did not direét ly pot- 
fe a legi {lative authority, their in- 
fluence, with retpect to the exe- 
ion of the project fubmitted to 
them, muft necefla irily be coniider- 

| The plan was vatt, philan- 
throphical and fut But France 
ld not call together to the dif- 
cuthon of it men already habituated 
o the debates of lawgivers ; and 
ne novelty of their occupation and 
he inexperience of their me mbers 
cr uld not fail to produce fome inat 
Picious contequences to the vufines 
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in which they were engaged. They 
were conftituted partly of ecclefiaf= 
tics, men indeed of confiderable in- 
formation and know ledge, but who 
were attached more than any other 
body in the ftate to their corporate 
privileges, and were likely to cone 
fider themfelves as particularly at- 
tacked in the project of Mr. de Ca- 
lonne. There were alfo men of 
rank and family, full it may be of 
probity and honour, but whofe 
principal purfuits had been of a mi- 
litary kine, and who had recourfe 
in the prefent initance to other 
men for information and inftruétion. 
Their inftructors were principally 
ot a fubordinate clafs, and little 
likely to rife {uperior to thofe pre- 
judices, with which the projeét of 
the controller-general maintained a 
continual warfare. The moft nue 
merous divifion of the aflembly cone 
fifted of lawyers and magiftrates, 
men unaccuftomed to regard a great 
whole, but who were daily verfed 
in the minutiz and petty refines 
ments, by which fraud and decep- 
tion are repelled in a court of juf- 
tice, and the lives and property of 
men detended. ‘This was the audi- 
ence Mr. de Calonne had under- 
taken to illuminate and to perfuade. 
Hle had yet another difficulty 

to encounter. The great bafis of 
his plan was the exifting deficien- 
cy of the revenue, and the de- 
fence of his own adminiftration 
depended upon the truth of what 
he had afferted, that this deficiency 
was of no recent date. The prin- 
cipal circumftance that ftood in 
oppofition to this aflertion, was the 
Compte Kendu of Mr. Necker for 
the year 1781, in which France was 
reprefented as poflefling a clear fur- 
plus of 425,000]. This perform- 
ance had been publifhed, had been 
read with eagernefs, had been re- 
garded as an era in the hiftory ot 
France. 
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France. The fubject had been far- 
ther developed by the author ina 
treatife upon the Adminittration of 
the Finances of France, which was 
ibhifhed in January 1785, and had 
e-ved to ‘keep alive the party and 
inciples of the Compte R endu. Mr. 
Saactte had a numerous clafs of ad- 
herents. He had always been po- 
ular: and, befide his other ac- 
compliftiments, he poffeiied that fim- 
licity and feverity, which have ever 
produced the moft ftriking etfects 
among the people at large. 

Being informed by common ru- 
mour of the principles upon which 
Mr. de Calonne intended to pro- 
ceed, he addrefled a letter to that 
minifter upon the twenty-ninth of 
January, in which he demanded of 
him, that he would either in no 
fort impeach the credit belonging to 
the Compte Rendu, or that he would 
previoully communicate his objec- 
tions to him, and fulfer him to point 
out to him their fallacy. Mr. de 
Calonne replied, that it was not in 
his character to impeach, to accufe, 
to advance criminal charges; that 
the propofal of Mr. Nevker was 
wfelets, ai he had no doubts to be 
removed ; that the mode of examin- 
ation he had adopted did not admit 
of uncertainty ; that the refult had 
convinced both the king and him 
felf of a conftint defcit; but that 
they had both been aware of the 
great dithculty of forming an eiti- 
mate for an average year, fuch as 
Mr. Necker had attempted, and 
were readv to do juttice to the rec- 
titude of his intentions. 

It is difficult to fay what conduét 
it became Mr. de Calonne to have 
held upon this occafien. A perfonal 
difcuflion between him and his rival 
would have been ufelefs, and it re- 
quires no fagacity to predict that 
they would have parted with the 
fame fentiments upon the fubject 
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AND 
with which thev met. 


weeks before the opening of the af. 


Mr. Necker fim 


demanded a conference about three By 





fembly, when the coutroller-g: neral 0 


was moft deeply enaged in prepar. 7 
ing to meet the heads of the nation, | 


and when it leaft became hina to 
lofe fight of matters of public con. 
cern for the fake of private and pers 
fonal controverfy. He might, as 
Mr. Necker afterwards propofed, 
have held this debate in the pre fence 
of the king. But the king was al. 
ready convinced, and the council, 
had they been prefent, would have 
individually adhered to their pre- 
conceived fyftem. Such a debate 
was fearcely calculated for any other 
purpofe than to revive the fpirit of 
intrigue and gtve new vigour to 
the flames of inteftine cabal. There 
was a third expedient. Mr. de Ca. 
lonne might have met Mr. Necker 
mm the aflembly of the notables. Mi- 
nifters however are little difpofed to 
give that confequence to their rivals, 
which fuch a conceffion would have 
implied ; and it feems fair to fup- 
pofe, that the crifis muft be of no 
common emergency that would 
tuftify fo extraordinary a proceed- 
ing. 

Upon the grounds of the controver- 
fy between them it is fomewhat diff- 
cult todecide. That neither of them 
was guilty of a voluntary deception 
may fairly be concluded from their 
yeneral character. That neither ot 
them wasexempt from error will pro- 
bably be the opinion of him, who 
fhall read Mr. de Calonne’s Ke 
ponfe and Mr. Necker’s Nouveaux 
Eclairciffemens. It has fufficiently 
appeared, that the former was occa: 
fionally light, volatile and unequal. 
It is probable in the nature of things, 
that, Mr. Necker having avowedly 
tound a deficit, his fvttem of finances 
was not the moft happily adapted 
for the creation ef a furplus. One 
pols 
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point in which thefe itatefmen dif- 
tered was, that Mr. Necker’s efti- 
mate for the year 1781, was the 
e(timate of an ordinary or average- 
year. and Mr. de Calonne’s account 
of the year 1781, like his account 
of feveral ve rs preceding and fub- 
fequent, was the account of an et- 
fective vear, or the actual balances 
as they {tood in the archives of the 
tr afury royal. 
the feveral vears taken in this form 
exhibited equal deficits or deficits 
incre:fing in arithmetical propor- 
tions, it fhould feem that Mr. de 
Calonne had reafon to be fatisfied 
with his mode of computation. 

The notables were diftributed by 
the king into feven fections or = 
reaux, each of them prefided by 
prince of the blood, and it was re- 
commended to them to examine the 
memorials feparately 2 t firft.endthen 
to compare their different decifions. 
For this latter purpofe they met in 
what was called a grand committee 
prefided by monfieur, next brother 
to the fovereign ; the general aflem- 
blies held by roy val command, were 
ftvled fGances. The firft meeting 
in committee took place on the 
twenty-fixth of February ; and the 
firft divifion of the project of the 
controller-general was eighteen days 
under the difeuffion of the netab les, 
from the twenty-third of February 
to the twelfth of M: rch. 

The memorials were examined by 
men lefs anxious for the pu blic 
good than alarmed for the preferva- 
tion of their re {pective privileges. 
OF cont feque nee their obiections were 
numerous. The plan for the efta- 
buthment of provincial affemblies 


they adopted, but with various mo- 
din ations. They obferved, that it 
Was a langerou to give many votes 


i tingle perfon ; ‘and that. if thede 
maids lied votes were eitablifhed, a 
tuitice 


teemed in tome caics to - 
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quire, it ought to be in the loweft 
offible ratio. It was neceffary, 
they faid, to preferve to the two 
higher orders of the ftate the pre- 
cedence they hd ever enjoyed. 
The provincial affemblies would 
prove the conduits of 2 democratical 
principle, if they were not illuminated 
by the nice honour and fupertor 
education of the nobility and clergy. 
The bureau of monfieur recom- 
mended, that whatever had relation 
to the militia fhould be referred to 
the provincial aflemblies. The im- 
pot territorial was the true fource of 
all their dithculties. They decided, 
that the colleétion in kind was totally 
impracticable ; that, if it were at all 
introduced, it mutt be pecuni ry, but 
that they could determine nothing 
final refpecting it, till they were ac- 
quainted with its amount, the diftri- 
bution that would be neceft: iry, and 
the methodsand « xpe neces of colle&- 
ing it. U pon the redemption of the 
debts of the clergy they remarked, 
that the method propofe: d was con- 
trary to the laws of property, that 
the honorary rights of the clergy 
were not lefs facred than the eflates 
of the laity, and that to fubjeét them 
toa compulfor v fale would unhinge 
the very key-ftone of government. 
There were livings, hofpitals and 
colleges, that would lose much more 
by the redemption of their revenues 
In mortmain than the equivalent 
of their fhare of the intereft of the 
common debt. They would of courfe 
expect to be indemnified by the cler- 
gy at large, and this would create 
endlefs mifunderftandings. The 
notables unanimoufly recommended 
the extinction of the debt of the 
clergy ; but befought the king to 
hear the reprefentations of the bo- 
dy of the priefthood, before he gave 
to the prefent memorial the form of 


a law. Upon the memorial for 
inodifying the impofition of the 
taille 
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taille fome bureaux remarked, that 
the artifans being in general at their 
cafe, had no claim upon the pro- 
pofed indulgence ; that it ought to 
he confined to fuch as had no other 
fubfiftence than their falaries; that 
the beneficence of the fovereign 
fhould not be made a fource of ad- 
ditional expence for the taille of pro- 

rty and agriculture; and that the 
perfonal taille which fell upon com- 
merce and annuities, ought not tobe 
diminifhed, fince merchants and an- 
nuitants were not lefs capable of fup- 
porting their fhare of the public bur- 
thens than the proprietors of land. 
Finally, they recommended to the 
king to refer the fubject of this me- 
morial to the provincial aflemblies. 
The propofal tor the freedom of the 
corn-trade was received with unani- 
mous approbation : that for the com- 
mutation of the corvce gave occafion 
to obfervations, the object of which 
was to fubmit its adminiftration to 
the provincial aflemblics. 

The two great objects of the pro- 
ject of Mr. de Calonne were, the 
municipal sflembles and the impot 
territorial : the former as the fource 
of tuture profperity to the kingdom 
of France ; the latter as the means 
of annihilating the exifting deficit. 
The remaining articles ot his plan 
may be regarded as the corollaries 
and appendages of this magnificent 
defign. Five of the propot als of the 
firtt divifion were admitted by the 
notables with certain modifications ; 
but their oppofition to the impét 
territorial was calculated to take 
away the animating {pirit, the uni- 
verial centre from. the whole. In 
this oppofition they feemed however 
to be not a little pertinacious. They 
declared, that it was impoffible for 
them to adopt fo confiderable a mea- 
fure, without being firit informed 
of the extent of the deficit, of the 
manner in which it had grown 


AND 


fince the year 1781, of the g 


mount of the poflible favings by 


retrenchment and reform, and of 
the expected produce of the ftam 
regulation, the increafe of the cuf. 


toms, and the partial alienation of | 


the royal domains. 

It had been no part of the inten. 
tion of Mr. de Calonne to lay before 
the notables the accounts and effi. 
matesof government. In his opening 
fpeech he had acquainte ‘d them with 
the enquiries of the fovereign, the 
certainty that had followed upon 
thofe enquiries, and the general re. 
fult of all that had taken place upon 
the fuljeét. The matter had been 
more fully fubmitted, previoutly to 
the meeting of the notables to the 
king in council. ‘The king had ap. 
pointed two of the fenior counfellon 
to enter with the controller-general 
into the minutiz of his invettiga 
tion. It was thought incontiftent 
with the {pirit of the French go 
vernment to fubmit the accounts to 
any other body of men in the nation, 

The king was the abfolute fove- 
reign, the fole legiflator of his king- 
dom ; ; and he ond not depart from 
this character without incroaching 
upon his moft unqueftionable and 
facred prerogative. The notable 
were called together not to control, 
but to advife. <A defirable change 
in the ftate of affairs was intended; 
and it was thought fuitable to deve 
lop and familiarife its benefits t 
the heads of the nation, previoully 
to its final eftablifiment. What 
was nein chiefly incumbent up 
on the notables, was to co! npere the 


exiiting on ein laws with thole 7 
which were now fuggetted. Were | 


the provincial affemblies a proba 
ble means of lightening and equal 
izing the national bur thens ? Ought 
the corn-trade to be free, or fubset 


to multiplied reftriétions ? Wa 
the corvée in money better than the 
cdi: 
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corvee in kind? Was not the land- 
tax propofed fubject to fewer incon- 
veniences than the prefent ving- 
eismes ? Was it not more confitt- 
ent with policy and reaion to €x- 
tend the tax over all clafles of 
men than to exempt from its opera- 
tion numerous bodies of the opulent, 
and fuffer it to fall with deuble 
preflure upon the indigent and la- 
borious? If the prefent embarraff- 
ed fituation of the country could be 
completely removed by fuch inno- 
vations, was it poflible that any 
eftablifament could be more defir- 
able ? 

Asthe notables appeared difpofed 
to perfift in their objections and de- 
mands, the king caufed it be figni- 
fed to them, that he was determined 
to introduce the impét territorial, 
and that it therefore became them to 
debate, not the principle of the mea- 
fure, but the moft equitable form 
it could affume. This intimation, 
inftead of producing the intended 
effect, only rendered the aflembly 
more refractory. It was faid, that 
the minifter had convoked them for 
other purpofe than to make 
them ferve as a battery, from which 
he might more conveniently play 
off his artillery upon the parlia- 
ments, and oblige them to regifter 
the laws he adopted. In fine the 
difcontent increafed in fo confider- 
able a degree, as to induce Mr. de 
Calonne to a perfonal conference 
with his opponents in the grand 
committee of the aflembly on the 
{econd of March. 

Upon this occafion the controller- 
general undertook to prove to the 
notables, that the tax he propofed 
eventually fell only upon the net 
produce, when the expences of 
the proprictors had been deducted ; 
and he declared the aflembly per- 
teetly at liberty to difcufs both the 


ho 
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principle and the claufes of the fe- 
veral laws. But thefe conceffions 
did not fatisfy his audience. The 
oppofition began to be perfonal. 

he credit of Mr. de Calonne had 
never been in proportion to his abi- 
lities. He was known to be vola- 
tile; he was believed to be uneco- 
nomical. Could there be a more 
natural foundation, upon which for 
the alarmed privileges of the nobi- 
lity and clergy to build the fecret 
project of ruining the man, by 
whom they were thus courageoufly 
attacked ? Cabal lent its afliftance 
to thefe inveterate enemies. Every 
man who wifhed to be in office, 
every man who expected to gain by 
the change, was eager to put his 
hand to the overturning the totter- 
ing fabric. The minitter was de- 
ftined to be the victim of this exten 
five conf{piracy; his plans were referv- 
ed for a better and a more honour- 
able fate. 

The great perfonal queftion a- 
gainft Mr. de Calonne was the defi- 
cit; and the numerous friends of 
Mr. Necker made the difpute prin- 
cipally turn upon the validity of the 
Compte Rendu.§ The controller- 
general carried with him to the 
grand committee acomparative ftate- 
ment of the eftimate of Mr. Necker 
for the year 1781, and of the effec- 
tive accounts for that year. Alone 
with this paper in his hand, he met 
the curiofity, the objections, the re- 
plies of the whole afflembly. He 
read and commented upon the feve- 
ral articles; He handed the paper 
from one to another of the perfons 
feated on his right. On his left he 
canvafled the enquiries and remarks 
of the archbifhop of Bourdeaux, the 
eager and paflionate advocate of Mr. 
Necker. The archbifhop challenged 
the minifter to produce an error of 
250,0¢0l, in the Compte Rendu, and 
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declared that he would give up his 
caufe in the event of fuch a difco- 
very. Mv. de Calonne undertook 
to prove an error of 2,33¢,<00!. an 
aétual deficit of :,920,000l. Inthe 
midft of this fcene he is faid to have 

edthe moft admirable colle¢t- 
ednefs and equanimity, and to have 
developed his conceptions with a rea- 
dinefs and perfpicuity that has fel- 
dom been equalled. 

Ability was but a feeble refource 
againit the various powers that now 
feemed confederated againft him. 
The notables, having in fome de- 
gree confented to the other five ar- 
ticles, perfifted in their refufal of 
the impot territorial, and voted for 
poitponing its farther confideration, 
till they had gone through the re- 
maining divifions of his project. 
The fecond part he fubmitted to 
the aflembly on the twelfth of 
March ; its general fubject was com- 
merce. 

The firft memoria! related to the 
duties of traite, or the taxes upon 
commodities that were brought from 
one place to another; and the ob- 
jects it propofed were, firft, to abo- 
lifh the duties between province and 
province ; and fecondly, to eftablith 
a rational and uniform tariff upon 
the different frontiers of the king- 
dem. The former had been the 
fubject of the reprefentations of the 
ftates-general of Louis the Thir- 
teenth; it had been partially at- 
tempted by Colbert, and had again 
beer revived in the year 1760. Se- 
ven years had been {pent in the en- 
quities then inttituted; and thefe 
enquiries furnifhed materials tor the 
prefent propofal. The kingdom 
was now divided into provinces of 
farm, who had voluntarily accepted 
the melioration of Colbert; pro- 
vinces reputed foreign, by whom 
it had been refuted ; and provinces 
wpon the footing of foreign nations, 
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fuch as Metz, Lorraine and Alface, 
who were lefs reftrained in theig 
conimerce upon the outer frontiers 
than in their commerce with the ip. 
terior parts of the kingdom. It was 
the king’s intention to abolifh all 
duties upon the tranfport of guods 
from one part of the kingdom to 
another, and to remove the offices 
at whith they were collected, and 
the barriers eftablifhed to fecure 
them, to the frontiers of his domi. 
nions. He would obtain in the con. 
fequent reduction of expence and 
fuppreffion of a great number of 
ofhcers, a compenfation adequate to 


more than two-thirds of the reve. | 


nue he abandoned. 

In reducing the tariff upon ex. 
ternal commerce, the duties upon 
importation were diftributed into 
fix clafles, and upon exportation in- 
to four. The loweift rate of impoft 
was a quarter per cent, and was laid 
upon goods the commerce of which 
it was moft defirable to encourage, 
being intended for no other purpofe 


than to obtain anexact knowledge of | 
the quantity of exports and imports. | 
The higheft duty was twelve per | 


cent. A prohibition was to be} 


piaced upon the importation of the 
produce of foreign colonies and of 
plain and figured cottons ; and upon 


the expertation of timber, hemp, § 


flax, hog’s briftles, pot-afh, peltry, 
tallow, afhes and old rags. 

The king was farther defirous of 
encouraging the carrying and tranfit 
trade, and of gaining to his fubjedts 
the conduits of wealth that had been 
found to accrue from thefe fources 
For this purpofe he intended to im 
{titute no other duty than of one 
per cent upon goods pafhng 
through his dominions, and one-h 
per cent upon goods depofited en 
entrepot. Thefe taxes would pay 
the expence of regulation and fu- 
perintendance ; and no other ob 

{ 
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sect was intended. . Metz, Lorraine 
‘and Alface, which enjoyed a perfect 
exemption in this refpect, fhould be 
continued in their prefent immuni- 
ties; the commodities of the Le- 
vant would be equally free. It was 
alfo defigned to abolifh the duties 
of toll in the interior parts of the 
kingdom; but the commiffioners, 
who had been feveral years engaged 
in the inveftigation of this fubjedt, 
had not vet finifhed their enquiries, 
and the king was. therefore unin- 
formed of the amount of the in- 
demnifications that might be ne- 
ceflary to different proprietors. Of 
confequence this part of the object 
muft be fufpended. Indemnifica- 
tions were allo promifed to fuch 
perfons as might be ultimately in- 
jured by any of the prefent com- 
mercial regulations. Annexed to 
the memorial was a calculation of 
the advantages that were expected 
to refult to the different parts of 
the kingdom, the total of which a- 
mounted to 84,ocol. 

There were various other duties, 
not ufually claffed with the duties of 
traite, becaufe the removal of com- 
modities from one place to another, 
was not the immediate topic ef im- 
potition, which yet would fall to 
the ground along with the abufes 
now propofed for correction, and 
many of which could not be pre- 
ferved after the deftruGtion of the 
interior barriers. Thefe were the 
fubject of the four following memo- 
rials. “The firft was the duty upon 
the iron manufacture, which was 
levied in the generalities of Paris, 
Dijon, Metz and Nancy, and ex- 
ifted no where elfe either with re- 
gard to domeftic or foreign iron. It 
Was propofed to abolifh it altoge- 
ther upon the home manufaéture, 
and to introduce an uniform tariff 
upon the foreign in all parts of the 
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kingdom. It was computed that ia 
confequence of this regulation the 
treafury roval would fuffer a lofs of 
go,ccol. per annum. ‘The fecond 
duties of this clafs had been laid 
upon the gauging, factorage and 
other circumftances relative towines, 
brandics and liquid commodities. 
The third branch confifted of duties 
upon oils and foap, which it was in- 
tended to abolifh. The duties upoa 
oils would be ftill continued with 
re{pect to foreign nations, in addi- 
tion to the tariff of ten per cent. 
Upon foap it was propofed to grant 
a bounty of two and fixpence per 
hundred weight tpon exportauon. 
The lofs that would accrue to go- 
vernment under this head was taken 
at 66,000). fterling. ‘The fourth 
branch was compoled of anchorages 
ballaft and fithery duties, fome of 
which were reduced and fyftem:+ 
tifed, others were abolifhed. The 
duties of anchorage, which varied 
exceedingly in different ports of the 
kingdom, were wholly annihilated ; 
and the lofs was completely indem- 
nified by a uniform duty upon fo- 
reign veflels, which, though its total 
was augmented, was yet confider- 
ably inferior to what French veflels 
paid in the ports of other countries, 
and inferior to the rate of duty now 
exifting in certain ports of the king- 
dom. ‘The fixth memorial related 
to the duties upon fugar, coffee and 
other articles imported from the 
French colonies, from a part of 
which Bretagne, Franche Comté 
and the three German provinces 
enjoyed a prefent exemption. Thefe 
exemptions muft of courfe be abolifh- 
ed: and, though the previnces muft 
partially fuffer from the abolition, 
yet there was not one of them, that 
would not be a confiderable gainer 
by the whole of the prefent com- 
mercial regulations taken together. 


The 
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"The feventh memorial related to 
the commerce of fnuff and tobacco, 
which materially interfered with the 
aew regulations. The provinces of 
Alface, Franche Comté and the Ne- 
therlands at fent enjoyed an en- 
tire freedom for cultivating, manu- 
facturing and vending the prodace 
of the tobacco plant. The diftinc- 
tion between thefe provinces and 
the other parts of the kingdom had 
been maintained by means of the 
internal barriers. Thefe barriers 
being deftroyed, a new form of pro. 
ceeding would be neceflary. It was 

repels, that the cultivator fhould 
be obliged to fignify to the farmers- 
general the quantity of land he de- 
{tined for this purpofe, and to give 
them notice of the period of harvett. 
Only three months was commonly 
to be allowed for drying and fell- 
ing. ‘The manufacture was to be 
reftricted to the farmers-general 
with a privilege for the towns of 
Dunkirk and Strafbourg; the cul- 
tivator to be allowed to fell his com- 
modities either to thefe manufac- 
turers or to purchafers in foreign 
countries. 

The fubject of the eighth memo- 
rial was the gabelle, or tax upon 
falt, an impoft, which was at pre- 
fent infeparably connected with the 
interior barriers. ‘This tax exceed- 
ed in its produce the prefent ving- 
tiémes or el and contributed 
to the revenue 2,<00,000l. annually. 
It was in the higheft degree unequal 
in its diftribution; in one place 
a third of the kingdom raifed 
1,66°,ooo0l.; in another a fourth 
part raifed >08,.00l. ; the whole re- 
maining provinces did not contribute 
more than 132,00cl. The expences 
of collection were equal to one-fifth 
of the produce; the temptation it 
afforded to fmuggling between pro- 
vince and province was fo violent, 
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that five hundred perfons were ap. 
nually condemned for this crime to 
imprifonment and the gallies, Yer, 
odious as was the nature of the tax, 
it was impoflible for government 
under its prefent circumftances to 
facrifice it. 

Various fyftems of melioration 
had been fuggefted; but the ma. 
jority of them were impracticable, 
It could neither be changed into an 
equal tax of the fame nor of another 
denomination. In the former cafe, 
certain provinces would purchafe 
their falt, fome at four, fome at fix 
times the pre to which they were 
accuftomed ; and the very idea of 
fuch a meafure would excite the 
moft dangerous fermentation. In 
the latter cafe an impoft muft be 
introduced that would double the 
taille or triple the capitation ; and 
the immunities of the favoured pro- 
vinces would be equally deftroyed as 


upon the former fuppofition. To = 


endeavour to introduce an equal | 


price by degrees would alfo prove a 
fource of difaffeétion, and had the 


farther inconvenience of rendering § 
neceffary the prefervation of the in- 7 


terior barriers. To limit the quan- 
tity of free falt to be confumed by 
the favoured provinces would be 
liable to equal difadvantages. 

The plan therefore adopted by 
Mr. de Calonne was to fix the quan- 
tity of taxed falt to be confumed by 
the pays de gabelle, a regulation 


that already exifted among them ia | 


different forms; and for govern 
ment to fupply the falt, that should 
be confumed beyond this eftimate, 
at a market price, and in compe 
tition with the free trader. The 
king would be able to fupply the 
falt, the purchafe of which was ob 
ligatory, at a lower eftimate and an 
inferior price, without lofs to the 
public treafury ; in confideration 
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of a faving of 125,000l. per annum 
in the charge of collection, and a 
duty of three fhillings and four 

nce per hundred weight, that 
would be impofed upon the furplus 
{alt, in order to bring its price to a 
level with that of the favoured pro- 
vinces. The relief that would ac- 
crue to the fubject was. calculated 
at 400,000], The diftribution of 
the impoft would be intrufted to the 
municipal affemblies, and the pro- 
duce in the firft inftance collected 
by their officers. The chief dith- 
culty in the execution of this plan 
would be relative to the great ci- 
ties. in which the number of inha- 
bitants were continually varying, 
{uch as Paris, Verfailles, Rouen and 
Lyons, Some fupplement would 
be indifpenfibly neceffary in thefe 
four inftances. The lois in. Paris 
was computed at 100,00 1. and it 
was propofed to be compenfated by 
a duty of four and one-fixth per 
cent upon goods entering the capi- 
tal, and of eight fhillings and four 
pence per head upon fervants. 

Mr. de Calonne introduced this 
fecond feries of memoirs to the not- 
ables with a fpeech, in which he 
complimented them upon the pro- 
grefs they had already made. The 
king had feen with fatisfaction, that 
the fentiments of the affumbly were 
in general in unifon with his prin- 
ciples; and that, penetrated with 
the attention and beneficence that 
characterifed his defign, they had 
fhown themfelves defirous of contri- 
buting to perfect its execution. 
They had not fought after the ob- 
jections of which it wes fufceptible, 
but for the fake of preventing and 
pointing out methods to avoid them. 
In fine, the difficulties that ftruck 
them, were principally relative to 
storms, and did not interfere with 
§ what was moft eflential in the object 
of the king, the meliorating his fi- 
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nances and the relieving his fubjeéts 
by the reformation of abuies. 

The fpeech of the minifter was 
not treated as a mere affair of com- 
pliment and ceremony. The note 
ables examined it with ftictnefs,, 
and put the fevereft conftruction 
upon the expreifions it contained. 
Anprehenfive left by a finifter im- 
plication they fhould be confidered 
as having extended their approba- 
tion farther than they had really 
done, all the bureaux requifted of 
the king a copy of the f{pecch that 
had been made by the controller- 
general. They remarked, that they 
had not approved of the municipal 
affemblies, without inaterially chang- 
ing its leading features, which they 
deemed abfolutely incompatible with 
the conftitution of the kingdom. 
While they had declared the impét 
territorial in kind vague, difpropor- 
tiahed, wafteful and snadmifiible, 
they had by no means decided in 
favour of its collection in any other 
form. They had regarded the me- 
thod propofed for the extinétion of 
the debts of the clergy as fubverfive 
of the facred rights of property. It 
therefore could not be pretended 
that their opinions did not differ 
from the memorials communicated 
to them in points of the moft effen- 
tial importance , and they requefted 
the king tofuffer this proteft to be 
inferted in the .journals of their 
tranfactions. 

They now proceeded to examine 
the topics of the fecond divifion. 
With refpect to the firft, the re- 
moval of the interior barriers, they 
requefted the king to fufpend the 
facrifices he was willing to make, 
till he had more fully afcertained 
the increafe of revenue he was 
taught to oh get and to confult 
the provincial a emblies upon the 
propriety of the meafure. In gene- 
ral they approved of the new tariff. 

C They 
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They acknowledged that it was 
built upon a juft obfervation of the 
refpective interefts of the ftate in its 
‘commerce, active and paflive ; but 
this did not hinder them from pro- 
g feveral important alterations. 
recommended its eftablifh- 
ment for a limited time, that it 
might finally be modified in purfu- 
ance of the communications of the 
merchants, the trading companies 
and the chambers of commerce. In 
the mean time they intreated the 
king to declare, that he would not 
add any new duty in the way of a 
per centage to thofe which were 
now defined. ‘They teftified their 
ratitude for the fuppretlion of the 
Soties upon the iron manufacture, 
and the duties upon the circulation 
of wines, brandies, and other liquid 
commodities. They recommended 
the admiffion of foreign oils at a 
lower duty than that propofed in 
the fourth memorial, as being of 
great ufe in the manufaéture of 
foap. With refpect to the duties 
upor*tolonial produce and tobac- 
co, they intreated the king to 
fiften to the reprefentations of the 
provinces particularly interefted im 
the new regulations. With refpect 
to the gabelle, they feemed defirous 
wholly to fet afide the project of the 
controller-general, and to fubftitute 
another, which came from monfieur, 
next brother tothe king. This was 
totally to annihilate the duty, and 
to fubftitute in its room a pecuniary 
tax, adjufted to the proportions of 
the exifting gabelle, and diftributed 
by the provincial aflemblies. 

But it was not only in the aflem- 
bly of notables that Mr. de Calonne 
was deftined to encounter refiftance 
and contradiction. Among the at- 
tacks to which he was at this time 
expofed, one of them proceeded 
from a quarter, from which he could 
ftarcely have expected it. It was 
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made by the count de Mirabeay 
This extraordinary genius had early 
attracted the notice of the controle. 
general. He found in him a mig 
of no vulgar dimenfions ; turbulem & 
and factious, if he were reftraing 
from that activity to which his na. 
ture inclined him ; capable of the 
moft beneficial atchievements, if, by 
the penetration of his employer | 
the aufvicious difpofition of fortune, 
he were placed in a fituation fy 
which his habits had prepared him, 
Mr. de Calonne removed him from 
the defultory courfe of life he had 
hitherto purfued, and employed 
him as his emiflary to the Germay” 
courts, particularly that of Berlin, © 

The minifter feems, in the midi 
of his other comprehenfive fpecu. 
lations, to have formed the idea o 
changing the order and_ political 
connections of Europe, of overturn 
ing the afcendaney of Auftria in the! 
cabinet of Verfailles, and of form. 
ing a triple union of Great Britain, 
France and the Pruffian connettio 
in Germany. Thefe views wer 
particularly congenial to the expan- 
five mind of Tairabeau. He feem 
to have been admitted in a very com 
fiderable degree into the confideng 
of the minifter; and he was 6 
greatly impreffed with a conviction 
of the powers of his underftanding 
and the dignity of his characte, 
that he profefled, he would rather 
have his hand preffed in that of Mr. 
de Calonne, than be matter of al 
the thrones in the univerfe. 

But, theugh he felt confiderabk 
pleafure in this cunneétion, an 
though the obje& about which ht 
was employed was of uncommon 
magnitude, yet was it not alt 
ther fatisfaétory to his reftlefs amb-® 
tion. The court of France had it 

ublic reprefentative at Berlin, 
lirabeau appeared there in no 0 


tenfible character. He was direfte! 
tv 
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to exantine the predifpofitions of 
men, to render himfelt acceptable 
to fuch as were fit for the promo- 
tion of his purpofe, and to infinuate 
adroitly upon every proper occafion 
the fentiments, which it was wifhed 
fhould become prevalent and uni- 
verfal. He was there, rather to pre- 
pare the way for a negociation, 
than to negociate himfelf. But this 
fituation was frequently accompa- 
nied with mortification, neglect and 
difappointment. His letters to the 
minitter were full of complaint and 
diflatisfaétion. At length, when 
the notables were aflembled, he fi- 
gured to himfelf at Paris a fcene 
more worthy of his enterprifing 
temper. He quitted abruptly his 
fituation at Berlin, and haftened to 
obferve and take a part in the drama 
that was exhibiting in his own coun- 
try. 

‘Eager to be himfelf an aétor, the 
firft circumftance that caught his 
attention, was, the alarming degree 
of {peculation prevailing in the pub- 
lic funds, which we formerly had 
occafion to notice. He had already 
diftinguifhed himfelf by his writings 
upon this fubjeét; and had endea- 
voured to correct the ideas of the 
public refpeéting the Spanifh bank 
of Saint Charles, the company of 
the water-works of Paris and the 
caifle d’efcompte. He was now de- 
termined to furpafs himfelf in the 
depth of his pohelags and the dar- 
ingnefs of his undertaking. He 
publifhed a piece, entitled, linpeach- 
ment of the Stock - Jobbers, in 
which he printed their names at 
length, and fuccefsfully deteéted 
many of their enormities. Irritated 
with the neglect to which he ima- 
gined he had been expofed, he in- 
volved the minifter in the general 
charge. He arraigned in terms of 
the greateft afperity the meafures, 


which had been adopted upon the 
fubject ; and declared, that, as go- 
vernment had wr esis nothing 
refpectable in any of its expedients, 
as all its operations bore the ftam 

of defpotifm and perfonal interefts, 
fo no perfon could now be appre- 
henfive of the falutary feverity of 
enuine principles.” He called upon 


_the notables to pronounce from 


three years experience, what it was 
that might be expected from» the 
dyftem of finance under which they 
ived. He bid them addrefs to the 
king the language of truth. Let them 
tell him, that a minifter, who ef 
tranged to every principle of good 
faith, of fidelit ha eapalaniett, of 
refpect for the facrednefs of property, 
was unfit to remain at the helm of 
commerce, of contraéts and of law. 
Let them tell him, that pHancy of 
{pirit, facility of ftudy, correétnets of 
{tyle, the elegance of his preambles, 
thecharms of his elocution, were but 
fo many new crimes in a minifter, 
who developed with {kill the princi- 
ples of an honeft policy, and eluded 

and infulted them in his praétice. 
Mr. de Calonne endeavoured to 
derive fome benefit to the public 
from the arguments of his new ad- 
verfary. He at leaft adopted a new 
courfe with the enemies of the pub- 
lic tranquillity. He had before en- 
deavoured to reduce them by vio- 
lence, he now attempted to gain 
them over by conciliation. He pre- 
vailed upon the principal fpecula- 
tors to fign a writing, by which they 
engaged to abandon their traffic. 
He fixed with them a period for 
fulfilling their exifting contracts. 
He referred to an arbitration the 
difcovery of fome medium, by which 
the {peculators for the high price of 
funds might not reap all the advan- 
tages annexed to their fuccefsful 
monopoly, and the fpeculators for a 
Ca low 
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low price might not be abfolutely 
ruined. This project feems never 
to have been carried into complete 
exccution. 

Befide the count de Mirabeau, 
the controller-general was attacked 
by another fort of enemy. A me- 
morial was fecretly pfepared, and 
communicated to the fovereign dur- 
ing the fitting of the notables, which 
ws adapted to ruin the credit of 
Mr. de as he where it had hi- 
therto been moft fecure. Its pro- 
felled object was to recommend the 
inftitution of a new council of fi- 
nance, and the neceflity for this 
meafure was emleavoured to be de- 
duced from the uneconomical and 
prodigal fpirit of the minifter, who 
was no longer to be truited without 
the appointment of certain guardi- 
ans, that dhould watch over and 
check the impolicy of his proceed- 
ings. This work was fuppofed by 


Mr. de Calonne to be the produc- 


tion of the archbifhop of Touloufe. 
Tt infifted particularly upon the 
wanton expence of certain acquifi- 
tions and exchanges in the royal do- 
main; meafures, which have fince 
been very ably defended by their 
author in his Requete au Roi. The 
deficit was treated as having wholly 
accrued under the prefent admini- 
firation. in order the more com- 
pletely to deftroy his reputation, 
the meafure of fummoning the not- 
ables was reprefentéd as highly im- 
politic. Such affemblies had always 
been the fignals of calamity and dif- 
trefs. It was an affront to the na- 
tion, to propofe to remodel the con- 
ftitution in the abfence of the ftates- 


general, who were {fo eflentially a: 


part of it. 

In the midft of the ftorms, that 
were thus gathering on every fide, 
the grand project of the controller- 
general proceeded, The fecond di- 
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vifion having been futhciently dit 
cufled, he proceeded to lay before 
the notables the third divifion, 
which related to the royal domai 

on the twenty-ninth of March. This 
article confifted of only two memo. 
rials, the firft upon the royal do. 
mains in general, the fecond u 3 
the royal forefts. The general un. | 


-productivenefs of landed or other | 


property, not fuperintended by the 
proprietor himfelf, but by commif. 
fioners in his name, is univerfally 
notorious. There was another in- 
convenience to which the royal pro. 
perty was liable. Thedomains, for, | 
merly fo valuable as to be adequate 
to all the expences of the crown, 
were not reduced to their prefent 
infignificance but by improper cone 
ceflions. Could a monarch, the | 
moft unalterable in his refolves, the | 
moft {paring in his liberalities, be 
always upon his guard againft the 
expoftulations of defert, the impor 
tunity of diftrefs and the -endleb & 
perfeverance of cupidity? It we 
therefore propofed, that the king 
fhould alienate his domains in per 
petuity, only referving to himfel 
the feudal fuperiority, the me 
nortal rights, the fines and the quit 
rents. Thefe would amount t 
two-thirds of the income produced 
by the domains in their prefent ftate 
and the revenue would befide bea 
confiderable gainer, by the improve 
ments that would be made, and th 
taxes that would accrue. Them 
perty of the crown was indeed by 
law pronounced to be inalienable; 
but this provifion had not prevented 
the mott fhameful defalcations. Tht 
meafure now in contemplation wa 
ftrictly conformable to the fpirit d 
the law. The domains had beet 
declared to be inalienable, becaule 
the king was in reality a tenant for 
life, and they ought to be deliverel 
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entire to his fucceffor. But under 
the prefent project two-thirds of the 
income would remain; aml the 
money immediately arifing from the 
alienations, would be paid without 
deduétion into the caifle d’amortifle- 
ment, to be faithfully applied to the 
extinction of debts, particularly thofe 
of the royal domain; and to the fup- 
prefiion of offices, the continuance of 
which might be found injurious to 
the ftate. 

The forefts were matters of a dif- 
ferent confideration. Government 
could not look with confidence for 
the produétion of timber for the 
fervice of the royal navy but to this 
refource. Far therefore from con- 
fenting to their alienation, it was 
intended to render them more fa- 
But their prefent 
government was exceedingly imper- 
tect. The different rangers were 
independent of each other, and each 
of them purfued his feparate fyftem. 
The juritdiction was united with the 
iuperintendence ; a wretched regu- 
lation, fince the one demanded per- 
manence, and the other the power 
of removal at pleafure. Their fa- 
laries were inadequate, and the hold- 
e1s were accuftomed to make up this 
mequality to themfelves by the pa- 
tronage of every fort of irregularity. 
It was therefore propofed to abolith 
the prefent fyftem ; the expence of 
which would be about 125,00c], 
and would be difcharged out of the 
produce of the alienations. A new 
adminiftration fhould then be 
inftituted, confifting of infpeéors, 
and a board of adminiftration, whofe 
reprefentations and plans fhould be 
fubmitted to a committee of council, 
appointed for that purpofe; and, 
without the approbation of thefe 
laft, no meafure fhould be carried 
mito execution. 

The notables did not find more 
© approve iu the third divifion, than 
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in the two preceding ; and in the 
courfe of their remarks the fenti- 
ments of the memorial of the arch- 
bifhop of Touloufe might be fre- 
quently traced. ‘They declared the 
greater domains to be in their own 
nature inalienable; the nation a- 
lone, affembled in its reprefentatives, 
could introduce into this legiflation 
fuch modifications, as could infpire 
the purchafers with confidence and 
enterprife. They recommended 
whatever was done upon the fub- 
ject, to be done under the infpection 
of the provincial afflembhes. They 
intreated the king to pafs under re- 
view the conceflions of the prefent 
reign; to fufpend fuch difadvan- 
tageous ones as were ftill unfinifhed ; 
and to revoke thoie, in which the 
injury fuftained by the crown ap- 
peared to exceed the rate of cent per 
cent. ‘They infinuated, that abufes 
not lefs dangerous would be difco- 
vered in acquifitions, made at no 
very diftant period, in favour of the 
royal domain. 

In the midft of thefe difcourage- 
ments Mr. de Calonne looked for- 
ward with confidence to the period, 
in which he was to develop the 
fourth part of his plan, the part de- 
ftined, to connect the projected re- 
forms with the melioration of the 
finances, and to particularife the 
f{chemes of economy, regulation and 
credit, which were to form the con- 
clufion of this important tranfac- 
tion. He believed, that he fhouid 
then be able fo completely to de- 
monftrate the caufes, which had 
created and accumulated the deficit, 
as to leave no room to fufpect the 
minuteft malverfation in govern- 
ment. He had propofed to the king, 
as to what related to the fituation of 
of 19781, that Mr. Necker fhould 
be heard as well as himfelf, before 
a futhcient number of commiffioners 
felected from the affembly of notables. 

C 3 He 
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He was upon that occafion to intro- 
duge an account of the economical re- 
duétions that had been determined 
on inthe expenditure of government; 
with a recapitulation of the benefits 
arifing to the revenue from a more 
equal diftribution of taxes, a more 
judicious arrangement in their collec- 
tion, and a new fy{tem of refponfi- 
bility. He woul introduce a plan 
for alleviating the burthen of the 
redemptions that were fixed to a li- 
mited period, for extending the ope- 
rations of the caifle d’amortiffement, 
and for fecuring an eafy and perpe- 
tual refource in the event of a war. 
He would difplay the advantages of 
a national bank, and the utility of 
extending the application of the 
caiffe d’efcompte, now circumfcribed 
to the capital, to the other parts of 
the kingdom. He would propofe a 
fcheme for putting a perpetual pe- 
riod to fpeculation in the public 
funds ; and exhibit an arithmetical 
demonftration, that the union of 
thefe various projects would produce 
the defired level between the na- 
tional income and expenditure. He 
was ae | of opinion, that, when 
the neceflities of the ftate had been 


demonftrated beyond the poflibility 


of a controvetiy, every tranfient 
fentiment in the notables would 

ive place to their zeal for the pub- 
Fc welfare; decifive opinions would 
fucceed to ufeful debates ; and tran- 
quil determination to the painful 
anxiety, which the firft knowledge 
of their trying fituation had natu- 
rally produced, 

It is fearcely confiftent with the 
eons of hiftory to enter into the 
detail of thefe undertakings, a part 
of which only have ever been com- 
municated to the public, and the 
reit muft remain for the future de- 
velopment of their author. Mr. de 
Calonne was not deftined to fee the 
day, to which he looked forward 
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with eagernefs: he was not permit. 
ted to open the particulars of this lag 
divifion to the affembly of the not. 
ables. 

The fituation of the minifter be. 
came every day more critical, With 
that fanguine difpofition, which q 
bove all things chara¢terifes a ming 
of uncommon energy, he figured to 
himfelf a period, when he fhould 
furmount the oppofition, whieh was 
at prefent fo fingularly formidable; | 
but he certainly did net count u 
this event, as if it was placed be 
yond the reach of accident. Repu. 
tation was one of his moft ardent at. 
tachments, and he defired at leaft to 
fecure this as far as it was in his 
power, Influenced by this confider, 
ation, he made a general publication 
of the memorials of the two firk 
divifions on the laft day of Marc. 

In an advertifement prefixed to 
the collection he obferved, that the 
memorials were at firft written for 
the notables only ; that it was juf 
that projeéts, upon which the king 
had demanded their advice, fhould 
be referved for their examination 
before they were communicated to 
the public; but that, as falfe re 
fentations had been made of the 
tenour, it was at length become ne 
ceflary to inform the people of the 
genuine intentions of the fovereign. 
He afked, Whether any difficulties 
could be put in competition with the 
benefits propofed ? Whether aaj 
pretext could be alledged for bs 
henfion and inquietude ? hey 
would pay more! Undoubtedly: 
but who ? thofe only who now Se 
too little; they would pay accor 
toa fair and accurate eftimate; nots 
man would be aggrieved. The f 
crifice of privileges was demanded! 
True; juftice demanded, the pub 
lic good exacted it ; was it better 
overburthen the nonprivileged, the 
people? There would be 

remon 
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remonftrances! It was expected ; 
could public benefit be produced 
without offending particular inter- 
efts; could a reform be made, and 
no complaints attend upon it ? But, 
the voice of patriotifm, the grati- 
tude due to a fovereign who con- 
certed with the nation the means of 
infuring the public tranquillity, ho- 
nour, that honour which was the 
ruling quality of a Frenchman,— 
could it he doubted, that thefe would 
ultimately prevail over every other 
confideration ? Already the fit 
orders of the ftate had confefled, 
that their property ought to contri- 
bute to the public burthens : al- 
ready they had offered to facrifice 
their perfonal exemptions for the 
relief of the people, It would be 
unjuft to regard reafonable doubts, 
obfervations that {prung from pub- 
lic feelings, the expreflions of inge- 
nuous dignity, as difplaying a male- 
volent oppofition, It would be to 
calumniate the nation and to con- 
tradict its moft unqueftionable dif- 
pofitions, to imagine, that its fenti- 
ments would not coincide with thofe 
of a king, whom it loved, and whom 
it faw animated with the fingle de- 
fire of the public felicity. 

Ir has futficiently appeared, that 
the notables were difpoted to regard 
no proceeding of the controller- 
gencral with a favourable eyé. They 
immediately fixed upon the prefent, 
and treated it with acrimonious ani- 
madverion, The bureau of the 
duke de Bourbon obferved, that the 
unaccuftomed formulary of an ape 
peal to the people was repugaant to 
the nature of a monarchical conititue 
tion ; that the intentions of the fo- 
vereign ought never to be commu- 
nicated to the public but through 
the medium of the laws; and that 
nothing was furely more contrary 
to the views of the king, than a 
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publication capable of exciting a 
dangerous ferment in the minds of 
the multitude. The bureau of the 
rince de Conti was ftill ttronger in 
its expreflions. They were fall of 
confternation a’ the dangerous ten- 
dency of the advertifement. They 
could exprefs nothing but the im- 
preflion of a profound grief, and 
the cry of their offended honour. 
The confidence of the king had hi- 
therto fupported the notables in the 
midft of all their labours; but by 
the advertifement their proceedings 
were expofed to fufpicion, th 
ple were led to entextain falfe hopes, 
and real impofitions were prefented 
under the guife of aljeviation. 

The king replied to the bureaux, 
that his minifter had printed no- 
thing but by his fpecial order, Such 
was the laft mark of {upport givea 
by the fovereign to a fervant, whe 
had probably engaged his confidenee 
more deeply than any of his prede- 
ceflovs, and had induced him to lend 
his royal authority to an undertaking 
ot the moft arduous and complicated 
nature. Every thing was now ripe 
for his downfall. His influence had 
been gradually undermined with the 
higher orders of the.ftate, with the 
people, and with the fovereign. The 
notables were adjourned trom the 
fifth to the twelfih of April for the 
Eaiter recefS. On the eighth Mr. 
de Calonue received his difmiffion, 
and Mr. de Miromefnil, the keeper 
ot the feals, and who had lately 
been his rival, at the fame time re- 
ceived orders to retign. Such 
were the circumftances of Mr. de 
Calonne’s fituation, and fuch the 
vehemence of the cabal againtt him, 
that in retiring to a private ftation 
he was not permitted to retire to 
tranquillity, and that his fortune 
{till continues to occupy a fhare in 
the national hiftory. 
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Proclamation for the Obfervance of Sunday. Revolution in Hollan?. M, ceting 


of Parliament. 


Ti eaty with Kege Caffel. 


Ine’ ease of the Army. Ord 


nance. Motion of Cenfiare upon the Promotion of Admirals. 


HE domeftic events of the 

year +787 were not marked 
by any peculiar brilliancy and luf- 
tre. A tranfaction that deferves to 
be mentioned, both as chara¢teriftic 
of thecourt and the metropolis, and 
as having for fome time occupied the 
attention of the public, is the pro- 
clamation that was made on the 
firft of June, for the encourage- 
ment of piety and virtue, and the 
preventing and punifhing of vice, 
profanenefs and immorality. This 
meafure was faid to have originated 
in the inftigation of Mr. Wilber- 
force, member for the county of 
York, and has fome features of the 
feét of religionifts, the methodifts, 
of which that gentleman is an adhe- 
rent. Whether the minifter were 
yeally influenced by the oftenfible 
motives of the proclamation, or 
whether it was merely a piece of 
compliance and courtfhip that he 
paid a man of cunfiderable intereft, 
we pretend not to decide. 

The proclamation obferved with 
inexprefhble concern the rapid pro- 
grefs of impiety and licentioufnefs, 
and that deluge of prcfanenefs, im- 
morality, ard every kind of vice, 
which, to the fcandal of our holy 
religion, had broken in upon the na- 
tion. It expreiitd the royal purpofe 
and refolution to dif ountenance e- 
very thing of that fort in all per- 
fons, of whatever quality or degree, 
and particularly in fue) as were em- 
ployed near the perfon of the king. 
It required all perfons of honour 
and authority to give an example of 


‘ 
piety and virtue. It ftrictly forbad 
the playing at dicey cards, and eve. 
ry other game on Sunday, either 
in public or private houfes. Jt 
commanded all perfons decently and 
reverently to attend the worthip of 


God on that day, on pain of the § 


higheft difpleafure of the king, and 
of being proceeded againft with the 
utmoft poflible rigour by law. It 
coheed all magiftrates to be vigi- 
lant in the difcovery, and profecu. 
tion of perfons guilty of exceffive 
drinking, blafphemy, fwearing, 
profanation and lewdnefs ; to {up 
prefs gaming and other loofe and 
diforderly houfes, unlicenced places 
of entertainment, and loofe and li- 
centious prints, books and publica. 
tions. 
vent all perfons keeping taverns and 
other public houfes from receiving, 
or permitting guefts to remain in 
their houfes during the time of di- 
vine fervice on Sunday. Com 
manders by fea and Jand were alfo 
enjoined, by their own good and 
virtuous lives and their authority, 
to prevent all officers, private fol 
diers and mariners from vice and de- 
bauchery, and to excite them to the 
practice of religion and virtue. 
This proclamation was accomps 
nied by a circular letter from the te- 
cretary of ftate to the feveral high 
fheriffs‘of England; and, in order 
to give it greater operation and efi 
cacy, a voluntary affociation was ei 
tered into and publifhed on the twen- 
ty-third of February 1788, confit: 
ing of the archbifhop of Canterbu- 


y 





They were directed to pre- § 
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ry, nine dukes, one marquis, four- 
teen earls, twenty bifhops, and a 
reat number of | perfons of rank 
and diftinétion, A publication ap- 
ared about the fame period, enti- 
tled, “Thoughts on the Importance 
of the Manners of the Great to 
General Society,”? which wis com. 
manly aferibed to Mr. Wilberforce, 
but has fince been fuppofed to be 
written by Mif Hannah More, and 
which excited confiderat le attention. 
It is in the {pirit and nearly in the 
ftyle of the proclamation, and 
ftrongly urges perfons of rank to 
that ftri€tnefs and feverity of per- 
{onal manners, which alone can pro- 
duce a great revolution in the cha- 
racter of a nation. 

But the attention of government 
was not entirely confined to the reli- 
gious improvement of the people of 
England. In the autumn of the 
year 1787 the diffenfions of Holland 
had rifen to their ultimate crifis, and 
their event greatly depended upon 
the interpofition or forbearance of 
foreign nations. The principal al- 
ly of one party was the French; 
but they were too deeply en- 
gaced by their domeftic fituation 
to be able to attend to the ba- 
lance of Europe. The fricnd of 
the other party was the king of Pruf- 
fia, and he was affifted by Great Bri- 
tain. ‘The particulars ‘of the inva- 
fion do not belong to our domeftic 
hiftory. It is fuffic’ ient to obferve, 
that the Pruffian armv under the 
duke of Brunfwic, entered the ter- 
ritories of Holland on the thirteenth 
of September; and that, finding 
f-arcely any thing to refift their pro- 
grefs, they made. themfelves matters 
of the ftates of Holland on the 
eighteenth, and obliged that affem- 
bly to adopt whatever refolutions 
were dictated to them at the point 
of the fword. France unable to for- 
get its former rank in the {eale, no- 
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tified it’s intention of affifting the 
Dutch two days before the ultimate 
event: but. this notification pro- 
duced nothing more than a mutual 
armament of the courts of London 
and Verfailles, which was difanded 
by common confent on the twenty- 
feventh of Oétober. It was upon 
this occafon, that a treaty was open- 
ed with the Landgrave of Heffe Caf- 
fel, and conclu: led on the twenty- 
eighthof September, by which that 
prince engaged to furnifh to the king 
of Great Britain a body of twelve 
thoufand inen at four weeks notice, 
in confideration of a fubfidy of 
36,0001. per annum. It is to be 
hoped, that this is the laft occafion, 
in which the authority .of Britain 
will be employed on the fide of def- 
potifm, and a foreign ftate fhall pre- 
fume to arreft any power of Europe 
in its purfuit of liberty and aconftitu- 
tion. 

In confequence of this tranfaction 
it was found neceflary to afiemble 
the parliament of Great Britain 
fomewhat earlierthanis ufual in time 
of peace; and, the feflion having 
commenced on the twenty-feventh of 
November, ‘the two houfes were ad- 
dreffed in a fpeech from the throne. 
Theking remarked, that at the clofe 
of the laft feflion he had informed 
them of the concern, withwhich he ob- 
ferved the difputes unhappily fubfift- 
ing in therepublic of the United Pro- 
vinces. Their fituation foon after- 
wards became more critical and a- 
larming ; and the danger, which 
threatened their conftitution and in- 
dependence, feemed likely in its con- 
fequences to affect the fccurity and 
interefts of his dominions. No en- 


deavours were wanting on his part 
to contribute to the rcftoration of 
tranquillity and the maintenance of 
the lawful government ; and he had 
thought it neceflary to explain his 
intention of countera¢ ting all forci- 


ble 


go 


ble interference on the part of France. 
Under thefe circumftances the king 
of Pruffia had demanded fatisfaction 
for the infult offered to’ the princefs 
of O his fifter ; and, the par- 
ty which had ufi the govern- 
ment being alarmed at his proceed- 
ings, and having applied to the moft 
Chriftian king for afliftance, that 
prince had notified to his majefty his 
intention of granting their requeft. 
On receiving this notification the 
king did not hefitaté todeclare, that 
he could not remain a quiet {pecta- 
tor ; and he gave immediate orders 
for a ari his forces both b 

fea and land. in the courfe of thefe 
tranfactions he had thought proper 
to conclude a fubfidiary treaty with 
the landgrave of Hefle Caffel. In 
the mean time the rapid fuccefs of 
the duke of Brunfwic, while it was 
the means of obtaining the yw] 
tion demanded by the king of Pruf- 


fia, enabled the provinces to deliver 


themfelves from the oppreflions un- 
der which they laboured. All fub- 
jects of conteft being thus removed, 
an amicable explanation took place 
between the courts of London and 
Verfailles, and they had agreed to 
place their naval eftablifhments upon 
the fame footing as in the beginning 
of the prefent year. The king ob- 
ferved upon the zeal and unanimity, 
which upon this occafion had been 
fhewn by all ranks of his fubjeéts. 
He mentioned the war, which had 
broken out between Ruffia and the 
Porte; the convention he had made 
with the king of France upon the 
fubject of the Eaft Indies ; and the 
neceility there was of particular at- 
tention to the proper means of 
ma)ntaining his diftant poffeffions in 
an adequate pofture of ieee, 
The addrefs in anfwer to the 
{peech from the throne was moved 
by the earl of ings, ae The 
language ‘a was employed upon 
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this occafion was full of Panegyry 
and exultation. The proceedings ¢ 
adminiftration, in regard to the af 
fairsof the United Provinces exhibj. 
ed a glorious re as they proved 
that a love of juftice was a pri 
confideration with us, that the ny. 
tional fpirit retained its original gy. 
dour, and that, though the woun« 
of Great Britain were green, an(/ 
fhe was ftill fuffering from the cala, | 
mities of a war, in which fhe had 
fought, not for glory, but for exig. 
ence, fhe was neverthelefs able ang 
willing to ftand forth the proteétor | 
of the opprefied and the injured, 
fuch conduct this country had meri. 
torioufly repaid thofe exertions of 
our maritime neighbours, to which 
we had been indebted for the glori. 
ous revolution. The bifhop ofl | 
daff alluded to his oppofition to the | 
commercial treaty, and declared, 
that he was not lefs ready, to ex. | 
prefs his full and decided approbs. 
tion of the prefent meafures, thay 
he had been to condemn with great 
freedom and fincerity the proceeding 
of government on the former occ? 
fion. He entered into the metaphy- 
fical queftion of the right we had, 
forcibly to interfere in fettling the 
internal difputes of an independent 
ftate. Was it the right, which every 
individual derived from nature of} 
aflifting thofe whom he faw opprel: 
ed with unjuft force ? No: for to 
poffefs ourfelves of this right, it wa 
neceflary to take the queftion for 
gianted, which by the adverfe part 
was peremptorily denied. Was it the 
right of aflifting a majority to reco 
ver their ancient conftitution? He 
did not know on which fide in the 
late controverfy the majority of the 
Dutch nation had been engaged. It 
was then upon the ground of felt 
prefervation: for, if France had 
gained Holland, we had been un 
done. This was mutually true d 
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both partres, and he thought that 
the republic had been infatuated in 
not perceiving, that fhe could never 
be fecured againft the machinations 
of continental defpotiim, but by the 
fhield of Great Britain. Lord Stor- 
mont delivered his fentiments upon 
the fame fide, though he was dif- 
fed to attribute very little merit 
to ay adminiftration, who had fuf- 
fered the ftadtholder, to be driven 
from the Hague, to be divefted of 
his moft valuable rights, and to be 
nearly expatriated, before they took 
any fteps to relieve him. The fgr- 
tunate event was owing to the in- 
terpofition of providence, to the de- 
lufion of the deteated party, and to 
the embarrafied fituation of France, 
upon which he enlarged, and re- 
{pecting which he exprefled his hope, 
that the fpirit of liberty, which had 
lately appeared, might become ge- 
neral. . 
In the houfe of commons the ad- 
drefs was moved by Mr. Dudley 
Ryder, eldeft fon of lord Harrowby. 
Mr. Fox obferved, that he mutt 
contradi¢ét every political principle 
upon which he had hitherto acted, 
if he refufed his approbation to the 
principal object of the fpeech from 
the throne. He confidered it asa 
public avowal on the part of the fo- 
vereign, that thofe principles, which 
had not long fince been ftigmatifed 
as romantic, conftituted the fyftem, 
by which it was the true intereft of 
this country to be governed ; that 
it was neceilary to fay to the nation, 
** ‘Taxed as you are in your candles, 
** your windows, and all the necef- 
* jaries of life, labouring at prefent 
“under the heavieft burthens, you 
*‘ muft contribute fomething more, 
“in confequence of your relative 
** fituation with the powers of the 
“continent, and for maintaining 
the balance of Europe,’ Mr. 
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Fox remarked, that he had repeat~ 
edly been cenfured in the preceding 
feflion for enlarging on the 

and treacheroufneis of France; but 
that his charges were weak indeed, 
compared with tleat contained in 
the {peech from the throne. There 
it was explicitly declared, that France 
had fignified her intention of aflift. 
ing the ufurpers of the legal go- 
vernment of the United Provinces, 
at the very time when fhe was in 
amity and alliance with the govern~ 
inent itfelf. For himfelf he did not 
think it neceflary to enquire into the 
legality of the conftitution of a fo- 
reign ftate. It was fufficient for 
him ¢0 confider, which party was 
moft inclined to be friendly to Great 
Britain, and to renew the natural 
alliance with this country. He re- 


. marked that in the fpeech of the 


king it was exprefsly ftated, that the 
king of France had notified his in- 
tention of granting his affiflance to 
the malcontents in Holland; in the 
counter declaration the court of 
France afferted, that they had never 
entertained fuch an intention. He 
did not however hefitate which of 
the two authorities to prefer ; and 
he was fatified, that no minifter 
would prefume to put any thing but 
truth into the mouth of the ew 
reign’. Ue difapproved of the ufe 
of the word forcible, as qualifying 
the mention of the interference of 
France. It was well known, that 
fhe had long interfered in a ve 

different mode; and, though he 
confidered indireét and concealed 
practices and the fomenting of fac- 
tions and cabals as ina high degree 
illaudabie and unworthy, yet, fo 
long as they were notorioufly re- 
forted to by other powers, it became 
the duty ot Britifh minifters tocoun- 
teract them in the fame fecret way. 
He concluded with mentioning the 


ap- 
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intment of admiral Pigot to 
command the grand {quadron upon 
this occafion; and obterved, that 
this meafure fully juftified a fimilar 
appointment which had been made 
by his own ad: nisiftration in 178>, 
when the deftination of the fame 
rfon to command in the Weit 
Indies had been attended with fome 
animadverfion trom men unacquaint- 
ed with hits merits and ability. Mr. 
Pitt followed Mr. Fox, and con- 
gratulated himfelf on the unant- 
raity which appeared’ on all fides of 
the houfe. In this fituation he was 
unwilling to deprive Mr. Fox of the 
complacency he might feel, in the 
idea of his exclufive right to te ho- 
nour of firft inculcating a conti- 
nental principle. He would not at- 
tempt to make hem lefs in love with 
it, by affuming to himfelf an equal 
honour in having long fince adopt- 
ed, and being conttantly governed 
by fimilar opinions. In the con- 
duct they had adopted minitters had 
certainly done no more than their 
duty, and the fortunate event of 
the tranfactions was lefs to be a- 
feribed to any other caute, than to a 
fingular combination of circum- 
ftances. 

Mr. Fox repeatedly pretfed for a 
copy of the notification of the court 
of France, and on the third of ‘De- 
cember made an expreis motion for 
th iat purpofe. He obdterved, that 
parliamentarily fpeaking they had no 
proof of iis exiitence, “and that In 
fact they were called upon to pro- 
nounce theit approbation ot the late 
martial preparations and the ex- 
pences tncurred, while the only evi- 
dence betore them contained a broad 
and grofs declaration, that there had 
never exiited a reafon tor thete pre- 
parations. It was faid, that the 
notineation was made verbally; but, 
itrange as it might found, verbal 
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notifications ufually exifted in wre. 
ing, and minifters would 
with to have it imagined, 
tranfacted bufinefs tn fo loofe 
ner, as tofutier anv comm ms 
of importance to rett upon the fide 
litv of their recollection. —! Mh. Dire 
rciited the pri adi Ke tron of the do U- 
ment. He faid the cantents of the 
paper in which if Was contai ined, 
were 2 general fyttcm ot reafon Ing 
on the affairs of the United Pro. 
vinces, and a juitification, or an at. 
tempt to juitify, the conduc pro- 
pofed to be adopted by France; and 
an antwer was returned of a timilar 
deteription. Would any perfon with 
merely from curiolity to bring tor. 
ward an enquiry into the circum. 
ftances of a etineniatle, which, 
though now happily terminatcd, had 
been near involving the crowns of 
Great Britain and France ina war? 
Two days ‘ubfequent to this dif. 
cufionthe Hetiis ntreaty w as brought 
under the examination of the houf 
of commons. Mr. Fox animadvert- 
ed upon the article in which it was 
ftipulated, that the Heihan troops 
{uould not be liable to be tyaniport- 
ed beyond fea, unlets for the mime 
diate detence of Great Britain or 
Ireland. This was an unfortunate 
i fince by the conttitution 
he king was not impowered to em 
ree thofe troops at home, unlets 
with the expreis concurrence of paf- 
liament, while he might very pro 
hably want them, as in the lait war, 
to ierve in Gibraltar, the Weft In- 
dies, or America. Mr. Pitt replied, 
that the circumitances of the lait war 
Were pec uliar. We had then no 
connection with any power in ku- 
rope, and of courte could have no 
occation for an army to be employed 
upon the continent; but in confes 
quence of the late tranfactions our 


lituazion was eflentia! ly different. 
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Qur conneftions might afford us an 
opportunity of empiovying cont- 
‘metal forces with fingular advan- 
and, by foreign troops 
in that fervice, We fhould be able to 


ter ect OuUul 


it : 
we uhlhny 
tage; ~ “e 


, . . 
naturai foree, ana partie 


Kae “ 

cularlvy our marine, towards other 

: } j > } vy "ee a» 

obvects in the Argoaeck aegree iter 
elt! SS , ] ee. t 

Mr. Burke declared his approoa- 


the meatures that had been 
ed with refpect to Holland, 
ot the renewal of continental 
connections. He agreed with Mr. 
Fox. that it was not necetlarv to 


eounte ourfelves with definitions of 
t Arka as 4 ul 


’ . 


ulitw of foreign 


a maxim of 


governments. 


iound 


the : 
He heid 
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, ’ } .* .* , 1} ~ >. 
oF fi nce C mid be fuceels wuiivy COUuNe 
. - . , 
teracted, if became us to Ieize the 
mo to and the means of electing 


that obieet. With regard to tubt- 
7 


diary treaties, as a neectlary branch 
ot continental connections, thev 
were, generally contidered, wite 
tric ure: > but the prefent was not 


ely a treatv of fubfniv. The 
‘rave Was too wile a man to ha- 


vzard his fafetv tor banco crowns. 


lr micht happen, that, ainitead of 


f 


I vine twelve thoutand troops 
trom Hetle, we might be obliged to 
fend that country fen, twenty or 
2 dred thoutand men. Cont- 
dering the trantaction Ov ittlelf, it 
was the lait meafure to which Mr. 


Burke could give his confent. France 
was a great nation and would fhort- 
ly recover her natural importance. 
We might derive confiderable ad- 
vantage from theriendfhip of the 
Dutch in the Eait Indies, but we 
could not expect much afliftance 
trom Holland as an active ally. He 
took it for granted that Prutfia and 
not Hetfe was the principal in the 
treaty. It was proper alfo to take 
a view to the reft of Europe. The 
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emperor, whatever doubts might be 
entertained as to his true character, 
Was a potentate too powerful to be 
diirevarded ; and the czarina feem- 
edcapabie alone of giving law tothe 
North. Analliancewith both or either 
of thete powers wouldenable us to fet 
France at defiance, notwithftanding 
her umon with Spain, which we 
could not expect to diffolve. Wath 
Rutha and Prutha and Holland for 
our alles, he declared, he thould 
little regard the rett of the world. 
But, without connections of more 
importance than with the landgrave 
of Hetie, the prefent treaty might 
weaken, ,but could never {upport 
us. The tubtidy was vated nemine 
contradicente. 

The army eftimates came under 
the contideration of the houte of 
commons in the tollowing week. Ie 
was obterved bv the fecretary at 
war, that admuinittration would ill 
have merited the praife thev had 
received, uy among other coniider- 
ations that the recent fituation had 
fuggefted, their care had not been 
extended to the diftant pofletiions of 
the fovereign. In minutely exa- 
mining their utuation and circum- 
ftances, they had been found to af- 
tord tubjects of greater anxiety than 
comfort ; their military eftablith- 
ment being inadequate to defend 
them againit a furprife. The opi- 
nion of the ofhcers and commanders, 
who had been employed in the dif- 
ferent ilands, and had the moft 
competent knowledge of the fub- 
ect, was taken, and the refult had 


been, that it was thought advifable 


to increatfe the army by three thou- 
fand and fixty-four men. The mode 
adopted for this put pote, was, to re- 
itore the third and fourth battalions 
ot the fixtieth regiment, and to en- 
large the regiments in actual fervice 
from eight companies to ten, which 

was 
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was their quota before the termina- 
tion of the war. <A confiderable 
advantage would accrue from this 
circumftance, as the officers, who at 
the peace had been attached to re- 
giments en fecond would now be 
provided for. It was inconceivable 
what difadvantage had refulted from 
the mode adopted at the peace. It 
was calculated to crufh the hopes 
and expeclations of military officers, 
and annihilate the army. For five 
ears not a fingle promotion had 
Sete made but by purchafe, and 
every one, who withed to rife, was 
obliged to ftake his own life againtt 
that of three others. 

Mr. Fox exprefled his aftonith- 
ment, that no more fatistactory rea- 
fon was afligned for the propoted 
increafe, than the two words, that 
minifters had found the fituation of 
the Weft Indian iflands to be fubjeéts 
of anxiety rather than comfort. If 
fuch an allegation were admitted, 

arliament was giving up at once 
its legiflative functions, and refign- 
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blifhment had then {truck the frieng 


of the prefent minifter, as too lar e: 
and, he owned, he had expeds 
the objection. While America yg 

in our hands, it had been nec 

to keep up a larger ettablithmey, © 
In 1749 Louifiana, Canada ay 
other provinces had been in th)” 
hands of the French, and Mr. Fox’; 7 
peace eftablifhment had therefon 
been formed rather with a view t 
that of 1740, than to that of 1765, ES 
He obferved upon the circumftang 


SS 


of confulting the officers and com. — 


manders upon the fpot. Such per. 
fons would have been the laft ay. 77 
‘thority, to which he fhould hay) 7 
Nothing could be mor)” 


reforted. 


obvious, than that each command 


er of an ifland, would demand g 


large a force as he thought equal to if 


his re{ponfibility, and would go 77 
vern himfelf in his requifition, 7 


merely by a regard to his own par > 
From hence Mr. 7 
Fox argued ftrongly in favour of 77 


ticular fituation. 


— -«- -«. «|. +S > fame 


the appointment of a commander it a 
chief, fince in judging of a proper) 7 
peace eftablifhment for the whol 7 
poffeffions of Great Britain, much © 
muft depend upon a general and 77 
comprehenfive view of all the parts 7% 
and their exigencies ; z 
which fuch a minifter could alone 7 
be competent. Another objection 7 
to the propofed plan was the um 7 
healthy climate of the Weft Indian 7 
iflands. Mr. Fox would have likeé © 
the augmentation better, if it had 7 
been applied any where elfe. Nova © 
Scotia, for inftance, was a healthy 77 
colony, and troops in that fituation / 
would have been fufficiently near 77 
to have had recourfe to ina time of 77 
danger. In fact it was well known, 7 
that the augmentation was connet 7 
ed with a fyftem of fortification, im a 
tended to be adopted in the Welt Ae 
Indies. How then was it a be 
Oo hom 


ing all pretenfions to inveftigation, 
check and control. When minitters 
charged a contiderable fum for fe- 
cret fervice money in Holland, he 
was ready to repofte a chearful con- 
fidence in their difpofal of it. Had 
they now propofed an augmentation 
of the army fora fingle year, and 
alledged that they had a reafon for 
this augmentation, which could not 
at prefent be difclofed, he would 
readily have fubmitted. But, when 
a meafure was meant to be perma- 
nent, the houfe could not, confift- 
ently with their duty to their con- 
ftituents, blindly give the minifter 
credit for the propriety of his fug- 
geftion. The propofed augmenta- 
tion was an implied, though not a 
direét centre on the condutt of 
thofe who had propofed the peace 
eftablitiment of 1783. That efta- 
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for parliament to decide in the pre- 
{ent cafe, without being previoufly 
made acquainted avith the extent, 
to which the fyftem was propofed 
to be carried, and the amount of 
the expence that would accrue to 
the public; he did not mean the 
annual expence, but the total ex- 
peace that would be neceflary, be- 
tore the undertaking was completed ? 

Mr. Fox deduced from the pre- 
fent propofal a defence of his own 
adminiftration. From the attempt 
of that day it was evident, that he 
was the only minifter that had ever 
been accufed, of having declined to 
take money out of the pockets of 
the people, and of eftablithing too 
fmall a ftanding army in time of 
eace. With regard to patronage 
alfo, which had been charged againft 
him as the object of his purfuit 
when in office, refpecting the army 
at leaft he had that day been fully 
acquitted; fince the fecretary at 
war had declared, that, in confe- 
quence of his regulations, not a fin- 
gle promotion had been made for 
the laft five years, but by way of 
purchafe. Mr. Fox had on a for- 
mer day freely joined in applaud- 
ing the late attempts to regain con- 
tinental connections. Why was he 
an advocate for fuch conneétions ? 
Becaufe, by creating a diverfion for 
France nearer home, we weakened 
her power of hoftile attack abroad ; 
becaufe the effeét of fuch a circum- 
itance enabled parliament to fave 
the money of its conftituents., and 
leflen the peace eftablifhment. Was 
this a time to increafe the army, 
and not rather to difarm and reduce 
it? Mr. Fox obferved upon it as a 
remarkable circumftance, that in 
our late convention with France we 
had ayreed to reduce the navy. He 
verily believed, that this was the 
true reafon tor the prefent propofed 


* 
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augmentation of the military eftab- 
lifhment in the plantations; and in 
that cafe France and not Britain had 
reafon to triumph in the event of 
the late tranfactions. In the treaty 
with Hefle, government appeared 
tocountenance the introduction of fo- 
reign troops in preference to callin 
out the militia; and in their ftipu- 
lation with France they confent- 
ed to reduce our naval force, and 
then came forward with a propofi- 
tion fur augmenting the army. 

Mr. Pitt entered at large into the 
ground of the meafure. There 
were but three ways of endeavouring 
to fecure the Weft Indian iflands ; 
either by maintaining a large fta- 
tionary fleet ; or by fending out fuc- 
cours naval and military upon the 

rofpect of a ruptuye ; or by keep- 
ing a military force upon the iflands 
equal to their defence againft fudden 
furprife. Experience had proved 
that a naval force alone could not 
proteét them. With regard to 
the fending temporary fuccours from 
home, hoftilities might be com- 
menced by furprife; it might not 
always be fa’e to detach a part of 
our navy: or a variety of caufes 
might prevent their arriving time 
enough to prevent an attack. It was 
abfurd therefore to alledge that 
blind and implicit confidence was now 
demanded by minifters. They had 
inveftigated the ftrength of our pof- 
feflions in the Atlantic; they had 
called in the advice of officers for- 
merly ferving in that part of the 
world, they had acknowledyed that 
to fet all profpect of capture at de- 
fiance was impoffible, but they had 
conceived it both praéticable and 
wife to guard againft fudden furprife. 
Mr. Pitt ftated the expence of the 
tortificationsas amountingto between 
180,000]. and 200,c0cl; and he re- 
marked, that the meafure was fo far 
trom 
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from implying any preference of a 
land to a naval force, that on the 
contrary, unlefs it were adopted, 
the effect of our marine operations 
would be crippled and embarafled 
and the ufe of our navy infinitely 
diminifhed. The meafure was far- 
ther arraigned by colonel Fitzpa- 
trick and general Burgoyne: and 
Mr. Baftard aud Mr. Martin, 
thought proper to declare, that, 
unleis fome fttronger reafons were 
affigned for the propofed augmenta- 
tion, they fhould think themtelves 
obliged to give their vote againtt it. 
At length the houfe divided, ayes, 
242, mocs, 80. 

Mr. Fox enquired, upon the re- 

rt, what number of forces it was 
intended to appropriate to each of 
the iilands vetpectively ? As the 
principle of the augmentation was 
to give each ifland a tore capable 
of repelling inveafion, independent- 
ly of fuccour from any other quar- 


ter, the houfe, before they could 
agree to the refolution, ought to be 
enabled to judge if it were likely 
to aniwer the purpofe for whica it 


was defigned. Otherwife minifters 
in the courfe of the enfuing year 
would find themfelves under the ne- 
ceflity of coming to the houfe for a 
fill farther increafe, and an unlimit- 
ed expence would be cutailed upon 
the nation. 

On the tenth of March the fecre- 
tary at war {tated to the houfe the 
nature of the propoted reduétion in 
the houfhold troops. It was in- 
tended entirely to abolifh the two 
troops of grenedier guards, to re- 
form the two troops of horfe guards 
upon a different conttruction, and 
to'fubftitute the privates of the gre- 
nadier guards inftead of the privates 
of the horfe guards who were to be 
difbunded. ‘This variation would 
ve aconfiderable benefit to the pub- 


AND 


cil; but in its immediate effedh 
would be attended with additional 
expence. The burthen indeed wa 
leflened by the difintereftednefs of 
the duke of Northumberland, one 
of the colonels, who declined th. 
acceptance of any compenfation, 
The chief lofs would refult from the 


circumftance of its having been cuf. | 


tomary for the privates o! the hor 
guards, inftead of receiving bounty 
money, to pay a certain fum for ad. 
million. It was fit, that this mon 

fhould be returned: and the fam 
neceflary for that purpofe would be 
28,o0cl The faving to the public 


in the following year would hE 
12,00cl. and the ultimate faving j 


24,00¢]. 

The ordnance was voted the fame 
day as the army. U pon this occafi. 
on Mr. Courtenay animadverted 
upon a plan formed by the duke of 
Richmond, mafter-general, for raif- 


ing acorps of artificers, who were | 


to be fubjeéted to military law, in 
ftructed in the duties of a foldier, 
and not admitted into the fervice 
under the height of five feet ten 
inches. He ridiculed the idea o 


eftimating the merit of mfons, car 9 


penters and bricklayers, not by their 
kill in their refpective trades, but 
by their height; and obferved, that 
the matter-general expected men who 
could earn half a crown per diem 
at their trade, to enlift for lefs than 
a third of the money in the double 
capacity of artificers and foldiers. 


In the following week Mr. She- 


ridan made feveral motions upon 
the fubject of the ordnance. The 
firft was for an eftimate of the ex 

nce of the fortifications intended 
in the Weit Indies, with an at 
count of the number of troops net 
ceflary to garrifon them. A fecond 
refpected the purchafe, that had 


lately been made, of fome powder 
mills 
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mills at Waltham-abbev, a project ac- 
cording to Mr. Sheridan in the high- 
ett degree abturd and impolitic, tend- 
ing to annihilate the manutacture of 
gunpowder, and fubftituting in its 
room an untair monopoly in the 
hands of government only. Every 
pound ot powder thus obtained coft 
government four times the price, 
for which they could purchafe it 
from private manufacturers. A 
third fubject related to the fortifica- 
tions carrying on at Cumberland 
Fort. In animadverting upon this 
fubject Mr. Sheridan declared, that 
he almoft repented the vote he had 
civen againft thedukeot Richmond’s 
fortifications two vears before, be- 
caufe ht had every reafon to believe 
it would ultimately be adopted ; and 
he had much rather the houfe fhould 
openly and knowingly have tormeda 
bad precedent, than that they fhould 
have a bad precedent foitted upon 
them indirectly and againtt their con- 
fent. The laft fubjeét of Mr. Sheri- 
dan’s motions was the corps of artifi- 
cers mentioned by Mr. Courtenay. 
Mr. Pitt replied to the animad- 
verlions upon which the motions 
were grounded. He had already 
explained the tubject of the firft, and 
he muit refiit the motion, becaufe 
compliance was impottible. With 
refpe *tto the powder- -miils he ob- 
ferved, that it was expedient go- 
vernment thould have tome mills i in 
s poileihon, tor the purpote of try- 
ing experim ents in the manu ‘aéture, 
tu cndeavour to prevent the coin- 
pliints to which the gunpowder 
terved in the laft war had been li- 
able, and to guard againft the con- 
{ uence of fading ourte ‘Ives Upon 
anemeryency wholly at the mercy of 
The manulacturers, 
fonminz the cpr ps of artificers had 
deen ve on0M yy and goverment 
would jave by this project 200: }. in 
an articles of 22.0921, 


3735. 


The cbject of 
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In the progrefs of the fubject it 
was farther eaquired, whether the 
corps of artificers were already ens 
lifted and embodied. In that cafe 
Mr. Sheridan remarked, that the 
authors of the meafure had been 
guilty of a very illegal act, as they 
had taken upon them to raife a body 
of men without the confent of par- 
liament. He maintained, that every 
man, who exceeded the number li- 
mited by the mutiny bill, was exe 
empt from the operation of military 
sep This doétrine was treated by 
r Charles Gould, judge advocare 
retinas as highly dangerous, fince 
in that cafe foldiers would them- 
felves be fet up for judges of the in- 
eee of the law, and a door would 
be opened to every {pecies of difor- 
der. Surely every man that enlitt- 
ed, whether included in the mutiny 
bill or not, was liable to be tried 
by military law. Mr. Pitt juftifed 
the formation of the corps, as it had 
been raifed upon the fame principle 
with all the new levies, and the ap- 
preheniion of a war, according tothe 
liberal iagterpretation of the prero- 
gative, juitined the meafure. Mr. 
Fox replied, that the corps had been 
formed after the alarm of war had 
fubtided ; and he aflerted, that the 
Jowett foldier had a right to judge 
of the tribunal by which he was tu 
be tried. If he were not incladed 
inthe number lim:ted by the mu- 
tiny bill, he might refufe to be tried 
by military law, and it was as much 
his right, as that of any man in the 
houfe of cominons, to appeal to the 
laws of his country. If the doctrine 
of ur Charles Gould were admitted, 
the bill of rights was virtuaily re- 
pealed. Mir. "Hafley exprefled His 
aftonifhment, that a paltry faving 
of zoo: |. per annum could be deem- 
ed a fullicient motive for putting 
fix hundred Engljifimen under mi- 
litary law; and he was followed on 
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the fame fide of the queftion by Mr. 
Pelham, Mr. Marfham and fir Wil- 
liam Molefworth. Mr. Sheridan 
having agreed to withdraw the firtt 
of his motions, the remaining ones 
were voted by parliament: and, the 
houfe having divided upon the claufz 
of the mutiny bill that refpected the 
corps of artilicers, the ei ae {tood, 
ayes 142, NOCs 70. 

The expediency of the eftablifh- 
ment of a corps of artificers was 
brought under the difcuflion of the 
houfe of lords during the progrefs 
ot the mutiny bill. The duke of 
Richmond urged in its juftification, 
that fuch cor ps made a part of the 
army in all foreign fervices, and for 
their utility well deferved to be co- 
pied by ourfelves. Whatever impu- 
tations might be caft upon him, no 
man could be more an enemy to 
the degrading feverity of perfonal 
punifhment. He had always been 
againft it, and was of opinion that 
it might be altogether difpenfed 
with. The meafure was farther 
vindicated by lords Cathcart and 
Rawdon. 

A fubiect, that excited ——- 
able dite nffion in both houfes, wz 
a promotion of admirals, that had 
been made on the twenty-fourth of 
S: ptembe r 17275 in coniequence ot 

hye appre: henfion that was then en- 
a ened of a war with France. In 
this promotion fixteen per fons were 
felected from the 
the navy, and a confiderab ly greater 
number patled over, as incligible for 
this new rank. The mate of fe- 
lection was by no ecns m iprece- 
dented ; but it was conceived, that 
feveral uf the perfons omitted were 
mi an uncommon degree qualified, 
both by fervice and ability, for the 
{tation of commanders. This per- 
fuation, whether true or falfe, made 
fo deen an uuprefiion upon the pul ly. 


he mid, as to aflord one oi thole 


fenior captains of 
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ueftions, which we have feen pg 
A idom occurring, in which the pre. 
fent minifter had reafon to a 
hend that he fliould be left in a mj. 
nority. 

It was moved by lord Rawdon, 
on the twentieth of February, thg 
the houfe of lords fhould prefent ay 
addrefs to the fovereign, requetting | 
him to take into confideration . 
fervices of fuch captainsin the navy, | 
as had been pafied over in the 
motion of admirals. Amon the ob-| 
fervations that were offered in fup- 
port of the motion it was ftated, tha 
the half-pay of a rear-admiral had 
neon afiered to.cvery cme of thefe 
captains, and that the felection could 
not therefore have been made from 
a motive of economy. Lord Howe, | 
fir ft lord of the admiralty, rofe in] 
defence of the meafure, of which he? 
was confidered as the advifer. He® 
ftated the high degree of refponi- | 
bility, that was vetted in the off 
he held; the neceflary  corollan 
from w hich was a right to exerci! 
his diicretion; and that difcretion 
could no where be more indifpent- 
ble, than in the promotion of cap 
tains to the rank of admiral. Ther 
were two qualifications requifite inf 
pertons likely to be intrufted with} 
the care of our fleets. They mul 
be potietied of bodily ftren; gth, to 
enable them to fupport the hard 
fhipandtatigue, to which their pro} 
feflion was incident. They awh} 
poflets a fignal degree of knowledge, 
undertt anding and fkill: the offee 
who difplay ed great bravery in th 
command of a fhip, might noth 
qualified to prefide over a fleet 
Great inconvenience would refut 
from the promotion of all feniet 

captains indife riminately. Once 
raifed to the rank of a rear-adminal 
they muft unavoidably go throug 
the fuperior devrees of promotion 
Oihcers that did not ferve woul 

tian! 
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fiand in the way of thofe that did, 
and the nation would lofe the bene- 
fit of the higheft qualifications and 
the moft promifing ability for the 
fake of an ufelefs pun illo. 

The ear! of Sandwich followed 
lord Howe. He knew, that it was 
ufual for perfons, that had formerly 
filled the office, the conduct of which 
was brought under animadvertion, 
not to meddle in the debate; but 
he fhould beg leave to facrifice a 
confideration of mere decorum to 
the higher impulfe of duty. He 
obferved that the parliament of 
Great Britain ftood high in the 
opinion of Europe. It had ac- 
quired a vuundant credit for the pro- 
priety of its proceedings, for contin- 
ing itfelf to its prevince, and for not 
affuming funions that did not pro- 
perly belong to it. If a complaint 
were formally made of breach of 
trut or improper conduct in any 
inember of adminiftration, parlia- 
ment had a right to inftitute an en- 
quiry, and, upen proof of the fact 
alledved, to addrets the king to re- 
move the delinquent. But the pro- 
pofition before them yras widely 
different; and, in adopting it,: the 
houfe of lords would be affuminyg 
the functions of the executive go- 
vernment. Lord Sandwich defcrib- 
ed the motives, which had ledtothe 
eftablifiment of the fuperannuated 
hit, in inftituting which he had had 
a confiderable fhare. In the year 
1747 a naval promotion had been 
neceffary, and there were in the lift 
of captains feveral, that were qua- 
lifed in a fuperior degree for the 
command of a fleet. But the diffi- 
culty was how to promote them 
without loading the public with an 
intolerable expence. At the time 
of inftituting the eftablifhment there 
were only eight admirals made, and 
eighteen captains were paffed over ; 


and yet there wa» no complaint, no- 
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motion before that houfe to addrefs: 
the king, no idea entertained of 
partiality or injuftice. Better offi- 
cers in the opinion of lord Sand- 
wich had never been put upon the 
lift, than were the new saad. 
Among the omitted captains there 
might good officers be found ; but, 
if the houfe wandered out of its 
proyince and addreffed the crown in 
favour of one officer, the tafk would 
be endlefs. The motion of lord 
Rawdon was negatived without a 
divifion. 

On the next day the fubjeét was 
brought forward in the houfe of 
commons. An addrefs was moved 
by Mr. Battard, requefting the king 
to confer fome mark of-.his favour 
upon captain Balfour and captain 
Thompfon, who had received the 
thanks of that houfe for their beha- 
viour on the twelfth of April 1782. 
Mr. Baftard obferved, that, if this 
motion were pafied, he fhould 
tollow it by a propofition in fa- 
vour of the other officers; and add- 
ed, that it was pubtic opinion, that 
was the principal object and aim of 
thofe who engaged in military 
fervie. When that was loft, the 
ardour of their amlyition decayed, 
their ipivits were detected, and dif- 
grace and ruin to the country were 
the inevitable confequence. He 
quoted a fpecch of lord Howe in 
the houfe of commons, upon oc- 
cafion of lord Rodney’s viétory, in 
which it was ftated, that the pro- 
teétion of that houfe was what was 
looked up to by the officers of the 
navy, and what contributed princi 
pally to keep emulstion alive. He 
reprobated the feleétion that had 
been made, as capricious, inconfift- 
ent and abfurd. Captain Laforey 
had been paffed over, under pre- 
tence of his having cntered into the 
civil fervice of the crown, and be- 
ing a commifficner in one of hw 
D 2 me 
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majefty’s docks; atid at the fame 
time fir Charles Middleton, who had 
thejofice of contreller of the navy, 
and to whom the objection equally 
applied, was promoted, The te- 
lection was defended upon the prin- 
ciple of raifing fuch only to the rank 
ot admirals, as were quali fied to take 
the command of a fleet ; and yet fir 
john Lind{av was in the hit, who,. 
though a moft de eferving otficer, was 
in a fkate of fuch infirmity, that, 
however his friends might ardently 
wiih his re ‘overy, they could not 
hope for it with any degree of 
confidence. Captain Balfour, who 
was qualified for immediate fervice, 
had not only the recomimendation 
ef his merits on the twelfth of 
April, but he had alfo diftinguifhed 
hiumfelf in the preceding war, under 
the <. ufpices ot cape in L aforey, by 
entering with toats the harbour of 
Louifbourg, and cutting cut one of 
the enemy ’s thins of the Bae. What 
a leffon, exclaimed Mr. Baltard, 
would the late promotion hola eut 
to the fervice; and what would men, 
whofe tons fhould hereafter enter 
iito the naval preictiion, think 
neceilary to reconymend to them = 
their future fuccets? = Initead of 
adviting them to fink, burn and 
dcftroy the enemies ships, inffvad ot 
telling them that ictaxvVv was 
road to rank, and thar, the hig! 
they carried the Britith 
wearer thev a ached to tlic 
guilition ol pony rand rewerd 
they would rec 


; 
eod to then to 
after merchant tips, to 
ize Upon private 

tncreate their tortunes rarhes 
their fame. and by that means to 
cue pari mentary Iniueme: ina 
word, ta culivar: “oti 
wibty and meonnefs. to 
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‘The motion was oppofed by Mr, 
Pitt on account of its unconftity. 
tional interference with the preroga. 
tives of the crown. Mr. Be cautoy 
obferved, that no axiom was more 
obvious, than that the Britifly cop. 
ititution was diffolved, from the in. 
fiant that the executive authority 

was affumed by the reprefentatives 
of the people. What form of go. 
vernment might fucceed he thoul 
never think worth an enquiry. The 
happinets of thofe, who would be 
willing to furvive fuch a ruin, 
was entitled to no. confide eration, 
But whatever fyftem of policy might 
be eftablithed, ‘gertain it was, that 
that conftitution, which had excited 
the wonder, and_fixed the admir 
tion ot the world; 


and {plendour abroad, and fuch con 
tinued hapvinets at home, as feem 
ed to contradict the common opi- 
nion of the mutability of human 
affairs, and the precarioufnefs of 
po! itical freedom ; that conftitution 
which our anceftors died to eftablith, 
and which it would be facrilege in 
us to furrender, muft be for ever 
anntailated. 
Mr. Baftard thought proper to 

withdraw the motion which had 
beerr made, and fome time after 
wards breught forward his propo 
(ition ima ditferent form,. calculated 
to meet the obiection of the minifter. 
‘The motion of the eighteenth d 
April was, that the houfe of com: 
mons fhould refolve itfelf into com- 
Mitte, to enquire into the condut 
of the adniralty on the bufi: nels of 
the iat * promot ion. Mr. Pitt a 

hk nowh ey thar this propolis 
was more avreeable to his ideas of 
the conititaion ; it remained fet 
the houie to confider, whether thet 
Were futheient grounds to wasramt 
theat legree of fufpicion which the 


HisiUWuil i wiplic d. hie obferyed, De 
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the thanks of the houfe of com- 
mons, which had been voted to cap- 
tains Balfour and Thompfon for 
their behaviour on the twelfth of 
April, could not furely be conftrued 
into a claim to the rank of adnrtral, 
fince they had rec: ‘ived the th anks 
in. common with all the officers and 
even all the failors on board the 
fleet. He acknowledged the gal- 
lantry of the ation, th: itt had been 
atchieved at’ Louifbourg, Captain 


Balfour had had the tingular good 


fortune to have an epportunity of 
diftinguithing his bravery and thill, 
as the commander of a fingle flip ; 

but was there any thmg inthe ma- 
ture and circumftance of the action, 
that proved captain Balfour quali- 
fied for the more complicated duties 
of the command of a tieet? Mr. 


Pitt alked, how. was the houfe of 


commons, compoted as it was, 
to judge whether captains were 
quis Jifed to be admirals? Would 
they undertake to fay, that captains 
Baitour, Tho: mpfon, Laforey and 
n few others owvht to have been ad- 
vanced, and that the remaining 
names were properly omitted ¥ The 
next thing they would have to do, 
wis, [0 refolve, that they were bet- 
ter judges of naval concerns, than 
thofe who had had a profe ional 
education. Mr. Dundes | inforced 
the reaionines of Mr. Patt. He af- 
ferted, that, if the-motion were car- 
ried, it would produce this bad cons 
feque nee, that no firft lord of the 
admiralty would hereafter fabject 
himfelf to fuch an enquiry, as that 
which was now propofed ; and that 
all future promotions muft be made 
by feniority and rotation. 

Mr. Fox remarked, that he was 
fecond to no man in anxiety to pre- 
f<rve the diftin@ion, between the 
prerogatives of the crown and the 
privileges of parliament ; and that, 
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though he fhould vote for the pre- 
fent motion, he could not have 

fupported Mr. Baftard in his former 
propofal of an addrefs, Mr, Fox 
noticed Mr. Pitt’s argument refpect- 
Ing captain Balfour. ‘To that ofh- 
cer’s merit, with the felicity of ex- 
preffion, which always in an emi- 
nent degree diftinguifhed the mi, 

nifter, le had done ample juttice. 
But, though the beginning of his 
argument had been juit, the con- 
chifion was falfe. "The reafon why 
captain Balfour ought to have been 
made an admiral, was the very de- 
feription afiigned him by Mr. Pitt. 
It wasbecaufe he had had the fingulac 
good fortune to have given a fuc- 


‘cefstul proof of extraordinary brav- 
| y 


ery and thuil. Mr. Fox reprobated 
the minifter’s argument to perfuade 
the houte, that they were not com- 
petent to judge of ‘the late promo- 
tion. In like manner they might 
be told, if a complaint were lodged 
againft the conduct of a judge, You 
mutt not enquire, for what do you 
know of the law? Leave it to the 
chief juftice and the ceurts below ; 
they alone underftand the fubjeét. 
If the areument effected any thing, 
it elfected the anmhikation of the 
whole conftitutional powers of cog- 
nizance and control that were vel d, 

i that houfe. 

Lord Mulgrave expreffed a de- 
gree of diffatistactiun with the pro- 
motion, though he could not fuffer 
himfelf to be induced to vote in fa- 
vour of Mr. Baftard’s propofition, 
He thought it peculiarly morti! ying, 
that an officer fhould remain Wwno- 

rant, till the hour of promotion ar- 
ved, of the difappointment that 
was inftore forhim. He fuggefted 
his wifh, that, upon feeling the in- 
firmities of advancing age, they 
fhould have it in their power to aik 
for their own fuperanuation; and 
D 3 that 
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that the lift fhould thus be brought 
to be confidered, as the reward of 
paft fervices, and not, asnow, a ftig- 
mi and a degradation. The mo- 
tion was fupported by fir George 
Howard, fir William Molefworth, 
Mr. Martin,. Mr, Drake and cap- 
tains Macbride and fir George 
Collier. It was oppofed by Mr. 
Grenville, lord H and Captain 
Berkeley. Upon a divifion the 


numbers appeared, ayes 133, noes 
15> The refult being fo favour- 
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able, Mr. Baftard was encouraged 
foon after to bring forward the que, 
tionina different fhape, andtomoye 
asarefolution, that it was highly ip. 
jurious to the naval fervice of Greg 
Britain, to fet afide in the promo. 
tion of admirals officers of diftip. 
guifhed merit and approved fervice, | 
who were not precluded by any on 7 
ders of the king in council. “The 
propofition, was rejected upon the | 
previous queftion, ayes 169, noe 
220. 
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WN the fi'th of May,, the houfe of 

} comnions being in a committee 
of ways and means, Mr. Pitt entered 
into an explanation of the revenues: 
and. expenditure for the year 178%. 
He fated, that, notwithftanding the 
extraordinary expences of the arma- 
ment, the debts of the prince of 
Wales and other temporary articles, 
the prefent year had afliorded a clear 
fuiplus of ©>,cool, ex lufive of the 
million appropriated to the finking 
fund. Other extraordinary articles 
would ftill occur ; and he feared that 
two years muft elapfe before we 
could come at our permanent peace 
eltablithment. But we fhould in all 
probability be able to meet every de- 
mand of this fort without the impo- 
fition of any new burthens upon the 
country. ‘The permanent peace ef- 
tablifhment Mr. Pitt ftated at 
15,924,° 001; the expenditure being 
increafed from the fum at which it 
had beencalculated by the committee 
of 2786, by the additional Weft Incd- 


Compenfation for the Lovalifis voted. 


Borough of Queenborough. 


Vv. 


Comme © 
Lord Stanxhope’s Election Aci. Mr, 
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an eftablifhment, and the fubfidy of 
the, Jandgrave of Hefle. © The per 
manent revenue he eftimated a 
16,792,0°°], which fum was the ex 
acl produce of the effective year 
ending with the fifth of April 1788 
Mr. Pitt defived to fuggeit to the 
houfe the progreffive opulence of a 
country intime of peace, and patti 
cularly of fuch a ¢ountry as England, 
aga matter, not of mere {peculation, 
but which experience demonitrated 
to be true. Thus the receipt of the 
nermanent taxes, exclufive of the 
and tax and the malt tax, had been 
in the year 1783 10,184,cool, and 
in the year 1757 13,00¢,00c], We 
had therefore every motive for exul 

tation, and none for defpuir. 
There were a few other circum: | 
ftances, which neceffarily entered 
into that day’s bufinefs. It was im 
contemplation to impofe an add 
tional duty upon the licences to Seat 
tith diftillers, and upon the licences 
tor felling fpirituous liquors, 2m 
though 
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though the former of thefe in parti- 
cular had for its object rather the 
benefit of the fubdject than of the 
revenue, they would both ot them 
be fources of additional advantage 
to the finances. “There was alfo an 
article of expenditure to be provid- 
ed for, which by its nature was per: 
fectly detached tvom the permanent 
eftablifiment. This was:the com- 
penfation to be granted te the Ameri- 
can loyalifts, which Mr. Pitt propot- 
ed to pay by inftallments, and to 
provide for by a lottery with a ca- 
pital of 48 ,oool, the profit of 
which would be 260,c0cl. This re- 
fource muft be annually repeated, 
till the claims of the loyalitts were 
entirely difeharged, which would 
take place in a term of feven or 
eight years. 

Mr. Sheridan animadverted upon 
the reprefentations of Mr.’ Pitt. 
The minifter had contrafted the 
flourifhins ftate of the Englifh re- 
venue with the embaraflments of 
the government of France. Mr. 
Sheridan was an entire well-wither 
to that part of Mr. Pitt’s argument; 
and he hoped, that the French fi- 
nanecs would always be found in as 
badoreven a worle fituation, when- 
ever Mr. Pitt fhould have occafion 
to repeat thecomparifon he had now 
made. But how had they been re- 
duced to that miferable fituation ? 
By doing that, which we had done, 
and were perfifting to do. The 
French had not faced their fitu- 
ation; they had endeavoured to im- 
pofe upon themfelves, and to meke 
it appear better than it really was, 
till the continuance of the decep- 
tion had eated to be practicable. 
Mr. Pitt was guilty of a deception, 
when he took the produce of the 
Vear 197%? as a ftandard of our 
revenues inftead of taking the aver- 
age of 1784 and r-8>; in which 
Cafe the revenue would have amount- 
ed to no more than 15,25¢,000l, 
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and, inftead of affording an excels, 
have fallen fhort of the expenditure 
by the fum of 374,000]. Mr. Sheri- 
dan particularly excepted to the ar- 
ticle of ordnance in Mr. Pitt’s etti- 
mate of the permanent eftablith- 
ment, which took no notice of the 
expence of fortifications, though 
the minifter himfelf had formerly 
admitted, that the fortifications in 
the Weit Indies alone would amount 
to between two and three hundred 
thoufand pounds. Mr. Sheridan 
excepted to certain other articles in 
the expenditure; and conceived, 
that an addition ought to be made 
to the eftimate, exclufive of the for- 
tifications, of between four and five 
hundred thoufand pounds. In the 
articles credited on t. e other fide of 
the account, he puticulerly ani- 
madverted upon the fum of 5co,000!. 
to be paid by the Eaft India compa- 
ny. ‘This was a debt, the juftice of 
which was cifputed in evcry part, 
and which the company was neither 
able nor willing to difcharge. From 
this circumftance Mr, Sheridan pro- 
ceeded to notice the commutation 
act, which, he faid, had failed in 
every circumftance, for which thofe 
who fupported it ftood pledged to 
th: public. The company were re- 
quired to have a year’s fto-k before 
hand ; and this requifition they had 
never performed. He did not charye 
this upon the company as blame- 
able; their finances had not enabled 
them to do it; and did government 
inean by their prefent extraordinary 
claim, to render their capital more 
equal to their engagements? Mr. 
Sheridan concluded, that, in the 
prefent real ftate of the finances, 
and evident inefficiency of the com- 
mutation a%t, there was no reafon 
why a duty of two or three hundred 
thoufand pounds fhould not be raifed 
upon the article of tea. Mr. Fox 
inforeed the obfervations of Mr. 
Sheridan, by remarking, that Mr. 

L) 4 Witt 
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Pitt had himfelf mentioned, when 
ftating in the former year the extra- 
ordinary failure of the revenue of 
1786, that the revenue of 1757 
would probably be as much mere 
productive, and that neither the one 
nor the other could be teken as the 
criterion of our real ability. Mr. 
Pitt ftated in reply to Mr. Sheridan, 
thet the fortifications were not to be 
confidered at any rate as a permia- 
nent expence; and Mr. Hutley re- 
marked on the other hand, that nei- 
ther was the debt of the Eaft India 
company a permanent fource of re- 
venue. 

The siticle of diftillery which had 
been mentioved by the miniiter in 
his general eftimate of the annual 
revenue, had been brought under 
the confideration of parliement ear- 
ly in the prefent {Cflion, by a petition 
from thecorn-diftil'ers of the city of 
London. The fulject of complaint 
related 10 an act, that had bren 

afled in the year 1756 for the re- 
fief of the dittillery of the kingdom 
of Scotland, which was fuppofed to 
be a confiderable fufferer tiom the 
growth of thecontraband trade in that 
article. From this motive the exitting 
taxes had beencommuted intoa duty, 
inthe way of licence,upon the Scottith 
diftillery, in proportion tothe fize of 
their ftills; and a duty of two fhil- 
lings per gallon was laid upon Scot. 
tith {pirits imported into Eagland, in 
order that they might not underfell 
the En lifhintheirown market. The 
operation of the act was limited to 
a period of two years ; but the duty 
per gallon had been found inade- 
quate to the object for which it was 
intended ; and the advantage in fa- 
tour of the Scottith manutacturers, 
had been fo grect, that they were 
computed to have actually imported 
into England ninety thontand gallons 

eranoummore,thantbe whole quan- 
gity it hadbeen fuppoied they would 
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have diftilled. This faé was cop, 
fidered us of fo great moment, as te 
require an immediate inte! pofition 
of the legiflature, though the aé of 
1786 had only five months to run; 
ana it was moved by Mr. Pitt on the 
fixth of February, that a duty of 
fix pence per gallon fhould be impofed 
during the interval, in addition t 
the two ;fhillings of tr56. This 
circumitance was ftrongly complain. 
ed of by feveral of the Scotrith re. 
prefentatives. “They obferved, tha 
the act of 1.786 was a folemn com. 
pact with the diftillers of Scotland, 
which could not be violated withoy 
breach of faith im the legiflature, 
Many pertens concerned in the me 
nufacture had purchatcd cattle 
for the purpoile of fatting ; and ther | 
would be obliged to go on with the | 
diftillery, let the lois be what it | 
might. Four gentlemen engaged in 
this manuf-ciure, had erected exten: 
five works, and were already in pol 
fefiion of large quantities of fpirits 
Their works alone were equal t 
the diftilling more fpirits then} 
would glut the Scottifh market, 
There were hefide many thoufand 
gallons now arrived in the “Thame 
uncer contract for delivery in Lon | 
don at a {tated price, and the new 
duty muitot confequence fall entire 
jy upon the original proprictor. Ih} 
the progreis of the bill an amend 
ment was \ 
Dundes, to put the Enylifhiand Scot 
tifh dittillers upon on equal footing. 
Bur this propofal was objected [6 
as having been found by experienc 
unequal to the encounter of enor 
mous frauds in the revenue. A 
clauie was admitted in the laft ftage 
toexempi {pirits, actually {hipped be 
fore the firtt of February, from the 
payment of the additional duty. 
Finally, upon the expiration of the 
bill of 178: , a permanent provifion 
was intreditced tor impofing a duty 
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wf two fillings and nine pence per 

gallon upon all Scottith {pirits im- 

ported into Fneland. 

Mr, Pitt introduced his propofal 
far a compentation to the American 
lov pron on the fixth of June. For 
the better adjuftment of their claims 
we * “diftributed them into feveral 
clafes. In the firft cleats he ranked 
all thofe, who had refided in Ame- 
rica at the commencement of the 
war, and whofe eftates, in confe- 
quenee of their retreat from the dif- 
affected provinces, had been tetzed 
upoa and confifcated. To thefe 
Jovalifts he meant torepay the full a- 
mouut of their lofles to the value of 
10,0001; and, where the lofs of any 
p fon exeeeded that tum, to de- 
duet a percentage upon the excets, 
of ten, fifteen and twenty pounds 
ref{pectivel) lv, in pr portion to the 
ereatnets of their loffes. The fe- 
cond clafs contifted of perfons, who, 
having refided in England during 
the war, had exhibited claims on the 
iccve of lofs of property in America, 
To thefe perfons he alto propoted to 
repay the full amount of their lofies 
tothe value of tojooel ; and, where 
the lofs pork that fum, to de- 
dué a percentage, from twenty to 
feventy pounds refpedtively, in pro- 
portion to the greatneis of their 
lots. “The next clafs were perfons, 
whe having enjoved places, or exer- 
eile profethions i In ‘America, had, in 
onéquence of th ir loyalty to this 
vourtry, been oblived to withdraw 
themfeives, and h: id loft their in- 
come. “To thete perfons he meant 
to afign a provifion in the wav of 
pe nfion, ot fifty per cent upon every 
income not exceeding ioc], and of 
forty and thirty per cent refpective- 
ly uvon the excefs above gocl. 

‘here was {till a farther divifion of 
claimants, the proprietors in Weft 
Florida, who ftood in a very differ- 
¢nt piedicament from the American 
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claimants; fince they had quitted 
their country, in confequence of a 
treaty of peace agreed to by the le- 
giflature, by which Florida had been 
ceded to a different government. 
Their loffs amounted to 114, >%0c0l3 
and the liquidation of the claims of 
the Arerican loyalifts upon the pla 
he ha’ tugyette -<d would require the 
fum of 1,225,0o0cl. The propofal 
of Mr. Pitt was received with gene- 
ral applaufe, though Mr. Fox ex- 
prefled {ime difference of opinion 
trom the fentiment of Mr. Pitt and 
Mr. Burke, who contended that 
the propofed compenfation was not 
a matter of ftrict juftice, but that 
the claim of the American loyalifts 
refted upon the generolity and com- 
patlion of parhament. Mr. Burke 
exprefled tome degree of fatisfaction, 
that America had not had the ho- 
nour of compe nfating the Yoyalifts 
for their loffes, which would, he faid, 
have been a way of fetting up for 
themfelves, that would have done 
them the moft effential credit. 
Among other confiderations, that 
were ftated by Mr. Sheridan upon the 
fubjeét of the general revenues ot 
Great Britain, he had olferved, that 
the commutation act of the year 1784 
had entirely failed in the objeéts, u 
on account of which it had been 
originally recommended. Upon 
this fubject a fort of polemical chal- 
lenge was exchanged between hin 
and Mr. Pitt; and Mr. Sheridan 
moved for feveral papers for the fap- 
port of the arguments he intended 
o allege. But the difuffion did 
not take place in the courft of the 
feflion. The points Mr. Sheridan 
undertook to demonftrate, were, 
that the Eaft India company had ne- 
ver had in its warelideia the quan- 
tity of tea required by law; that we 
now fent to China 1,¢0: Goal annu- 
ally in {pecie, inftead of g0c,0>0l, 
which we had before been. accuftom- 
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ed to fend ; that the forei gn fhipping 
to that country was four umes 
greater than it had been at any tor- 
mer period ; and that the contra- 
band trade was likely to prevail un- 
der the operation of the att to a 
ter extent than ever. Mr. Pitt 
eclined entering into the examina- 
tion of thefe affertions ; till we fub- 
ject were regularly before the houfe. 
Another queftion of finance, that 
excited fome degree of difcuffion, 
was occafioned by the vote of 25,000] 
for the Huildings of Somerfet Place. 
Upon this occafion fir John Miiler 
propofed to vote a committee of en- 
quiry, to examine into the propriety 
of the expenditure. He ftated, that 
fir William Chambers, the archi- 
teét, received a profit of five per 
cenit upon the priacipal of the dif- 
burfement ; and charged to govern- 
ment the long credit price of ¢he old 
board of works, at the fame time 
that, having alwavs.an advance of 


the public money in his hands, he 
was enabled to. pay for every thing 
with ready cafh... The original efti- 
mate of the building was 250,000! ; 


and at this moment, though 
316.00c! had been actually advanc- 
ed, the plan was for from itsconclu- 
fion. The very foundation of the 
victualling office, which was to con- 
of five houfes, had not been laid, 
The five per cent profit upon the 
capital expended was a temptation, 
perhaps trefittible, to extend the du- 
ration, and tncreafe the coft of the un- 
dertaking; and fir William had a¢tu- 
ally invited applications from various 
government offices for accominoda- 
tion in the new erections. The late 
board ef works had been dirested 
to examine and report fir William 
Chambers’s accounts; and they 
had. actually audited one or two 
ot thofe of the earlieft years, but 
had refufed to pals any more, 
exprefling much difatisfaction with 
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the loofe and general Manner jp 
which they were ftated, and com, 
plaining that fir William » 
fufed to produce the proper voy, 
ers and acknowledgements accom, 
panied with dates. Mr. Keene, jg, 
heevtyer general to the board ¢ 
works, inforced the remarks of § 
oye Miller ; and ftated, that lon 

orth, towards the clofe of his a4 
miniftration, had determined to jp 
{titute a full inveftigation into th 
proceedings of the architect. Th 
motion for a committee was farth 
fupported by Mr. Pulteney, My 
Hufley, fir Matthew White Richey 
and Mr. Drake. At length 
Pitt moved for the previous quet 7 
on, and the houfe divided, ayes a, 
noes 76. 

The mifcellaneous bills of tk? 
prefent feflion were by no means ne 
merous. Lord Stanhope’s ehétin 
bill, which had been brought ist 
parliament in feveral preceding 
years, and the nature of which ls 
been explained in our former 1 
lumes, was now, In confequepe a 
the removal of its author to tk ® 
houfe of peers, introduced by Mp 
Beareroft, and at length received 
the fanétion of parliament. Inth 
houfe of commons it was fupported 
by Mr. Pitt and Mr. Sheridan, ant § 
oppofed by Mr. Powys and Mp 
Young. In the houfe of lorési 
underwent feveral alterations, whic 
furnifhed Mr. Young with a new 
ground of oppofition. He obferved, 
that it behoved that houfe to regard 
with peculiar jealoufy the amend 
ment of the lords in a bill deeply 
affecting the rights of their conits 
tuents. 

Another bill, conneéted with th 
fubjeét of election, was introduced 
by Mr. Grenville, the objet o 
which was to eftablifh farther regu 
lations for the trial of controverted 
clectiuns, in addition tothe cone 
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ed act introduced by his father, and 
commonly known by the appellation 
af the Grenvilleact. The mover 
of the bill, who had attempted 
—— fomething upon the fubject in the 
ee car 1785, thought it proper to 
ard « leave the main provifions of the 
of fi Grenville act as they flood at pre- 
it Lon fent, notwithftanding the inconve- 
LIS a niencesto which fome of them were 
toin liable ; and the only objects od so 
© th pofed, were, firft, to fubject perfons, 
Th offering frivolous petitions, or fetting 
arth up frivolous anfwers to a petition, 
Me to the payment of cufis; and, fe- 
., condiy, to provide for the laying 
bie down rules to afcertain the rights of 
elt TS election and to render them immut- 
Oa able for the future. 

Two bills, that received the fanc- 
f te tion of parliament in the prefent 





6 fefion, are of confiderable import- 
neti ance, as they were intended to fa- 
+ Une vour the manusactures and com- 
eding merce of Great Britain, and as they 
h he certainly produced alterations of 
wide’ fome magnitude in our penal laws. 
ne a The firft of thefe was introduced up- 
> te HE on the requifition of the woollen ma- 
Ms nufacturers, by. whom it was alledg- 
evel ed, that thirteen thoufand packs of 
nthe wool were annually exported to the 
orted continent by the illicit trader, and 
, i who of comtequence propofed, that 
Mr. new reftrictions fhould be placed tp- 
4s it on the exportation, and thatthe in- 
vcd habitants of the fea coaft in particu- 
new lav fhould be fubjeéted to a new and 
rved, more ftrict regulation. The evi- 
gat Be dence, that was adduced at the bar 


ends of the houfé of commons in fupport 
ply of the allegation of the manufac- 
niti- turers, does not feem altogether to 

have proved their point. On the o- 
) the ther fide of the queition fir jofeph 
Banks, prefident of the royal to- 
t of ciety, and Mr. Arthur Young, the 


eg: celebrated writer upon agriculture, 
rted appeared to prove, that the annual 
wat exportation upon an averace of five 
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vears had been no more than eleven 
hundred packs, and that it had been 
reduced fince the commercial treaty 
to four hundred and eighty packs. 
It was obferved by the fiends of 
the meafure, that the prefent quef- 
tion was altogether diftiné from the 
inquiry, whether it would be wife 
to allow the export of wool under 
certain duties, inftead of inforcin 
its total prohibition ; and it was 4 
mitted by Mr. Harrifon, one of its 
oppofers, that the cultivators at pre- 
fent fold their wool to the Englith 
manufacturer at half the price 
which they could get for it upon the 
continent. The meafure was vindi- 
dated by Mr. Pitt, Mr. Huffey, and 
Mr. Windham; and oppoled’ by 
Mr. Martham, Mr. Pulteney, and 
Mr. Powys. 

The other meafure, which we 
have clafled under the fame head, 
was a bill introduced by Mr. Daniel 
Parker Coke, member for Notting- 
ham, for the better protection of 
the property of {tocking frames. By 
this bil] it was intended to provide, 
that to cut or deftroy any, ftocking 
frame, or to break into the houte of 
another with an intent to. cut or de- 
fivoy- his ftocking frames, fhould be 
a capital felony without benefit of 
clergy : that to fell a frame the pro-~ 
perty of another perfom fhould be a 
tran{portable offence.; and that to 
detain a frame froim the right owner 
fhould fubjeét the perton detaining it 
to a fine of twenty or forty fhillings, 
or in cafe of non paymgat to three 
months imprifonment. Mr. Coke, 
in Opening the bill, obferved, that 
it was its intention to hold out a cay 
pital punifhment in terrorem, tode- 
ter men from.committing the of- 
fences it defcribed, forbid, 
that any perfon fhould be hang. 
ed under the authority.of the bill! 
kt was meant to operate wpon the 
fears of the many, and it was be- 
licved, 
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ieved, that, with thefe punifhments 
hang ing over their heads, no perfons 
wou!d venture to commit the fpcci- 
fied offences. Mr. Francisoppofed the 
bill with confiderable warmth. He 
thought it highly unjuft, to declare 
an intention, that could never be 

roved, a capital felony, and he was 
Firmly of opinion, that the multipli- 
cation of fanguinary laws, which 
were never defigned to be carried 
into execution, was deftruétive of 
good manners, and difgracetul to the 
community. The penalties were 
mitigated in the progrefs of the bill 
upon the motion of Mr. Grenville, 
Mr. Sheridan ond Mr. Pepper Ar- 
den, that of death being changed 
intotranfportation, and that of tranf- 

rtation into the punifhment of a 
fimple felony or a larceny at the 
difcretion of the court. 

It was in the courfe of the prefent 
feffion, that Mr. Gilbert introduced 
his bill for the better regulation of 
the poor in every part of the king- 
dom. He obferved, thet the fubje& 
had engroffed much of his inveftiva- 
tion for upwards of twenty years ; 
that he had ufed many endeavours 
to relieve the diftrefles of the poor, 
and to prevent the mifapplication of 
the money received for their fupport ; 
and had brought in feveral bills for 
that purpotfe, but without fuccefs, 
His prefent plan was to divide the 
different counties into diftricts, and 
to erect a houfe of induftry in each, 
in the manner which had been adopt- 
ed with fuccefs in the counties of Nor- 
folk, Suffolk and other places, The 
bill was oppofed by Mr. Young. He 
ebferved,thattheextenfive incor pora- 
tion now propofed was full of compli- 
cation and perplexity. The bill cre- 
ated a board of commiflioners, para- 
mount tothe prefent juftices of peace, 
and by that means totaliv changed a 
great part ofour yurifprudence, The 
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houfe divided upon the fecond reg, 
ing of the bill, ayes 10, noes gy, 

A fubjc ct that tell under the ron 
fideration of parliament at this ting 
was the permiffion of public thea, 
cal reprefentations. The Quetting 
had been brought forwari! in conf, 
quence of a new theatre, built with 
in the diftrict of the Tower of Lop. 
don, which the proprietors of ty 
patent theatres confidered as inter 
fering with their intereft, and deter 
mired to fupprefs. Petitions Were 
prefented to parliament from ‘foy 
different theatres, which hitherp 
had been opensd only upon conn 
vance, praying for the introduétion 
of an actof perliement to enable th 
King to grant them licences refpeé. 
ively. A bill was brought in inf 
vour of one of thete eitablitimens | 
which was of the oldeft date: and wy 
oppofed by Mr. Sheridan, who wx 
himfelf a principal proprietor of oy 
of the patent theatres. He obfervel, 
that he fhould have had no obje. 
tron to fuch an ‘indulgence as th 
prefent, though he was warmly a 
enemy to the theatre attempted 
to be fet up in the neighbourhosd 
of the Tower. But the apprehet 
fions of other pcrfons intereftedia 
this {pecies.of property, exceededhis 
own: and for himfelf, who had long 
fince intrufted his theatrical interel 
to the management of others, he fel 
it his duty to protect the proprietor 
st farge, according to their idead 
the wyurv they might fuftein, ant 
not according to any more indulvent 
way of confidering the fubject which 
he might have entertained. Tilt 
bill in favour of this theatre under 
went feveral delays and wasat length § 
totally loft. 

At the fame time a bill was intro 
duced, to inforce the exitting law 
againit unlicenfed theatrical enter 
tainments ; and a claufe wes = 
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ed in it in favour of the theatre, 
which had been the objett of the 
preceding bill. Chis. bill pafled 
the bhoufe of commons, and un- 
derwent confiderable alteration in 
the lords, a claufe being inferted i 
it, upon the motion of the chancel - 
lor, to permit the magiftrates of 
counties, liberties and difteicts, to h- 
cenfe places of theatrical entertain- 
ment. This bill, upon being re- 
turned to the houfe of commons, 
was rejected upouthe motion of Mr. 
Sheridan. 

An attempt was made in thecourfe 
of this fetlion, to ettablith the charges 
thet had been made againit the board 
of admiralty, of undue and corrupt 
influence in the borough of Queen- 


borough , but the accufations, after 
been heard im detail, were rejected 
as unimportant and frivolous. 

The fubicet of the conftitunion of 
the govern. nts of Canada, which 
had been introduced by Mr. Powys 
in the year 1780, was alio revived 
in the courfe cf the prefent year. 
Mr. Powys oiferved, that the mt- 
niffer had objected to the adoption 
ot any decifive mcaiures upon that 
vc ation; becaufe Jord Dorchefter 
liad juit been appeinted governor of 
the proviace, and it was defirable to 

it, til an opinion and informa- 
cnobtained fromm him up- 
Wier Mr. Powys 
Ppropore d, was to coimirin to tic pro- 
vince by liw the privilege of laveds 
vorpus, to grant independefice to 
eat snd es, and to velit certain 
powcrs of taxation and legiflature ia 
« howle of atlembly. 

Mr. Pict ftiii pleaded for delay. 
He faid, his owa opinion fe the 
mott par? ceincided with that et Mr. 
Vowys upon the fubjects he had 
He vaiued as highly as 
any nian the benefits of the knylith 
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could not with propriety be extend- 
ed. He defcribed the inhabitants of 
Canada as greatly divided upon the 
fubject, and itated, that a majority 
of them were enemies to the efta- 
blifhment of Englifh laws and a 
houfe of aflembly. Lord Dorchefter 
had already fent over two petitions, 
directly contrary to thote which had 
been received by Mr. Powys, and 
had promifed to tranfmit complete 
information in the courfe of the en- 
fuing feafon. Mr. Fox and Mr. 
Sheridan ridiculed Mr. Pitt’s de- 
mand of a farther delay, and aflerted, 
that the inhabitants of Canada were 
nearly unanimous in favour of Mr. 
Powys’s propofitions. Lord Dor- 
chefter was himfelf their enemy, and 
the author of the Quebec aét, which 
it was in contemplation to repeal. 
Mr. She:idan added, that he had 
good authority to declare, that lord. 
Dorchciter iad given the minifter 
no realon to expect additional in- 
formation on the fubject. The pro- 
potitions were farther fuppe ted by 
fir Matthew White Ridley, Mr. 
Martin, Mr. Mariham and Mr, 
Burke ; and the bufinefs wes con- 
cluded by a refolutiun that was 
acceded to by Mr. Pitt, that th: 
houfe would early in the next feflion 
proceed to take the fubject into their 
confideration. 

A debate of fome confequence 
was produced ia the houfe of peers 
by un election, that was held at 
Edinburgh on the tenth of January, 
lor one of the tixteen reprefentative 5 
of the poerage o] Scotland ; in which 
lord Catheart, the fuceefsful candi- 
dace, gained his election by a ma- 
writy ef one. A complaint was al- 
ladged, firtt by the unfuccetsful 


candidate, and afterwards by the 
fuccefsful one, of a fingle vote on 
each fide that was illegally admitt- 
ed. The former appeared to be 
coiitled to particular attention fince 
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§t had been admitted in dire& oppo- 
fition to a refolution of the houte of 
lords of the year 1762. The perfon 
voting had affumed the title of lord 
Rutherford; and by the refolution 
alluded to, it was declared, that 
Alexander Rutherford and David 
Drury, two perfons pretending to 
the honour of lord Rutherford, 
fhould be forbidden to affume that 
title ; and that neither they, nor any 

rfon claiming under their lines, 
fhould be allowed to vote at the 
eleftion of any peer to reprefent 
the peerage of Scotland. The com- 
plaint upon the ground of this re- 
{olution wis deemed by the earl of 
Selkirk and lord Stormont, to be of 
fuch a nature, as to deferve to be in- 
troduced to the attention of partia- 
ment immediately upon the ofhcial 
report of the event of the election. 
Lord Thurlow undertook to defend 
the conduct of the returning officer. 
The refolution of 1762 he treated 
asa ftrong meafure, and obferved, 
that, if ne had then fat in the houfe 
of peers, nothing fhould have in- 
duced him to confent to it. He 
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quoted a cafe, in which that aflem. 
bly had reiected the claim of a 
pretending to a Scottith 

and the claimant’s title had afte, 
wards been found valid. He co, 
ceived, that it was not fufficient 
clear, whether the duty of the x 
turning officer admitted of a difer. ™ 
tion, or whether he were bound ty 
receive all the votes that prefente 
themfelves. But above all he cop. 
ceived, that the houfe of lords had yy 
right to decide upon the criminality 
of the officer, till after they had & 
cided upon the merits of the eleéion, 
In the opinion of lord Loughbo. 
rough this order of proceeding wa 
unneceffary ; and he remarked, the 
the contrary mode had _ frequenth 
been pritifed in the houfe of com. 
mons. The queftion of referring th 
complaint to a committee of privi 
leges was carried in the negativ, 
contents 20, not contents 2¢.—Thk 
vote of lord Rutherford was ult: 
mately rejected, contents 25, m 
contents 18; and one of the vots 
in favour of the other candidate wa 
{truck off without a divifion. 
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Eaft India Declatory AG. Indian Budget. Petition for Relief of the Eat 
India Company. 


HE moft confiderable legifla- 

tive meafure of the prefent fef- 
fion related to a controverfy which 
had arifen between the board of 
control andthe Eaft Endia company. 
At the moment of the general alarm 
that had been conceived re fpecting 


the affairs of Holland, government 
had propofed to the directors to fend 
out four regiments of the king’ 
troops as a reinforcement to the a 
my already ftationed in India, © 
be tranfported in the fhips, and th 
expence to be defrayed out of ther 
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venues of the Eaft India company. 
The propofal had at firft been rea- 
dily accepted; but, the alarm of war 
having fpeedily fubfided, the fubject 
was conftdered by the parties unme- 
diately interefted, with more mature 
deliberation. It was intended to 
render the propofed incre: fe of the 
army permanent ; and the directors 
were unwilling to fubmit to fuch an 
addition to their annuel expendi- 
ture. hey complained of the ten- 
dency of the meafure to revive the 
mifunderftanding between the mili- 
tary fervice of the king and that of 
the company ; and of the hardfhips 
that would be impofed on the officers 
of the latter, who had diftin- 
guifhed themfelves by long and moft 
meritorious exertions. It Was €x- 
wetsly provided by lord North’s 


Eat India bill of 17°81, that the 


company fhould pay only tor fuch 
of the King’s &roops, as by their 
requifition fhould be fent to India ; 
and a provition of this fort could not 
have been repealed by implication. 
Upon thele grounds they had con- 
fulted different lawyers” upon the 
fubject, and the opinions of mefireurs 
Evhkine. Bearcroft and Manstield 
appeared favourable to the refiftance 
or the directors. 

In this fttuation, minifters were 
reduced to an unpleafant dilemma. 
A part of the troops were already 
prepared for embarkation, and the 
company refufed to admit them on 
hoard their fips, in which mode 
they might be tranfported at no 
confiderable expence,, while it was 
computed that the hiring of tranf- 
port thips for conveying them, would 
cott little lefS than too,cool. In 
what manner was government to 
proceed ? Should they detain the 


roops in expeétation of a favour- 
able decifion by a court of law ? 
Should they have recourfe to the 
only mode of cenycvance in their 
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power, and thus incur an expence 
equally undefirable, whether it ul- 
timately fell upon the company or 
the public ? Or fhould they chufe 
rather to lay the cirvcumftane es of the 
cafe before parliament, and deftrov 
the knot that perplexed them by the 
irrefiftible interference of the legif- 
lature? The laft of thefe was the 
proceeding adopted by government, 
and a declaratory law was moved 
in the houfe of commons by Mr. 
Pitt, under the title of a bill for re- 
moving doubts refpecting the power 
of the commilfioners for the affaire 
of India. 

On the fecond reading of the bill 
which took place on the third of 
March, the Eaft India company 
were heard by council at the bar of 
the houfe of commons. Mr. Ertkine 
was the principal pleader upon this 
occafion, and he diftinguifhed him- 
felf by a mott eloquent h: wangue, In 
which he not only delineated the pro- 
poied meafure in the mott obnoxious 
colours, but entered into an aninat- 
ed parallel between the Eait India 
bill of Mr. Fox, of which he had 
been a ftrennous fupporter, and the 
Eait India bill of Mr. Pitt, which 
had been adopted by the legiflature. 
Calumnv had reprefented the au- 
thors and promoters of the fo mer, 
as the violators of chartered nights, 
the enemics of the privileges and 
property of the Faft India company, 
the ambitious luilers atter defpotic 
power, and the daring ufurpers of a 
dignity, patronage and influence 
unknown to the conftitution. The 
more fuyefsful meafure of Mr. Pitt 
had. been introduced with modeft 
and humble pretenfions. It profetl- 
ed forbearance towards. the compa- 
ny, an awtul refpect for privileges 
and charters, and a feartul and ex- 
quifite anxiety for the independeace 
of the leg ‘lature. With all thete 
tpeciou- appe: irauces, at had ftolen 
very 
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every thing that Mr. Fox had de- 
manded; it had foothed the com- 

iy into reliance upon hollow and 
deceitful promifes; an’, while it pre- 
fented them with the trappmys of 
fovereignty, reduced them to the 
condition of abject tlaves. 

The bill was oppofed with not 
lefs energy by the members of the 
houfe of commons, than by the 
council at their bar. Sir Grey 
Cooper undertook to fhow that the 
bill now before the houfe did not 
exhibit a juit interpretation of the 
bill of n784. He afferted, that the 
power, vefted by the latter mn the 
hoard of control, was precifely the 
power, which had been vetted by 
preceding acts of parliament in the 
i. cretary of ftate. The tenor of the 
bill had been tounded on the models 
which already exilted ; the directors 
were to prepare their dilpatches, 
were to tranimit them to the com- 
mifhoners, and to receive them back 
within fourteen days. It was in- 
deed provided in certain cafes, in 
matters requiring fecreey, and that 
refpected the levying of war and 
making of peace, or that belonged 
to treaties and negociations with the 
native princes, thatthe boa d ot con- 
trol flould be empowered to orivi- 
nate uifpatches under certam toeciic 
conditions. Bur this exception onty 
proved he more itvongly the rye 
conttructionol the remainine chiutes. 
Sir Grey Cooper added, ti 
a well-known ptiuciple o nyhih 
diw, thatacts, which gay Hew power 5 
and new remedies, frould nor have |:- 
Teral contrruéttion, bur be purtued 
firictivy; and this pria ipvle was al- 
bogether Gccilive againtt the prefent 
dex iarator Vt iil. 

Mr. Fox remarked that e* all the 
¥aitons functions of a legitiative <f- 


1 , . 
ik wl iv, None wasto be exer ied with 
preater caution than that of ceciar- 


kee ihe Leite ot tie é*\ 13 4 *T ‘es it 


H AND 


was effential to a well ordered con. 
ftitution, that the judicial and the 

enacting functions ought to be 
as diftinctas pothble. But of all de. 
charatory bills thofe were chiefly tobe 
dreaded, which were ftyled declarate, 
ry upon the cafe. It was the boaft of 
our laws, that the meaneftin dividyg 
was, in a court of juftice, Upon a lev¢ 
with the higheft. It was the boaf 
of our laws, that the intluence eye, 
ot the prime minifter of the king. 
dom had in fuch cafes no authority 
avainft the moit helplefs individual 
It was the boaft of our laws, thatthe 
king himfelf, when he entered into 
conteft with a fubjeet, was heardg 
their tribunal inaifcriminately ang 
impartially. But the cafe was othe. 
wife with declaratory bills. In th 

prefent inftance there was a diff 
betweenthe crown and an individy 
al upon a pecuniary principle. Th 
king miftfted upon a certain fum ¢ 
money, as due under the regulation 
of an a¢tof parltament: the compe 
ny denied that the act of parliament 
eutborifed the claim. Here ther 
was a clear and unequivocal fact up 
on watch the parties were at iffue; 
and why not try the iffue in a cour 
ot laws No, tatd the minitter: i 
a court of law | have no influence; 
ti tne koufe cf commons I have | 
will rather preter calling upon par 
linspent authorrtatively to determine 
a controverted queftion, than fufs 
it to ee broueht to the teft of reafon 
andtheconititution. Air. Fox com 
cluded with obferving, that he wa 
determined to oppofe the meafurt 
through cll its ftages. He had mt 
ticfinall doubt of the event of th 
undertaking: and, if fuccefs attendel 
his endeavours, he fhould coneeit 
that he had rendered a fervice tols 
country, that would render that me 
ment the happictt period of his hte 
Colonel Barre fpeke in oppolitie 
to the bul. He obferved, that ® 
Iw 
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had been detained from parliament 
by indifpofition at the time, when 
the two India bills had been origi. 
nally difeufled. He had read the fe- 
cond bill, afterit had acquired the au- 
thority of an aét of parliament, and 
he had thought that hard meafure 
had been dealt by it to the Eaft In- 
dia company. T he directors with 
whom he had converfed on the fub- 
ject had admitted, that it tacitly 
conveyed to the board of control, 

wwers, as hoftile to the rights of the 
court of direétors, as the firft bill had 
done: but they had confidence in 
the adminiftration who introduced 
it, and had no doubt of their exercif- 
ing thofe powers with gentlenefs 
and moderation. The declaratory 
bill was a proof of their mildnefs ! 
Colonel Barré complained of the 
meafure upon the {core of economy. 
It would have been much more pro- 
vident, to have fent over the propofed 
number of men as recruits, unaccom- 
panied with king’s officers, or to have 
fuffered the company to have raifed 
four regiments, than to place them 
upon the regular public eftablifh- 
ment. “The meafure was accompa- 
nied with the higheft injuftice to the 
company’s officers, who deferved 
every thing at the hands of this 
country. lt was well known, that, 
trom the nature of their education, 
and the fort of fervice to which they 
were accuitomed, they were quali- 
fied to render more eflential fervice 
in that country, in collecting the re- 
venues, and fuccefsfully oppofing the 
native enemies, than Britith officers 
feleéted indifcriminately could be 
expected todo. But, objectionable 
as was the bill for each of thefe rea- 
fons, colonel Barré called heaven to 
witnefs, that a more ferious and im- 
portant confideration, than any he 
had yet ftated, had brought him 
down to the houfe. He faw a fy- 
tem of patronage, a regular and di- 
* #753. 
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gefted plan at the bottom of the 
whole bufinefs. He had feen it all 
along; and the declaratory bill then 
under difcuflion was only one ftep 
more towards its completion. He 
conjured the houfe of commons, to 
beware in time, to confider, that thé 
firft ftep towards danger was that 
which could be moft fuccefsfully 
avoided; and he declared, that, if the 
prefent bill pafled into alaw, a fatal 
itab would, in his opinior, be given 
to the contftitution. 

Colonel Fullarton, who had ferved 
with reputation in the laft war in 
India, and who had publifhed a per- 
formance of confiderable merit upon 
the Englifh intereits in that country, 
exprefled himfelf with confiderablé 
eloquence in favour of the officers in 
the company’s fervice. He obferved, 
that the rife of thofe officérs was on- 
ly by feniority, and of confequence 
was attended with the floweft and 
moft painful progreflion. He pro- 
nounced an animated eulogium up- 
on the merits they had calleétively 
diiplayed. By unparalleled exef- 
tions they had acquired an empire, 
yielding a revenue of ten million, 
fterling. They had been inured to 
congueft during the bloody contefts 
with a multitude of foes under Law- 
rence and Clive ; andthey afterwards 
preferved by theirconduét what they 
had acquired by their enterprize. 
They had been tried againft Hyder 
Ali, the Marattas, the Dutch and the 
French. A part ofthem had march- 
ed acrofs the broadeft extent of In- 
dia under general Goddard ; another 
part had proceeded from Bengal to 
the Carnatic under colonel Pearce. 
They had aéted againft Mahie, Ne- 
gapatnam and ‘Trincomale. The 
Carnatic army under fir Eyre Coote 
moved during three campaigns in a 
defart. The otficers,who had marched 
upon the fouthera expedition with 
colonel Fullar ton, took the field with 
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twelve, fifteen, nay eighteen months 
arrears due to them and their batta- 
lions. They had fold their wear- 
ing apparel and the very buckles out 
of their fhoes to procure fubfiftence. 
They did more : many of them ad- 
vanced from their own funds to pur- 
chafe bullocks, ftores and other ar- 
ticles, without which the army could 
not have moved. They had been 
fuperfeded during the war by two 
hundred king’s officers. All this, 
hard and crnel as it was, they bore, 
confcious that it was neceflasy for 
the public fervice in a moment of 
great exigency. At the conclufion 
of the war they were cither not paid 
at all, or paid in Bengal bills with 
the lofs of thirty or forty per cent. 
So much for the company’s oth- 
cers on the plea of juftice and pre- 
tenfion. If there were any men in 
that houfe upon whom the plea of 
juftice was calculated to make little 
impreffion, let them recollect. the 
jarrings and animofities, that had for 
years prevailed in our Indian fettle- 
ments, Let them recollcét, that ge- 
nerals had feized governors and go- 
vernors had arrefted generals. Let 
them recolleét, that at no very diftant 
period the gates of Bengal had been 
fhut —-againft whom? againft fir 
John Clavering, the king’s comman- 
der inchief. ‘That ata more recent 
period the entrance of Madras had 
been Warricaded, the guns fhotted 
and matches lighted to defend the 
place; not agaynft Hyder Ali and 
the French, who were then within 
fight of the walls, but againft an 
attack x Hepa from an Englifh 
army under a king’s commander in 
chief. If thefe monitory inftances 
drawn from our own hiftory were 
not enough, let them recolleét, that 
the French in the days of Dupleix 
had been great and powerful, con- 
guerors and fovereigns in India, as 
we were now; but, owing to the 
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collifion, the eounteraction and ay, 
mofity, which prevailed between thy 
King’s and the company’s feryjg 
during the adminiftration of 
they were involved in a compli 
tion of calamities, which ended in 
their total expulfion. Difcord yg 
the ruin of their power, and difcog 
would be the ruin of our power jy 
India. Would we avert thefe evils} 
Away then with all dangerous coq, 
tentions, all fyftematic innovatiox 
Colonel Fullarton believed, that} 
was not in the intention of minifte, 
to fuffer the company’s officers tor. 
main under the preflure of injuttice; 
but that preflure muft continue, a 
long as they acted with the king’ 
troops, without being allowed equs 
lity of rank according to the dated 
their refpective commiffions, Th 
bill was farther oppofed by M, 
Wmadham, Mr. Powys, Mr, Ba 
tard and Mr, Pulteney. ! 
Mr. Pitt undertook to defend) 
himfelf from the attacks, that wer 
made upon him from thefe fever 
peers: He obferved, that th 
ubject treated in the bill, and fil 
more the topics, which in the difcul 
fion of it had been brought into th 
debate, were of the utmoft magn: 
tude and importance. Queftion, 
far above the confideration of th 
conduct of the board of control, th 
conduét of the court of directors, o 
even the exiftence of our territorid 
acquifitions in India, queftions, # 
fefting the conftitution itfelf, hal 
been found to be involved in tk 
operation and effect of the bill. Ti 
declared, that to the lateft hourd 
his life he fhould be proud, that th 
mode in which it was difcuffed, ha 
again brought into notice the prt 
cfples, upon which he began his pe 
litical life, and from which he 
defy any man to prove that he bi 
fwerved in the fimalleft degree. Ht 
defired to remind the ee ag 
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:ad provoked the difcuffion of the 
il, and had earneftly folicited them 
o bring it to the teft of the moft fe- 
rere and fcrupulous inveftigation. 
fe found that it would be difputed, 
ether by theact of 1-84 the board 
f control had any right of fuperin- 
endence over the revenue ? \ ‘ould 
t be contended, that parliament 
seant to leave the finances in the 
sands of the company, who had been 
leclared unfit to be trufted with 
hem ? Was it likely, that, whenthey 
rovided for the better management 
f the political and military con- 
erns, they had paid no attention to 
he circumftance upon which thefe 
oncernsinfeparably depended ? The 
board of control had already pro- 
eeded to reduce the enormous efta- 
jifhments in India; their right of 
nterference in that refpect had ne- 
rer been queftioned ; and what in- 
eed would be the confequence of 
lenying this right? The court of 
lirectors, if thev had it in their pow- 


r, as the expiration of their charter 
Jrew near, and it was doubtful whe- 
her their monopoly would be renew- 
d, would certainly make it their 
rft object to fwell the amount of 
heir imports, and would neglect the 
are of the territorial and political 


tate of India. The duty of admi- 
iftration was to look, firft, to the 
brofperity and happinefs of the na- 
ives; fecondly, to the fecurity of 
he territorial poffeffions ; thirdly, 
o the difcharge of the debts, due to 
he perfons, who had advanced their 
honey, and enabled the company to 
trugele with their late difficulties ; 
nd, in the laft place, to the com- 
ercial benefit ‘of the proprietors. 
Vas it probable, that the court of 
irectors would aé upon that fcale ? 
‘ould it have been intended to con- 
bie m their difcretion ? Ithad been 
rid, that the powers attributed to 
he board of control, were the fame 
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in fubftance, as had before been gi- 
ven to the fecrctaries of ftate and the 
lords of the treafury. But the faét 
was otherwife. The court of di- 
rectors had been oblived to commu- 
nicate their difpatches previous to 
their going to India ; but there was 
no obligation upon the fecretary of 
ftate to give any directions concern- 
ing them. The refponfiSility had 
ordinarily refted under the former 
government with the court of di- 
rectors: under the prefent it was 
wholly vefted with the board of 
control. 

Mr. Pitt next adverted to the ob- 
je€tion which had been ftarted on 
the other fide of the houfe, refpe&- 
ing the origin and hiftorv of the aet 
of 1784. It had been faid, that that 
act was founded upona mutual com- 
pact between him and the court of 
direétors ; and that of confequence 
they had great right to complain, 
if a fenfe were put upon the articles 
of this compact, totaily adverfe to 
the ideas entertained by one of the 
parties when the compact was made. 
The allegation upon which this 
reafoning was built, was wholly un- 
founded, It was true, that a bill 
had been introduced by him in the 
preceding parliament, to which the 
acquiefcence of the court of directors 
had been previoufly demanded. That 
bill, however, had been annihilated 
by the diffolution; and the prefent 
act of parliament was brought in 
upon principles fimilar to the for- 
mer, but with new clauics and al- 
terations, to fome of which the di- 
rors objected, in whichconfequent- 
ly there was no compaét, to which 
there was no confent. 

A farther objection had been 
ftated, that the declaratory bill con- 
veyed to the king the power of 
maintaining an army without the 
confent of parliament. No propo- 
fition could be more adverfe to Mr. 
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Pitt’s intentions, than that which 
was thus imputed to him. But in real- 
ity the troops in queftion had al- 
ready been recognifed by parliament, 
when they voted the citimate for 
raifing them; and the number of 
king’s regiments ferving in India, 
would always be to be afcertaincd 
by the company belonging to each, 
which remained in England for the 
purpofe of recruiting, and the ex- 

nce of which would be to be pro- 
vided for by parliament. Meanwhile 
he begged leave to obferve, upon the 
fubject of armies kept up without 
the knowledge of the legiflature, that 
there was great inacctiracy in the ex- 
ifting laws in relation to that fubject. 
The bill of rights was not very ex- 
plicit ; it hardly ftated the legality 
of a ftanding army within the king- 
dom, and was totally filent refpect- 
ing forces out of the Kingdom. The 
mutiny aét was penned {till more 
loofely : it provided only for the 
maintenance of diicipline in the 
home fervice, and took no notice 
that we had troops in apy other part 
of the world: it gave the king a 
power of making new articles of war, 
and intli¢ting new penalties, pro- 
vided they dic not amount to lots of 
life or limb, in England ; leaving it 
in doubt whether crimes, not eapi- 
tal in England, might not be made 


capital abroad : it took no notice of- 


the company belonging to foreign 
regiments, that was retained at home 
tor the purpofe of recruiting. One 
benefit refulting from the prefent 
difpute, would, he hoped, be: the 
remedying in future thefe inaccura- 
cies and omiffions. 

Mr. Pitt acknowledged, that it 
had been -the object of the act of 
1784 to ailume the power of fu- 
perintendence and control, without 
afluming thé power of patronage. 
In the prefent bill he declared, that 
every thing had been done, which 


his underftanding had fuggefted, 
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for the diminution of patro 
The regiments in queftion belonow 
to the crown, and of courfe jg coug 
not be fuppofed, that the fov . 
could entirely depart from his » 
rogative of naming his own office 
But the king had acted with the ny 
gracious attention to the com 
and to the merits, of the officers wh 
had grown grey in her fervices hy. 
ing relinguifhed nearly half the 
tronage of the regiments, and ley. 
ing the difpofal of thefe commifhos 
to the court of directors. Therop, 
pany indeed alledged, that they bg 
fix hundred officers unemployed: 
but the king could not forget, thatk 
had twothoufand eight hundred ¢ 
ficers upon half pay, not perk 
more meritorious, but certainly g 
lefs fo, than thofe in the company} 
fervice, and many of whom hadat 
ally ferved with diftinétion in Ind 
Such had been the forbearance’ 
had thought it proper to, exemi 
upon the fubject of patronage. B 
if, by the objection that had} 
ftarted, it was intended to referti 
the great political patronage, th 
he did not deny that he hadaté@ 
tunes iatended to affume: Me 
who were refponfible for the gover 
ment of acountry, ought undouw 
edly te have the appointments 
thofe,.whom they were to intr 
with the execution of their ord 
But it would be admitted, that a@ 
patronage left to the company! 
very comiderable, when the gm 
extent of their military eftablifhmes 
was properly recollected. Mr, 
added, that the objections that 
ftarted on this head, would pot 
throw: difficulties-in the way of 8 
eonfolidation of the two, armies 
India ; an object, on many accousl 
defirable, and which in fome 
other muft be attempted. 
fhould be thought advifeabletom 
the whole army royal, then unde 
edly the patronage of the a 
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would be’ greatly increafed, “He 
beliewed however, that the mea- 
fare was neceflary ; and there was 
{carcely any thing to which he 


would not ailent, to remove the ap- 
prehentior ns of the nation refpecting 
the undue ufe of this patronage. For 
the bill now before the hor ufe, Mr. 
Pitt profetied himiclf ready to pro- 
pote clautes, that fhould annihilate 
every fulpicion of danger. He re- 
qus fted from m embers. in general 
the fuggeition of whatever Jaufes or 
checks their ingenuity could devife. 
Let them come trom what individu- 
al, or from what fide of the houfe 
thev might; It them be accompa- 
nied with what language they might; 
he would gladly receivé them, and 
would eiteem the man that propoied 
them belt friend, he 
would prove himtelf a triend to the 
conttit tions The bill having al- 
ready gone through the cominitree, 
Mr. Pitt ccncluded with moving 
that it be recommitted, and that it 
be an initruéction to the committee, 
that thev receive claufes for iarther 
ipecitving and limiting the manner of 
applying the revenues of the Britith 
territories and pofleflions in India. 
The houle had previoufly divided 
upon the original queftion for com- 
nmutting the bill, ayes 182, noes 125. 
The {peech of “Mr. Pitt produced 
a favourable effect upon the coun- 
try gentlemen, and Mr. Baftard 
and Mr. Pulteney exprefled them- 
lelves greatly fatisfied with what he 
had oftered, though they united in 
; Wwifing him, not todo things by 
haves; but to put an end to the 
peefent bill altogether, and to bring 
In, not a declaratory, but an enact. 
ing bill, Mr. Sheridan fpoke in 
the courfe of the debate. He re- 
torted the aceufations, which Mr. 
Pitt had frequently brought againft 
the se of oppofition. He 
odlerved, that the minifter had 
how endeavoured to reprefent them 


his becaule 
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as the enemies of prerogative. It 
by the enemies of prerogative he 
meant to have it underftood, that 
they were not, like” himfelf, the 
friends of a dark, concealed and fe- 
cret band of advifers, who, fculk- 
ing behind the throne, were the 
main {pring ot attack upon the con- 
ftitution, and of danger to the 
throne itfelf; if he meant, that 
they were unwilling to intrench up- 
onthe privileges of that houfe, and 
difdained to fee the dignity of an- 
other infulted by a mean, grofs and 
feandalous fyftem of  tranfacting 
public bufineis by whifpering ; if he 
meant, that they were not ready 
unneceffarily to increafe the ftand- 
ing army by every poflible expedi- 
ent; they confeiled guilty to the 
the vt urge; they avowed eternal hof- 
tility to a prerogative fo exercifed. 
Mr. Sheridan however acknow- 
ledved, that Mr. Pitt was a friend 
to the prerogative indefinitely and 
implicitly ; but he did not fee how 
he could arrogate to himfelf the 
praife of being alfo a friend to the 
privleges of the people. His whole 
political lute had been occupied in 
attacks upon thofe privileges. He 
had commenced his career by a 
violent infringment of the rights of 
the houfe of commons; he had 
attacked the rights of eleétion ; 
he had attacked the privileges of 
the people of Ireland; he had 
endeavoured to facrifice the fran- 
chifes of Englifhmen at the fhrine 
of a wild fyitem of fortifications. 
In the prefent feflion he had ufed 
every means to augment the ftand- 
ing army. Fictitious wants have 
been pleaded; unknown dangers 
had been fuggetted ; the peace efta- 
blifhment was increafed in both cx- 
tremities of the globe; the mutiny 
act was gradually and fy{tematically 
extended to perions, not within the 
reach of military law. Mr. Sheri- 


dan was for his own part defirous, 
that 
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that Mr. Pitt fhould be proved a 
true and zealous friend to the contti- 
tution. To fatisfy our mental tafte, 
and to °* ftify the admii«tion that 
every one felt for his ¢ \dowments, 
it was eagerly to be withed, that a 
on of fo brilliant ta'ents fhould 
incerely love the conftitution, to 
which his talents were peculiarly a- 
dapted, and under which alone they 
cou!d fully difplay themfelves. His 
friends talked much of his confci- 
ence; and it was alledged, that bad 
advice, not wicked intention, had 
given rife to the prefent bill. He 
was not unwilling to give ear to 
this apology ; he hoped it was true, 
and be'gertly salcdel it, He did 
not hefitate to agree with the mint- 
fter’s admirers, that he had people 
about him capable of leading him 
wrong. 
Mr. Sheridan animadverted upon 
the language of the {peech which had 
juft been delivered. Mr. Pitt had be- 


gun with talking of the magnitude 
and importance of the bill on the 
table, of that very bill which he had 
originally ftolen into the houfe, with- 
out —, without {peaking 
of its dangers, withuut the fmallett 


hint of its magnitude. He had pro- 
cured it to be read a firft and a fe- 
cond time; but, being caught in 
the fact, and finding his arm arreft- 
ed and himfelf difcovered, feeing 
that not only the members of op- 
pofition, but that all fides of the 
houfe had tiken the alarm, he came 
forward, talked of the danger with 
which his !ill was pregnant, and 
requefted that it might be check- 
ed and guarded with all poffible 
caution. The bill with its terrors, 
its arrogance and its evils came firft ; 
the checks came behind by way of 
rider. Prerogative ftood boldly in 
the front ; the conftitution hrought 
up the rear. 
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Mr. Sheridan obferved, that the 
tent bill was a complete jut 
tion of the fyftem of Mr, Fox j, 
the year 1783. The minifter hy 

built his fuccefs at that time, y 
the cry that was raifed againf thy 
fyftem ; and he had now brought) 
a bill, which went ten times f 
in all the points he had then affedy 
to condemn. Let the houfe com, 
pare the powers of Mr. Fox’s com, 
miffioners with thofe, which wep 
now aflerted to belong to the boar 
of control Lord  Fitzwilliag 
could not fend out a difpatch; ly 
could neither declare war nor mak 
peace in India; he could neithe 
colleét the revenues of the com 
nor apply them to the purpofes hk 
fhould think proper, without fir 
having the M ser sa of the ki 
fignified to him through the med 
um of the fecretary of ftate. Th 
board of control conld do all this 
Mr. Sheridan averred, that the bil 
of 1784 had been brought in with 
the declared affent of the cour 
of direétors. The minifter had 
ftood upon the compact, and pleat. 
ed their approbation as a decifiv 
argument; but now he expetted, 
not only to violate the bargain, but 
even to efcape the ignominy of hav 
ing broken a folemn engagement. 
Mr. Burke congratulated th 
houfe, that confidence was now er 
ploded, and that the vigilance and 


jealoufy of parliament, which ha 


long been extinét, was again called 
into exiftence. On Wednefday the 
minifter had called for the trutt and 
reliance of that houfe ; on Friday 
he condefcended to recommend to 
them watclifulnefs, care and fufp 
cion. He did every thing indeed 
with an air of pride; he even feat 
tered his afhes with dignity; and 
wore his fackcloth, as if it were’ 
rebe of purple. Alluding to ane 
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xetion of Mr. Scott, fince appoint- 
ed folicitor general, he obferved, 
chat the prefent meafure in compart- 
fon with the unfuccefsful plan of 
Mr. Fox, was the gentle, regimea- 
wefcribing bill; it took from the 
Kat India company their break- 
faft, their dinner, and referved the 
right of taking what portion it 
pleafed of their fupper. He de- 
Gred to be informed by adminiftra- 
tion, whether, when they brought 
in the act of 1784, and complajned 
that Mr. Fox’s bill took too much, 
they had honeftly ftated, that all 
they meanttotake, was, the military 
power, the political direction, the 
management of the revenue, and 
as much as they could get of the 
commerce? The queftion then to 
have put to the houfe would have 
been, in whofe hands they were 
willing this power fhould be in- 
trufted ? in the hands of feven of 
the moft refpectable men in the 
kingdom, or with the fhreds and 
remnants of office? The public had 
been at that time infatuated, hurried 
on to madnefs. They were goaded 
o the deftruction of the high-prieft 
of their liberties, at the very time 
that he was exerting himfelf at the 
altar of the nation for their fupport. 
The leaders of that mob were a 
thoufand times worfe, than lord 
George Gordon, who was now {uf- 
fering in his Jewifh gabardine. Had 
his mob deftroyed the bank, the 
country’s wealth might have rebuilt 
it; had they deftroyed St. Paul’s, 
the piety of the nation would have 
reftored its ruins. But the mob of 
1784 deftroyed the houfe of com- 
mons, deftroyed the palladium of 
their privileges, ew seme what 
might never have been recovered. 
From the appearance of that day 
however, he hoped the mifchicf 
might be annihilated ; and he now 
xpected to fee the houfe of cominons 
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rife like a phoenix regenerated from 
its afhes. 

The houfe divided upon the quef- 
tion of bringing up the report, ayes 
182, noes 115; andthe claufes, now 
moved by Mr. Pitt, provided, that ne 
king’s troops, beyond the number 
which was now propofed, fhould be 
fent to India under the authority of 
any exiffing law: that no increafe 
of falary fhould be given to any of 
the fervants of the company, without 
the difpatches for that purpofe be- 
ing Jaid before both houfes of par- 
liament thirty days previous to their 
being fent; and that no gratuity 
fhould be given, the propofal of 
which did not originate in the court 
of direflors. A tourth claufe was 
added to thefe by the minifter, 
which had not precifely the fame 
object: it directed, that an account 
of the revenues and difburfements 
of the company fhould be laid bee 
fore parliament at a certain afligned 
period in the courfe of every year, 
Ihe claufes were received without 
a debate. 

Asevery part of the decharatory bil] 
underwent a fevere difcuffion, the fe- 
cretary at war was more than once 
called upon to inform the houfe re- 
{fpecting it, in circumftances relative 
to hisown department. Mr. Baring, 
the moft a¢tive of the Eaft India di- 
rectors, ftated, that the new regi- 
ments, now propofed to be fent, 
would toon be reduced to mere fkelee 
tons of regiments, like the reft of the 
government forces jn that part of the 
world. Aditference of opinion upon 
this point took place between him 
and the tecretary at war; Mr. Baring 
ftating, thatthe number ofmen want- 
ing to complete the king’s regiments 
in India was two thoufand four h: n+ 
dred ; and the fecretary at war ai- 
furing the houfe, as he faid officially, 
that the deficiency fcarcely exceeded 
the wameunt of two hundred. In 
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this ftatement he fpoke from the 
moft unqueftionable evidence, asthe 
Indian accounts of January 1787 
had taken it at fomething more than 
eight hundred, and fix hundred re- 
cruits had fince that time been em- 
barked. Mr. Fox ridiculed this mode 
of computation, as it made no fort 
of allowance for deficiencies, 
which might have happened tn the 
courfe of tourteen months, either in 
the new recruits, or in the army 
then exifting in India. General 
Burgoyne took occafion to enquire, 
whether the four regiments had yct 
been infpected by a general othicer ; 
fince he had heard it affirmed, that 
one of them was to be kept at home 
another year in order to recruit. In 
that cafe, was it to be maintained 
by the king or the company? If 
the latter, whatever might be faid 
refpecting the power of the king, to 
maintain troops in India, not de- 
frayed by parliament, certain he was, 
that no trvops could be kept in Eng- 
land that were not fo defraved. The 
‘fecretary at war anfwered, that three 
of the regiments had been infpeéted 
by a general officer, and that the 
tourth, he believed, was nearly as 
complete as the other three. Gene- 
ral Burgoyne {tated upon the follow- 
ing day, that he had reafon to be- 
lieve, that the fact was exactly the 
reverfe of this aflertion, one of the 
regiments having been reviewed, 
and three of them not reviewed at 
all. The fecretary at war replied, 
that, if they had not been infpected 
by a reviewing general, thev had 
however been infpected by their owa 
colonels. Mr. Sheridan ftated to the 
houfe, that, however extraordinary 
it might appear, he believed he 
fhould be able to prove, that orders 
were actually fent out to reduce the 
eftablifhment of the five regiments 
already in India, at the very time 
that it was propofed to fend out the 


tlie 


BRITIS 


H AND 





four new regiments; and he aces 
ingly moved, that certain papers re. 
lative to this tranfaction fhould 
laid before the houfe. He left them 
to draw their own inferences frog 
this fingular circumftance. 

A fatt had been originally broughe 
forward by colonel Barre, for the 
purpofe of proving, that the board 
of control not only claimed to inter. 
fere with the commerce of the com. 
pany indirectly by difpofing of their 
revenue, but that they had direétly 
interfered with it in the matter of 
the cotton trade. Mr. Dundas un. 
dertock to explain this affair to the 
houfe. He hid, that the court of 
directors had been willing to take 
the cotton trade into the hands of 
the company, and that, knowing the 
fuccefs of their defiyn to depend u 
on fecrecy, they had refolved to fend 
their difpatches through the fecret 
committee of direétors, aware at the 
fame time that the proceeding was 
ftrictly illegal. Under thefe cir. 
cumftances the difpatches had come 
to the beard of control ; and, as they 
could not go to India without ther 
fignature and feal, the board had 
patlively affixed their authority to 
the inftrument. Mr. Fox obferved, 
that this action ought not to be con- 
fidered as paflive, fince if the board 
had not lent their authority in the 
cafe in queftion, the difpatches could 
have been tranfmitted through the 
unlawful medium of the fecret com- 
mittee. 

The general debate was revived 
upon the third reading of the bill. ; 
Mr. Flood afferted, that the decla- 
ratory bill was totally unneceffary. 
If a difpute had arifen as to wha 
was to pay the troops in India, that 
might have been sDeirviinds adjuft- 
ed. The company’s fhips, he un- 
derftood, were ready to receive them. 
The troops therefore might have 
been embarked; and the queftion 

in 
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in difpute have been trfed in acourt 
of law. Four years ago it had been 
aderted, that the influence of the Eaft 
India company, placed in the hands 
of an individual commiflion, would 
have made the commifloners fupe- 
rior in power tothecrown itfelf. Sure- 
\y that power, which was fo formid- 
thle an object in the hands of private 
men, muft conftitute an acceflion in 
the higheft degree alarming, to the 
influence and weight of the mo- 
narchical branch, Sir Grey he. 2 
reafoned upon the enacting claules, 
which had recently been introduced 
into the bill by the minifter. To 
what did the claufes amount, but to 
an aflertion, that the power, already 
exifting in the commilffioners by law, 
was to be exercifed under certain 
conditions, which hitherto were not 
law? It had been afferted, that the 
houfe was acting in the prefent 
tranfaétion in its judicial and not in 
its legiflative capacity. But it was 
the office of a judge to declare what 
was law already. He could not add 
a claufe, or a tittle to the provilions 
that were already enacted. 

Mr. Francis took up the fubje& 
in an oppofite view. He denied 
that this was a legal queftion, or 
could be fuch in the popular ac- 
ceptation of the word. On a legal 
queftion it was ufual, perhaps ne- 
ceflary, to have recourfe to lezal opi- 
nions. The court of direétors had 
afted properly in confulting the pro- 
feffional a te upon the prefent 
occafion, With them it was a queftion 
of law; in that houfe it was a quef- 
tion of legiflation. They were to afk 
themifelves as legiflators, what they 
had underftood, when they enact- 
ed fuch a law ? Could any thing be 
more abfurd or prepofterous than for 
them to confult the barrifters in the 
different courts, as to what had been 
their own meaning and intention b 
their owa act and deed ? They cri- 
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minated themfelves, if they admitted, 
that they were capable of making a 
law, which they did not underttand, 
and which they nuit have refort to 
other men to expound. No mem- 
ber of that houfe could vote for the 
prefent bill, unlefs he could affirm, in 
the prefence of the houfe, and in the 
tace of his country, that, when he 
confented to the act of 1784, he 
meant to give precifely the power 
which was now demanded. Mr. 
Pitt was not only bound te this af- 
firmation ; he muft farther declare, 
that he knew this to be the fenfe in 
which the act of 1784 had been af- 
fented to by parliament; fince, in 
all engagements between man and 
man, the party propofing was held, 
not by his ewn referved fenfe of the 
engagement, but by the fenfe in 
which he knew it was received and 
accepted by the other party. Upon 
this principle Mr. Francis was ob- 
liged to give his vote againft the bill, 
He mutt to pals for an infa- 
mous impoftor, if he admitted, that 
the powers, now declared to have 
been given in 1784, had ever been 
in contemplation, had been hinted 
at in the remoteft manner, when that 
law was under difcuffion, 

Mr. Francis undertook to prove, 
that the bill in every fenfe of the 
word was unneceflary. The pre- 
fent eftablifhment was abundantly 
adequate to the defenee of our pof- 
fefons in India. They had been 
obtained and defended by an effect- 
ive European force, at no time ex- 
ceeding, very feldom equal, to one 
third of the permanent eftablifh- 
ment now propofed to be maintain- 
ed. We had a native army of fifty 
thoufand fepoys, infinitely fitter for 
the climate, infinitely more patient 
and capable of fatigue, as well 
difciplined, and as much to be de- 
pended upon, as any regiment that 
ever went out from England. He 
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guoted the authorities of lord Clive, 
general Lawrence, general Carnac, 
geneial Caillaud, fir John Claver- 
m7, and fir Eyre Coote, who all of 
them agrecd in fupport of thefe af- 
fertions. He alluded to a tranfxe- 
tion in the vear 178s, when the 
court of direétors had propofed 2a 
higher eftablifhment, and the board 
of control had at firft rejeéted the 
propofal, deeming the exifting army 
amply fufficient for our defence. 
But for what purpofe had the ne- 
ceflity of the mevafure been alledged? 
It it proved any thing, the argument 
mult ftand thus: it is neceffary to 
day to feid four reviments to India 
at the company’s expence ; ergy, it 
was lawful yefterday. The very 
word neceflity ought to put parlia- 
ment upon their guard. It was not 
only unconnected, but incompatible 
with legality. He, who knew that 
be had the law on his fide, had no- 
thing to anfwer for but the proper 
ufe and application of a legal power, 
Their own argument convitted 
them; it was falithood in diftrefs, 
that took refuge in abfurdity. Sup- 
pofe the meafure to be perfectly 
~— and expedient, what then ? 
f the feafon preffed, let it be done 
without a law : if not, let them pro- 
pofe an enacting bill, and take the 
power they wanted. Bythat courfe 
the end would be fully anfwered, 
without reducing parliament to the 
fhame and difhonour of afferting a 
notorious falfhood in the face of 
mankind. But, it feemed, that ex- 
pedient would not be accepted., The 
minifter for India muft have a law 
with a retrofpeét of four years. His 
cafe, Mr. Francis took it for granted, 
required it. He muft provide him- 
telf with a fhelter for offences com- 
raitted in that — ; he mutt fe- 
cure a fraudulent indemnity~for 
crimes and inifdemeanours yet un- 
difcovered, Let them be brought 
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to light when they might, this de. 
claratory bill would ferve for his pro- 
teétion. Mr. Francis defied Mr. 
Dundas to {tate a rational motive 
except this, fo- his preferring a de. 
clarate an enacting bill u 7 
the prefent occafion. He added, 
iuat he was of opinion, that patron. 
age was not the principal objec in 
the propofed meafure ; the increafe 
of military power was at the bottom 
of it. Looking forward to the ex. 
piration of the company’s charter, 
and the queftions that would arife 
out of that event, it was intended to 
ftraiten and confine the frecdom of 
that great parliamentary delibera. 
tion, to anticipate the queftion, and 
to fetter the legiflature by executive 
meafures, which at a future period 
could not fafely be retraéted. 

Mr. Baring exerted himfelf to 
fhow, that the meaning, now endea. 
voured to be fixed upon the act of 
1784, had very lately b:en conceived 
by its prefent patrons. He produced 
a minute of the court of direétors, 
remarking upon a particular power, 
which, if granted to the board of 
control, they declared would amount 
to an invafion of their rights. In 
confequence of a remonftrance from 
them, the claufe had been left out 
of the aét. He alluded to another 
paper dated in the year 1786, in 
which, as he faid, the board had ex- 
prefsly declared, that they had no 
power to fend out any of the king’s 
troops to India, without the confent 
of the court of dire¢tors. The ar- 
guments of Mr. Baring were fecond- 
ed and inforced with farther in- 
{tances by Mr. Nathaniel Smith, late 
chairman of the Eatt India company. 

The bill was vindicated upon ge- 
neral principles by major Scott, Mr. 
Rolle, Mr. Young, Mr. Hardinge, 
and Mr. Grenville. Mr. Sheridan 
movedaclaufe uponthethird reading, 
to limit the duration of the board of 

contro} 
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control to the period of the prefent 
charter. He obferved, that the Eaft 
India company would then be in 
rolfeflion of a confidcrable private 
efate, over which government could 
- tend to no fuperintendence. The 
Jand of Bombay was their proper- 
tv, by virtue of a erant from the 
crown. Warious lands in the neigh- 
bourhood of Calcutta thev derived 
from fimilar grants of the native 
princes of India. The annual re- 
venue of their Madras eftate was 
computed 2t 90,000]. per anium. 
os: Pitt objected to the claufe. He 
iced, that it would be highly im- 
proper forthe houfe prematurely and 
unneceffarily to enter upon the dif- 
cuffion of a queftion, whi h mutt 
come rei gularly before them when 
the company’s ‘charter expired ; un- 


iefs it flrould be thought advifable, 
which was at prefent extremely un- 
certain, to gr 
ter. 

The bill was carried up to the 


ant them a new chir- 


houfe of lords on the fourteenth of 
March, read a firft time on the fol- 
lowing day, which was Saturday, 
and propofed f for a fecond rx ading on 
the eufuing Monday. This prect- 
pitation was mac te the fubje of a 
petition, offered by certain oe 
tors, and prefente: d tothe houfe b 
the duke of nepry in which ae 
requefted a delay of three days, till 
a general meeting could be held of 
the proprietors of the Eaft Indiacom- 
_ To this fuggeftion it was 

eed by lord Thurlow and ford 
Hawkelbusy , that the thips of the 
Faft India company were now de- 
tained in port at the enormous ex- 
pence of three or four hundred pounds 
we diem. By lord Stormont and 
lord Loughborough it was replied, 
that no expence, however great, 
0! ught to weig h in the confideraticn 

f the prefent queftion. The bill 
dee ided upon a matter of private 
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right, and parliament could not 
juftly refufe to hear the petitioners, 
The houfe divided upon the queftion, 
contents 22, not contents “fs ‘A 
motion af lord Porchefter was re- 
jected by a fimilar majority, for re- 
ferring a queition to the twelve 
judges, re fpe ting the true meaning 
‘and intent of the act of 17 84. 

The duke of Richmond faid, 
that he was peculiarly circumftan- 
ced on the prefent occafion, fince 
he had never been pleafed with 
any of the bills for the govern- 
ment of India, that had yet been 
brought into parliament. He had 
ever been of opir on, that the con- 
cerns of the Faft were trufted in the 
beft hands, when they were veited 
in the company itklf. He had op- 
pofed the bill of 1787, becaufe it 
flagrantly violated the charter of 
the company, and placed an im- 
mente pow: rin the hands of a com- 
miffion, that was not refponfible, fo 
fpr as he could find, either to the 
king or the porliament. He had 
oppoted the act of 1784, becaufe 
gave to the crown an enormous ad- 
dition of power. But he could noe 
admit, that that a& was in any de- 
gree fo violent and defpotical, asthe 
bill which preceded it. The decta- 
ratory meafure now under confider- 
ation muft neceffarily have his com- 
plete approbation. It confitted of 
two diftinct parts; its expofition of 
the act of 1784, and certain enating 
clantes, containing checks and re- 
itraints uponthe extenfive patronage, 
that the yavernment of the Eaft na- 
turally gave. To the former part he 
muft inev itably agree. T hat the a 
of 1-84 gave to the board of control 
comple te ‘authority, had always been 
his opinio: a. For that reafon he had 

oppofed it: but, entertaining that 

opinion, he muft juftify the prefert 

bill, which in his mind was a tus 
de claration of the fact. He conia 
ne 
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not but equally approve of the re- 
ftraints that were propofed upon the 
exercife of patronage. Patronage 
was infeparable from power. But, 
when he faw the induftry, with which 
it was limited, and munifiers were 
tied down from the abufe of it; 
when he faw, that it was not to be 
ufed otherwife than for the good of 
the fervice, he could not view the 

relent meafure with the fame jea- 
se with which he was accuftomed 
toregard propofitions for extending 
the power of the crown. 

Lord Stormont argued at large 
againft the bill, and, among other 
circumftances, remarked, that, at the 
time of the late alarm rcefpecting 
Holland, there were in India four 
Dutch flips of the line and fome 
French frigates, while we had not a 
thip of war in that country ; fo that, 
if an enemy had thought proper, all 
the trade of India might have been 
captured as it came out of the mouth 
of the Ganges. Lord Sandwich 
inforced the remark of lord Stor- 
mont. 


Lord 


Loughborough 
ftrongly againft the prefent being a 
true interpretation of the act of 


argued 


1784. He obferved, that that act 
had been fubmitted, according to the 
prevailing poe. oe the times, to 
the court of directors for their appro- 
bation, before it pafled into a law. 
The bill then contained a claufe, 
impowering the board of control to 
originate difpatches whenever they 
thought proper. The directors took 
alarm at this; and, contidering it as 
a total aflumption of their rights, 
protefted againit it. The claufe 
was accordingly given up, and was 
withdrawn in the committee. He 
remarked upon an argument of lord 
Camden, who had faid, that the con- 
tral of the civil and military govern- 
ment would be nothing, unlefs it 
were accompanied with the dilpofal 
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of the revenues. This was plauf. 
ible do¢trine, and might be well up. 
deritood in France and other defpotic 
countries; but in Great Britain the 
conftitution had ordered it otherwife, 
and the executive power was not fuf. 
fered to direct the public purf, 
Lord Loughborough enlarged upon 
the dittinstion between declaratory 
laws, paiied with a view to afcertain 
advantages to the fubject, and fuch 
2s were made with a view to autho. 
rife their fubjection and reftraing, 
The latter were always odious, and 
were regarded as-the inftruments of 
tyranny ; the former were confidered 
with reverence, with cratitude and 
admiration. Of this deicription was 
the bill of rights; a bill recognifin 
the legal claims of the fubjeét, in 
Oppolition to the extention of prero- 
gative and the icroachments of ar- 
bitrary power. 
Lord Loughborough adverted to 
a fact which had been ftated by lord 
Sydney. It appeared to be intend- 
ed, that three of the regiments only 
fhould be fent out for the prefent, and 
that the fourth fhould remain in 
England to recruit. Could that 
houfe hear without emotion, that it 
was intended to maintain at homein 
this country a regiment, not voted by 
parliament, and not paid from our 
parliamentary revenues, but from 
the revenues of India? Would mi- 
nifters dare to keep up a corps not 
mentioned in the mutiny bill? 
\Vould they dare to billet upon Bri- 
tifh fubjects, foldiers, that were not 
ameniable tomartial law ? If all the 
valuable principles of the conftitu- 
tion were not meant to be deftroyed 
at once, if the maxims of the revolu- 
tion were not antiquated and obfo- 
lete, he advifed minifters to bringin 
a bill of indemnity without delay ; or, 
if they chofe rather to follow their 
own precedent, to pafs another decla- 
ratory bill, explanatory of the fta- 
tutes, 





nEIGN 


therto been regard- 
um of our liberties. 
> of Lanidownappear- 
ph 


*-mme > ? ? 
tome wae Vi 


Loe gduet- 
vas fatished, that the bill 
now uo —¢ difcuthon did not contain 
rhe cenuine fenfe of the act of 1784. 
He reited, as a negative prool, upon 
the records of the company ; he reft- 
ed upon the evidence of Mr. Pulte- 
nev, a lawyer, a man ot property, a 
member of parilament, who was a 
witnefs, as might be feen in his cele- 
brated pi mphlet ot that period, of the 
dafagreement between , the preient 
meafure, and the act it pretended to 
explain. It was impeifiile, that the 
word revenue, according to the opi- 
nion that had been given by Mr, Scot, 
could have deen omitted in the con- 
tefted claufe from a mere overfight. 
The prefent bill was a had one, on 
whatever fide he regarded it, It had 
a bad military principles, the policy 
of having many othcers and few men 
was exploded throughout Europe. 
It was bad, if it were confidered in 
an economical point of view. It was 
unjuft to the company,’s military ot- 
hcers, and the worit confequg nee up- 
on that account was to. be appre- 
hended from it. Lord Lanfdoewn ri- 
diculedthediftribution, that had been 
made by Mr. Pitt, of the dutic§ of the 
board of control. By that diftribu- 
tion, we were firft to be generous, 
providing for the happincis of the 
natives: fecondly, to be political, 
looking to the defence of the terri- 
tories. Juftice, the payment of the 
debts of the.company, came behind 
thefe. commerce, the main concern 
of the body, whofe interefts ‘we 
conducted, was laft of all., Upon the 
whole he could regard the bill in no 
ether light, than a bafe violation of 
the rights and privileges of the Eaft 
India company. 
The marquis entered into a com- 
parifon of Mr. Fex’s bill, and the act 
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of 1784, as it was now explained. 
That houfe did not fuifer the for- 
mer to go into a cammuttee, becaufe 
it was mexpedient in its principle ; 
and yet Myr. Pitt’s act was now 
maintained to, have the fame princi- 
pie. ‘Lhe bill of i783 was bill of 
experiment, was limited to a term of 
four years, and would by this time 
have expired; the act of Mr. Pitt 
was unlimited and perpetual. As 
to the King’s not appointing or re- 
movingthecommilionersat pleafure, 
this could not be. a ferious ebjection 
to Mr.Fox’s bill with thofe, whohad 
complained fo lately and fo loudly of 
the uafluence of the crown. If the 
patronage of India were capable of 
creating a fourth eftate and over- 
turning the conftitution, how much 
more danger was to be apprehended 
from it, when it was vedted in that 
branch of the lJegiflature which had 
fo great power already? Mr. Fox’s 
bili was better than Mr. Pitt’s, be- 
caufe it extended the fuperintend- 
ence, not onlyto the civil and mili- 
tary government and tothe revenues, 
but to the commerce, which was cap- 
able of fo great improvement. 
_ Lord Lanfdown condemned the 
refent meafure, becaufe it haflily 
Taikadlenlensmedaaiiaananias 


in leven preceding acts of parliament 
bad purpofely been left vague and 


indetermined, When he was fecre- 
tary of flate in 1767, thefe fubjects 
had been much difcufled, but were 
deemed too important to be rapidly 
and juddenly decided. Atthat time 
there was no propofal, that did not 
include a compenfation and reward 
to the company, and place it asa 
middle body between this country 
and foreigners, both in a commercial 
and political view. It was a pleafing 
reflection to him, that, at the con- 
clufion of the late peace, he and his 
colleagues, in othce had laid down 
their plan. for the conduct of \aiian 
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affairs It had been defigned to fuf- 
fer the patronage to remain in the 
hands of the company ; but to con- 
trol them fo far, as to divert their at- 
tention, from idle fchemes of conqueft 
and extenfion of territory, to the 
more folid and beneficial purfuits of 
commerce ; and he did rot think it 
too much to affert, that the trade 
might in a few years have been in- 
creafed to ten times its prefent ex- 
tent. Lord Laniown faid, that 
many conjectures had been formed 
refpectin? the caufe of the American 
war; but he was of enough to re- 
member, that ithad teen the policy 
of the crown to keep the colonifts 
out of the hands of parliament, till 
it had become unable to cope with 
the fpirit of liberty that prevailed 
among them. Then was introduced 
the unfortunate idea of a parliamen- 
tary participation, and in the at- 
tempt the legiflature ae its 
nature, acting upon principles mo- 
narchical, not democratic ; execu- 
five, mot originating. Happily 
for the conftitution at leaft we had 
loft America, as parliament could 
not have adminiftered it, and it muft 
have deftroyed all balance in the go- 
vernment. India was precifely in 
the fituation, in which America 
would have been, had the been re- 
duced to tncunditional fubmifion ; 
and ‘the futility of parliamentary 
checks could not be more clearly 
expoied, than in what had paffed in 
the laft feffion but two, when the 
papers had been refufed that related 
to the debts to the nabob of Arcot. 
The bill was farther oppofed by 
ford Rawdon and lord Grantle+, 
and a proteft was entered, figned by 
fixteen peers, all of them in thecon- 
nection in the duke of Portland. In 
this paper among other objections 
it was remarked, that the declarato- 
ry bill was friendly to corrupt in- 
trigue’ and cxbal, hoftile to all good 
5 


government, and particuiarly ab. 
horrent to the principles of our po. 
pulsar conftitution. he patronage 
of the company was enjoved by the 
commiffioners in the worft of ail pof. 
fible forms, and without that refpon- 
fibility which was the natural | Swe 
rity againft malverfation and abnfe, 
They could notimmediately appoint, 
but they had that weight of recom. 
mendation and influence, which muft 
ever attend upon fubftantial power, 
and which in the prefent cafe had 
riot been aticmpted to be denied. 
The debate occafioned by Mr, 


Dundas’s annual exhibition of the: 


revenues of India, which took place 
onthe twenty-third of May, was in 
feveral particulars a repetition of 
what had paffed upon the fubjeét in 
the preceding feffion. He ftated the 
furplus of the revenues of Bengal at 
2,25¢,0001.; the furplus of the re- 
venues of Madras at 38,r0ch.; and 
the deficiency of the revenues of 
Bombay at 300,0001l. He was fa- 
tisied, that this mode of eftimatin 
Was riot too fanguine, becaufe it fel 
fhort of the actual amount of the re- 
venues int 78 2-3,178 3-4and 1784-5, 
being the’ three laft years of which 
the effective amounts had heen 
tranfimitted home. He accounted 
for the favourable fituation of Ma- 
dras by obferving, that a new treaty 
had been made with the nabob of 
Arcot, by which he had agreed to 
increafe his fubfidy. “The debt in 
India had been ftated la‘t ¢ear at 
nine millions ; it ought to be taken 
st amillionmore. THat the debt of 
Bengal appeared larcer, was owing 
to the mode in which it fupplied the 
other prefidencies, by the tranfimiffion 
of paper, fo that the debts of Ma- 
dras and Bombay. were converted in- 
to demands upon Calcutta. Mr. 
Dundas entered into’ah éulogium of 
the method that was adopted, of 
removing the debts ito this'coun- 
trys 
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#7, by which ineans the liquidation 
of arrears and the purchafe of inveft- 
ments were made perfectly compa- 
tible with each other. : 

Mr. Francis, by the mode of cal- 
culation which he employed, made 
the revenucs of Bengal appear to 
fall fhort of the expenditure, in- 
{ead of affording a furplus, For 
this purpofe he took the account, 
exactly as it was ftated by the go- 
vernment of Bengal, in which the 
army arrears were entered in the ac- 
count of difburfements, as if they 
were to be difcharged out of the re- 
seipts of the year. The fame mode of 
account, he obferved, refpecting the 
fame fui had been practifed by the 
prefidency in four preceding yeauss 
Mr. Francis remarked, that, uf. the 
aitairs of India were rapidly advane- 
ing in a profperouscareer, it fhould 
be proved, firft, that they had 
brought their refoureeg to: a leyel 
with their expenditure ; fecondly,that 
the debt was redu ed in proportion 
to the exceeds of revenue ; and laftly, 
that the treafury bills were dimunifh- 
ed, and a quantity of the company’s 
paper taken out of circulation. But 
this was far from being true. The 
écbt of Bengal had been increafed ia 
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the laft year more-than 12,00°h 
and the bills to be difcharged were 
augmented by a fum of so,ocols 
Mr. Baring on the fame fide of the 
queftion aflerted ; that Bengal ab- 
forbed the whole of its annual re- 
venue and fomething more than the 
whole, 

In the following week a petition 
was prefented to the houfe of com+ 
mons by the Eaft India company, 
{tating certain pecuniary embarail- 
ments which they apprehended to 
take place on the fuft of March 
1790, OWing to the arrears of. the 
war, to the government claim of 
gec,cocl,. to the debt incurred in 
China, and to the advanees necef= 
fary to be made for the purpofes of 
the China trade. In compliance 
with their petition Mr. Pitt moved 
on the following day, that thev 
fhould be empowered to borrow a 
fum not exceeding 1,2%00,00c1. He 
at the fame time obferved, that in 
all probability the company in 1708 
would have upwards of 3,000,c00l. 
fterling more than fufficient to dif- 
charge their debts. The meafure 
was carried through both houles 
without oppofition. 
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Committee of Managers to impeach Mr. Haftings. 
Impeachment of Sir Elijah Impey. 


Profe utions for L bel. 


NE of the principal tranfac- 

tions of the feffion of 1788 
was the commencement of the trial 
ot Mr. Haftings. We have already 
feen, that the previous circum- 
{tances were completed in the feffion 
9 1787; and nothing feemed to 


VII. 


Expence of the Trial. 
Charge of Nundcomar rejeMeds 


femain, when p>riiament fhould af- 
femble in the enfuing winter, but to 
enter upon the immediate hearing of 
this great caufe. Mr. Haftings de- 
livered in ‘his anfwer to the articles 
of impeachment at the bar of the 
houfe of lords om the oe 











of November. In the following 
week it was tran{mitted to the houte 
of commons, who immediately pro- 
ceeded to the appointment of a com- 
mittee, who flould prepare a reply 
on the part of that houfe. The 
committee for the moft part confift- 
ed of the fame members, as had o- 
riginally been appointed to prepare 
the articles of impeachment, except 
thatthe names ot colonel] Fitzpatrick, 
Mr. Wilbraham and Mr. Courte- 
nay, were fubitituted in the room 
of thofe of Mr. Frederic Montagu, 
Mr. Welbore Ellis and fir Grey 
Cooper. Upon the name of Mr. 
Francis the houfe divided, ayes 23, 
noes g7- This circumftance was 
highly unacceptable to the original 
members ot the committee, and 
called forth an animated remorse 
ftrance from Mr. Burke. On the 
eleventh of December the ultimate 
quettion was moved, for the appotnt- 
ment of managers to make good the 
articles of impeachment ; and the 
names of the perfons conftituting the 
former committces having been ac- 
cepted, Mr. Fox moved that there 
be added to them the name of Mr. 
Francis. 

He obferved that the houfe of 
commons Were not now acting as the 
judges of Mr. Hattings. ‘They were 
not.even fitting in the character of 
a grand jury, to decide whether or 
not a bill of indiétment was to be 
found againfthim. They were be- 
come his profecutors, and in that 
capacity, would act with the utmott 
inconfittence, if they failed to avail 
themfelves of every circumftance and 
every aflittance that might give et- 
fectto their caufe. Mr, Fox enume- 
rated the different qualities he deem- 
ed neceflary ina perfon, who fhould 
become an accufer in the name of 
the public, and endeavoured to fhow 
that all thefe qualities belonged to 
Mr. , Francis. . In fuch a character 
7 





$3 BRITISH 





AND 


innocence and integrity were jndif, 
penfible ingredients. It was necef 
fary, that he, who preferred an ae. 
culation againit another, fhould him. 
felt be blamelets, and his reputation 
unfufpected. That this was the cafe 
with Mr. Francis was univertally 
known. He had been felected 4 
parliamentary delegate to India 
in the year 1773, in confequence 
of the reputation he bore. He 
had returned, with the a 

bation and confidence of the’ af 
India company ; and the teftimony 
ot his {friends was corroborated and 
confirmed by that of his enemies, 
By a fteady hoitilitv to the malver. 
fations of others, he had provoked 
the moft rigid fcrutiny into his own 
conduct. Had any acts of delin. 
quency been difcoverable in him, 
they mutt long fince have been 
brought before the public. It was 
fit, that aw accufer fhould pofieé 
talents. What the natural abilities 
of Mr. Francis were, it was needlef 
to ftate, in a place where they were 
fo well known. What were his ac- 
quired abilities upon the fubjeé of 
the profecution, muft be equally e- 
vident from the opportunities he 
had enjoyed. It was much to have 
been in India ; it was much to have 
been acquainted with the evafions 
and tergiveriations, under which 
Mr. Haftings had been accuftomed 
to icreen his obliquities. There 
were but few perions from that 
quarter, who would dare to aflume 
the character of an accufer, of 
whofe own conduct would ftand the 
teft of inquiry. Laftly, Mr. Fox 
conceived, that it was not lefs re 
quifite in an accufer, that he thould 
entertain no partiality in favour of 
the accufed, that he fhould not be 
indifferent to the event of the pro- 
fecution, that he fhould be animated 
with an honeft indignation agaiatt 
the crimes and the criminal, whom he 
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otter npted t tobring to juftice. If Mr. 
ncis Were difpofed to cherifh en- 
ity to Mr. Ha itings, it was not a 
, but a pubiie enmity, a dif- 
he not founded in antipathy to 
fon, but in a juft fenfe of the 
crimes he had committed, and the 
rruft he had abufed. Mr. Fox con- 
cluded with an eulogium upon the 
merits of Mr. Francis. If ever India 
{fhould be well governed, it the cor- 
ruptions, that had prevailed in that 
country, thould ever be corrected, 
their difeovery was to be imputed 
to Mr. Francis. He had with tnfi- 
nite application and ability brought 
forward the abutes of the Eaft In- 
dia adminiftration to the notice of 
his country. By means of his local 
and perfonal ktiow ledge he had de- 
veloped the whole myftery of cor- 
ruption. He had inforced it on the 
conviction of the houfe; he had 
perfuaded an unwilling audience, 
tor no man was willing to become 
anaceufer. Would the houfe, now 
thev had adopted the accufation and 
made it their own, prevent it’s au- 
thor trom fupporting it at the bar 
of the houte of lerds, where he only 
could fupport it with effeét ? 

Mr. Windham followed Mr. Fox. 
He faid, that, in all judicial inqui- 
ries, the truth was difcovered 
through the contention and oppofi- 
tion of the parties or their advocates. 
It was perhaps by confounding the 
tunctions of a witnefs and an accu- 
fer, that members were induced to 
entertain fo ill-founded an idea, as 
that — refentment unfitted a 
man for the charaéter of an accufer. 
Even a witnefs was not difqualified 
for partiality ; for in fact every wit- 
nefs was in fome ree partial, 
and, if the judge perceived in him a 
morg than ordinary degree of animo- 
fity, he only heard him with the more 
caution, and queftioned him with 


the greater ftridtnefi. But did Mr. 
i*dé 
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Francis really labour under that im- 
preilion ? He could fee no reafon 
to imagine it, unlefs the neceflary 
confequence of a duel was perpetual 
enmity. Would a private individual 
having a law-{uit with another, and 
that other faftening a quarrel upon 
him, immediately on that account 
relinquifh his caufe, and give up his 
property? Mr. W indham hoped, 

that no one would pretend to argue 
that it would be more incumbent, 

where the perfon was only a truftee 
for another. This was Mr. Francis’s 
cafe ; he had been intrufted by the 
public, he faw the public wronged 
by Mr. Haftings, and he determined 
to do juftice to his mafters, by bring- 
ing the delinquent to an account for 
his malverfation. The delinquent 
quarrelled with him and they fought; 
and for that reafon, merely becaufe a 
private injury w asfuperadded to pub- 
lic offences, the public were to lofe 
the means of bringing to punith- 
ment the perfon, a on Be violated 
the truft they had repofed in him. 

It was confefled by fome members 
not much in the habit of public 
fpeaking, that in their opinion the 
difqualifcation of Mr. Francis turn- 
ed upon the affair of the duel. Ma- 
jor Scot affured the houfe, that he 
had no fhare in prempting the divi- 
fion upon Mr. Francis’s name either 
in the laft or the prefent feilion. He 
did not fear Mr, Francisin any fitu- 
ation : but, the divifion taking place, 
he found himfelf obliged to join with 
thofe who judged him an unfit per- 
fon tu be employed in the prefent 
bufinefs. This opinion he founded 
upon the duel, upon Mr. Francis’s 
coalition with Mr. Haftings, and 
fubfequent unreienting animofity, 
and upon his anonymous pampalets 
written during the ‘cndency ot this 
great queftion. . ©. Pitt faid, that 
the queftion in his opinion, was a 
queftion of felt ing, and not of argu- 
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ment. His conduct had demonftrated 
his fince:ity in the bufinefs of the 
impeachment ; but he did'not think 
the way to prove that fincerity, was, 
to appoint, as the reprefentative of 
the houfe of commons, the only 
member, who had on a former oc- 
eafion been engaged in a perfonal 
contett with the accufed. 

Mr. Burke ridiculed the allega- 
tions of Mr. Pitt. Wasit fitor be- 
coming in the charafer of a legi- 
tlator ona great and important quef- 
tion, to fay that his feelings were 
fo much hurt, that he found him- 
felf compelled to abandon inveftiga- 
tion and argument, that he might 
not violate his delicacy. What was 
delicacy ¢ It was but a term, to 
which no definite idea had been 
found, It was at beft but a fuper- 
added flower to virtue, an orna- 
ment, the abfence or the prefence 
of which was alike indiikcrent tothe 
the fubftance. Delicacy and feel- 
inz might te very proper terms to 
exprefs the fenfations, that were felt 
trom the exertions of an opera fing- 
er, but they were an infult to the 
folemnity and magnitude of parlia- 
mentary deliberation. Mr. Sheri- 
din complimented Mr. Pitt upon his 
management and addrefs. Eminent 
as they were, they had never been 
more confpicuoutly proved, than 
at that moment, when they had de- 
terred him from replying to the ar- 
gumentof Mr. Foxand Mr. Wind- 
ham. A new fyftem of proceeding 
feemed to have taken place in that 
houfe, and every topic that occur- 
red was refolved into two general 
heads. If an enquiry were urged 
into alarming projeéts or unexplain- 
¢d expenditure, it was repelled by 
confidence in the minifter. If a 
queftion were agitated in which he 
had no perfonal intereft, it was re- 
fifted upon the ground of feeling. 
Fhus were the difputes of the houfe 


of commons ingenioufly harmonig. 
ed, and an end was put to ail argy. 
ment and contention. But, though, 
if Mr. Francis fairly ftood forward 
and avowed the information he gave, 
a certain undefcribed and equivocal 
feeling wasoutraged, it feemed how. 
ever, that he might with delicacy 
furnifh materials in the dark, and 
yield to the profecution a concealed 
and fecret affliftance. Mr. Dundas 
{upported the nomination of Mr, 
Fox. 

Mr. Francis had attended the de. 
bate very much againft his inclina. 
tion, but he could not with proprie. 
ty have avoided it. It was incum. 
bent upon him to appear and be 
ready to anfwer toany thing, which 
in the judgment of the houfe might 
have called for explanation. But 
he now found, that the objeétion 
turned upon no imputation againt 
his character, no fulpicton upen his 
a¢tions ; but upon a point of honour, 
He entered into a review of hiscon- 
duét refpecting Mr. Haftings fince 
his return to England feven years 
before. He had been almoft imme- 
diately called upon to give evidence 
before a committee of the houfe ot 
commons. Could he without trea- 
chery to the public have refufed 
every information in his power? 
If not: the fingle queftion was, in 
what farm did it become him to aét? 
In the chara¢ter of evidence only? 
Would that have been a part, to 
which no enmity, no malice could 
have been imputed ? Would it have 
been honourable in him to ftand 
aloof and hide himfelf, while in fad 
he fupplied the information, fur- 
nifhed the materials and prompted 
the profecution ? Was he thought 
to have aéted difhonourably, bes 
caufe he declared himfelf the re- 
fpgnfible accufer of Mr. Haftings; 
becaufe he avowed his principles, 
and hazarded all the es at 
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ef oblequy, retaliation and revenge, 
which a public profecutor mult en- 
counter, but which a feeret, fkulk- 
ing accufer might eafily avoid ? He 
did not mean to fay, that the cir- 
cumftance of his having had a duel 
with Mr. Heftings had never oc- 
curred to him, as an objection, 
which might poflibly have weight 
with others, though to him it ap- 
ared of no confequence. He had 
originally advifed upon the fub- 
fet with fir William Draper ; his 
conduct had been more recently ap- 
proved by general Burgoyne ; men, 
who would be fuppoted to be no 
mean judges in a point of honour. 
Mr. Francis added, that, while he 
lamented the confequence of the 
vote that excluded him from any 
fhare in the impeachment of Mr. 
Haftings, he trufted, that no one 
would think it poflible that he 
meant to folicit the houfe to alter 
their refolution. He owed every 
afliftance in his power to his friend, 
Mr. Burke, in the tafk he had un- 
dertaken; but, exclufively of that 
confideration, what could he defire 
better than to be excluded without 
difyrace from any farther concern in 
this toilfome, invidious and moft 
unthankful oifice ? The houfe di- 
vided, ayes, in favour of Mr. Fran- 
cis, 62, nocs 122. The name of 
Mr. Frederic Montagu was after- 
wards added to the committee. 

A letter was foon after written 
to Mr. Francis by Mr. Burke, and 
figned by all the managers, requeft- 
ing his affiftance and advice in the 
‘bufinefs in which they were engag- 
ed. There was nothing in the or- 
ders of the houle of commons that 
prevented this application, and they 
would fhew little regard to their ho- 
nour, their duty and the effectual 
execution of their truft, if they neg- 
lected the means that were left in 
thei: power. An exaét local know- 
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ledge. cf the affoirs of Pengal was 


requifite in «very ftep of their pro- 
ceedings, and it was neccflary that 
their information fhould con‘e from 
fources, not only compgtent but un- 
fuipected. ‘They had perufed with 
great attention the records of the 
company, and they had found therr, 
on the part of Mr. Francis, wife 
and fteady principles of govern- 
ment, an exact obedience to the au- 
thority placed over him, an iniex- 
ible integrity in himfelf, and a firm 
reflitance to all corrupt practices in 
others, crowned by that uniform, 
benevolent attention to the rights, 
properties and welfare of the na- 
tives, which had been the leading 
object in his appointment. Such a 
conduct, fo tried, acknowledged 
and recorded, demanded their full- 
eft confidence ; and fuch were the 
qualities, that had excited their will 
for his affiftance. They were ail 
unanimous in the fentiments they 
exprefled, and had therefore plea- 
fure and pride in attefting them un- 
der their tignaturcs. 

The reply of the houfe of com- 
mons to Mr. Haftings’s anfwer wa 
delivered at the bar of the houfe ot 
lords on the tenth of December, 
and the tribunal, to which the cau? 
was reterred, fixed upon the thir- 
teenth of February for the opening 
of the trial. The profecution ot 
the bufinefs had now continued 
near three months, when Mr. Bur- 
ges, who had diftinguified himfeli 
by his oppofition to the impeach- 
ment in the outfet, moved, that 
the folicitors to the managers fhould 
lay before the houfe of commons an 
account of the expences, already in- 
curred in the profecution. In the 
converfation which this motion oc- 
cafioned, Mr. Fox thought prope: 
to obferve, that the managers ap 
pointed to conduct the impeach- 
ment, were in no fort refponii at? 

2 








92 BR 


for the particulars of the applica- 
tion of the money ilued under their 
orders. They were re ponfible on- 
ly for the fervices directed to be per- 
formed, and the propriety ot thofe 
fervices. To the lord s of the trea- 
fury it belonved to check, examine 
and control the pills of the folicitors, 
and the fums that were charged un- 


partiular article. Mr. 
' 


der Cit 1 
Pitt declared, that he was extremely 
lad ti if the motion had bee n made, 
ent hed an undoubted 
right toenquire, whether the number 
of perfons employed under the di- 
recuon of the managers was necet- 


a 
- 
> 
‘; 
; 


as 
nce pat a! 


farv, as wel! into the other par- 

ti niars of the expence hk urred. 
. ‘ 

"That exvence was contider ble. but 


no pri e was too creat to obtain the 


ends of juttice. intiuenced by thefe 
feclings, the lords of the tre fury 
had i it hint to the mana- 
vers, In ontiwer to which they hed 
recci ! . that he mutt confeis 
had net viven him any great expudt- 
tion oy. obtaining fatistactors in- 
rouczh the medium of 

{ corre, Dunk nee. Mr. Sheri- 


compla ined, that the language 
of thet anagers Was 1s mifreprefented 
1. Mir. Pitt; and he mentioned. a 
ic tter, which thcy had in the begin- 
ning addrefled to the treafury, de- 
clarirng their readinetfs to fubmit to 
rie advice of admini‘.ation, as to 
the fervices they thought neceflary 
for carry ing on the protec ution. 
The account of the expenditure 
was foon after laid upon the table 
ly w hich it appeared, that the ex- 
pence of erecting the court was 
aczhol, and that the money already 
dvancel to the folicitors for the 
profec ution amounted tO 430° l. 
his account did not fatisfy Mr. 
Burces; and he accordingly foon 
after moved ‘or a more particular 
ftatement, mentioning {pecifically 
to whom and for what purpotes the 


TISH 


AN D 


furns had been advanced. At the 
fame time he acknowledged, tha 
he had no intention of moving any 
refolution of cenfure upon the 
ground of the papers he demanded, 
The motion was fupported by fir 
William Dolben and Mr. Pitt, ang 
oppoted by Mr. Hufley. Mr. Pir 
obterved, that it was the undoubted 
right of every member to call for 
an account of the public expendi. 
ture in all inftances, where neither 
danger nor inconvenience was likely 
to refuli from the enquiry. Mr, 
Fox and Mr. Burke objectcd to the 
motion upon the ground of prece- 
dent. Such a proceeding had jn 
no cafe been adopted during the 
pendency of a great public prof. 
cation § and inftances might ealily 
be imazined, where it would pro- 
ates the moft material injury, asit 
might be ‘neceflary to fpend a part 
of the money advanced in feeret 
fervices. ‘The houfe had appointed 
a committee of managers, and had 
dirceted them to aét as a fecret com- 
imittce ; and now they were abou 
to demand a public difclofure of the 
grounds of their conduct. In the 
prefent inftance they acknowledged, 
that no mifchief could accrue. The 
managers had attended to the cir- 
cumftances that characterifed the 
profecution, and had conceived it 
net <fary to act with more than ufual 
caution, fo as to yive no ground of 
offence or folid objection to thofe, 
who were holtile to their undertak- 
ing. The houfe divided upon the 
motion, ayes 60, noes 19, the ma- 
nagers having thought proper to 
withdraw without voting. 

A fhort time afterwards Mr. 
Burges moved, that the folicitors for 
the profecution fhould from time fo 
time prefent an account of the ex 
penditure. He obferved, that there 
was no precedent for the empioy- 
ment of council in the profccution 

o! 
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of a public impeachment ; and he 
remarked upon fome fmaller varia- 
tions between the firft and fecond 
account that had been laid upon the 
rable. Mr. Pitt had entertained 
fyme doubts refpecting the necethity 
of employing two profeffors of the 
cwil law. Mr. Burke remarked 
upon the fingular fortune of Mr. 
Burges, who had made his firft ef- 
fay in the honfe of commons in.me- 
diately after Mr. Sheridan’s f{pecch 
upon the piincetlesof Oude, and now 
called them to the examination of 
the items ol a foliciter’s bill, when 
that gentleman had been fumming 
up the fame charge in Weftminfter- 
hall. Mr. Burke entered into an 
eloquent eulogium of Mr, Sheridai’s 
oratorical talents, and faid, that fuch 
characters as Mr. Burges were re- 
ferved, to convince us that man 
ought not to be proud, and to check 
and control the inordinate exttacies 
af the mind by fome fudden conco- 
mitant ofdebility and difgrace. The 


motion was repelled by Mr. Hufley, 
Mr. Martin, fir Matthew White 
Ridley and Mr. Dundas, and was 
rejected without a divifion. 

The impeachment ot Mr. Haf- 
tings produced a defign for that of 


Gr Elijah Impey. The fuccefs of 
the former prefecution, fo far as it 
was to be decided in the houfe of com- 
nons, which had been owing folely to 
the vigilance, the induftry and per- 
feverance of Mr. Burke, and to the 
extraordinary abilities of his illuf- 
trious coadjutors, had afforded mat- 
ter of furprife, as well as exultation 
to thole who were perfuaded of his 
guilt. A viétory fo important, had 
a natural tendency to expand the 
mind, and teach it to graip at more 
extentive juftice. Threats of fimilar 
impcachments were now heard, and 
were particularly directed againft 
fir Elijah Impey and Mr. Nathaniel 
Middleton, two perfons, who were 
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regarded as the moft active and no- 
torious accomplices ot Mr. Haftings. 
The former of thefe profecutions 
fell into the hands of fir Gilbert Ei- 
liot, a Scottifh baronet, a young 
man of unblemifhed character, and 
who had been one of the members 
of the feleét committee of the houie 
of commons, whole enquiries, toge- 
ther with thofe of a committee pre- 
fided by Mr. Dundas, had afforded 
the original mateyials, both of the 
criminal ditcuflions and the political 
regulations, which have fince taken 
place upon the fubject of Indio. 

An important era in the hiftory 
of our poffetions in that pait of the 
globe is to be dated from the year 
1773, When lord North, then in the 
meridian of his power, introduced 
his regulations, for placing the cial 
government of Bengal in a govern- 
or-general and council, and the ju- 
dicial adminiftration in a fupreme 
court of judicature. Uncerthe firft 
of thefe regulations, fir John Cla- 
vering, colonel Monfon and Mr. 
Francis were appointed by parlia- 
ment to be counfellors in Bengal; 
and the obftinate conteft they main- 
tained with governor Haftings and 
Mr. Barwel, the other two coun- 
fellors, from the moment of their 
arrival in India, is a fubject not on- 
ly confiderable in the affairs of that 
country, but of no me2n importance 
in the hiftory of the human mind. 
Sir Elijah Impey was at the fame 
appointed chict juitice of the supreme 
court of judicature, and thetfe four 

srfons arrived together in India 
in the month of Odtober 1774. In 
eee asthe reputation of Mr. 
Haftings became ambiguous at home 
through the reprefentasions of his 
parliamentary coadjutors, that of fir 
Elijah Impey was in an egualora 
greater degree the fubject of criti- 
cif, obloquy and cenfure. He had 
one firm and unalterable friend in 
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the Brit'fh parliament, the late lord 
Athburton, whofe attachment did 
no |ttle honour to the Indian chief 
witie. But this circunitance was 
not fuficicnt to defend him trom 
repeated and» formidable attacks. 
His condust in the trial and exe- 
cution of Nundcomir, and his pro- 
ceedings in certain great cafes, 
tomimonlv called the Patna caufe, 
aud the Coflijura caufe, became to- 
pics of animadverfion to the Eaft 
India company, and of condemna- 
tion to the feleét committee. He 
was recalled from India by a vote 
of the houfe of commons, in confe- 
guence of his accepting a civil em- 
ployment inthe native court of juf- 
tice, commonly called the Sudder De- 
wanee Adaulct, to beheld during the 
pleafure of the governor-general and 
council; and his conduct had more 
recently become a topic of public 
animadverfion, for his concern in 
collecting ex parte affidavits, to prove 
the exiftence of a rebellion in Oude, 
and to juitify Mr. Haftings’s con- 
duct in confileating the appanages of 
the princcflts of that country. ‘Such 
were the topics of the fix charges no-« 
tifted to the houfe of commons by 
fir Gilbert Elliot in the preceding 
feflion, and laid upon their table 
tipon the twelfth of December 17876 

The charge refpecting Nundco- 
mar only was brought to a decition 
in the courte of the feffion, the 
hiftery of which we write. Nund- 
comar and Mahommed Reza Khan, 
the former a Hindoo, the latter a 
Mahownetan, appear to have been 
the mof active of the natives in af- 
fiiliog and advifing the tranfa¢tions 
of the Britith government. They 
wererivals tor power, and had alter- 
nately heqa triumphant. Mahom- 
med Keza Khan was at this time 
the confident of Mr. Haftings, and 
Nundcomar attached himfelf to the 
party of fir John Clavering, colonel 
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Monfonand Mr. Francis. His [ere 
fonal rank was elevated, as he was 
the head of the caft or tribe of the 
bramins, who, whether religioufly 
or politically confidered, are the firk 
a of menamon g the native Hin. 
doos. He accor dingly bore the ti. 
t!- of raja or prince, and his appel- 
lati on was the maha raja. Thig 
perfon exhibited in the year 1796 
charges of pecul: ition and corrupt 
practices avainft Mr. Haltings; and 
thefe accufations were received by 
the imajority of the council, who 
were adverfe to the _ gover nor-ge- 
neral, and an inquiry  inftituted 
into their reality. Mr. Hattings, 
either regarding the tranf:“iom as 
the fruit of a party fpivit, and there- 
fore not likely to be fairly examine 
ed, or, as bh faid, thinking it be. 
neath his dignity to enter into a 
perfone ‘defence, refufed to confront 
his accufer, rerestedly diflolved the 
council-general by his fingle autho- 
rity, and employed every means 
in his power to fuperfede the accy 
fation, 

It was during the pendency of 
this caufe, that Nundcomar found 
himfelf attacked on various fides. “A 
profecution was commenced againft 
him in the fupreme court of yudi- 
cature for a confpiracy with certain 
membeis of the council; a civil fuif 
was depending againft him in the 
Dewanee Adaulet, or native court 
of juftice, for a forgery, faid to have 
been committed by him tn the year 
1770; and lafily, an indictment was 
found againft him in the fupreme 
court of judicature for the fame for- 
gery, upon an aét of the fecond year 
of king George the Second, by which 
the punifhment of that crime had 
been changed in England from that 
of a fim; le felony to death. 

The trial of this indi€tment, which 
was held before fir Elijah Impey, 
was attended with feveral memor- 

able 
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7 circumftances. Sir Robs rt 


Chambers, the fecond judge of the 


court, moved toover-rule the indict- 
ent, from the confiderat: of the 
Aol the fecond year of king George 
the Second not waa ent extended to 
America, the Wet Indies, or even 
to Scotland ; and being formed on- 
- tor the . eculiar fituation of sn 

| nglifh nation, as pofl fing a deg 
of trade and commercial cre: lit, al. 
togethe: una aralleled in the annals of 
the wi rid. He recommended there- 
fore, that Nundcomar fhould rather 
be in iicted upon the laws refpecting ig 
forgery that had exifted in Engi: and, 
hefore the crime had been dec lared a 
capital offence. It was however 
found, that an Indian had been tried 
in the mayor’s cout at Calcutta for 
forgery as a capital offence in the 
vear 1765, and his punifhment hid 
heen remitted by the court of direct- 
ors. Sir Elijah farther obferved, 
that India was a commercial coun- 
try as well as England, and had been 
ma high degree civilifed and culti- 
vated trom a remote period. The 
witnefles, who appeared upon thetri- 
al, feem on both fides of the quef- 
tion to have exhibited little re- 
gard to truth and confiftency. Co- 
malodene, the principal witnefs for 
the profecution, had frequently been 
detected by fir Elijah Impey in pre- 
varication and perjury; and had 
himtelf declared, that he did not de- 
fre to be believed, unlefs he were 
put upon his gath. There was an- 
other witnefs, who appeared in fa- 
vour ot Nundcomar, whofe evidence 
would have been fufhicient to acquit 
him, if the prifoner bimfelf had not 
called him back aftér his examina- 
tion was ended, and afked him fome 
farther queftions, the anfwers to 
which tended tothrow fufpicion upon 
the w hole of his evidence. The 
countel for Nundcomar pleaded in 
har of ademeut. that the paper, upon 
hh he was indicted, was neither 
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a bond nor a promiflory note ; and 
did not fall under the defcription ot 
the act of the fecond year of king 
George the Second, not having the 
form required, and being only fign- 
ed with a mohr or ftone, in which 
the name of the perfon figning was 
was cut, and which was imprefled 
upon the poper with ink. Sir Elijah 
Impey anfwered, that it was unne- 
ceflary to determine whether it were 
a bond or a promiflory note; he 
was of opinion that it was the one 
or the other. 

The prifoner being condemned, 
various applications were made for 
a refpite. Nundcomar’s counfel 
drew up a petition and offered it to 
the foreman of the jury to fign, but 
for this he was feverely reprimanded 
by fir Elijah Impey. A petition was 
ottered from the fuba, or native fo- 
vereign of Bengal, and another from 
certain inhabitants of Calcutta. On 
the other hand an addrefs was pre- 
fented, figned by two hundred and 
four perfons, in the name of the 
Hindoo inhabitants, who amounted 
to feveral hundred thoufands, de- 
manding the immediate execution 
of the prifoner. 

Nundcoinar behaved in this pain- 
ful fituation with great decorum and 
dignity. The principles of his re- 
ligion rendered certain ablutions in- 
difpentibly obligatory, and his cong 
finement in the common jail of Cal- 
cutta prevented him from perform- 
ing them. In confequence of this 
diitrefs, he abftained from al! food 
for fixty or eighty hours, till the 
court became apprehenfive that he 
would put a period to his exiftence, 
and indulged him in the fcruple he 
entertained. The fheriff put into 
writing an account of his behaviour 
preceding his execution. Having 

aid him a vifit the evening before, 
pant ara addreiied him with fo 
much eafe and feeming unconcern, 
that he doubted whather he were 
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fenfible of his approaching fate. His 
compofure was wonderful; not a 
fizh efcaped him, nor the fmalleft 
alteration of voice or countenance ; 
thou hthe flheriff underftood, that 
not many hours before he had taken 
a folemn leave of part of his family. 
He emploved the evening in writing 
notes and viving ctrections about his 
body. In the morn’ng the fherif 
found him furronnded with people, 
who were taking their laft leave ot 
him with howlings and lamentations 
that were indeferibable. He walk- 
ed upon the teaffold more ereét than 
was his ordinaiy cuftom, being now 
feventy years of age, and in this fi- 
tuation the fheriff examined his 
countenance es {tedfaftly ashe could, 
till the cloth covered it, to fee if he 
could difcever the fmallcft fvmp- 
tom of fear or alarm; but there 
was not atrace of them. Nundco- 
mar was executed on the fifth of Au- 
guft 1776. 

Such was the fubjet of the firft 
charge exhibited by fir Gilbert El- 
liot. Sir Eliiah Impey was admit- 
ted to enter upon his defence on the 
fourth of February. He began with 
complaining of the maf of odium, 
abut: and defamation, under which 
he laboured. He obferved, that it 
had been faid, that the firft lawyer of 
the age, earl Mansfield, had declared 
the execution of Nundcomar a legal 
murder. Sir Elijah had written up- 
on the fubjeét to lord Mansfield, who 
altogether denied that he had ufed 
the.expreffion, or had given any 
opinion upon the fubject. The 
name of fir William Biackftone had 
alfo been ufed to defame him. He 
produced ‘a letter of that judge, 
written to recommend a voung man 
to his proteétion in India ia the year 
1779, in which he exprefied a ftrong 
general approbation of his proceed- 
ings. The name of lord Afhburton 
had equally been ufed againft him 
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without that nobleman’s authority. 
and fir Elijah produced a congratp. 
latory letter which lord Afhburtog 
had addretled to him. He added two 
other authorities in his juftification, 
that of Mr. Alexander Filiot, brother 
fir Gilbert, who died in his voyage 
from India2, and that of Mr. Fran 9 
Mr. Elliot had failed with the trig 
of Nundcomar in his roffeffion, and 
probably with a view of refcuing the 
reputation of the chief juftice and the 
governor general from the imputs. 
tions that might be made againf 
them in England: ard he addreffed 
a very triendly letter upon the fub. 
ject to fir Elijah from the mouth of 
the Ganges. Mr. Francis had moved 
in the fupreme council, that a pa. 
per, addretied by Nundcomar to fir 
John Clavering previoufly to his 
execution, fhould be burnt as a libel, 
to clear the character of the judges ; 
that all the copies and tranflations 
of it fhould be deftroyed, and that 
no trace of it fhould be fuffered to 
remain in the records of the compa- 
ny. Sir Elijah had in his poffeffion 
a tranflation of this paper, which 
w7s tirft correéted, and then commu- 
nicated to him by Mr. Haftings. 
Having ftated thefe circumftances, 
he examined the particulars of the 
charge. He obferved, that Nund- 
comar was nottried upon an ex 
faéto law, the authority for extend- 
ing it to India being Coated upon 
on act of the twenty-fixth year of 
king George the Seconc. With 
refpect to his being the public ac- 
cule of Mr. Haftings, that circum- 
ftance did not come within the cog- 
nifance of the fupreme court, and 
could not therefore be admitted to 
influence their proceedings. It was 
aflerted in eth wei that Nundco- 
mar was brought by force to Cal- 
cutta,and was therefore not aménable 
to the laws of that fettlement, but 
the faét was otherwife. Sir Elijah 
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read feveral extra¢ts from the trial, 
to prove that he had acted impar- 
tially, and as counfel forthe prifon- 
er: and particularly that he had ad- 
vited him not to cail back the wit- 
nets, whofe examination had princi- 
pally contributed to his fate. He 
(aid that the decifion of the bench 
had becn unanimous, and asa proof 
of this cireumftance, obferved, that 
he, as chief juftice, had pronounced 
the judeent ; whereas it was the 
practice, When the opinion was not 
unanimous, fora puiine judge to de- 
liver the fentence. Was it proba- 
ble, that four men of untainted 
characters fhould all at once become 
fo depraved as to join incommitting 
res At all events they were 
all equally guilty with himfelf, and 
ought to have been included in the 
impeachment. It was another ar- 
gument in his juftification, that he 
had been fuffered to remain chief 
juftice in India from 1775 to 1781, 
and that the other judges to that 
hour remained diftributing juftice 
with their hands polluted with blood. 
Sir Elijah denied that the execution 
of Nundcomnar had done any pre- 
judice to his family, his fon now 
holding an high office ; or that it 
had materially flocked the opinions 
of the Hindoo inhabitants. He 
quotedacafe in the year 1766, when 
a bramin had been executed under 
tentence of the mayor’s court at Cal- 
cutta. He animadverted upon the 
general ftructure of the charges ex- 
hibited againft him. Was it fup- 
poted, that by accumulating accu- 
fations charging him with the tranf- 
actions of others, that he would be 
induced to fly his country ? Was it 
inppofed, that he would not come 
forward to refute them ? Could it 
aufwer the ends of public juftice to 
bring forward fuch a mafs of mifre- 
prefentation and falfhood ? He had 
much at ftake ; and, though it were 
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his duty and his wifh to preferve 
his fortune for the provifion of his 
children, of whom he had ten, he 
would facrifice that fortune to the 
pretervation of his character. No 
child of his fhould have caufe to be 
athamed to own him as his father. 

Having finifhed his defence upon 
the traniaction of Nundcomar, fir 
Elijah obferved, that his mind had 
been fo much deranged by the maz- 
nitude of thatcharge, and his health 
fo far affeéted, that he found it 
almoft impoflible to exert himfelf in 
reply to the other accufations, till 
the queftion of Nundcomar was des 
cided. That being the charge of 
the deepeft dve, he had fixed his at- 
tention upon it, and exerted himfeli 
to give it the fulleft anfwer. He 
could not bear to live under the im- 
putatian of murder ; but, if he were 
acquitted of that, he fhould confide: 
all the othercharges as frivolous and 
unimportant. 

Sir Elijah was indulged in:his re- 
—= of deferring the reft of his de- 
ence. What he had delivered was 
the bufinefs of two days, and had 
done him the moft material fervice. 
Previoutly to his vindication, he had 
laboured under a general odium, and 
a great majority of perfons, without 
having entered into the particulars 
of the cafe, felt a fort of vague and 
undecided prefumption that he was 
guilty. His defence obtained a ve- 
ry favourable hearing, and a majo- 
rity of the law members of parlia- 
ment in particular, conceiving that 
he had futh iently juftified himfelf, 
determined not to be lukewarm in 
obtaining for him his acyguittal. In 
the mean time feveral circumftances 
occurred, that gave occafion to con- 
teft and difpute. Mr. Pitt moved, 
that fir Elijah fhould be afked whe- 
ther he were willing to deliver the 
minutes of what he had faid at the 
table. Sir Elijah replied, that he 
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hadi ok trextemoore,and that what 
Re had faid was very ditterent trem 
tre hints be had previoully thrown 
together, Mir. Burke and Mr..Fox 
remarked upon this circumfttance, as 
mrvidious and extraordinary, and a- 
mounting, though not to a proof, 
vet to a prepoil- ition of guilt. Mr. 
Prancis inoyed, that iir Ehtah thould 
be required to debiver in the tranfl:- 
txt of the petition of Nundenmar. 
This was ftroug iy oppefel vy Mr. 
Pict, fir Lloyd Kenyon, Mr. Har- 
dure, Mr. Arden, Mr. Scot and 
Mr. Mecdonald, who contended, 
that he could not be required to de- 
iver in the origimat paper, oreven a 
copy of it, unlefs-with his own cons 
fent.. The lawvers liowever. ac- 
knowledged, that, if he refufed the 
latter, the paper and its coutents 
ought tobe conidered as having ne+ 
ver exitied. Bir. Burke and Mr. 
Fox prejied for the origingl Mr. 
Pitt movedan an) ndment confarm- 
abie to the ideas he had fuggeited, 
and tn that forin the motion: was 
carmed wpon a divifion, and 2 copy 
produced. 
Mr. Erancis entere’) mto a 'parti- 





eular vindication ot his conduct in 


this tranfaction. He, m: the firtt 
place, produced the minutes of the 
fupreme council, in order to prove, 
that fir fohn Claverine, colonel 
Monfon and himfeif had alwavs re- 
garded the trial and execution of 
Nund-omar in the fime light, in 
which it was ftated inthe articles ot 
impeachment. In one ot . mi- 
nutes it was obferved, that they had 
re fon to believe, that a raw ution 
tor contpiracy was intended to be 
inftituted againft Nundcomar, the 
tendenev of which was to deter him 
from proceeding to make good - 
accufations ae aintt Mr. H: attings 

and a few months later it was as 
thar alter the death of Nundcomar 
the governor, they belleved, was 
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well adured, that no man, who re’ 
garded his fafety, would venture to 
fan forth as his accufer, Mr, 
Francis mentioned a report that had 
been induftriou(ly propagated, and 
was notwed by tir Elijah Impey, 
that fir John C lan erin, commander 
mi chief, intended to refcue Nund. 
comar by force. General Claver-. 
ing excul; yated bunfeli from this im. 
putation upon cath, and declared, 
that he would make no application 
whoitever in favour of the pt ifoner, 
In the mean time, the petition in 
queftion. was delivered to him, and 
he thé@ught proper to fupprefy. it 
during the lite of Nundeomar ; but 
atte; swards 1 afialy and inconfider ately 
gave it im to the fupreme council, 
Colonel Monfon and Mr. Francis 
had both of them been alarmed at 
this midiferetion, and, as the bef 
meafure they could devite, adupted 
the proceeding {tated Sy fir Elijah 
Impey in his defence. They had 
not fcrupled to call the petition a 
libel, becaute it contained aflertions, 
which, whether true or falfe, were 
whoily unfupported. The author 
was dead, and general Clavering had 
made. hirnfelf the publither of the 
libel. it was therefore dithcult to 
fay, to what length judges, who had 
already dipped their hands in blood, 
to anfwer a political purpofe, might 
proceed upon the fame principle. 
Mr. Francis remarked upon the 
manner, in which fir Elijah Lmpey 
had obtained the paper. It was 
given him by Mr. Haftings; though 
he were reftrained from to doing by 
his oath of fecrecy, and though he 
had readily. agreed to the propofal 
of deftroying all veftige of the tranf- 
action. Sir Elijah Impey however 
had never regarded the bufinets in 
the fame light, in which he had en- 
deavoured to place it in his defence. 
He had addretfed a voluminous juf- 
t fica ion to tie fecretary of pers in 
3 al ic hy 
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ch. fo far from alledging that 
:ajority of the fupreme coun- 
| regarde d the condemnation of 
sundeomar as iuft, or fo much as 
‘ding to this tranf. ction, he bit- 
mplained of the univerfal 
nour al the mmutes, whenever the 
pwr rt of the judges made om of 
ir nfultations. Mr. Francis 
concluded, with obferving on the 
extraordinary manner tn w which Mr. 
Haftings and fir Elijah Impey had 
proceet ed in defe nding the “mfelves 
from charges, ftated in cxprefs terms 
{pecinic form. The very fir 
rt! rey had thought it neceffary 
was to mark him as their 
They deemed it eflential 
to their fatety, to fingle him out as 
a proper perion to attack, se cibiinl 
yiate, to difcredit, to difqui: ulify, and 
ro remove. He knew not how other 
P rfons might feel, but he owned 
imfelf proud o. the diftinction. He 
was not the pe -rfonal enemy of either 
of thefe men; but, as long as his 
memory fhould exift, he hoped it 
would be known in oppofition to 
theirs, and that his name, conduét, 
and chara¢ter would be confidered as 
in eternal hoftility with the names, 
conduét, charaéter and hearts of 
Mr. Haftings and fir Elijah Impey. 
The interefting queftion refpect- 
ine the death of Nundcomar was 
now haftening faft to a decifion. 
Witneffes weré examined at the bar 
of the houfe of commons on various 
days, from the eleventh of February 
to the fixteenth of April. The prin- 
cipal of thefe was Mr. Farrer, who 
had been employed as counfel for 
Nundcomar upon his trial, and was 
now a member of the houfe of com- 
mons. He appears to have delivered 
in his harrative with great impar- 
tality and candour. One other cir- 
tumftance h: ippened during this in- 
terval, that give rife to much ani- 
uadverfion, though it did not occa- 
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fion any parliamentary debate. It 
was found, that, of the . riginal de- 
potit in the archives of the Eaft In- 
dia company, the covers only re- 
mained ; th e leaves having been 
taken away or deftroved. This 
feems to have been a fubject of re- 
crimination on both fides, By me 
friends of the profecution It was im: 
gined, that the paper s were remov dl 
for the fake ot the fupprefion of 
evidence ; by the friends of the pro- 
feeuted it was alledged, that they 
had been taken away by the other 
party, who, in theis cayernefs to fe- 
cure ty themfelves materials, had 
cut out the leaves. 

Sir Gilbert Elliot entered upon 
his fummary of the charge re{pect- 
ing Nundcomar on the twenty- 

rth of April; and the elaborate 
fpeech he had prepared upon the 
fubjeét continued for two fubfequent 
days, conluding on the ninth of 
May. He began with remarking 
upon the declaration of fir Elijah 
Impey, that he had done no more 
than the other judges, and that, if 
he were guilty, they fell under the 
fune accufation. He adduced feve- 
ral political and moral authorities to 
prove, that where a crime had been 
committed by feveral, it was proper 
to felect the ringle ader. He then 
entered into an ingenious argument 
to prove, that an Englith magiftrate 
in india enjoyed no criminal jurif- 


diétion. He was bal sayy ry sage 


with the great oracles of the law of 
nations, that conqueft would have 
been a fufficient ground, upon which 
for an abfolute monare h to have ex- 
tended an authority of this fort over 
the conquered country; and he un- 
dertook to fhew, from the charters 
and ceffions of the native princes, 
that our territories in India did not 
fall under that defcription. He af: 
ferted, that it was contrary to our 
free conftitution, for the king of 


Eng- 
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England to exercife fovereign power 
over any of the dependencies of the 
empire, without the confent of par- 
liament ; and he endeavourcd to 
prove, from a deduction of all the 
charters and grants of the Britiih 
crown refpecting India, that crimi- 
nal jurifdi¢tion had never been pre- 
tended to be given. The fpirit of 
the act of parliament eftablithing the 
fupremecourt of judicature, wasana- 
logous to thefe grants. He acknow- 
ledged, that the charter un“er which 
tir Elijah Impey went out, appeared 
to proceed upon a different prine- 
ple; but he endeavoured to thew, 
that this charter was probably drawn, 
at leaft in part, by fir Elijah him- 
felf'$ and that, at all events, the 
charter being founded upon an act 
of parliament, could give to the 
judges no greater’ powers than were 
vielded by the 2a. 

Proceeding to the individual quef- 
tion before the houfe, he obferved, 
that the indiétment|was alfo proba- 
bly drawn up by ffr Elijah Impey. 
One of the witnefles proved, that he 
had feen it in the hand-writing of Mr. 
juftice le Maitre, one of the puifne 
yudges; and it was drawn up with 
remarkable fkil! and acutenefs. Sir 
Elijah had kept one of the witnefles 
on the part of the defendant feven 
hours under examination, under pre- 
tence that the counfel for the prefe- 
cution had proved incompetent to 
the office. Sir Gilbert remarked 
with feverity upon the refufal of the 
chief juftice to determine, whether 
the paper in queftion was a bond or 
a promiffory note, declaring it was 
the one or the other. This was 
a falfe and pernicious principle 
of judgment, on which no ledal de- 
cifion could be formed. Had fir 
Eliiah been afked, Is this inftrument 
a bond ? he muft have anfwered, I 
do not know. Is it a promifory 
note? his anfwer muft have been 
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the fame. His language was alto. 
gether unworthy of a court of juf. 
tice. of a trial for the life and death 
of the accufed. After the trial fir 
Elijah had refufed a petition of a 
peal, and refufed to refpite the per. 
fon convicted. The reipite he ought 
net to have refufed, firtt, becaufe fir 
Robart Chambers had objected to 
the Ixgaiity of the indiftment. Siz 
Elijah had cndeavoured to prove, 
that his colleague had retracted his 
objettion. Sir Robert Chambers was 
aman ot uprightintentions, but ofa 
mild and flexible charaéter. He had 
figned the calendar, containing the 
naines and fentences of the prifaners, 
which probably he ought not to 
have done. He had been prevailed 
upon to fign a letter to the court of 
direétors, in which among other 
things it was ftated, that the opinions 
of the judges in the fupreme court 
of judicature had always been un- 
animous. It was however certain 
that he had not retraéted his opinion, 
It was in evidence upon the mi- 
nutes, that he had ftated upon the 
motion for arreft of judgment, that 
he ftill retained his objection. 
He was proved, ia another caufe 
in the prefence of fir Elijah Impey, 
and with reference to the trial of 
Nundcomar, to have again main- 
tained that opinion. It might be 
added, that fir William Jones, in his 
charge to the grand jury of Calecut- 
tain the year 178<, had recommend- 
ed always to indiét for a forgery a 
a mifdemeaaour only, A _ fecond 
reafon, why a refpite ought to have 
been granted, was, the manifeft in- 
juftice of inforcing a law, founded 
upen the local cuftoms of one country 
againtt the natives of another. Our 
laws had never been promulgated 
to thofe natives ; they did not un- 
derfiand the language, in which they 
were written, and in which the 
trials were conducted, To atoms 
ene 
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she Enclifh law acainft forgery, the 


operation of which did not extend 

-ofs the Tweed, was not lets ab- 
Gord than if we were to trv the 
Great Mogul and ail his minifters 
upon the datute of king George the 
Se ond againft bigamy. A third 
veafon for a reipite, was Nunico- 
mars rank as a bramin, a rank con- 
Gdered as facred in India, where it 
was regarded as impious to take a- 
wav the life of a bramin. A refpite 
oucht to have been granted, becaufe 
Nundcomar wasconvicted, by means 
of difcrediting the teftimony of a 
witnefs. whofe charaéter was fair, 
and believing the teftimony of an- 
other, who had avowed that he ne- 
ver told truth, when his intereft or 
his paflions induced him to neglect 
it. Laftly, the prifoner ought to 
have been refpited, becaufe he was 
in the act of fupporting an accufa- 
tion againft the governor-general ; 
becaufe it was highly improper to 
diftourage the natives from feeking 
the redrefS of injuries ; and becaute 
the fupreme court had exprefsly been 
appointed to defend them from the 
&trong and eppreflive hand of the 
B:itifli fettiers. 

Sir Gilbert Elliot proceeded to 
defvend to femme farther particulars. 
He quoted a letter from Mr. Jo- 
feph Fowke to Dr. Samuel John- 
fon, in which Nundcomar was re- 
prefented as a perfon of the ttrong- 
eft mental powers the writer * had 
“ever known amongit the natives 
*‘ of India. He was tall and majettic, 
“‘ robuft yet graceful, his eye pierc- 
‘ing, and hfs penetration fo keen, 
“that it was impoflible to conceal 
“from him any thing he withed to 
“know. He was obeyed and ho- 
“noured by his countrymen, after 
“he was {tripped of power, and had 
“no means of commanding refpect, 
“but by his perfonal qualities.’ 
ou Gilbert Eljiot itated, that the 
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nativis had attended the execution 
in multitudes, agitated with grief, 
fear and fufpence. With a kind a} 
fuperftitious incredulity they coulda 
not believe, that it was really in- 
tended to put the raja to death; 
and, when they faw it actually per- 
tormed, they uttered an univerfal 
lamentation, and, with the mot 
piercing cries of horror and difmay, 
betook themfelves to flight; run 
ning many of them as far as the 
Ganges, and plunging into the tide, 
either to hide themtelves from the 
tyranny they had witnefled, or te 
wath away the pollution cqatracted 
from fo odious a fpectacle. Sin 
Gilbert Elliot quoted the complaint 
of the chief inti e, that raja Gour- 
das, the fon of Nundcomar, had, 
as he underttood, been forbidden 
to vilit him by fome members of the 
council, Sir Elijah was not con- 
tented with the trembling fubmif- 
fion of all the native inhabitants 
of Calcutta. Their homage alone 
at the feet of the tyrant they dread 
ed, was not fufficient for him. le 
was not a banquet rich enough to 
provoke a grofs and fated appetite. 
He wifhed to receive the unwilling 
fubmitlion of the fon of the man he 
had murdered. He withed to drink 
the warm flowing tears of the ta 
mily he had made wretched; he 
detived, that the lips of the fon 
fhould kifs from his hands the {till 
recent blood of the father. Sik 
Gilbert could not believe, but that 
a maa, guilty of fuch nefariou 
wickednefs, who had thus ftained 
the fpotlefs ermine of juttice, and 
violated the facred forms of law, 
the better to fcreen iniquity in aa 
exalted ftation, muft be perpetually 
haunted by the ghoft of lis unhap- 
py victim. He concluded, that, 
notwithftanding the period of more 
than fourteen years that had elapt- 
ed, she blood of the murdered raja 

Was 
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wason all theirheads! The crv, the 
clamour of blood was ftill ringing 
in their cars and burfting their walls 
for vengeance! To their juftice 
therefore he committed the culprit ; 
i 

let them deal with him as he de- 
fer Ge 

Mi. Fox inforced the argument 
of fir Gilbert Elliot. He fpol 
with great feverity ot the declora- 
tion ot fir elijah linpe to the jury, 
that the queftion for their confider- 
ation was, whether the prifoner wa 
guilty of forgery, or his acculers 
guilty of a crime worfe tha; mur- 
der. What was likely to be the 
efiect of fuch an infinuation? It 
would neeeffavily operate on th 
natural milanefs of the human 
mind, and taciine the jurv of courte 
to prefer the moft lenient option. 
He tieatcd with contempt the ob- 
fervation of the chief juttice, that, 
if he were guilt ty all the judges 
were involved in his guilt. On the 
coutrary tir Robert Ch: ambers, who 
was the only man of confiderable 
reputation among them, had dii- 
fented from the proceedings; and 
Mr. iuftice fe Maitre appe ored from 
manifold inftances, to be the moft 
ignorant and arrogant pretend 
that ever difgraced a bench of juf- 
tice. Sir Elitah Impey wes well 
acquainted with the perjuries and 
prevar ications of C om lodene, the 

wincipal witnefs for the proiecution. 

fe had not however taken the 
finalleft notice of this circumttance 
to the jury ; and thus, by a wilful 
and guilty concealment, had been 
the inftrument of forming their ul- 
timate verdict. Mr. Fox obferved, 
that a refpite in the cafe under con- 
fideration had not been a matter of 
diferetion, and he appealed to the 
law members of the houfe, whether 
it were not conftantly and univer- 
{liv granted, whenever a difference 
ef opinion had arifen among the 
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judges in the courfe of the trial, 


He concluded, that, if he were tg 
pronounce upon his honor ur, he 
would fav that fir Klijah Impey had 
been cuilty of a deliberate murder; 
it he were to m pote upon his oath 
as ajurvman, he thould pronounce 
him guilty. se lamented, that the 
powers ot the houfe were fo con. 
tracted, fince imprifonment for life 
and the tortetture of half his for. 
tune was, in his mind, no adequate 
compentation tor she crime ch \arged 
adalah fir Elyah Impey. It was 
well known, rs it he was not aman 
of fanguinarv feelings; but he 
would not be forry in this cafe, if 
murder were to meet with the pu 
niflument that murder deferved, 
Colonel Fullarton obferved upon 
the ditterent operation of forgery 
in Eneland and in India. The 
fienature ot deeds were not made 
in the latter country in wi iting, but 
with an inftrument for that purpofe; 
and, if a deed were forged, the lof 
did not fall upon the p.rfon who 
received the forgery in payiment, 
but upon the perfon againtt whom 
it was cominitted. If it were the 
determination of fir Elijah Impey 
to try the natives of India upon 
the ftatute of kine George the See 
cond, it became his deny, in the 
firtt plece, to have procured a com- 
plete revifal of the manner cf au- 
thenticating deeds. He took notice 
of the obfervation of the chief juf- 
tice that the circumftance of the 
law being in fome refpect ex poft 
facto and retrofpective with regard 
to Nundcomar, was no fuilicient in 
ducement to recommend him to met- 
cy, fince neither Nundcomar, nor his 
council, had urged that cis cumftance 
in hisdefence. It wasthe dutv of the 
chitf juttice, not to have fuffered 
the pri ner to be injured by his ig- 
norance or om iihons, but to have 
urged thofe points in his behalf. 
St 
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Gir Eliah Impey h ad faid in his 
rhea tna his chief reliance was 
an emen of the law, and 
Mir. Scot had tpoken of the eiprit 
Colonel Fullarton was 
its operation im the 
pretent cafe. Being undoubtedly 
novel as a principle of Emglith law, 
it would be ufhered into the world 
with a becoming grate. Its tirit 
difslav would be made in repre fhng 
nv thing might tend to | ring 
fcandal or reproac h upon the corps, 
and in endeavouring to fupport that 
hich character found reafoning 
and wobiaffed truth, that certaialy 
ought not to be entirely foreign to 
the {pirit of a COPS, which was in- 
rrufted with the lives and properties 
of men. 

BP egg Fullarton animadverted 
vith great feverity upon the lan- 
guage of fir Elijah Impey in f{; ye 
ing, that, if he were acquitted of 
the murder of Nundcomar, he dhouhl 
re regard the other charges as frivolous 
ind ui impr utant. It there were 
any credit due to the minnutes and 
proceedings ot the fupreme govern- 
ment, the decifions of ftr Elijah Im- 
pey had alienated the minds of 
of Europeans, Maffulmans, and 
Hindoos, had excited the execra- 
tions of twelve millions of native 
fubjefts, {pread terror and ditmay 
through all the provinces of Bengai, 
and involved the fettlement in fuch 
anarchy and confternation, as ap- 
peared more dreadful, to ule the 
words of the natives, than war, 
pettilence or famine. Colonel Ful- 
iarton quoted initances of rapes, tu- 
mults, homicides and facrilege, all 
of which were to be afcribed to the 
baletul influence of fir Elijah Im- 
pey. The laws ot Draco, he faid, 
were written in blood, but they 
Were written in the blood of men, 
acquainted with thofe laws, and 
with the language in which they 
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were written. The laws of Eng- 
land, mild and liberal as they had 
ever been efteemed, yet, when ap- 
plied to India, and expounded by 
fir Fiyah Impey, had net only 
proved tanguinery, like thofe of 
Draco, but had teen written in the 
blood of men, equally ignorant of 
thofe laws, and of the ianguayve in 
which they were expreffed. 

Mr. Macdonald and Mr. Arden 
undertock the vindication of tir 
slijah Impey, anc delivered fenti- 
mg nearly fimilar to ea 

ir. Macdonald declared upon bis 
See that had he 
the jury, 


h other. 


been cue ol 
he theuld not have heti- 
tated to pronounce Nundcomar 
guiltv. Both he and Mr. Arden 
admitted, that, in the ituation ot 
fir Elijah Impev, they would have 
thought it proper to refpite the pn- 
foner ; but they cid net conceive, 
that, differing from the chief juice 
in this refpect, they were at all ; 
liberty on that account to vote ies 
impeachment. Sir Richard Sutton 
entered upon the vindication of the 
accufed with the zeal of perfonal 
triendfip. fle ftated in reply to 
Mr. Francis, that it was dire) . 
provided in the charter, that nei- 
ther the governor-general ner any 
of the council fhould be arrefted o1 
imprifoited except for treston or fe- 
lony, and oblerved, that it was 
very unlikely, that Mr. Fronets 
fhould have been unac quainted with 
this article, Sir Richard farthes 
acculed hun of direct falfood, ia 
having ftated, that certain pundiis, 
or Indi in priefts, who were fent to 
Nundcomar, received falaries froma 
the Enghth government in 77>, 
when he himfelf had had a thare in 
frit giving them falaries in 1777. 
Mr. Francis complained, that the 
intention evidently was, to fhitt 
the fubjeét, and divert the atten- 
tion of the houle, uf poflible, from 
the 
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the great caufe and criminal before 
them, to a paltry cavilling with 
him. It was true the puncaits had not 
been put upon the regular eftablifh- 
ment till 179°, but there was every 
reafon to belicve that they received 
falaries before thot period. 

Mr. Pitt cenfured the language 
of colonel Fullarton. Becaufe a 
judge declared he could not bear the 
jmputation of murder, which mut 
natur ily be a charge o: a heavy 
and intolerable nature to a mind 
poffeffed of any feling, and had 
faid, that, compared with fu a 
charge, he fhould confider every 
ether as light and trivial, did that 
warrant any one to enter into a fe- 
ries of general inveétive and violent 
declamation ? With regard to the 
charge of confpiracy between fir 
Elijsh Impey and Mr. Haftings, 
however at firft it had been attempt- 
ed to be fupported, he found, that 
fir Gilbert Elliot had ultinnitely 
abandoned = it. Fle admired the 
ingenuity of fir Gilbert’s realoning 
to prove, that the king had no 
power to confer criminal jurifdi@tion 
bevond the limits of England. But, 
if this were true, would it prove 
any thing with refpect to the pre- 
fent queftion ? Becaute fir Blijah 
Impey had miftaken a point of le- 
gitlation, incommon with the whole 
{eries of lawyers, with all the rudges 
in India, with the earl of Northing- 
ton and ear! Manstield, who had all 
of them decided the fine wav, was 
that a reafon why »e fhould be im- 

ached 2? Every man, who knew 
anv thing of India, was fully fenti- 
ble, that it was a commeretal coun- 
try, and that much depended upon 
fupporting a paper credit there. ft 
was evident therefore, that the act 
of the fecond year ot king George 
the Second was as applic ible to Indta, 
as it was to England. Mr. Pitt 
thought fir Elijah lmpey altogether 
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guiltlefs in the matter of the refpite 
By thecharter ander which he 4a. 
ed, ir the chief yuftice fulpended 
the execution of a c>pital fentence, 
he was to tranfmit to the king his 
reafons for granting the refpite, and 
they were to be ftated at length ia 
writing. What reafons could fir 
Elijvh Impey have ftated, fince the 
prifoner had been convicted after 4 
long and impartial trial, and no 
fact or circunsftance had appeared 
te throw a doubt upon the proceed. 
ing ? Mr. Pitt concluded, that ig 
no view could any corrupt motive 
be brought home to the perfon ag. 
cufed ; and that he never voted from 


—~a more decided convittion of mind, 


thanthat, with which he fhould give 
his negative to the prefent queftion, 
The houfe divided upon the charge 
refpecting Nundcomar, ayes ¢;, 
NOCS 73. 

The fecond charge refpeéted the 
Patna caufe, and wes to have been 
opened in the houte of commons by 
Mr. Anftruther. Sut a civcum. 
ftance occurred, that was fuppofed 
to make it in fome degree improper, 
that parliament fhould proceed any 
farther in the bufinefs at prefent. 
The decifion in the Patna caufe had 
originally occafioned much difiatif 
faction ; the parties condemned to 
perpetual imprifonmert had bees 
liberated by an exprefs act of par- 
liament ; and the Eaft India com- 
pany had given bond in thirty thov- 
{and pounds, in cafe the fentenc 
was not allirmed by the privy-coum 
cil in the courfe of five years. But 
notice, it feemed, was now given td 
the folicitor of the company, thst 
the canfe was fet down for an early 
hearing. Would it therefore be 
proper for the houfe of commons, 
to take it out of the hands in which 
the law had placed it, or pronounct 
an opinion upon the queftion, while 
it ftood for examination in a differ 

eat 
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Mrs Burke and Mr. 
\odruther treated this tranfaction 
a “ee ~ ~eee 

collufion between fir Elijah 


ent court fg 


as a 


Impey and the Eaft lndia company. 


had foricited thirty thoufand 
'; for the purpofe of deieating 
minal charge againft the very 
seri my whom ‘they had originally 
Hed upon the houfe of commons 
to profecute and punifh; and now, 
after having fuffered the queftion to 
deep for nine years, it was revived 
at the very moment when ‘it had 
otherwife been about to be fubmit- 
red to the reprefentatives of the peo- 
of England. The charge a- 
oft the Eaft India company was 
elled by Mr. Nathaniel Smith 
aad Mr. Grenville. At length the 
farther confideration of the impeach- 
nent was, on the twenty-feventh of 
lay, adjourned “over the end of 
the feflion. 

There was a circumftance, that 
ercew out of the impeachment of 
fir Elijah Impey, a profecution for 
iibel in the name of the houfe of 
, which is always entitled 
to confiderable attention in fuch a 
country as England. We boatt of 

ir free conftitution and we boalt 
of it with juitice, We pride our- 
felves upon the tyftem of our crimi- 
nal jurifprudence ; and in this alfo 
there is much excellence. .The 
itructure of an Englifh jury, the 
publicity of the form of trial, ana 
a great part of what is called the 
law of evidence, are founded in the 
moft folid reafon and the wifeft deli- 
beration. But it is alfo true, that 
inany parts of our code of y's aie 
dence are in a high degree abfurd, 
barbarous and difgraceful. The 
laws of imprifonment for debt, the 
multiplicity of capital crimes, the 
confequent univerfal uncertainty of 
punifhment, and the law of libel 
as delivered by the judges, are fo 
odious, that nothing could recon- 
cile us to theiy confideration for a 
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moment, but the faftinating pow- 
er of prejudice andcuftom. At the 
very inttant of which we are treat 
ing, a branch of one of the noblett 
families in the kingdom had been 
condemned to five years imprifon- 
ment, for a libel upon the queen of 
France; and, to render this fen- 
tence the more completely revolting, 
the intellectual fituation of the cul 
prit was fuch, as to make it doubt- 
tul, whether the form of the moft a- 
trocious crime could in an equitable 
couftruction render him amenable 
to criminal law. 

The defence of fir Elijah Impey 
re{pecting the charge of Nundcomar, 
was delivered on two feveral days ; 
and, previoufly to his entering on 
his fecond day’s vindication, he 
thought proper to complain at the 
bar of the houfe of commons of 
certain attacks, that had been made 
upon his characler, in two new{papers 
and a political pamphlet. Upon 
the fubmiffions of the bookfeller fir 
Elijah thought proper to withdraw 
his information againit the pamphlet. 
Mr.Grenville undertook to inforce 
the complaint that had been made. 
He was forry that fir Elijah Lmpey 
had thought proper to advance it ; 
but, being made, it was impoilible 
for the houfe to pafs it over unno- 
ticed, Mr. Grenville diftinguifhed 
three forts of Jibels,-that might fall 
under the animadverfion of that 
houfe of parliament. , Libels were 
continually publifhed againft indivie 
dual members of the houle, and he 
conceived, that it was, in general 
moft expedient to pafs them over 
with indifference. He entertained 
great doubts whether the fame ar- 
guments would apply to the houfe 
collectively. It was of importance, 
that the people fhould be induced to 
look up to their reprefentatives with 
refpect and confidence ; and it might 
on that account be extremely un- 
wile, ¢vex to fuffer an attempt to di- 

G minifh 









TOL 


the great caufe and criminal before 
them, to a paltry cavilling with 
him. It was true the pundits had not 
been put upon tbe regular eftablifh- 
ment till 1777, but there was every 
reafon to belicve that they received 
falaries before that period. 

Mr. Pitt cenfured the language 
of colonel Fullarton. Becaute a 
judge declared he could not bear the 
jmputation of murder, which mut 
naturally be a charge of a heavy 
and intolerable nature to a mind 
poffeffed of any fecling, and had 
faid, that, compared with fuch a 
charge, he fhould confider every 
other as light and trivial, did that 
warrant any one to enter into a fe- 
ries of general invedtive and violent 
declamation ? With regard to the 
charge of confpiracy between fir 
Elijah Impey and Mr. Haftings, 
however at firft it had been attempt- 
ed to be fupported, he found, that 
fir Gilbert Elliot had ultinmitely 
abandoned it. Fle admired the 
ingenuity of fir Gilbert’s reafoning 
to prove, that the king had no 
yower to confer criminal jurifdidtion 
beyond the limits of England. But, 
if this were true, would it prove 
any thing with refpect to the pre- 
fent queftion ? Becaute fir Elijah 
Impey had miftaken a pomt of le- 
giflation, in common with the whole 
{eries of lawyers, with all the judges 
in India, with the ear! of Northing- 
ton and ear! Manstield, who had all 
of them decided the fanie way, was 
that a reafon why ve fhould be im- 

‘ached ? Every man, who knew 
any thing of India, was fully fenti- 
ble, that it was a commercial coun- 
try, and that much depended upon 
fupporting a paper credit there. [t 
was evident therefore, that the act 
of the fecond year ot king George 
the Second was as applic ible to Indta, 
as it was to England. Mr. Pitt 
thought fir Llijah Linpey altogether 
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uiltlefs in the matter of the refpi 
By the charter ander which he an 
ed, if the chief jultice fafpends 
the execution of a Cc pital fentenes 
he was to tranfmit to the hing hi 
reafons for granting the refpite and 
they were to be ftated at length ig 
writing. What reafons could % 
Elijsh Impey have ftated, fince th 
prifoner had been convicted afters 
long and impartial trial, and » 
fact or circumftance had appeared 
to throw a doubt upon the proceed. 
ing ? Mr. Pitt concluded, that jy 
no view could any corrupt motiy 
be brought home to the perfon ». 
cufed ; and that he never voted frog 
a more decided conviction of mind 
thanthat, with which he fhould give 
his negative to the prefent queftion 
The houfe divided upon the charge 
refpecting Nundcomar, ayes ¢:, 
NOES 73. 
The fecond charge refpected th 
Patna caufe, and was to have bee 
opened in the houte of commons by 
Mr. Anftruther. But a circum 
ftance occurred, that was fuppolei 
to make it in fome degree imprope, 
that parliament fhould proceed am 
farther in the bufinefs at prefer. 
The decifion in the Patna caufe hal 
originally occafioned much difiaté 
faction ; the parties condemned t 
perpetual impvrifonmert had bees 
liberated by an exprefs act of pw 
lament ; and the Eaft India com 
pany had given bond in thirty thor 
{and pounds, in cafe the fenten 
was not allirmed by the privy-cout 
cil in the courfe of five years. Be 
notice, it feemed, was now given W 
the folicitor of the company, tht 
the canfe was fet down for an eath 
hearing. Would it therefore & 
proper for the houfe of common 
to take it out of the hands ia whe 
the law had placed it, or pronoum 
an opinion upon the queftion, whit 


it ftood for examination in a dif 
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ent court ? Mr Burke and Mr. 
Anftruther treated this tranfaction 
as a collufion between fir Elijah 
Impey and the Katt India company. 
Thev had forieited thirty thoufand 
pounds for the purpofe of defeating 
a cruninal charge againft the very 
rfon, whom they had originally 
called upon the houfe of commons 
to profecute and punith ; and now, 
after having fuffered the queition to 
fleep for nine years, it was revived 
at the very moment when it had 
otherwife been about to be fubmit- 
ted to the reprefentatives of the peo- 
ple of England. The charge a- 

ainft the Eaft India company was 
repelled by Mr. Nathaniel Smith 
and Mr. Grenville. At icngth the 
farther confideration of the impeach- 
inent was, on the twenty-feventh of 
May, adjourned over the end of 
the feflion. 

There was a circumftance, that 
erew out of the impeachment of 
ir Elijah Impey, a profecution for 
libel in the name of the houfe of 
commons, which is always entitled 
to confiderable attention in iuch a 
country as England. We boatt of 
our free conftitution and we boalt 
of it with juitice, We pride our- 
felves upon the fyftem of our crimi- 
nal juriiprudence ; and in this alfo 
there is much excellence. .The 
liructure of an Englifh jury, the 
publicity of the form of trial, and 
a great part of what. is called the 
law of evidence, are founded in the 
moft folid reafon and the wifeft deli- 
beration, But it is alfo true, that 
inany parts of our code of jurifpru- 
dence are in a high degree abfurd, 
barbarous and difgraceful. The 
laws of imprifonment for debt, the 
multiplicity of capital crimes, the 
confequent univerfal uncertainty of 
punifhment, and the law of libel 
as delivered by the judges, are fo 
odious, that nothing could recon- 
cile us to theiy confideration for a 
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moment, but the faftinating pow- 
er of prejudice andcuftom. At the 
very initant of which we are treat- 
ing, a branch of one of the noblett 
families in the kingdom had been 
condemned to five years imprifon- 
ment, fora libel upon the queen of 
France; and, to render this fen- 
tence the more completely revolting, 
the intelleétual fituation of the cul- 
wit was fuch, as to make it doubt- 
tul, whether the form of the moft a- 
trocious crime could in an equitable 
couftruction render him. amenable 
to criminal law. 

The defence of fir Elijah Impey 
re{pecting the charge of Nundcomar, 
was delivered on two feveral days ; 
and, previoufly to his entering on 
his fecond day’s vindication, he 
thought proper to complain at the 
bar of the houfe of commons of 
certain attacks, that had been made 
upon his characler, in two new{papers 
and a political pamphlet. Upon 
the fubmiffions of the bookfeller fir 
Elijah thought proper to withdraw 
his information againtt the pamphlet. 
Mr. Grenville undertook to inforce 
the complaint that had been made. 
He was forry that fir Elijah Impey 
had thought proper to advance it ; 
but, being made, it was impoflible 
for the houfe to pafs it over unno- 
ticed. Mr. Grenville diftinguifhed 
three forts of libels, that might fall 
under the animadverfion of that 
houfe of parliament. . Libels were 
continually publifhed againft indivie 
dual members of the houie, and he 
conceived, that it was,in general 
‘moft expedient to pafs them over 
with indifference. He entertained 
great doubts whether the fame ar- 
guments would apply to the houfe 
collectively. It was of importance, 
that the people fhould be induced to 
look up to their reprefentatives with 
re{pect and confidence ; and it might 
on that account be extremely un- 
wife, ever to fuffer an attempt to di- 
G minifh 
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minith thefe feelings to efcape them. 
But there was a third fpecies of libel 
jn which the hoafe could not con- 
Gftently aflume to itfelf any difcre- 
tion ; and fuch was the libel now 
‘under confideration ; wheg a perfon, 
anfwering at their bar to charges of 
high crimes and mifdemeanours, 
found it neceflary to claim the pro- 
tection of the houfe againft the at- 
tacks of libellous writers during the 
progrefs of hisdefence. Mr. Gren- 
ville proceeded to confider the mode, 
in which it might be proper to pro- 
ceed againft the perfons, who had 
calumniated fir Ehjah Impey. No 
perfon, who had at ail con idered the 
fubjeét, could be ignorant, that the 
houfe had an inherent conftitutional 
right of punifhing thofe, who vio- 
lated its privileges, or treated its au- 
thority with contempt. But he con- 
ceived, that it was not advifable to 
have recourfe to this right, but in 
extraordinary cafes, when the courts 
of juftice were partial and corrupt, 
and the improper: éKercife of the 
prerogative was to be dreaded. Mr. 
Grenville therefore propofed to 
proceed in the ordinary mode, and 
moved an addrefs, to requett the fo- 
vercign to’ order the attorney ge- 
neral to profecute the authors, prin- 
ters and publifliers of the papers, 
againit which the complaint had 
been made. 

Mr. Fox exprefled an agreeable 
furprife, to hear an argument in fa- 
“vour of the authority and privi- 
leges of the houfe, from the quar- 
ter, from which it had proceeded. 
He was glad to find, that thofe, who 
got into pwver by finifter means, 
and obtained their fituations in di- 
rect contempt of the houfe of com- 
mons, thought it neceflary, after 
they had bien fome time feated, to 
kick down the ladder by which they 
rofe. He perceived however in the 
ipeech of Mr. Grenville fymptoms 
‘ef the falfe principles of the prefent 


H AND 
adminiftration. It Was 3 CULIONS fp. 
confiftency, to argue upon the cop, 
ftitutional powers of the hont 
affert its rights and maintain itso 
vileves, andthen, inacafe of priviley 
merely, to abandon thofe power 
and have recourfe to the executiy 
branch of the conftitution, y, 
Fox doubted, whether a breach ¢ 
the privileges of that houfe, coyy 
be made an artic e of charge in an 
information or indictment. Hegh 
ferved, that, if they once comm’. 
ted the profecution to the inferig 
courts, they would have no farthe 
command over it, and no power tp 
exercife their lenity, however } 
might be intheirinclination. Spd 
an improper mode of profecutin, 
Jed farther than members poflibl 
imagined, and might ultimately cay. 
ry the privileges of the houfe ¢ 
commons to be decided upon in th 
houfe of lords. He contrafted th 
eagernefs of perfons to profecute a 
the prefent initance, with their re. 
miffnefS and inattention, when'il¥ 
after Itbel had been publifhied againt 
the reports of their Eaft India 
committees. The arguments, con. 
tained in the paragraphs complain. 
ed of, he approved, but ackuor: 
ledged, that they were accompanied 
with improper phrafes and indecer 
comments, that ought not to & 
countenanced. The affertion ws 
unqueftionably true, that the ke 
members of the houfe had attended 
the proceedings againft fir Elijah In. 
pey with great affiduity. He di 
not mean to reprefent their prefer 
attendance as in any refpect culpabl, 
but he would affert, that their un 
verfal defertion of their duty int 
cafe of Mr. Haftings, formed at 
markable contraft with their belt 
viour on this occafion.’ Probabl 
the annals of Great Britain coul 
not furnifh another inftance of # 
important public profecution, tht 
Was carried on without the yet 
na 
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nance and concurrence of the great 
law officers of the crown ; and he 
was forry to obferve in them a dif- 

fition to «aterfere, only when that 
interference was likely to check, ra- 
rherthan aflitt,thofe, wo had the pub- 
jjc juitice of their country at heart. 

Mr. Pitt fupported the arguments 
of Mr. Grenville. No man would 
oo farther to vindicate the privileges 
of the houfe than himfelf, but he 
had always thought, that, where a 
remedy could be obtained by com- 
mon law, and in the ordinary courfe 
of proceeding, it was not prudent to 
re(ort to extraordinary means. He 
confetled, he did not know of any 
pewer with which the houfe of com- 
mons was inveited, to compel the at- 
tendance of perfons accufed, if they 
thought proper to refufe it; and he 
reminded them, that cafes had occur- 
red, in which they had adopted the 
very mode now fo much infifted up- 
on,and had found themfelves not a lit- 
tle perplexed and embaraffed.Mr. Pitt 
vindicated the profeflional lawyers, 
and faid, that it was very natural, 
that they fhould be particularly vi- 
gilant and attentive, when the fub- 
ject under difcuffion was an enquiry 
into the conduct of a perfon, who 
was accufed of having mifconducted 
himfelf in an office of high judicial 
eminence. He adverted to fome re- 
marks, that had been delivered upon 
the fubject by Mr. Burke, and faid 
it was rather hard, that he fhould 
detain the houfe by incorporating 
hibels into his {peech, which, accord- 
ing to his own account, they might 
have read at their breakfaft; for- 
getting, that by that means, unne- 
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ceflarily and without entertainment, 
he kept members from their dinners. 
The houfe divided upon the métion 
for an hddrefs, ayes 1:09, noes 37. 

Mr. Fox feems to have thought 
himfelf obliged to move a profecu- 
tion for libel, by way of reprifal 
on the minifterial party ; and ac- 
cordingly in the following week in- 
troduced to the notice of the houfe 
a pamphlet, intitled, A Review of 
the Principal Charges againft Mr. 
Haftings, in which the conduct of 
the houfe of commons, in voting 
the different articles of impeach- 
ment, was treated with particular fe- 
verity*. Mr. Fox obferved, that 
the libel he offered to their confider- 
ation contained a grofs attack upon 
that houfe, upon the houfe of lords, 
and upon the fovereign, and there- 
fore he fhould move to addrefs the 
king to protecute by the attorney- 
general, though ina former inftance, 
where that houfe alone had been 
concerned, he had thought this mode 
of proceeding highly improper. He 
accordingly moved, after the pam- 
phlet had laid one day upon the ta- 
ble of the houfe of commons for their 
examination, that it confained paf- 
{ages highly difrefpeétful to the king 
and to that houfe, and indecently 
reflecting upon the motives that had 
induced them to prefer an impeach- 
ment againft Mr. Haftings. Mr. 
Pitt moved, that the words difre- 
{pectful to the king flould be omit- 
ted ; and this amendment occafioned 
a curios grammatical difquifition 
between Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridanand 
the minifter. It was carried in fa 
vour of the latter. 


§o7 


* This pamphlet was the produ@tion of Mr. John Logan, late one of the minifters 


of Leth near Edinburgh. 
fructor of the ave in which he lived” 


Mr. Logan was formed to he 
His writings are diftinguifhed by the fagacity 


the ornament and in- 


of their reafoninys, the brilliancy of their imagination, and the depth of their phile- 
fophical principles. ‘Though cut off by difvafe ip the flower of hir age, he left behind 
han leveral refpedtable productions, and particularly Elements of Lectures upon the 
Philofophy of Ancicst Hiftory, which, though impertect and unfinifhed, will afford 
ai the cifcerning fuflicient reafon to regret, that his talents did not remain to be matur- 
eooy age, and expanded by the fofleting breath of public applaule. 
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Refolution on the Slave Trades A& to regulate the T ran/portation of 
Speech from the Throne. Prorogation of Parliament, 


T was long a kind of problem in 
philofophy, whether or not the 
human fpecies collectively, like the 
intelleétua! powers of the individual, 
were in a ftate of gradual progrefs ; 
or whether, according to an opinion 
of no mean antiquity, there be no- 
thing new under the fun, and the 
virtues and vices of different ages 
and nations be fo nicely balanced, 
that no one of them deferves to be 
preferred to another. ‘This pro- 
blem is haftening faft to a decilion. 
Liberty, humanity and fcience are 
daily extending, and bid fair to ren- 
der defpotifm, cruelty and ignorance 
fubjects of hiftorical memory, not 
of actual obfervation. <A confider- 
able proof of this was exhibited in 
the Enolith parliament during its 
prefent fefion. It is natural for us 
to feel right upon a fubject, where 
we have no intereft to decide wrong; 
but mercantile habits in particular 
have an extreme tendency to harden 
the heart, and to indifpofe the un- 
derftanding, againit arguments cal- 
culated to prove, that profit and 
reétitude in any particular inftance 
do not coincide. It was therefore 
fearcely to have been hoped, that 
England, the moft commersial coun- 
try in the world, fhould have been 
the firft to fufpect the injuftice and 
profligacy of the flave trade; a trade 
which, though complicated with 
every conceivable circumftance of 
injury, though unparalleled in the 
annals of ancient ftory, has been to- 
lerated, cherifhed and countenanced 
by the principal nations of Europe 
for feveral centuries, 
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Slane, 


The firft public notice, that wy 
taken of the Lahjeét, was an inforny, 
tion communicated by Mr. Wilber. 
force, foon after the meeting of par. 
liament, of his intention to bring 
forward a meafure refpecting th 
flave trade. Mr. Fox at the fam 
time obferved, that he had forme 
an intention of introducing the fyb, 
ject tothe confideration of parlia- 
ment. In confequence of this no. 
tice, a great number of petition 
were prefented in the beginning o 
the year 1788, from the univertitig 
of Cambridge, Glafgow and Aber. 
deen, from the fociety of quaker 
from the counties of Huntingdon, 
Leicefter, Stafford, Northampton, 
Hertford, Middlefex and Cam 
bridge, from the cities of Briftol and 
Norwich, from the town of Bim. 
ingham, and from various other 
cities and towns, demanding the abo. 
lition of the flave trade. There 
queit of thefe petitions was built upon 
a very obvious principle. ‘They did 
not defire violently to interfere with 
the ftate of our Weft Indian iflands; 
they did not with the iminediate 
emancipation of the flaves ; but they 
conceived, that no wife and falutary 
meaiure could be adopted, fhort o 
the entire and inftant abolition a 
our commerce to Africa for this pur 
pote. The petitioners were probably 
fufficiently averfe to flavery, as 2 
condition of human beings; but 
they contented themfelves with the 
hope, that the putting a ftop to the 
importation of flaves, would melie 
rate the fituation of the perfons %& 
tually placed in that ftate ; and tht 
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the gradual improvement of agri- 

culture in the Adiantic iflands, would 

be jufficient, univerfally to diffufe 

the ble flings oi liberty, without oc- 

eafioning violent conculfions in any 
art of the world. 

But, notwithftanding thefe fa- 
vourable appearances, there were 
fome circumftances, that caufed the 

rotraction of this interefling bufi- 
nefs. The principal of thefe was 
the precarious health of the perfon, 
who had undertaken to lead in the 
tranfaction. This circumftance was 
unfortunate, becaufe, though fobrie- 
ty and deliberation be favourable to 
truth, yet, in numerous focieties of 
men, fomething more than the con- 
viction of truth is ordinarily necef- 
fary to the effecting any confider- 
able innovation. There muft be, in 
order to infure fuccefs, an ardour, 
a zeal, an enthufiafm, that accompa- 
ny the perception of truth with the 
love of it, and that may lead men 
to defpife, in comparifon of the ob- 
ject they are purfuing, obftacles and 
inconveniences, that to a perfectly 
difpaflionate mind might appear 
confiderable. It is probable how- 
ever, that the difadvantages we have 
mentioned will not, in the prefent 
inftance, be materially injurious to 
the caufe of humanity. It has a 
pledge in the diffufion of fcience, 
ia the general illumination of the 
human underftanding, and, with re- 
{pect to ourfelves in particular, in 
the fincerity of the minifter and o- 
ther leading ftatefmen of Grert Bri- 
tain, that, it would feem. we might 
depend upon with perfect fecurity. 

Mr. Wilbgstorce continuing jin- 
Paper Z 
cilpoted, Mr. Pitt came forward on 
the ninth of May, in the name of 
fis fr lend, to propofe a refolution to 
phe honfe of commons, founded up- 
on the petitions that had been pre- 
tented, to declare, that they would 
Sarly in the next feflion proceed to 
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take into confideration the ftate of 
the flave trade, and the meafures it 
might be proper to os with re- 
{pect to it. Mr. Pitt obferved, that 
the number of petitions before them 
appeared to render the refolution he 
had moved indifpenfibly neceflary. 
He mentioned two opinions, as hav- 
ing prevailed with the people at 
large upon the fubject. It had been 
almoft generally conceived by the 
petitioners, that the trade in negro 
flaves ought to be entirely abolithed; 
others however had regarded it, 
as only ftanding in need of fome 
new reyulations. He faid, the houfe 
was not as yet ripe for the diicuf- 
fion of the queftion ; and the enqui- 
ry, which had been inftituted in the 
privy council into all the particu- 
lars, with which the flave trade 
was connected, would, when it was 
fo far completed as to be fit to be 
laid before parliament, enable them 
to proceed to a decilion, equally dic- 
tated by humanity, juftice and po- 
licy. He hoped, that Mr. Wilber- 
furce would be fufficiently recovered, 
againit the commencement of the 
enfuing feflion, to take the conduét 
of the bufinefs into his owa hands, 
and he believed it would be gener=,, 
ly agreed, that a meafure 0% philan- 
thropy and national *,ereft could 
not be more adv? tageoutly placed. 
But, if it “atortunately happened, 
that his friend thould be incapable 
of ine talk, Mr. Pitt held himfelt 
pledged to bring forward fome pro- 
pofition upon the fubyeét. At the 
fame time the houfe would obferve, 
that he had ftudioufly avoided giv- 
ing any opinion of his own; and 
he conceived it better to keep the 
fubject entirely undecided, till the 
time fhould come for them to give 

an ultimate opinion refpeéting it. 
Mr. Fox alluded to the intention 
he had formed of bringing forward 
the fubject himfelf, and declared, 
that 
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that he was refoiced, that the bufi- 
nefs had fallen into the hands of a 

rfon, inwhich, he fincerely believed, 
it would be difcharged more benefi- 
cially and fuccefsfully for the public. 
He alluded to what Mr. Pitt had 
faid, refpecting the committee of pii- 
vy council to enquire into the flave 
trade. There was no information, 
that could be ebtained through fuch 
a medium, that might not more ad- 
vantageoufly have been obtained by 
an enquiry, dire ‘tly inttituted in that 
houfe.. It was their duty to advife 
the king, and not afk his advice. 
He did not however mean to im- 
pute blame to adminiftration, who 
had aéted with no ill intention; but 
he conceived, that it was defirable 
never to fuffer the principles of the 
conftitution to be overlooked. The 
houfe of commons had an additional 
reafon to regret the abfence of Mr. 
Wilberforce ; fince, had he been 
prefent upon the ocesfion, he would 
doubtlefs have ftated the view he 
entertained of the fubjeét, and de- 
fcribed in a general way the nature 
of the project he intended to offer. 
Mr. Pitt had done nothing of this ; 
and he was confident, that, if any 
sther perfon had moved the refolu- 
tion 12 the naked and unexplained 
way in whic’ it was now ftated, it 
would neceffarii,” have been rejected. 
He underitood the goneral opinion 
of the miniiter to be the 1.™me as his 
own; but the houfe knew nothing 
of his defign, and of confequence 
pledged itfelf to the confideration of 
the fubjeét, without knowing that 
any proje:t would be offered tor its 
acceptance. It was not a fubject 
that was new; molt men on the con- 
trary had formed their ideas, and 
adopted their principles either for 
or againtt it. Mr. Fox had himfelf 
no feruple to declare, that, in his 

inion, the flave trade ought not 
to be regulated, but deftroyed. He 
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confefled, that he did not know gf 


any political opinion, that could te 
confidered in the abttrac, or with 
out a re ference to the circumftange 
of the country. He was howevg 
perfuaded, that, the more the fa 
ject was confidered, the more gener 
would his opinion become. it there 
were any men, w1.0, led away by |p, 
cal and interefted views, thought the 
flave trade might ftill continue unde 
certain modifications, thofe me 
were the dupes of error, and mij. 
took what they believed to be the 
intereft; fince he would undertak 
to convince them, that nothing coylj 
be the true intereft of any man @ 
defcription of men, that was note 
rioufly hoftile to the principles ¢ 
juttice and humanity. The ideas¢ 
Mr. Fox were farther inforced by 
Mr. Burke, fir William Dolbenan 
Mr. Martin; and a converfatio 
was occafioned, which fufficiently 
evinced, that the pafiions of th 
houfe were ftrongly interefted in th 
bufinefs, though it did not produe 
any regular oppofition. Mr. Pitt’ 
motion was carried nemine conte 
dicente. 

Sir William Dolben, reprefente 
tive for the univerfity of Oxford 
whofe conftituents, though they wer 
not among the petitioners, had is- 
firucted him to affift in obtaining 
the abolition of the flave trade, toa 
occafion to mention in the courled 
this converfation the miferable fitu: 
tion of the negroes, during thet 
tratifvortation trom Africa to t& 
Weft Indies, as a circumftance the 
required an imimediate reinedy; ao: 
he accordingly moved fome tim 
after for leave to bring ina bill,® 
regulate the tranfportation of the 


natives of Africa to the Weft Indit 
and elfewhere. The title of thebt 
was objected to by Mr. John Jamé 
Hamilton, who obferved, that fy" 
a regulation would, for the. 
tun, 
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time, extend the fanction of the le- 
adature to a moft abominable traf- 
a unauthorifed by the doctrines ot 
divine law, and repugnant to the 
feelings of human nature. Mr. Pitt 
fuggefted as an alteration, that the 
hill fhould be ftated to provide tem- 

rary regulatious only ; and he re- 
commended it’s adoption from the 
confideration of the poflibility, that, 
in confequence cf the refolution late- 
ly adopted, the perfons, who had the 
conductof the flave trade, might fub- 
oft the natives of Africa to a worfe 
Gruation than before, and determine 
to compenfate, by the avaricious 
greedinefs of their prelent voyage, 
tor the uncertainty that might hang 
over their future commerce, 

The bill of fir William Dolben 
excited, not a numerous, but 4 per- 
tinacions oppofition.. Petitions were 

refented from the merchants of 
inden and Liverpool, defiring to 
he heard by themfelves and counfel 
againft the meafere. A circular 


letter had been written by one ot 


the fecretaries of the treafury, to 
the perfons concerned in the trade, 
affuring them, that the qneftion 
would not be agitated in this feflion, 
and the prefent bill was complained 
of as a violation of that engage- 
ment. The members for Liverpool 
exerted an uncommon degree of in- 
duftry and zeal, to prevent the bill 
from pafling into a law; and the 
late feafon of the year, and the 
thinnefs of the houfes, feemed to 
promife them fuccefs in their under- 
taking. 

Evidence was heard a confiderable 
length in favour of the petitioners ; 
and Mr. Beaufoy, in a florid and 
elaborate {peech, undertook to fum 
up the faéts that had been adduced, 
and to prove from them the necef- 
ity of adopting fir William Dolben’s 
Propofition. Jt appeared, that five 
feet fix inches in length and fixteen 
wnches in breadth was the {pace al- 
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lotted on an average to each flave. 
The lower deck of the vefiels was 
entirely coveréd with bodies, and 
the fpace between the floor °f that 
deck and the roof above, which fel- 
dom amounted to five feet eight 
inches, was divided by a platform 
alfo covered with Bodies. Five per- 
fons in every hundred perifhed at 
the loweft compwtitation in a voyage 
of fix weeks continuance, which, 
according to the moft accurate efti- 
mates ot human hfe, was feventeen 
times the ufual rate of mortality. 
It was indeed much more, becautfe 
in the eftimate of mortality per- 
fons of every age were included, 
while in an African voyage the aged 
Were entirely excluded, and few in- 
fants were admitted. Such was the 
ruinous nature of the trade in the 


* moft favourable inftances; but, in 


the voyage to the more diftant parts 
of Africa, the mortality was ftated 
to be twice as great; and confe- 
quently, thirty-four perfons perifled 
at the lowcft eftimation, tor one, 
that would have died in the courfe 
of nature. 

Mr. Pitt difplayed a laudable 
feeling of the faéts, that had been 
eftabhifhed at the bar. He faid, 
if, as had been afferted by the mem- 
bers for Liverpool, the trade could 
be carried on in no other manner, 
he would retract what he had faid 
on a former day, and waving every 
farther difcuflion, give his vote for 
the utter annihilation of a trade, 
which it was fhocking to humanity 
to hear related, abominable to fee 
carried on by any people, and 
which reflegted the greateft difho- 
nour on the Britifh fenate and the 
Britifh nation. He trufted, that 
the houfe, being now in poffeflion 
of fuch information as was never 
before exhibited, would endeavour 
to extricate themfeves from the guilt 
and remorfe, which every man 
ought to feel for having fo long 

over- 
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overlooked fuch cruelty and oppref- 
fion. He was confident, that they 
would fupport him in any meafure, 
to fnatch thefe unfortunate beings 
from the jaws of deftruction, and 
the iron hand of unrelenting ava- 
rice. Far this purpofe he fhould 
think it proper to difpatch a veffel 
with a copy of the act to the veflels 
already failed ; and fhould propofe 
a claufe to include them in the re- 
gulations of the bill. He was will- 
ing at the fame time to propofe an 
indemnification for the lofs they 
might be fuppofed to fuffer ; which, 
if it were even taken as high as 
fifteen per cent, would not exceed 
twelve or fifteen thoufand pounds, 
an object of no confideration, where 
the interefts of humanity were fo 
deeply concerned. The bill was 
farther fupported by Mr. Fox, lord 
Belgrave and fir Charles Middleton. 
It was carried up tothe houfe of lords 
on the eighteenth of June, and coun- 
fel was admitted to plead in behalf 
of the flave merchants on the fol- 
lowing day, which was Saturday. 

In the upper houfe it encountered 
confiderable oppofition. Lord Thur- 
low obferved, that the bill was full 
of inconfiftency and nonfente. The 
French, he underftood, had lately 
offered premiums to encourage the 
African trade, and the natural pre- 
fumption was that we ought to do 
the fume. A witnels had appeared 
at the bar of that houfe, with his 
eyes full of tears, and a counte- 
nance fraught with horror, and had 
faid, ** My lords, 1 am ruined if 
«you pats this bill. I have rifked 
“ thirty thoufand pounds upon the 
“trade this year. It is all I have 
** been able to gain by my induftry, 
*¢ and, if I lofe it, I muft go to the 
* hofpital.””, Lord Thurlow ob- 
has that the prefent bill, after 
the circular letter that had been 
wiitten from the treafury, appeared 
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very like a breach of parliam 
faith. For himfelf, he had no for, 
ple to fay, that, if the five days § 
of philanthropy, which had 
for twenty years together, had op, 
tinued to fleep one fummer Jo 

it would have appeared to him, 
ther more wife, than to take UD the 
fubject in the prefent disjointed map, 
ner. 

Lord Sydney {poke on the fan 
fide of the queftion. He defcriby 
to the houfe a fyftem of flave lay, 
that had lately been eftablithed 
Jamaica; and faid, that he ha 
found them fo perfectly well adap. 
ed to the fubject, that he did ge 
fee room for the addition of a fp, 
gle claufe. He compared the pr. 
fent bill with a fcheme that had bee 
formed a few months before, fey 
the tranfportation of the Africas 
and Lafcars to their native country, 
They had moft of them Iaid abou 
the woods and perifhed ; and, he wa 
convinced, would have rejoiced ata 
opportunity of efcaping back to th 
Wett Indies, to become {laves to th 
planters again. Since however th 
bill had been introduced, it fhoull 
receive no oppofition from him. 

The duke of Chandos, who pot 
fefled confiderable property in th 
ifland of Jamaica, acquainted th 
houfe, that he had great reafonw 
expect, that an univerfal infurre 
tion of negroes would take place a 
that ifland, in confequence of the 
agitation of the prefent queftion 
Lord Heathfield declared, that th 
bill was totally unneceflary. He 
faid, that he had given much atte 
tion to the fubject, and that th 
refult of his calculations had bees 
that foldiers in their tents were & 
lowed only about feventeen cubic! 
feet of air to each man, while te 
African flaves were allowed 
thirty cubical feet of air. 


Rodney remarked, that the bill # 
foundel 
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monded ia a principle altogether 
abiurd. ‘The. profit of the mer- 
chants arofe from the number of 
healthy Africans they landed im the 
Wet Indian iflands. It was there- 
fore ftrange we fhould imagine, that 
they would not attend to their own 
interefts, and take every poffible 
care for the prefervation o their 
health. He had never heard of a 
negro being c ielly treated during 
sil the time tit he refided inthe 
Welt Indies. Indeed! their felicity 
was fuch, that he could not fpeak 
of it but interms of rapture, and he 
declared, he fhould exceedingly re- 
wice, if an Englifh day labourer 
were but half as happy. 

The duke of Richmond under- 
took to anfwer the arguments of lord 
Rodney and lord Heathfield. He 
faid the reafoning from the interefts 
of the merchants was fallacious, nor 
did it become parliament to depend 
uponconfiderations ofthis fort, when 
the exiftence of a number of human 
beings was at flake. If four hun- 
dred Africans might be conveyed in 
a fhip without danger of ficknefs, 
the avarice of thofe concerned inthe 
trafic might induce them to put 
five hundred on board, fince, if they 
loft fifty out of the laft hundred, they 
would ftill obtain a pecuniary ad- 
vantage. Soldiers, as lord Heath- 
field had ftated, were frequently put 
ix in atent; but then they went 
out of it whenever they pleafed, 
they were feldom together for any 
long {pace of time, and the canvas 
of their tents was not of fo clofe a 
texture as to reduce the air to the 
unwholefome and putrefcent ftate, 
in which it exifted between the decks 
of an African veffel. Lord Stan- 
hope acknowledged, that the bill 
was not altogether free from objec- 
tion. The counfel at the bar had 
on the fcale of proportion 
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adopted in the bill was exactly the 
reverfe of the proportion it was ins 
tended to ‘eftablifh ; fince according 
t0 this, a thip of one definite fize 
would ¢arty two Auhdred and fifty 
Africans, atid a fhip of a greater fize 
would’carry only two hundred and 
twenty-eight. This error however 
it would be - to remedy ; and as 
the principle of the bill was founded 
on the cleareft dictates of humanity; 
it would furely be worth the atten 
tion of the houfe to rérider it as wife 
ard perfect as poffible | 
arquis Townfhend pitffed it 
upon the feelthys of parliament, that, 
inftead of rifing in a few days, they 
ought to fit the whole fummer, for 
the purpofe of difcovering means, at 
leaft to put the Englifh labourer 
upon a footing equally favourable 
with the Weft Indian flaves. He 
difdained the being influenced by 
any report of a probable infurrection 
of negroes, when he was doing a 
thing incumbent upon him as & le- 
giflator. The bill was farther fup- 
rted by the earl of Carlifle and 
Prd Loughborough; and the earl 
of Sandwich declared himfelf in fa- 
vour of the prefent meafure, though 
he was an enemy to the abolition of 
the flave trade. 
The duke of Richmond propofed 
a claufe in the committee to intro- 
duce that compenfation to the Afri+ 
can merchants, which Mr. Pitt had 
talked of asa meafure hereafter to be 
adopted ; and propofed the appoint- 
ment of certain commifliouers to fet- 
tlethe amount of that compenfation. 
Another claufe was inferted in the 
houfe of lords, to exempt the perfons, 
holding the afliento contraét with 
with the Spanifh government, from 
the operation of the bill. Mr. Pitt 
detended the claufe, when the bill 
was returned to the houfe of com- 
mons, remarking, that, if it had not 
H been 
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been inferted, thefe individuals would 
have become fubjeét to certain pe- 
nalties, fince it was not poflible for 
them minutely .to, comply. with the 
reftrictions of the bill, though the 
number of flaves they were bound 
to put on board their, fhips was by 
no means fo.many;'as had been the 
neral practice af the trade. He 
her moved a bounty to the own; 

ex and furgeon of every thipon board 
which the mortality fhould not ex- 
ceed two in an hundred, and.a low- 
er bounty, where the moxtality did 
not ext snd beyond three in the hewn 
dred. . The bill was rejected upona 
queftion of privilege, and another 
exactly fimilar immediately intro- 
duced ; and from an overfight in the 
firucture of this new bill, the fame 
proceis was cbliged to be repeated a 
frcond time. " 


The king’ put an end to the i 
fion; on the eleventh of. July by 
fpeech fromthe throne.” He ogg, 
gratulated them upon their Uniform, 
and diligent attention, and ex 
ed his: acknowledgments for the, 
berality of their fupplies. He fy 
with concern the continuance of ty 
war between Ruffia and the P 
in which the emperor hadalfotake, 
a pants but-he had every reafony 
expect that his fubjects wale cng, 
tinue to enjoy the bleflings ofipeare, | 
and. the engagements he:had' recem. 
ly formed with the kinpeof Prufiy 


% 


and the.ftates general of ‘the Uni, 


ed Provinces, would, he trufted, pro. 


mote the fecurity! and welfare gf | 
his own dominions, :and contribu, oe 
to. the. genera} ‘tranquility sat Ey. ra 
rope. wig 
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PRINCIPAL OCCURRENCES 


In the Year 1783, 


JANUARY. 


Ty ECENT accounts from Fre- 
derickftown, New Brunf- 
wick, fpeak of the rifing profperity of 
that infantcolony. By the affiltanceot 
government, and the unremitted in- 
duiry of the fettlers, fuch a change 
has been produced fince 1784 on the 
face of the country, which before 
was wild and uninhabited. as gives 
the faireft profpeét of the future 
importance of that fettlement. 

2. Advices from Jamaica, dated 
October 27, mention, that about 
twenty minutes after two, the pre- 
ceding Sunday afternoon, an earth- 
quake was felt at Montego-Bay and 
the neighbouring parifhes. I: be- 
gan with a rumbling noife, fucceed- 
ed by concuffions refembling the 
explofion of diitant thunver. It 
lailed about ten or twelve feconds, 
but the earth was feen to undulate 
for fome time after. The inhabi- 
tants of the town were more or lefs 
alarmed by the tottering of the 
houfes. ‘The veffels in the harbour 
were fenfible of the agitation. 

Bay of Honduras, Sept. 23. Yef- 
terday morning a gale commenced, 
which continued increafing ull ar 
nine in the evening, it blew a hur- 


. At this period the houfes 
1738, 


began to give way on both fides the 
river Balize, the limbs of the trees 
to be torn off, the inhabitants, with 
confternation, running about for 
refuge, and the rain pouring ince{- 
fantly upon their heads in tull tor- 
rents. About ten the wind blew 
with redoubled violence. Ar that 
inftant thy fa heean to rife, and, 
contending with the land-floods, 


every where overflowed the low 
lands. The cries of the wome: 


and children, and the floating of 
the dead bodies promifcuoufly a- 
mon, the logs of mahogany, exhi- 
bited fuch a fcene of diflrefs as no 
pen can defcribe ; nor was the hor- 
ror in the leatt diminifhed when the 
hur'ivane abated, and the waters 
fubiced. A melancholy fcene pre- 
fented itfelf ro the onfortunate fur. 
vivors. Nota tingle houfe, hur, or 
habitation of any kind, oo either 
fide the Balize, ftanding ; not lefs 
than coo of different conftructions 
having been blown down, and re- 
duced to a heap of rubbifh. The 
dead bodies of many who had pe- 
rifhed in endeavouring to giin the 
heights, the carcafes of hogs, goats, 
and cattle, all ferved to heighten 
the calamity. Out of fifteen fquare- 
rigged veffels, befides fchooners, 
{mall cratt, and ether veflels, eleven 
(A 2) 
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of them were totally loft, and more 

than 1:00 perfons perifhed. Such 

a deplorabie cataftrophe never be- 

fore Befel any fettlement in the Weit- 

ern hemifphere. 

Edinburgh, Dec. 22. The court 

of felfion, a few days ago, deter- 

mined a ferious caufe, the queftion 

which gave rife to it amounting to 
the exormous fum of three pence fler- 

ling! However trifling this caufe 

may appear at firft vicw, it is of 
great importance to the retail tra- 

ders, and others in this country, 

who have long had much trouble in 

their bufineis about the copper 
coinage. It has for near three years 
been a practice of many perfons to 
refufe the copper coin of his prefent 
majefty ; and in the year 1785, fe- 
veral traders in Jedburgh, as well 
as in other places, entered into an 
affociation to refufe, without dif- 
tinftion, all the halt-pence of his 
prefent majefly. John Hall, tackf- 
man of the toll-bar at Newton, 
went into the fhop of John Biller- 
well, dean of guild of Jedburgh, 
one of the affociators, and bought 
fome tobacco, for which he offered 
fix genuine half-pence of the coin- 
age of George III. which the fhop- 
keeper knocked out of his hand, 
and afterwards took them from the 
floor, and returned them to John 
Hall, with a good deal of abufive 
Janguage, faying, he would have 
nothing to do with halfpence of tie 
prefent reign, and took back his 
tobacco. John Hall and the pro- 
curator fifcal for the county brought 
an action againit Mr. Billerwell for 
damages and expences. The fheriff 
found, that ‘the delender, keep- 
ing a public fhop, was bound to de- 
fiver the tobacco demanded, to ac- 
cept in payment the true coin of 
George IIT. and that the refufing. 
thereof was legal ; and therefore 
foiind the defender liable in one 
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penny damages, and in full ¢ 
pences of procefs.” 

The matter was then brought be 
fore the court of feffion; andi 
lord ordinary ordered the hal : 
that had been oftered iN payment y 
befubmitied to aflay-mafters in Bei, 
burgh, to fee it they were genuige, 
who returned a report, that the 
could not with certainty fay whethe 
they were real or counterfeit, Th 
halt-pence were then fent to thea 
cers of the mint in London for} 
tion, who returned a report, “ Thy 
the faid halfpence are not with 
fufpicion, though they belierg 
them to be good; that they ha 
loft the nicer marks by which th 
queflion might be determined wit 
certainty ; but that, after exams. 
ing them attentively, and confth. 
ing with the aflay-matfters, graven, 
and other moneyers of that off, 
they had good reafon to believe th 
faid fix halfpence to be all genvix 
coins, and not counterfeits.” Th 
lord ordinary, after this report, ¢ 
foilzied the defender from thex, 
tion, and found expences dues 
neither of the parties. 

The matter was then bronght 
der the confideration of the whi 
lords, The defender ftated in ts 
defence, that no perfon is boundt 
difpofe of his goods, till he is pe: 
fectly fatisfied with what he gets 
return. The court of feffion, ho 
ever, took up the ciufe upontt 
general ground of the illegal aft 
clation, and were plealed to *# 
here tothe lord ordinary’s intent 
cutor, fo far as concerns Joba He 
the private petitioner ; but found tf ! 
combivation entered into by & 
retpondent, not to receive i0 per 
ment the copper coin of his{ 44 
majefty was illegal, and, theree 
fined him five pounds to the port 
Jedburgh, and found him 
alfo, to fuch expences, as the f 
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curator-fifcal fhould depone he laid 
out previous to the date of his in- 
terlocutor, which was afterwards 
modified by the lord ordinary to 
fixteen pounds fterling. Mr. Bil- 
lerweld gave in a reclaiming petition 
againtt this decifion ; bur the court 
refufed it, and thus afcertained a 
int of fuch importance to the re- 
ail traders. 
Plymouth, Dec. 27 The Pegafus 
frigate, capt. prince William Henry, 
arrived here from Cork, On his 
paflage his royal highnefs experi- 
enced the effects of a very extraor- 
dinary phenomenon A thonder- 
fiorm broke over the fhip fo violent- 
ly, as to tear fome of the fils, and 
fhiver the main-matt, fo as to ren- 
der it neceflary for a new matt to 
be fupplied. The feafon et the 
year makes the circumitance me- 
morable. 

Whithy, Dec. 29. The caftern ex- 
tremity of this town is fituated on 
{trata of alum, rock, and ftreettone, 
covered with a loofe foil, that bas 
gradually accumulated to the depth 
of fourteen feet, by laples in wet 
fcafons trom a hiyh and itcep clift 
runoing parallel to, and ata imall 
dittance trom, the edge of the pre- 
cipice next the fea, This his im- 
perceptibly formed aa elplanade 
200 yards long, and So in breadth ; 
Onwhich, in 176°, the foundations 
ot a regular {treet were laid. The 
buildings have fince rapidly in- 
creafed to the number of 130, con- 
tainting above a thoufand inhabitants. 
On the north-eaft point of this plain 
ood a three-gun battery, part of 
which in 1783 fliding into the fea, 
the cannon were removed; at the 
fame time a narrow deep chafm of 
confiderable length was obferved to 
run behind the houfes in a line with 
the bafe of the high cliff. Into this 
aperture, the rain-water entering, 

gan to co-operate with innumer- 
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able quick fprings below ; the feeds 
of deftrudion, although flightly 
obferved, were diffufively fown; 
and prepared thofe, not fo fanguine 
in their hopes as the poor oe 
interefled, to expect fuch a terrible 
cataftrophe as happened on the 24th 
of this month. At midnight, a 
ftrong new-built quay, fupporting 
a pile of building eighty teet above 
the margin of the fea, unable to 
fuftuin the preilure of the earth 
above, menaced approaching dan- 
ger. The people had hardly time 
to efeape with their cloaths, be- 
fore it bowed, and fell with a 
thundering crafh, followed by large 
matles of earth intermixed with 
flones of three to fix tons in weight. 
Five heufes more foon flared the 
fuine fate, torn from others which 
were leti impending in different in- 
clinations over the tremendous pre- 
cipice, 

Next morning prefented a more 
affecting feene: buildings parting 
trom their adjoming ones, forming 
rents from their roots to the founda 
tions feveral ‘ect wide; others partly 
gone,leaving their unfupported walls 
and hanging rafters to follow ; and 
to add to this diftrels, weighty por- 
tions of earth and flones bevan to 
defeend fron: the high cliff upon 
the houfes fituated at its foot. It 
was bow dangerous (o advance near; 
the back buildings were foon bu- 
ried, and the fromts impelled to- 
wards the ftreet, overhan,ing their 
bafes, and feeming to threaten the 
acccleration of thofe on the oppo- 
fite fide over the wafting rock, 

Upon the high cliff, abour thirty 
yards from its extremity, flands the 
mafly old church, founded 1100 

ears ago, by one of the Northum- 
olin kings, ‘This venerable pile 
appeared in imminent danger, as 
the ground was obferved to fink ac 
at ten yards diitaace from its tower. 
(A 3) Should 
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Should this part 0” the church-yard 

ive way, a body of ear’), whole 
Farface contains above two acres, 
muft inevitably overwhelm the re- 
maining buildings in Henricita- 
fireet. Put this view, although 
awful, was little, compared with 
the affecting exciamations of above 
200 poor people, who efcuped half 
naked, with a fcanty portion of 
their goods from the general wreck. 
The teeling heart will eafily ima- 
gine how diilrefling the appearance 
of nuntbers of the fick and dying 
muft be, carried by their friends, 
perhaps, to expire in the firil hol- 
pitable place of fhelter. 

One hundred and ninety-fix fa- 
milies were now deflirute, m this 
inclement feafon, of houte, fire, or 
wood, The doors of the humane 
were thrown open, aimd every com- 
fort adminifiered. 

A Uberal fubfeription for the re- 
lief of the fuffercrs has been begun 
by the principal inhabitants ; but 
this will by no means be adequate 
to the lofs fuilained by the lite pro- 
prietors and their tenants. One 
perfon, whofe rentals amounted to 
rool. annually, cannot now find the 
place on which his property flood. 

3. Dr. Kaye, the p-efent dean of 
Lincola, finding in his parith, near 
Sherwood Forett, three poor fann- 
hes, having from tento twelve chil- 
érew in each, claimed the tenth 
child trom cach tanvly, ard the pa- 
renrs 1 yruliy Com] tying with Ins 
demand, the doctor ba taken them 
under his protection, and humanely 
feeds, clothes, and educates them. 

‘The people calk d Quakers have, 
in feveral initunces, fhewn moit laud- 
able examples to the reft of man- 
kind: they have iately made a won- 
cerful addition to the itock of hr- 
wan hberty; the people of that 
pr ofeffion 1») America have dif harg- 
ed chew flavis, made thein frcemen, 


(Janus, 


erected a very capital (choo! ary, 
ladelphia for their inftruction, whic 
they have libevally endowed, ay 
fuch of thefe poor Africans aschog 
to continue in fervice, are 9 
wages, and placed on the fame fog, 
ing with the whites, Does not thy 
prove their juttice and humanity; 
and may not this be the meansa 
tranimitting liberty and happioe 
to nations yet unborn? By ti 
means they will be converted » 
Chriftianity, and by the mild ay 
uviforny operaton of  Chrifia 
principles, fhavery itfelf will y 
length be totally abolifhed, 

5. The week before the holi 
the duke of Gloucetler paid a vik 
to his fon prince Willan, at Cam 
bridge, wheie he fpent two dm 
and feemed highly pleaied both 4 
the vihble improvement in they 
prince’s mind and manners, avdth 
arrangement made tor his futur 
education. During his ftay arCam 
bridge his roval biz hnefs v :fited th 
vice-chanecllor and Dr, Beadon 
but the prince cid not retunte 
town with him. 

The pr nee is entered at Triniy 
colieec, and occupies the chamber 
b.te in the poffeilion of the duked 
Bedford. Eli: private tutor isd. 
Waletby, who attended him himt 
that capaciry abroad, 

The only dittnection between th 
prince and a ventleman common, 
m his academical purfuits, is, the 
he is allowed a coach fo: the bent 
fit of feluxing himfelf from hisie 
dies, when the weather is fo bad 
to prevent his riding ; and his har 
ing levees every Saturday mornin 
where the matiers and feveral of & 
heads of the colleges, pay the 
comphments. 

His majefiy is at the whole@ 
pence of them ince’s education: 

6. Mr. Rigby, in the village « 
Mittly, has nearly effected sas 
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ity what Shenflone had in idea—to 
form a neighbourhood where all at 
once fhould be his dependents and 
bis friends. In the parifh of Mitt- 
ley, almoft every inhabitant 1s his 
tenant, and therefore eafy in their 
circumftances, and happy in their 
firuation ; he regulates their inte- 
relis, and ‘adjuits their difagree- 
ments; and in the village, which 
he has raifed from infignificance and 
abject poverty to a place of real 
importance. he takes care fo far to 
regulate the members in each branch 
ot trade, that it fhall not be over- 
flocked. After fuch intlances of 
friendly attention in the benevolent 
proprietor, it is almoft unneceffiry 
to fay, that, to this diftrict, abfo- 
lute want is totally a ftranger. 

g- A great bruifing match, on 
which upwards of 20,000 |. depends 
ed was fought at Odiam, between 
Daniel Mendoza, a Jew, and Rich- 
ard Humphreys, both celebrated 
in the fciemce, now revived, and 
much in vogue; when, after a fe- 
vere conteft of 2g minutes, victory 
declared for the latter. 

Northampton, Jan. 7. Yeterday 
was diltributed to the poor at 
Green’s Norton, in this county, 
the fum of 61. 19s. 8d. being the 
third parts of feveral penalties le- 
vied on a number of people called 
Methoditts, under the ftiatute 22 
Charles II. for unlawfully affemb- 
ling in the flreets of the faid parifh. 
By thefe convictions it is afcertain- 
, » that all affemblies held in the 
‘reets, or in any place not proper! 
licenfed, are A aay ae iM 
Parties prefent, if amounting to the 
number of five (as well the hearers 
ri the preachers), are liable to the 
rete pa impofed by the 

19: An order of council publith- 
**, authorizing and commanding 
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the ufe of a new Pharmacopaia 
Collegii Regalis Londinenfis, 

21. The French commiffioners, 
who, during laft fummer, vifited 
all the hofpitals in this kingdom, 
have been received at Paris and 
Verfailles, both by the king and 
the Academy of Sciences, with the 
moft flattering applaufe. They 
have already laid at the foot of the 
throne a fhort analyfis of their re- 
port, which they are preparing for 
the prefs; the Englith are fpoken 
of in terms of enthufiafm ; exalted 
above the ordinary limits of praife z 
they fay no one difeafe or accident, 
incidental to the human frame, is 
here left neglected by the great and 
opulent. The four hofpitals to be 
built on our plans, near the city of 
Paris, have been already fubfcribed 
for toa very confiderable amounts 
A Dieu Merci, for all accidents ¢ 
a general hofpital, for all maladies ¢ 
a lunatic hofpital, on the model of 
ours in Old-itreet ; and one for the 
{mall.pox and inoculation, on the 
model of that at Pancras. Four 
thoufand young people of both 
fexes have hex FF inoculation in 
the Englifh manner finte the coms 
miffioners returned. 

zo. Among the feveral returns 
made to the houfe of commons, in 
compliance with Mr. Gilbert’s bill, 
was one froin a poor Welch curate, 
who, after delineating the dittreffes 
of his poor neighbours, adds, ** But 
their diftrefles cannot be greater 
than mine are; I havea wife who 
is far advanced in her pregnancy = 
I have around me nine poor chil- 
dren, for whom 1 never yet could 
procure fhoe or ftocking ; it is with 
difficulty I can fupply them with 
food ¢ my income is 351. per an- 
num ; and for this I do the duty of 
four parifhes.” The leiter here 


alluded to, had a wonderful effect 
upor 


(A 4) 
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pon ‘the whole committee. Mr. 

i with that benevolence 
which has long characterized him, 
immediately tranfmitted to the poor 
curate a bank note for a temporary 
fupply. The letter has been fhewn 
to their majelties; enquiry has 
been made as to the moral charac- 
ter of the man, g:.d provifion will 
be made for him as foon as poffi- 
ble. 

[Soon after, the dule of Chandos 
humanely conferred uson this worthy 
man a living of 1201. per annum. | 

22. The following is inferied 
from one of the country papers, as 
a circumflance of very fe:ious im- 
portance. 

A Caution,—* One whofe affiic- 
tions may be fuppofed to {peak mott 
forcibly, intreats the confectioners 
and gingerbread bakers who may 
read this advertifemcnt, never more 
to ufe what is termed by them froft- 
ing their cakes, in order to thew 
their fweetmeats to greater advan- 
tage, and by this means tempt un- 
wary children to flow, but certain 
deftruétion. The fhining particles 
which they ufe for this purpofe are 
nothing but minute particles of co- 
loured glafs, whofe terrible and de- 
ftrutive confequences have depriv- 
ed me of a littie cherubim. 

A Moruer.” 

28. Lord George Gordon was 
brought up, to receive the fentence 
of the court upon two convictions : 
aft, On an info:mation for libels 
on the queen of France and Monf, 
Barthelemy ; and ad, On the cri- 
minal juitice of this country. 

His lordthip did not plead him- 
felf (as ufual) on this occafion ; 
but trufted his caufe to the care of 
Mr, Wood and Mr. Dallas, who 
left nothing unfaid which could in 
any manner tend to mitigate his pu- 

iment ; nor did the attorney-gene- 


(Januar, 


= fay a word more than the 

is office required, to aggrayap ; 
The court pointed ert he 
and tendency of the offences fy 
which his lordthip was to receip 
judgment, and then proceeded t 
pafs fentence, which was, for th 
firft indictment, three years imps 
fonment ; and for the fecond, tuy 
years; at the expiration of whid 
he.ii, befide paying a fine of 500, 
to find tv-o fureties in 2 Sool. each 
«nd himfelf to be bound in a recoy. 
nizance of 10,000l, 

His lordfhip both in drefs g:) 
appearance made a very grotefqy 
figure; he was wrapt up in a grew 
coat, his hair lank as ufual, bi 
beard at leaft three inches long, anf 
his countenance folemn and fan. 
monious. He received his fenteng 
feemingly with great humility, 
Vol. vin. for 1787. p. (25-) 

Dublin, Fan. 31. This day Re 
bert Keon, efq. was brought upt 
the court of king’s bench, to r. 
ceive fentence for the murder a 
George Nugent Reynolds, eh 
Fhe circumftances of this murder 
were the following : thofe twoger- 
tlemen went out to fight a duel, axl 
when Mr. Reynolds, previous 
coming to action, was in the atd 
faluting Mr. Keon with his hata 
his hand, wifhing him a good mom 
ing, the latter fired his piftol, an 
fhot him through the head. bi 
this, Mr. Plunkett, Mr. Reynolés 
fecond, called out, ** A horrid mu 
der!” On which Keon’s brother 
plied, ** Ff you don’t like it, tlt 
that,” and fnapped a piftol at Mr 
Plunkett, which luckily did not g 
off. The jury found Mr. Keo 
guilty in November laft ; but li 
counfel moved an arrett of judg 
ment, and pleaded feveral errors # 
the different proceedings to ftopt 
fentence, The court, after the 
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lemn arguments, were pleafed to 
eure the objections, and 
ed fentence of = upon him 
cording to the verdict. 
a This month died at Bryng- 
wyn, in Radnorfhire, Mr. Edward 
Gour, aged 103; In Whitechapel, 
in his 1ogth year, Daniel Prim, 
who about fourteen years ago, fol- 
lowed his bufinefs as a weaver; in 
Adam-ftreet, Portman-fquare, Mrs. 
Pocklington, aged 105 ; at his fon’s 
houfe, in eager i Jona- 
than Simpfon, efq. aged 113 5 at 
Galloway, aged 114, Patrick Con- 
nolly, efq. and at Kilmarnock, ja- 
act Allan, aged 105. 


FEBRUARY. 
s. The French king’s edi€t, con- 


cerning the Protetiants was regittered 
on the 2gth of January. It con- 
fits or thirty-feven articles; of 
which twenty-four refpect the ne- 
ceflary detail of marriages, births, 
beptibee, and burials; the others 
fpecify, that protettants are to con- 
tribute to the clergy of the French 
chureh—that the police and muni- 
cipal regulations are to be obeyed 
—that the eflablifhed officers of the 
French church fhall never be inter- 
rupted,—and that the protetiants 
fhall be incapable of any act as an 
incorporated community. 

Marriage, according to this edict, 
may be folemuized by declaration 
before the civil magiftrate, as well 
as by the vicar. One or two of the 
alkings ot the banns may be dif- 
penied with, In the firit inftance, 
the different fees amount to ten 
livres ten fous ; in the fecond, they 
are tour livecs ten fous; both in- 
cluding a certificate. 

_ Naples, Feb. 1. On the z4th ult 
on the evening, all on a fudden, the 
fuperier mouth of mount Vefuvius 
cmitted an immenfe column of black 
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fmoke in the form of a pine-tree, 
at the branches of which were feen 
intlamed ftones, which were thrown 
a great height, and fometimes they 
appeared like fheaves of fire, during 
which the noife in the earth, and 
the violent repeated fhocks of earth- 
quakes, cauled the greateft coniter- 
nation amongft the inhabitants of 
the environs, 

On the 26th, the volcano having 
opened a mouth at the foot of the 
{uperior mountain oppofite Somma, 
the lava flowed out in abundance 
into the valley, where it has already 
formed a lake of fire one mile and 
a half in circumference, 

Paris, Jan. 41. We learn that 
the courts of France, Naples, and 
‘Turin, have agreed to pay no lon- 
ger to the pope the dues ot annates, 
which bring 15,000,000 of livres 
to the holy fee every year. 

13. This day being appointed for 
the trial of the impeachment of War- 
ren Hattings, efq. the houfe of com- 
mons, about eleven o’clock, preced- 
ed by the managers of the impeach- 
ment, came from their own houfe 
into the hall. The managers were 
dreft, the reft of the members in 
their ufual undrefs. Mr. Burke led 
the proceflion, and they took their 
feats on the green benches, 

Halt «wn hour atter, the lords 
moved from their own chamber of 
parliament: the «lerks of parlia- 
ment firt, the matters of chancery 
tullowing them, next the ferjeants, 
then the judges; after them a he- 
raid, and then the eldeft fons of 
peers and peers minor; then, after 
the ufhers, the barons, bifhops, vif- 
counts, earls, maquifles, dukes, 
the archbifbops, and the lord chan- 
cellor. The proceifion clofed with, 
the royal family, the fon of the 
duke of Glouceiter walking firtt, 
and the prince of Wales lait. In 
palling to thew feats they - 
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off their hats, and bowed to the 
throne. 

Having taken their feats, the fer- 
jeant at arms made lamation, 
commanding filence, and called up- 
on Warren Haflings, «fq. to come 
into court. 

Mr. Haftings accordingly came 
into court, accompanied by Mr. 
Sullivan and Mr. Sumner, his two 
buil, and kneeling at the bar in the 
box afligned to him, he was erdered 
ro rife, which he accordingly did. 

The ferjeant at arms then made 
proclamation : 

* Oyez, Oyez, Oyez. Whereas 
charges of high crimes and mifde- 
meanors have been exhibited by the 
hon, the houfe of commons in the 
name of themitelves and of all the 
commons of Great Britain, againtt 
Warren Haftings, efq. all perfons 
concerned are to take notice that he 
now ftands upon his trial, and they 
may come forth in order to make 
good the faid charges.” 

The lord chancellor then addreff- 
ed the prifoner as follows : 

*¢ Warren Hattings, 

* You ftand at the bar of this 
court charged with high crimes and 
mifdemeanors, a copy of which has 
been delivered to you; you have 
been allowed counfel, and a long 
time has been given to you for your 
defence; but this is not to be con- 
fidered as a particular indulgence 
to you, as it arofe from the necel- 
fity of the cafe, the crimes with 
which you are charged being flared 
to have been committed in a diftant 
place. Thefe charges coutain the 
mott weighty allegations, and they 
come from the highelt authority : 
this circumflance, however, though 
it carries with it the mott ferious 
muportance, is not to prevent you 
from making your defence in a firm 
and collected manner, in the confi- 
deace that, ae a Britith fubje&, you 
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are entitled to, and will rece; 
full juttice from a Britith court,” 

‘To which Mr. Hattings made the 
following anfwer : 

*¢ My lords, 

*¢ | am come to this high triby 
nal equally impreffed with a cong. | 
dence in my own integrity, and ig 
the juftice of the court betore which 
1 ftand.” 

The clerks of the court then pro. 
ceeded to read the charges and th & 
aniwers, which they did as long y 
they had day-light; and about, 
quarter patt tive, had come to th 
end of the feventh charge and an. 
fwer, when .the lord chancellor 
moved, that the lords fhould ad & 
journ to their own chamber of par 
liament. They accordinzly with 
drew in the order in which they 
came. 

Her majefty, with the four elder 
princefles, f.t in the centre of the 
duke of Neweafile’s box. The 


queen was waited on by the duchel 


ot Ancatier, It iy Holdernefs, lord 
Aylefbury, &c. She was dreit plain 
without diamonds, and coming 
without ftate the ufual eriquette was 
difpenited with, and fhe fuffered the 
ladies above mentioned, with the 
young daughters of lady Lincola, 
to fit on the fame feat with her, J 

Dublin, Feb. 16. Tsis day Ro 
bert Keon, efy. was brought ovt 
from the New Gaol, and executed 
according to his featence. He be. 
haved with fuitable decorum, and 
feemed refigned to his melancholy 
fate. See p. (8-) 

1g. Uhis day,ata half-yearly court 
of the proprietors of the Bank 
ftock, the governor acquainted the 
proprictors, that as this was the 
time when. the dividends are ufually 
declared, it was the unanimous opr 
nion of the directors, that the next 
half yearly dividend, ending the 

$ 

25th initant, fhould be three aad 
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‘Hings, which makes the in- 
ee #4 dividend on that ftock 

e rate of one per cent. 
yo — Came en a + tried at Wett- 
miniter a caufe, Kendal verfus Miles 
Peter Andrews, efq. very mecet- 
fary to be attended to, as fimilar 
cafes daily occur. The plaintiff 
was a dealer in hay, who, by the 
order of Mr. Andrews’s coachman, 
had brought in various loads of hay, 
which, it was not denied, had been 
confumed by Mr. Andrews’s hortfes. 
Kendal, however, acknowledged 
he had never {een Andrews, and 
trufted him by order of his coach- 
man, * becaufe it was the cuftom 
of the trade.” It appeared, how- 
ever, that Mr. Andrews had always 
given his coachman money to pay 
for the hay, and his co.chman had 
brought him forged receipts. On 
Kendal’s bringing in his bill, the 
coachman denied any knowledge of 
him, and abfconded. But the plain- 
tiff pleaded, that he had delivered 
hay for defendant’s ufe, and that 
detendant’s horfes had confumed it ; 
of courfe it was intifled by Mr. 
Bearcroft, the plaintiff’s countel, 
that Mr. Andrews mutt pay for it, 
But Mr. Ertkine, counfel for the 
defendant, mifitted, that unlefs a 
general authority can be proved or 
unphed to be given by a matter to 
a fervant to order goods without 
his knowledge, the matter was not 
compelled by law to pay for goods 
ordered. tie admitted, that tuch 
authority was implied, if the matter 
had once paid a debt which had 
been fo incurred. Were it other- 
wile, and gentlemen of fortune 
were to be made anfwerable for the 
general oiders of their fervants, no 
gentleman could be fafe. A fer- 
vant might order goods of one 
tiadefman and fell part to another, 
and fo from tradefman to tradef- 
man, ull an honeit peutleman might 
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be undone before he knew that he 
was in debt. In this idea he was 
joined by the whole court ; and the 
verdict was in favour of the de- 
fendant. 

Mr. Erfkine difplayed great in- 
genuity in expofing the combina- 
tion of fervants with petty tradef- 
men to impofe upon families ; and 
laid it down, as the fatety as well 
as duty of every honeft tradefman, 
firft co acquaint the mafter before 
he fent in goods to the order of the 
fervant. 

Rome, Feb. t. On the 3:ft ult. 
died here prince Charles Edward 
Lewis Cafimir Stewart. His bro- 
ther, the cardinal of York, ordered 
his body to be conveyed to Fref- 
cati, and was to go himtelf the next 
day to aflift at high mafs, and per- 
form the lait duties at his funer.1. 

Prince Charles, fince the death 
of his father in 1-65, affumed the 
title of king of Engiand. He was 
commonly known on the continent 
by the name of the chevalier de St. 
George, and in England by that of 
the Young Pretender. He was juft 
lixty-feven years and two months 
old on the day of his death. He 
was fon to James Francis, prince of 
Wales, fon to James Il. who was 
recognifed by many courts of Eu- 
rope as king of England immedi- 
ately after the death of his father : 
as fuch, he received kingly honours, 
had his palace and his guards; and 
enjoyed the privilece allowed by 
the pope to catholic kings, of be. 
flowing a certain number of cardi- 
nals hats. But kis fon, prince 
Charles, who lately died, did not 
enjoy thofe honours: he was in- 
deed called prince of Wales, dur- 
ing the life of his father; but, af- 
ter that event, he would no longer 
bear that title, and the catholic 
courts would not ftyle him king; fo 
that bis fituation was more agreeable 

before 
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before his father’s death than it has 
ever been fince, 

His mother was the greatett for- 
tune in Europe. She was the prin- 
cefs Maria Clementina Sobiciki, 

rand-daughter of the famous John 
Sobietki, king of Poland, who beat 
the Turks near Vienna, and made 
them raife the fiege of that capital. 
She had a million tlerling to her 
fortune, a great part of which was 
loft in the fruitlets attcmpt made by 
her fon, in 1745, to place his father 
on the throne of England. She had 
two fons by her hufband, Charles, 
who lately died, and Henry Bene- 
dict, who by his father was created 
duke of York ; and who having 
been promoted to the purple, has 
been generally known by the name 
of cardinal York. 

The deceafed prince marrted, 
gome years ago, a princefs of Stol- 
berg, in Germany; but by her, 
who is {tll alive, he has no iffue. 
He has lIcft, however, a natural 
daughter, whom, by his pretended 
royal power, he lately created 
duchefs of Albany, and towhom he 
has bequeated all the property he 
had in the French funds, which was 
very confiderable. To his brother, 
the cardinal, he has left his empty 
pretenfions to the crown of Eng- 
land. 

Rome, Fes. =. Theoblfequiesof the 
law count of Albany were celebrat- 
ed on the 3d inftant, in the cathe- 
dral at Frefcati ; of which fee the 
cardinal duke of York, his brother, 
is bifhop. The church was hung 
with black cloth (the feams covered 
with gold lace), drawn up between 
the pillars in the form of feftoons, 
intermixed with gold and filver tif- 
fue, which had a very magnificent 
and folemn eifect; e!pecially as a 
profulion of wax tapers were con- 
tinually burning during the whole of 
the ceremony, in every part of the 
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church. Over the great door 
the four principal tide altars, 
written in the feitoons (in large cha, 
racters) fome texts of Ser 
which were chofen by the cardj 
as allufive to the fituation and foy. 
tunes of the deceafed. A large ca, 
re was erected on a platf 
raifed three fteps from the floor, jg 
the nave of the church, on which 
the coffin, containing the body, wa 
placed, covered with a fuperb 

on which was embroidered, in 

ral places, the royal arms of Epp. 
land. On each fide ftood thre 
gentlemen, fervants of the d 

in mourning cloaks, cach holding, 
royal banner; and about it wer 
placed a very contiderable number 
ot very large wax tapers, in the 
form of a fquare, guarded by the 
militia of Frefcati. About ten inthe 
forenoon, the cardinal was b 
into the church in a fedan chair, 
covered with black cloth, attended 
by a large fuite of his officers and 
fervants, in deep mourning. He 
feated himfelf on his throne, on th 
right hand fide of the great altar; 
and began to fing the office appoint. 
ed by the church for the dead, afiit- 
ed by his choir, which is numer 
ous, and fome of the bett voices 
from Rome. The firit verfe wa 
fcarcely finifhed, when it was ob 
ferved that his voice faltered, the 
tears trickled down his cheeks, 6 
that it was feared he would nor hare 
been able to proceed. However, bt 
foon recollected himfelf, and west 
through the fervice in a very # 
fecting manner ; in which manly 
tirmnefs, fraternal affection, and re 
ligious folemnity were very happ 
ly blended. The magiitrates # 
Frefeati, and a numerous concourk 
of the neighbouring people, attent- 
ed on this occalion ; who were al 
tracted, not fo much by their ct 
riofity, or the purpofe of — 
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the maffes which were celebrated at 


ryaltar in the church, as a defire 

or eiityiig their great refpect for 
their bihop, who conttantly refides 
amongtt them, and daily beitows 
them temporal as well as fpi- 


or bleffings, with a very liberal 


re A bill for reducing the in- 
tereft of money from fix.to five per 
cent. paffed the Irith houfe of com - 
mons. But it was ejected by the 


Lords. 
MAR C H. 


6. The prefent fheriffs, in order 
to check the rapacity and extortion 
of their officers upon thofe perfons 
who may be unfortunate enough to 
fall into their hands, have fettled 
atable of charges to be made in fu- 
ture for neceflaries had in theif re- 
fpective houfes, and directed the 
fame to be affixed in a confpicuous 
fituation therein, for the informa- 
tion of thofe concerned. The tol- 
lowing is a copy of the fame : 

A Table of the Price: of the different 
Articles provided for the People in 
Cuftody in this Houfe. 

tbs Ge 


Breakfaft, (meat, tea, &c.) © © 8 
Dinner (off a joint of meat, 
&c. including a pint of 


porter) = - O11 3 
Tea or coffee - - oo 8 
Supper, if meat (including a 

pint of porter) - oo 8 
Ditto, (if bread and cheefe 

with a pint of porter) 00 4 
Wine,a bottle - .- 02 6 
Porter, a pot - 004 


Bed, houfe, fire, and candle, 
per diem - - 0 2 6 
The fheriffs have alfo direéted, 

that each perfon’s bill be delivered 

to him every morning ; and that all 


perfons fhall be at liberty to fend out 
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for fuch provifions as they may 
think proper to have. 

Paris, Feb. 21. We formerly an- 
nounced the difcovery made at Gir+ 
genti, in Sicily, of a manufcript, 
containing the Arabic tranflation of 
Titus Livius; and many learned 
perfons, defiring to get fome in- 
formation ona difcovery fo intereft- 
ing, have addreffed themfelves to 
M. Pio, fecretary to the king of 
Naples, who has willingly made en- 
quiries concerning it. The anfwer 
he received mutt intereft the literati 
of every country, and the following 
is a copy of it: 

*¢ It is true we have found in 
Sicily the Arabic tranflation of Ti- 
tus Livius; and M. Vella, very 
much verfed in that language, 1s 
preparing to tranflate it. The ma- 
nufcript found is fo voluminous, 
that we are in great hopes it con- 
tains acomplete verfion of all the 
works of that hiftorian.” 

Dundee, Feb. 16. Our bank was 
broken into by perfons, it is fup- 
pofed, well acquainted with the fi- 
tuation of the houfe. After getting 
inte the room above, they cnt - 
the floor exactly over the teller’s of- 
fice, and defcended by a rope, broke 
open the teller’s private cheft, and 
carried off about 4201. in cafh and 
notes, In their agitation they mifl- 
ed 3001. in gold that lay in an open 
box clofe by that they broke into. 

Madrid, Feb. 25. The fpirit of 
reform feems to have reached the 
Spanith monarchy ; the miniitry 
are bufy in putting itin a flourifhing 
flate, and endeavouring to make 
many reforms. Indecd, the commil- 
fion appointed to examine into re- 
ligious foundations, and other fpi- 
ritual affairs, is conftantly employ- 
ed, but hitherto nothing of its oper- 
ations has tranfpired, except that 
orders have been fent to the fupe- 

riore 
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niors of the religious orders of St. 
Renedict, St. Bernard, St. Auguf- 
tine, of the Trinity, and the Char- 
treux, to reform the abufes which 
hare crept into their different infti- 
tutions. 

March 27+ M. de, la Lande has 
written a letter in the Paris Journal, 
of which the following is a tranfla- 
tion: “ The 15th inftant, from 
feven to nine in the evening, Dom. 
Nouet, one of the aftronomers of 
the royal obfervatory, perceived in 
the uncalightened part of the moon, 
what Mr. Herfchel has called a vol- 
cano, like a ftar of the fixth magni- 
tude, or one of the cloudy ones, the 
bightnefs of which increafed from 
time totime, as if by flufhes. Other 
attronomers have perceived it, and 
M. de Villeneuve had feen it be- 
fore, on the 22d of May, 1785. We 
* cannot, therefore, doubt of the ex- 
iftence of this volcano in the moon, 
Me. Herfchel faw it the 4th of May, 
1763, and particularly the roth of 
Ap'il 1787. In the eclipfe of the 
24th.of June, 1778, M. d’Ulloa, a 
well know n Spanith aftronomer, had 
feen on the dark difk ot the moon a 
bright point; and in the total eclipfe 
of i's, certain curious obiervers 
had perceived fome flafhes at 
livhtmmng. There is no fentible 
atmofphere in the moon, it is true, 
and chemifls may difpute abour the 
name of volcanos being given to 
fuch apparent eruptions, but the 
name atier allis of no confequence, 
and we mutt certainly fubferibe to 
Mr. Herfchel’s opinion. This vol- 
cano is fituated in the north-eatt 
part of the moon, about three mi- 
nutes from the moon’s border, to- 
wards the {pot called Helicon. 

28. A late diffetticn at Mr. 
CruickManks, in Wincmill-fireet, 
has oceationed much fpeculation a- 
mong the gentlemen of the faculty, 
there being no well attefled deferip- 
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A L (April, 
tion in the anatomical annals of ;); 
or any other country of fuch a phe. 
nomenon. The intellincs are all 
reveifed, the heart, &c. being onthe 
right fide, and the liver on the lef, 
In every other refpect, but lituation, 
the parts are complete. 

31. In the courfe of this month 
died at Chelfea, aged 106, My. 
Mary Warder. She had been mg. 
ried to three hufbands, the littof 
whom was a penfioner in that col, 
lege. She had been the motherof 
twenty-one children, fifteen of whom 
are alive, and all married. The 
number of herchildren, grand-chil. 
dren, and great-grand children, 9. 
mounted to feventy-two, At Hemp. 
ftead, in Hertfordthire died, aged 
114, Mrs. Anne Clare, reli of 
colonel Clare, who ferved under the 
duke of Marlborough, and was kill. 
ed at the battle of Blenheim. And 
at Hoxton, aged 121, Henriety 
Long, who ufed to fell grey peas a. 
bout the fleets of London, feventy 
years ago. 


A PRI L. 


1, The following is a coneil 
ftatement of the arrangement which 
his majefly has been pleafed to make 
for adjulling the clamms of rank be 
tween the king’s and the Eait Indu 
company’s officers, and fettling them 
on a firm and lating footing : 

*¢ Firft, That trom the day whea 
hottiljries ceafed at Cuddalore, the 
office;s in his majetty’s and the 
company's fervice fhould rank it 
diferminately trom the dates of their 
commiffions. 

‘ Secondly, That if it thould 
happen that two commiflions, now 
or hereafter, fhould be dated on the 
fame day, the king’s officer is © 
have the precedence. 

“ Thirdly, ‘That fuch king’s o 
ficers, as hold commitlions dated 


prior to the ceffation of hoftilities 
a 
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at Cuddafore, fhould command ail 


the company’s oficers of the fame 


pe gr That ew fhould 

anted by his majefty’s author- 
a cdnuny’ officers, dated 
from the ceffation of hottilities. 

« Fifthly, That, in all future 

romotions, the company's officers 
{hall receive brevet commillions trom 

is majett é 
-_ Ststhly, Thit no officer, pof- 
feiling brevet local rank in India, 
fhould remain there, unlefs he 
chufes to ferve with his actual rank 
in the king’s army. 

«* Seventhly, That a period of 
eizhteen months fhould be allowed 
for the exchange of thofe ofhcers 
who now hold local rank in India.”’ 

2. The Banai.a Gazette has the 
following article: ** On the third 
of January, capt. Thomas Thomp- 
fon, inthe floop Sally, beating up 
from the S. W point of Heneaga, 
faw a white flag flying on the fhore, 
where, on landing, he found twenty- 
three women and fifty-three men 
and boys in a very diftreffed fitua- 
tion, having been patiengers on 
board a brig from Dunlary, in Ire- 
land, bound to Charles- Town, and 
Baltimore, and put athore there for 
want of provifions, the brig having 
been fix weeks at fhort allowance. 
They were to'd the place where 
they were landed was a plentiful 
illand, on which they would find 
towns and inhabitants who would 
fupply them with plenty of pro- 
vitions ; but when they found them- 
felves deceived, and wanted to re- 
turn on board, they were fired at, 
and one man killed. Capt. lhomp- 
fon is faid to have landed twenty 
of thefe unfortunate people on 
aa Iiland ; and fitty-fix at Naf- 
au, ° 

3+ By advices from Jamaica we 
learn that the aflembly of that ifland 
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have paffed an act, that if a white 
man kills a black man he fhall be 
hanged without benefit of clergy. 

4- On Tuefday, March 27, a 
large bog of 1500 acres, in the 
county of. Lipperary, in ireland, 
began to be agitated in an extra- 
ordinary manner, to the attonifh, 
ment and terror af the neighbour- 
iog inhabitants. Tae rumbling 
noife from the bog gave the alarin, 
and on;the zothit bu: ft, and a kind 
of lava iffued from it, which took 
its direction towards Ballygritien 
and Golden, over-{preading and 
laying wafle a vatt tract of fine fer- 
tile lund belonging to John Hide, 
efquire. Every thing that oppofed 
its courfe was buried in ruins, 
Four houtes were totally dettroyed, 
and the trees that it near them 
torn up by the roots. The difcharge 
has been inceflant from the 2oth, 
and how far it will extend cannot at 
prefent be determined. 

5» On the 23d of May, 1787, 
the Ganges, capt. Frazer, one 
Bengal, to Madras, was loft near 
the Barra Bulla, A leak had been 
difeovered the day before, but 
whilit the veffel could be kept clear 
by the pumps, no danger was ap- 
prehended ; in the evening, how- 
ever, the pumps were rendered ule- 
lefs, from being choaked with rice, 
of which the cargo confified: from 
this monient nothing but the molt 
difmal profpect piefented itfelf. By 
two o'clock the veflel had taken 
ground, and was lying on her beam 
ends ; the matis alone remaining a- 
bove water. A little before this, Mr. 
Corbett, one of the patlengers, went 
down to Mrs, Corbett’s cabin, and 
in as gentle a manner as poilible ap- 
prifed her of their dangerous fitua- 
tion. She immediately comp:ehend- 
ed its whole extent, and with cool- 
nefs and compofure, affured Mr. 
Corbetr, that fhe was ready to take 
every 
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every ftep for her prefervation which 
he thould fuggeft, and prepared with 
him co meet whatever might be her 
fate. With this determination they 
got up into the top, where for fome 
time they remained, till a very 
heavy fea immerged the matt inrothe 
water with fuch violence as to oblige 
them all to quit their hold, except 
Mr. Brown, and another of the paf- 
fengers, who generoufly leaped into 
the fea, with an intention to fave 
Mrs. Corbett, and perifhed in the 
attempt. Mrs. Corbett was feen 
no more ; Mr. Corbett, after hav- 
img been buffeted by the billows for 
a confiderable time, and extremely 
bruifed by beating againft different 

s of the wreck, was picked up 
by the Pilot fchooner, in a ftate of 
infenfibility, from which, at length, 
he recovered, to experience all the 
horrors of fuch a fituation. There 
were in all 113 perfons on board, 
out of whom 48 were faved. 

10. His majefty, attended by the 
colonels Manners and Faucitt, came 
from the queen’s houfe on horfe- 
back, to Somerfet-place in the 
Strand, to infpect the portable hof- 
pital barracks ereéted on the Ter- 
race next the River, which are to be 
fent for the accommodation of the 
troops on fervice in the Eatt Indies. 
His majefty alighted at the Stamp. of- 
fice, where he was received by two 
general officers, and immediatel 
went into the board-room of the 
cominifhoners, where feveral car- 
penters, under the direction of the 
conitruétor, proceeded to take down 
the barracks for removal, which 
they completed, although ninety 
feet in length, ir fifteen minutes, 
and fet them up again in about forty 
minutes.—The king expreffed his 
full approbation of their ftructure 
and convenience. 


14. About twoin the afternoon, 
a fise broke out in the Savoy prifon, 


PRINCIPAL 


(Apri, 


which was wilfully fet on fire 
the prifoners confined for defer: 
from different marching regimens 
On the firft difcovery of the § 
the turnkey entered the prifon ne 
was immediately feized by a number 
of thefe defperate fellows, declay; 
that they would difpatch him. 
were about to throw him into the 
fire, which barbarous aét was 
vented however by the humanij a 
one of the prifoners. On being 
liberated, he inftantly informed th 
piquet-guard at the Lesonshal con. 
filing of 27 men, who immed; 
went to the prifon, and drove th 
prifoners, to the number of fixty. 
three, into a cell, where they wer 
locked up during the time the pri. 7 
fon was burning round them. Whe 
the fire was got under, the pr. 
foners were brought out, two by 
two, and hand-cuffed together, 
Eighteen of the moft defperate wen 
fent, efcorted by a party of th 
Coldftream regiment, to the Tit. 
yard, to be properly fecured ; and 
at feven o’clock, the reit of theis 
cendiaries, guarded by thirty me, 
were taken to Tothill-Fields Bride 
well: The infide of the Savoypu- 
fon is totally deftroy ed, 

17. By letters from Jrelandw 
learn, that the bill brought into th 
houfe of commons lait year, fe 
the purpofe of excluding the eldel 
Mr. Prefton from fucceeding to th 
eftate of his pephew, lord Gorma 
fton, who was candeftinely carne 
to Liege, in January 1787, he 
been laid afide for the prefen 
Every meafure has been taken b 
the minifiry to obtain the refiite 
tion of the minor from the bitho 
of Liege without fuccefs. Ser Mu 
vill. for 1787. p. (20), (36). 

21. The court of King’s- 
determined, that a woman was com 
petent to ferve the office af ort 
feer of the poor. Mr. Juttice . 
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hurt obferved, that the flatute of 
kliz. mentioned fubftantial houfe- 
keepers without diftinction of lex. 
He alfo mentioned a parith where 
a woman was chofen conitable. 
Noyon, April g- On the jf of 
this month, about eleven o'clock 
at night, four men were fuffocated 
by the mephitic vapours occahon- 
ed by the opening of a common 
fewer, into which they unluckily 
fell, Atthat unfeafonable hour it 
would have been difficult to get pro- 
per afliftance, and the neceflary fuc- 
cours from the hands of the Hu- 
mane Society ; they muft have in- 
evitably perithed, had not a young 
woman of feventeen, fervant to the 
family, begged to be let down in 
order to fave them. This woman, 
whofe name is Catharine Vaffent, 
went down feven different times, 
and fucceeded fo far as to fave two 
ot them pretty eafily ; but in tying 
the third to a rope, which was let 
doun to her for the purpofe, fhe 
felt her breath failing her, and was 
very ill. In this terrible fituation 
fhe had the prefence of mind to tie 
herfelt by the hair to the rope, 
and one may judge of the furprife 
and alarm of thofe who drew up the 
expiring girl clofe tied by the fide of 
a dying man. ~The moment fhe 
recovered her fpirits, fhe infifted on 
going down for the fourth, but it 
was to no purpofe, he was drawn 
up ded. ‘The corporation of the 
town of Noyon, in order to beftow 
afmall token of their approbation 
of the intrepidity of this eftimable 
woman, made her a prefent of 600 
eres (2cl.) immediately after the 
action, and agreed to give her 200 
more on her wedding day. Ye 
Dewm was tung in the principal 
church, at which all the corporation 
attended in folemn proceflion, head- 
ed by the intrepid Vaffent, who led 


bya ribbon the three men fhe had 
1759, 
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faved. The falt and tobacco office 
granied her a board for thofe coim- 
modities, and prefented her with 
240 livres befides. On the cth, the 
town came to refolution to have the 
civic ¢rown, and a medal with the 
arms of the town, her name, and a 
harrative of the action, conferred 
on her. ‘The duke of Orleans fence 
her soo hivres, fettled 200 on her 
for life, and has, morcorer, pro- 
mifed to provide for her a hufband, 
if he fhould prove a man worthy of 
her. His bighnefs has likewife fent 

o livres to each of the unlfappy 
victims faved by the noble efforts of 
the never-to-be-forgotten Catha- 
rine, and 300 to the poor widow of 
the fourth man, who perifhed in 
that horrid place. The bithop of 
Noyon has generoufly rewarded the 
young heroine, the fufferersjand the 
widow. 

20. An induftrious workman at 
Sheffield, who had faved feventeen 
guineas by his labour in working at 
the fleel furnace of Meffrs. Hague 
and Barkin, had the whole flolen 
out of his houfe in the night of the 
17th of April laft. 

The poor man, almoft in defpair, 
employed the crier to make known 
his lofs ; and added, that if the mo- 
ney was not returned by fuch a day, 
he would next ways apply to the 
Copper-itreet conjurer, and pro- 
claim the thief. In fueh high re- 
putation, it fecms, is this Copper- 
fireet conjurer for his knowledge in 
the black art, that the thief replac- 
ed eleven guineas of the money, the 
next night, which, it was fuppofed, 
was all he had left of the booty. 

Hague, april 24. We learn from 
Zurich, that the celebrated Solo- 
mon Gefner, author of Daphnis, 
the charming Idylliums, and the 
Death of Abel, died there the fe- 
cond of laft month, of a fit of apo- 

lexy, aged fixty-two. The t- 
ee (B) habitants 
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habitants of the faid city, where he 
was born, propofed to erect a monu- 
ment to him, ‘which will be plac- 
ed in a public walk between two 
rivers, and which will form ove of 
the moft interefting ornaments of it. 

2°. William Johnfon, efquire, 
was fined 601. by the court of 
King’s-bench, for fending a chal- 
lenge to Cornelius Stoves, efquire, 

Aberdeen, April 25. On Tuefday 
the 24th current, was held, at Aber- 
deen, a meeting of the Proteitunt 
bifhops in Scotland, with reprefent- 
atives from the clergy of the feveral 
difiri&s ; when, after taking into 
their ferious confideration the flate 
of the church under their infpec- 
tion, they unanimoufly refolved to 
give an open and public proof of 
their fubmiffion to the prefent go- 
vernment, by praying, in exprefs 
words, for his majetty king George 
and the royal family, which is to 
take place in all their chapels on 
Sunday the 25th of May next ; to 
which day it is deferred, that the 
bifhops may have time to give proper 
directions to their clergy through- 
out the kingdom for that purpofe. 
Thus an end is put tothofe unhappy 
divifions which long diftradted this 
kingdom ; and we hive the fatis- 
jaction to think that many thoufands 
of our countrymen, who have been 
fufpected of difaftection to the pre- 
fent government, will now be con- 
fidered as loyal and obedient fub- 
jects. 


MA Y. 


1. By the laft accounts received 
from the fleet for Botany Bay, they 
arrived at the Cape of Good Hope 
on the 13th of October laft, and ex- 
pected to fail again about the mid- 
dle of November, and to proceed 
directly for their place of deftin- 
ation. They were very healthy, and 


I PAL (May 
the convicts very orderly, Th 
ber of deaths em Bogiead ail 
Cape amounted to twenty-one, 

2. Letters from Jamaica, of the 
15th of March, mention a 4; 
fhark taken by fome negro fitherme 
in Green Bay, at the mouth of Py 
Royal harbour, which mMeafurey 
fourteen feet fix inches from the ji 
of the fnout to the extremity of th 
tail, and was of Proportionaby 
thicknefs. The moniter was tog, 
ed afhore near Fort Small, and por 
opening its maw it was found » 
contain three leopards teeth ¢j 
with gold, a confiderable quanti 
of coloured glafs beads, and fevers 
halt-digetted bones’ fuppofed to 
human, 

3- The following tran faction las 
ly engroffed the attention of th 
gentlemen of the long robe in In. 
land. 

A record was made up for the tri 
of a caufe of confiderable impon 
ance in the county of Limeric 
The judge of aifize, who tried ci 
caufes in the circuit in which Li 
merick lies, was Mr. Hamilton, om 
of the barons of the exchquer. Wher 
the caufe in queftion was called, th 
council for the plaintiff opened i, 
and ttated to the court and jury th 
nature and partictlars of the em 
dence that he intended to product 
in fupport of the claim fet up dyhi 
client. The judge, after having fi 
fered him, without interruption, ® 
lay open his own cafe, faid he per 
ceived the trial would take up mot 
time than he was at firit awared, 
or than he could fpare ; and ther 
fore he direéted the theriff to wit 
draw a juror, and fo let the cast 
ftand over to the next aflize. 

This proceeding, it is afferted, ¥8 
very illegal, and unwarranted eith® 
by the commiffions of juttices of # 
fize, or the practice of the courts® 


circuit. It was thought a delay@ 
jute, 
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juitice, and confequently an injury 


1o the fyitors, but more particularly 
to the plaintiff, as his council, under 
the idea that he was proceeding 1m- 
mediately to the trial, had been fut- 
fered to difclofe the nature of his 
evidence, and the names of his wit- 
nefles ; circumttances of which the 
defendant might avail himfelf be- 
fore the next affize, by tampering 
with the witnefles. The affair was 
thought of futlicient confequence to 
be brought before the Irith houfe of 
commons; where the attorney-ge- 
neral frankly declared, that as to the 
difcharging of a jury without the 
confent of the parties, no man of 
proteflional charafter could juttify 
it; it was an illegal act, it was with- 
out precedent, and he trufted never 
would be repeated ; burt it Was an 
error in judgment, an error aning 
from a good motive, a wifh to dii- 
charge the gaol ; and as it was not 
attempred to be jultitied, and as, 
upon reflection, the learned judge 
had altered bis opinion, he withed 
to have the matter buried in obli- 
vion, becaufe there was no charge 
of any corrupt or difionourae 
motive ; if there weie, their refo- 
lution fhould be, to addrefs tor the 
removal of any judge that could be 
guilty of corruption ; but, in this 
cafe, the motive of the judge was 
pure, though much mittaken. He 
moved, therefore, that the chair- 
man do leave the chair ; which mo- 
tion being unanimoully agreed to, 
the affair, in courfe, was dropp: ad. 
7» Came ona trial at Guildhall, 
ia which the trading people are 
deeply interetted, The fule queftion 
was this, Whether the plaintiffs, who 
are wholefale yrocers and tea-deal- 
ers, CO whom the defendant was a 
cultomer, were entitled to intereft, 
onthe amount of goods fold, com- 
puted from the end of three months, 
being the ufual credit in the plain- 
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tiffs trade ? Ie was decidod in favour 
of the plantiffs. 

gi Lord Petre, fir H. Englefield, 
and Mr. Farmer, deputed by the 
body of Roman Catholics, had an 
interview with Mr, Pitt, concerning 
fome further relaxation in the penal 
laws, in confequence of the late 
edict gn the part of France in fa- 
vour of Proteftants in that kingdom. 
Mr. Pitt gave them to underftand, 
that their application fhould be ta- 
ken into confideration, 

10. Mr. Burke, in purfuance of 
an order of the houfe of commons 
prefented two papers moved for by 
Mr. Burgefs, refpeGing the expence 
already incurred, by carrying on the 
profecution againit Warren Haft- 
ings, efq. as follows : 

Expences of erecting L s. de 
the court - 3044 11 7 
Furnifhing the fame 714 -7 Qf.’ 
Money to folicitors 4300 3 0 





Total Bosg 2 af 

19. This day came on in the 
court of common of pleas, before 
lord Loughborough and a fpecial 
jury, a caufe in ejectment, the 
countefs of Strathmore plaintiff, and 
her hufband, Andrew Robinfon 
Bowes, efq. defendant, by which 
the great quettion which has re- 
mained fo long in fufpence, viz. 
Whether the deed-pcll by which 
her ladyfhip, after her marriage, af- 
figned over all her eftate, &c. with- 
outthe leaft referve, was obtuined 
by the detendant, by what the law 
terms Durefs, i. ¢. lores, violence, 
and reftraint ? Nine witneffes were 
examined, who fully proved the 
cruelries which were exercifed upon 
the plaiatiff, previous tothe execution 
of the deed. Ten witnefles were ex- 
amined for the defendant. The jury, 
Without going out of court, found a 
verdiét for the plaintiff, by which the 
Durefs is eftablifed, and her ladv- 
(B 2) thip 
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fhip will he putin poft-fion of her 
extenlive domains and property. 

Exciter, May 216 Latt Wednefday 
afternoon a fire broke out at a ba. 
ker’s houfe in Perer’s-{treet, Tiver- 
ton, which dettroyed aboutten houtes 
im lefs than three hours, containing 
at leat twenty-two habitations of 
the poorer fort of people, Every 
hand, from. the highett to the loweit, 
lent atliiance in this diftrefs ; and 
there were ats of undaunted refo- 
lution exhibited by fome, who re- 
mained upon the tops of the houfes, 
uncovering them ef thatch while 
furrounded by fire on all fides. The 
general alaceity that prevailed, pre- 
vented, in all probability, the de- 
ftruction of the whole fircet, 

23. James Hubbart, who had 
been convicted of a mifdemeanor, 
in endeavouring to defraud the duke 
of York, by writing a letter to him 
in the nume of captain Morris, re- 
quefting the loan of a fum of money, 
was brought to the court of King’s- 
Bench to receive fentence ; when 
the attorney-general fignified to. che 
court, that it was the with of his 
royal highnefS, that the mildeit pu- 
nifhment might be inflt@ed upon 
him, in conlideration of the long 
imprifonment he had fuffered : upon 
which the court fined him one fhil- 
ling, and he was difcharged. 

20. Petitions againit the flave- 
trade have been prefented to the 
boule of commons from Rippon, 
Coleheier, Falmouth, Lancathire, 
Statiord, Northampton, Scarbo- 
rough, Stamtord, Rotheram, Hel- 
itone, Shrewfbury, Worcefter, War- 
wick, Herttord, Chetle:fiehi, War- 
rmagion, Lincola, Beitlol, Chamber 
of Commerce at Edinburgh, New 
Windifor, Chipping Wycomb, Ha. 
Kiiax, Southwark, Bridgewater, 
Widwenorth, Noteingham, Brad- 
tora, Leeds, Shetheld, Grantham, 
Cheitey, Coventry, Redruth, New- 
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cattle upon Tyne, Bridport, be 
vizes, York, Becford, Hull, Mais 
flone, the body of Quakers, the Us, 
verfity of Cambridge, Salifgyy 
Carlifle, and fome other places, *’ 

Ke'/a, iday 2 , Y etterday, aboy 
ene in the afternoon, a Whirlwigg 
for fome time obfcured the air iN Ow 
W ood-Marker, by collecting in it 
vortex the, loofe earth, duit, ans 
firaw, and whirling it UP 10a grey 
height. It torced a woman with, 
child in her arms againft a wall 
and bruifed ler arm ¢ it lifted Up. 
cart, and twirled a pair of unthe 
wheels about, which lay og th 
ground horizontally, like mill-flong 
inamill. Some children at play og 
an eminence, were carried off to fom 
diitance ; and a cart was taken uy 
and dafhed againtt a houfe with fue 
force as to drive one of the thay 
through the wall. Its violence te. 
ing exhautted it foon difappeared. 

Edinburgh, May 26. Yeterés 
the king, queen, and_ prince ¢ 
Wales, were prayed for by name, 
and the reit of the royal family, ia 
the ufual manner, in all the no 
juring chapels in this city ao 
Leith. Sep. (18). 

30. The general affembly ofthe 
church of Scotland, by an act pafiet 
yetlerday, have appointed the sth 
day of November, in the preies 
year, to be obferved within tk 
bounds ot their national church ai 
day of folemn thank{giving, in com 
memoration of the Revolution 
1688, and have enjoined all mim 
flers to intimate the tame trom ther 
pulpit on the Lord’s doy preceday 
the faid 5th of November. 


J UNE. 


1. A few weeks ago, 3 viol 
affray happened in the 18th rey 
ment, at Gibraltar, which unl 


tunately terminated in a duel ® 
tweed 
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tween major Chapman, the com- 
» officer of the regiment, and 


manding _ 
captain de Lancey, “ American 
gentleman, of the fame Corps. 
When they met at the ground, cap- 
tain de Lancy made a mot extras 
ordinary declaration, viz. “— hat 
major Chapman might fire, if he 
thought proper; but for hts part, 
he was refolved not to difcharge his 
pittol, unl the muzzle ot it touch- 
ed the major’s breatt” ‘To which 
the major replied, “ That he had ex- 
pected, when he camethere, to decide 
their differeaces upon the point of 
honour; that it was to be with a 
eentleman, and not with an affat- 
ja:” at the fume inftant, he threw 
away his piftol, and left the ground 
with his fecond, His majeity was fo 
much offended with the conduét of 
captain de Lancey, that he has com- 
manded his name to be ftruck out of 
the army lit for ever, and has likes 
wife ordered that the major fhould 
be reprimanded for accepting a chal- 
lenge from an interior officer. 

2. On Saturday, as the princeis 
Elizabeth was fitting in her apart- 
ment, in the atternoon, ber royal 
highnefs was furprized with the ab- 
ropt eatrance ot a fhabby man. 
The princefs haitily quitted the 
room, by an oppolite door, and 
acquainted her attendants with 
what bad happened. The page 
in waiting ran inftantly and feiz- 
ed the men, who, upon exami- 
nation, appeared to be a poor in- 
line creature, who by fome means 
or other had got into the palace un- 
perceived. Being taken to the lodge, 
the porter proteited, he had no re- 
colection or any fuch man having 
pifled ; and being queitioned in 
what manner he had obtained ad- 
mittance, be laughed at the porter 
tor atking ; faid, it was his bufinefs 
totell, aod never would lay more. 
As he appeared a harmlels crea- 
aie, he was fuffered to depart; 
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but in a fhort time returned, and in 
peremptory terms, infiited on being 
introduced to the princefs, ‘* That 
he might pay his adorations at her 
feet.” Ir was then thought necef- 
fury to take him inro cuftody, and 
notice to be fent to lord Sydney. The 
refult wus, that, after being con- 
fined till next day, he was then ex- 
amined by the magittrates in Bow- 
itreet, when it appeared his name 
was Spang; his tather a Dane, but 
himfelf an Englifhman, and a hatr- 
drefler ; that he had tll lately work- 
ed with a Mr. Warren, who gave 
him a good character ; and, upon 
the whole, his infunity being etta- 
blifhed on the cleareft evidence, the 
magittrates ordered ‘kis parith to pro- 
vide for him. 

Ono Saturday the St. Euftatias 
caute of Lindo againit lord Red- 
ney, &c. was heard before the lords 
of appeal, who fully confirmed their 
former fentence in favour of Lindo, 
with full cots, 

3. Phe earl of Mansfield rofigned 
the otk e of lord chiet yuftice ot the 
court of Kiny'’s-bench. Ser p. (23) 

6. Jofeph Mitton, a foldier in 
the guards, was brought before the 
magilhaes in Bow-ftreet, he fland- 
ino indicted in the court of king’s- 
bench, for aifiulting and wounding, 
with intent*to kill and murder, P. 
C. Crefpigny, efq. on the 23d of 
May. 

Mr. Foot, Mr. Crefpigny’s fur- 
geon, declaring that he was out of 
danger, the prifoner was admitted 
to bail; himfelf in 200l. and four 
jureties in sol. each, namely, co- 
lonels Hulfe, Bertic, Stephens, ard 
captain Holl. 

Bills of indictment ate allo found 
againit Mr, Crefpigny, by Jofeph 
Mitton, and Samuel Chartle, ane 
other foldier, for am affault; to 
which indi¢tments Mr. Loon and 
Mr. Foot put in bail, in gol. each. 

‘Vhe gentlemen who attended in 
(8 3) be- 
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behalf of the foldier declared, that 
as they had heard very dificrent ac- 
counts of the unfortunate accident, 
they wifhed to have a fair and legal 
invefligation, that they would not 

roteét any of their men in info- 
ow or brutality, but that they 
thought it their duty to protect a 
foldier when infulted, 

7. Acaufe of importance to maf- 
ters and fervants, was determined 
in the court of king’s-bench. A 
female fervant, having hired her- 
felf for a year, gave notice to quit 
at the end of that term. Her mif- 
trefs, in the mean time, in confe- 
quence of impertinence, difcharged 
her eight days before the expira- 
tion of the year; but, at the fame 
time, paid her wages in full for the 
year’s fervice. The queflion be- 
fore the court was, ‘** Whether this 
fervice guined a fettlement ?” The 
court determined in the afhrma- 
tive. 

9. His majefty’s fhip Champion, 


captain Edwards, being in a foul 
fiate, went into Burnt Ifland, to 
examine her bottom, when they 
found, to their amazement, large 
clufters of fhell-fith, almoft as large 


as fugar-loaves. Here they found 
means to fcrub and clean‘e her bot- 
tom, and fit her again for fea, be- 
ing, it feems, the firtt Englith fhip 
of war that ever was repaired in 
any of the ports of Scotl«nd, 

10. A moit beautiful leopardefs 
was fent to the menagerie in the 
Tower, a prefent to her majetfty by 
Mrs. Parry, brought from a Spa- 
nith ifland in South America. It 
is fuppofed to be of that kind whofe 
tail, a French naturaliit fays, will 
grow to an incredible length. 

13. In the dead of the night be- 
tween Tuctday and Wednefday 
lat, the inhabitants of Bere Regis, 
in Dorfetfhire, were alarmed by a 
fire, which raged with fuch vio- 
Jence, that im a fhort time almoft 
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the whole town was reduced » 
athes. Forty-two houfes, with all 
the contiguous buildings, and qj. 
moft every article of property wep 
deftroyed ; and one poor blind mag, 
whom fome friendly hand had p. 
moved out of immediate danger, 


and left, was unfortunately {yy & 


rounded, and fell a victim to th 
flames. The fcene of dittrefs occ. 
fioned by this terrible conflagratiog 
is far beyond defcription, Many 
of the unhappy fufferers who could 
not otherwife accommodate them. 
felves, retired alimott naked, to th 
buildings erected for the fair upon 
Woodbury hill, where they found 
temporary fhelter ; and we are hap, 
py to add, that all were very hy 
manely and liberally fupplied with 
every article neceflary for their im. 


mediate relief by the inhabitants of 
Wareham, and other 


Blandford, 
neighbouring places. 

14. In the evening, at 26 minute 
after 7, arrived atthe fpot whereog 
Hicks’s Hall ftood, in St, John’s 
ftreet, Smithfield, Mr. Powell, 
who tet off from that plaice on Sum 
day the 8th, to walk to York and 


back in fix days, making in th 9 


whole 404 miles. 

18. To confequence of orders from 
the court of France, the ambafi 
dors from Tippoo Sultan were re 
ceived, on their arrival at Mae 
feilles on the oth, with the mol 
diftioguifhed honours. On the soth, 
at break of day, ten canoes wer 
equipped in the arfenals, three 
which were richly adorned with @ 
nopies of crimfon damatk, laced 
and fringed with gold. At half pal 
three the canoes pur to fea, to bring 
the ambaffadors trom the king’ 
yacht. About four they landed 
amidit a conttant firing from all the 
fhips at anchor, which, on this & 
calion, were dreffed in the moft fe 
perb manner. On the Quai dela 
Geniture they were received gh 

‘ 
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rarquis da Caftalert, director of the 
arfenal, accompanied by the prin- 
cipal olicers, &c. mm their grand 
yuifarms, and conducted with all 
their retinue to the commandant’s 
horel. ‘They were met at the dvor 
of the hall by the commandant, 
who, after having put his nghe 
hand to his forehead, as a token of 
refpeet, in the ealtern manner, em- 
braced them, and ploccd them oa 
their feats, Here their excellencies 
were acquaimed with the king’s 
commands, that they fhould be pro- 
vided with every accommodanon, 
and requeited to order every thing 
after their own manner, which 
thould be particularly attended to. 
An othcer of the garrifon withed to 
know it they choie to be attended 
with a guard, which they politely 
yetufed. They were then conduct- 
ed to the apartments provided tor 
their reception; to which they re- 
tired with great fatistaction, Their 
attendants were only 38 in num. 
ber, fome having died during the 
voyage, 

ige The following letter, figned 
by the counfel of the king’s-bench 
bar, who had practifed in that court, 
during lord Mansfic}d’s adminiitra- 
tion, Was tranfmitred to the vene- 
rable ear! by Mr. Erfkine, at the 
delire ot Mr. Bearerott, the fenior 
of that bar, aod the other gentle. 
men who had fubferibed it: 

‘¢ My Lord, June ig. 

‘Tt was our with to have wawed 
perfonally upon your lordfhip in a 
body, to have taken our public 
leave of you on your retiring trom 
the office of chiet juitice ot Eng- 
land ; but judging of your loid- 
thip’s feelings upon fuch an occa- 
hon by our own, and confidering, 
befides, that our numbers might be 
inconvenient, we defire in this man- 
ber affectionately to affure your lord- 
hip, that we regret with a juit fen- 
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fibility, the lofs of a mayittrate, 
whofe con!picuous and exalted ta- 
lents conterred dignity upon the 
profetlion ; whole enlightened and 
regular adminiitration of juttice 
made its duties Jeis dithcult and la- 
borious ; and whofe manners reas 
dered them plealant and reipect- 
able. 

* Bur, while we lament our lofs, 
we remember, with peculiar fatis- 
faction, that your lordhhip is not cut 
off from us by the fudden ttroke of 
paintul d itemper, or the more dif- 
trefling ebb of thofe extraordinary 
faculues which have fo long diftine 
guifhed you among {t men ; but that 
it has plealed God to allow, to the 
evening of an uleful and illuftrious 
lite, the pureft enjoyments which 
nature has ever allotted to it—the 
unclouded reflections of a fuperior 
and untading mind over its varied 
events, and the happy confciouf- 
neis that it has been taithtully and 
eminently devoted to the highett 
duties of human fociety, in the 
moft dittinguithed nation upon 
earth, 

‘¢ May che feafon of this high 
fatistaction bear its proportion to the 
lengthened days of your activity 
and ftrength !” 

Signed, &&c. 

His lordfhip, withour detaining 
the fervant five minutes, returned 
the following antwer : 

To the hon, T. Ertkine, Serjeant’s- 
Inn. 
Caen Wood, June 19. 
** Dear Sir, 

*¢ T cannot but be extremely flate 
tered by the letter which 1 this mo- 
ment have the honour to receive. 

“If [have given fatistaction, it 
is owing to the learning and can- 
dour of the bar. The liberality 
and integrity of their practice freed 
the judicial inveftigation of truth 
and juftice fram many difficulties. 

(B 4) The 
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The memory of the affiftance I 
have received from them, and the 
deep impreffion which the extraor- 
dinary mark they have now given 
me of their approbation and aftec- 
tion has made upon my mind, will 
be a fource of perpetual confolation 
in my decline of life, under the 
preflure of bodily infirmities, which 
made it my duty to retire. 

« ] am, dear fir, with gratitude to 
you and the other gentlemen, your 
mott affectionate and obliged hum- 
ble tervant, MANSFIELD.” 

Thus, equally honourable to both 
parties, terminated the latt corref- 

sondence berween his lordflip and 
the bar. See p. (21). 

23. At Brittan, in Norfolk, near 
the feat of fir Edward Aftley, bart. 
the neighbourhood were alarmed by 
a confiderable nking of the earth 
near the road, on Saturday the 2rft 
ot June, in the night; but on the 
Sunday following, in the evening, 
a much larger finking took place in 
a plough held adjoining the road, 
the figure nearly circular, 2to feet 
in circumference, 60 feet in dia- 
meter, andin depth about 27 feet, 
with sn irregular flope ; upon exa- 
mination, another falling-tn was 
difcovered about go feet in circum- 
ference; and all thefe without any 
ygitation jn the air, fhock of an 
earthquake, or the leaft fubterrane- 
ous noife. Holes have fallen in 
fince, but none to produce a ferious 
aiarin. 

24. William Curtis and James 
Blomeficld, efo. elected fhrerifis of 
London and Middlefex, Sie page 
f2:), 7 

25. A greater fall of rain began 
#bout tour ofclock in the afternoon, 
anu continued inceflantly for two 
rs, accompanied by ‘fome tre- 

nendous claps of thunder, than 
has begun remembered in London 
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for many years. The ftreets wer 
impathble by foot Paflenzen, 
and, near Northumberland-houfe 
where St. Martin’s lane joins gy 
main ftreet, the current ray 4% 
ftrong, that carriages durit not yep. 
ture through it, Near the bottog 
of Northumberland-ftreet fuch , 
ftoppage took place in the fewe; 
that ic blew up the pavement halt 
way over the ftreet. Great damay 
was done, and much private : 
perty deftroyed or fpoiled, 

During the fall ot rain, a bal 
of fire burit about the middle ¢f 
New George ttreet, broke the wip. 
dows ot feveral houfes, and enter 
one houfe, where it fplit a ey 
board in the parlour, defaced fim 
pictures, and melted part of th 
water-pipe in the kitchen, 

About five in the atternoon pan 
of the wall in Tower-ditch gave way 
to the length of twenty yards and 
more. 

Jamaica, April 5. The slave-lany 
here have been reviled and conf. 
lidated, and feveral regulations 
made in favour of the negroes, 
The aflembly have patted an ad, 
which contains the tollowing re 
forms: 1. Every poff flor of a tare 
1; prohibited trom = turning bin 
away when incapacitated by fick 
nefs or age, bue mutt provide for J 
him the wholefome neceffaries of 
life, under a penalty of ten pounts 
for every offence. 2. Every periaa 
who mutilates a flave {hall pays 
fine not exceeding one hundied 
pounds, and be imprifoned note 
ceeding twelve months; and, 
very atrocious cafes, the flaves my 
be declared free 3. Any perioa 
wantonly or bloody -mindedly kills 
ing a flave fhall futter death. & 
Any perfon whipping, _ bruifirg 
wounding, or imprifoning a flare, 
not his property, nor under bs 
care, thall be fubject to fine ax 
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gnprifonment. 5. A parochial tax 
to be raifed for the fupport of ne- 
groes difabled by ficknefs and old 
having no owner. 

‘- The manufacturing fociety 
at p h jadelphia have, at length, ob- 
tained two complere m: achines for 
carding and fpinning cotton, one of 
which “cards golb. of cotton a day, 
end the other ipins so threads at a 
mime. They are in qre: at hopes of 
improving: this manufactory, as ot 
the greateit advantage to the itate. 


UL Y. 


1, On Tucfday, June 17, was 
laid, in the village ot Killearn, in 

the county of Stirling, in Scotland, 
the foundation ftone of an obclifk, 
yoo fret high, to the memory of 
the celebrated George Buchanan, 
Scotch hittorian and poet. This 
obelik is building by the fubferip- 
tions of a number ot gentlemen in 
that neighbourhoed, and other parts 
of Scodand, particularly in and a- 
bout the city of Glatgow, and, when 
completed, will be feen at a great 
diftance, and be by far the mott 
beautiful of any thing of the kind 
in North Britain. 

3+ John Pardoe, efq. elected fhe- 
nf, in the room of James Blome- 
field, ae. who difqualitied 

s+ Sir Jofeph Banks, lord Raw- 
don, and fome other perfons ot dif- 
tinction, have lately {et on foot a 
icheme for exploring the interior 
parts of Africa, and proper affiitants 
are immediately to embark for that 
purpote. 

g- An inquilition was taken on 
the body of Charles Craddock, who 
threw himfelt trom the monument 
on Monday laft. Ir appeared, that 
the poor man had been melanc holy 
lor iome time pri ‘ceding his perpe- 


trating this rath acti mn, and that on 
‘Shy utiday 


lait he went to fee the 
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monument, and continued thereon 
near two hours, and uuvtil he was 
tetched down by the man who thews 
it. He afierwards vold a perfon, 
he had put his leg over the rail, 
With intention to yet over; and an- 
other he bad told, that if a perfom 
wanted to deftroy himfelf, the mo- 
nument afforded a fine opportunity. 
He was feen on the outlide of the 
railing of the gallery, and to look 
down “with great earnefinefs before 
he threw himfelf off. The jury 
found their verdi& lunacy. 

A free pardon fent to Mr. Wil- 
kins, the printer. See vol. viii. for 
1787. p. (27). 

10. Sir Benjamin Hammet elect- 
ed fheritf inttead of John Pardoe, 
efq. who, on the plea of age and 
intirmiaes, liad refufed to take up- 
on hin that office. See p. (28). 

t1. Yetterday the child of Mr. 
Willon, baker, in Berwick-itreet, 
was killed in the arms of the maid- 
fervant, near the father’s door, by 
the falling of a flower-pot from a 
two pair of ftairs window. 

12. On Wednefday moroing, a- 
bout three o’clock, the ancient fa- 
bric of St. Chad in Shrew fbury, 
tumbled 3 Into ruins with an attoniih- 


ing crafh, which greatly alarined 
the inhabitants, but no one was 
hurt. 


St. James’s, July 12. This morn- 
ing their majeitics, with the prin- 
cefs royal, princefs Auguita, and 
princets Elizabeth, fet out from 
Windfor for Cheltenham. 

Cheltenham, July 13. Their ma- 
jeflies, with the princefs royal, 
princefs Augutta, and princefs i. li. 
zabeth, having fet out from Wind- 
for yelterday morning, at a quarter 
before feven o'clock, proceeded to 
the earl of Harcourt’s at Nune- 
ham, and, after ttaying there two 
hours, continued their journey to 


this place, where they arrived a ~ 
c 
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tle before five in the afrernoon. 
The concourle of people was very 
great in all the owas through which 
they pafied, and every demonftra- 
tion of loyalty was thewn on the 
occafion. 7 

24. This merning theor majeftica 
and the princeifes attended divine 
fervice at the parifly church, where 
a fermon was preached by the bi- 
fhop of Glouceitter. 

Cheltenham, Fuly 14. The royal 
family refide at lord Faucoaberg’s 
lodge, on an eminence about a 
quarter of a mile from the towa, 
and about 200 yards from the {pa. 

Yefteyday in the afternoon their 
majefties, the three princefles, and 
fevera] ladies in waiting, walked 
through the town. The crowd 
was very great; but the care of the 
conftables prevented thei from be- 
ing troublefome. On this cccafion 
his majefty pleafantly obterved to 
the queen, ** We mutt walk about 
for two or three days to pleafe thele 
good people, and then we may walk 
about to pleafe ourfelves.” 

The great object of the king’s 
journey to Cheltenham is to keep off 
the gout. His complaint for fome 
time paft has been a flying gour, 
which his phyficians could readily 
fix by the ufe of proper regimen ; 
but his mayjetty dreads fuch a lodg- 
ment, as it Would of courfe prevent 
him from ufing that exercife which 
has been fo much his habit as well 
as inclination. Cheltenham waters 
are reckoned the beift in the king- 
dom for this purpofe. Sve page 
(28). 

16, In the new gaol at Chelms- 
ford, which in point of regularity 
and cleanlinefs fets an example that 
19 very cominendable, there are now 
conftructing different cells for foli- 
tary imprifonment. Eight are al- 
ready built ; thirty-two are Co be add- 
ed. Iv each there is a wooden re- 


ceptacie for a bed, an iron baf 

tor water, a chain in the middle g; 
the floor, which 1s to be fattened tg 
the prifoner’s leg, and the light 
ket in from the top only ot the we 
dow, Three umes a day they are 
to be vilired by the turnkey, who 
is to bring them their neceffay 
bread ; aud beyond that—all humag 
mtercourte 1s to be denied them, 

17. Came on to be heard before th 
chancellor, at Lincoln’s-ina-hall, 
a petition of a lingular nature, The 
petutioner Was a bankrupt, who wa 
folicitous to obtain his Certificate, 
to which his creditors had fignitieg 
their content. The prayer of his 
petition was, that a quettion pro- 
pounded to him by one of his er. 
ditors, at his lait examination, ang 
the bankrupt’s antwer to fuch quel 
tion, might be expunged trom the 
proceedings under the commitiiog 
of bankruptcy. 

The quettion propounded wa, 
** Whether the bankrupt had Joi 
sl. by a game at cards,” Which 
he acknowledged he had. 

This application to the chance) 
lor became neceflary, by a certain 
provifion in the bankrupt laws, by 
which a bankrupt, who has loft ¢i, 
at one time at a game of cards, 
and fome other fpecies of gambling 
therein defcribed, is precluded trom 
abtaininyg his certificate. 

The chancellor rejected the pets 
tion. 

18. Our fitherics this feafon hare 
turned out very profitable, and will 
amply reward the adventurers 
that valuable, important, and i 
creafing trade. The fouthern what 
fiflery was never before fo fortu 
nate. 

There were but 18 fhips employ 
ed in the fouthern whale fithery 
1785, and the amount of their ott 
goes was eftimated at 30,0001. The 
trade was increafed in the latt 7 
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to an amazing degree ; it employed 
no lefs than 38 fhipsy whole car- 
goes were eftimatec at more than 
3@0,0001. fo that in two years the 
number of fhips employed was 
more than doubled, and the value 
of the trade more than trebled. In 
the pref nt the number ot fhips em. 
ployed is upwards of fitty, and their 
cargoes are expected to amount to 
near 200,000). x 

The Greenland fithery is alfo ra- 
idly increafing, and bids fair to 
render the moft important benefits 
to this country. At no period be- 
fore the lait war were there em- 
ployed in that trade 100 flips; in 
the year before lait, however, there 
were employed 151 flips; and lait 
year, notwithitanding the reduction 
ut the bounty, there were employ- 
ed 248 flips, the value ot whofe 
cargoes amounted to more than the 
fourth of a million; and this fesfon 
has alio produced a great increate 
of fhipping in this filhery, the pro- 
fits of which there ts no doubt will 
be greatly augmented, 

ig. A new hultpenny is complet- 
ed, It is exceedingly beaautal, 
The piece 1s contiderably larger than 
the preient halfpenny, and the ex- 
ergue is fo finely engraved, that it 
will be impoffible for forgery to ap- 
proach it. 

darmoui>, July 21. The vatt 
fwarms of herrings, while round- 
ing the high thores of Berwick and 
ot. Tobb’s were {martly atracked by 
the gannets darting on them ina 
lurpriting inanner. The number 
ot herrings this feafon is immenfe ; 
— prtlage by Dunbar was very 
veauntul, as the fun-beams played 
oathem, Our roads have {warm- 


ed with them, reflecting the moft 
iplendid colours in fine weather, 

73. This morning, about half 
patt nine o'clock, a fire burft out in 
4 cole adjoining the clerk of the 
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delivery’s office in the ordnance- 
office at the Tower (where the 
brufh-wood is kept for hghting the 
fires inwinter. An alarm was imme- 
diately given, engines in great num. 
bers were directly procured; but 
the tide being unutually low, and 
as no fupply of water, adequate to 
the demand, could be procured, it 
raged with great violence for up- 
wards of three hours; infomuch, 
that the whole of the two upper 
ftories are deftroyed ; and the roof 
to the lower offices burnt through. 
The foldiers, labourers, and all 
hands were fet to work to remove 
books, papers, &c. from the midit 
of the flames, which was, in genes 
ral, happily effected. 

During the raging of the flames, 
betore water could be procured, 
there were great apprehenfions for 
the rope-houfe, which joins the ord- 
nance-ollicc, where feveral combuf- 
tibles are kept in ftore. All hands 
were fet to work to remove ropes, 
wheel-barrows, &c. which were put 
out in the vard. 

At twelve o'clock fome water 
was procured by running two en- 
gines into the river below low-water 
mark, which fupplhied the other ens 
gines, the tide being too low for 
the floating engine to work. 

25. The falaries of the commif- 
fioners of the cufloms and excife in 
Scotland are augmepted.—Each 
commiffioner 1s now to have 6ool, 
per annum, free from all deduce 
tions. Formerly the falary was one 
ly sol. from which there was a 
deduction of between 301, and 4ol, 

Yeflernday arrived at Newgate 
from Newcaftle upon Tyne, Mr, 
Townfend, one of the officers of 
Bow-ftreet, with George Barring- 
ton in his cuftedy, who was remev- 
ed by writ of habeas corpus from 
that town by order of Mr. Juftice 


Grofe, for privately ftealing _ 
the 
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the perfon of Haviland Le Mefurier, 
efq. a filk purte containing twenty- 
guineas and a half, and tor which 
felony he ttands outlawed. 

A letter from Edinburgh men- 
tions, that yeiterday fe’nnight the 
gallery of the Perth theatre gave 
way during the performance of Mac- 
beth ; there were above 300 people 
gn it, many of whom were danger- 
oufly wounded, and feveral paft re- 
covery. 

We hear, that a hill of confider- 
able fize in the peninfula, called 
Cotencin, in Normandy, on the 
north-weit coaft of France, fuddenly 
burft with an explofion that fhook 
the adjacent parts two miles round, 
and immediately a torrent of water 
mixed with fand, earth and broken 
fiones, iffued from the opening, and 
inundated the fields to the depth ot 
feveral feet, fweeping away cait'e, 
tarm-houtes, al cottages in its 
courfe to the fea. ‘The torrent gra- 


dually leflened, and was quite flops 


ped in twenty-four hours. ‘The 
marquis de Noitel, who ts lord ot 
the manor, has given every poflible 
alfiftance to the diflrefied tenants, 
and gencroufly remitted the rents 
due trom thofe who are unable to 
bear the lofs. 

Plymouth, July 23. Laft night 
arrived from a cruiie to the weit- 
ward, admiral Gower’s ficet, and 
anchored in the Sound and Caufand 
Bay, all well. ‘The Andromeda, 
prince William Henry, parted with 
the fleet off the Deadman, and pro- 
eceded on his voyage to Quebec, 
where his royal highnefs isto winter. 

2%. Ata court of common coun- 
cil, the petition of John Pardoe, efq. 
was preiented, praying to be dif- 
charyed trom the ollice of ftheritf, 
which was rejected ; and it was or- 
dered that he thould be profecuied 
for the fine, 600]. Nine aldermen 
aad thirty-four commoners were tor 
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Catia A SL, Luly, 
Mr. Pardoe, and three aldermes 
and fifty-three commoners agains 
him. 

CNMLenbamy, Txly25. On Thur. 
day, the king, queen, and thre 
princeffes, vifited Gloucefter, They 
alighted at the palace: the bifhopa. 
tended by the dean and chapter, ang 
the clergy of the diocefe, addrefey 
the king, who received them very 
gracioutly, and they had alfo the ho. 
neur of being prefented to th 
queen. The mayor and corporatio, 
then attended, and the town-clej 
addrefled his majetty. They wer 
likewife prefented to the queer, 
Their majetties afterwards vifite 
the cathedral, the pin-manufaéory 
ot Mr. alderman Weaver, the coup. 
ty infirmary, and the gaol nog 
building. They then returned 
the bilhop’s palace, and {ce out o 
their return to this place. The 
cencourfe of people in the fireets of 
Gloucelier was immenite; but from 
the order that was obferved through 
the attention of the magittrates, 
their majetlies were not in the leak 
incommoded, 

His majetty is confantly at the 
Spa a lithe atter &x in the morning, 
he drinks a glafs of the water, thea 
walks half an hour wath the queea 
and princefles, who likewile drink 
the water, The king takes a fecond 
glafs, and about hait atrer feves 
the royal party return to Faucon 
berg boule ; his majetly hands the 
queen and princefles to their @ 
mages, and then fets out himfelf oa 
foot. Abeut cleven o’clock his ma 
jeity is conftantly on horieback, 
paying no regard to the fhate of the 
weather; he js attended -by lord 
Courtown and colonel Digby, and 
followed by two ot his grooms 
Then come the coaches of her m- 
jelly and princedies, each attended 
by two fervants. They generally 
take the road to the hills, on ite 
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exit of Cheltenham, return about 
two, dine at four, and at feven ap- 
pear in the walks. When the king 
meets any of the nobility or gentry 
in the walks whom he knows, he 
flops and converles with them a 
few minutes ; on thefe occafions he 
takes off his hat, and frequently 
alfy to parties pafling. He often 
walks alone in the fields near the 
houfe, and in his walks and rides 
delights in atking queftions of the 
country people whom he accidental- 
ly meets; being drefled very plain 
he is not always known. The com- 
monalty behave in a very refpe“ttul 
manner, uncovering whenever the 
royal party approach, and not 
crowding too clofe upon them. 

27, The lateft accounts from Pa. 
ris are fullof the devaftation occa- 
gjoned by the ftorm that happened 
on Sunday the 13th inttane in that 
neighbourhood, which are dreadtul 
beyond defeription. The country 
for many fquare leagues is wholly 
laid waite, and the frutts of the 
earth fo totally eradicated, that no 
harvett can be expected this year. 
His majetty’s hunting-teat has thar- 
ed in the common ruin; and the 
imprefion made on the royal mind 
can never be effaced. He was wite 
nets to what fell, which could not 
be called hail; they were enormous 
pieces of ice of feveral pounds 
weight, by which lambs, fheep, 
aod even cows were killed, and 
many people dangeroufly wounded. 
The damage, as far as is already 
known, amounts to one hundred 
millions of livres.——-This amount is 
pubsthed by authority. In the 
diocele of Paris alone, g7 parifhes 
ate reduced to the mott urgent 
Want. The fums already fubfcrib- 
ed to they relief are—a lottery to 
procuce twelve millions, his ma- 
Jtly’s Conation af 1,200,000 livres, 
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befides a very large receipt from 
the benefits at the places of public 
entertainment. 

Calcutta, Jax. 172 On Tuef- 
day night preceding, ferjeant Rofs, 
the bartack-ferjeant of Fort-Wul- 
liam, was robbed by three Euro- 
pean footpads, armed with {words 
and piltols, between eight and nine 
m the evening, near the gallows, 
on the road leading from Kide- 
poor to the fort: this is the firft 
highway robbery ever known in that 
country. 

28. A monument is juft erefted by 
voluntary fubferiptions (particular- 
by trom the Marine Socicty) in the 
north crofs-aitle of Wettminfler- 
abbey, defigned and executed by 
J. and F. James Moore.—Above the 
elevation of a pedeital, containing 
the infcription, rifes a pyramid, at 
the top ot which is a lamp, emble- 
matic of perpetual light; under- 
neath, a medallion of the deceafed, 
adorned around ; #mmediately un- 
der which is a farcophagus, fup- 
pofed to contain his remains, ex- 
ternally decorated at the top with 
his arms and feftoons ; in the body 
of itis a relievo of Britannia, with 
her embiems of government, peace 
and war, trade, navigation, and 
lion, reprefenting the fociety, wih 
a benign countenance, diitributing 
cloathing to an almof naked boy, 
who receives it with joy and grati- 
tude. A fecond boy tupplicating 
for the like bounty, his dittreffes 
vifible by his imploring counte- 
nance; a third made happy, fited 
out and trained for fea, fuftuining 
a fhip’s rudder, and pointing up 
to the head of his benefactor. 
From behind the pyramid, on the 
right towards the top, proportion- 
ably to the relt, flies the Britith 
flag, over a conquered one ; on the 
other fide, that of the Society, with 
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jts motto, “ Charity and Policy 
united,” fimila: to the other. —The 
Epitaph ; . 
‘* Sacred to the memory of 
onas HANWAY, 
Who departed this life Sept. 5, 1786, 
aged 74. 
But whofe name liverh, and will 
ever live, 
Whilft ative Piety fhall diftinguifh 
The Chrittian, 
Integrity and truth fhall recommend 
The Britith Merchant, 
And univerfal kindnefs fhall charac- 
terife 
The Citizen of the World. 
The helplefs Infant nuriured through 
his care, 
The friendlefs Proftitute, fhelrered 
and reformed, 
The hopelefs Youth, refcued from 
mifery and ruin, 
And train’d to ferve and to defend 
his country, 
United in one common ftrain of gra- 
titude, 
Bear teftimony to their benefactor’s 
virtues. 
This was the Friend and Father of 
the Poor!” 

29. On the 2oth of lait month, 
as fome labourers were cutting turt 
in a bog near Empor-Ledge, in the 
county of Weftmeath, they touod 
at the depth of 18 fect, the body of 
a very tall man in an erect potture, 
where, in all probability, it has 
been for many centuries. On exa- 
mination, every part was as entire 
as at the day of bis death ; his fkin 
was in colour and conliftence like a 
half-tanned calf-fkin, and almott 
impenetrable; the few hairs that 
were fcattered on his head were 
remarkably coarfe, his ftature was 
fix feet three inches ; not the fmall- 
e(t remains of cloarhs were found 
around, nor could any mark of vio- 
lence be difcovered on the body. 
From this circumi{tance it is Conjece 


tured, that the unhappy wretch wa 
drowned at a time when the bee 
was a quagmire, or fhaking for, 
and having funk to the gravel ™ 
mained in that erect potture hows 
found in. The quagmire, in i 
courfe of many centuries, conf, 
dated into a bog, and thus preferr, 
ed the body more perfectly than if 
it were embalmed. 

30. At the lait meeting of 4, 
Sunday fchools fociety, it was re. 
ported by their committee, the 
fince the inftitution of the fog 
they had eftablifhed and affifted 43: 
fchools, containing 27,949 fcholay, © 
and that the feveral {chools hy © 
been fupplied with 33,554 Spelling. © 
books, 9393 Teftaments, and 1,98; 7 
Bibles. ‘ 

A great female perfonage, hea | 
ing lately that Mr. Raikes of Glow. | 
celter was at Windfor ona vifity | 
one of his relations, fent for hin U7 
to the Lodge, and exprefled a defie é 


to know by what accidenta thought, Ss 
which promifed fo much benefit» | ~ 


the lower order of the people as th se 
inftitution of Sunday fchools wif 


fuggefted to his mind; and whe 7 


effects were obfervable in cont 7 
quence on the manners of the poo. 7 


In a converfation which lafted mor [7 
than an hour, her majetty gree 
outly faid, that fhe envied thok Fy 


who had the power of doing gor, % 
by thus perfonally promoting the 
welfare of fociety, in giving ir F7 
flruction and morality to the ge Fy 
ral mafs of the common people, i Be 
pleafure from which, by her fit: 
tion, fhe was debarred.—Wohrt : 
glorious fentiment is this for 4 
queen !—Were this known amongt 
the ladies of the Britith nation, & 
would ferve to animate them #it 
zeal to follow the example whit 
the queen is defirous to fet betor 
them ! 


31» Advices from New Ores 
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1788. oc:c UR BE 
dared March 26, mention, that on 
Good Friday, at halt after one 
o'clock at noon, a fire broke out at 
a large houfe (the treafurer s) not 
far from the church, W hich burnt 
with irrefiftible fury ; and, commus 
nicating to the adjacent building, 
foon reached the guard-houfe, from 
thence to the church, and continued 
for five hours, carrying ruin and 
devatlation to all quarters of the 
town. There were neither fire- 
engines, buckets, hooks, or ladders, 
fo that every effort was vain, The 
whole town was laid in athes before 
eight o'clock at night, excepting 
the front row and two ftreets to the 
weitward, which were preferved by 
the wind blowing ftrongly the whole 
time from the fouth and fouth-eatt. 
Out of goo houfes, 1t is computed, 
that 700 are deitroved. 

The havock caufed by this dread- 
ful conflagration originated at the 
houfe of a zealous catholic ; who, 
not fatisied with worfhipping God 
in his ufual way, had a chapel, or 
altar, erected in his houfe, for the 
purpote ot paying adoration, and 
which he had illuminated with so 
of 60 Wax tapers, as if his prayers 
could not afcend to heaven without 
them; thefe lights being left neg- 
lecied at the hour of dinner, {et 
hre to the cieling ; from thence pro- 
ceeded the dettruction of the mott 
regular, weil-coverned, finall city 
nh tae wetlern world, 


AUGUST. 
1. On Friday the 2sth of July, 

. . “* ¢ 
te high court of julictary mee at 
Edinbur hy to pronounce fentence 

é - 

ipon James Granger, found guilty, 
bee } .< , . > . ‘ . 

* bis jury, ot h ving taken an attive 
porttn the combination among the 
Operative weavers, and the riots 
Which afterwards took place in Glaf- 
row and irc neiaht _—~¢ 
Bo" ana its neighbourhood, in Sep- 
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tember laft. (See vol. viii. for 
1787. p. (40). The verdict of the 
jury was read, ‘* that the prifonet 
fhould be carried back to the Tol- 
booth of Edinburgh, therein to re- 
main till Wednefday the 13th of 
Auguft next, on which day he 
fhould be publicly whipt through 
the itreets ef the city by the hands 
of the common executioner; that 
ne fhould then be fet at liberty, and 
be allowed ull the 14th of Oober 
to fettle his affiirs; after which he 
fhould dan'/h himielf trom Scotland 
for feven years, under the ufnal 
certifications in cafe of his again re- 
turning during that period.” The 
lord jullice clerk defining the opi- 
nion of the court upon the fentence, 
which fell to the court to pro- 
nouner, in confequence of the ver- 
cict of the jury; the judges all 
concurred in the heinoufnefs of the 
ofience ; but felt for tie prifoner, 
who, ull thofe unhappy ditturbances 
took plaice, had bc haved as a good 
and worthy ¢uizen; and lord Efke 
erove even wifhed that the public 
Whipping could be remitted. There 
were fome, he faid, fo callous, as 
to receive that chattifement with no 
other emotion than what the fmart 
of the lafh of the executioner oc- 
cafioned ; while there were others 
who had fo high a fenfe of the in- 
dignity, that they woyld rather al- 
mott fubmit to the lait punifliment 
of the law than endure ic; thefe be- 
ine his fentiments, he was extreme. 
ly forry to be under the necetlity 
of differing from the majority of 
the:r lordf{hips in the mode of pu- 
niiliment, though he perfectiy a- 
greed in the atrocioufnefs of the 
criune. Lord Swinton felt much tor 
the fituation of the prifoner; but, 
fitting as a judge, he thought him- 
felf bound to call in Fis judgment 
to correct thofe feelings, by way of 
exulh- 
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example for the benefit of fociety. 
The fentence, as before recited, was 
agreed to, and pronounced, 

4» Lord Hood having vacated 
his feat tor Weftminfter, by accepi- 
ing the office of one of the lords 
commiffioners of the admiralty, the 
eleGtion was fixed for Friday the 
s8th of July, when the poll com- 
menced ; the candidates being lord 
Hood and lord John ‘Vownthend, 
Ac the final clofe of the poll this 
day, the numbers appeared as tol- 
lows : 

Tot. poll 
each day. 

S64 

1005 

1665 

144 

955 

100§ 

823 
gid 

1026 

oO: 


Townfhend. Hood, 
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Friday, July 18, 572 
Saturday = 19, §2! 
Monday, 21, $26 
Tuctday, 22, $40 
Wedneiday, 23, 382 
Thuriday, 24, 517 
Friday, 28, 4038 
Saturday, 26, 302 
Monday, 28, 643 
"Tuefday, 29, 469 
Wednefday, 30, 308 
Thurfday, 37, 

Friday, Aug. 1, 

Saturday, Re 


Monday, 4y 
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Majority for lord J. Townthend, 823. 

Whereupon lord John Town- 
fhend was declared duly elected, 
and was chaired in a pioceffion fi- 
milar to that of Mr. Fox in 1784. 
(See vol. ve pe (35). Never was 
party virulence more confptcuous 
than inthiselection ; and the mobs, 
riots, and other difgracetul circume 
ftunces, thas were the confequences 
of that virulence, are much to be 
Ja newted, 

s. Latt week the feffions for the 
county of Norfolk ended, when 
thar happened, which was never 
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known to happen in the county | 

fore: the different keepers oj . 
piifons in the couuty came forwen 
and intormed the court, they hej 
no prifoners to bring before thes 
which happily furprif'd them. . 
faét, the conduct of the magithrars 
in the county of Norfolk is truly 
pattern tor other counties to goby: 
the exitling laws thus manaved a 
fully fuflicient. pe: 

At Leicetter affizes, was tried a 
adlion brought by Mr. Whetiop: 
againft the magitirates of that tom, 
to recover damages for the lols be 
fultained by a riotous mob, in dy 
night of December 1. who bre 
into his houfe, and deflroyed co. 
fiderable property. After a trialed 
four hours, a verdict was given fy 
the plantiff, with I'wo Hundred aa! 
Fourteen Pounds damages, 

Friday laft arrived at Lynn ip 
Norfolk, the Archangel, tron 
Greenland, captain Cook, with i 
fifh. It was with much diftculty 
fle got fafe there, having receive 
a deal of damage in a gale of wind 
which drove her againtt a field of 
ice. When this thip was in Greee 
land, captaiss Cook, the furgeo, 
and mate, went on fhore, when th 
captain was fcized by a monttros 
bear, which immediately hugged 
him with his paws; the captaa 
called to the furgeon to fire wt t 
creature, though at fifty yards é 
flance, which he did, and tortunae 
ly fhot the bear through the hea, 
which inftantly killed it, and cp 
tain Cook was by this means fare 
from being torn in pieces. 

6. On the conclulion of Mrs 
Siddons’ laft performance at baie 
burgh, the faculty of advocate 
prejented her with a piece of plat. 
a tea-tray, which weighed near ty 
ounces, with the following inferipi 


of yet more weight to the pers 
) 
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To Mrs. Siddons. 
As an acknowledgment of re{pet 
for eminent Virtues ; 

And of grotitude for pleafure receiv- 
ed from unrivalled talents. 
Edinburgh, July 1758. 

Rrighthelmflone, Aug. Three 
great Seiher marches were fought 
bere 10 Gay 5 an which the third 
was fatal. It was between Tyne 
and Earl. The latcer was the talier 
man, and a fhoemaker by trade ; 
Tyne isa taylor, and has fought 
feveral battles. They both, from 
the firft fet-to, fhewed great cour- 
aye, and wailed but little time in 
mancuvring. Tyne appeared to 
have moft fkill; but karl foughe 
very fait, and generally threw him. 
Ja the fecond round, Tyne’s right 
eye was clofed up, and in a few 
rounds more he cut Earl terribly 
over the face in feveral places, and 
aimed moft of his biows at the head 
and breaft. However, after a dread- 
ful confligt of 48 minutes, Tyne 
ftruck Earl under the left fide, and 
immediately clofed in, and threw 
him a mott dreadful fal!, which 
killed him inftantly. Several fur- 
geons, who were prefent, endea- 
voured to bleed him, and otherwife 
wle their fkill; but all to no pur- 
pole. The prince ot Wales has 
declared that he would have fome 
fettlement made on the neareft re- 
lution of the deceafed; but that, on 
account of the dreadiyl example he 
had then witnefied, he would never 
more either fee or patronize another 
ftage-tighr. 

Worecfer, Aug.7. Their majef- 
Nes and the three eldeft princeffes 
artived at eight o’clock on Tuefday 
evening at the bifhop’s palace in 
this city. The next morning, the 
bifhop, dean, chapter, and other 
clergy, waited on the king, when 
the ouvhop, in their name, addreffed 
his m jcity, who was pleafed to re- 
turn them a very gracious anlwer, 
1739. 
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and thev had the honour to kif his 
majefty’s hand. The corporation 
of Worcefter, were then introduced 
by the carl of Oxford, when the 
earl of Coventry, recorder of 
Worcetter, complimented the king 
in their name, in a very elegant 
and loyal fpeech, to which his 
majefty retutoed a gracious anfwer, 
and the corporation had alfo the ho- 
nour to kifs his majefty’s hand. 
The nobility and yentry of the 
county afterwards waited on the 
king, and his majefly conferred the 
honour of knighthood ‘on Mr. 
Charles Withers. 

Their majetties and the princeffes 
then aitended divine fervice #& the 
cathedral, where a charity fermon 
was preached by the reverend Dr. 
Langford, one of the canons of 
Windfor, and chaplain in ordinary to 
his majeity, forthe fupport of the 
widows and children of the three 
choirs of Worceficr, Gloucetier, and 
Hereford. 

Windfor, Aug. 18. Their majef- 
tes, andthe princefs royal, princefs 
Augutfla, and princefs Elizabeth, fee 
out from Cheltenham at eighe 
o’clock on Saturday morning lait, 
the nobility, gentry, and inhabi- 
tants of that place and its neigh- 
bourhood being affembled there, 
to teftify their refpeét on the occa- 
fion. At half an hour after one 
their majeflies and the princefles 
alighted at earl Harcourt’s feat 
at Nuneham, where they remained 
till near fix o’clock in the evening, 
and at half an hour after nine ar- 
rived in perfect health at their royal 
refidence, where they were received 
with every poflible demon ftration of 
of joy by all ranks of peoples In 
the courfe of this excurfion his ma- 
jefty vifited feveral of the nobility, 
&c. at their country feats. 

Reading, CUZ Qe On Wednefday 
morning lafl, about five o’clock, a 
fire broke out in the ftables belong- 


(©) ing 
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ing to the White Hast inn, at 
aidenhead, which confumed the 
fame, together with a barn full of 
wheat, and feveral adjoining build- 
ings : two perfons were in great 
danger of being burnt. On an cx- 
amination into the caufe of this ac- 
cident by the magiftrates, it appear- 
ed to have happened through the 
careleffnefs aud negligence of the 
two hoftlers at the inn, who had 
left two candles burning in the 
ftable at four o’clock, after fering 
out a waggon, and then going to 
bed and leaving them burning. 
Upon proof of this, Mr. Powey, 
high-fleward, Mr. Taylor, mayor, 
and Mr. Penfold, the magiftrate for 
the town, committed the faid hoftlers 
to the houfe ef coriefion at Read- 
ing, there to be confined and kept 
to hard labour for eighteen months, 
according to the dircctions of the 
aét of parliament made for punifh- 
ing fervants carelefsly ferting fire to 
houf-s or buildings. It is hoped, 
that the examp'e will be a warning 
to other fervants, and induce them to 
be more careful of fire in future. 
Dublin, Aug. 8. About twelve 
o'clock the river Liffey prefent- 
ed the moft extraordinary appear- 
ance from Ifland-bridge to the 
Upper-ferry. A variety of fith, ap- 
parently fiffocated in the water, 
were {een floating on the furface: 
many had turned on their backs, 
and were fo deftitute of motion and 
firength as to be eafily caught by 
the hand: amongft them were fal- 
mon, falm n-trout, flounders, and a 
variety of flat fifh. They were af- 
feed in the moft aftonifhing man- 
ner ; oni firft rifing to the furface, 
they plunged into the depth, but in- 
{tantly returned panting for breath, 
and in violent agony. This extra- 
ordinary circumftance is fuppofed 
to be owiny to the quantity of 
lime thrown into the mouth of the 
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harbour, from the works now cn 


rying on near the light-houfe, 
On the 14th Bre hy. privy. 


cil was held at Dublin Cafile, for 


urpofe of receiving the feals 
a heed Shantellor of his > 
for England, ; and his lordthip x. 
cordingly refigned them imo ty 
hands of the council during his 
fence from the kingdom, | 

26. Sir John Macpherfon jy 
prefented to his majefty an anime, 
called the Sia Goth. It is fimilary 
that prefented many years ago by 
the late lord Clive to his majy 
and the fecond of the kind em 
brought into Great Britain. ft} 
reckoned in India a very valuah 
prefent among the princes of tk 
country, as the animal js 
fearce, and ufed in bunting han 
and birds, in which it fhews exp 
ordinary dexterity, It is gentle, ani 
remarkably obi dient to his keepe 
It was fent to fir John Macpherfa 
by one of the princes in abliancewit 
the company. 

Kingfion, Jamaica, Fune 7. kis 
a melancholy fact, that upwardsd 
scoo head of horned quadrupel 
serifhed for want of fuftenance, dw 
ing the late dry weather, in threee 
four of the neighbouring parithes, 

27. The ceremony of prefentix 
the Indian ambaffadors at Verfils 
took place on Sunday the 1oth ie 
ftant. A fplendid throne was pre 
pared dans la falle d’ Hercule (ie 
cule’s-hall, in the king’s palace? 
Verfailles), and on that thronett 
king received them. The prot 
fion attending their introduction w 
very magnificent. The queenpt 
ceded in a beautiful whire dre 
elegantly embroidered with vanege 
ed flowers. Her breaft and flee 
knots, of rich diamonds, dazzled 
eyes of the gazing admirer, be 
chiefly her aigret, which was 
ed of brilliants of the pureft _o 
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The duke of Bourbon was in the 
royal retinue. The other princes 
of the blood did not attend. When 
his majetty had reached the throne, 
(after the etiquette of placing the 
queen, the royal brothers, and the 
princefles Elizabeth de Provence and 
¢’Artois on his right and left) the 
three ambafladors advanced tn {o- 
lemn flate, without mufic, accom- 

nied by twenty-four attendants in 
their Indian dreffes and muflin tur- 
bans, befpangled with filver and 

id. One of them carried a prefent 
for the queen in his hands, fhut up 
in a kind of box; it was thought to 
be pearls. The prefentation was foon 
over, and they returned to Trianon, 
where they had flept the preceding 
evening, and where they dined in 
their own way. In the afternoon 
they returned to Verfailles to en- 
joy the curious difplay of waters, 
with which they were exceedingly 
pleated. 

Particulars of the prefents fent 
by Tippoo Sultan to his moft Chrif- 
tian majelty : a remiffion, in the firft 
ve of nineteen lacks of rupees, 

alance acknowledged in his favour 
by the marquis de Buffy, general 
Duchemin, and M. de Suffrein, on 
account of thewar, A ¢rown, valued 
at twelve lacks. A ftar, and orna- 
ments forthe ribband, eflimated alfo 
twelve lacks. A fword, half a lack. 
Pearls to the queen, worth twelve 
lacks, and a bed of folid gold. In 
all above half a crore of rupees ; 
or conhderably mre than a million 
fterling. 

30. It is with pleafure we learn, 
that in a lecrer communicated by Dr, 
Wright, of Jamaica, to fir Jofph 
Banks, the real cinnamon tree of Cry< 
lon is now fucce(sfully cultivated in 
Jamaica, This noble plant (fayshe), 
with other valuable ones, was taken 
ina French fhip ; and admiral Rod- 
bey, attentive to national profperity, 
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refented them totheaffembly of that 
iland. One of the trees was planted 
in the botanic garden in St. Thomas 
in the Eaft; the other by Hinton 
Eaft, efq. in his noble gardens at 
the foot of the Blué Mountains. 
From thefe parent trees fome hun- 
dreds of young trees are already 
produced, from layers andcuttings, 
and difperfed to different parts of 
the country, in all of which the 
thrive luxuriantly withlittle trouble; 
we may, therefore, hope they will 
foon be a valuable addition to our 
commerce, 

3t- A beautiful maufoleum has 
been erected by earl Fitzwilliam, to 
the memory of his uncle, the late 
marquis of Rockingham, It is fitu- 
ated near a mile from the‘front of 
Wentworth houfe, the noble family 
feat, between Rotherham and Barnf- 
ley in York(hire. Itis 100 feet high, 
and forms a ftriking object, not only 
from the houfe, bur for many miles 
round the adjacent country. 

The bafement flory is of the De- 
ric order, twenty-nine feet fquareon 
the ourfide ; but the interior part is 
formed into a circular apartment, a- 
bout twenty-five feet diameter ; 
which is illuminated by three win- 
dows, and has the entrance on the 
north fide. In the centre of this ele- 
gant room, which has a dome, fup- 
portet! by eight columns of the Do- 
ric order, is a pedettal, on which is 
placed the flatue of the late marquis 
in his fenatorial robes, executed by 
Nollekens ; and, at each angle, is a 
niche, appropriated to the reception 
of the bufts of the late marquis of 
Granby, fir George Saville, and 
others of his intrimace friends, which 
are now preparing by the fame exe 
cellent arrift, . 

The fecond flory prefents, on each 
fide, a tiiumphal arch of the Coe 
rinthian order, in the cearre of 
which is an elegant farcophagus. 

(C 2) This 
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This of courfe is an empty one ; 
the remains of the late marquis hav- 
ing been inteired in the cathedral at 
York. 
. The third ftory confifts of a dome, 
fupported by twelve pillars of the 
fite order ; in the centre of 
which is to be placed the ftatue of 
Virtue, emblematical of the great 
and illuilrious qualities by which the 
truly patriotic marquis was diftin- 
guii ied. 

This fru@ure was begun in De- 
cember 1785, and the lait ttone to 
finith the dome, was drawn up on 
the rth infant, The ceremony of 
placing it was performed in the ac- 
éuftomed manner, by lord Milon, 
fon and heir to earl Fitzwilliam, a 
child about two years old. The 
young lord placed on the flone a 
bank note of ten pounds, for the 
workmen, in the prefence of the ear! 
his father, and a very numerous and 
refpectable company.——The archi- 
teét was John Carr, efq. The prin- 
cipal maton, Mr. ‘Thomas Hobion ; 
bur the work was chiefly conducted 
by his nephew, Mr. Samuel Sykes, 
who with nine others, performed the 
the whole, 


SEPTEMBER. 


ut. On Wednefday came on at 
Edinburgh, before the high court 
ot Jutticiary, the trial of William 
Brodie and George Smith, for break- 
ing into the general excile-office for 
Scotiand in the night of the sth of 
March laft, and ttealing bank-notes 
and money. The trial commenced 
at a quarter before nine in the morn- 
ing, and the evidence was not clofed 
ull after one the next morning, 
when the whole was fummed up by 
the lord advocate on the part of the 
crown, and by the priloner’s coun- 
fel. The lord juttice clerk then 
gave bis charge to the jury, which 


I PAL (Septemba, 
lafted till near fig o'clock, whe. 
they were inclofed, and at one q, 
turned a verdict, unanimoutly fod. 
ing the prifoners guilty. A motigy 
was then made for an arrett of j 
ment, which their lordMips ung, 
moutly rejected ; ard the lord juftig 
clerk paticd fentence oa the priiog, 
ers to. be executed on Wednefday 
the aft of O&ober. 

Hereford, Sept. 3. Yetterday mor. 
ing the foundation-ftone ef the gree 
nave of our cathedral was laid int 
prefence of a large concourfe Of peo 
pie, the bifhop, dean, and many men. 
bers of the church, attending, 

Inopening the old foundations of 
the cathedral, for the above pur 
pofe, a large flone being removed, 
a cavity of mafon-work was difo 
vered in which was found a fkeleton, 
with feveral pieces of very coark 
woollen cloth, faflened together 
with wooden fkewers ; but notth 
{malleft remains of a coffin. 

6. Saturday, a ftatue of fir Eyr 
Coote was erected in the Eatt Iods 
houfe, in the fame place wherea 
ereéted the ftatues of lord Clive, & 
miral Pococke, and general Law 
rence; and in a mich on a lim 
with them.* By order ot the & 
rectors, it is executed in a modn 
drets, and has on the infignia of th 
Order of the Bath. 

tne Thurfday the Golden Lia, 
eaptain Ravkin, of Liverpool, » 
rived in that port, from the Nort 
Sea, with thirteen fiih, of very lag 
fize. This veflel was one of thot 
which were embayed in the & 
whence the whole fortunately & 
tricated themfelves by the follow 
manceuvre : lying almoft im a list 
at a {mall diftance from each otbe 
the crews faiteved trong 
which communicated with ert 
fhip, and bound them together h 
this manner they continyed fx 
veral days, when a tiff wind at 
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-by-North filled all the'r fails, 
- Dei united force at length fer 
them free, Without much damage. 
Two thips belonging to Scar borough, 
three to Newcaftle and Boroughf- 
cowness, and a Swede, were thus de- 
ivered trom the moft imminent dan- 

er, aud failed for their refpec- 
tite ports in company, on the 14th 
of Auguft. mol 

St. Omer’s, Sept 9. Withina mile 
of this place is a camp for 40,000 
men. Lat night a play-houfe, 
built on the heath for the purpofe 
of the camp, broke down, du ring the 
reprefentation of Richard Ceeur de 
Leon, by which accident thirty per- 
fons were killed on the fpot, and 
upwards of one hundred and fifty 
were dangeroufly wounded ; among 
the latter was the principal aétrefs, 
who had her back broke fhort im 
two; the builder was inftantly 
feized and conveyed to prifon, for 
building the theatre in fo flight a 
manner. 

18, Atthe conclufion of the fef- 
fions, this day, at the Old Bailey, 
George Barrington (who kad beea 
apprehended fome months ago, 
charged with a robbery on the pet- 
fon of Mr. Le Mefurier ; and who, 
having effected his efcape, by the 
connivance of the conftable, from 
the Brown Bear, in Bow-ftreet, had 
thereby incurred the penalties of an 
outlawry, for not appearing to a 
bill of indictment preferred againt 
him) was put to the bar, and in- 
formed by the recorder, that he was 
to be remanded to Newgate. Ona 
this intimation, he thus uddreffed 
the court, with that propriety, and 
even eloquence, which he had more 
than once before occafion to difplay 
at the fame bar, 

** May it pleafe your Lordhhip, 
_.|' As Lam before the curt, and 
fl Co not trefpafs upon your lord- 
fiip’s ime, I humbly requeft that 1 
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may be permitted to {tate a few cir- 
comilances. Iwas removed froma 
very diftant part of the kingdom, in 
July lait, by'a wric of habeas corpus. 
Before the habeas was obtained, I 


knew nothing of a bill of indictment 


having been found againft me, andl 
had no knowledge of the éutlawry 


‘till Twas retnoved ro London : if 1 
‘had, I fhould have immediately fub- 


mitted 'toit; for, my lord, notwith- 
itanding the confident affertions 
which have appeared in fome ‘et- 
ronecous, I will not fay nialeve- 
lent, prints, and elfewherej''I am 
crédibly informed, the charge laid 
againft me, before the magiftrate, 
was merely on fu'pition 3° and it 
is very unreafonable ‘to ‘ fuppoft, 
that a perfon under fuch’ circum- 
ftances woald fubject himfelf | to 
a procefs fo fummary as wae 
who was at all aware of the confe- 
quences ; nor will the liberal fpirie 
of the laws’ doom a man to death bee 
caufe it appears that he has been 
negligent. As to the indictinent, ‘I 
am ready, my ford, to take my trial 
at a moment’s Warning ; and if, dn 
a fair and impattial Hearing, J fhall 
be convicted, 1 will bow to the fen- 
tence of the law With the moft fub- 
miffive obedience. But, my lord, I 
am given to underftand that I am 
not to be allowed the benefit of’a 
trial ; that a procefs-which has lain 
dormant forages is to be revive t in 
my particular inftance ; that fictions 
propagated in newfpapers are to be 
held as evidence: and anonymous 
infinuations to fupply the place of 

fatts, in order to prove me guilty. 
‘* Tam alfo given co underiland, 
my lord, that’by the adviters of the 
prefent meafure it is intended as a 
rece dent for the rifing generation. 
towever plautible this may found, 
however fairly it may promife to 
lead to popularity, I humbly con- 
ceive the rifing generation will have 
(C 3) but 
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bur little reafon to thauk fuch re- 
formers for curtailing the moft va- 
luable privilege of a Britith fubject, 
and eftablithing a precedent to fet 
afide the trial by jury, when the life 
of a fellow-iubject is at ftake, and 
where the crime at worft is but theft 
on fufpicion, neither perpetrat- 
ed. wit winlencs, nor aggravated 

cruelty. In the moit rigorous 
mdr of juftice,. candour fhould 
never be loft, If the genilemen 
concerned in the profecution per- 
fit in denying me a trial, either 
from a con{fcioufoefs of inability to 
prove my guilt, or from a mifguided 
furs againit an untortunate man, 
who has never been accufed of vio- 
lence or cruelty even by the voice 
of Salumnny itfelf, however laud it 


may have been raed agaiatt him ; 
yet I troft the court, trom the dic- 
tates of renevolenee, will not deny 
~me the means o! deience which a 
cafe f) hard gad uncommon may 


require. . 

* The gentlemen concerned on 
the part of the profecution have been 
applied to for iceave for my counfel 
and folicitor to examine the pro- 
ceedings .gainft me, and they have 
been venied, Surely they will not 
keep we altogether in the dark, and 
deprive me of all poffibiliay of de- 
fending myfelf. The occupation of 
a furgeoon is ag all times lined, 
without an exteniive acquaint- 
ance, and many friends, wich an 
unblemifhed character. It mud be 
fill more fo in a prifon, which can- 
not afford even moderatcemulumentr, 
and where I find the expence to be 
very be.vy. 1 am, theretore, under 
the neceflity of requeiting thet your 
lordhhip will have the goodnets to 
recommend that my counfel and {oli- 
citor may be enabled to intpect the 

roceedings.” 

The coust heard this fpeech with 
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(Septembe, 

profound attention, and 

corder replied as follows : 
** Mr, Barrington, 

*¢ It is only neceflary for me » 
obferve to you, in the fituation jp 
which you at prefent ttand, thar 
appear to be committed, mored fy 
habeas corpus to the gaol of N 
under a judgment of outlawry,aliog, 
ed to be duly pronounsalll 
you, If that judgment had 
returned on record to this court, th 
arguments which you have advan 
ed would have had great weighy, 
As you have been attaioted by th 
judgment of the law, the only thi 
this court could do with chat atrais. 
der, while it remains in force and wp. 
referved, would be not to pranoung 
judgment, but to award execution 
the fentence of the law. 

** The court has been informed 
that it is the intention of the 
fecutor to remove the proceed 
into his majefty’s court of King’s 
tench. 

«© It occurs to me, that thisis. 
tention is proper, both from th 
confequences of the precedent » 
the public, and it is favourablen 
you, as giving you an opportuniy 
to bring a writ of crror in thet coun, 
which has the fupreme juriftidie 
in the kingdom in order to revert 
thatoutliwry, if any error fhould 
found in the proceedings. 

‘¢ It only remains, therefore, 
take notice of another circum 
ftance,—the application you him 
made to infpect the proceedings 
which pot being before the cour, 
this court can make no order onthe 
fubject which could be compulloy, 
and a recommendation pronounet 
by perions in a judicial ficuatiey, 
in cafes where they have no autho 
rity to make an order, is impropt 
Your applicarion, unlefs ou @ 


obtain a copy of the proceeding ¥ 


the 1, 
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the confent of the profecuror, | muft 
be made to the court of King’s- 
bench. After the record is returned 
before them, if the court think it 
proper, they will order it, and will 
take care that you fhall not be pre- 


jadiced in point of tine, but that 
you thall haye a proper opportunity 


of urging by ccunfel whatever may 
be deemed mareria. 

“ The legal confequences of the 
outlawry, aad the effect of the at- 
tainder, if not reverfed, is she judg- 
ment of death, in point of law, al- 
ready extended againit you ; and this 
is not Obfolete law, but is the un- 
doubted fubatting law of this coun- 
tay. Courts of juttice, however, 
confidering that, in fome cafes, it 
may be a halty operation of the law, 
have always liftened to every at- 
tempt to affign errors in the out- 
lawry, by which the attainder may 
be reverted, and the party labouring 
under it rettored to the benefit of a 
trial by his country. 

** ] have no doubt, but when this 
matter comes betore the court of 
King’s-bench, they will thew all the 
indulgence which the law wi!l per- 
mit,” 

Oxford, Sept. 20. A few days ago 
a wie aie oh, of mott beautifal 
plumage was (lot in the parifh of 
Ath, in Surrey, by a farmer of that 
villages The fame bird had been 
{prung in the covey, and fhor ar, a 
fw days preceding, by the marquis 
of Lothan, to whom it was af.er- 
wards preicated by the farmer. His 
lordfhip has employed Mr. Elmer 
to make a painting of it. 

22. An anonymous letter was late- 
ly received by lord Bute, including 
Bank notes to the value of 3000l. 
The few lines that accompanied it 
tated merely, « that it was to he 
tuken as the payment of a cebt ;” 
bur of whar narwie his lordfhip can 
form no conjecture. 
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29- William Gill, efg. elected 
lord mayor: the chamberlain and 
other officers, re-elected as ufual, 


OCTOBER. 


1, Monday Mr. Wyatt of Pall- 
mall, received a letter by the penny- 
poft, in which which was incloh a 
10l, bank-note. In the letter was 
written: ‘* Sir, about four years 
ago I was drove to great diftrefs, 
and robbed you on Hounflow- heath 
of feven guineas ; the only robbery 
lever committed. I have jufthad a 
plentiful fortune left me, and bave 
fent you the incloféd, which. will 
pay the! principal’ with intereft,— 
Signed S. T. 

2. The underwriters of London, 
as a teftimony of gratitude for emi- 
nent fervices and meiits, have order- 
ed an elegant fervice of plate to be 
prefented to James Wemyfs, efq. 
now refident at Muflelburgh in the 
neighbourhood of Edinburgh, laté 
commander of the Chriftiznus Seps 
timus, in the Eaft India ‘trade, who 
on the 4th ef Auguft 1786, in his 
fingle veflel, at Succadana, on the 
coaft of Borneo, engaged with, mo 
beat off, feveti pirat cal Malacca vef- 
fels, after having been boarded by 
the Malays, and by his bravery fav- 
ed fis ‘hip. The officers and crew 
of the Chriflisnus Septimus, have 
alfo been handfomely rewarded for 
their bravery on the wbove acca: 
fion, , , 

3. On the if inftant, Witham 
Brodie and George Smigh, for robs 
bing the excife-oflice at Edinburgh, 
were executed at the new gallows, 
lately ereéted at the wett'end of the 
Lukenbooths. Brodie appears to 
have been the very Machcath w hich 
Gay drew fome years before he was 
born. When dre fling to go to the place 
of execution, and the ininifler came 
to pray by him, he defired him to make 
(4) his 
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Ne praje prayer a6, it as polib'e pie 


te, 43 th e 
sits wat a ‘He wee his 


his hair el fled, and put on 
@ full fuit ot a ; {ported with the 
executioner ateth pe sellons, who had 
brought rope unht, for the purpole 
row hich. they. were provided. 
‘ith, on the other hand, waé al- 
her as penitent, “and died like a 
itiqn, Brodie died like a bra- 
fo—Such characters as his, in- 
ad of meeting wih applaufe, 
il be vid jin dereilation, 
bilagelphia, i ay ie. The judi- 
gious. mandgement 0 the feral 
convicts. j jn the. workhoule of this 
city, under the new: penal law, me- 
rits great approbauop, ‘Thefe wo- 
en, who entered that prifon with 
diffolute difpofitions, equally un- 
willing. a9 incapable of engaging 
in any profitable eipploymrent,, have, 
by a ftrict but not cruel faperin- 
ET been, gradually reconcil- 
¢d.to labour, and indufiry, and, by 


ere attention, have been in- 
ficuel n_ feveral ufeful ahd in- 
‘Befides | fur- 
ifhing coarfe linen and articles of 
Ciao tie! wear, ‘for the convicts’ of 


am uae, 


heather, 1 a yer confidérable 
gusty of ut has been made 
or public fale this: unhap 
fileshoo sm ow by before ar aoraet 
wo Sey Lidinch of thas manufac- 
ture. By fuch means, puvifhment 
is directed to its nobleft end, the re- 
garepaton of the off der; who hav- 
jag th us acquired i by which an 
honeft livelihood may be obtained, 
‘will be under po remptation to re- 
tuya, to the paths, af vice, and may 
hereafter make atonement to foci- 
ety for thofe tramgreilions, which 
more frequently proceed from the 
Want of reputable refoyrees, than 
from mere depravity of mind, 

6. | Mrs: Harlock, of Ely, has im- 


proved the mecbaniim of pump- 
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work ina vety ‘great des ree. Heyy 


invented a pump with ‘a nwo 


bore, thar will raife‘a barrel of, 
ter ina es 


AA sety readful calamity 
it betall “7 fe town of KF . 
mn the Ovk heys -— Owing ip 
heavy: raié that ‘fell on the’ as 
4th of Ofober, ‘the two dam 
adjoining to the town, ‘On the 

of Papdale (which is” dry | in fi 
ter $ broke down fuddenly, 
three o ’clock én ‘the “sth, cite 
and the vaft quantity of water (op 
tained in.them’ burit with fidhs 
mazing rapidity, ‘carrying Ri 
ftones before it, that no hupian is 
éition could pteverst it progréGt t 
overflowed the largeft, richell, aed 
moft populou: part of the town, di 
taining above 1600 fouls, ‘The'?dridy 
was damaged greatly ; flones tin 
out of the ftreets, and abore tiy 
hundred houfds, thaps, and apart 
ments laid under water. 
wafhed out of theth, and vat quar. 
tities of furniture, teal, ale be 
rels, tubs, bed- cloaths, &c, &e. 
tally deftroyed. — 

Florente,' Sept. 26. The gran 
duke has jufl fuppreffed, the nus 
ciature in ‘Tufeiny, and given w 
the archbifhops and bithops the cog 
nizance -of the caufes which fo 
merly belonged to that cribunil, 
The: nuncios tte pow to be confide. 
edin no other light than as ambé 
fadors from the pope. 

Paris, Of.6. M, Gois, profe 
for of the roy al academy of pai 
ing and feulpture of Paris, has pre 
duced, under the direction, anda 
the principle of M. V incent, ee 
feffur of the Veterinarian fchool, the 


model of a flead horfe, completen 


all the minutelt parts of anatomy, 
He propotes to exhibit many othe 
animals in the fame manner, foa 
fulutely neceflary to painters 


iy uLpiors. 
th. 72 
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vy, Thedaperor®'of Morocco 
piefented ete? atc reer ears 
: ‘Mequlivez, with ‘the: cap- 
py a ae ‘chew ot the Bnptich 
fain, mare, te # 
Haeo Midere’d,? which Was cat 
gury Heat Cope ‘Bojabor ia March 
wit. They arrived ro ey a 
pavfengers in the Delft Datch wi " 
J : r. sii ee iae i? : f 
ni . Mr Witkin fon of Ca trmelt, 
in Litneafltroy. “whofe ingendity ‘is 
univerfully acknowle ed, ‘has! re+ 
ceived orders fot cliitidg’ pepes for 
an extent af fury fhites, é o-fapply 
ihe city of Patis with water oC 4 

(67 ‘On Saturday Mnotning,” be+ 

iween “Ohe ahd ' three ‘o’elockj*the 

alace of the-archbithdp ‘of Cabter 
Lary was broke! Gpéw by Tome vik 
Jains, who gor dvér the: garden Wall 
and entered the’ Route by breaking 
throdgh ‘the brickwork: which! has 
been recéntly erected ‘to’ block apa 
door at the étid-of the’ paflage, that 
Teds initnediately “to | the ‘platé- 
rooms, ‘whence they “tole «plate to 
the amount of wpwards of 20001.— 
And this inoffling,’ berWeen twelve 
and one, Richard Coventry, a tight 
erman, was navigating a barge'trom 
Lonvon-bridge,’'to'the Surreyide 
of Black-friats. “About ’a halfway 
up Bank-lide he was fet faft by the 
tile; he moored the barge and 
was returning home, when paffing 
through the alley, clofe to Bank- 
fide-pond, at the back of the Goat- 
Ale-houfe, he difeoverd alight in a 
cafpenter’s yard, and heard the 
found of hammers ; he was induéed 
to be curious, and difcovered ‘five 
perfons hammering tankards, tu- 
reens, fpoons, &c, &c. the witenfils 
appeared to be covered with dirt and 
filth. It ftruck him that this was 
the plate which was ftélen from the 
archbifhop, dnd he immediately call- 
ed his fellow bargeman and a bsy, 
and arming themfelves with two old 
pitols and a cutlafs, they burit into 


the place, and furpvifed the thicees 
ar their work: fouriof them goroft— 
the fifth jumped” upon a pile of tim- 
er, bur being furtounded Wag 'ob- 
‘liged' to detcend, and was tukef i 
to ¢uftody by the watchmen. “Rour 
datge bays’or yr were fourld w 
the ‘fpot, “atid othef all tant 
bert — beew thrown ‘into the 
adjoining ditch. The plate'was 
duced, ‘arid feveral pintenee te se 
deat élofe tugether,10-as to render 
ic impothble ro be identified; but ir 
Wwastiot forwith the greater uafitity, 
which was Clearly proved ty be’ the 
property of the atchbdifitep,—The 
prifotier, whole ‘namic’ is Kdwards, 
was"' committed! to ‘the New Fait, 
Svothwark. +» tL _.efoitstiog 
48y William Everatn and Samuel 
Dawfon,' two boys, about ‘fourrech 
years old,’ were wied tt the Giild- 
‘hall, in Weftminter, for feldniowfy 
afiaulting Franves'-Gilfon, (with in- 
tent to burn and deltroy her elotiies, 
by malicivufly ‘Throwing ‘upda her 
apparel}‘w Cevtala quanuty of oil bf 
vitriol. ie — s es Bows 
“oThis offence is: made tranfportat 
ton ‘by ftature’ 6'Geo. 1. fubjeet 
to’ 'the exercife of! a -difcretionary 
power in the court’ts iodcrate the 
punifhment actording’ to the cir- 
cumftances of the cafe.” 

The profecutrix depofed, that as 
fhe was paffing about her’ lawful bu- 
‘finefs, the prifoners being together, 
one of them came up to her atid faid 
to the other, ‘* do it,” and that in- 
{tantly they threw fomething upon 
‘her clothes, which very much burnt 
‘them. ” | 

The prifoners made no defence, 
‘but an apothecary in ‘ Oxendon- 
ftreet, their malter, gave them a 
‘good Character. They were: both 
found guilty of this offence, and of a 
fimilar one agait ft Sophia Burnham. 

After Mr. Mainwaring had con- 
fulted with the other magiftrates, he 
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cof You have been convicted of a 
erime: the moft, dangerous to the 
community at large, fince no per- 
fons who have occation to walk the 
Breet, would be fefe cither by day or 
night, were offences of this defcrip- 
tion to be committed, without the 
mot exemplary puvifhment.. It is 
as wicked in its intention, 43 mif- 
chievous in its confequences 3) for 
there is no knowing where it. might 
end. The legiflature, therefort, has 
jualy. annexed, to a crime of,fuch 
magnitude, the greateft punidament 
Ahort of that of death, namely, tran{- 
portation. It is not without fuch 
difficulty, that the court have for- 
borne to featence you to the moft r- 
gorous punishment the law will al- 
low... It is the confideration of your 
tender ycars, that-inclines them to 
mercy. With forrow, however, 1 
obferye, that, you appear cotdlly, un- 
concerned in your. prefent) unfor- 
tunate fituation. Every perfon. in 
court feems to feelfor yowmore than 
you do for yourfelves. Unhappy 
youths, thedeprayity of your minds 
appears but too, evidens ; 1 hope, 
however, the fentence | .am about 
10 pronounce,; will:lead you to-that 
falutary reflection and compuaGion 
of heait that; may. work a change jp 
your tusure life, and induce you to 
become ufeful, initead of injurious 
to fociety.”” t 4, 

Mr. Mainwaring theo pronoync- 
ed the tentence, * that the prifon- 
ers be confined in prifon for the af- 
fault on . Frances,.Gilfon, three 
months, and be whipped ‘in gaol ; 
and for the affaule on Sophia Burn- 
ham, the further term of three 
mynths, and to be alfo whipped iv the 
fad gaol.” The fecond imprifon- 
ment to commence trom the ex- 
-piration ot che fir, 


20 A cafe refpecting the gay 
laws came on inthe court of Ki 
bench, Norgrave verfus Othan, 
— gs that this was anadioy 
of trefpafs, ht by the plaj 
againit the Gefetsisar on he 
hare. This hare was fared ont 
plainriff’s grounds, but was killed 
the ground of Mrs. Child, to whom 
the defendant was gamekeeper, This 
gamekeeper came up, whipped th 
plainsiff’s dogs away from the har, 
and rode off with it. 

| Lord.Kenyon faid, it would 
proper to. take a fpecial verdia anj 
to make a cafe of it, as it waso 
gteat importance to the people g 
wealth in the country. . There wy 
an old tradition refpecting chance. 

or Cowper: A man came over his 

ands, and when his lordfhip found 
fault, with him he faid, that ever 
man who. tlarted a hare in hisom 
ground, ought to. purive and. til 
it--only, if. he went on another 
perfon’s ground, an action mi 
be breught, of trefpafs. The cha» 
cellor faid it might be fo, and the 
the man might be ,a_ better lawyer 
on this point than hewas. His lord 
fhip obferved, there was. fome cur 
ous difcuffion on this point in Black, 
fione’s Commentaries. . 
Lard Kenyon faid, he belierl 
there was .a difference made with 
refpect to. certain, kinds of ave 
mals which were killed on anothe 
man’s ground, as in the cafe of 
foxes; no action of tre{pafs could 
be brought in this cale,  becaule 
it. was for the goud of fociety tha 
fuch animals fhouki, be killed 
There was, no affaule upon 
plaintiff's dogs, Lecaule non confsh 
bur the defendant whipped them a 
the hare to prevent them frum tet 


ing her to pieces, which was 


neceflury. His lordfh:p recommen: 
ed it to Mr. Erfkine to take a 
dict for a Mhilling, and to — 
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cafe of it. His lordfhip not being 


in of the law on this point, the 
saly cireumftance to be referred to 
the confideration of the court was, 
When a hare was flarted upon one 
man’s ground, and killed upon the 

nd of anucher, whofe property 
it was. - 

His lordfhip faid, it bas been held, 
thata diitre(s might be taken of deer 
in an enclofed park; but if they 
were in a foreft, and have got out of 
the purlieus of the foret!, they then 
became general property. 

22. Letiers from Rofeau, in Do- 
minica, mention a dreadful hurri- 
cane in that ifland, en Thurfday the 
igth of Auguft. Such was the de- 
vaitation it occafioned, that the pof- 
felons of the planters, in many 
places, exhibited a very melancholy 
picture. —At Martinico, the hurrt- 
cane Was more dreadiul (till; whole 
parifhes having been Laid waite, and 
many lives loft. 

Baltimore, July 253. Laft Wednef- 
day night came on the fevereit 
ttorm ever experienced here at this 
teafon of the year. The wind at 
KE. N. E. blew with unabated fury 
(accomapnied with heavy rain) tor 
upwards of twelve hoars, which oc- 
cafioned a moft dresdful innunda- 
tion of the fea, that deluged all the 
wharfs, flores, and low grounds near 
the Bafon a.d at Fell’s Point, pro- 
ducing a fone of devaflation and 
horror not to be defcribed. Im- 
menfe quantities of fugar, rice, falt, 
dry yoods, and other valuable mer- 
chandize, were entirely ruined. 

Peterfourch, (America), July 31. 
In the night or Wednefday the 23d 
inftant, we had a mott violent itorm 
of wind and rain, which increafed 
during the night to fuch a degree, 
#8 to Slow down many very large 
irees, unroofed feveral houtes, de- 
firoved a confiderable quantity of 
ladion corn, fruit, and did other 
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material damage. The deftruAion 
among the veffels in Elizabeth Ri- 
ver and Hampton Road, furpaffes 
any thing of the kind ever known ta 
have happened in this “ev 
Many were driven a conliderab 

diftance on land, fome are totally 
loft, and hardly one but what has 
received fuch damage as to be ren- 
dered incapable of proceeding to fea. 

Edinburgh, OF. 23. Yetterday a 
leather cannon (made by Gavin 
Wilfon, for fir John Sinclair, of 
Ulbfter, baronet), was proved jin 
the King’s Purk here. The expeii- 
ment gave great fatisfaction to all the 
company prefeut, The cannon was 
fired three time's without the {fmall- 
elt apparent injury to the leather. 

Paris, OF. 18,° The king has 
lately made a reform in the law pro- 
ceedings againft criminals in his do- 
Mihiohs, which does yteat credit to 
his humanity. 

Firft,—he has abolifhed the tor- 
ture i toto; for, by a former edi&, 
only that part or fpecies of it was 
abolifhed, which was called Ja quef- 
tion preliminaire, or preliminary tor- 
ture. 

Secondly, —he has directed . that 
count! fhall be immediately affigned 
to every perfon accufed, that he ma 
have every legal afiiftance, and be 
able to avail himfelf of any point of 
law that may Mate in his favour. 

Thirdly, —he has made it par: of 
the law. ot the land, that fehtence of 
death {hall nor be paffed in future on 
any one, unlefy the parry accafed 
fall have been pronounced guilty 
by a majority of at leaft three 
judges, 

N. B. In France the judges are 
the only jurors, and as the law ftood 
before, a majority of one was fuf- 
ficient to condemn a prifoner, In 
future, a majoriry of one may ac- 
quit ; bur there mutt be a majority 
of three to condemn, 

Fourthly, 
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rthly,—rhis majefty has_or- 
| Bre des fall inform 
the counfel for the prifoner, what 
the judgment is to be, but that it 
thalf no pafs till the very day of 
execiition ; and that, all forfeitures 
to.the crown fhall have relation ta 
the day on which the judgment is 
,and not to that on which the 
crime is committed, 
'“"ThislatLarticle has given,a ftrong 
furpreffion of, the.difintereftednefs of 
the kin who jnftead of fending his 
judges to hunt after forfetjtuires, has 
alfe¥déd Convitts ‘the opportunity of 
Fecuring their property and effects to 
their family. 
29. Of the many trials which 
have‘been nade for the prevention 
of fite, under thé conduct of David 
Hartley, efg. that on Wednefday latt 
at the houfe on Putney Common 
wis, by farihe moft fuccefsful, . The 
Tate experiment was made in confe- 
quence of a fuggeftion thrown out 
by the foveytign on a former occa- 
fion. His majefty approved highly 
of the foriver, made of double lath- 
ing, &c.. as applicable to houfes to 
be erefted in future, but wifhed that 
fome, prevention. of ,a figilar nature 
could be. afplied to houfes already 
butlt., Fhe mode adopted in the late 
experiment was, underlaying the 
“Hoors, &c. with theets of very thin 
copper ; and thie expedient was 
found to be of tt mof powerful 
ees Itnot ovly repelled the flame 
40 the fir inilance, but io every 
experime nt oppoted its progrefs by 
preveming toe paflage of the ai 
through the interitices of the floor- 
wg. The fairs were repeatedly fer 
on fireat the. different landing-places: 
large quantities of combuitibles were 
placed in aclor and on the floors ; 
and the tlames iffued with uncomen 
violence through the windows ; yet 
the fire never fpread irfelf heyond 
the {pot where it was firk kindled, 
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and feyeral perfons remained in th 
upper floor without 'cceiving 
injury, “Acc that 0! fiogeing gh 
eye-brows by peep ne too cunmel 
sue of the mt pil . Ny 
Mr. ‘Sheridan, lord Duncango, 
and fir Edward Hughes, were De 
fene atthe experiment. A ¢ 
mittee frem the court of alder 
amongft whom were tir Wak 
Lewes, Mefirs. Boydell, Swayue, 
and Pickett, attenited alfo in cop. 
fequence of g previous refolution, 
Ferfailles, O8. 27. The Siew 


Lefigps, vice conful at Cronflade, pho 


was employed in the expedition yp. 
der count de la Peyroufe, in quality 
of interpreter of the kmg aay 
Rufhan language, arrived here th 
17th, and had the honour to bein. 
mediately prefented to the king by 
the count de la Luzerne, Hews 
charged with difpatches and th 


charts,and journals of the cougté 


Ja Peyroufe, on the 30th Sept. 198, 
from the port of Avathka, or &, 
Peter and St. Paul, the fouthen. 
mott of the neareft ifland of Kam 


icharka. 


The thip which, the Ruffians fend 
aonually from Okoifkoi to Ayath, 
having failed laft year, the Siew 
Lefleps determined to trarel by 
land ail. round the fea of Okothke 
or Penging, to gain the grand gor 
tincnt of Afia, but the bad fealo 
gnd frequent florms kept him new 
the ifland until the 2°th of jam 
arty following, when he began hi 
route along the coaft of Kamichath, 
Artiving at the itihmus which joie 
this land to the continent, he west 
ov the coaft of the fea of Pengws, 
palling by Ingiga, and after may 
difficulties and dangers he arnt 
on the gth of May at Okotfko. 
This, part of his journey he, pe 
formed on fledges drawn by tht 
Kamfchatdale dogs, or reinsseet, 


according to the cuttom of the cow 
vy 
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try he paffed through. et sate 
flowing of immenie rorrents, ON ac- 
gpunt of the melting of the ice, 
kept him at Okotikot ull the 8th of 
June. The moment the Lena was 
navigable, he embarked, and retura- 
ed up that river as high as Juf- 
koutiki, where he arrived the be- 
inning of Avguft. He fet out 
oat on the sith, and pafied 
through Tomk, Tobolfki, Cathe- 
rineburgh, Kifan, Nynei-Nocogo- 
rod, Mofcow, Tuer, and Novogo- 
rod-Velikoi, crofing all the wide 
rivers of Siberia. He performed 
this journcy ow a kibith, or R ufhan 
carriage, unhung, and arrived at 
Peterfburgh the 25th of September. 
He leit that city on the 20th. His 
excellent conflatution, his ardour, 
and activity, enabled him to fup- 
port the fatigues and dangers at- 
rendant on a journty of 4000 
leagues, through fuch uofrequent- 
ed and thinly-inhabited countries. 

The following is an extract of 
the difpatches which he brought to 
his mott Chriftian majefly from the 
count de la Peyroufe. 

The king’s frigate La Bouffole and 
L’Attrolabe, the fermer commanded 
by the count de la Peyroufe, and the 
latter by vifecount de Langle, failed 
from Brett the 1ft Auguit, 1785. 
Atter having touched at the iiles 
of Madeira and Teneriffe to get in 
fume wine, and thofe of Martin Vas 
and Trinity, to afcertain their geo. 
graphical pofitions, they made Dawe 
refearches in the Southern Ocean, 
and paffed the {trait of Le Mair the 
25th January 17386. 

Oa the agth of February the 
count put in at Conception Buy, in 
Chili, The 8th of April he ap- 
proached the Eafter Iilands. On 
the 28th of May he was ip fight of 
Owhyhee, where captain Couk fo 
Unlortunately ended his glorious 
Sarcer. The count was particularly 
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attentive in eximinitg fuch iMands 
as tthe celebraced Engtith navigator 
could not vilic. He left the Sind- 
wich Iflands on the rft of June, 
bent his courfe to North America, 
and caft anchor near its coaft, on the 
34 of that month, at the height of 
Mount St. Elias in 60 dexrees of lati- 


‘tude. He has examined that part of 


the coaft comprehended between the 
point of his f.tion, and the port of 
lontrery, at 365 degrees of lati- 
tude. 

Captain Cook, owiug to contrary 
winds, could reconnoitie but fome 
portions of it, from diftance to di- 
ftance, and hid only gone down as 
far as the 43d degree. The count 
has conneéted his difcovertes with 
thofe of the Eoglif navigator, and 
with the refearches made by fea 
and land by the Spaniards of Cali- 
fornia. He fer fail from port Mont- 
trery the 24th of September, tra- 
veried the great ocean, in order to 
go to the comtinent of Afia, and dif- 
covered, in croffiag it, fome uninha» 
bited iflands. 

The 15th of December he was in 
fight of Affoon Song, one of the 
Mariana iflands, and caf anchor the 
3d of January 1787 at Macao, 

He quitted Macao on the 6th of 
February, and proceeded on the 
28th to Cavica in Manilla Bay, where 
he took in fome provifions for his 
further voyage. He left Manilla the 
gth of April, and after having pafled 
to the ealt of Fermofa, diredied his 
courfe between the ifles of i 
and the peninfula of Corea, the eatt- 
ern parts of which he examined, and 
went up as high as ¢2 degrees, by 
a narrow channel, unknown to Eue 
ropean navigators, and formed by the 
coafts of Ealtern Tartary on one fide, 
and by two large iflands on the other, 
on fome parts of which he made the 
neceflary obfervations. The north- 
ern extremity of this channel hav- 


ing, 
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ing been found obftructed by thelves 
and fands, that rendered the paf- 

im icable, he refumed his 
courfe fouthward, and difcovered in 
46 degrees of latitude a ftraic that 
led him to the fea, which lies weft 
of the Kurile ifles, through which 
he found a paffage, and thence went 
to Avatha port, on the fouth fide of 
the peninfula of Kamfchatka, where 
he caft anchor the 6th of Septem- 
ber. 

A five months navigation in an 
unknown fea, in the midi of thick 
fogs, almoft conftantly rifing, muit 
have been extremely painful and 
dangerous, but it will be of great 
fervice in clearing upa very interctft- 
ing point in geography ; it will fur- 
nith a perfect knowledge of a vatt 
tract of land, of which the very ex- 
iftence was doubted ; and thefe dif- 
coveries will add new lights to thofe 
made by the Ruffians in that north- 
ern pait of the globe. The people 
who inhabit the iflands the count has 
vifited had not the leaft idea of the 
Europeans, or of any other nation 
of the great continent; they were 
very humane and hofpitable ; but 
their foil afforded no productions, 
that may invite, in the leaft, our 
trading veffels. The crew were in 
perfect health on the joth of Sep- 
tember 1787 ; and, although thefe 
two frigates have been two years at 
fea, thereis not the leaft appearance 
of the fcurvy on board of eithey. 
The conftant and paternal care of 
the officers for the welfare of their 
fellow-adventurers, will preferve 
them, it is to be hoped, till the end 
of their voyage, from thofe mala- 
dies that may be looked upon as 
additional dangers in long naviga- 
tions. After having taken in fome 
' provifions at Avatfka, the count pro- 
pofed to put to fea again on the rsth 
of O&ober, to explore the fouthern 
hemifphere. It was fuppofed he 
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might return to France j 
Augut 1789. * July 

2g. At a numerous and 
fpeétable meeting of gentlemen gf 
the medical profeffion, at theG 4 
Inn coffee-houfe, Holborn, ”) 
ed by public advertifement, for the 
purpofe of taking into COn fideratigg 
the expediency of forming a «9, 
ciety for the Relief of the Widow 
and Orphans of Medical Men, in th 
City of London and its Vicininy® 
it was unanimoufly determined ty 
a fociety fhoutd be eftablithed, ug. 
der the above mentioned title, 

Several regulations were 
to, and the following gentleme 
were elected into office for thee 
fuing year, 

PRESIDENT. 
Sir George Baker, 
VICE PRESIDENTS, 


Dr. Healde, Mr. Grindall, 
Dr. Milman, Mr. Pitts, 
Dr. Garthfhore, John Hunter,eh, 
Dr. Lettfom, Mr. Blizard, 
Dr. Blane, Mr. Moore, 


Sir Wm. Fordyce, Mr. Nevifon, 
TREASURERS, 
Dr. Douglas, Dr. John Sims, 
Dr. Denman. Dr. Dennifon, 
REGISTER. 
Dr. Hawes. 
DIRECTORS. 
Dr. Squire, Mr. Parkinfon, 
Dr. Cooper, Mr. Ridout, 
Rice Davis, efq. Mr. T. Wheeler, 
Mr. Rendall, Mr. Taylor, 
Mr. Beaumont, Mr. Pugh, 
Mr. Milward, Mr. G. Willos. 
SECRETARY. 
Mr. William Chamberlaine. 
30. Coloncl Cathcart, late am 
baffador from Great Britain to th 
emperor of China, died on boar! 
the Veftal frigate in the ftraits 
Banca, and his remains were butitd 
in a fmall ifland, the territory # 
the Dutch, with an infcription © 
his memory, cut on a wooden 
! 
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nb ode of Jae Staci, 
manccre 

the Sothe death of the: colvnel, the 
Veitul returned, and touched at the 
Cape, where the circumMance was 
nade known to colonel Gordon, the 
Dutch commaiwant. The conned 
were convened, and refolved to dif- 
tch a frigaté with marble, ftone, 
Ke. to ereét a very handfome monu- 
ment, more durable, om the {pot 
where the Wood-n pillar was erect- 
ed, with the infeription to be 'en+ 
graved both tn Englifh and Dutch. 
t. In the Journal de Phy tique 

of Thouloufe, a very ingenious 
Memoire has been pubhifhed, by 
M de Puymarin, jun. defcribing a 
new invention of engraving upon 
elafs, by means of the fluor acid. 
‘This is by fur the happiett applica- 
tion yet made of that liquor. M. 
de Puymarin relates his tucceis in 
various experiments, made to prove 
the folvent qualities of the acid, 
which led to a full conviction that 
it had nearly the fame power on 
gla’, as aqua fortis and other acids 
have on copper and other metals. 
He thererore imitated the procefs 
of etching on copper with aqua 
frtis. He covered a plate of glafs 
with athin coat of wax, furround- 
ed by low edges of the fawe fub- 
tance; and having tketched fome 
figures with a fharp-pointed initru- 
ment, he poured on a quantity of 
acid, and expofed the whole to the 
fun's heat. He foon obferved the 
ftrokes he had made in the wax co- 
vered with a white powder, arifing 
from the foluiion of the glafs. At 


the expiration of four or five hours, 
he took off the wax, and wathed the 
gifs. With the greateft pleafure, 
be now faw evidence of the certainty 
ct bis conjecture; and he affirms 
that, by thefe means, an intelligent 
ariitt might engrave on the hardett 
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ap or cryfal any thing that éan 


engraven ov copper. 
NOVEMBER. 


1. Jofeph Mitton, a foldier of the 
foot- guards, was tried at Weltmin- 
fter-hall, betore lord Kenyon and a 
fpecial jury, for an affault upon 
Mr. Crefpigny, near Cecil-ftreer, 

The indictment contained three 
counts, viz. for aa aflault with in- 
tent to kill; for’ ftriking the pro- 
fecutor with a bayonet, being an in- 
ftrument of death ; aod alfv for a 
common affiult. | 

Mr. Erfkine flated, that the me- 
lancholy confequences of the affault 
had been fuch a” dk reliction of the 
memory of his unfortunste client, 
that he fhou'd be under the neve 
fity of conducting the profecution 
without calling him as a wiimefs in 
fupport of his own ind. tment. 

Nathanial Cooke, an apprentice 
in the Strand, near Southampton. 
fireet, fwore that, on Friday the 
23d of May, while be was ftandin 
at his mafter’s door, the wl kate 
marched along abreait. Toe profe- 
cutor was peaceably walking on che 
kirb-flone ; he faw a foldier pufl 
him offabout two or three feet trom 
the path-way ; upon which Mr. 
Crefpigny flruck him a blow with a 
cane he had in his hand. The fol- 
dier then went off the pavement, put 
his mufket down, and holding it in 
an horizental direction, ftabbed Mr. 
Crefpigny in the neck, in confe- 
quence of which the blood iflued 
forth. 

Three other witnefles who were 
prefent at the tranfaction, fpoke to 
the fame effect, but they varied 
from each other refpecting the po- 
fition of the guards, and in fome 
other circumilances of litile confe- 


quence in the opinion of the court. 
Re 
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Robert Ives fwore, that he faw 
Jofeph Mitton, early on Saturday, 
morning the 24th, and upon atking 
the reafon for‘his being off ‘bis duty 
fo foon, he told him he had obrain- 
ed permiffion from bis adjutant. He 
then informed the witnels, * that 
he had been flruck the preceding 
day. in the Strand, by 4 perfon who 
peared to be a gentleman, but 
whofe behaviour did not correfpond 
with that character ; but (continus 
edvhe) **d——n his blood 1 have 
twigged him fomewhere, and left 
him’ almoft dead, and here is his 
blood on my bayonet.”--The wit- 
nefs looked at rhe bayonet and found 
it bloody. The defendant then ex- 
prefltd himfelf perfectly eafy, as to 
the confequence of the wound he 
had inflicted, faying it happened 
while he was on duty, and therefore 
the corps would defend him. On 
Monday the zsth the witnels faw 
him again .at a public houie, in 
which he heard an account of the 
affaule read froma news-paper. The 
defendant on bearing it, faid, ** it 
was no matter if he had killed the 
rafeal,” or to that purpért. 

Mr. Jefle Foot, furgeon, was then 
examined. He defcribed the depth 
of the wound. It was evident it had 
been given by the act ofman. Fr 
its nature it was impoffible to pifo- 
ceed from the accidental fall of a 
bayonet. The ftroke bad penetrat- 
ed through the membrane of the 
ear, avd had reached the bone. He 
found Mr. Crefpigny fo dangerouf- 
y ill, inconfequence of this wound, 
that he recommended Mr. Potts, 
and an eminent phyfician to attend 
him. His pulfe was up to 112, and 
afterwards to 130, and he became 
delirious, and fpit blood for two or 
three days. The effeg of this dil- 
aller had produced a cont{tant ring- 
ing in the ears, and a confufion and 
giddinels in his head. 


P RUN CIICPVALL. 








- Bor the defendant, many 
belonging to the guard were | 
who feveraly-depoted, that the 
dant received a blow trom Mr, 
pigny with acaac upon the arm, 
which was {0 violent as to occahy 
him to drop bis bayonet, and thaten. 
deavouring tocatch it, with his 
hand, i« accidentally produced the 
wound in queftion. Thefe witnelly 
contradicted gach other very m, 
terially vpon their crofs examigg. 
tion, 

Major Hill ftated, that he faw the 
defendant’s arm on the evening it 
which the tranfaction happened, 
and that it was very black. 

A furgeon alfo fwore, that hehe 
examined the defendant’s arm, ani 
that a violent blow was the caued 
the mark he difcovered upon it, 

Lord Kenyon, after accurately 
fumming up the evidence, declare 
his opinion to be, that in cafe Mp 
Crefpigny had died in conf 
of this affault, he did not concein 
it would have been a murder, be 
caufe, the unfortunate wound a 
peared to have been given from th 
fudden irritation of she moment, am 
not from any previous malic, ¢ 
malignity of mind, againtt the pm 
fecutor. 

The jury acquitted the defendant 
upon the count of an affault wm 
an intention to murder, but fouad 
him guilty on the coupt ouly, y 
which he was charged with a.com 
mon aflault. 

The indi&ment againft Mr. Cre 
pigny, (/ee page (21)» was drop 
ped ; no evidence appearing infup 
port of it. 

s. Yeiterday being the birthed 
of king William ILI, and this 
the anniverfary ot his landing, & 
centenary of the Revolution ® 
1688 was obferved “by many & 
cieties in London, and other pas 


of the kingdom, not only with ~ 
vi) 


) (November 
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vitys but with devotion and thankf- 


-+" 5, At the dinner at the London, 
nf ierday, earl Stanhope, 
the chairman, moved, that an ap- 
‘ication be made to parliament, to 
obferve the future. anniverfary of 
the 16th of December, as a day of 
folema thank{giving, ic being on 
that day 168, that the Bill of 
Rights was pafied ; ic was agreed to; 
= at the Whig club, at the Crown 
and Anchor Tavern, a fubfcriprion 
of 15001. was raifed, towards erect- 
iag a colurho in Runnemede, in 
commemoration of this glofious 


event. ; 

Yefterday the lord mayor, alder- 
men aod {heriffs, with the artil- 
lery company, went to St. Paul’s 
church, and heard divine fervice. 
They afterwards proceeded to the 
Artillery-yround, where they fired 
three vollics, &c. 

At Dublin, this aufpicious anni- 
verfary was obferved at the Caitle 
with more than ordinary folemnity. 
The appearance of nobility and gen- 
try at the levee was fuch as evinced 
their aitachment to the Revolution 
in favour of that illuftrious monarch, 
and its happy confequences in the 
eftablihment of the prefent royal 
family on the throne of thefe realms. 
After the levee, his excellency, at- 
tended by a numerous train of the 
firft perfonages in the kingdom, and 
e{corted by the guard ufual on fuch 
occafions, wegt from the Cattle to 
College Green, and after faluting 
the equeftrian ftacue of king Wil- 
liam, proceeded from thence round 
Stephen’s Green. The appearance 
©n this occafion was fplendid, and 
the number of equipages more nu- 
merous than had been known fer 
Many years. , 

At Edinburgh, this day was ob- 
ferved as a day of folemn thanktgiv- 
ing, as directed by an aét of the 
“ of Scotland. (See page 20). 
» 479 
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. At Whittington, between Shef- 
field and Chetterfield, adjoining to 
a decent modern building, is an old 
thatched cottage, the upper ab 
of which, lightened by a very {mall 
window, is fhewn as the apart 
meat in which the glorious’ bufinefs 
was planned. To this place the 
illuftrious leaders came difguifs 
ed, and concerted the teafures 
Which happily produced fo much 
good to this country; and, in an 
oak cheft, flill preferved in‘a corher 
of the room, the minutes of the 
meeting were depofited, On the late 
feftive occafion, a new room was built 
adjoining the cottage. ‘The duke 
of Devonthire, lord Stamford, lords 
George and John Cavendifh, the 
young earl of Danby; and lord 
Francis Ofberne, his brother, with 
a felect party of twenty-feven gen= 
tlemen met to celebrate the cente+ 
nary, when an old curioufly engtav- 
ed oak chair, was tfed ds the Pre« 
fident’s feat. ' This was 6h the 4th 
inftant. On the'csth, after hearin 
divine fervice at Whittington, an 
an excellent fermon preached by 
the Rev. Saniucl Pegge, rector, 
(who that day entered into his 88th 
yeat) the company above mention- 
ed were joined by a great number 
of ladies and gentlemen, who went 
in proceffion ftom thence to! Chef- 
terfield where the entertainments 
and rejoicings on Wednefday and 
Thurfday were fplendid. Grand firc- 
works were played off by Signior 
Petro. A fub{cription was opened for 
erecting a pillar at the Revolution 
Houfe. 

It was not the leaft pleafing cir- 
cumftance attending this meeting, 
that all party diftinctions were for- 

ten. Perfons of all ranks and 
nonmtinations wore orange and 
blue, in memory of our glorious 
Deliverer. And the moft refpe&- 
able Rothan Catholic families, fa- 
(D) tisfied 
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tisfied with the mild toleration of 

ernment in the exercife of their 
seligion, vied in their endeavours 
to how juit a fenfe they had of 
the value of civil liberty. 
_ The Rev. Dr. Ogle, dean of 
Winchefter, ‘laid the foundation of 
an obelifk, to be erected on a place 
called the Pea-bill, near his feat 
at Kirkley, in Northumberland, to 
commemorate this event. 
_.g» An iron barge built by John 
Wilkinfon, efq. was lately launched 
at jaw babi Shrewibury. wo 
is perfectly tight, moves very eafy 
on the ato and draws Pe! 
eight inches. 

10. About one o’clock, the lord 
mayor, attended by the wo fheriffs 

moft of the aldermen, proceeded 
to the Three Cranes ftairs, where 
@he city barge, with the lord- 
mayor’s band was waiting to re- 
ceive them. After the ufual cere- 
monies in the court of exchequer, 
they returned in the fame {tate to 
an elegant d‘nnerat Guildhall ; but, 
on account of fome alarming reports 
yefpecting his majelly, there was 
neither mufic nor dancing. 
- 19 Confternation has pervaded 
all ranks of a loyal and affecionate 
people, from the fevere diforder with 
which it has pleafed Divine Provi- 
dence to afflict our gracious Sove- 
ireigy,’) The firit fymptoms of this 
diforder were obferved in the early 
part of, October; which increafed 
to much, that, on the 17th of the 
fame month, it was thought necef- 
fary to poitpone the levee at Sr. 
James’s.» His majetty had caught 
cold by walking oyer fome wee 
grafs. This brought on a rheumatic 
pain, which fixed in his ftomach, 
but it was foon removed into the 
extremities ; and, on the 24th, his 
majetiy was fo much recovered, as 
to appear atthe levee, On the 4th 
ef November, he had a relapfe, at- 
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tended with a violent pain ip 1: 
bowels. On the 6th, the fym 
were very alarming ; the mel dan 
ment orig were called in to, 
confultation ; and the great officer 
of fate ty ~ for. His diforder 
appeared to be of a very mel 
nature. On the 11th 4 walt 
neceffaty to fend an official account, 
every day, of his majeity’s {iruatiog 
to the lord in waiting at St. ames's, 

On the 13th, a form of 
for his ‘majefty’s recovery was q. 
dered by the lords of the py 
council to be prepared by the arch. 
bifhop of Canterbury ; and the dif 
fenters of all perfuafions united iy 
the moft fervent prayers for th 
prec tvation of a life fo dear toa) 

is fubjects. In confequence, mor. 
over, of the prefent new and fingy. 
lar fituation of government, cite. 
Jar letters were fent to the member 
of both houfes of parliament, re. 
quiring their atvendance on the 20th 
inftant, 

zo, This day the two houfed 
parliament met; but his maj 
not being prefent in the houf @ 

eers, by reafon of the fevere ir 

ifpofition under which he ushappi 
ly labours, and no commiffion har. 
ing iffued either for holding or for 
a further prorogation of the parlix 
ment, both houfes agreed unati- 
moufly to adjourn to the fourthdy 
of December next. Gaz. 

21. On Monday, Jofeph Mittor, 
lately convicted of the affault @ 
Philip Champion Crefpigny, ely 
was brought up to receive femtenc, 
when lord Kenyon obferved, thi 
the wimeffes for the defendant bil 
been fo contradidtory, that ver? 
little credit was dite to them.—Mr 
Erfkine faid, that the guile of th 
defendant was aggravated by fubc 
nation of perjury ; and he 
as the height of cruelty and cota 
dice, an-armed foldicr, in the mi 
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protections leaving his ranks, to 
ae with a fixed bayonet an En- 
glith citizen. He therefore called 
upon the court for the fevereit 
ynithment.—On the other hand, 
Melis. Bearcroft, Shepherd and 
Dallas contended, that there wzs 
no cruelty and cowardice ; that Mr. 
Crefpigny having previoufly flruek 
the defendant, the unfortunate, and 
indeed unjullifiable ftab, was the re- 
fult of irritation ~ A and that if 
i 


Mr. Crefpigny had » the crime 
would have amounted to manflaugh- 
ter only. 


Thecounfel having finifhed, judge 
Afhhurt prefaced the fentence with 
the following obfervation: ** The 
defence which you have fet up, 
was, that this was not done by de- 
fign, but by accident. The jury 
have not thought fit to believe your 
witnefles—if they had, they mutt 
have acquitted you in tote. Itis 
firthat you, and all other perfons 
flanding in the fame fituation, fhould 
know, that thefe weapons with 
which you are entrufted in the cha- 
racter of a foldicr, were given you 
for the defence of your king and 
country, and nor to be ufed ro the 
terror and annoyance of his majefty’s 
peaceable fubjefts. Though the 
jury have negatived the firft charge 
in this indictment, yet it is very 
certain that if death had happened 
in confequence of the wound, it 
muit have amounted to the crime 
of manflaughter, In the prefent 
cafe, though death did not happen, 
yet itis bur a fmall extenuation of 
yourcrime, and you are not deferv- 
ing of lefs punifhment; and there- 
fore the fentence of the court upon 
yous, ‘* that you be imprifoned in 
his majefty’s jail of Mewgate for the 
{pace of twelve calender months,” 

New York, Sept. 26. Captain 
Thomas Read, in the fhip Alliance, 
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bound to China, failed from Phila- 
—- in the month of June, 1787, 
and arrived at Canton on the aad 
day of December in the fame year, 
atten, oy on a route as yet 
unpractifed by any other fhip. 
Taking foundings off the Cape of 
Good Hope, he iteered tothe fouth- 
eaftward, encircling all the eaftern 
and fouthern iflands of the Indian 
Ocean, paffing the South Cape of 
New Holland; and on their paflage 
to the northward again towards 
Canton, between the latitude of 7 
and 4 degrees fouth, and between 
the longitude of 156 and 262 de- 
grecs eaft, they diGeovered a num- 
ber of iflands, the inhabitants of 
which were black, with curled or 
woolly hair. Among thefe iflands 
they had no foundings. And abcut 
the latitude of 8 degrees north, and 
in the longitude of 160 degrees eatt, 
they difcovered two other iflands, 
inhabited by a brown people with 
ftraight black hair. Thefe iflands 
appeared to be very fertile, and 
much cultivated; and by the be- 
haviour of the inhabitants, the 
fhip’s company were induced to be- 
lieve they were the firft difcoverers. 
One of them they named Morris 
Ifland, the other Alliance Ifland. 
They did not land on either of 
them. Thefe difcoveries were made 
in the month of November. 

The officers of the European 
fhips in China were aftonifhed to 
find a V@Wel arriving at that feafon 
of the year, and with eagernefs and 
pleafure examiyed the track of their 
voyage, 

In coafting near New Holland 
they had the winds generally from . 
S. W. and blowing ftrong, with a_ 
great deal of rain. 

They finithed their voyage by 
arriving _ at Philadelphia on 
the 17th of September, 1788, having 
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“returned by the ufual route of the 


European fhips, until they were in 
the Atlantic Ocean, 

30. M. Meflicr, aftronomer of 
the royal marine and royal academy 
at Paris, on the 26th inftant, at one 
in the morning, difcovered trom the 
obfervatory of the marine, a new 
cometintheconftellation of the Great 
Bear, Urfa Major, near the ttar Pf. 
—It may be fecn eatily with glaties, 
but is not yet vilible to the eyes al- 
ene. The middle of this comet is 
very brilliant, encircled with diffe- 
rent fpots, having a tail of between 
two and three degrees in length, 


but giving a very feeble light. 


At 39 minutes paft one in the 
morning, its direct afcenfion was 


‘166 degrees 46 minutes, and irs 


declination 47 degrees 29 minutes 
north. 


At ¢8 minutes paft two, irs af- 


-cenfion had dimifhed « minu'e and 





30 feconds, and its declination had 
augmented 14 minutes and 30 fe- 
conds. By thefe obfervations it ap- 
pears, that this comet does not fet ; 
that its dire& afcenfion is very flow, 
and that it increa‘es much in decli- 
nation, rifing towards the north 

le. It bas fince been {cen ‘in 
England. 


It is remarkable, that the comet 
in 1759 was feen at the marine ob- 
me | in Frafice more than four 
nionths before it was feen in Eng- 
land, or even heard of. 

St. James's, Nov. 29. This day 
the royal family removed trom 
Windfor to Kew, His majeily was 
attended in his coach by general 
Harcourt, colonel - Goldfworthy, 
and colonel Greville. 

Her majeity wevt in her own 
carriage, accompanied by her royal 
highnefs the princeis royal and 
her royal highnefs the princefs 
Auguita. : . 





IP AL [ November 
’ 

Their royal highneffes the prince 
of Wales and duke of York followeg 
foon after. 

Kew, Nov. 30. Yefterday, » 
half an°hour after five in the af 
ternoon, his majetty arrived at thi 
place from Windior, and bore th 
journey extremely well, 

Ph ladelphia, Sept. 1g, 1788, “] 
am preparing, for the literary and 
philophical fociety of Manchefter 
the hittory of a Negro flave in Ma. 
ryland, and of 4 moil extraord; 
memory. At prefent | thall give 
you one anecdote of the extent and 
force of this facwity of his mind: 
fome gentlemen of  Philadelphi 
in travelling through Maryland, 
fent for him, on purpofe to know 
the certainty of the ftories they had 
heard of him, by converting with 
him. One of them afked him how 
many feconds a man of feventy years, 
and fome odd months, weeks, and 
days, had lived? In a minute and 
a half he told the number. The 
gentleman took up his pen, and af 
ter calculating the fame fum by 
means of figures, told him, he was 
wrong, and that the number he had 
deokired was too great, ‘ Top 
mafia,” faid the flave, ** you forget 
de leap years.’? Upon including the 
feconds. contained in the leap year, 
their fums were; exactly the fame, 
This {lave is a» mative of Africa, 
and can neither read nor write, He 
multiplied: nine figures. by mine, 


with the utmott facility, for theew 


terjainmeat of another one 


‘If the pubtication’ of. thefe 


before the hitlory of the flave thal 
arrive, can, in 04 degree, ferve 
to excite a more juft opinion of our 
African brethren, in order toa 
the flave trade, you are welcome ® 
them’in their prefent drefs. The 
flave is the.property of a Mrs. Cor 
His name is Thomas Fuller.” 
DEC 
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4.A very important and interefting 

int of law was brought to a deci. 
fon lait month, in the court of 
common pleas, by the {pirted and 
laudable exertions of Mr. Williams, 
auctioneer, at Lambeth Butts. Mr, 
Williams was employed by Mr. 
Crown of Brompton, to fell his 
furuiture, by auction, on the pre- 
mifes. Mr. Millington, an attorney, 
who had a claim of five guineas on 
Crown, had goods knocked down to 
him at the auctien, for which he 
paid the cuftomary earneft, and next 
day found means to get the goods 
loaded and fent off, and then ten- 
dered a receipt for the five guineas 
due to him, with 21. 4s. and (d. 
in cath, as payment to the auctio- 
necr. The auctioneer refufed the 
receipt in payment, paid Crown the 
full money for the lot, and then 
brought his action aga:ntt Milling- 
ten, and got a verdict in his favour. 
Millington moved the court to fet 
afide the verdict. The arguments 
offered by his counfel were princi- 
pilly thefe, that the auétioneer hid 
himf lf no property in the goods, 
and his poffeffion was only a menial 
one, fuch as a fhopman has trom 
bis empluyers ; therefore he could 
maintain no action in his own name 
tor breach of contract; that the cafe 
was totally different from that of a 
factor for a foreign merch nt, who 
was liable to fue and be {ued for the 
convenience of commerce, becaufe 
the principal, dwel ing in a foreign 
country, could not be forth-com- 
ing ; but here the auctioneer’s prin- 
aipal being on the fpot, removed 
all refpontibility from the fetvant to 
him elt. When the counfel on the 
other fide had replied, lord Lough- 
borough gave it as his decided opi- 
pion, that the auctioneer had not 
euly a clear pofleffion of the goods, 
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but that that poffeflion was alfo 
coupled with an intereft he had in 
them, as bound not only to defray 
all expences incurred by the fale, 
but the law threw upon him the 
refponfibility for the duty. On this 
ground the verdict was eitablifhed, 

s- Acaufe was tried in the courty» 
of common pleas, Weftminfler, be- 
tween a houfekeeper of Weitminiler, 
plaintiff, and Mr. Idefon, folicitor 
to lord Hood’s committee on the 
late election, defendant. The ac- 
tion was brought for a libel, Mr. 
Idefon having inferied this elector’s 
name in an advertifement, among 
thofe whom he charged with hav- 
ing taken a falfe oath, to qualify 
themfelves for voters at the election, 
It being fu'ly proved, that the plain- 
titf had a right to vote, as being 
really a houfekeeper, a verdi@ was 
given again(t the defendant, with 
1ool. damages, 

6. The lord chancellor fat 
Lincoln’s-inn Hall, to hear caufes, 
when the extraordinary will of Mr. 
Ruflel of Bermondfey, was heard, 
and confirmed. All the charitable 
leyacies are to ftand good, and to be 
paid with intereft. (See vol. v. for 
1784. p. (68). 

18. Ata court of common coun- 
cil, Mr. Dornferd moved, ‘* that 
the thanks of this court be given to 
the right hon. William Pitt, chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, and the 
207 worthy members of the hon, 
houfe of commons for their ftrenu- 
ous fupport of the important rights 
of the lords and commons of this 
realm, to provide the means of fup- 
plying the defect of the perfonal ex- 
ercife of the royal authority, arif- 
ing from his majefty’s indifpofi- 
tion.” Mr, theriff Curtis feconded 
the motion, when great debates 
arofe, which latted near three hours, 
and at length the pratense: Sipe 
was put, which was carried in the 
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affirmative, there being for it feven 
aldermen, and forty-three commo- 
ners, betides the two tellers ; aod 
five aldermen, nineteen commoners, 
and two tellers, — = The 
incipal fpeakers againft the previ- 
pro 8 were, Mr. Dornford, 
Mierift Curtis, Mr. deputy Birch, 
Mr. Seek went fir Benjamin 
Mammet, fir Watkin Lewes, Mr. 
Box, Mr. Bailey, and Mr. Seed- 
man; and for it, aldermen Saw- 
bridge, Picket, Newnham, and 
Skinner, Mr. Goodbehere, Mr. 
Dixon, and Mr, Thorp. The refo- 
Tution was afterwards ordered to be 
printed in all the papers. 

Paris, Dec. §- The ambafladors 
from Tippoo Saib, failed from Breft 
on the rth ult. on their retuin 
home, in the Theiis frigate, capt. 
Macnamara, 

27. Monday the prince of Wales 
gave dircctions for a large quantity 
of coals to be provided and given a- 
way to the poor of St. James’s and 
St. Martin’s parithes, At Bagfhot 
his royal highnefs’s liberality bas 
been mott falutary: a fine ox was 
divided among the peafantry in that 
neighbourhood. 

Yeflerday the duke of York or- 
dered an additional buthel of coals 

r week to every married man in 

is regiment, during the prefent 
inclement feafon. 

Yetlerday evening at half paft ten 

‘ @’clock, about halt the eaflern ter- 
race at Somerfet-place fell to the 
ground; it bad given way fome 
days before, and in confequence, 
carriages have been prevented driv- 
ing over it ever fince Thurfday 
morning. Upwards of twenty work- 
men were employed all yetlerday in 
propping and fhoring up the arches. 

30. Among other remarkables in 
the papers in the courfe of the 
month, mention is made of a hawk, 
at Nosthleach, in Gloucefterfhire, 
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which, being bred u 

gularly takes its flight from eta 
er in April, and returns again abo 
the Michaelmas following, where 
makes one of the family, and 
about tame, It is now fix years 
and has regularly purfued the fum 
courfe. 

Towards autumn, a pair of 
birds, that had made their ¢ 
from a cage in Edinburgh, were 
ferved tor fome time to fly about the 
public gardens in that city, as ij 
delighted with liberty. In a thon 
time one was mifling, and, pe 
having been feen for fome weeks, 
it was concluded the bird was dead, 
But about the beginning of Novem, 
ber, five were feen flying about th 
garden, and, being watched, it was 
difcovered, that the little innocents, 
deceived by the mildnefs of th 
feafon, had nettled and hatched iy 
a yew-buih. Every art. wat tried 
in vain to allure them, betore the 
rigour of the feafon came on, The 
firft a was fatal to the 

oung brood; and, it is fu 
the old birds have perifhed = 

But what is of much more im. 
portance, is the remarkable fcarcity 
of water which prevails throughout 
the whole itlind, to a degree never 
remembered at this feafon of the 
year. Many families, whofe bread 
depends on the engines wrought 
chiefly by warer, are much affected 
by this fcarcity. The wells nea 
Edinburgh, which uiually yield 
800 Scots pints (or 3200 Engiih) 
in a minute, have not for may 
months yielded more than ont 
fourth of that quantity. 

King fion (Jamaica) O81. Tuel, 
day lait the general aflembly of ths 
ifland met at St. Jago de la Vega 
purfuant to proclamation ; when the 
lieutenant-governor opened the feb 
fions with a fhort fpeech, in which 
there was nothing more than th 

ordinaty 
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ifitions for the . ex- 
of government, for the en- 
{uing Sioce their meeting, 
they have been chiefly emplo ed in 
ing up a report on the Negro 
bufinels to fend home by the packet. 
There certainly never was a collec- 
tion of greater falfehoods advanced 
on any fubjeét than feems to have 
been diffeminated of late through 
Great Britain, on the treatment of 
the Negroes in this country. Our 
law for the government of Negroes, 
which was publifhed at home, will 
make the authors of thefe falfchoods 
bluth, if they have any modetty 
lett. 

1, Every poffeffor of a flave is 
prohibited from turning him awa 
when incapacitated by age or fick- 
ne’s, but muft provide for him 
wholefome neceflaries of life, under 
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a penalty of rol. for every offence. 
2. Every perfon who mutilates a 

flave fhall pay a fine not ex 

tool. and be imprifoned not exceed 

ing 12 months, and in very atroci- 

re cafes the flaves may be declared 
ree. 

3- Any perfon wantonly orbloody- 
mindedly killing a flave, fhall fuffer 
death. 

4» Any perfon whipping, bruif- 
ing, wounding, or imprifoning a 
flave not his property, nor under 
his care, fhabl fuffer fine and impri- 
fonment. 

s- A parochial tax to be raifed 
for the fupport of Negroes difabled 
by fickneis and old age, having no 
owners. 

The legiflature of Grenada, it is 
faid, will fhortly inveftigate the a- 
bove fubjeat. 


Te LONDON GENERAL BILL ¢¥ 
Cunistenincs and Buriacs from December 11, 1787, to December 16, 1788. 


; Males 9892 , Males 62 | Increafed in the Burials 
Chriftened { Females 364) Buried Fema'cs 9 this Year 348. 

Died under 2 Years 6138 | 20 and 30 - 1552 ] 60- and 70 - 1481 | 100 - + 7 

Between 2ands5 1622 | zo and go - 2015 | 7o- and Bo + args | tor- = @ 

sandio 667 | go and 50 - 2086 | 50-andgo - 460} 102+- & 

toand20 ©6866] so and 60 - a608 | 90-and 100 - §54106-+ 8 








And one at the advanced age of 113. 


BIRTHS in the Year 1788. 


_ January 14. Lady of the hon. 
Frederick Lumley, a fon, 

25. Lady of the hon. John B 
a daughter. ; Sia 

Feb. 10. 
daughter. 

24- Lady Boynton, a daughter. 

27. Lady Kinnaird, a fon 

Mar. 10. Lady of lord Macdo- 
nald, a fon. 

21. Lady Bofton, a fon. 

24. Lady Louvaine, a fon, 

Apr. 4. Lady of fir Paulet St. 
John, bart. a daughter, 

12. Lady of fix Samuel Hannay, 


rt, a fon, 


Lady Carysfort, a 


May 9. Lady of fir David Car- 
negie, bart. a daughter. 
13. Lady John Ruffel, a fon. 
1g. Countefs of Altamont, a fon 
and heir. 
Lately, the countefs of Eglin- 
toun, adauzhter, 
une 8. Lad Compton, a fon. 
ts. Lady of fir John Edward 
Swinburne, bart. a fon and heir. 
19. Lady of fir Henry Gough 
Calthorpe, bart. a daughter. 
21. Countefs of Kinnoul,a daugh- 
ter, 
July 20. Lady Frances Benfon, a 
on. 
Aug. 6. Lady of fir John Fre- 
derick, bart, a fon. e 
(D 4) 16, Vif- 
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16. Vifcountefs Barnard, a fon 

and heir, | 
Lady Grey de Wilton, 


Sept 4- 
a daughter. ae 

14- Lady of Charles William 
Boughton Rous, efq. M. P. a fon. 

Lately, Lady Anne Fox, 4 fon 

heir, 

26. Lady of fir Thomas Which- 
cote, bart, a daughter. 

30. Duchefs of Beaufort, a fon. 

O&. 15, Duchefs of Athol, a 
fon. . 
17. Countefs of Abingdon, a 
daughter. 

20. Lady of fir Geo, Allanfon 
Winn, bart. a daughter. 

Lately, Countefs of Radnor, a 
fon. 

Nov, 22. Lady of Richard Penn, 
efq. M. P. a daughter. 

Dec, 2» Countefs of Tanker- 
ville, a daughter. 

6. Lady of Samuel Thornton, 
efq. M. P. adaughter. - 

13. Lady Augufta. Lowther, a 
daughter, 


30. Marchionefs of Bucking- © 


ham, a fon. 





MARRIAGES in the Year 1788. 


_ Fan. 3. Thomas Pitt, efq. to Mifs 
Legh, daughter of Henry Cornwall 
Legh, efq. of High Legh, Chethire. 
14+ Edward Miller Mundy, efq. 
member of parliament, to lady 
dowager Middleton. 

16. Lord Petic, to Mifs Juliana 
Howard, daughter to Henry tiow- 
ard, efq. of Gloffop. 

23. Admiral fir Francis Drake, 
bart. to Mils Onflow, daughter of 
Geo. Ontlow, cfq.many years mem- 
ber of parliament for Guildford. 

26. Sir John Rous, bart, to Mifs 
Wilfon, daughter to the late Ed- 
ward Warter Wilfon, efq. of Bil- 
bow, in the county of Limerick. 


—, Samuel Whitbread, jyn. efq. 
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to Mifs Grey, daughter of fj; 

les Aide , Gar Cha, 
tely, Vifcount Jocelyn, ¢ ye: 

Bligh, Gndghter a de ise 

tas j 

28. Henry James Jefl> 

lady Anne Maria Bok i 

filler to the earl of Strathmore. 

Feb. 2. Vifcount Wentw 
Mary, countefs dowager Ligonie; 

12. Rev, George inptes 
nephew to lord Barrington, to Mig 
Elizabeth Adair, of Stratford-place 

14. Earl of Aylefbury, to lady 
Anne Rawdon. 

27. Charles Cotton, efg, 
fon of fir John Hynde Cotton, bar, 
to Mifs Rowley, eldeft daughterg 
admiral tir Johhua Rowley, burt, 

March 4. Earl of Glafgow, 
lady Elizabeth Hay, fifer to thy 
earl of Errol. 

6. Sir John Sinclair, bart, t 
the hon. Mifs Macdonald. 

11. Richard Grofvenor, efq. mem 
ber of parliament, to Mifs Dra, 
daughter of Edward Drax, efq. d 
Melcombe Regis. 

April 7. Hon. Mr. Juttice Wi 
fon, to Mifs Adair, daughter of 
the recorder of London, 

11. Lambert ‘Theodore Wa'po', 
efq. nephew to lord Walpole, wth 
hon. Mifs Margaretta Clive, fitter 
to lord Clive. 

1z. Earl of Dundona!d, to Mn 
Mayne. 

14- Charles Sturt, efq. member 
of parliament, to lady Mary Anm 
Afhley, filter to the earl of Shaftel 
bury. 

z9. Edward Addifon, efq, © 
Mits Jane Campbell, daughter of 
major James Campbell, member a 
parliament, and niece to fir Arch 
bald Campbell, K. B. 

Lately, the honourable Alexander 
Cochran, brother to the earl 
Dundonald, to the dowager of ft 
Jacob Wheate, bart. Mn 
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1. Sir Nicholas Conway 
Colthurit, bart. to Milfs Harriet 
Latouche, daughter of the right 
hon. David Latouche. 

10. Reve Thomas Waddington, 
of the Ifle of Ely, to Ms Yorke, 
daughter of the hon, and right rev. 
James, bithop of Ely. 

15 William Rochfort, efq. ne- 

hew to the late earl of Belvedere, 
to Mifs Sperling, daughter of Henry 
Sperling fq. of Dynes, Effex. 

16, Admiral fir Edm. Affleck, 
bart. to Mrs. Smithers, of New 
York. 

20. Earl of Plymouth, to the 
hon. Mifs Archer, daughter of the” 
jate lord Archer, 

Henry Curfon, efq. eldett 
fon of the hon. Francis Roper, to 

Mifs Hawkins, daughter of Thomas 
Hawkins, efq. of Nafh-court. Kent. 

23. Sir John Maxwell, bart. to 
Mifs Gardiner, daughter of the late 
Richard Gardiner, efq. 

26. The hon. Mr. St. John, fon 
of the hon. and rev. the dean of 
Worcefter, to Mifs Fleming, daugh- 
ter of the late Richaid Fleming, efq. 

29. Orlande Bridgman, efq. eldeit 
fon of fir Henry Bridgman, bart. 
to the hon, Miis Byng, daughter 
of Vifcount ‘Torrington. 

_ June 2. Lieut. col. Charles Haf- 
tings, to Mifs Abney, daughter of 
Thomas Abney, eiq. only fon of 
fir Thomas Abney, bart. 

4¢ Mr. Vyner, fon of Robert 
Ma efq. to lady Theodofia 

ary Athburnham, daughter to 
the late earl of Athburnham. 

_§+ Valentine Blake, efq. of La- 
binch, in the county of Mayo, to 
Mi's Roper, daughter of the hon. 
and rev. Henry Roper. 

8. Lord Charles Hen ry Somerfet, 
to the hon. Elizabeth Courteney, 
daughter of Vifcount Courteney. 

12. John Morgan, efq. member 
of parliament for Monmouthhhire, 
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to Mifs Burt, daughter of Charles 
Burt, efq 

26. Admiral fir Alexander Hood, 
K. B. to Mifs Bray, daughter of 
the late Thomas Bray, efy. of Ed- 
monton. 

30. John Grant, efq. of White 
Wakhum, Berks, to rhe hon, Char- 
lotre Bouverie. q 

uly 7. Jofeph Tho efq. ta 
inde Ean ati mx Pee of 
the earl of Dunmore. 

15. Capt. Wright, of the king’s 
light dragoons, to lady Anne Co- 
ventry, only daughter of the late 
countefs of Coventry. 

—. Vifecunt Dudley and Ward, 
to Mrs, Biker. 
Aug. 4. John Drummond, ef 
member of parliament for Shaftel 
bury, to lady Sufan Fane, daughter 

of the late earl of Weftmoreland, 

Sept. 1£. Wi liam Wemytfs, mem- 
ber of parliament, to Mifs Erikine, 
daughter of fir William Erfkine, 
burt. 

26, Hon. Thomas James Twifle- 
ton, brother to lord Saye and Sele, 
to Mifs Wartel. 

O.’. 11. Marquis of Carmarthen, 
to Mifs Catharine Anguith, daugh- 
ter of the late Thomas Angui(h, 
efq. 

Nov. g. Hon. Henry Pelham, 
fon of lord Pelham, to Mifs Cobb, 
daughter of lady Mary Cobb, ~ 

Dec. 9g. Hon. Frederick St. John, 
brother to vifcount Bolingbroke, to 
lady Mary Kerr, daughter of the 
marquis of Lothian, 

16, Magens Dorricn, efq. to the 
hon. Mils Rice. 


---- —- 


DEATHS in the Year 1788. 


January g. The hon. and right 
rev. Dr. Jon Harley, bithop of 
Hereford. 

12. Mifs Frelerick, daughter of 
fir John Frederick, bast. 4 

12, 
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12. Lady Catharine Belafyé, 
fifter 10 carl Fauconberg. 
' 94 Sir Philip Jennings Clerke, 
bart. 


16. At Paris, the admiral count 
de Graffe. 

25. The lady of Edward Love- 
den, ¢efq. member of parliament for 
Abingdon. 

27. Lieut. general Tryon. 

30. Hugh, baron Maffey. 

—. Sir Athton Lever, knight, 
founder of the Mufeum in Albion- 

ace. 

31. Prince Charles Edward Lewis 
Cafimir Stuart. 

Feb. 1. James Stuart, efq. cele- 
brated by the name of * Athenian 
Stuart.’ 

4- Henry St. John, efq. unele to 
the late lord St. john. 

17. Mifs Mary Bertie, daughter 
of the late hon. and rev, Dr. James 
Bertie. 

Lately, lord Rofehill, eldeft fon 
to the earl of Northetk. 

Mar. 4 Lieut. general James Ro- 
bertfon. 


s- Audrey, vifcountefs dowager, | 


Townfhend. 

—. Lady Harry Beauclerk. 

8. General Benjamin Carpenter. 

11. Mifs Moore, daughter of 
the archbifhop of Canterbury. 

ts. The lady of fir Robeie 
Wilmot, bart. daughter of the late 
admiral Byron. 

—-+ Miis Hamilton, daughter of 
the hon and rev. Dr. George Ha- 
milton, and nicce to the earl of 
Abercorn. 

16. The lady of fir Edward 
Koatchbull, bart. 

21. Lady Armytage, relict of the 
Jate fir George Armytage, bart. 

-—. Anne countcis dowager of 
Coventry. : 

_ 23+ Thomas Edwards Freeman, 
junior, efq. member of parliament 
tor Steyning, 
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“ 240 ae an Fitz 
aughter of John, fecond ; 
william. — 

31. Vifcountefs Vane, 

April 8. The right hon, Rj 
Rigby, member of porlongie 
Tavitluck. 

t1. Jane countefs dowager ¢ 
Hopetoun. 

14. Vere earl Pouleit. 

—. Sir Henry Calthorpe, Kz 


Capit, 


19. Vifcount Kilcourfie, fon g | 


the carl of Cavan. ; 

29. John lord Boringdon, 

May 1. Jane dowager vifcoumd 
Galway. 

11. Rachael baronefs Le De 
{pencer. 

12. Prince Lewis Erneft, du 
of Brunfwick, late field-marha¢ 
the Dutch forces, &c. 

z2. Anne Klizabeth lady Mo 
grave. 

Lately, general fir John Ini 
rs John Irwis, 

—. James lord Cahire, of Ireland, 

June 4- Admiral fir John Lint 
fay, K. B. 

6. Afhiey Cowper, efq. upwani 
of 60 years clerk of the parliament. 

15. Rev. firWilliam Lowther,ban 

18. Lucy duchefs of Montrol:, 

—. Thomas Noel, efq. member 
of parliament for R utlandthire, t 
ther of the houfe of commons. 

22. Major-gencral Philip Skene. 

24. Chrittian Hely Hutchinio, 
baronefs Donoghmore, 

26. Lady Frences Sackwill, 
mother to the duke of Doriet. 

July. Thomas lord SayeandSek 

5. The lady of William be 
Byron. 

20. Hon. Anne Sophia Thor 
hill, wife of George Heary Thou 
hill, efq. 

24. Lady Frances Burgoyne, © 
li& of fir Roger Burgoyne, bart. 

Aug. 2. Mr. Thomas Gainbo- 


rouch, the celebrated painter. 
ga, Pp <. Lay 
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. Lady of lord Colvil of Col- 
$. Richard vifcount Powerd- 


our Edward. Turnour Garth 
Turnour, earl of Winterton. 

14. Thomas Sheridan, efq. fae 
ther of Richard Brinfley Sheridan, 
efq. member of parliament for Staf. 
ae Sir Charles Raymond, bart. 

—. Lady Brett, relict of fir 
Piercy Brett, bart. 

26. Elizabeth, countefs dowager 
of Briftol, commonly culled ducheis 
of Kingfton. 

27. Lady Featherftonhaugh, re- 
litt of the late fir Matthew Feather- 
flonhavgh, bare, 

Sept. 1 George, duke of Man- 


cook f. 


—. Lady Margaret Stuart, 
daughter of the earl of Moray; 

10, Lieutenant-general James 
Cunningham. 

11. Jofeph Francis Xavier, prince 
of Brazil, heir apparent to the 
crown of Portugal. 

is. Sir Charles Afgill, bart. 

19 The hon. and rev. William 
Digby, dean of Durham. 

The hon. Mr. Chichefter, 
fecond fon of the earl of Donegali. 

21. The hon, Frances Cotes, re- 
litt of colonel James Cotes. 

22. Countefs of Laneiborough. 

27+ Sir Rebert Taylor, knight, 
architect of the Bank, &c. 

28. Lady Philipps, mother to 
lord Milford. 

Of, 4. Hon. Deborah Chet- 
wynd, aunt to vifcount Chetwynd. 

9. John vifcount Dudley and 
W ard. 

13+ Robert, earl Nugent, 

23 Sir James Campbell, bart. 
governor of Sterling Catile. 

—. Lady Elizabeth Dryden, re- 


let of the late fir Edward Dryden, 
barz, 






25+ William Julius Mickle, efq. 
tranflator of the Luliad, &c. « 

26.. Samuel Carlowitch Greig, 
commander in chief of the Ruffian 
navy. 

Nov. 19. Admiral fir Edmon 
Affleck, bare. 

23. Don Gabriel, third fon to 
his catholic majeity. 

—. Charlotte, lady Erkine, re- 
lict of ‘Thomas lord Erfkine: 

24. The hon. captain Chetwynd, 
of the Europa man of war. 

Dec. 2s Countefs dowager of 
Barrymore. 

g- Lady Aubrey, mother of fir 
John Aubrey, bart. member of 
parliament for Bucks. 

7. Hon. Milfs Cuft, daughter of 
lord Brownlow. 

9. Dr. Jonathan Shipley, bithop 
of St. Afaph. 

The French admiral, Peter 
Andrew de Suftrein. 

11. Dr. Iffaac Mann, bifhop of 
Cork and Rofs. 

12. Major gencral Thomas Cox, 

—. Lady Sufan Pauleit, aunt to 
earl Paulett. 

13. Charles III. king of Spain. 

14. William vifcount Courteney. 

22. Percival Potts, efy. F.R. S. 
the celebrated furgeon. 

—. Lady Fitzroy, reli&t of lord 
Auguftus Henry Fitzroy, and after- 
wards married to the late James 
Jefferies, efq. . 

23. Hon. captain James Luttrell, 
brother to the eail of Carhamptong 

21. Frances, dowager marchie- 
nefs of ‘Tweedale. 

30. The hon. George Cranftoun. 

31. The hon. John Scott, bro- 
ther to the earl of Deloraine. 





PROMOTIONS in the Year 1788. 


Fanuary 23. Captains William 
Wynyard and Charles Afgill, = 
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the hon. Charles Fizroy, to’ be 
equerries to the duke of York 

, 26.) ones, D. D. to be 
archdeacon of Hereford. . 

—. James Ford, M. D. her ma- 
jefty’s oh jan in extraordinary. 

_. r. Bhomas Keat, to be 
her furgeon in extraordinary. . 

Feb. 2. John, bithop of Oxfoul, 
to be bifhep of Hereford. 

-——. Chichefler Fortefcuc, efq. 
to be Uliter king of arms, aad prin- 
cipal herald of ail Ireland. 

‘6, Major general, the hon. Tho- 
mas Bruce, to be colonel of the 
16th regiment of foot. 

12. Charles Gordon, efq. tobe 
one of the fix ordinary clerks of 
feffion in Scotland. 

15. Hale Young Wortham, elq. 
to be yentleman ufher daily waiter 
in ordinary to his majefty. 

—. Richard Byron, efq. to be 

room of his majeity’s privy cham- 

r, in ordinary. 

19- The gnity of a baronet to 
Thomas Miller, efg. of Glenice, 
prefident of the college of juttice, 
sn North Britain. 

23- William Stiles and William 
Roe, efyrs.to be commiffioncrs of the 
cutloms. 

Mar. 8.Sir James Harris, K. B, to 
be ambaflador extraordinary and ple: 
nipotentiary to the States General. 

—. William Gomm, efq. to be 
feeretary to the embaifly. 

rt. Dr. Edward Smallwell, bifhop 


ot St. David’s, to be hithup of 


Ox ford, 

22. Dr. John Douglas, bithop 
of Carlifle, te be dean of Windfor. 

=. Dr. Richa:d Farmer, to be 
canon reiidentiary of St. Paul’s. 

—. Henry Charles Selwyn, efy. to 
be heutenant-gov. cf Montferrat. 

—. Jeremy Pemberton, efq. to 
be chief-juttice of Nova Scotia. 

—- Thomas Walpole, efq. to be 
envoy extraordinary, to the elector 
Palatine. 
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ey ow om rev. Samuel Wel, 
. A. to rebendary of 
bury. a Y of Cane 

—. The rev. Charles F 
LL. B. to be prebendary of Wes. 
mintter, 

April. 5. Rev. Tames 
M. A. to a reader Fo ial 
his majefty’s houfehold at Hamp 
ton-court. 

+ John Frederick, duke y 
Dorfet, and Hugh, duke of North. 
umbeiland, to be knights of th 
Garter. 

1s. Dr. Samuel Horfley, to 
bifhop ot St. David's, | 

—. Rev. Th..mas Hughes, Ma 
to be prebendary of Worecetler, 

23. Dr. Benjamin Mofel 
fician to the duke of York. ee 
Tue rev. James Burtoy, 
M. A. to be chaplain in ordigay 
to his majefty. 

May 2. Lord Fortefcue, tok 
lord lieur. of Devonthire. 

s- Licut. general William Pa, 
the right bon. James Cuffe, Poe 
fonby Moore, William Handeod, 
and Robert Langrifhe, efgrs. a 
David Dundas, George Voce 
George Rowfon, and Charies Heng 
Coote, efqrs. to be comm flionenad 
barracks in Ireland, 

6. Rev. Jackfon Clofe, AM 
to be rector of Hitcham, in Suffolk 

19. Lord Rodney, fir Jom 
Jervis, lord Heathfield, fir Chats 
Grey, fir Robert Boyd, fir Frets 
rick Haidimand, . tir Archbeld 
Campbell, fir William Fawetty 
vifcount Galway, fir George Yougs 
bart. and fir Alexander Hood, 
ital ed knights of the Bath. — 

24. Eari of Leven, to be his m 
jefty’s commiffioner to the 
afflembly of the church of 

31. Rev. Davies Pennell, tok 
vicar of Newark upon — 

une 6. Lieut. gen. tr 
ang to be knight of the or 

.: 
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_ Sir. Lloyd’ Kenyony bart. to 
42’ lord Kenpot, barn of Gre- 
in the county of Flint. 

g. Sir Lloyd Kenyon, bart. and 
Ralph Clayton, efq.to be erjcants 
‘rn Sir Lloyd, Kenyon, bart. to 
be chief-juftice of the court of king's 


beuch. » 9a) pile 
18. Richard Pepper Arden, efq. | 


knighted, and fwerp of the privy 
uncil, : 
eee. Archibald; Maclopald and 
ohn Scott, efqrs. knighted, 

—. William duke ot Leinfler, to 
be matter of the rolls in Ireland. 

28. Sir Archibald: Maedonald, 
knight, to be attorney-geveral, 
-«@. Sir John Scott, knight, to 
be folicitor-general. | 

July 4. George, earl Walde- 
grave, to be colonel of the 63d 
regiment of foot.” =~ 

;, Edward Bearcroft, and Fran- 
cis Burton, efq.) to be his majelty’s 
juttices tor the counties, of Chefter, 
Flint, Denbigh, and Montgomery. 

8, William, marquis of Lothian, 
to be colonel of the fir regiment 
of life- guards.) )., 73m 

a. jeftrey, Jord: Amherft, to be 
colonel of, the fecond ‘regiment of 


dite-guards.' {4 | 


10. Henry Lawes, earl of Car- 
hampton, to be colonel of the 6th 
regiment of drayoon guards. 

tt. Henry, earl ot Uxbridge, to 
be col. of the Staffordthire militia, 

12. John, earl .of Chatham, 
Richard Hopkins, efq/ joun Jef- 


feries vifcount Bayhany: john! Le- - 


velon Gower; cf. Henry lord 
Aplley, Charles. Geurge* lord Ar- 
deny and Samuel lord Hood, to be 
commiffione:s of the admiralty. 

22.’ Richard, vifcount Howe, to 
be earl Howe, 
“26, Pennitton Portloek Powney, 


fg. to be ranger of the Little Park 


Winder. 


oe eCURRE NCE S. 
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. Hug. §. Jofeph Ewart; efq.to be 
envoy extraordinary to the court et 
Berlin. 

13. John Lloyd, efq. to be one of 
the jultices of the counties of Car- 
marthen, Pembroke, and Cardigan. 

30. John Griffin, lord Howard 
de. Walden, ‘to be, baron Bray- 


brooke, with remainder to Richard 


Aldworth Neville, ef. 

—. Jeffery, lord Amherit, to be 
lor¢ Amherit of Montreal, with re- 
maindér to his nephew, William 
Pitt Amb the efg, ’ 

Seo. 3. Williym Scott, LL. D. 
knightedy and appointed advocate- 
general, i ¢ 
13.. Sir Jofeph Yorke, K. B. to 
be ioe Bye r | , 

—-. Sir James. Hartis, K. B. to 
be lord Maimefbury. | 

—. Charles, Whitworth, efq. to 


‘be €nvoy extraordinary and minif- 


ter plenipotentiary to the court of 
Peierfburgh. 

--- Robert Lifton, efq. to be 
envoy extraordinary to the court 
of Stockholm. . 

—. Daniel Hailes, efq, to be 
envoy extraordinary to the court.of 
Wartaw. 

—. Major-general James Adeane, 
to be colonel of the 45th regiment. 

‘24. William Wyte, L. D. 
knighted, ROMY oe 

27. John Hinchcliffe, bithop of 


Peterborough, to be’ dean of Dure 


ham. , 
O#. 17. :The hon. Mifs Anne 


‘ Bofcawen, to be laundrefs andfemp- 


firefs toher majefty. ; 

a5. Major-gea¢ral William Gor- 
don, to be colonel of the yth regi- 
ment of foot. 

—, Major-general James’ Rooke, 
to be colonel-commandant of the 
6oth regiment of foot. 7 

Dec. 23. Richard Grindall, ef. 
to be one the furgeons extraordi- 


nary to the prinee of Wales, —* 
: * SHE- 
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SHERIFFS appo‘nted for 1788. 
a nO 93 Brummell, of Don- 


nin om hee 
Bedfordth edfostth Raion idth Lee Anto- 
nie, eT Camdbed Pia rng 
Bucks tephen Langflon, of Lit- 
orwodd, ely. . 
Camb. ‘and Hunt. — Euftace’ Ken- 
tifh, of King’s Ripton, efq. 
Chefhire—Johu Glegg, of Ty ith= 
ington, eft. 
Corawall—Francis Gregor, of Re- 
ftormel Park, ef 
Cumberland—Sit Frederic Vane, 
’ of Hutton, bart. — 
Devonfhire— Sir -Johi Chic chefter, 
of Youlfton, bart, . 
Dorféthhire — Afthony Chapman, 
of Holacit, 


chief, efq. 

Effex—Thomas Theophilus Cock, 
of Meffing, efq. 

Gloucetterfhire — Nichol:s Smith, 

_. of North Nibly, e/q. 

Herefordfhire — Thomas Downes, 
of Staunton-upon-Wye, efq. 

Hertfordhhire—Charles Bourchier, 
of Shenley, efy. 

Kent—Jaineés Bond, of Hayes, efy. 

Leicefterfhire — John Clarke, af 
Great Wigtton, ef. 

Lincolnfhire — Edw: Id Brown, of 
Stamford, ef. 


onmauthfhire—George Smith, of - 


Piercefield, efq. 


Norfolk—Thomas Kerrich, of Gel- “ 


derfton, ef 
Northampto athire—Jofeph Afhles, 
of Ledgers Afhby, efq, 
Nesthumberiend Davidton Rich- 
ard Grieve, of Swarland, ef. 
Nottinghamfhire — Richard Sten- 
ton, of Southwell, efq. 
QOxfordfhi:e — Thomas }eminc, of 
Little Milton, efq. 
Rutlandhire—William Belgrave, of 
Uppingham, efq. 
Shropthire—Joteph Muckleftan, of 
Prefcot, ¢!q. 
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efq. ‘Yorkhhire — John York,’ of fd 
Derby fhire—Peter Pegte, of Beau- 


‘Carmarthen a John Thomas t 





[iy 





Somerfetthire —_— Tehn 
of Sandhill Pak, efq. 
Southampton — Riche 


den, of Maltfhanger, ¢ 


es 
StatfordMiire—Thomas F 


Newcaitle under Line, ef@ 

















Suffolk—Sir Thomas Ch 
bury, bart. se 
Surrey—John Creuze, of Wong bes 
bridge, efq, V 
Suffex — John Bean, of Littles. Li 
ton, efq. Hi 
‘Warwickthite—Wilfiam Elliot; ¢ 1] 


Coundeén, efo. 


Wiltthire—2 obert Ath. 
efq. | OF La, 


Ww oreetterfhire —John Ba 
of Beveie, of ner jm 


mond, efq. 


SOUTH WALES. 


Brecon—Sir Rdward Witiahie 
Cardigun— fohn Vaughan, 
windfor, ¢ 


Cittandg, efg. 
Glamore an — Ric hard Jenkiay, 
" P: inty! n: weil, efq. 
embroke — John Phili 
harne, of Orlanden, pb 
Radnor — Bell Lloyd, of Bouh 
Brook, efq. ’ 


NORTH WALBS 
Angiefea — Henry Pritchard ¢ 


‘Trefcawen, efq. 


Carnarvon — John Hollaad, ¢ 





Teyrdan, ef 
Denbigh — Richard Wiking, « er 
Llatbader, efq. wi 
Flint—John Fitzgerald, of Bets ere 
field, efq. 60 
Merioneth — Grifith Evany ¢ ree 
Cwr’n yr afon, efq. ad 
Montgomery —Robert John He he 
fon, of Cefngwernfa, fot Gs 
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The Speech of bis Excellency George, 
Marquis of Buckingham, Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, to both 
Houfcs of Parliament, Fare 17, 
1738. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
1S majefty having been pleafed 
Hx: 


in to call me to the go- 
veroment of Ireland, I have re- 
ceived his royal commands to meet 
you in parliament. 

Ac the fame time that I feel my- 
felf highly flattered by this repeated 
mark of his majetty’s confidence, I 
mut lament with you the, heavy 
lols which his fervice has fuitained 
by thedeath ofthe duke of Rutland, 
whofe public and private virtues 
had fo defervedly conciliated the 
elleem and affections of this king- 
dom, 

His majefly is perfuaded that you 
will thare the fatisfaction which he 
feels in the piefent fituation of fo- 
reign affairs; and particularly in 
the reitoration of the conftitution 
and tranquillity of the United Pro- 
vinces, favoured by the feafonable 
and vigorous exeriions which were 
made by his majefty, and by the 
brilliant fuccefs of the Pruffian 
troops, under the conduct of his 
ferene highnefs the duke of Brunf- 
wick, ‘he meafures which his 
majelty has adopted on this occa- 
fion, have been produdtive of ad- 
vantages, which, while they have 
added to the luftre of his crown, 
have materially promoted the effen- 
Hal interefts of his dominions, 


, 


( 63 ) 
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. Gentlemen of the Houfe of Com. 


mons, 


I have ordered the national ac- 
counts, and the neceffary eitimates 
to be prepared and laid before you ; 
and with the fulleft confidence in 


your zeal and loyalty, 1 obey his 


majefty’s commands, | in recom< 
mending to you to provide for the 
public fervice, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


My former experience of the af- 
fectionate attachment which his 
majefty’s fubjeéts of Ircland have 
borne to his perfon and govern- 
ment, and the very particular in- 
tereft which [ mutt feel in your 
welfare, will never fail to animate 
my endeavours in purfuit of every 
object whieh may promote his ma- 
jelly's paternal xithes for the hap- 
pinels of this kingdom, With this 
view, I mutt more efpecially direc 
your attention to the fupport of chat 

reat flaple of your commerce, the 
Sines manufature, to the protec- 
tion and regulation of the Proteftant 
Charter-fchools, to the fecurity of 
the church of Ireland, and to thofe 
principles which your wifdom and 
humanity have already pointed out 
for the advancement of education 
and of ufeful knowledge. 

I have feen with particular fatis- 
fagtion your rifing profperity, and 
the rapid increafe of your com- 
merce and manufactures; and I 
fall be anxious to co-operate with 
you in improving the advantages 
which the credit of the country 

mutt 
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mutt derive from the bleffings of 
peace, Burt, while you are feafible 
of the velue.of thefe bledings, I am 
perfuaded that you fecl the warmett 
concern for the papese eo his _ 
iefty’s crown, and for the genera 
enects of the empie; and that 
there is no part of his dominions, 
from which his majefty would have 
received a warmer or more zealous 


fupport, if he had judged it necef- 


fary to call forth into action the 
fpiric and refources of his people. 


ss 


The Speech of the Right Honourable 
: the Speaker of the Houfe of Com- 
mons in Ireland, to his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, on prefenting 
the Moncy Bills for the Royal A/- 
Sent, March 20, 1788- 


May it pleafe your Excellency, 


THE commons of Ireland, in the 
year 1785, made a great and {pi- 
rited effort, by a large increafe of 
taxes, tO form a fteady fyftem for 
the annual {upply of the public ex- 

ne¢, 

Such a fyftem, defirable in all 
countries, and at all times, is par- 
ticularly neceffary to a commercial 
flate, where the profpect of new 





loans muft induce’ flu@uations in. 


the price of money, injurious to the 
fleady courfe of trade. 

It: was happily adopted here, and 
this is the third Riccelfive feffion in 
which the national debt has not 
been increafed by any new loan, 
nor has any new tax been impofed, 

Thus the fyitem has anfwered; 
it feems fettled, and the people 
confide in it, Under its influence, 
pubic credit has rifen high, and 
private credit, unawed by any fear 
of interference from the nation’s 
borrowing, extends itfelf with fafety 
to encourage induftry, prommte en- 
terprife, and enlarge the commer: 


PAPERS. 


cial capital; manufa@ure , 
coufequence been cirtended p= : 
ports. inereafed, and the kj don 

ve 


feels a profperity unknow 
former time, 


Such are the ha 

liberal fupplies wifele ctotaines 
and the commons, fenfible of thol 
effects, do now, with the mof é 
tiful zeal for his majelty’s fervie, | 
and with the fulleft confidence jy 
your excellency’s experienced wi, 
dom and affectionate attachment» 
this kingdom, grant the fame 
pies in the bills { have the honow 
to prefent to your excellency, ia 
their name, for the royal affent, 





The Speech of his Excellency the Lak 
Lieutenant of Ireland, to ba 
Houfes of Parliameut, April i, 
17388. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 


THE very conftant and zealow 
attention which you have givens 
the difpatch of public bufinefi, 
ables me at this early period ofthe 
year to clofe the fefhon of ond 
ment, And I feel the highel gnu. 
tification in expreffing to you hi 
majefty’s entire fatistaction im the 
temper and wifdom which bat 
uniformly ditlinguifhed your deb 
berations. 


Gentlemen of the Houfe of Com 


mons, 


I am commanded by his Majely 
particularly to thank you fort 
warm attention which you hart 
fhewn to the honour and interel a 
his crown, ‘and for the liberals 
with which you have provided 
the feveral ‘branches of the 
{ery 1CC. : 


My Lords and Gentlemesy 


No obje& is nearer to hig may 


fty’s heart than the profperty 
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+ £ teh ful fubjedts of Ireland. And 
— with iplestare, that your 
example and influence in your feve- 
ral counties cannet fail to advance 
that profperity, by encouraging ha- 
bits of induftry in the people, and 
imprefing upon their mands a due 

4 the laws. 1 am happy 
that the national tranquillity and 
fecurity enable you to attend to 
thofe important objects with pecu- 
liar advantage. 

[ truft it is unneceflary to repeat 
my acknowledgments for the confi- 
dence which you have fo kindly 
repofed in me, and to aflure you 
that the livelieft emotions of grati- 
tude and affeCiion will excite my ut- 
mott exertions for the welfare and 
happinefs of this kingdom. 





His Majefty’s Speech to both Houfes of 
Parliament, Fuly 11, 1788s 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

IN the prefent advanced feafon 
of the year, and after the laborious 
artendance which the public bufi- 
nefs has required of you, 1 think it 
neceflary to put an end to the pres 
fent feffion of parliament. I cannot 
do this without expreffing the fatis- 
faction with which I have obferved 
the uniform and diligent attention to 
the welfare of my people, which 
has appeared in all your procced- 
ings. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of 
Commons, 

The chearfulnefs and liberality 
with which you have granted the 
recefliry fupplies, demand my par- 
ticularacknowledgements. It mutt 
afford you the greateft fatisfaction 
that you have been enabled, with- 
our any addition to the burth/ns of 
my people, to provide for the ex- 
Waordinary exigencies of the latt 


year, m addition to the current des 
1738, 


PAPERS’ (69 
mands of the public fervice, and to 


the fum annually appropriated to 
the reduction of the national debr. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I fee with concern the continus 
ance of the war between Ruffia and 
the Porte, in which the emperor 
has alfo taken a part. But the genes 
ral ftate of Europe and the affuran. 
ces which I receive from foreign 
powers, afford me every reafon to 
expect that my fubjeéts will ‘con- 
tinue to enjoy the bleffings of peace. 

The engagements which I have 
recently entered into with my good 
brother the king of Pruffia, and thofe 
with the flates general of the United 
Provinces, which have already been 
communicated to you, are direéed 
to this object, which I have uni- 
formly in view, and they will, I 
truit, be produttive of the happiett 
confequences in promoting the fecu- 
rity and welfare of my own domini- 
ons, and in contributing to the gee 
neral tranquillity of Europe. 


— 


Letter from his Britannic Majefty to 
the States General, on the Appoint- 
ment of ax Ambajfador Extraore 
dinary and Plenipotentiary to their 
H gh Mightineffes. 

High and Mighty Lords, our good 
Friends, Allies, and Contede- 
rates, 

WE are too much interefted 
in the happy events which have 
lately occured in your republic, 
not to choofe the moft agreeable, 
and, at the fame time, the moft 
ftriking proofs of our fatisfaction in 
them. We have for this purpofe 
thought proper to inveft with the 
character of our ambaffador extra- 
ordinary and plenipotentiary fir 
James Harris, who has refided with 
you fome years, and to whofe emi- 


nent fervices you are no itrangers. 
(I) We 
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We therefore perfuade ourfelves 
that our choice of him on this oc- 
cafion cannot but prove agreeable ; 
he is (0 fully inftruéted in our fen- 
timents, that he will not fail to re- 
iterate to you, in the mott forcible 
and folemn manner, the affurances of 
our affection, as well as of our atten- 
tion to whatever relates to the ad- 
vantage and profperi'y of your re- 
public, Our {aid ambaffador, a- 
greeable to our initrudtions, will 
not fail to ufe his conftant endea- 
yours to cement and increafe more 
and more the clofe and happy union 
which fubfitts between us, the con- 
tinuance of which is effential to the 
reciprocal interefts of the two na- 
tions. 

We defire you to put an entire 
confidence in whatever he fhall make 
known to you from us, and we 
pray God to preferve you, high 
and mighty lords, our good friends, 
allies, and confederates, in health, 
and in his favour. 

From our Palace at St James’s, 
the z¢th of February, in the 
Year 1788, and the 28th of 
our Reign, 


(Signed) 
(Underligned) 


GEORGE R. 


CARMARTHEN. 





Trea'y of defenfive Alliance between h's 
Britannic Majefty and their High 
Mightineffes the States General of 
the United Provinces. Signed at the 
Hague, the 25th of April, 1788. 


THE mutual and fincere friend- 
fhip which has fo long fubfifted be- 
tween his majeity the king of Great 
Britain, and the lords the flates 
general of the Unired Provinces, 
having been increafed and itrength- 


ened by the intereft whigh his Bri- 


tannic majefty has lately*manifefted 
ia the prefervation of the indepen. 
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dence of the republic, ang of: 
legal conftitution, his {aig t 
andthe faid lords itates Seneral of 
United Provinces, have refolved, 
order to cement in the moit {i 
and lafting manner the 200d hy 
mony, confidence, and 

dence between them, to form pe 
manent engagements, by & trep 
of defenfive alliance for the yood g 
both parties, and for the mane 
nance of the general tranquillity, 
well as of their own in paniculy 
To accomplith fo falutary a puree 
his majefty the king of Great Bs, 
tain has named and authorifeds 
James Harris, privy counfelly, 
knight of the Bath, member ef & 
parliament of Great Britain, af 
his majetty’s ambatlador extraord, 
nary and plenipotentiary to the 
high mightinefles ; and their hig 
mightineffes the {tates general ¢ 
the United Provinces have named 
and authorifed their deputies f& 
foreign affairs ; who, after comm. 
nicating to each other their fl 
powers in due form, and havin 
conferred together, have agnn 
upon the following articles ; 


ARTICLE L 
There fhall be a fincere, fr, 
and conftane friendhip and unin 
between his Britannic majefty, bs 
heirs apd fucceffors, and the lon 
the iiates general of the United Po 
vinces, fo that the high contradig 
parties fhall direct their utmof & 
tention to maintain this mote 
friendfhip and correfpondenct t 
tween them, and their combs 
and fubjects; and they engage? 
contribute, as far as fhall be 
their power, mutually to prelem 
and defend each other in peace #® 
tranquillity. 
ARTICLE II. 


In cafe either of the hight 


~ : file 
tracting parties fhould be hon! 
attach 
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by any European power, 
sn “A world whatfoever, 
the other contracting party engages 
to fuccour its ally, a3 well by fea as 
by land, in order to maintain and 
varantee each other mutually in the 
ffefhon of all the dominions, ter- 
ritories, towns, places, franchites, 
and liberties, which belonged to 
them refpectively before the com- 


mencement of hoftilities. 


ARTICLE III. 

His Britannic majefty guarantees, 
in the molt effectual manner, the 
hereditary Statholderate, as well as 
the office of hereditary governor of 
each province, in the ferene houfe 
of Orange, with all the rights and 
perogatives thereto belonging, as 
forming an effential part of the con- 
ftitution of the United Provinces, 
according to the refolutions and di- 

lomas of the years 1747 and 1748, 

* virtue of which the prefent Stadt- 
holder entered into the poffetlion of 
thofe offices in 1766, and was re- 
initated therein in 1788: engaging 
to maintain that form of govern- 
ment againft all attacks and enter- 
prizes, direct or indirect, of what- 
focver vature they may be. 


ARTICLE IV. 

The fuccours mentioned in the 
fecond article of this treaty of de- 
tenive alliance, fhall confift, on the 
part of his Britannic majetty, of 
eight thoufand infantry, two thou- 
land cavalry, twelve thips of the 
line, and eight frigates, which re- 
fpective fuccours fhall be furnifhed 
in the {pace of two months after re- 
quiliuon made by the party attacked, 
and fhall remain at its difpofal dur- 
ing the whole continuance of the 
war in which it thall be engaged, 
whilft thofe fuccours (whether fhips 
and frigates, or troops) fhall be 
Puid and maintained by the power 
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of whom they hall be requir. 
ed, wherever its ally fhall em- 
ploy them. 


ARTICLE V. 

In cafe the ftipdlated fuccours 
fhould nor be fufficient for the de- 
fence of the power requiring them, 
the power to whom requilition fhull 
be made fhal! fuccefively augment 
them, according to the wants of its 
ally, whom it fhall affift, even with 
iis whole force, if circumftances 
flould rendered it neceffary ; but it 
is exprefsly agreed, in all cafes, that 
the contingent of the lords the {tates 
general fhall not exceed ten thou- 
fund infantry, two thoufand caval 
ry; fixteen thips of the line, and 
fixteen frigates. 


ARTICLE VI. 

But as it may happen (confiderin 
the diftance of feveral of the poffefe 
fions of the two high contracting 
parties,) that the advantages, which 
ought to refult to them reciprocally 
from the conclufion of the preient 
to may become illufory, uniefs 
meafures can be taken for the mutual 
defence of thofe poffeifions, before 
their refpective governors could ree 
ceive orders from Europe for that 
purpofe ; itis ftipulared and agreed, 
that in cafe either of them fhould be 
hojlilely attacked, or even menaced 
with an hoftile attack, in its pof- 
fefions, whether in Africa or in 
Afia, by any European power, the 
governors of their fertlements in 
thofe parts of the world fhall be en- 
joined to concert together the fuc- 
cour to be furnifhed, and, in cafe 
of need, to furnilh fuch fuccour, in 
the moft fpeedy and effectual man- 
ner, to the party attacked ; and that 
orders to that effect fhall be expe- 
dited to the faid governors immedie 
ately after the conclufion of the pre- 
fent treaty: and in cafe the two high 
(E 2) cons 
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contraéting parties fhould be obliged 
to furnish the aforefaid fuccours, 
they fhall not permit the fhips of 
war, of what nature they may be, 
of the power attacking, to enter into 
any of their ports in the aforefaid 
fettlements, until peace fhall be re- 
ftored between the party attacking, 
and the ally of the contracting 
party, unlets the faid veflels be 
forced to take refuge there, to avoid 
perithing, or being flipwrecked. 


ARTICLE VII. 

If it fhould happen that the two 
high contracting parties fhall be e- 
qually involved in a war againit a 
common enemy, they reciprocally 

romife each other not to difarm 
ut by common conlent ; and they 
fhall communicate to each other 
confidentially the propofals for a 
peace, or truce, which may be made. 


ARTICLE VIII. 

If the high contradting parties 
picfer furnithing their fuccours of 
troops in money, they fhall be at 
liberty on each fide fo to do;. and 
then tuch fuccour thal! be computed 
at one hundred thoufand florins, 
Deutch currency, per annum, for 
one thouland imiantry, aod at one 
hundred and twenty thoufand flo- 
rins, of like value, tor one thou- 
fand cavalry, per annum, andinthe 
fame proportion by the month. 


ARTICLE IX. 

The power sequiring fhall be 
obliged, whether the thips, frigates, 
ane troops with which it (hall have 
deen furnitled, remain for a long 
or fhoert time im tts ports, to provide 
whatever they may want, at the fume 
price as it they belonged to” stag 
power itielf. It has been agreed, that 
the tard troops or fliips thall not in 
auy cate be at the expence of the 


party requuing, but that they thall 
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neverthelefs remain at its dig 
during the whole Continuance 4 
- ~ in which it fhiall bee 
The fuccours above menti 

with refpect to difcipline, bone 
to the orders of the chief officer why 
commands them ; and they fhall ne 
be employed feparatcly, or others 
than in concert with the faid om, 
manding officer: with regard to, 
operations, they fhall be why 
fubject to the orders of the cop, 
mander in chief of the powers 
quiring. 


ARTICLE ¥X, 

It is agreed, that until the m 
powers conclude a treaty of com. 
merce with each other, the fubj 
of the republic fhall be mm 
the kingdoms of Great Britain x 
hreland, as the mott favoured m 
tion; and the fame fhall be obfernd 
in the United Provinces towardste 
fubjects of his Britannic majely, 
It is, however, to be underiion 
that this article is not to extends 
a diminution of the import duis 
payable upon linens. 





ARTICLE XL, 

Whereas by the fourth artickd 
the treaty of peace, figned in th 
month ot June, 1784, his Britons: 
majefty engaged to treat with te Be 
lords the ftates-general for the rei 
tution of Negapatnam, with it & 
pendencics, in cafe the faid be 
the ftates-general fhould in fuer B 
have any equivalent to give; B 
whercas their high mightinefies bt B™ 
now renewed their requelt foro F™ 
taining that reftitution, as well ® 
fettling and determining precie) 
the fenfe of the fixth articles! 
treaty, concerning the navigatioe® 
Britith fubjects in the eaftern tes 
his Britannic majeity, in order ® 
maniteft his good-will cowards & 


republic, is- difpefed to - 
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thefe defires of their high mighti- 
nefles, and even to fecure to the re- 

ublic additional and real commer- 
cial advantages in that part of the 
world, as foon as an equivalent tor 
thofe objects can be ayreed upon ; 
in return for which his Britannie 
majelty will require nothing « but 
what is favourable to the reciprocal 
interelts and fecurity of the con- 
tracting parties in the Indies : and, 
to prevent the negotiations for fuch 
arrangements from retarding the 
conclufion of the prefent treaty, it 
is agreed that they fhall be begun as 
foon as pofiible, and be concluded 
in the fpace of fix months from the 
date of the prefent treaty ; and that 
the convention to be made thereon 
fhall have the fume force as if it was 
inferved in th€ treaty itfclf. 


ARTICLE XI. 

The prefent treaty Thall be rati- 
fied on each fide, and the exchange 
of ratifications fhall be made in the 
fpace of fix weeks, or fooner, if it 
can be done. 

Done at the Hague, the fifteenth 
of April, one thoufand feven 
hundred and eighty-cight. 

(L.S.) James Hargis. 

(LS.) J.W.Conre pEWELDEREN. 
(L.S.)W.F.HovanWasseNakr. 
(L.S.) L. P. van DE SPIEGEL. 
(L.S.)GuritaumepECITTERS, 
(L.S.) W. N. Pestrers. 

(L.S.) Cuarnes Bicor. 

(L.S.) M. B. C. van Vierst 


VAN BorRGEL. 





434 of Guaranty of the Stadtholder- 
Jowp of the United P; OVINCESs by 
a High Mightinefis the States 
General. 

: THE lords the {lates of the Pro- 

Vinces of Guelderland, Holland and 
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Welt Friefland, Zealand, Utreche, 
Friefland, Overyflel andGroningen, 
and of the county of Drenthe, hav- 
ing reflected upon the caufes of the 
intettine divifions by which the re- 
public, and each province in parti- 
cular, have of late years been dif- 
tracted ; and having found that 
thefe divifions have, tor the grearett 
part, arifen trom the falfe and dan- 
gerous idea entertained by certain 
perfons, whether real or pretended, 
refpeéting the coniticution and form 
of govermnent of thefe provinces, 
and efpecially with regard to the 
importance and neceffity of the high 
and hereditary dignities of ftade- 
holder, captain and adimiral-general, 
which idea they had initilled into 
the minds of ocherinh¢bitants not fo 
well intormed ; and having, more- 
over, confidered, that at the time of 
the happy retioration and confir- 
mation of the Hereditary Stadthol- 
derflip in 1747 and 1748, the con- 
federates regarded the union ofall 
thofe dignities in the perfon of one 
privee only, both with refpect to 
the feveral Provinces, and to the 
countries of the generality, as a 
fingular advantage to the republic, 
being convinced that the bond of 
the union would de:ive from it re- 
newed vigour and folidity: that 
confequently thefe dignities having, 
trom that period, obtained a clofer 
and more intimate connection with 
the whole confederacy, they oughe 
not only to be confidered as an ef- 
fential part of the conftitution and 
form of goveroment of each pro- 
vinee, but likewile of the republic 
at large, and fo attached to the uni- 
on, that it cannct poflibly fubfift and 
profper without thefe dignities ; and 
that therefore, as the confederates 
are bound to affift each other, at the 
rik of their lives and fortunes, for 
the prefervation ot the bund of Unie 


(E 3) ON,» 
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on, it neceffarily follows, that they 
are under a mutual obligation to 
fupport each other, in refpect torhe 
firft and principal means by which 
the union may be preferved and 
maintained, and to protect it with 
their united force againit all enter- 

rizes; the more fo as experience 
has fhewn during the late troubles, 
that from the beginnings of flight 
importance, which appeared at frit 
to have only trifling alterations in 
view, a general confufion enfued, 
which brought the con*.deracy to 
the eve of diffolution: the deputies 
of the above mentioned provinces do 
folemnly declare, in the name and 
by order of the lords and flates of 
their refpectives provinces, by the 
prefent act, that the faid lords the 
ftates regard and confider the digni- 
ties of the Stadtholder, captain and 
admiral-general, with all the pre- 
eminences and prerogatives there- 
wnto annexed, in the manner and 
upon the fame footing as they were 
conferred, in the feveral provinces, 
and poffeffed by the prefent prince 
Stadtholder, inthe year 1766, as an 
effential part of their conftirution 
and from of government, and they 
mutually guaranty the fame to 
each other, as a fundamental law of 
the State, promifiag that they will 
not fuffer this fundamental law, fo 
abfolutely neceflary for the repofe 
and fafety of the republic, to be 
deviated trom in cither of the pro- 
vinces of the confederacy. 

In teftimony whereof, we the un- 
derwritten, being, by virtue of the 
refolutions of their high mightinef- 
fes of this day, expre{sly authorized 
thereto, have each of us, in the 
name of our re[pective States, and 
jn conformity to their refpective re- 
folutions, figned this inftrument, 


Hague, June, 27, 1788. 
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Provifional Treaty of Difenfivg 4 


liance, between their Majf:, 
King of Prufia, and the King 


Great Britain, 


THEIR majetties the king of Pry 


fia, and the king of Great Brita, 


defiring to augment and confolidy. 
the union and amity which happii 
fubfift between them, and to hy 
cert the mott proper meafures bor 
fecuring their mutual interefts, hare 
refolved to renew and confirm thefe 
ties by a treaty of defentfive alli 
and have for this purpofe authors, 
ed (his majefty the king of Pryffy) 
the fieur Philip Charles D'Alyes. 
fleben, chamberlain, knight of th 
order of Sr, John of Jerulalem, @. 
voy extraordinary from his mayeliy 
to their high mightineffes the fate. 
general of the United Provinces; 
and (his majetty the hing of Gre 
Britain) fir James [arris, priry 
counfellor, knight of the order 
the Bath, member of the parliament 
of Great Britain, ambaflador e. 
traordinary and plenipotentiary of 
his majelly to their high mightinefle 
the flates-general of the United 
Provinces. 

Thele, after having reciprocally 
communicated their full powers, « 
greed upon the following articles; 


ARTICLE I. 


There fhal] be a conftant an 
fincere amity, an intimate and per. 
fect harmony and union betwets 
the faid moft ferene kings, thet 
heirs and fucceflors, their kingdoms, 
ftares, and refpective fubjects, ant 
they thall give all their attention, 
and ule all the means Provicest 
has beftowed on them, to maistes 
this connexion and correfpondenc 
of ttrict amity, and to advance thet 
common interefts, and for their m™ 


tual defence, agreeably to the treaty 
vi 
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of alliance concluded between Pruf- 
fa and England at Weitminiter, on 
the 18th of November, 1742, ren- 
dering the ftipulations of the fame, 
jvording to the circumftances of 


Europe. 
ARTICLE Il. 


The high contracting parties en- 
gage particularly, and promife to act 
ylways in concert, and in mutual con- 
fidenve, to maintain the fatety, in- 
dependence, and government of the 
republic of the United Svates, a- 
greeatly to the engagements which 
they entered into with the faid re- 
bic, namely, his Pruffian ma- 
jet. , according to # treaty conclud- 
ed at Berle, April 1s, 1788, and 
his Britannic majefty, according to 
atnaty concluded the fame day at 
the Hague, which the fa'd high 
contiacting parties have communi- 
cated the one to the other, 


ARTICLE IL 
In c-fe any occafion fhall happen 


when, in virtue of the ftipulations 
contained in the faid treaties, the 
high contracting parties fhall fee 
themfelves obliged to augment the 
fuccours to be piven to the flates- 
gencral, above the numbers {pe i- 
hed inthe faid treaties, or to aflift 
then with their whole force, the 
fad contradliny parties fhall concert 
together on what may be neceflary 
iclaive to the employment of their 
relpective forces, for the fafety and 
cetence of the faid republic. 


ARTICLE Iv. 


To cafe that one or other of the 
faid high contracting parties fhall, 
in any future time, be attacked, 
molefted, or difquieted in any of 
their fates, rights, poffeffions, or 
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interefls, by any other power, in con- 
fequence of any of the articles or fti- 
pulations confirmed by the faid trea- 
ties, or of any of the meafures taken 
by any of the faid contracting par- 
ties in virtue thereof, the other con- 
trating party engages to fuccour 
and affift againft fuch an attack. 
And the faid contracting parties, in 
all fuch cafes, promife to protect 
and guarantee each other, in the 
pofleilion of all their ftates, towns, 
and places, belonging to them be- 
fore the commencement of fuch hof- 
tilities. 


ARTICLE V. 


The affiftance mentioned in the 
preceding article, thall confift of fix 
thoufand infantry, and four thou- 
fand cavalry, which hall be fur- 
nifhed within the fpace of two 
months after the requifition made 
by the party attacked, and fhall re- 
main at the difpofal of that party 
during the war, to be employed on 
the continent of Europe, in fuch 
manner as the party demanding 
them fhall think proper; they hall 
alfo be paid and maintained by the 
power which furnithes them, but 
the party demanding fhall provide 
the troops, fo long as they are upon 
their territories, with grain and ne- 
ceflary forage, the fume as allowed 
to their own troops. 


ARTICLE VI. 


In cafe the affiftance flipulated he 
not fufficient for the defence of the 
power demanding it, the other pow- 
er fhall augment the fame in cafe of 
neceflit¢, and fhall aid with its whole 


force, if the circumflances require it. 


ARTICLE VII. 


The prefent provifional treaty 
fhall be ratified on the one part and 
(E 4) on 
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on the other, and the ratifica- 
tions thall be exchanged within fix 
months, or fooner if it can be 


ected. 
Done at Loo, in Guelderland, 
June 13, 1788. 
Signe 
PHILIPPE CHARLFS D’AL- 
VENSLEBEN, 
JAMES HARRIS. 





Treaty of Definfrve Alliance, bet-veen 
his Maje/?y the King of Great 
Britain, and his Mayefty the-King 
of Pruffia. 


THEIR maijeflies the king of 
Great Britain, and the king of Pruffia, 
being animated with a fincere and 
equal defire to improve and confo- 
Jidate the ftri€t union and friend- 
fhip which, having been tranfmitted 
to them by their anceflors, fo hap- 
pily fubfift between them, and to 
concert the moft proper meafures 
for fecuring their mutual interetts, 
and the general tranquillity of Eu- 
rope, have refolved to renew and 
ftrengthen thefe ties by a treaty of 
defenfive alliance; and they have 
authorized for this purpofe (to wit) 
his majefty the king of Great Brir 
tain, the fieur Jofeph Ewart, his 
envoy extraordinary at the court of 
Berlin; and his majetty the king of 
Pruffia, the ficur Ewald Frederick 
count de Hertzberg, his minilter of 
ftare, and of the cabinet, knight of 
the order of the Black Eagle ; who, 
after reciprocally communicating 
their full powers to each other, 
are agreed upon the following ar- 
ticles ; 


ARTICLE I. 
There thall be a perpetual, firm, 


and unalrerable friendthip, deten- 
Rre alliance, and ftyiGt qnd javiol- 
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able union, together with an ins, 
mate and perfect harmony and oy 
refpondence between the faid mod 
ferene kings of Great Britain yj 
Proffia, their heirs and {yce 

and their refpective kingdoms, d 
miuvions, provinces, Countries, and 
fubjects, which fhall be carefyy, 
maintained and cultivated, fo thu 
the contracting powers fhall op». 
{tantly employ, as well their y. 
mott attention as alfo thole meag 
which Providence has put in they 
power, for preferving at the fim 
time the public tranquillity and fey, 
rity, for maintaining their comme 
interefls, and for their mutual & 
fence and guaranty againtt ever 
hoftile attack ; the whole in eo 
formity to the treaties already fub. 
filting between the two high con 
tracting parties, which fhall remap 
in full force and vigour, and thal 
be deemed to be renewed by the 
prefent treaty, as far as the fam 
fhall not be derogated from, with 
their own confent, by potericg 
treaties, or by the prefent treaty, 


ARTICLE I, 


In confequence of the engage 
ment contracied by the preceding 
article, the two high contratting 
parties flhall always aét in concen 
for the maintenance of peace and 
tranquillity ; and in cafe either ot 
them fhould be threatened with s 
hofti!c attack by any power what 
ever, the other fhall employ bs 
moft efficacions good offices for pr 
venting hofilisies, for procuring & 
tisfaction to the injured party, ax 
for effecting an accommoJation 
a conciliatory manner. 


ARTICLE Il. 


But if thofe good offices fhould 


not have the detired effict, int 
ipact 
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of two months, and either of 
the two high contracting parnes 
fhould be hoitilely attacked, moleit- 
ed, or difturbed, in any of his do- 
minions, rights, poffeflions, or in- 
teres, or in any manner whatever, 
by fea or land, by any European 
power, the other contra ting party 
engages to fuccour his ally without 
delay, in order to maintain eaoh other 
reciprocally in the pofleifion of all 
the dominions, territories, towns, 
and places, which belonged to them 
before the commencement of fuch 
holtilities : for which end, if his Prut- 
fan majeity fhould happen to be at- 
tacked, his majefty the king of Great 
Britain fhall turnith to his majeity 
the king of Prutlia a fuccour of fix- 
ven thoufand infantry, and four 
thoufand cavalry; andif his Bri- 
tannic majetty fhould happen to be 
atracked, his majeity the king of 
Pruffia thall likewite furnifh to him 
afuccour of fixteen thoufand infan- 
try, and four thoufand cavalry ; 
which refpective fuccours fhall be 
furnifhed in the fpace of two months 
after requifition made by the party 
attacked, and fhall remain at his 
difpofal during the whole continu- 
ance ct the war in which he hall 
be engaged. Thefe fuccours fhall 
be paid and maintained by the re- 
quired power, wherever his ally 
fhallemploy them; but the requir- 
tog party thall fupply them, in his 
dominions, with fuch bread and 
forige as may be neceflary, upon 
the footing to which his own truops 
are accufiomed, 

It is neverthelefs agreed between 
the high contracting parties, that 
it his Britannic mayetty Should be 
in the cafe of recciving the fuccour 
In troops from his Pruffian majetty, 
his Britannic majefty thall not em- 
ploy them out of Europe, nor even 
i the garriton of Gibraltar, 
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If the injured and requiring party 
fhould preter fuccours in money to 
land forces, he thall have his choices 
and in cafe of the two high con- 
tracting parties furnifhing to each 
other the ttipulated fuccours in mo- 
ney, fuch fuccours fhall be computed 
at one hundred thoufand florins, 
Dutch currency, per annum, for 
one thoufand infantry, and at one 
hundred and twenry thoufand flo. 
rins, of the like value, for one 
thoufand cavalry, perannum, or ia 
the fame proportion by the month. 


ARTICLE IV. 

In caie the ftipulated fuccours 
fhould not be fufficient for the dee. 
fence of the requiring power, the 
required power fhall augment them, 
according tothe exigency of the eale, 
and fhall affiit the tormer with his 
whole force, if circumflances thall 
render it neceflary. 


ARTICLE V. 

The high contracting parties here- 
by renew, in the mott expres tcrins, 
the provitional treaty of deientive 
alliance, which they concluded at 
Loo, onthe 13th of June in the pre- 
fent year, and they again engage 
and promile to act, at all times, in 
concert, and with mutual confi- 
dence, for maintaining the fecurity, 
independence, and government of 
the republic of the United Provin- 
ces, conforinably to the engage- 
ments which they have lately con- 
tracted with the faid republic; that 
is to fay, his Britannic majefty, by 
a treaty concluded at the Hague, on 
the isth of April, 1788, and his 
Prufian majelty, by a treaty figned 
the fame day at Berlin, which the 
f.id high contracting parties have 
communicated to each other. 

And if it fall happen that, by 
vistue of the fiipulations of the faid 
treaties, 
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treaties, the high contrating par- 
ties thould be obliged to — 
the fuccours tobe given to the ita'e>- 

1, above the numbers {pe ified 
in the faid treaties, or to affilt them 
with their whole force, the faid high 
contracting parties wi!l concert toge- 
ther upon all that may be neceffary 
relative to fuch an augmentation ot 
fuccours to be agreed on, and to 
the employment of their refpective 
forces for the fecurity and defence 
of the fad republic. 

In cafe either of the faid high 
contracting parties fliould, at any 
time hereafter, be atcacked, moleft- 
ed, or difturbed, in any of his do- 
minions, rights, poffethon:, or in- 
tercils, in any manner whatever, by 
fea or by land, by any other power, 
in confequence and in hatred of the 
articles og ftipulations contained in 
the {aid treaties, or of the meafures 
to be taken by the faid contracting 
parties refpectively, in virtue of 
thefe treaties, the other contracting 
party engages to fuccour and affitt 
him againft fuch attack, in rhe fame 
manner, and by the fame fuccours 
as are flipulated in the 3d and gth 
articles of the prefeot treaty ; and 
the faid contraing parties promile, 
in all fimilar cafes, to maintain and 
guaraoty each other in the poffeflion 
of all the dominions, towns, and 
places, which belonged to them 
refpeciively before the commence- 
ment of fuch hoftilities. 


ARTICLE VI. 


The prefent treaty of defenfive 
alliance fhall be ratified by each 
party, and the ratifications (hall be 
exchanged in the fpace of tix weeks, 
or fooner, if it can be done. 

In witnels whereof, we the under- 
written, being authorized by the 
bull powers of their majeitics, the 
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kings of Great Britain and of Pruffia: 
have, in their names, fivned the 
prefent treaty, and have thereto fe 
the feuls of our arms. 


Done at Berlin, the thirteenth 
ot Auguit, in the year of 
our Lord ore thoufand feveg 
hundred and eighty-cight, 

(L.S.) JOSEVH EWaRT, 
(L.S.) EWALD FREDERIC 
COMTE DE HERYz. 
BERG, 
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Remonflrance of the Parliament of 
Paris again the Uf of «tire 
ade Cachet, and the Jmprifonment of 
the Duke of O ‘leans, and the tus 
Magifirates of their Court, delivered 
March 16, 17388. 


MAY it pleafe your majefiy to 
confider, that it is the duty of your 
parliament to watch over the peo 
ple’s wants, and the rights of the 
fovereign ; the people may be milled 
by tattious men, and kings are 
too much expoied to dangerous fur. 
prizes. Parliament, fire, will (peg 
ot liberty to monarchs, aud recom: 
mend fubmiifion to fubjedts. They 
render that fubmiffion hovourable 
by their example, and that autho 
ty folid by their principles. In thor, 
the mo effential function ot your 
majefty’s parliament is to fummoa 
the roval power to the fiandardot 
juttice, and public liberty to the 
oath of allegiance. Such, lire, have 
been their patriot views, and the 
obje@ of their unremitied zeal, in the 
mott fevere and turbulent times. — 

Still animated by the fame fenti- 
ments, and ever jealous to celerve 
the good will of our gracious mo 
narch, and infure the liberty of out 
fellow-citizens, we come to point 
out, at the fuot of the throat 
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faral error that could feduce the 
Last of . fovereign ; we come to 
invoke your majetty Sy) juilice, wil- 
dom, anu humuasity, againit the 

cious employing of letters de 
cachet. At this terrible word all 
hearts (hudder, all ideas are clouded 
with horror. The individuals feized 
with thefe dreadful fymptoms, look 
with amazement at one another, 
and, afraid of explaining themielves, 
remain in a ftate of inaction, The 
people in filence fcarce dare to life 
theit thoughts to that inconceivable 
power, which difpofes of men with 
out hearing or judging them; that 
plunges and keeps them, at plea- 
fure, in total darknets, whither the 
cheartul light of day never enters, 
no more than the reviving afpect of 
the law, the cry of nature, or the 
voice of friendfhip; to that power 
that for exillence depends on myf- 
tery, and derives its title from force 
alone; to 2 power exercifed with 
impunity by the miniilers of flate, 
their deputies, and the agents of the 
polices to a power, in fhort, which, 
rom the prime minifter to the very 
inferior officers of the police, lays 
over our heads an endlefs chain of 
formidable oppreffors, before whom 
remain filent and ina@tive the facred 
laws of nature, and thofe of the 
conflituiion, No, fire, the laws of 
bature, and the laws of the conftitu- 
Gon, fhall never reproach your par- 
liament (the living law at the foot 
of the throne) with having flood 
fhameiully inactive, and with hav- 
ing preferved a guilty filence. 

Man was born free, and his hap- 
ponels depends on juttice, Liberty 
san IMprofciiptible right. It con- 
filts in the power of living fuitabl 
to the tenor ot the laws; jultice is 
fn uorerlal duty, and this duty is 
=the ta ors that 
Wt lelee «ane ought to guide 

’ : Ver to difpenfe with it in 
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the monarch or the fubje@. Ju/fice 
and Liberty! This, fire, is the prn- 
ciple and end of all fociety, the 
ftable and unmoveable foundation of 
all power: and fuch is, for the hap- 
pinels of mankind, the wondertul 
connection of thefe two ineftimable 
bleffings, that no reafonable autho- 
rity, no folid obedience can ever 
fubfiit without them. ‘The praétice 
of lettres de cachet overturns all this 
fyitem. Juitice thereby becomes 
mere illution, and liberty retains 
but the name. Such practice is re- 
pugnant to reafon, and contrary to 
the orders of the ftate; the motives 
alleged, in order to authorize it, are 
but preiences clearly refuted by ex- 
amples. It muft certainly be repug- 
nant to reafon, fince it evidently is 
to the nature of aman, to that of 
royalty, and to the primitive no- 
tions of morality. Such are the ef- 
fential characters of lettres de cachet. 

The nature of man is not that of 
being independent. Independence 
to him is a ftate of war; force and 
cunning are by turns his predomi- 
nant paflions, and juftice divefted of 
fanction is divefted of power. The 
nature of man is, therefore, a pro- 
penfity to join his fellow-creatures, 
and to live in fociety, under the re- 
firiGtion of certain general rules, 
named the laws. But all rules, con- 
ventions, or agreements, that con- 
firain, without protecting him, could 
no longer be termed laws, but fet- 
ters. Force may prepare them, it 
is true, and weaknefs or folly may 
wear them; but force does not 
oblige, and weaknefs and folly can- 
not engage themfelves. All lawful 
fubmiilion is voluntary in its princi- 
ple; a guilty citizen has confented 
betore hand to the fentence that 
condemns him. Were fome men to 
fay to others, ** exercife an arbitrary 
power over us : we give ourconfent, 
that the tribunals be without — 
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aud the laws of no ufe ; a word from 
your mouth, a fignature from your 
hand, fhall deprive us of our liberty, 
of our goods, of our wives, of our 
children, of the very right of de. 
tending ourfelves:”” were fome men 
to bold fueh language they would 
certainly pafs tor madmen, The 
people’s conient, therefore, to the 

wer of uling lettres de cachet is 
macompatible with the ufe of reaton ; 
aeafon is the natural flate of man, 
as well as of foctety ; the practice, 
therefore, of fuch letters is repug 
pant to the nature of man, bovh as 
a rational and a focial being. 
Will they fay, that this practice is 
founded on the nature of monar- 
chical power? The anfwer could 
eafily be found. Kings reign eather 
in virtue of conquett, or by law: 
if theconqueror abufes his conquett; 
af he ftrikes at the rights of man; 
if the conqueit is not changed into 
capitulation, force, that diipofes of 
the fruits of vitory, does not retain 
fubjets at the conqueror’s feet, but 
flaves. Whatever reafon forbids the 
people to confent to, kings have it 
not in their power to ordain. Befides, 
how could reafon bear to fice the 
whole fyflem of morality overturned? 
The tutelary maxims of mankind, 
happily, want no proofs. They fup- 
pore themfelses by their own evi- 
dence. It is ewident that juftice mutt 
equally hold the fcales between the 
poor and the rich ; and it is evident 
that fhame and punifhment are due 
to the guilty, and tothem alone. If 
there exited a power that could in- 
terrupt the courfe of lews, and pare 
ti lly detend the gu Ity, by preferv- 
ing theone and abandoning the others, 
st is evident, that this power, in 
compromifing juilice in the punifh- 
ments fhe has already pronounced, 
would add to the idea of a precedent, 
that likewife of preference : and if 
the preference granted by this power 
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were to be conftantly referved fora 
particular clafs of citizens, and je, 
tufed to all others, it is evident thy 
the law not allowed to punith fuck 
and fuch a crime, but fuch and fuch 
a clafs of fociety, would invarigh! 
keep in a ftate of terror and difyrace 
all chofe claffes that are proferibed 
without any regard for innoceace er 
judtice. The application of thef 
iwconteftible marks is very appofite 
to the practice of lettres de cacher, 
Two men, for inftance, meet; op 
is weak, the other ftrong ; one poor, 
the other rich ; the poor may fay 
to himfelf—* if this man offends 
me, if he attacks my honour, my 
liberty, my life, the laws affure me 
that they will grant me their fup. 
port—the laws deceive me—autho. 
rity may difpofe of it otherwife— 
authority will prevail—but fhould 
I affend him, I fhall be purfued, 
imprifuned, abandoned, difhonoured 
and punifhed—this very authority 
will be filent for me—thefe very laws 
inexorable—where then 1s juftice? 
Is mifery a crime ? Is humanity 
lone vo longera title? A poor man, 
fiiendlefs, without any credit, is be 
no longer a citizen ?” 

The orders of the ftate are no lel 
contrary to the practice of lettres de 
cachet, than the principles them. 
felves. Ambition, revenge, flattery, 
and avidity—in a word the moi 
violent and the moit abject patlons 
have tefheged at all times the mo- 
narch’s throne; but at all times 
too the laws have forewarned the 
fovercign, and protected the fub- 
jects, and af not with equal fuceels, 
at leaft with equal energy ; and ths 
continual ftruggle of arbitrary power 
ayaintt liberty has not prevented J 
berty from triumphing in_ the peo 
ple’s and the monarch’s minds. The 
laft {lates of Blois have intreated his 
majefty to confine the ufe of lettres 


de cachet, to thofe who had the be 
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pour to dine at his royal manfion, 
not to feclude them from their oc- 
gupations, or deprive them of their 
poufehold gods, and of their fa- 
milies—but to prevent their being 
admitted into the palace of his royal 
, without depriving them 
however of his juftice. Et ita max- 
sm in our monarchy that no cinzen 
can become a prifoner without an 
order from the judge. All the kings 
of the two firft races have acknow- 
ledged it, Hugues Capet found it 
st hisaccefion to the throne. All 
orders and decrees iffued under the 
third race have confirmed it. It is 
this maxim that became the foun- 
dition of the only diftinction we find 
in our laws between the prifoners 
for crimes and thofe for debts ; and 
the claufe in the edict of 1670, a- 
greeable, in this point, to all the 
eding ones, has (amped it with 
the feal uf validizy, by requiring, 
that prifoners for crimes fhould be 
examined within four-and-twenty 
hours after unprifonment : but how 
ineffectual fuch a wife difpofition ; 
how ridiculous fuch a precaution, 
as long as the practice ot lettres de 
cachet fhall fubfiit ! 

Thus the rights of mankind, the 
fundamental principles of fociety, 
the moft brilliant lights of reafon, 
the deareft interefls of lawful power, 
the elementary maxims of morality, 
the laws of the conttitution—all, in 
fhort, unanimoufly rife ayainft the 
practice of lettres de cachet. By 
What fatality, fire, has it been in- 
troduced and continued in your do- 
mmons? We are not aftonithed to 
fee that men, jealous of a tranfitory, 
but perfonal power, and greedy am- 
bitious courtiers, regardie(s of time 
to come, fhould colour this practice 
with the fpeciouis motives of public 
‘alety, or of the tranquillity and 
hong ir of many families. The fer- 
Wee mind follows the train of am- 
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bition with avidity: but that there 
fhould be citizens, blind enough not 
to fee, in every letter they folicit or 
acquiefce in, the dreadful dan 
that awaits them, fills us really with 
the greateit atlonifliment, and caufes 
in our breaits the deepeit afflidiion. 
It is time to combat an error fet off 
with the appearance of difinterefteg- 
nefs ; it might make an impreilion 
on the mind and heart of your mae 
jefty. 

Evidence wants but few words. 
The intereft of thofe who chufe to 
be inactive, out of temper, or ree 
fentful in the place they enjoy, 
does not by any means cuntribute to 
the public fafety. Public fufety has 
twe certain bafes, the terror of 
wickednefs, and the fhelter of in- 
nocence: the terror of wickednefs, 
the more exalted it is, and the thel- 
ter of innocence in propertion to its 
weakuefs. 

We have had the honour to prove 
to your majefty, that the ufe of let- 
tres de cachet is pofitively contrived 
tor abetting the powerful criminal, 
and intimidating the feeble inno- 
cent. 

Where no perfonal fecurity exifts, 
public fatety is but an imaginary 
blits; and where the practice of let- 
tres de cachet fubfifts, perfonal fecu- 
rity cannot exift. Public fafety is 
then but an imaginary blifs, where 
the practice of lettres de cachet fub- 
fits. If there are circumftances, 
fire, that require the fudden exer- 
cife of your authority, there are 
none that can authonife the fecret 
detention of a prifoner, who folicits 
his trial—there are none that can 
prevent his claims to juftice ; not his 
filence itfelf, nor even his formal 
confent to the lofs of his liberty, 
could be fufficient to do it. 

Your majefty’s anfwer in 1777s 
Kas given an indelible fintion to 
thefe national maxims. You declare, 

lire, 
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fire, that you will never fufler any 
attacks on the liberty of your fub- 
jets ; but that there are circumftan- 
ces in which public fafety requires 
that your authority fhould appear 
in fupport of jultice, to prevent a 
culprit’s evafion. How remarkable 
and how conforming were thefe 
words for the caufe of juilice! They 
conciliated liberty with power, and 
it is thus that your majeity has fixed 
upon this point, and with your own 
words, the principle, the object, and 
the limits Soul power. 

The honour and tranquillity of a 
family *, is the laft objection to the 
abolithing the practice of lettres ce 
cachet, but they do not reflect that 
this objection, the grand battery ot the 
partifans for arbitrary power, owes 
all its pretended confequence to the 
lettres themielves, the practice of 
which, once admitted, deceives bo- 
nour itfelf, and arms it againtt li- 
berty. 

Your parliament, fire, wiil agree, 
that the prejudice may exilt; but 
they will never agree that a falfe 
prejudice of honour fhould, for the 
fake of a few individuals, be contrary 
to reafon, and affect the public in- 
terefl, our morals, and our laws. 
And if fhould pleafe your majetty, 
alter having permitted the law toact 
indifcriminately on the guilty, with- 
out any diftin€lion of rank, or birth, 
to fend for their relations at your 
court, to employ them in your tri- 
bunals, in your councils, and in your 
armies, would any perfon dare to 
fay, that a prejudice, that is fub- 
lifted and nourifhed only by fuc- 
cels, would refift fo noble and fo 
auguft an example ? 

Many facts, pretty well known, 
can prove to your majefty, that the 
nation, more fenfible of their true 
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intereft, even in the mof clevated 
{pheres, are difpofed to receive from 
your hands the greatett bletfing 4 
monarch can beftow on his fubjec 

the gift Of liberty: it is a bleiin, 
that renders authority more firm 

and the laws more endearing. Iris 
this bleffing which nobly “rewards 
virtue, encourages the alpiiing ge. 
nius, and puts a bridle on turbue 
lent licentioufnef$: this your par- 
liament come to reclaim, fire, in the 
name of a generous and faithful pe 
tion, They mott refpectfully entrest 
you to abolifh for ever the ufe of 
lettres de cachet. They conjure yoy 
effectually to reject all ambitious 
counfels, and frivolous motives, and 
that perfidious intelligence, which 
is as much difowned by reafon, as it 
is refuted by facts. How cruel, that 
your majeity cannot cnter into the 
minute details of fuch intelligence, 
generally made up by fubsltern off. 
cers, On fome pretence, always 
kept fecret, or on informations al- 
ways Clandeftine! Oh fire, could 
you but interrogate thofe victims of 
arbitrary power, confined, abandon. 
ed, and forgotten, in thofe impenes 
trable dungeons, where filence and 
injuftice ever dwell, how many of 
them would yeu find who never 
threatened to difturb the tranquiilit 

of the itate, nor ever meant to iit 
honour the refpectable name of theit 
family ? Unhappy victims! toon 
would your majefty be convinced, 
that intrigue, avid.ty, luft of power, 
thirt of revenge, the dread or hate 
of juttice, humour, caprice, and the 
mere whim of a man of credit, prt 
fide by turns at the difiribution of 
lettres de cachet. You would then 
know to what torments is condemned 
the wretch for whom the fun rifet, 
without any hopes, and the night 


© A lettre Ue cachet, for Inflance, can fcreen a fubje@& from a corporal or capital 
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returns; 
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ecturos, without any sepole for him. 
Terrible uncertainty defpondency 
worie than death! and all thele 
horrors in the name of majeity: 
Yes, fue, were you but to behold 
the dreadful manhons of forrow, 
vou would land aghait at the cruel 
fate of your fubjects > you would 
fhudder at the condinon ot princes 
themfelves, and you would haften 
to deftroy thofe invifible arrows that 
frike at juftice, both when aiming 
at the innocent and the guilty. 

Animated by this hope, and 
founded on thefe principles, your 
purliament, fire, ater having fued 
tor the liberty of the nation, cannot 
help fuliciting once more tor that 
of the three curnzenos. We have au- 
thority to believe that the duke of 
Orleans and Metirs. Freteau end Sa- 
batier are not yuilty. Were they 
fo, the right of judging them is re- 
ferved to your parhament ; and the 
charming preroyative oi pardoning, 
to your majetty. 

See is by NO means a privis 
lege, but aright. It is the duty of 
ali governments to re{pect that right. 
The tame force that deprives a de- 
liberating sflembly of their mem- 
bers, afiects the whole body. Some 
are atreited, the others are threa- 
tened, none are free. A deliberat- 
ing aflembly deprived of their free. 
dom, threatencd by torce, if they 
fill continue to deliberate, and rile 
above tear, can be fupported only 
by their fideliry, 

This virtue, fire, has not forfaken 
your parhament. They will not 
cefe to folicit, ina very refpecttul 
manner, the bietling of public liber- 
ty, by the abolirion of lettres de ca- 
chet, and the perfonal liberty of 
that auguit prince, the firit of the 
blood royal, and of the two exiled 
Oagitrates, Burt it is no longer a 
Pince of your blood, nor two mas 
Plitaics that youl pat lament claims 
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now in the name of the laws, and 
ot reafon; it ts three French indivi- 
duals—three men. 


His Majetty’s Anfwer. 

I had forbidden, you gentlemen, 
to contiwue jour reprefentations at- 
ter the gth of January ; and itis not 
by difobeying my orders, that you 
will ever obtain the return of the 
magilirates I have thought proper 
to punifh, I have nothing to add 
to my former anfwer: I have told 
you, that my fubjects’ liberty is as 
dear to me as to themfelves: but I 
fwil never fuffer my parliament to 
oppofe the exercife of a power, to 
which families have been indebted 
for the prefervation of their honour, 
and the ftate for its tranquillity. 
Mv parliament, with due refpea 
and filence; mut confide in my 
wifdom. I forbid you to have, or 
publifh, any farther deliberations 
on this fubject. 


—_ 


Refilution of the Parliament of Paris, 
May 3, 1738, on the Apprebenjion 
of Violence intendcd to be employed 
againft then. 

THE court being affembled, and 
having been apprifed by public re- 
port, and by a number of circume 
ttances, of the fatal ftroke which 
was mediating—concluded that the 
ill intentions of the miniftry ayainft 
the magiftrates were evidently ow- 
ing to the refiftance they made a- 
gaint two ruinous taxes—in refuf- 
ing to allow themfelves incompetent 
in matters relating to fublidies—in 
foliciting a convocation of the flates- 
general, and in laying a claim to 
the liberty of every individual fub- 
ject. That their endeavours can 
confequently have no other object 
than to convert (if poflible, without 
applying to the ftates-general) thole 
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by fuch means as the court of _ 
liament could notoppofe ; their duty 
being to ftand firmly againft all 
plans contrary to law, and to the 
welfare of the nation. The court 
further confidered, that the fyflem 
of complying with the king’s abfo- 
ore will, as expreffed in his diffe- 
rent an{wers, proves the minitter’s 
defiructive project of annulling the 
principles of the national govern- 
ment, which parliament is bound to 
maintain, and from which it will 
never depart. It declares, that 
France is a kingdom governed by a 
king according to the laws: that 
nel of thofe laws are fundamental, 
and are formed to maintain the 
geigning family on the throne in 
the male linc, excluding female fuc- 
eeffion: that the nation has the 
right of raifing fubfidies by the vore 
of the ftares-general duly convened 
and aflembled. 

That the court of parliament has 
a right.to confirm the king’s orders 
jn every province, and to order them 
to be enreyiftered, in cale they are 
conformable to the laws, the con- 
ftitutional rights of the province, 
and to the fundamental laws of the 
kingdom. They have alfo the pri- 
vilege of not being arrefted by 
any order whatever, without being 
immediately put into the hands 
of thofe judges to which they are 
connected by their fituatien. The 
court proteft againit any act of vio- 
lence attempted again{t the princi- 
ples hercin mentioned, and unani- 
moufly declares they cannot deviate 
from them by their oath ; that each 
member is refolved to oppofe all in- 
Rovations, nor will he adminifter jul- 
tice inany place but the court itlelf, 
competed of the fame perfons, and 
empowered by the fame privileges. 
—aAnd in cafe by force they fhould 
be compelled to cifperfe themfelves, 
and rendered unable to act in their 
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proper capacities, they cach declap 
they will return their privileges and 
rights into the hands of the king— 
his fgmily—the peers of the realg 


wor the ttates-general.—The court 


have given orders for the prefent re 
folutions to be fent to all the coury 
of the kingdom, 
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Addrefi of the Parliament of Par 
to the King. on toe Ai refi of Mf. 
freurs d Efpremevil and Monfam. 
bert, teva Counfellors of their Court, 
delivered May 7, 1788. 


SIRE, 
YOUR partiament is confirmed, 


by every proceeding, of the enti 
innovation which is aimed atin the 
fyitem of monarchy. At the mo 
ment even when your parliament 
were offering their tufpicions and re 
monitrances at the foot of the throne, 
an act of abfolute authoriry is ex 
ercifed in your name againf two 
magiitrates, whofe conduct is irre. 
proachable, and who fhould rather 
deferve your majefty’s protection fer 
their fupport of the rights of mo 
narchy. At the time that thed- 
puties of parliament were foliciting 
an audience at the foot of the throne, 
which public circumftarce feemed 
to require, the feat of fovereign 
juttice was invefted by a body of 
armed people, who committed at 
of violence in the middle of the 
nigiit, and at the time your patite 
ment were fitting. 

Your majefty has been advifed net 
to receive the deputation of your 
parliament, becaufe you had nxt 
been made acquainted of their com 
ing by a fpecial meflage. The e- 
forts that have been made to conceal 
truth from your knowledge butt 
plainly indicate the changes @ the 
conttitution which the enemies ¢ 
magittracy have endeavoured “ 
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ro713 and which they 

0 abies to attain by a {pe- 
cous plaufibility. Your majetty, 
ip fammoning your parliament to 
the throne, was abour to conciliate 
thelove of your people by a meafure 
fo conformable to ancient practice. 
fire, the French nation will 

: adopt the defpotic meafures ta 
rte paper sdvited, and whofe 
ehetts alarm the moft faithful of 
your magiftrates. We fhail not re- 
all the unfortunate circumftan- 

cts which afflict Os ; we fhall only 
ent to’ you, with refpectful 
frmnefs, that the fundamental laws 
of the kingdom muft not be tram- 
on, and that your authority 

can only be efleemed fo long as it is 
tempered with juftice. It is the in- 
rn of the nation which has de- 
termined each and every member 
not to take any part, either asa body 
or as individuals, in any functions 
which may be the confequences of 
new regulations ; nor will they affitt 
in any meafures which are not the 
unanimous refolutions of parliament, 
endued with all its privileges. Such 
is the nature of the French monar- 
chy; and we befeech your majefty 
not to fuffer apparent or momentary 
advantages to divert your attention, 
as they may only produce unhappy 
confequences. This objection is of 
fuch importance to the public tran- 
quillity, that the confideration of it 
rbs every other fentiment, and 
fearcely leaves us power to befeech 
your juftice in favour of the two 
magiftrates who have been recently 
torn from us, attended by circum- 
tances which we dare not defcribe. 
Your majefty will fooner or later 
difcover the juftice of our reprefen« 
tations ; and, in whatever fituation 
your parliament may find itfelf, it 
will feel the pleafing and confcious 


ation of having ufed its bet 
4789. 
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endeavours for the fervice of the 
king and the nation. 


-’ 





Speech of his Mef Chrifian Maje 

re the Affembly of Notabics, Mee 
1788, previous to the Declaration 
of bis lnutention to cftablifh a Court 
Plenary, ce 


IT is now twelve months paft, 
that my parliament of Paris has cons 
tinued to commit the greateft ex- 
cefles. Its members have not only 
endeavoured to place themfelves on 
a level with my authority, but they 
have even dared to affert, that no 
act had force, if not enregiftered. 
They have declared that they were 
not obliged te do it, although the 
nation fuffered by their refufal. The 
provincial parliaments have follow. 
ed their example in their preten- 
fions and undertakings. The confe- 
quences have been, that the moft ne« 
ceflary laws have not been executed, 
—that all the moft ufeful operations 
of government have been ftopped, 
and that public credit is diminifhed, 
—juftice has been fufpended, and in 
fhort that the national oe 
is overthrown. The fupprefiion of 
thofe exceffes is what I owe to my 
fubje&ts——to myfelf—and to my fuc- 
ceflors. I might have punifhed them, 
but I rather chufe to prevent their 
effects, I have been obliged to 
punith a few of the naniiees 
but, though it was indilpenfable, [ 
have done it with reluctance. I will 
not then annihilate my parliament ; 
but I will bring them back to their 
duty, and the limits of their inftitu- 
tion. I mean to avail myfelf of 
converting this momentary tempeft, 
to a falutary ¢pocha for my peoples 
to begin the reformation of judicial 
proceedings by the tribunals on 
which they are to be founded ; to 

(F) procure 
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procure juftice to be rendered in a 
more expeditious and lefs expentive 
manner; to entruft the nation with 
the exercife of its lawful nghts, 
which ought always to be conctiist- 
ed to mine. I will moreover eftab- 
lith, in every part of my kingdom, 
that unity of fyitem, without which 
a great {tate is always weakened by 
the number and extent of its ter- 
ritories. The order I mean to 
maintain is not new—there was but 
one parliament, when Philip the 
Fair fixed it at Paris.—A large ftate 
fhould have but one king, one law, 
and one power to enregiiter adis, 
Tribunals with a limited power 
fall fuperintend the majority of 
law-fuiis; the patliaments thote of 


more important confequences, A 


fingle court of judicature for the de- 
it of all the common law of the 
iugdom, and which fhall be charg. 
ed with its enregifterment. In fhort, 
a general aff mbly of the ftates, to af- 
femble not only once, but every time 
that the flate of affairs fhall require 
it. Such is the reftoration, which 
my love for my people has prepar- 
ed, and confecrated this day for 
their happinefs, which is my ooly 
defire. My keeper of the feals will 
deliver you my intention more at 
length. 





Speech of bis Moff Chriftian Mayeffy 
to the Parliament of Paris, May gy 


1788. 


Gentlemen, 

I made you yelterday acquainted 
with my will, and I now call you 
together again to confirm it, I 
fhall continue to perfift in the ex- 
ecution of a plan which has for its 
obje& the general tranquillity of 
the kingdom, and the welfare of my 


feople, 1 rely on. yous zeal and 
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fidelity for the good of my feryj 
ae I fhall have fixed on pr 
perfons to compofe my fur 
fembly. I flial elveon “aa 
before the ordinary time of Your 
fitting, if the good of the fervicg 
and the neceflity of the flate 
quire it.’ 








et 


Proteft of the Parliament of Pas 

againft the foregoing Declaration, 
: THE members of the Court periif 
in all their refolutions, particulary 
in that of the 3d of May; ther 
further proteft, and again’ declare 
that they will not affiit at any ach. 
berations in the fupreme affembly 
which his majetly is about to ‘sf 
flicute. That as it is not in ther 
power to deliver this proteft to the 
perfon whofe former province itwa 
to receive it, and fearing that ir wil 
not be prefented to his majefty, they 
have charged one of their membes 
to carry it toa notary, in order that 
it may be formally depofited, and 
they have given him orders to prin 
off as many copics as may be necel 
fary to make it publicly knows 
and authentic. 





The Grand S'gnior’s Declaration ef 
War againfi the Rufians, Aig. % 
1787. 

THE Ottoman government, from 
the love of peace and thre faith of 
nations, ever fince the treaty of 
Kainargi, concluded between the 
fublime Porte and the court of Rub 
fia in the year 1187 of the Hern 
(1774 of the Chriftian wra), hare 
inviolably conformed to the term 
of that treaty, in manifeft contr 
diction to the many fabricated 
ports of the Rufisas to the com 


trarye ate 
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rt of Ruflia, durjng the 
orod, notwith{tanding the 

tk mo ftipulations, that for 
the fyture all potlible care fhould he 
taken to avoid meafures calculated 
ty interrupt the good undertlanding 
that fhould rec procally fubfitt be- 
raven the powers in amity, cealed 
por to excite againit the Ottomans 
the Khan of Teflis, a prince long 
dependent on the Ottoman emptie, 
whofe revolt the fupported, and, by 
fending troops to-his aififtance, final- 
ly ma herielf miftre{s of his coun- 
try. A conduct fo diametrically 
oppofite to good faith could not ef- 
cape the notice of the fublime Porte; 
but as often as complaint Was made 
of thefg proceedings, inftead of re- 
drefs, they have béen conitantly re- 

aed. 
The mines of falt, which, by the 
exprefs terms of the treaty, were to 
be held in common, and which from 
time immemorial have been open to 
the inhabitants of Oczakow, the fub- 
jes of Ruffia on the borders have 
of late difputed ; and their refiflance 
juilified. 

The wywode of Moldavia, a 

rince confeffedly the fubject of the 
ads empire, corrup'ed by the 
Ruflian confuls, having ls and 
having been reclaimed by his fove- 
reign according to the exprefs terms 
ofthe treaty, the Ruffian minifter at 
Conitantivople had the hardivels to 
return a categorical anfwer, ‘* that 
his court would not furrender him.” 

Many other fimilarinftances might 
be produced, in which the court of 
Reilia have given an arbitrary ex- 
planation to the articles, in oppofi- 
tion to the direct fenfe of the treaty. 

She has placed confuls in Molda- 
via, Wallachia, the iflands of the 
Archipelago, and other unneceffary 
places, with a view to corrupt the 
Muflimans, to {pread diffenfions a- 


PAPERXA §&. (83) 
mong the believers, to feduce fome 
to enter into the Ruffian fervice, 
and to entice others to tet le among 
the Ruffians in civil employments ; 
and, by conflantly inter ering in the 
internal policy of the empire, the 
has affumed the privilege of diétac- 
ing to the Porte; infomuch that 
when the pachas, the judges, the 

vernors, and hofpod.rs, have dif- 
pleafed her, the has demanded their 
removal and punifhment, particu- 
larty that of the pacha of Caldir of 
Abia, and the hofpodar of Mol- 
davia. 

All the world can witnefs the 
readinefs with which the fublime 
Porte agreed to an unreftrained free- 
dom of commerce between the two 
empires, and with what faith that 
treaty has been maintained on the 
part of the Ortomans, The mer- 
chants of the fublime Porte had a 
right to expect the fame indulgence 
in the ports and dominions of Rutffia. 
On the contrary, in order to mono- 
polize all commerce to herfelf, the 
fubjects of the Porte have been con- 
{trained to pay double, and in f me 
cafes treble duties to what the fub- 
jects of the moft favoured nations 
were accuftomed to pay, though in 
violation of the exprefs terms of the 
fubfifting treaties; and when com- 
plaint has been made, and redrefs 
demanded, as well on that account, 
as on other breaches of good faith, 
fuch as with-holding payment for 
goods delivered on credit to Ruffian 
fubjects, the fame has been difre- 
garded, and the Ottoman merchants 
forbidden to employ the legal means 
of recovering their juft debts, and 
obliged to return ruined and undone 
by this unwarrantable treatment. 

Add to all this, that the fhips and 
veflels of the fublime Porte, which 
by ftrefs of weather have been fore- 
ed to feck -for thelter in the ports of 

(F a) Ruflia, 
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Ruffia, have been fired upon; in 
like manner as thofe that from time 
to time frequent the port of Soughak 
have been expoled to cannonades, 

The Ruffian minifter has repre- 
fented the affair of Teflis as a cir- 
cumftance of litle confequcnce; and 
jnfifted that the Porte would do well 
to pafs as act of oblivion of all that 
is pat, and to conclude a new 
treaty ; threatening, in cafe of re- 
fufal, to fend the Ruffian general 
prince Potemkin, with 60 oF 70,000 
men, to fertle all difficulties, at the 
head of which the emprefs is to ap- 

r in perfon: thus braving the 
Fablime Porte to an open rupture. 
The aftual march of prince Potem- 
kin, with fo confiderable a force, 
is ftrily conformable to the con- 
du& of Ruflia, previous to the in- 
vafion of the Crim. When this is 
@onfidered, the whole workd muft 
acknowledge that no confidence is to 
be placed in the faith of Ruffia. 
And as every ching has been thrown 
into diforder by the ferzure of the 
Crimea, and all fecurity wih-held, 
the minifters of the Porte demanded 
of the Ruffian minffter, that things 
fhould be placcd om the former 
footing ; that the Crimea fhould be 
reftored, and amity by that means 
ftrengthened and cemented. The 
Ruffian minifter gave for anfwer, 
** that he could not mention to his 
court the furrender of the Crimea, 
as he was well affured it never would 
be furrendered.” 

For all thefce reafons, and man 
ether offences of a public and pri- 
vate nature, the fublime Porte finds 
herfelf obliged by law to declare 
war, fubmitting the prefent mani- 
feito to the impartial judgment of her 
allies and the whole world. In the 
year of the Hegira 1201, the ith 
of the month Zibbedi, anfwering to 
Augult 20, 1787. 
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Manifele of the Empre 
againft the Porte, rsh f ot 


WE Catherine, &e. by thefe 
fents, make known to all our faith. 
ful fubjects, that, notwithftandiy 
the mot fulemn treaties now (yb. 
fitting, the Orroman Porte hag vice 
lated thofe facred ties ; and not cop. 
tent with an open declaration of yg 
againit our empire, has, contrary t 
the law of nutions, caufed our coun. 
fellor of ftate, M. Bulgakow, mj 
nilter extraordinary and plenipoten. 
tiary to the Ottoman court, to be 
arreited and imprifoned in the Seven 
Towers, The minifters of the Im. 
ie court of Germany and of 

rance have in vain interpofed their 
good offices to prevent this atro. 
cious proceeding. The contrary com 
duct, which we have obferved to 
wards the Porte, is notorious to all 
the work); burt on this occafion we 
feel ourfclves obliged to recapitulate 
thofe circumftances that are fil} 
frefh in the memory of thofe who 
were engaged in the laft war, which, 
in 1768, was with equal violence 
and injuttice declared againf us by 
the Oitomam government; a war 
which brought upen their empire 
misfortunes which they have to li 
ment at this day. Our armies made 
themfelves matters of Moldavia, 
Willacia, Beffarabia, and all thedor 
trefles in thofe countries ; poffeffed 
themfelves of the paffage of the 
Danube, and forced the enemy to 
take refuge in Bulgaria; nor were out 
naval forces lefs fuccefsful, which 
after having, by a decifive engage 
ment, deprived the enemy of al 
power of rcfiftance in the Meditern- 
nean, attacked and conquered maay 
iflands in the Archipelago. _ 

In the midft of all thefe triumph, 
and while the Ottoman forces wet 
daily dimimifhing, and unable - 
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the valour of our troops, yet 
veh was our love of peace, thatthe 
an Porte, terrified by fo many 
stories, no foorer fupplicated 
than we were ready to meet 
ae terms fo moderate, as tocon- 
yince the world that our motives to 
war hadnot been the love of conquett, 
but folely the reitoration of peace, 
and the prefervation of the tran- 
quillity of our empire. In effect, 
we abandoned to the enemy the con- 
yells we had made, referving to 
ourfelves only the cattle of Kinburn 
with its diftri€t, the country be- 
tween the Bog and the Dnieper, with 
the wo forts of Jenicale and Kertch, 
in the Crimeas—Such was the tenor 
of the treaty of peace, to terminate 
the war, concluded in our cam 
near Kainargi by our field-marfhal- 
general count Romanzow on eur 
rt, and by the grand vizir 
Makmer Moffan Sade on the part 
of the Porte, 

Ob.erving, however, that foon after 
the ratification of the treaty, difud- 
vantageous reitrictions were put upon 
out commerce on the part of the 
Porte, we imagined, that a particu- 
lar treaty of commerce, for the re- 
ciprocal accommadations of both 
empires, would fecure, as by a new 
tie, the uninterrupted union between 
the open fubjects in this in- 
tance, by placing them on the fame 
footing in point of tradein each em- 
pire with thofe of the moft favoured 
nations. From this new treaty (a 
proof of our fincere defire to live in 
peace with the Porte) we promifed 
ourlelves freth vigour to all former 
treaties ; but foon had reafon to dif- 
fover in what manner the Porte in- 
tended to anfwer our fincere and 
pacific difpofitions. 

Scarce was the treaty of Kuivargi 
known abroad, before the artificial 
fpirit of the Turkith policy began to 
operate ftrongly, in order go bring 
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the Tartar nations again into their 
fubjection. Incredible as it may ap- 
pear, as contrary to all good faith, 
a confpiracy was foon fecretly con- 
certed, to drive from the Crimea 
the old khan Selim Ghery, and to 
place the ufurper San Dowlet Ghery 
in his ftead. To favour this cone 
fpiracy, the Turks not only refufed 
to withdraw their troops from the 
ifland of Taman at the times bus 
afterwards, at the very moment in 
which the revolt among the Tartars 
againft their lawful fovereign took 
place, the captain pacha brought 
his fleet to anchor upon the coaft of 
Crimea. 

On this o¢cafion, in 1779, a con- 
vention was made for fettling the mif- 
underitanding refpecting the rights 
of the Tartars, This convention, 
however, had only a temporary et- 
feét; a very fhort time convinced 
us; that ic was not the fruit of fin- 
cerity on the part of the Porte, 

The Ottoman troops and their 
chiefs having made an incurfion 
into the country, of Schardfchugk 
and the ifland ot Taman, the Tar- 
tars at the fame time hazarded an 
irruption upon the confines of our 
empire. We forefaw the om 
with which we were threatened by 
the increafing revolt of the Tartars, 
and were not blind to the proceed- 
ings of the Turks, by which it was 
fomented; nor could we have a 
ftronger proof oftheir treachery than 
was manifefted by the commander 
of their troops, in caufing the en- 
voy of the khan Seliin Ghery, who 
was fent to demand the motives of 
his approach, to be beheaded. 

At this critical moment we found. 
ourfelves under the neceflity of 
marching oyr troops into Crimea, 
where we fuppreffed the revolters 
more by terror than by punifhment ; 
informing the Porte, at the fame 
time, with the moft f¢rupuloys 
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fincerity, of every flep we had taken 
to fruftrate their defign. 

This, however, proved no effec- 
tual remedy ; and we faw no end of 
the expences of keeping upan yf 
merely for the purpofes of ‘detend- 
ing our frontiers from the incurfions 
of thofe «marauding Tartars, en- 
couraged and affitted by the Ottoman 
troops. We therefore found our- 
felves conftrained, by neceflity, as 
the laft and only means of obtain- 
jng a durable peace, to add to our 
empire the Crimea, the ifland of 
Taman, and the Cuban, by diflodg- 
ing the neft of robbers, which for 
more than a year hed committed the 
moft cruel depredations on our fron- 
trers. This was nt done toenlarge 
the limits of our empire, already 
fufficiently extenfive, nor to indem- 
nify the expences we had incurred ; 
but abfoluicly to reot out and dif- 
troy the promoters of that enmity 
which had fubfifted between the 
people who inhabit the borders of 
the Ruffian and, Turkifh empires. 
The Porte herfelf felt the juitice of 
this proceeding, and acquielced in 
all we had done; obtaining on her 

art, by the convention made on 
hat oceafion, a diitrict on the left 
of the river Cuban, which had al- 
ways belonged to the country of 
Crimea. 
' Teis here to be recollected, that 
wien, by the treaty of Kainargi, 
we condefcended to yield to the 
Turkith empire the principalities of 
Moldavia and Wallachia, it was upon 
the exprefs condition, that the in- 
habitants of thofe diftreffed coun- 
tries fhould for the fpace of two 
ears, be free from any taxes or 
impofitions whatever ; but two years 
had not — when the Porte 
began to levy arbitrary exac- 
tions by the moft rigorous means. 
In 1777 fle exhibited a glaring in- 


flance of perfidy, in ordering the 
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execution of Gika, hofpodar of 
Moldavia, without a tial, and eveg 
without an accufation. ‘The into, 
lerable burdens impofed upon the 
people, the oppreflion under which 
they groaned, their crics and thes 
futierings were difregarded by the 
Muffulmans, who rejoiced in hyy, 
ing it in their power te render mi, 
ferable a people who io matnen 
and religion differed widely from 
themfelves. Their hofpodars were 
not lefs fubject to be depofed, by 
their offices being confirmed tothe 
by the higheit authority of the fate: 
thole who were the moft upright 
were often removed to make way 
for the moft tyrannical ; and it wa 
not long fince the hofpodar Alex. 
ander Mauro Cordato was driven to 
take refuge in the bofom of ovr 
Orthodox church, to avoid the fate 
of Gika his predecc flor, a capegi- 
bachi having been privately dif. 
patched to take away his lite; no 
interceflion of ours, though exprefs. 
ly itipulated, having ever been a 
tended with any effect. 

By the convention of Aina 
Cowalfki, it was agreed, that the 
Coffacs, who had fled from Saporog, 
fhould find no refuge beyond the 
Danube within the limits of the 
Ottoman empire; but this ftipuls 
tion was not only difregarded by the 
Porte, who continued to entertain 
thofe who had already fled, but in- 
creafed their number by the addi- 
tion of others who made their efcape 
from the bordering provinces. 

And although, by the treaty ref- 
pecting the Crimea, the river Cuban 
was to be the boundary of the two 
empires, yet thofe who were fettled 
on the Turkith fide held no terms 
with thote on the fide of Ruffia; but 
in their incurfions the moft violent 
aéts of robbery and plunder were 
committed ; and, when on 
was made to the Porte of thefe d 

predation, 
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ained. - 

{ris uoiverfally known, that, io 
the year 1783. prince Herachius, 
crar of Cartiliniaand Cachat, volun- 

iy fubmitced himfelf to our pro- 
te@tion and fovereignty, who, being 
wholly independent of the Porte, 
could on no account affect the en- 

ent we were under to their 
roment; yet, without having 
any right to interfere an that trant- 
sétion, the ceafed not fecretly to ins 
ftigate the Leghis Tartars, by means 
of the pacha of Alchanloki, to make 
jocurfions upon the territories of 
that prince, to lay them wafte, and 
to carry into flavery hisgChriftian 
fubjects, endeavouring at the fame 
time, through the machinations pf 
the pacha, to perfuade the {aid prince 
to renounce his folemn engage- 
ments with us, and to put himielt 
uoder the power of the Porte. Thete 
jnfances, added to the number- 
lefs infults and indignities to which 
our merchants and cenfuls have 
been expofed in their refpettive fi- 
tuations, were then {ufficient to jul- 
tify our proceeding to extremities, 
had not our innate love of peace and 
abhorrence of war, inclined us to 
chenih in our bofom the feeble-hope, 
that the Turkifh government would 
not always have recourfe to falfhood 
andtreachery, but that the fanétity 
ef oaths, upon which all nations 
found their mott fulemnengagements, 
would at leogth create in the Porte 
an internal fenfe of the obligation 
the was under to fuifil her engage- 
ment. 

Thus confident of the redtitude of 
our 4 reese and of being 
abletoinfpire the Porte withthe fame 
defire for peace, at the time when 
we fet our for Cherfon, we ordered 
Our minifler Bulgakow to meet us 
in that city, and fent him inftruc- 
fons to adjuft inan amicable manner 


gabe no fatisfaction could ever 
obt 
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all thofe differences which the Porte, 
as we now perceive, had fought in 
objedis the moit unjuft and frivolous, 
merely to ferve as a pretext to the 
rupture which fhe long had in view ; 
informing, at the fame time, the 
courts of Vienna and Verfailles of 
our pacific intentions, and of our 
extreme condefcenfion in pafliing 
over many provocations for the fake 
of peace. Thefe courts did juftice to 
our moderation ; and fhewed them. 
felves ready to employ their beft 
offices to maintain a good under- 
Rtanding between us and the Porte, 
Upon his return to Conftantinople, 
our minifter no longer found the 
leaft inclination on the part of the 
Porte to an amicable accommoda- 
tion. On-cthe contrary, on the 15th 
of July he was fummoned to a con- 
ference with the reis effendi, who 
oppofed to our demands the molt 
unjuft pretentions, viz. 

1. Thet we fhould renounceall our 
engagements with the czarofCartili- 
nia our fubject ; and that we fhould 
no more interfere in the tranfactions 
of Grutinia. 

2. That we fhould give orders for 
Mauro Cordato, hofpodar of the 
Owrius, tobe given up. 

3. That we fhould recall from 
Jaily the vice-conful Selunski, as 
having aided Mauro Cordato to 
make hissefcape, aud that he had 
fecretly feduced certain fubjedts of 
the Porte to fettle in Ruffia. 

4. That we thould appropriate to 
her fole ufe thirty-nine faJt pits in 
the difiwét of Kinburn, yielded to 
us with all its appendages. 

s. That we fhould admit Turkifla 
confuls into every port of Ruiffia, 
and into the trading cities of the 
Crimea. 

6. That the Ruffian veffels fhould 
fubmit to the ftricteft fearch, to pre- 
vent their being navigated by ‘Tur- 

kith fgilars, or having coftee, oil, 
(F 4) or 
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or rice, on board, though the moft 
extenfive frecdum with ref to 
all chofe articles had been ftipulated 
by treaty. 

7. That the merchants of the 
Porte flould pay only 3 per cent. 
in liew of all other cutloms in the 
ports of Ruffia. 

To all thefe requifitions the Porte 
had the arrogance to infift on a cae 
tegorical <i sy on or before the 
zoth of Auguit, which was render- 
ed almoft impracticable by the di- 
ftance of our capital from Conftan- 
tinople. | 

Our minifter, however, found 
no difficulty in refuting thefe pre- 
tenfions, as they were directly in 
the face of treaties, under which 
the Porte had aéted with a fertled 
refolution to proceed to war. For 
the fame reafon that the Turkifh 
minvifter gave to Bulgakow, ‘that 
he held null and void all conven- 
tions that had been made fince the 
treaty of Kainargi ;’” he refufed to 
pay attention to the reprefentations 
of the internuncio of his imperial 
majeity of Germany our ally, and 
to thofe of the minifter of France, 
who had interefted themfelves in the 
accommodation of the prefent dif- 
ferences for the prefervation of 
peace, Thefe were not only of no 
effect ; but, in order to crown trea- 
chery with infuit, the Porte tum- 
moned our minitter Bulgakow to 
council, and propofed to him the 
moit humiliating terms, “ that we 
fhould give up the Crimea ; that we 
fhould annul all former treaties to the 
advantage ot our empire; and that 
we fhould confent to a new treaty, 
in which the refpective claims of the 
two empires fhould be difcuffed 
afrefh, and adjuited ; bur, not being 
able to extort from our minifter 
thefe abiurd demands, contrary to 
all good taith and the cuftom ~ Mo 
tions, fie cauied him to be arreft- 
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ed, and committed to the 
‘Towers. 

From this impartial detail of 
things, drawn up with the moft 
ferupulous regard to truth, the im, 
partial world will do juitice to og 
pacific fentiments, to our conde, 
fcenfion, and to the pains we haye 
taken to preferve a good underflang. 
ing with the Ottoman Porte; and that 
this is the fecond time that we have 
been a drawn into war 
the unmerited provocations of the 
enemy of the Chriitan name, Ay 
therefore we arm ourfelves, no 
from inclination but from n 
to defeat the malignant machina. 
tions of the enemy, we have com. 
manded our armies to affemble, and 
have ordered our ficld-marthal. 
general Romanzow, and the prince 
Potemkin, to proceed againit the 
Ottomans, trufling that the righte. 
ous God, who has fo long and 
powerfully proteéted Rua, will 
continue to accompany our arins, 
and give us ftrength to render to the 
enemy according to his works. 

CATHERINE, 


Peterfburg, Sept. 18, 1787. 


Seveg 





The Emperor's Declaration of War 
ayainfi the Porte, Feb. 10, 1788 


ALL Europe have bcen witnels 
to the good taith with which the 
court of his imperial majeity has for 
many years cultivated peace with 
the Ottoman empire; the fiocere 
difpotitions it has manifefted on 
every occafion to preferve their good 
neighbourhood ; its diftinteretted 
and indefatigable endeavours to % 
void any interruption of their mu- 
tual harmony, and its readinefs to 
lend every office of mediation, to 
prevent any rupture between the 
Porte and the neighbouring courts 

Thefe pacitie intentions wes 

lately 














© mot 
the im. 
tO Our 


ve have 
rriland. 
ind that 
ve have 
War 
oe 
ee. Ay 
S$, not 
ceffity, 
china. 
e com 
le, and 
arthal. 
prince 
it the 
righte. 
and fo 
» will 
aris, 
to the 


INE, 


’ Wor 
788. 


ntnefs 
‘h the 
as for 
- with 
jucere 





PUBLIC 


‘folayed in the differences 
which as erween the Porte and 
emprefs of all Oe, Re 
emperor, uniting his endea- 
on thofe of hisaily the king 
of France, omitted nothing which 
was likely to effect an amicable ad- 
‘ufiment of their difputes. And 
whereas che grievances and demands 
ofthe court of Rutfia did not exceed 
a requifition for the juft execution 
of the exiftmg treaty between them 
and the Porte, and whereas the for- 
mer court fhewed the mojt favour- 
sble difpofition to accommodate the 
differences, his imperial majeity was 
not withoyt hopes that his endea- 
yours, joined to thofe of the court 
of Veriailles, would fucceed in pre- 
veoting @ rupture, and the calami- 
tous confequences that mylt inevit- 
ably attend it. 

Butthe Porte foon fhe wed the in- 
efficacy of this attempt of the unit- 
ed courts, and fhutting their eyes 
againft their falutary advice and 

exhortations, had the in- 
juttice to refufe the Rufhan envoy 
the neceflary delay for a courier to 
rewuro with freth inftructions from 
Peierfburgh, and required him to 
fign a formal deed, revoking and 
declaring void, the treaty ot com- 
merce concluded between the Porte 
and Ruffia, as well as every ftipula- 
on refpecting the Crimea. And 
in confequence of his refufal to ac- 
cede to a propolition, which, inde- 
pendent of its impropriety, exceeded 
the powers of an envoy, the Porte 
did not hefitate to confine this mi- 
uifter, contrary to the mott facred 
laws of nations, in the prifon of the 
Seven Towers, and to declare war 
againit Ruffia at the fame time. 

By fo violent a proceeding, things 
Were breught tothe moft critical ex- 
tremity; yet the emperor did not 
lofe hopes, that hoftilities might 

be prevented, He flattered 
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himfelf that the Porte, yielding to 
the reprefentations of all che foreign 
ambaffadors refiding at Conitanti- 
nople, would be perfuaded to te- 
leale the envoy, and give her impe- 
rial majefty a fatisfaction proportie- 
nate to the violation. of the law of 
nations offered to rhe perfon of her 
minifter, and thus a pofibility oc- 
cur of renewing conciliatory neges 
clauons. 

But all thefe hopes were entirely 
deitroyed by the Porte commencing 
open acts of hoftiliry againit all re- 
monftrances, and obliging Ruffig to 
have recourfe to arms in her de- 
fence. 

The Porte were not unacquainted 
with the ftri4 bunds of amity and 
alliance which unite the courts of 
Viennaand Peterfburgh. Of this oc- 
currence they were informed, as well 
by verbal infinuations as by a mee 
morial prefented towards the clofe 
of the year 1783. This was accom 
panied with an energetic reprefen- 
tation of the nature of this alliance, 
and the danger of provokiny it. 

The Ottoman court have there- 
fore themfelves only to blame, if 
the emperor after fo many years 
employed in the prefervation of 
peace, and in his endeavours to live 
with them on the beft terms, and 
after having feized upon every op- 

rtunity of amicable intervention, 
finds himfelf at length obliged by 
their conduct to comply with his 
engagements with the emprefs, and 
take a part in the war into which 
fhe finds herfelf fo forcibly drawn. 

The emperor, by thefe fa‘ts and 
circumftances, conceives himfelf au- 
thorifed to rely with the urmoft con- 
fidence on the approbation of all the 
courts of Europe, and flatters him- 
felf that they will unite their wifhes 
for the fuccefs of his arms againk 
the common enemy of Chriftianity. 

At Vienna, Feb. 10, 1788. 
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Note delivered the \8th of Fure, by 

| the Ruffian Ambaflador at Stock 
bolm te the Swed fb Minifier. 


IN uence of the variousob- 
jets which the under-writren envoy 
extraordinary and minifter plenipo- 
tentiary of the imperial court of 
Ruffia has lately conferred upon with 
his excellency count d’Oxenfteirn, 
he has now the honour to prefenr 
to him a fuccinét recapitulation of 
the fame in the prefent note. 

Whatever may have been the fur- 
prife of the emprefs my fovereign, 
when fhe'was informed of the ar- 
maments carried on in Sweden, her 
imperial majefty, not feeing any juit 
motives which could occafion them, 
refolved to be filent as long as thofe 
motions fhoul confined to the 
interior parts of th@gingdom. But 
being apprifed of the motives alledy- 
ed by the fenator count d’Oxen- 
ftcirn to the minifter of Denmark, 
and which he, in confequence of the 
mtimacy fubfifling between the two 
courts, communicated to the under- 
written, her imperial majefty has 
refolved to break filence, and given 
erders to the under-written to enter 
into the following explanations with 
his Swedifh majelty’s minifters. 

During twenty-fix years of her 
reign, the emprefs has not ceafed to 
give eonfant teftimonies to the king, 
and to the whole Swedifh nation, of 
her with to cultivate the moft per- 
fe harmony and yood neighbour- 
hood, fuch as at the laft peace was ef- 
eablifled between the two ftates ; if, 
therefore, in the midft of the repofe 
which her empire enjoyed from its 
other neighbours, her imperial ma- 
jetty has neverconceived the leaftidea 
of difturbing or altering, in any 
fhape, the order of things, it would 
be arguing againft every degree of 
probability to attribute itto her now, 


whey fhe finds herfelf engaged in 


enemy, and to which 
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a war which has been unjufily de 
clared againft her by a powerfy) 
. ch fhe cannot 

ive too much attention, Provoked 
in this manner to difplay all the 
means which fhe holds trom Proyj, 
dence, to repel the attack of her 
encmy, the has not failed to make 
an amicable communication of jt 19 
atl the Chriftian powers: particular 
fhe obferved this conduct when {he 
refolved to arm a fleet to fend into 
the Archipelago; which intention 
the under-written did, by her or. 
ders, commynicate to the Swedifh 
mimfters, All thefe difpofitions and 
preparations being therefore viibly 
and tingly diretted to the circum. 
ftance in which Ruffia found her. 
feif, were in no fhape of a nature to 
alarm any neighbour that did ng 
nourifh fome fecret intention to mul 
tiply her embarraffinents, and take 
advantageofthem. Butadiitting for 
a moment that the court of Rufga 
had entertained fuch defigns, that 
of Sweden, however contrary they 
are to the faith of treaties which 
bind them, found reafoning, as well 
as the intereft of the firft, would 
have confined all her meafures te 
prevent their effects,.and not to pro- 
voke them; and in fa¢t, fuch a 
prudence dictated, and were adopt- 
ed, after the rumours which were 
fpread on all fides of the armaments 
carrying on in Sweden, are reduc 
ed to a trifling reinforcement of the 
Ruffian troops in Finland, and the 
deftination of the ufual fquadron 
that annually cruifes in the Baltic to 
exercife the feamen; a cultom to 
which Sweden has never given any 
attention, or occafioned any um- 
brace. — Neverthelefs, her arma 
ments were daily advancing and in- 
creafing, without the court of Stock 
holm thinking proper to give any 
formal notice of it to the court ot 


Peterfburgh ; and when at laft they 
neve 





ul. 
ake 


Ce 





PUBLIC 


red, the fenator, count 
ed rn, in the name of the 
-@ did not tail to declare to the 
niaitter ofa court, ftrongly allied 
to Vienna, and confequently, it may 
be prefumed, not bound to ceanceal 
it from us, that thofe preparations 
were directed againit Rutlia, on a 
fuppofition that Sweden was threa- 
tened to be attacked by her. 

Jnthis fituation the emprefs, on her 
fide, hasas readily ordered the under 
written to declare to his Swedifi ma- 
ielly’s miniftry, and to all thofe who 
have any fhare inthe adminittration, 
that H. I. M. could not give them 
a more folid proof of her pacific dif- 

fitions towards them, and of the 
intereft the takes in the prefervation 
of their tranquillity, than by gffuring 
them on her royalword, that all the 
oppolite intentions which fome might 
impute to her, are void of all founda- 
tion; butif afMurances fotormal] andfo 
poltive, joined to arguments fo plain 
and convincing, are not fufficient to 
reellablith a calm and tranquillity ; 
her imperial majefty is sefolved to 
await the event with that confidence 
and fecurity with which the pusity 
and innocency of her intention in- 
fpires her, as well as the powertul 
means which the Almighty has put 
into her hands, and which’ fhe has 
never employed but for the glory of 
her empire, and the happinefs of 
her fubjeéts, 

Stockholin, June 18, 1788. 

(Signed) 
Counr Anpre RazAnorrsky. 


a 





Axfwer of the Court of Stockholm to 
the Ruffian Refripte 


_ HIS Majefty could not avoid be- 
ing ye when he faw, in the 
flote delivered on the 18th of June, 
by Mr. le Comte de Razamofisky, 


fVey extraordinary and minifter 
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plenipotentiary from the court of 
Raffia, the manner in which it wag 
attempted to diftinguith between rh¢ 
king und the nation ; and the affur- 
ances given by the emprefs of her 
dif{pofition in their favour, and of 
the torereft which fhe takes in the 
prefervation of theif tranquillity. 
Although in this language the 
king recognizes principles often di- 
vulged by the court of Ruffia ir 
other Countries, his majefty cannoe 
reconcile fuch friendly fentimenrs 
on the part of the emprefs, with aa 
infinuation thar tends directly to 
draw a diftinétion between him and 
his people, and firmly refolved never 
to admit fuch a principle, he cannot 
believe that a declaration of that na- 
ture was ordered to be made to hine 
by the court of Ruflia. The king 
is rather willing to impute it to their 
minifler only, refiding at his court; 
bur furprifed, as well as hurt, atthe 
language it contains, which is at 
once irregular and hoftile to the 
tranquillity of his kingdom, hecane 
not after this moment acknowledge 
the Comte de Razamafisky as en- 
voy extraordinary and miniller ple- 
nipotentiary at his court, referving 
him(elf, until his arrival in Finland, 
to anfwer the emprefs of Ruffia on 
the other articles of the declaration 
by his minifter at Peteriburgh. 
Meanwhile his majefty finds himfelf 
obliged to require the departure ot 
the Comte de Razamoffsky, by an- 
nouncing to that minifter that he 
can no longer treat with him, as 
having in his written memorial of- 
fended both the principles of the 
Swedifh government, and failed in 
the refpedt due to the perfon of the 
king. 

The attention wherewith the king 
has honoured this minifter ever fince 
he knew him, ftrongly marks the 
regret felt by his majelty in com- 
manding his departure ; and no- 


thing 
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thing lefs than the powerful reafons, 
of his dignity being perfonally ot- 
fended, and the peace of his domi- 
ions rendered liable to be difturbed 
by thofe principles it was not fcrupl- 

to avow, could have influenced 
his majefty co wifh the removal of a 
perfon who has fuch claims upon bis 
regard, that in fignifying his inten- 
tions to the Comte de Razamoftsky 
(whom he no longer acknowledges 
a public minifter) his majefty allows 
him a week to make the neceflary 
preparations. The king has alfo 
given orders for fhips, and every 
other accommodation that can render 
his paflage to St. Peterfburgh con- 
venient, that being the only mark of 
atrention that the prefent circum- 
ftances leave it in his power to hhew 
to the Come de Razamoffsky, 
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Coty of a circular Note delivered 
the Court ef Sweden to all the 
Sereign Minifters, dated Stockholm, 
‘june 23, 1788. 


WHILE tie king, anxious to pre- 
fe. .¢ a good underflanding with all 
his neighbours, neglected nothing 
in the cultivation of the fame with 
the court of Rufia, he has been 
aftonithed to obferve the little effet 
which his fentiments have produeed 
on the miniiter of that power; 
whote language, for fome months 
pait in his public condua, ftill ap- 
pears to bear the marks of that fyf- 
tem of diffenfion which his prede- 
ecffors tranfinitted to him, and which 
they have perpetually laboured to 
extend. The king was always will- 
ing to deceive himfelf on this point, 
and withed he could doubt the ex- 
tence of the cfforts made by the 
Ruffian envoy, to induce the Swe- 
dith nation to return to thofe errors 
which led it aftray during the time 
efsnarchy, andro diffeminate anew, 
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in the heart of the flate, tha: any 


cient fpirit of difcord, which Heay 
and his majefty’s paternal care, have 
happily extinguithed ; till ar length 
the countde Razamoffsky, by his nore 
of the 18th of June, has extinguithed 
all thofe doubts the king was fill 
defirous ot preferving on this fubjed 
Amidft the declarations of the en. 
prefs’s friendthip for the king, with 
which the pote is filled, this minif. 
ter has not hefitated to appeal te 
others befides the king. He addreff, 
ed himfelf to all the members of 
adminiftration, as well as to the na 
tion itfelf, to affure them of the 
fentiments of his fovereign, and how 
much fhe has their tranquillity at 
heart. Sweden, howeyer, derives 
this folely from its proper union; 
and the king could not but fee, with 
the greateft furprife, a declaration 
exprefied in fuch terms, difcernin 
therein but too much of the policy 
and language ufed by that minitter’s 
predecetiors ; who, not content with 
fowing divifions among his majefty’s 
fubjedts, wanted to fet up other au- 
thorities in oppofition to the legiti- 
mate power, and to undermine the 
fundamental laws of the kingdom, 
by calling in aid of their aflertions, 
witnefles which the form of govern- 
ment cannot recognize. It wasin 
vain that his majeity fought to re- 
concile the affurances.of the friend. 
fhip of the emprefs of Ruffia on the 
one fide, with the appeal tq the fub- 
jects of Sweden on a other. Every 
minifter being charged to declare the 
fentiments of his matter, ought not 
nor can announce them to any other 
than the fovereign, by whom his 
credentials have been accepted. All 
other authority is unknown to him, 
and every other witnefs fuperfhuous. 
Such is the law, fuch is the conflant 
practice in all the courts of Europe, 
and this rule has never cealed to be 
obferved, unleis when by captiout 
intnua- 
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‘ens the only aim has been 
ait in Siveden ) toem- 
od found ever 
broil matters, to cop ub y 
thing, and a ain to fet up thofe bar- 
riers which form the diitinction bee 

the nation and their fove- 
reign. Thus hurtin away moft near- 
iy affecting his dignity, and no longer 
hearin > Se the count de Raza- 
mofisky the language of a minitler, 
hhherto charged to convey the 
friendly fentiments of the emprefs ; 
but, at rhe fame time, unable to con- 
ceive, that expreffions fo contrary to 
the fundamental laws of Sweden, 
and which, by dividing the king and 
the ftate, would render ae fub- 
et culpable, were prefcribed to 
bin, the king choofes rather to at- 
tribute them to the private fenti- 
meats of the Rufftan minifter, of 
which he has given fufficient indi- 
cation, than to the orders of his 
eourt. In the mean time, after 
what has paffed, after declarations 
as contrary to the happinefs of the 
kingdom, as to the laws and refpect 
due to the king, his majefty can no 
longer confider the count de Raza- 
mofisky in the quality of a minifter, 
and finds himfelt obliged to require 
his departure from Sweden, confid- 
ing to his ambaffador at the court 
of Ruffia, the anfwer to the other 
pointswhich have been juft commu- 
nicated, 

Nothing lefs than fo dire& an at- 
tack on the dignity of the king, on 
the part of the count de Razamoffsky, 
cou'd induce his majefty to infift on 
the departure of one, whom he has 
honoured with particular regard ; 
but feeing himfelf reduced to fuch 
neceflity with regret, his majefty, 
in confequence of his former 
will, has endeavoured to foften the 
difagreeable nature of this event, by 
the care he takes in regard to the 
count de Razoumoffsky’s departure, 
and by the attention that will be paid 
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to the time, and to his accommoda- 
tion in his voyage ro St. Peterfburgh. 
His majefty wifhing that the de. 
plomatic body fhould be acquainted 
with the foregoing occurrences, the 
fenator count d’Oxenfteirn has the 
honour of communicating the fame. 
(Signed) OXENSTEIRN. 


" 





Declaration of the Emprefi of Rafa 
againft the King of Sweden, June 
30, 1788. 


IT was towards the end of the 
lait winter that the armaments by 
fea and land began to fhew them- 
felves in Sweden.—Whifpers were 
purpofely circulared in the king- 
dom, as if Ruilia meditated un 
attack. In proportion as thefe pre- 
a advanced, and as they 

elieved they had made an imprei- 
fion on fome national fpirits, the 
cabinet of Stockolm began to extend 
rumours of the fame kind, even to 
foreign courtse ‘The emprefé has 
the fatisfaction to hearn that thefe 
infinuations have every where failed 
of their aim. fn truth, the courts 
of Europe are too enlightened, to 
believe that Ruilia, after having for 
fo long a time maintained a pacific 
fyftem in regard to Sweden, had 
chofen to depart from it in the mo- 
ment when fhe was engaged in a 
war fo ferious as that in which the 
Ottomay Porte had involved her. 

In the mean time, the emprefs, 
attentive to every thing that paffed 
in a place fo adjacent to her territo- 
ries, judged it neceflary, on the in- 
formation and ‘advice which fhe res 
ceived, not to neglect to take mea- 
fures of precaution. But, anxious 
to avoid every thing which might 
give umbrage or excite alarm, fhe 
contended herfelf with ordering to 
Finland a flight 1einforcement of 
troops, and with eflablithing in that 

provines 
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province a gp proportionate 
totheir number, and ind:lpenfably 
neceflary to their fublittence. Ia 
fine, repofing en the innocence and 
rectitude of her intentions, on the 
religious tenure of the perpetual 
treaty fubfifting between the em- 

ire of Ruffia and the kingdom of 
on and, above all, not know- 
ing of any one subject of difcuflion, 
open or concealed, between the two 
courts —the amicable correfpon- 
dence, on the contrary, continuing 
as ufual between them— fhe had un- 
doubiedly every right to think, that, 
ftrong as might be the ambiuon, 
the uneafinefs, and the envy of the 
imperial powers, the true motives 
thar could impel the Swediih mo- 
harch to make war upon her, muft 
be reprefled by the refpect to good 
faith, which ought to a&tuate the 
héarts of fovereigns more cven than 
of other men; by the impoffibility 
of giving any colour of equity to 
the flight which he willed to give 
to his paflion ; and, in fine, by the 
Obitacle equaily ttrong, that of the 
folemn compact he had made with 
his people, not to undertake any 
war, without affembling, confult. 
ing, and obtaining the confent of 
his fubjects, 

Nothing could prove more effec- 
tually the fatisfaction which fhould 
hare been placed in her imperial 
majelty’s various affurances, than 
the retolution which fhe took of de- 
aching trom the fleet, daftined for 
the Archipelago, a fquadron of only 
three thips, which the fent to feain 
. the beginning ot this month, note 
withflanding the pofitive advices fhe 
had of all the Swedifh flcet being 
ervizing inthe Baltick. Thete flips, 
three days after their departure trom 
the port of Cronfladr, fell in, off 
the [fle of Dago, with the Swedith 
fleet, which detached a frigate, the 
capiain of which eame aboard of 
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the fhip of the vice-admira! Vander. 
feer, who commanded this lirtle 
fquadron. The captain of the fy 
gate announced to the Vice-admira 
the prefence of the duke de Suder. 
mania, the king’s brother, the com, 
mander of the Swedifh flee and 
required the falute. The vice-ad 
miral replied, that, by the i7th = 
ticle of the treaty of Abo, no falyts 
could take place between the Ruf. 
fianand Swedifh fleets ; but that ref. 
pecting, inthe perion of the duke 
de Sudermania, the coufin-germay 
of the emprefs, and th¢ brother of 
the king ot Sweden, he had no dif. 
ficulty in rendering to thefe diflige. 
tions all the honours that were due. 
He then ord¢red a falute with thiy. 
teen guns, and fent an officer on 
board the duke’s fhip to pay his 
compliments, and to announce p 
him, at the fame time, that it wa 
to his perfon only that the honouy 
were addiefled. The anfwer of the 
duke of Sudermania was, that a: 
though he was not ignorant of the 
tenor of the convention made k- 
tween the courts of Sweden and 
Rufhia, in regard to the falute, he 
would not accept of that himfelf, 
which was not rendered to the 
Swedith flag, as he had received the 
moft precife orders from the king, 
his brother, to make the flag re- 
pected in every place, and on every 
occafion. 

The emprefs had hardly had time 
to make her complaints on the it- 
juftice and irregularity of this pro 
ceeding to the court of Stockhola, 
when fhe was informed of the pto- 
ceeding flill lefs expected, of the 
difmiffion of her minitter from the 
Swedifh court and territories. The 
pretended reafons of this mealue 
are expofed in the declaration of 
the king made to the minilteso 
foreign courts. Thefe reafons ar 


nos calculared to impofe on the mol 
waca- 
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ened, aod they therefore 
ais anfwer ; but one cannot 
help obferving, that it 1s the firtt 
awe of the kind by which a 
forereign aflured his fulyects of the 

“¢~ and benevolent fentiments he 
entertained towards them. 

_ Ip the mean time, the emprefs, 
refolving to continuc to the laft in 
the principles of moderation fhe had 

‘efled, confined her refentment 
of this proceeding to the rctaliation 
which the was naturally authorized 
w ule in regard to the miniter of 
the king of Swedens She fi gnified 
to him to quit her court in the fame 
face of time which had been fixed 
for her minifter at Stockholn, The 
ooly difference in the proceeding 
was, that all falfe and intidious im- 

ation was carefully avoided. ‘Fhis 
diflerence has been eftablifhed and 
demonftrated indeed by the good 
ith which has accompanied the 
caufe of the empreis, and the breach 
of faith which has marked the 
whole conduct of the king of Swe- 
den. 

Notwithftanding thefe fcenes, 
whichthreateued an almott inevitable 
war, the emprefs was pleafed to 
cherifh hopesthatthe amicable expla- 
nations which the Swedifl, monarch 
had himfelf promifed the foreign 
powers might yet tend to preferve 
the good harmony and neighbour. 
hood, which no one reafon of kate 
on cither fide tended to interrupt. 
But this hope is totally vanihhed, 
She learns that on the 21t or 22d 
of this month the troops of the king 
of Sweden, having failen haftily on 
the frontiers of Ruffia, have car- 
ned off the money depofited in feve- 
ral cuttom-houfes, have penetrated 
totheenvirons of Nieflar, and have 
even opened the fiege of its cafile. 

It is by a feries of violent pro- 
Stedings, of which. every one in- 

ge* onthe rights the moft gene- 
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rally received among civilized na- 
tions, that the king of Sweden, 
without having complained of one 
grievance again{ft Kuifia, hath at 
length puthed to the urtermolt the 
moderation of the empre(s, and has 
obliged her to have recourfe to the 
only remedy which is left her, ot 
repelling torce by force. It is with 
regret that fhe iffues thefe orders. to 
the commanders of her forces by 
land and fea, In making knowa 
this refolution, as well as the mo- 
tives that have provoked her to it, 
to the friendly powers, fhe protelts 
to them, that the king of Sweden is 
alone refpontible to God, to the 
world, and to his own people, for 
all the calamities to which his am- 
bition and injultice may give rife. 
Peterfburgh, June 30, 1788. 





Manifefio of the King of Swedex 
‘againf[ the Court of Rafa, July 
21, 1788. 


THE king of Sweden, during a 
reign of feventeen years, has ex. 
hibited too many proofs of his love 
of peace and of his care to maintaia 
a good underftanding with theneigh- 
bouring powers, to render an apo- 
logy at this time neceflary in be. 
half of fentiments fo well known, 
and already juttified to the world at 
large by fo many years public tran- 
quillity. The pa efpecially ex- 
erced every efiort to keep peace with 
Ruffia, as had been done during 
the whole reign of his royal father ¢ 
and notwithttanding that power, 
fince his majefty’s acceffion to the 
throne, gave ham juft caufe of of- 
fence by the repeated intrigues they 
carried on even againit his majefty 
perfonally, as they had already done 
againft the late I parton Ye dure 
ing the lait years of his life; yet his 


majefty facrificed his juftrefentiment 
te 
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to the public tranquillity, believing 
that the emprefs, who was led aftray 
by falfe reports, would he unde- 
ceived by the uniform tenor of his 
conduét, and opening her eyes to 
her true leiapehe, would at ou es 
do juftice tohis majefty’s principles, 
and no longer feek to carry divifion 
and diforder into the heart of a na- 
tion, reunited by the courage of the 
king, and freed by their noble firm- 
nefs from thofe bonds, which their 
neighbours were affiduows to prepare 
for them by the promotion of anar- 
cby and difcord. 

Thar very period, wherein Ruf- 
fia preffed by a burdenfome war, 
which, though fuccefstul, had been 
long and bloody, and fuffering at 
once the calamities of famine and 

ftilence, was alfotorn by an in- 
telline rebellion thar threatened even 
the imperial throne; when Mof- 
cow, trembling at the approach of 
the rebel Puystfchew, demanded in- 
ftant fuccour; and when, to pro- 
cure it, the emprefs was obliged to 
withdraw her garrifon from the fron- 
tiers, and leave them open and de- 
fenceiefs ; at a period too that had 
been juft preceded by another, in 
which the emprefs feemed wholly 
eccupied in attempting to undermine 
his majefty’s throne : 

If at that time his majefty had 
only atrended to thofe principles, 
by which the cabinet of St. Peterf- 
burgh regulated their conduét, he 
might have given fuch deadly blows 
to Ruffia as would have affected even 
the emprefs perfonally : but far from 
giving himfelf up to tuch fentiments, 
although, perhaps, excufable from 
what had gone before, the king re- 
mained in the moft perfe& tranguil- 
lity, hoping by a conduc fo pure to 
convince the emprefs, what were his 
private fentiments, and what the 
principles he meant fhould guide 
the whole courfe of his reign. Not 
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content, however, with this noi 
fyftem, his majefty aimed at legyj 
nothing undone te extirpate front 
the emprefs’s breaft every the {ij 
eft degree of animofity, which bis 
very fuccefs might have occa 
and, atthe fame time, to extinguith 
all that national hatred which ¢% 
many wars had excited: he foy he 
by a perfonal acquaintance with the 
emprefs, to convince her of bis 
friendthip, and defire to preferve 
pesce and harmony between the two 
nations. 

To this circumflance his maje 
would gladly confine himfelf. The 
remembrance thereof ftil! dear to his 
heart, recalls that gentle and flat. 
tering illufion, with which he way 
long dazzled, when he fancied that 
he could regard the emprefs as big 
perfonal friend ; but the circum 
{tances that have fince come to light 
permit him not to retrace thofe mo. 
ments of his reign. To the empref 
herfelf his majetty appeals, if ever 
he failed to teftity to her perfon and 
to her empire, that confidence in 
thofe pacific and thofe friendly fen- 
timents which he confidered to be 
advantageous to both their domini- 
ons. It was in the midft of thefe 
friendly cares on the part of his 
majefty, and while he continued to 
reckon On an union as permament a 
he thought it had been well ef 
tablithed, that the ambaflador of the 
emprefs was endeavouring by dark 
and infidious praétices, and by his 
words and aétions, to revive that 
fpirit of divifion and anarchy which 
his majefty at the commencement of 
his reign had happily ftifled, a 
though even at that time the empref 
had fomented and kept it alive with 
uncommon pains. And while the 
ceunt de Razamoffsky thus attem 
to truuble the internal repofe of the 
kingdom, and to change the fucred 
character of a minifter of peace, ae 
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ifurber of public order, 

A pend to the king, in his 
hes, the moft heltile dehgns 

i uffia. 7 
It vould not be pleafing to Ne 
sty to expole to the vicw oO 
aad thofe alts which a part 
of his fubjects have committed, 
much more from the prefevering and 
fyftematic arts of Ruffa, than trom 
a giddy infatuated fprrit. Accuftom- 
ro regard his people with the 
eves of atender father, and to che- 
rth them as his children, the king 
feels at this moment how dittrefling 
it is for a father to difcover a third 


time, faults he would wifh to bury © 


in profound firence. But as nothing 
diplays more the conduct of his 

werful nrighbour, and the jult oc- 
cafion he has for complaint; and as 
the vervinrereft of all the Swedes re- 
quires that Europe fhould know the 
difatters that were pr. paring for their 
nation, the plots that were devifing 
againit the king’s own perfon, in 
the midit and under the covert of 
peace, and the true reafun of that 
conduct of Ruffia in appearance fo 
moderate, but concealing defigns 
more fatal than the ufu.l evils of 
war, his majefty finds himfelf oblig- 
edto unveil the truth, and difclofe 
itin open day, This will fhew to 
Europe the uninterrupted progrefs 
of that fpirit of agerandizement and 
luft of power, which has ever cha- 
ratterized the Ruffian minifiry ; and 
here will be recognized under a 
form not materially different, the 
fame fyftem of politics, that within 
thefe fixteen years, deftroyed by 
dividing Poland, fubjugated the 
Crimea, and rendered Courtland al- 
moft dependent on Ruffia. 

It has been a matter well known 
for feveral years paft, that foon after 
the peace of Abo, Rufia formed the 
dcfign of feparating Finland from 


Sweden, and, under the fpecious 
1788 
/ . 
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pretext of rendering that country 
independent, to make it in fact a 
province feudatory to Ruffia, as 
Courland at this day actually is. 
It is melancholy to think, that the 
facred words of liberty and inde- 
pendence fhould, like the revered 
name of a God of Mercy and Peace, 
be almoftalways the fignal of diforcer 
and calamity. But fuch is the weak- 
nef; attached to humanity, that what 
ought to ferve for the happinefs of 
man, has been too frequently the 
caufe of his misforiunes, and of tho’e 
defolations war briogs with it. The 
projects of Ruffia were indeed ftifled 
in their birch, more perhaps by the 
attachment of the inhab:tants to 
Sweden, and from the remembrance, 
ftill fr.th in thier minds, of the :a- 
vages committed by the Ruffians in 
their country, during the wars of 
Charles XI1. and in the year 1741, 
than by the mode;.tion of that 
power who {ill preferved the fame 
principles and plains, and feized 
upon the fir(l favourable opportuni- 

ty to carry them into execution. 
The defection of an officer of 
high rank, who for feveral years 
had been honoured with the conti- 
dence of his fovereign in the exe. u- 
tion of important oifices in Fi: land, 
who, by poffedirg the moft cxten- 
five command io thefe proviuces, 
had an opportunity of gaining the 
confidence of many of the inhabi- 
tants, and who after having quitted 
his majeity’s (e vice, and grown 
tired of an honourable department 
procured for bim by his majcfty in 
another kingdom, had pafled into 
the fervice of Ruffia, was the time 
when the ambi:ions defigns of Ruffia 
were again roufed. From that mo- 
ment fle laboured afliduoufly to ex- 
cite a {pirit of diffenfion and revolt in 
that Grand Duchy; and a general 
officer was feen traverfing Finland 
towards the end of the year 1726, 
(G) who, 
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who, under pretence of travelling, 
reconnoitred all the pofts, the aflail- 
able places, and fuch as by their 
firuation were ftrony, queftioned the 
inhabitants, founded their inclina- 
tions, and thus, by his anxiety to 
know every thing, indicated but 
too plainly the fecret defigns of his 
court. 

If the journey of the emprefs to 
Cherfon, which took place {oon af- 
terwards, caufcd a temporary fufpen- 
fion in the exertions of the cabinet 
of St. Peterfourgh to detach Fin- 
land from Swed n, they were re- 
newed with redoubled vigour after 
her return; and thecabals attempt- 
ed by her miniiter at stockholm, in 
conjunétion with the concealed et- 
forts of the Ruffian court to trouble 
the repofe of Finland, fufficiently 
proves the fchemes and views of 
that power, which weue dir Aly in- 
tended againft his Swedifh majetty 
perfonally, and the internal tran- 

uillity of his dominions. 

While thefe things were going 
forward, war was declared by the 
fublime Porte againft Ruffia, and 
this afforded a new motive for the 
latter to redouble their efforts to 
difleminate difaffection and diforder 
through the heart of Sweden, which, 
united to the Ottoman Porte by an 
ancient and lafling treaty concluded 
in 1739, and obliged thereby not 
to foriake an old ally, sppeared for- 
midable to Ruffia. 

Meanwhile, his maj-fty has never 
ceafed to take the moft convincing 
fteps to perfuade Rutfia of his paci- 
fic fentiments ; at the fame time, not 
forgetting that ally to whom Swe- 
den is bound by the moft folemn 
ties, he has thrice offered his me- 
diation to Rufha, between her and 
the Porre; which was the more 
likely to prove effetual, as all Eu- 
‘rope knows the influence of Sweden 
‘with the latter; an influence that 
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has exifted ever fince the 
which Charles XII, made wet 
country. 

It was at this very crif 
count de Resaneibhy, wtleglne 
finifhing flroke to his offentiee pro- 
ceedings, had the audacity, ip 4s 
official note, written with an 
pearance of friendMhip, but couc 
ed in the moft infidioys terms, 
to attempt to feparate the king 
from the nation, appealing to the 
latter, and aiming, under the {peci. 
ous pretence of the empre(s’ friend. 
fhip towards them, to break tho 
facred bonds by which the king and 
his fubjeéts are unived. Nothi 
could better divulge the hither» 
concealed fentiments and prijetts of 
Ruilia than this flep, and the very 
wording of the paper in queftios, 
His majyefty communicated to the 
other courts of Europe, that were 
allied or intimately connected with 
him, the motives that dictated th 
removal of count de Razamoffihy, 
On this occafion his majelty con. 
fulted only what he owed to him- 
{elf, to his people, and to the public 
tranquillity, and removed from his 
perfon an individual, who, by his 
abufe of the law of nations, had 
forfeited all right to his protection; 
and when, in taking this flep, & 
neceflarily due to his majefly’s ho- 
nour, the king, out of re(pet t 
that character that had been fo mif- 
employed, made ufe of a'l poflibl 
delicacy, he thought thereby he 
had afforded one more proof of his 
refpe‘t for the empre’s, and his ft 
gard to the rights of nations. 

Thus circumttanced, his majelly 
put himfelf_in Finland at the head 
of his army, intending to come 
an explanition with the emprely 
and to affure him(elf of the rranqui- 
lity of that importint proviac. 
His majefty hoped, by triendly com- 
munications, to obtain the — 
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due to him, from an 
ae oe had abufed his fa- 
cred character. He hoped to pre- 
vail on Ruffia to accept the inedia- 
tion of Sweden, and thereby fulfil 
the ents — — the 
take pare with the Ottoman 
pte withoot bein neceffitatedto 
ht in its caufe. He hoped, in 
fine, from the juftice of the em- 
prefs, to be indemnified for the ex- 
pences of the armament which the 
fituation of affairs had obliged him 
to ft owt. But a concatenation of 
unforefeen events, rapidly brought 
on a rupture of that peace, the pre- 
fervation of which had been for 
fixteen years the grand object of his 
majelty’s attention. Some light Ruf- 
fian troops had at that very inftant 
attacked the advanced pofts of the 
Swedes in Savolax, The king’s 
brigadier, who commanded in thefe 
remote provinces, thinking war was 
begun, and ohferving hoftilities com- 
mitted on the frontiers, —s 
to ancient orders neceflary in cafe 
ofaninvafion, blocked up the caftle 
of Nyflott, feized upon thofe im: 
nt pofts that could alone cover 

rom the devaftation of the barba- 
rovs hordes in the fervice of Ruffia 
thofe diflant provinces, of which 
the limits laid down by the peace of 
Abo are fo entirely open, that it is 
i ble to defend them, without 
taking poffeffion of the defiles 
fituated in Ruffian Finland. This 
news heing carried to the fleet, ac- 
celerated in like manner its opera- 
tons, and a naval victory foon after 
gained by the duke of Sudermania 
Over a fuperior force, completed 
the breaking out of war, in fpite of 
the king’s care to prevent it ; a care 
which had made him lofe the fin- 
gularly favourable moment of feiz- 
aug on feven Ruffian thips of war, 
hee furrounded by the Swedith 
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Notwithftanding fo many wron 
and notwithftandiog the king is {ti 
in the dark, as to what has become 
of the minifter and the two officers 
that were fent with difpatches to 
Peterfburgh, his majetty ftill rerain- 
ing his pacific inclinations, is yet 
defirous of peace, provided the em- 
prefs offers him honourable terms, 
and that he is fatisfied of procuring 
a fure and ftable pacification for the 
Ottoman Porte. 





The Declaration and Cownter Decla- 
ration between Demark and Swe- 
den. 


HIS Danith majetty declares, 
thar alihouzh he complies with the 
seam between the courts of Peterf- 
burgh and Copenhajen, he yet 
confiders himfelf in perfect amity 
and peace with his Swedith majetly ; 
nor does he conceive that his Swed- 
ith majefty has the leaft ground of 
complaint, fo long as the Danifh 
fhips and troops, now acting againtt 
Sweden, do not exceed the number 
itipulated by treaty; and it is his 
earneft defire, that all friendly and 
commercial intercourfe remain ine 
violable as heretofore. 

Copenhagen, Sejt. 23, 1788. 

Count BERnstorF. 


CounrEer DECLARATION. 


Although the above doctrine is 
fuch as his Swedifh majefty cannot 
reconcile with the laws of nations, 
and againft which he has ordered 
the underfigned to proteft ; never- 
thelefs, to prevent the effufion of 
blood, his majefty, anxious to be- 
hold peace and ynion reftored be- 
tween ‘wo nations, and putting the 
firongett faith in what Mr. Elliot, 


his Britannic majefty’s minifter, has 
refented to him, embraces with 
fat'sfagtion his Danita majelty’s de- 
(G 2) 


claration, 
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claration, provided the defea.ing 
the Danth auxiliaries in Sweden ts 
not confwered as hoflilities againi 
his Dan:fh majetty. 
Stockholm, Oct. 6, 1788. 
Baron DE SPRENYTPORTEN. 





Form of Ratification of the Kew 
Federal Confiitution of the Unired 

| States of America, by the Conven- 
tion of Firginia, July, 1738. 


WE the delegates of the peopie 
of Virginia, duly elected, in pur- 
fuance of a recominendaiion of the 
general ailembiy, and now met in 
convention, having fully and tarly 
invelligated and difcufled the pro- 
ceedings of the federal convention, 
and being prepared as well as the 
moft mature deliberation will enabte 
us to decide thereon, do, in the 
name and on behalf of the people of 
Virginia, ceclare and make known, 
that the powers granted under the 
conttitution being derived trom the 
people of the Unired States, may 
be refumed by them whenloever the 
fame fhall be perverted to their in- 
jury or oppreffion, and that every 
power not granted thereby, remains 
with them, and at their will: thrat 
therefore no right, of any denomi- 
nation, can be cancelled, abridged, 
retrained, or modified by the con- 
grefs, by the fenste, or houle of 
reprefentatives, acting in any capa- 
city, by the prefiden’, or any de- 
partment or officer of the United 
States, except in thole inftances 
where power ts given by the con- 
ftiturion for thofe purpofes: that 
among other effential rights, the 
liberty of confcienee, and of the 
prefs, cannot be cancelled, abridy- 
ed, reflrained, or modified by any 
authority of the Unired States. 

With thefe impreffious, with a 


folemn appeal to the Searcher of 
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Hearts for the purity of our inter 
tions, and under the conviction, 
that whattvever imperfections may 
exift in the conftitution, oucht ra- 
ther to be examined in the mode 
preicribed therein, than to bring 
the union into danger by a delay, 
with a hope of obtaining amend. 
ments previous to the ratrficanon: 
We the fad delegates, in the 
name anid in beha't ot the people of 
Virginia, do by thefe prefents af. 
fent to and ratify the conftitution, 
recommended on the 17th of Sep. 
tember, 1787, by the federal con- 
vention, for the government ot the 
United States; hereby announcing 
to ali thoie whom it may concern, 
that the faid conttitution is binding 
upon the faid people, according to 
an authentic copy hercto annexed. 
Here followed a Copy of the New Con- 
Sritution. See vol. viii. pe (99)+ 
Done in Convention, &c. &c. 
ELDMUND PENDLETON, 
Pretident. 
Atteft. Joun Beckrey, Clerk. 





Declaration of Rights by the Conver- 
tion of Nerth Carolina, previous 
to their Ratification of the New 
Federal Conftitution, Sept. 1788. 
ift, THAT there arecertainnatu- 

ral rights of which men, when they 

form a fociak compaét, cannot de- 
prive or divett their pofterity, among 
which are the enjoyment of lite and 
liberty, with the means of acquir- 
ing, poffeffing, and protecting pro- 
perty, and purfumg and obtaining 
happinefs and fafety. 

2d, That all power is naturally 
veited in, and confequently derived 
from, the people ; that magiftrates 

therefore are their truftees and a- 

gents, and at al} times amenable to 

them. 
34, That government ought zs 
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be infituted for the common kene- 
fit, protection, and fecurnty of the 
people ; and that the doctrine of 
non-refiitance againtt »rbitrarv pow- 
er and oppreffion is abfurd, flavith, 
and deftructive to the geod and hap- 
pinefs of mankind, 

4th, That no man or fet of men 
are entitled to exciufive or feparate 
public emoluments or privileges 
trom the community, but in conf- 
deration of public fervie~; which 
not being defcendible, neither ought 
the offices of magiftrare, legiilator, 
orjudge, or any other public office, 
to be hereditary. 

sth, That the legiflative, execu- 
tve, and judiciary powers ot go- 
vernment fhould be feparate and 
diftinet ; and that the members ot 
the two firft may be rettrained trom 
oppreffion, by feeling and parrici- 
pating the public burthens, they 
fhould at fixed periods be reduced to 
a private flation, return into the mafs 
of the people, and the vacancies be 
fupplied by certain and regular elec- 
tions, in which allor any part of the 
former members to be eligible or in- 
eligible, as the rules of the conftitu- 
tion of government, and the laws, 
fhail diredt. 

6th, That elections of reprefen- 
ta‘ives in the legiflature ought to 
be free and frequent, and all men, 
having fufficient evidence of per- 
manent and common intereit with 
and attachment to the comm» nity, 
ought to have the right of tuffrage; 
and no aid, charge, tax, or fee, 
can be fet, rated, or levied upon 
the peop'e without their own cen- 
fent, or that of their reprefenta- 
tives, fo elected, nor can they be 
bound by any law to which they 
have not in like manner affented for 
the public good, 

7th, That all power of fufpend- 
ing laws, or the execution of laws, 
by any authority, without the con- 
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fent of the reprefentatives of. the 
people in the legiflature, is injur- 
ous to their rights, and ought not 
to be exercifed, 

8th, That in all capital and cri- 
minal profecutions, a man hah a 
right to demand the caufe and na- 
ture of his accufation, to be con- 
fronted with his accufers and wit- 
nefles, to call for evidence, and be 
allowed counfel in his tavour, and 
to a fair aud fpeedy trial by an im- 
partial jury ot hs vicinage, with- 
out whole unanimous confent, he 
cannot be found guilty (except in 
the government ot the land and na- 
vil forces), nor can he be compelled 
to give evidence againtt himielf, 

oth, That no treeman ought to 
be taken, imprifoned, or difleized 
ot his freehold, liberties, privileges, 
or tranchifes, or outhiwed or exided, 
or in any manner deitroyed or de- 
prived of his lite, liberty, or pro- 
perty, but by the law of the land. 

roth, That every freeman re- 
ftrained of his liberty is entitled toa 
remedy, to enquire into the lawful- 
nefs thereof, and to remove the 
fame, it unlawtul; and that fuch 
remedy ought not to be denied or 
delayed. 

1ith, That in controverfies ref- 
pecting property, and in tuits be- 
tween man and man, the ancient 
trial by jury is one of the greateft 
fecurities to the rights of the peo- 
ple, and ought to remain facred 
and ipviolable. 

12th, That every freeman ought 
to find a certain remedy by recourfe 
to the laws for all injuries and 
wrongs he may receive in perfon, 
property, or character, He ought 
to obtain right and juftice freely 
without fale, completely and with- 
out denial, promptly and without 
delay, and that all eftablitiments 
or regulations contravening thefe 
are oppreffive and unjuf. 
(G 3) 13th, Tha 
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13th, That exceffive bail ought 
not to be required, nor excefiive 
fines impofed, nor cruel and un- 
ufual puni‘imentrs inflicted. 

14th, That every freeman has a 
right to be fecure trom all unrea- 
fonsble fearches and feizures of his 
perfon, his papers, and property ; 
all warrants, therefore, to fearch 
fulpected places, or feize any free- 
man, his papers, or property, with- 
out information upon oath (or affir- 
mation of a perfon religioutly fcru- 
pulous of taking an oath), of legal 
and fufficient caufe, are grievous 
and oppreffive ; and all general war- 
rants to fearch fufpeéted places, or 
to apprehend any fufpeéted perfon, 
without fpecially naming or de- 
fcribing the place or perfon, are 
dangerous, and ought not to be 

ranted, 

1sth, That the people have a 
right peaceably to «flemble together 
to confult for the common good, or 
to inftrué their reprefentatives ; and 
that every freeman has a right to 
meen or apply to the legiflature 
or redrefs of grievances. 

16th, That the people have a 
right to freedom of fpeech, and of 
writing and publifhing their fenti- 
ments; that the freedom of the 
prefs is one of the greatelt bulwarks 
of liberty, and ought not to be vi- 
olated. 

a7th, That the people have a 
right to keep and bear arms ; that 
a well-regulated militia, compofed 
of the bedy of the people, trained 
toarms, is the proper, natural, and 
fafe defence of the free ftate. That 
ftanding armies in time of peace are 
dangerous to liberty, and therefore 
ought to be avoided, as far as the 
circumftances and protection of the 
community will admit; and thit 
in all cafes the military fhould be 
under ftrit fubordination to, and 
governed by the civil power, 
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18th, That no foldier in time of 
peace ought to be quartered in an 
houfe without the confent of the 
owncr, and in time of war in fach 
manner only as the laws direct. 

igth, That any perfon religioufly 
fcrupulous of bearing arms oughe 
to be exempted upon payment of an 
equivalent to employ another to 
bear arms in his ftead, 

zoth, That religion, or the duty 
which we owe to our Creator, and 
the manner of diicharging it, can 
be direéted only by reafon and con- 
viétion, not by force or violence, 
and therefore all men have an equal, 
natural, and unalienable right to 
the free exercife of religion, ac- 
cording to the dictates of confcience; 
and that no particular religious fe& 
or fociety ought to be favoured or 
eftablifhed by law in preference to 
others. 





The Humble Addrefs of the Agents 
Jor the American Leyalifts, pre- 
Sented to the King, Fuly 2, 1788, 
by Sir William Pepperell, Bart, 
and the other Ageuts. 


Moft Gracious Sovereign, 


YOUR majefty’s ever dutiful 
and loyal fubjeés, the agents for 
the American Loyalifts, who have 
heretofore been the fuppliants ot 
your majefty on behalf of their dif- 
treffed conitituents, now humbly 
beg leave to approach your throne, 
to pour forth the ardent effufions of 
their grateful hearts for your mott 
gracious and effectual recommenda- 
tion of their clainis to the juit and 
generous confideration of parlia- 
ment. 

To have devoted their fortunes, 
and hazarded their lives in defence 
of the juft rights of the crown, and 
the fundamental principles of the 
Britihh conftitution, were no — 

thaa 
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than their dury demanded of them, 
in common with your maujetty’s 
other fubsects ; but it was their pecu- 
liar forrune to be called to the 
trial; and it is their boatt and their 
glory to have been tound equal to the 
tak. They have the diftinguithed 
happinefs of feeing their fidelity ap- 
proved by their fovereign, and re- 
compenfed by parliament; their 
fellow-fubjeéts chearfully contri- 
buting to compenf.te them for the 
forfeitures their attachment to Great 
Britain incited them toincur; there- 
by adding dignity to their own ex. 
alred character among the nations 
ef the world, and holding out to 
mankind the glorious principles of 
juitice, equity, and benevolence, as 
the firmeit bafis of empire. 

We fthould be wanting in juflice 
and gratitude, if we did not, upon 
this occafion, acknowledge the wif- 
dom and liberality of the proviiions 
propofed by your majefty’s fervanis, 
contormable to your majefty’s gra- 
cious intentions, for the relief and 
accommoda:ion of the feyeral claf- 
fes of fufferers to whofe cafes the 
apply ; and we are convinced it will 
give comfort to wad royal breaft to 
be affured they have been received 
with the moft general fatisfaction. 

Profeffions ot the unalterable at- 
tachment of the Loyalitts to your 
majeity’s .perfon and government 
we conceive to be unveceflary ; they 
have preferved it under perfecu- 
tion, and gratitude cannot render it 
lefs permanent. ‘hey do not pre- 
fume to arrogare to themfelves more 
fervent loyalty than their fellow-fub- 
jects poffefs ; but, diflinguifhed as 
they have been by their fufferings, 
they deem red ~ Me entitled to the 


foremoft rank among the moft zealous 
fup rs of the conftitution. And 
while they ceafe not to offer up their 
moft earneft prayers to the Divine 
Being to preferve your majefty, and 
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your illutrious family, in the peace- 
ful enjoyment of yen juft rights, 
and in the exercife of your royal 
virtues in promoting the happin: fs 
of your people, they humbly be- 
feech your majefty +o continue to 
believe them, at ail times, and upon 
all occafions, equally ready, as they 
have been, to devote their lives 
and properties to your majefty’s 
fervice, and the sulevation of the 
Britith conftitution. 





The Petition of the Untwerfity of 
Cambridge againft the Slave T rade. 


To the Honourable the Com- 
mons of Great Brirain in 
Parliament aflembled, — 

WE, the chancellor, mafters, and 
fcholars,of the univerfity of Cam- 
bridge, underftanding that an appli- 
cation will foon be made to parlia- 
ment for the fuppreffion of the flave- 
trade, detire to exprefs our hearty 
approbation of fo benevolent a de-. 
fign. And we truft, that in reprobat- 
ing with juftindignationatrafhick car- 
ried on in violation of every princi- 
ple of humanity, as well as of the 
precepts of the Chriftian Religion, 
we act in perfect confiftency with 
our duty as members of an eftablifl- 
ment dedicated to the fupport of 
learning and religion. 

We ~ that the legiflature will 
take this fubjeét into its mott feri- 
ous confideration, and adopt fuch 
meafures as to its wifdom fhall 
appear moft effectual, fer abolith- 
ing a commerce fupported only 
by violence and rapine, and by en- 
couraging treachery, by exciting 
war, as well as bv forcing into fla- 
very multitudes of the inhabitants, 
defolating a moft extenfive and fer- 
tile country. Commercial intereft 
can never juflify a crime, nor a- 
tone for the guilt incurred by an 
aétion, which reafon and revelation 

(G 4) forbid. 
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forbid. But we are far from ap- 
prehending that the abolition of this 
traffick will be artensed with confe- 
quences detrimental to the flate, 
inafmuch as a firm beliefin the pro- 
vidence of a benevolent Creator 
affures us, that no {vflem fo inded 
on the oppreilion of one purt of 
mankind can be beneticial to an- 
other. As our excellent conitu- 
tion carefully provides for the hap- 
pinefs, by fecuring the frecdem of 
the meane't fubect, we ae prr- 
fuaded, that the legiflature will 
ceafe to fupport a traftick replete 
with milery and opp effion, and 
that it wall reacily extend its pro- 
1* tion to the Afsicans, the mottin- 
jured and detencelefs of our fellow. 
creatures. Thus fhall this conti- 
nued outrage againit humanity be 
no lonyer the dilgrice of our natio- 
nal character, and the 1ep oach of 
our Chrittian profeflion.—Thus fhall 
peace te reilored to that aillicted 
and deflate country, anda fr endly 
commerce al intercourfe enable us to 
introduce into it the comforts of 
focial lite, and the advantages of 
true rel gion, 

Given und: rour common feal, &c. 


January 26, 1788, 
Tie FP pilon of the People called 
Siabiti, againft the Slave i rade, 
To the Commons of Great 
Britain, in Parliament af- 
> 
fembled, 
Refpecitu ly theweth, 
THAT our retigious fociety, 


fenfible of the oblig tion univerfally 
incumbent on mankind, to do juitiy, 
and to love mer: y, have been long 
paintully affected by the contidera- 
gion of the African tlave-trade, a 
commerce totally repugnant to the 
principles of juttice, the common 
rights of mcn, and dictates of the 
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Chriflian relicion ; and, in the con. 
duct whereof, the lives and happi- 
nefs ot unoffending millions have 
been facrifice. to avarice and cruel ty. 

We have occafion, moreover, to 
lament, not only thar Britith fub. 
jects are engaged in this inhuman 
traffick, but that, by the encou- 
razement it has received from legal 
authority, the nation may be con- 
fidered a invo!ved in the gurlt. 

Your petiioners, therefore, im- 
prefled by that tympathy, where. 
with a know ledge ot the tufterings 
we deplore, mutt affect every teei- 
ing mind, and conftrained by a fenie 
of duty, do entreat your attentron 
t» fo enormous an evil ; and ear- 
neitly renew our applcation for an 
eitectual fupprefiionot this unrighte- 
ous traffick, 

‘That the God of the S, irits of all 
flefh may direst your deliberations 
on this important fubject, and make 
them concucive to the advances 
ment of that day of the univerfal 
righteoufnefs and peace, {poken ot 


by the prophe t, in which * every 


man fhall fit under his vine, and 

under his fig-tree, and none fhall 

make them atraid,”’ 1s the fervent 
defire of your p* titioners. 

Signed on behalf of our relici- 

ous fociety, by the members 

of our meeting tor futt r- 

ings, held in London the 

4th day ot the 2d month 


1788, 
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Report from the Committee oppoint d 
to inf{pect and conhder the ‘Returns 
made by the Min'fiers and Church- 
evardens, relative to charitable Do- 
mations for the Bench of poor 
Ferfons, in purfeance of an Act 
palfed in the 26th Year of bis pre- 
feat Mayef’y’s Reign (10th June 
1788). 

a 
The 
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‘The Committee appointed to in- 
{pect and conhder the returns 
made by the Manitters and 
Churchwardens, relative to 
charitable Donations, tor the 
benefit of poor perions, in pur- 
{uance ot an act patied in the 
26th year ot his prefent Maje- 
fty’s reign ; and to report, fom 
time totine, the:rroblervations 
thereon tothe Houfe, and how 
far the directions of the faid 


act bave, or have not, beea 
complicd with; intorm the 
Houle: 


THAT it appears by a former 
report made under the faid act, the 
2 ad diy of May «78>, purfuant to 
an order of this houfe, that cut ot 
near 13,000 parifhes and townflips 
in England and Wales (from which 
returns of charitable donations had 
been required) there were only 14 
parihes that had made no fuch re- 
turns, 

That the committee who mide 
that report, after arranging the 1e- 
turns Which had been to made ua- 
der the heads of the feveral coun- 
ties anJ parifhes to which they be- 
longed, direéted an abttract to be 
made thereo', with the utmoft care 
and expedition ; but finding, upon 
infpection of the faid abitract, that 
a great number of the faid partthes 
and townthips had mae defective 
returns ; tome, by not naming the 
perfons who yave the charities ; 
others, by not naming the truilees ; 
others by not defe:ibing whether 
the donations were in land or mo- 
ney ; and others, by not defcribing 
the produce of the money, lands, 
or rent charges, fo givea:—the 
committee directed their chairman 
to write circu'ar letters to the m1- 
nilters and churchwardens of all the 
parithes and townthips wherein fuch 
omillions appeared, requiring them 
to fend more perteci returns, 
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That there were about 4,065 of 
thofe circular lettres fent into ditter- 
ent parts of the kingdom, 

That an‘wers have been fince re. 
ceived from about 3976 of them, 
many at which have given the ex- 
planation required; and many o- 
thers have itated that they could 
give no turther information. 

That your commiitee, in order to 
lay before the houte all the infor- 
mation which they have fo procur- 
ed, have cuufed the matter contain. 
ed in tho'e fupplementary returng 
to be inerted in the faid abftra&, 
with red ink, that the houfe may 
dittinguith what was acquired under 
the original returns, and what 
fince, in confequence of che faid 
letters ; and that the houfe may be 
enabled to form an idea of the mag- 
nitude ot this fulject, your com- 
mittee have cauted the produce of 
the fuid charities, in land and mo- 
ney retpectively, as fur as the fame 
can be collected trom the faid re- 
turns, to be cal upin each county, 
the particulars whereof are here- 
unto annexed by way of appendix, 
by which the annual amount of the 
produce of the money amounts to 
48,2431. 1°8. gd. and the annual 
produce of the lands amounts to 
210,4671. 8s. 10d. making together 
the annual fum of 25 3,7 icl. 1s. 3d.: 
and, from a variety of circum. 
itances and intimations which have 
occurred, and been given to your 
commi'tec, in the purfuit of thofe 
enquiries, they have great reafon 
to believe very confiderable further 
fums will appear to have been given 
for the like charitable purpofes, 
whenever proper means can be found 
for inveftigating and completing 
thofe diicoveries, by extending the 
enquiries to corporations, compa- 
n.es, aud focietics of men, as well 
as to feoffees, truilees, and other 
perfons, Aes 
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And your committee think it ne 

eeffary to obferve to the hou e, that 
upon the face of the faid returns 
many of the faid charitable dona- 
tions appear to have been loft; and 
that many others of them, from 
neglect of payment, and the inat- 
tention of thofe perfons who o. ght 
to fuperintend pac are in dan- 
ger of being loft, or rendered 
very difficult to be secovered ; and 
that the matter feems to be of fuch 
magnitude as to call for the ferious 
ond {peedy attention of parliament, 
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to amend and explain the faid a4, 
by fpeitying with certainty ‘and 
precilion the objects to which the 
may think fit to dire<t their enqui- 
ries, in order te procure full and 
faiisfattory returns, and the ef. 
tablifhment of fu-h meafures as 
may be effcctual for the relict of the 
poor perions wh» were the objects 
of thofe donations, and for carrying 
the charitable and benevolent pur. 
pofes of the donators in.o execu. 
tion. 
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An Account of the Charitable Donations throughout Enziand and Wales, 


EN GLAN D. 


Bedford — —- 
Berks -— _ 

Bucks — 

Cambridge -—— 
Chefter — 

Cornwall — 
Cumberland 
Derby 
Devon 
Dorfet 
Durham 
Effex — 
Gloueefler 
Hereford 
Heriford 
Huntingdon 
Kents —— 
Lancater —— 
Leicefter 
Lincolh —— 
Middlefex , 

Lendon ——~ 
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———_—— 
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-_---—— 
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edie thie list, 
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—_—— 


Weltminier ——— —— 
Monmouth —— an 
Naorfo'k 





Northampton 
Northumberland —= 
Notunghumn  ——— 
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Annual Produce Annual Produce 
of Money. of Land. 
Le $S. de Le 5. ade 
196 2 2 2,186 11 7 
994 17 9 6,576 2 3 
663 6 1 4,306 15 8 
481 5 4 49064 6 9g 
19445 15 U1 23646 19 2 
695 13 8 1,050 7 0 
“=. ae © 457 3 3 
1,067 15 7 3,864 14 2 
25329 1§ 3 0,105 oO 2 
386 6 o 4,474 19 8 
380 11 7 1,076 2 1 
914 14 6 5658 17 7 
2,231 17 4 S.'45 5 8 
506 6 9g 791 1 7 
83 14 «0 3.360 © 7 
339 5 4 g5o 11 10 
1,816 9 © 9395 © 9 
2,$21 18 Oo 6,722 14 © 
1,024 3 4 4:877 15 4 
§87 13 2 71279 0 4 
2,192 4 4 7,648 4 2 
2,126 8 3 6,764 5 8 
466 16 o 2,054 18 § 
230 6 2 357 ° 7 
591 13 6 5671 8 4 
692 2 2 6,444 3 3 
ani 749 6 3 
? 070 Tt 2 
374 +4 3397 Oxford 
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f. 5. d. L. s. de 

Oxford — —_ —— 70613 3 35347 2 18 
Rutland _—_— —— $267 12 10 500 7 10 
Saop — _ — 838 8 g 23744 '5 7 
Somerfet -— —— 1,589 19 7 8,801 17 2 
Southampton ———- amas 2607 tf § 3,501 10 a8 
Stattord —_—_  — —— 1,083 18 4 5,057 16 2 
Suffolk — —_— _ 386 17 4 12,037 § 9 
Surrey 2,814 3 7 79423 12 2 
Sutlex _- —_ — 1,247 11 4 2,312 14 1 
Warwick = ——ae -_— 85§ 1 0o 10,205 « & 
Wettmoreland — —= 197 14 § 836 13 a8 
Wilts 1,887 10 18 $944? 9 2 
Worcefler 820 4 2 ,160 10 © 
York, Eaft Riding —— — 1,331 7 7 $025 7 8 
N. ditto ——— _——— 724 13 2 3920 7 10 
W. ditto ——e —— 1,953 1 1 139033 13 § 
£L- 4173 9 9 206,301 8 8 











Anglefey —_—_ 1449 5 4 174 18 4 
Brecon —— _— — 151 2 8 578 13 5 
Cardigan —_— 167 0 46 4 0 
Carmarthen -_—_— _— gi 18 o 164 19 10 
Carnarvon — 160 2 10 392 12 7 
Denbigh — wa——— 438 § 10 930 14 § 
Flint — _— — 309 3 8 346 46 o 
Glamorgan -_— —— 152 1 3 338 1 2 
Merioneth —— —— 18317 § 165 13 @ 
Nontgomery ——— ———- 221 3 «SS 330 18 ¢ 
Pembroke ——-— _—- 137 18 4 330 I2 ¢ 
Radnor — -—— _—— 58 14 11 310 6 g 
WalLes - ° © > 2,070 o 8 ss Oo 2 
ENGLAND - ° 49,173 9 9 206,301 8 8 
48,243 10 § 210,457 8 to 

48,243 10 ¢ 





Total England and Wales L. 258,710 19 3 





An Account of the Nett Produce of all the Taxes, from January 5, 1786, 
to Jan. 5, 1787; and from Fan. 5, 1787, to Fan. 5, 1788. 


1787. 1788. 
i « & L. So he 
Customs - - - 40535314 7 24135714477 2 6 
Excise - : © '55538,114 6 10316,225,627 11 3 
STAMPS ° - + 41,183,464, 11 103]1,182,060 16 o 
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os. ©¢s 2 en 2 oe 
fo a - ° Se da, 
Salt, sth Apnil 1759 - 241,843 4 104 80,461 10 ¢ 
Additional citto, roth May 1780 = 60,463 37} 21,015 7 3 
Do. 22d June 1782 - - 62,954 oO 6 22,183 13 g 
socl per week ee moOncy, ges 
rit June, 171 > , 3°,400 0 0 1393009 © oO 
253001, per a ditto 1784 - 119,600 0 © 43,700 0 o 
Seizures, Anno 1760 : : 4.442 14 7 59429 13 g 
Profters, ditto - : ° 635 16 1 668 9 2 
Fines of leafes, ditto - - 6,073 15 4 6,676 6 4 
Alum mines, ditto - © g60 © © 960 © 9 
Compolitions, dicto ° ° : 210 Oo 213 4 
Alienation dury, ditro - ss 35R 15 4 2541315 4 
Fines and forteitures, ditto -"~" jos 0 oO 1,480 0 09 
Rent of a light houfe, ditto - 61 156 1 
Rent of Savoy lands, ditto 7% mine 
Letter money, ditto - - 95,000 © Oo 93,000 © 0 
6d. perlib.onpenfions 24 Junei721, 52,3.0 © © 41,100 0 oO 
as. deduction on falaries, ¢ ‘Apriliys3, 29,410 14 €4 32,302 6 5 
Hov'e and Wind. roth Oct. 1766 414,050 (3 23 411,071 Ig 23 
Houfes, 5th April 1778 - 125,470 © rot] 140,081 § ii 
Hawkers and pedlars, 5 July '710)=— 1,925. 0 0 1y5¢4 7 Wc 
Hackney coaches 1 Ruy: i711 95323 Bal 13,219 15 4 
Dio - - i784 11.9799 © © 14,269 9 0 
Hawkers and pedlars, 5 July 1785 > = 2,070 13 «81 1,481 13 112 
Fir ft fruits of the clergy - 6,413 9 3 $:164 2 10 
Salt, aft Auguit 1785 - - 12,0c0 O O 3,000 O O 
"Tenths of the clergy - - 9,993 14 103 9,°93 16 4 
Male fervants, Anno 1785 - 64,586 18 6! 979912 0 6 
Female ditto - - - 109,061 19 0} 33,9094 6 8 
Four Wheel carriages, ditto - 86,347 14 1 134,512 13 103 
Two Wheel, ditto ° - 18,595 16 8} 30,046 19 10! 
Horfes, ditto - - 725348 © 63] 110,885 1 Of 
Waggons, ditto - - 8,446 18 2! 8,530 15 2 
Carts, ditto, - - - 4,487 © ©! 11,1gt 82 7} 
Shops, ditto : 329796 6 7j 64,265 1 1 
Houtes and Win dows Anno 1727 773 10 3 82 0 9g} 
fale ferv. Anno 1777, arrears 20 1g O 217 @ 
Confol. etter money, Anno 1787 ° 99,000 0 O 
Ditto—talt ditto . ° ° 235,669 7 2} 
1,613,061 15 2 {1,800,969 7 §; 
Total of cuftoms, excife, t 12,389,555 1 12{129923,134 17 2h 


ftamps, and incidents. 








Exchequer, the 3d of April, 1783. 


- 
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JOHN HUGHSON. 
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Fie Fourtecuth Report of the Com- 

mi foners  « poagenerd @ examine, 

take, and ftate, the Public Ae- 
counts of the Kingdom. 


« HAVING confined ourfelves, 
_ in our lait report, to thé collection 
and accounts of the cuftom duties, 
and to tuch obfervations as occurred 
in the invettization of thote two ob- 
jects; that we might complete our 
inquiries upon the fubject of the 
cuitoms, we proceeded t» the part we 
had referved for our future confide- 
ration 3 
the produce by the charges attend- 
ing the management of this re- 
venite. 

«“ The two accounts of the re- 
eciver general and controller gene- 
ral of the cuftoms, to which our 
attention has been directed, are 
thofe of the year 1781, as being the 
lat dec'ared accounts in the office 
of the auditors of the impreft: the 
abitraéts of thofe accounts, ‘tianf- 
mitted to us from that office, and, 
for the fake of reterrine to them 
more eafily, inferted ayain in the 
appendix to this report, ftate the 
{um paid into the exc hequer in that 
year, by the receiver general, to 
have been 2,772,346/.65. 44d.: and 
the payments for falaries and in- 
cidents, by the receiver general, 
148,645/. 12% 6d.; and by the 
controller general, 134,304/. 135. 
sid.; and 238/. 4s. 1$4.; amount- 
ing together to 283,458/. 105. 14. 
But thefe abitracts, comprehending 
the receipts and payments of thole 
two officers only, donot include the 
whole citherot the produce or of the 
expenditure during that year. Sei- 
zurcs, fines, and forfeitures, are 
branches of this revenue omirted in 
thefe abftracts : fuch thares of them 
as belong tothe crown are paid into 
the exchequer, notrhrough the hands 
of the receiver general, but by the 


namely, the diminution of 
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receivers for London and the out 
ports, and by the fo icitors of the 
cuttoms ; and the accounts of them 
are paffed, not by the auditors of 
the impreft, but by the accountant 
ot petty receipts, and the auditor of 
the folicitor’s accounts. Some char- 
ges are likewife imeurred at the 
ports io the plantations, and not in- 
cluded in any ot thefe accounts. 

** That the whole amount of the 
profit accruing to the public from 
this revenue, “and of the expences 
attending it, for the year 1781, 
might appear at one view ; we pro- 
cured trom the office of the cuftoms, 
an account of the grofs amount a- 
rifing from feizures, fines, and for- 
feiture ‘8, and what part of it was paid 
into the receipt of bis majetty’s ex- 
chequer, for ‘the year 1781; and 
an account of the grofs amount of 
the duties asifing in the plantations, 
and ef the charges of manayemeut 
and net produce thereof, for the 
fame year; diftinguithing the ports, 
and the charges paid by the recei- 
ver general, from the other charges. 

“¢ The grofs amount of fines and 
forfeitures was 1605453/. 125 4hdeg 
and the part of it paid ints the ex- 
chequer was 76,062/. 4s. 44d. This 
lait fum, being added to the fum 
ftated above as paid into the exche- 
quer by the receiver general, gives 
2,849,003/. 10s. od. the amount of 
the produce to the public from the 
revenue of the cutto ns in the year 
1781: and the remainder of this 
grofs amount, being 83,7917. 7% 
113d. together with the fum of 
614/ 175. 73d. the charges in the 
plantations, added to 283,188/. 
10s. 1d. the fum of charges above 
mentioned, fhews the expence to 
the public, for the management of 
thefe duties in that year, to have 
been 367,694/. 155. 84. 

‘* Thecu(toms arecolle‘ted at ports 
in different parts of the kingdom. 

That 
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That we might fee how much each 
port produced, and at what ex- 
ag to the public, we posters 

rom the office of the cuftoms, an 
account of the grofs receipt of the 
euitoms of London and the out 
ports, with the feveral payments at 
each port, dillinguifhed under the 
proper heads, with the net produce 
of each for the fame year. 

** The fum of 2,83 3,942/. 9s. 83d. 
the net produce of the cuftoms in 
this year, as ftated in this account, 
does not agree with the fum of 
2577243460. 6s. 44d. flated in the ac- 
count of the auditor of the imprett 
to have been paid into the receipt of 
his majelty’s exchequer: nor does 
the fuin of 281,222/. 115. 11d. the 
charges of management, under the 
head of falaries and incidents, in 
this account, agree with the fum of 
283,188/. 105. 1d. the amount of 
the payments by the receiver and 
controller general, under the like 
titles, in the accounts of the audi- 
tor. 

* There arefome articles, both in 
the receipts and payments, at the 
out ports, which were erroneous 
when tran{mitted from thence to the 
board of cuftoms. Thefe errors 
could not be corrected time enough 
to have the articles inferted with 
accuracy in the account before the 
auditor; but they are fet right in 
this laft account, which is a correct 
ftate of the ports in that year. Bur, 
independent of fuch errors, the net 
produce can hardly ever agree with 
the fum paid into the exchequer :— 
the component parts of thofe two 
fums are not the fame. The fum 
paid into the exchequer includes 
the duties remitted to the receiver 
general from Scotland and the plan- 
tations ; the net produce is the pro- 
duce of thofe duties only which are 
colleéted in London and at the out 
ports: the fum paid into the exche- 
quer does not contain fuch parts of 
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the duties colleéted at the out ports 
as were not remitted to the receiver 
general, or if remitted, were not 
turned into cafh during the year; 
but the net produce comprehends 
all the duties collected at the out 
ports during the year, whether 
they became cafh in the hands 
of the receiver general or not: the 
fum paid into the exchequer con- 
fiits ot cafh only, arifing either from 
dutirs adtually paid, or from the 
d {charge of bonds given in preced- 
ing years to fecure the duties ; bur 
the net produce includes not only 
the duties paid to the receiver gene- 
ral in cafh, but alfo thofe fecured 
by bonds, which, though remain- 
ing in his hands io the fhape of fe- 
curities, are yet blended with the 
duties he has received, and charged 
upon him in one compound fum. 

“ We fhould have proceeded to 
the examination of the articles, that 
compofed this fum of charges for 
the year 1781; but we found, upon 
inquiry, that among fo great anum- 
ber of officers, fome being dead, 
others having refigned their employ- 
ments or changed their fituations, it 
would be hardly poffible to procure 
a complete account of the emolu- 
ments of the offices for a year fo 
diftant from the prefent time ; and 
theretore we turned our attention to 
the expences of the lait year, and 
requircd from the office of the cuf- 
toms two accounts; the one, of the 
grofs fularies, fees, allowances, and 
gratuities received by the commif- 
fioners and the officers of the cuf- 
toms in the port of London, diftin- 
guihhing by what authority they 
are refpedtively appointed, with the 
payments for taxes, deputies, clerks, 
and other contingent expences, all 
diltinguifhed under their feveral 
heads, and the net produce received 
by each officer for the year 1784; 
the other, a fimilar account of the 
officers at the out ports. 

“ The 
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«The return to the firft of thefe 
requilitions contains the officers be- 
longing to the cuitoms in London. 
They are ranged under two gene- 
ral divifions: firft, the board, with 
the officers attending them, and em- 
ployed in conducting the general 
bulinefs of this revenue: fecondly, 
the officers of the port of London. 
—thefe two comprehend feveral 
fubdivifions. The firit includes the 
commitioner —the fecretary and 
clerks—the houfekeeper—the law 
officers—the officers of receipt, py- 
ment, control, examination, and 
account. The fecond clafs are dif- 
tinguifhed either by the bufinefs 
they tranfact, or the place where 
they tranfaS% it. The bufinefs a- 
rif's fiom imports or exports, by 
natives or foreigners, or from car- 
riage coaitwile: it is carried on in 
the long room at the cuftomhoufe— 
on thipboard—at the watertide— 
and in warehoufis. 

‘In this return, the falaries and 
allowances paid to the officers by 
the crown, that is, out of this re- 
veaue, are diftinguifhed from the 
f-es and emoluments they receive 
from the merchant, with a vicw of 
afcertaining how much the revenue 
and fubjeét each cont:ibute to the 
fupport of thefe offices ; and the fa- 
laries and allowances paid to the 
deputies and clerks, by the principal 
or other officers, are placed in a fe- 
para'e column from thofe paid to 
them by thecrown; becaufe, being 
included in the falaries and allow- 
ances paid by the crown to the prin- 
cipal or other officers, they would, 
unlefs fo diflinguifhed, twice 
charged to the account of the reve- 
nue. 

** The deductions from the profits 
of the officers, by the payment of 
taxes, are diitinguifhed trom the 
other dedufions; becaufe the taxes 
te.urned into the exchequer have 
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the fame effe as a payment back 
to the public of fo much ot their fa- 
laries and allowances, and, confe- 
quently, are fo Or a diminutioa 
of the public expence, excepting, 
what cannot eafily be com — 3 
the diminution thele tuxes fuffer by 
the charges of collection, and the 
lofs fuftained by the public from 
the delay of their return into the 
exchequer. One of the taxes to 
which the falaries and payments to 
fome of thefe officers are fubject, is 
the fuperannuation fund. which has 
been leng eftablifhed in the cuftoms, 
as a fupport tor certain of the offi- 
cers, chiefly in the inferior depart- 
ments, who are worn Out in the 
fervice, As this deduction from 
the pay is not — to the ufe of 
the public, we have feparated it 
fiom thofe taxes which are paid into 
the exchequer. 

‘¢ The circumftances to which we 
princ:pally attended, in this inquiry, 
are —the authority that appoints— 
the mode of appointment—the du- 
ration of the intereft—the bufinefs 
tranfacted—and, the reward for the 
execution. William Stiles, ef. fe- 
cretary to the commiffioners of the 
cuftums, gave us information on 
thefe fubjects. 

** The appointment of every off- 
cer, iseither by the king, the board 
of treafury, tht chancellor of the 
exchequer, the commiffioners of the 
cuftoms, or the fuperior officers in 
the departments, The king ap- 
points by his letter patent. The 
board of treafury either appoints by 
contlitution or names by warrant, 
The chancellor of the exchequer 
appo'nts by warrant. The board 
of cuftoms, by commiffiva or or- 
der. 

** A conflitution by the board of 
treafury, contains both the nomi- 
nation and appointment of the offi- 
cer; but the warrant of thet board 

“ 
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is only a momination of the per! fon, 
aad a requilition to the commitlo- 
ners o' the culloms toappornt him: 
the node of appointment is by com 

m ifion under the hands of four of 
them, and the jes] of office; and 
from hence the officer derives the 
authority and powers annexed to 
his othce. The officers thus coa- 
ftituted by the king, the chancellor 
ot the exchequer, or thele boards, 
comprehend all that are paid, e1- 
ther by dormact warrants, or upon 
the eflablidim. nr. 

66 Where the commillioners of the 
cuit ins act without the interven- 
tion of the treafury, they appoint 
eitver by commilfon, or by order 
of the board : : thele are Cc. lied inei- 
dental ofhcers. 

*¢ The deputies are all app: inted 
by the patentees, fubject in f me 
inflances vo the approbation of the 
treafury. The clerks are appoint 
ed, fome by the fuperivor ofhcers in 
the depaciment, fome by, or with, 
the approbation of the board of 
cuitoms, and others by the trea- 
jury. 

«+ Upon every nomination to an 
office by warrant of the treafury, 
the commiflioners of the cuthoms 
dive an inquiry whether the per- 
fon named has ever been difimified 
the fervice; it he has, they return 
the warrant to the treafury, ftating 
this ebjection, and the pe:fon to be 
therefore inadmifhble. Where the 
Office is that of a collector, unlefs 
the objection of difmiffion arifes, 
the commitlione: Sappoint hom with- 
Out further inquiry. It it be the 
office of a landing furveyor, landing 
Waiter, or coait waiter, and the 
perfon named appears, upon in- 
quiry, to be ignorant of the duty 
of the office, he is put under in- 
fiructions for a certain time, and 
not admitted to the office but upon 
the certifiiaie of the proper officer 
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that he is duly qualified. Where je 
is an inferior office, and there are 
objections to his aze or qualifica. 
tions, the commifioners return the 
warrant, and flate the objections to 
the treafu: ‘v. 

** Tne tenure of thefe offices is ej- 
thet for life, o1 during pleature, 
Some of the letters parent grant an 
inte ett for life; but moft of them, 
and all the other forms of appoint. 
ment, are during pleafure only, 

** We procured trom the office of 
thecuftome a lift of the offices holden 
by letters patent, with the cate of 
each patent, the names of the offi- 
ces in poffc flon, and their re! pec. 
tive interett therein; and from the 
oftice of the tresfury, a lill of thole 
grantedin reverfion, with the dates 
o' each grant, the names of the 
grantees, and their respective inte- 
reits thercin, 

*¢ Many of the officesare finecures; 
the ofhcer never attends, nor exe- 
cutes any part of the bulineis: it is 
transacted entircly by deputies and 
clerks, We examined ino the duty 
and bufinets tranfacted in every ot- 
fice, unlef; where the defcription of 
that duty is contained in the exami- 
na‘ion of the fame, or any other 
othcer,, annexed to our lait report. 

** The emoluments accruing from 
theie offices are —falarics — allow- 
ances — fees — gratuities — and 
fhares in the produce of feizures. 
The fal ries are fome of them ex- 
pretied in the patents, contticutions, 
and warrants: In fome of thefe in- 
flruments they are not exprefic’, 
but afcertained by reference to thofe 
falaries inierted in former intiru- 
ments, or that have been ufually 
annexed to the fame appointments. 
Other of the falaries d: pend upon 
the commiilion or order ot the board 
of cuitoms ; and the fime officer has 
frequently a variety of falaries given 
him by differeat iaitruments. 
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* The allowances flow either from 
the warrants of the treafury or or- 
ders of the board of cufloms. An 
allowance is frequently not eafily to 
be diftinguithed from a falary: it is 
fometimes an annual payment in ad- 
dition to, or in lieu of, a falary; 
{ometimes a recompence for fome 
{pecial fervice. One of thefe al- 
iowances is for the quarantine fer- 
vice. The execution of the orders 
of the privy council, relative to 
{hips performing quarantine in all 
the ports of England, is intrufted 
to the officers of the cuftoms ; 
but being properly no part of the 
bufinefs of the cuftoms, the board 
of treafury, by warrant dated the 
rgth of December 1722, in confe- 
quence of a memorial from the com. 
miffoners of the cuftoms, dire¢ted 
200/. a year to be paid to each of 
the commiffioners for their extraor- 
dinary fervice, care, and pains re- 
lating to the quarantine, until it 
fhould, by the king’s command, 
ceafe to be performed, _ This allow- 
ance was extended, by fubfequent 
warrants, tathe fecretary, the wef- 
tern, northern, ond TEINS clerks, 
and to fome other officers, The 
payments are all made by virtue of 
an annual warrant from thetreafury, 
directing the receiver general to pa 
to the officers named in a lift tranf- 
mitted to the treafury from the cuf- 
toms, and annexed to, the warrant, 
the fums therein mentioned. The 
allowances are different : that toeach 
of the commiffioners is a fixed fum ; 
that to the other officers is according 
to the number of thips—a certain 
fom to each officer, or fet of offi- 
cers, for ever fhip put under qua- 
rantine during the year, except men 
of war and tranfports, 

* Four of thefe allowances are 
poundages: one vpon the coinage 
duty; another upon al pec produce 
we irom the fale of tea, coffee, 

1738. 
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and fpirits (called the enumerated 
goods), feized, condemned, and fold, 
purfuant to the a@ of the 12th of 
George the Firft, chapter the 28th ; 
the third upon the coal duty ; and 
the fourth upon the produce of fei- 
zures paid into the exchequer. 

** The poundage upon the coin- 
age duty is grounded upon the act of 
the 25th Charlesthe Second, chap- 
ter the 8th, which empowers the 
board of treafury to allow to the of- 
ficers employed in the colledion and 
receipt of that duty, out of the 
money arifing therefrom, falaries 
and allowances not exceeding in the 
whole twelve pence in the pound of 
the money colle&ed, By warrant 
of the treafury, dared the 13th of 
December 1714, this poundage is 
directed to be equally divided,, in 
the port of London, between the 
receiver of the duty, the controller 
geveral, and the receiver general ; 
to each four pence in the pound, 

** The poundage upon the grofs 
produce arifling from the fale of the 
enumerated goods, is regulated by,a 
minute of the board of cuftoms, 
dated the oth of May 1723, and paid 
out of that produce. This minute 
directs what poundage fhall be paid 
to thofe officers, both in London 
and at the out ports, who are em- 
ployed in the conduct of this bufi- 
nefs, as a reward for their fervice. 

“© The poundage upon the coal 
duty relates to the our ports only, 
and is grounded upon a warrant of 
the treafurv, dated the 19th of Sep- 
tember, 1699, which direéts three 
per cent. upon the firft 1,000/. and 
one per cent. upon every rool, alter- 
wards, collected at the out ports, 
and fo in proportion, to be divided 
between the colle@or and controller, 
two thirds to the one, and one third 
to the other, as a reafonable com- 
penfation for their fervice in this 
branch of duties. 

“ The 


(H) 











(114) PUBLIC 

‘© The poundaye upon the fum 
arifing from the produce of {eizures 
paid into the exchequer, being the 
emolument wf a fingle officcraoly, 
the infpector of profecution:, will 
be defcribed hereafter, in the ac- 
count of thatoffice. ; 

‘+ Such of thefe falaries and allow- 
ances a8 are appointed to be paid to 
the eftablifhed officers, are inferted 
iv the eftvblifhment made out every 
quartet for every department in the 
port of London, and for every out 
port. Such as belong to the inci- 
dental officers are entered upon the 

. . ‘ 
«juarterly incidental Hitt. Such of- 
licers’ as receive their falaries by 
Cormant warrants, are paid by the 
receiver gencfal, without the intet- 
vention of the board of cuftoms. 

“¢ All the falaries and allowances, 
except the poundages and the ‘inci- 
dental expences. 6f the cuftoins “in 
London, aré paid, unlefs otherwite 
dire¢Aed by the warrant or order, out 
of the dutfes placed under the head of 
cultoms ; and it the out ports out of 
nn! money int the hands of the col- 
Icctors, to whatéver branch of duty 
it may belong, unlefs it be one’ of 
the excepted branches. 

** Regularly every duty thauld de- 
fray the expence it occafions: it 
ought to bear ifs proportion ot ge- 
neral charges of management ; -but 
that is utterly impracticable, as 
the fime officer, or clafs of officers, 
with a variety of different fipénds, 
colleét and keep the accounrs of the 
numerous branches, and the ampthr 
of the duties arifidg fron the feve- 
ral branches in the fame “Yeat, oF 
from ‘the ‘fame ‘branch in different 
years, is very uncqual ; and’as the 
fame incidental expence ‘relates ‘to 
many orall of the branches, it.is neat 
Yo an impiffibifty to apportion, the 
Talary, allowance, or expence among 


the feveral branches, fo that each 
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fhall contribute its due fhare to the 
common chargé, rethesls 
~ “ T¢ appears by a memorial of 
the board of cultoms 16 ghe treafury; 
dated the roth of May 17£8, thar 
before the year 1709, ‘thie ‘CHatves 
of the eflatHiimenr,*id every port, 
were paid oot of the ‘darits Yéetiy. 
ed under the head of cuflotns' ?’ Big 
by the wuftahe ‘ot the lord high 
treafurer Godolphin, dated the 2sth 
of April. 1716, the colleGor of a 
a where the receipt under that 
ead fell flrort'to anfwer the’cHargts, 
Was perinitted to fupply the Gefi- 
ciency by bortowing froin fivé orhee 
branchestherein enumerated; which 
five, ‘together with the cuftoms,’ aré 
called the united branches. Theft 
too being frequently deficient,” a 
warrant of the’treafary of the 31 
of July 1761, iffued in coafeqatnce 
of the métnorial of the roth of May 
175%, dhthorized the boatd of eaf- 
toms to dfredt the applicasion af aj} 
the branchés (excepr the colpare 
duty) to the charges'of management. 
This warrant the board tatriéd into 
execution bP their minutes ‘OF the 
aad Augufand roth of Odabet 
1701. ; , 

‘« "The Fees" received ip the cuf- 
toms aré vrotilided, fome bpon atts 
of parlidmeit, fome upon ‘ufage, 
‘and’ others ‘are demanded and paid 
under the name of fees, bat of which 
neiiher,thé origin not authority ap- 
pears.” We requited from the office 
an accodt of Tach “fect as thé off. 
cers are authorized to rake by vir- 
tue of aby act’ of ‘parliament, and 
for what beknels {ych fees are pay’ 

Awad is elie 
*¢ Five tables of fees were retorh- 
‘ed to us purfuant to this réquilition. 
The firit of. them ff thecopy’of 4 
tuble hung Op ih the long room 4 
the 'cuftaliihgafe in London. , 
“*'Phe’bath rule, at the = 
“the 
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the book of rates, annexed to the 
act of tonnage and poundage, di- 
reéts, ** that no officer belonging to 
the cuftoms fhall receive any other 
or greater fee than fuch as are, or 
fhall be, eftablithed by the com- 
mons in parliament allembled, on 
pain of forteiture of his office, and 
incapacity.” By an order of the 
houfe of commons, dated the 17th 
of May 1662, and figned by fit 
Edward Turner, then {peaker, men- 
tioned and continued in force by the 
a‘t of the ift ef Anne, chapter the 
13th, a table of tees for the port of 
London was fettled and contirmed, 
and a copy directed to be fet up in 
the cuittomhoufe. 

* Ac the end of a colleion of 
the flatutes, relative to this reve- 
nue, paffed foon after the Reftora- 
tion, printed by the king’s printers, 
in the year 1663 (produced to us 
by Mr. Richard Frewin, the exa- 
miner of the duties inwards), this 
order of the houfe of commons is 
inferted, with the table annexed ; 
which appears, upon comparifon, to 
be the fame with the table returned 
to us from the long room at the cuf- 
tomhoufe. Both the erder and table 
are likewife to be found in fome of 
the books of rates compiled and 
publithed for thé ufe ot the cuf- 
toms, | 

‘* The other four are tables of fees 
for the ports of Briftol, Great Yar- 
mouth, Kingfton upon Hull, and 
Cheiter ; and are copied from an 
old book in the cuftomhoufe. 

“ It appears, from the journals 
of the houfe of commons, of rhe 
i-th of May 1662, that tables for 
the three tif of thofe ports were 
that day reported to the houfe, and 
agreed to. Thefe fees, eftablifhed 
by the legiflarure, are for work done 
at legal times and places ; but, for 
the accommodation of trade. the a&t 
of the 6th and 7th of William and 
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Mary, chapter the 7th, authorizes 
the officers to receive, for any extra- 
ordinary fervice, fuch a recompence 
as the commiffioners in London, of 
any two ot the collector, cuftomer, 
controller at an out port, fhall de- 
termine, 

** By the eighteenth rule, an- 
nex¢d:to the book of rates, the at- 
tendance of the officers who fit in 
the cuftomhoufe in London, is from 
nine to twelve in the forenoon ; and 
one officer, or able clerk, is ordered 
to attend in the afternoon, during 
the time the officers at the waterfide 
are in waiting. At the out ports, 
their attendance is for the fame time 
in the forenoon, ‘and from two to 
tour in the afternoon, 

“ By the thirteenth rule, the 
merchant is permitted to lade or 
unlade his goods, at the lawful 
quays, from the roth of September 
to the roth of March, ‘between fun- 
rifing and funfetting; ‘and’ in the 
other half year, from fix in the 
morning to fix in the evening; and 
the officers appointed to attend the 
lading and unlading muft, upon 
notice, be in wajting. Thefe not 
having been altered by the legifla- 
ture, itill continue to be the legal 
hours of bufinefs, though departed 
from in praftice, changing with the 
manners of the times, . 

‘* The table for London, above 
mentioned, contains the fees pay- 
able to certain officers, and for cer- 
tain bafinefs only: bat, as the bufi- 
nefs of the cuftoms and number of 
officers are greatly increafed fince the 
Reftoration, and confequently many 
other fees are paid at the cuftom- 
houfe, and in the port of London, 
than are to be found in this table, 
we required from the affice an ac- 
count of all fees ufually taken by 
the feveral officers ms c Peay 
including patentees, deputies, an 
clerks, aad al others of every de- 
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fcription whatever, in the port of 
London, diftinguiihing for what bu- 
finefs or documents fuch fees are 
paid, exclufive of ftamps. 

*¢ The return to this requifition 
contains a diflingt lift of all the fees 
taken by-euch officer and clerk ref- 
peclively, in every department. of 
the culloms in London; and, con- 
tequently, it includes, though it 
does voc diltinguifh them, the fees 
evtablithed by the Jegiflature, as well 
as thoic grounded upon ufage, orthe 
diicretion of the officer. We have, 
in obedience to the injunctions of 
the legitluture, extracted from this 
return, and annexed to our exami- 
nation into e:ch departmenr, a lift 
of the fies taken by the feveral of- 
ficers and cle:ks in that, departmenr. 
Such’of them as derive their autho- 
rity from the order of 1662 will, 
upon referring to it, be found in the 
table eftabiifhed by that order. 

‘© The mode of collecting the 
fees appointed to be paid to the cuf= 
tomer, controller, furveyor, and fur- 
yeyor yveneral, in the port ot Lon, 
don, is fettled by the twenty-fifth 
rule annexed ‘to the book ot rates, 
They are received in one fum by 
that oftier, who is to deliver the 
cocket or certificate to the mer- 
chant; and divided by him among 
thofe officers, according tothe fhares 
they are feverally entitled to. 

‘* ‘The gratuities received by thefe 
officers, ate, in general, as a re- 
compence for bufinefs tranfacted ei- 
sher out of their proper department, 
or out Of office a or upon the 
fufferance quays, or for adJitional 
trouble. ; 

“« Among the profits attending 
thefe offices, we did not require what 
arofe from the produce of feizures. 
This fpecies of emolument is con- 
fined to officers of certain defcrip- 
tioas only: it is precarious in its 
eature, very dificreat in different 
Ate 7 
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years, much diminithed hy late te. 
gulations of the legitlature, and 
may, by fimilar regulations here. 
after, there is reafon to hope, be 
almott extinguifhed ; and therefore 
the knowledge of what each officer 
received irom it in the year 1784 
can be no ground for the regulation 
ot his future eltablifiment: bur al. 
though we did not require it, many 
of the officers have included, among 
their emoluments, the allowances 
they receive out of the produce of 
feizures. 

‘© We purfued, in our inquiries, 
the arrangement in which the ofh- 
cers are difpofed in the lilt of them 
returned to us, and examiaed the 
chief efficient officers in each de- 
pariment ; omitting thefe who do 
not execute the bulinefs of the office, 
and thofe who are placed in the in- 
ferior ftations, We have flated the 
amount of the falaries and allow- 
ances, and of the fees and gratuities 
received, and of the taxes paid in 
each divifion; referring, in gene- 
ral, to the cuttomhoule lift for the 
kind of inftrument er authority by 
which each office is holden, and for 
the feparate receipt and payment of 
each cflicer in that divifion, as being 
there inferted diftinGly, with the 
net produce of his employment. 

‘© The officers are diflinguifhed 

in this lift into thirteen claffes. 
«6 ft. The firft of them is the 
beard and their attendants. of thefe 
we examined Edward Hooper, efq. 
the fenior commiffioner; William 
Stiles, efg. the fecrétary; Mr. 
George Robinfon, the weftern clerk; 
Mr. john Gale, the northern clerk ; 
Mr. Harry Hutfon, the chief copy- 
ing clerk; Mr. James Powell, the 
plantation clerk; Mr. Thomas 
Shaw, the clerk in the bond office ; 
and Mrs. Bridget Kelly, the houfe- 
keeper. 

‘S Nine commiflioners, appointed 
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PUBLIC 
by commiffion under the great fecal, 
to hold their offices during pleafure, 
conititute the board of cuttoms. They 
have each two annual falaries ; 
1,000/. under the commiffion, aud 
zoo/, tor the quarantine fervice; and 
no other emolument. He pays annu- 
ally for taxes 225/. 35. which reduces 
his income to net 974/. 175. a year. 

«* The amount ot the falaries paid 
ro this board is 10,800/.; from which 
2,02¢/. 75. the amount of the taxes, 
being deducted, an expeaceof 8,77 3/. 
13s. 4 Year, remains up nthe pubic. 

* The fecretary has, in his of- 
fice, four principal, and fourteen 
other clerks, ‘They are fupporied 
by falaries, allowances, fees, and 
gratuities: they all have falavics ; 
aud fume of them a variety, by dif- 
ferent initruments. ‘The allowances 
are confined to certain of them 
only: that for the quarantine fer- 
vice is given to the fecretary, the 
weftern, northern, copying, and 
minute clerks; that of the enume- 
rated poundage, which is one penny 
inthe pound upon the grofs pro- 
duce, is divided into five parts, and 
paid, two of them to the fecretary, 
one to the weftern and one to the 
northern clerk; and the remaining 
fitth among the copying clerks ; 
one fifth of that fifth to the firft, and 
four fifths among the reft of them, 

** The fees taken in this office are 
grounded upon ulage. They are 
received by the firit copying cleik, 
and divided into eight parts; five 
for the fecretary, one for the wef. 
tern and northern clerks each, and 
one for hinfelt. 

‘¢ The plantation clerk, and the 
clerk in the bond office, have fepu.- 
rate fees of their own, 

“ The rett of thefe attendants are 
—the houfekeeper—the controller 
ut her accounts—the furveyor of 
the buildings—a door-kceper—aud, 
medlengers, 
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** The boufekceper receives two 
falaries, togecher g2g/.a year; and, 
fince the abolition of her perqui- 
fites by the board, in the year 1783, 
ao allowance of 200/. a year ia heu 
of them. She pays for taxes an- 
nually po2/, 18s. 

** A lilt of che fees and gratuities 
taken by the officers ia this clats 
is inferted inthe Ap,endix. ‘The 
amount of the falaries and al- 
lowauces paid to them by the public 
is 4,394/. 115. 3d, The tum paid by 
the fubje& is 1,808/ 25. 614; 
and for taxes, 41¢/. 85, 8d. 

© ad. The next clafs of officers 
attending the board confifts of five 
divifions ; firlt, the officers for the 
law bdfinefs; fecond, the cathiers 
and paymaters, with their controls ; 
third, the controllers and examiners 
of the general accounts; fourth, 
the infpectors of the officers con- 
duct ; fifth, officers tor keeping ac- 
counts re(pecting trade. 

*¢ aft. In the firit divifion we ex. 
amined Mr. John Tyton, the foli- 
citor tur London and the weitern 
ports; Mr. William Cooper, tbe 
folicitor for the northern pmrts ; 
Mr. George Litchfield, the folici- 
tor for bonds and criminal pro- 
fecutions ; Mr. John Arden, the de- 
puty infpedtor of profecutions ; and 
Mr. William Richardfon, the de- 
puty regitter of feizures, 

** The officers in this divifion, 
who are a charge upon the public, 
are—four folicttors —the infpetor 
of profecutions—the regitler of {ei- 
zures—and, the auditor of the foli- 
citors accounts. The deputics, with 
the clerks and meflengers, are paid 
by their principals, who have al- 
lowances made to them for that pur- 
pofe. ‘The emoluments of the foli- 
cicors arife from various falaries and 
allowances: they have no other 
than their profeffional fees for the 
bulinefs they tranfaét, payable ci+ 
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ther by the defendants who are pro- 
fecuted, or out of the produce of 
feizures. 

** The infpector of profecurions 
teceives for the duties of his of- 
fice, purfuant to a warrant of the 
treafury, dated the 4th of Augu® 
1687, a poundage of five per cent. 
upon the king’s thare of the produce 
ot feizures paid into the exchequer ; 
but the act of the 2: ft of his prefent 
majefty, chapter the 62d, having 
Se the commiffioners of the 
cuftoms to order the charges of 
Management to be paid out of that 
fhare, and the fum paid into the ex- 
chequer having been confequently 
reduced, this officer, upon applica- 
tion lait year to the treafury, ob- 
tained, as a compenfation for the 
diminution of this poundage, an al- 
lowance of fuch a fum as, together 
with the produce of the poundage, 
made up the grofs emoluments of 
his office 2,000/. a year. 

‘* The regitter of feizures has two 
falaries, and a fee of five fhillings 
forevery certificate, where the king’s 
fhare amounts to ten pounds or up- 
wards, allowed him by the board 
of cuftoms. This law department 
is entirely fupported by the public, 
at the expence, laft year, of 4,390. 
16s, gid.; deducting 521/. 95. 10d. 
the amount of the tax«s. 

*¢ 2d, Of the fecond divifion, the 
cafhiers and paymatiers, with their 
feveral controls ; we examined Mr, 
John Mills, the affittant to the re- 
ceiver general; Mr. Humphrey 
Bache, the chief teller; Mr. John 
Dalley, the deputy fupervifor of 
the receipts and payments; Mr, 
Thomas Chauntrell, deputy re- 


ceiver of fines and forfeitures for 
London; Mr. Wiiliam Williams, 
deputy receiver of fines and forfei- 
tures for the out ports ; Mr. Rich- 
ard Stanley, the controller of thofe 
fines and forfeitures; Mr. Clement 
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Nevill Zouch, his deputy ; and Mr, 
Joho Battin, firit clerk to the ac- 
countant of petty receipts. 

** The revenue ariling from the 
cuftoms is not all paid into one trea- 
fury. ‘There are in this divifion 
three offices appointed for the receipt 
of different parts of it; the princi- 
pal of which ts that of the receiver 
general; the other two are for the 

eceipt of the fines and forfeitures, 
the one for London, the other for 
the out ports. 

‘¢ The firft of thefe offices con. 
fills of the receiver general, an af- 
fittant, two tellers, eleven clerks, 
and a meffenger. The control upon 
the receiver general, is, the fuper- 
vifer of his receipts and payments, 
with a deputy and two clerks,— 
The other two have each a receiver 
and clerk; the one for London has 
a deputy, and the other for the out 
ports a controlier and his clerk. 
This divifion includes likewife two 
other offices; that of the accoun- 
tant of petiy receipts, with feven 
clerks; and that of the receiver of 
the fuperannuation fund, and his 
controller. 

“The receiver general has a 
variety of falaries, and one third of 
the poundage on the coinage duty : 

he receives fome ufual fees for en- 
tries, and fome gratuities upon the 
p'yments made in his office. He 
gives falaries to all his affittants and 
clerks ; befides which, they alfo 
have the like fees and gratuities. 

“The fupervifor, the receiver 
for the out ports, and his controller, 
are paid by falaries only: the re- 
ceiver for London, by allowances, 
and fees upon fales: the accoun- 
tant of petty receipis, by a falary, 
and apoundage of three pence half- 
penny upon the grofs produce of 
feizures. 

*¢ The charge it brings upon the 
public is 6,762/. 65. iid; a 
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the fubject, s08/. gr. 6¢.; and the 
amount of the taxes is 8ig/. 10s. 
fo'd. 

*¢3d. The controllers and exa- 
miners of the general accounts are 
the third divifion. Of thefe we ex- 
amined Mr, Jofhua Powell, firft clerk 
to the controller general; Mr. Wil- 
liam Saxby, deputy to the furveyor 
of the out ports accounts; Mr. 
Charles May, attorney to the in- 
fpetor and examiner of the exche- 
guer books in the out ports; and 
Mr. James Powell, chicf cleik to 
the in{pector of the our port collec- 
tors accounts and vouchers. 

‘© This divifion includes the con- 
troller general, and thirteen clerks ; 

the furveyor of the out port ac- 
counts, and his deputy ; the infpec- 

r of the exchequer books of the 
out ports: the infpector of the out 
port collectors ace unt and vouch- 
ers, and five clerks ; four exami- 
ners of the out port collectors quar- 
ter books, and three clerks; and two 
other examiners, with a clerktoeache 

“¢ All thefe officers are paid by 
falaries ; except that the controller 
general has likewife one third of the 
poundage on the coinage duty, and 
his clerks fome gratuities for extra 
fervice ; and the cleck to the exa- 
miner of the fufficiency of officers 
fecurities, receives fone fees. The 
amount of the falarics and allow- 
ances to thefe officers was 4,31 8/. 

75. 4d.; of their fees and gratui- 
ties, ri2J. 18s. Ed.; and of the 
taxes they paid, 7‘ 62/. 4s ro I. 

“ ath Among the infpectors of 
the conduct of officers, we examined 
Thomas Fanthaw, efq. chicf deputy 
to the furveyor yeneral, and Arthur 
Hammond, efq. one of the general 
furveyors attending in London, 

‘* ‘The officers in this divifion 
are, the furveyor general, threede- 
putics, and two clerks; four gene- 
ral furveyors attending i in London, 

with a ‘clerk and meffenger; two 
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furveyors of ridicg officers, and an 
examiner. 

‘¢ The furveyor general receives 
two falaries ; and fees according to 
the fchedule in the appendix, which 
correfponds with the teval table. 

*¢ ‘The deputy ourwards. and his 
clerk, have fees likewife,—aAll the 
reft of the officers in this divifion 
are psid by falaries only, 

The amountof all the falariesis 
3,040/.; of the fees, 1,806/. 115. 10.0.5 
and of the taxes, 764/. 185, 8d. 

sth. The lait divifion in this 
clafs contains two offices, in which 
accounts are kept refpecting trade. 

*¢ The one is that of the regilter 
general of all trading thips belong - 
ing to Great Britain, who employ 8 
five clerks ; of whom we examined 
Mr. James Turner, the chiefclerk. 
The other is that of the infpeCor 
general of imports and exports, who 
has an afliftane and fix clerks; of 
whom we examined Mr, John Tom- 
kyns, the affittanr, 

‘¢ Thefe officers are fupported by 
falaries only ; except that the four 
under clerks of the regilter general 
receive fome fmall fecs. The fala- 
ries to thefe officers amount to 
1,720/.; the fees, 14/. 155.5; and 
the taxes, Co 329/- bas. 

“3d. The third clafs of officers 
are thofe employed in the long 
room at the cytomhoufe. They 
are ranged in four divifions, diftin- 
guifhed by the bufinefs they are ene 
gagedin. The firlt areemployedin 
the foreign bufinefs, both imports 
and exports; the fecond, in the 
imports only ; the third, in the ex- 
ports only ; andthe fourth are ad- 
ditional checks upon the imports. 

“‘ ift, In the firit of thefe divi- 
fions, we examined James Hume, 
efy. chief deputy to the controller 
of the cufoms; Mr. William Rich. 
ardfion, the deputy inwards; Mr, 
Henry Herd, the deputy outwards ; 
Perry Player, efq. the cuftomer of 
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cloth and petty cufioms outwards ; 
Mr. William Reade, the deputy con- 
troller of the cloth and petty cuftoms 
inwards andoutward, ; Geo ge Tay- 
leure Braithwayte, eig. the chief de- 
purty furveyor of falfidies and petty 
cuftoms for London; and Mr. 
Charles May, his deputy outwards. 

*¢ There arein this divilion three 
different branches: firft, the con- 
troller, his chief deputy, his two 
ceputies, the one inward-, the 
other outwards, and three clerks: 
fecond, the cuftomer of cloth and 
petty cuttoms, his controller, de- 
puty controlier, and one clerk: 
third, the furveyor of fubfidies and 
petty culloms for London, his chief 
deputy, deputy outwards, and four 
clerks. 

** The payments to thefe officers 
are, falarics, andfees. “The fecs ot 
the controller and his deputy, and 
of the petry cuftomer, contro!ler, 
and furveyor, are thofe infert:d in 
the leyaltable ; the fees of the others 
depend upon cutiom, 

“© The amounts, in this divifion, 
of the falaries, is g50/.; of the tees, 
4.4594. los. 4d.3 and of the taxes, 
3544+ t 45 

© od. Inthe fecond divifion, we 
examined William Suckling, efq. 
chiet deputy to the collector inwards; 
Mr. Mariin Challis, the clerk of 
the fhips entices; Mr. William 
Sims, the clerk of the rates; Mr. 
James Deacon, the receiver of the 
grand receipt; Mr. Henry Gyles, 
the receiver of the plantation duties; 
Mr. William Mucklow, the receiv- 
er, and Mr. Hutchinfon Hetherfall 
Browne, the computer of the wine 
duties; Mr. Peregrine Sims, de- 
puty petty cuitomer inwards; Mr. 
Charles May, depuiy regiiler of 
warrants ; Mr. Richard Frewin, the 
examiner; Mr. Philip White, the 
computer of the fifteen per cent. on 
muflins; Mr, William Sexby, the 
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copying clerk of entries inwards; 
and Mr. William Reade, the afliftant 
to the clerk of the flips entries, 

“ The officers employed in the 
import bufinefs only, are, the col- 
leétor, and his deputy ; the col- 
lector of the petty cuftoms, and his 
deputy ; the clerk of the flips en- 
tries, his affittant, and two clerks ; 
three receivers, and four clerks; 
the clerk of the rates, and three 
clerks ; three computers, and two 
c-erks ; two examiners, and three 
clerks; the regifler of warrants, and 
his deputy ; and the copying clerk 
of the en'ries inwards. Ali of them 
have falaries, either from the crowa 
or their principals; moft of them 
fees, either eftablithed or euftomary ; 
and fome of them gratuities. 

** The amount of the {falaries is 
1,6971. 8s. 1cd.: of the fees and 
gratuities, 6,192/. 5s. 63¢.; and 
of taxes, 42¢/. 25. Od. 

6 od. In the third divifion, which 
are the officers employed in the ex- 
port bufinefs only, we examined 
James Meller, efq. the chief de- 
puty colletor; Mr. William Bates, 
the deputy; Mr. Thomas Sutton, 
the aiiftant deputy and firit cocker 
writer; Mr. James Dodfon, the re- 
ceiver; Mr. Rubert Seymour, the 
deputy colleétor, and Mr. Perry 
Plaver Blommart, the deputy cone 
troller, of the great cultoms on 
wool and leather; Mr. Heary 
Bufhby, the clerk of the certif- 
cates; and Mr. Charles Caufton, 
the deputy ufher. 

“© This divifion contains that 
branch of the office of the collector 
outwards, called the cocket office ; 
which is executed by the two de- 
puties, the affittant deputy, the re- 
ceiver, and eizht cocket writers (of 
whom the afliftant deputy and re- 
ceiver are two), and an extra clerk. 
Ie includes likewife the collector of 
the great culloms on wool and 

leather, 
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leather, and his deputy ; the con- 
troller, and his deputy ; the copy- 
ing clerk; the clerk of the certi- 
cates, and his three cleiksg the 
uiher, bis deputy, aod clerk; and 
two watchmen. 

* In the department of the col- 
lector outwards, he alone receives a 
falary from the crown. To tome 
ot his oricers he pays falaries: all 
of them, with the coilector himielf, 
have fees. Mott of the remaining 
officers in this divifion have falarics, 
either from the crown or thew priv- 
cipals; and, except the copying 
clerk, who has two falaries only, 
tucy all receive fees; fome of them 
in the eftablifhed table, others cuf- 
tomary ; and to fome of them gras 
tuities are given: they are all dtated 
in the fchedule. 

“« The expence to the public, for 
this divifion, is 484/. 35. 4.4.; tothe 
fubjeét, 8,321/. Lise 7d. the taxes 
are 2644. 35. td. 

* The addtional checks upon 
the imports are—five jerquers, with 
their feven clerks—the regilter of 
the cerul#ate cockets, and three 
clerks. We examined Mr. James 
Burne, the fouthera plantaion jer- 
quer; Mr. William Buddle, his 
firtt clerk; Mr. John ‘Tombs, the 
wine jerquer; and Mr. Ambrofe 
Edwards, the femor clerk to the 
regiller of certificate cockcts. 

** All thele officers-have falaries 
paid by the crown, except the clerks 
tu the regifter of certificates, who 
are paid by him. The tees are cuf- 
tomary, and tor the moft parc upon 
inttruments entered in the office, 
Gretuines are pad wpen poriage 
bills. Allare in the fchedule; ex- 
cept am annual fetiled payment of 
one guiné® by each landing and de- 
pyty King’s weiter cto the firit clerk 
of each jerquer, for fome bufinefs 
formerly doue by the landing and 
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king's waiter, and now by the fit 
clerk. 

* The falarics amounted to 9802. 
the fees to 841d. 19s. 1d. and the 
taxes, C0 140/. Os. 4d. 

** An arucle of commerce, liable 
to acultom duty upon importation, 
muil, to fecure the payment of the 
duty be watched from the time the 
thip caters the port, until the duty 
is paid ; and being torfeited by evad- 
ing the duty, it may be purlued and 
feazed. An article liable to a duty 
upon exportation, mult, to prevent 
us being changed or altered, be 
guarded from the ume the duty s 
paid, until the flip has quitted the 
port: aed an arucie entitled to a 
drawback or bounty upon exporta- 
twa, mult, to prevent the re-land- 
ing it, be guarded from the time the 
merchant delivers it to the officer, 
until the flip hus quitted the port. 

“* Hence arifes the neceflity for 
ditte:ent claffes of officers, to attend 
upon and examine thefe articles, ar 
different flages, in their paflage be- 
tween the fhip and the merchants 
aad to purfue them if they efcape 
the duty. 

‘** There are alfo three {pecies of 
commerce, coals, Eait India goods, 
and tobacco, each of which is ex- 
tenfive enough to require and em- 
ploy diftinct fets of officers in the 
munagement of thofe particular 
braaches only. Upon thefe cir- 
cuntlances the diflinétions of the 
tutlowing clafles are grounded. 

** 4th. The fourth clafs are, the 
officers at the waterlide, for the to- 
reiyn bufinefs inwards. It confitts 
of nine landing furveyors, with two 
affiitants, a clerk, and a meflenger ; 
thirty-eight landing waiters ; chree 
gaugers; mineteen patent king’s 
Waiters, with as many deputies; 
three appointers of the weighing 
porters, who are alfo weighers in 
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fee; twenty-two other weighers in 
fee; three weichers of iron ; ninety- 
cight, out of two hundred: and 
three, preferable’ weighers'; two 
hundred and twelve extra weighers ; 
eighreen noon tenders; eiyhry-foer 
ettablithed and’ preferable ‘warch- 
men; and an indefinite namber of 
extra watchmen. 

** En this clafs we examined Mr. 
Edmund Horrex, the fenior lendiive 
furveyor; Mr. Samuel Norman, 
the affiftant furveyor ter the exa- 
mination of baggage; Mr. James 
Dunphey, one of the landing wait- 
ers; Mr. William Parke, one of 
the king’s gaugers; Mr. William 
Sims, the clerk of the rates; Mr. 
Samuel Heckford, the fenior deputy 
king’s waiter; Mr. Cornelius Floyd, 
one of the appointers ; ‘Mr. Stephen 
Thornton, one of the weighers in 
tee ; and Mr. Charles Lucas, one 
of the preferable weighers. 

*¢ ‘The landing furveyors have all 
the fame falary from the crown. 
Thirty-five pounds is allowed them 
for every fale of condemned goods 
at the cuftomhoufe. Their fees 
arife only from the bufinefs they 
tranfact out of offive hours, and at 
the fufferance quays ; and are al- 
towed them as a compenfation for 
fich extraotdinary fervice, under 
the a® of king William. Both the 
allowantes for the fales, and the 
fers, are divided equally among the 

nine officers. The firft fix received 
rifo a prefent of fpices from the 

Katt India company, valued at five 

pounds four fhillings : bot the com- 
pany having fome time ago refolved 
to difcontinue this prefenr to all fu. 
ture offers, the three lift, having 
been appointed fince that refolution, 
did noe recetve the prefent; which 
@.caffore the difference in the a- 
mount of thet fees. 

“© The landing waiters and de- 
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puty king’s waiters are all employed 

indife intimately in the lame branch 

of butinefs ; the fuperintending the 

lniding of all tortion goods in port. 

ed. The falaties of the landing 

wartcrs: are eqwal, excent that the 

fix laf, culled the additional lund. 

ny waiters, have a Tefs falary than 

the others. The fees are cuftomary 
payments by the merchants, upon 
every {pecies of merchandize, ac- 
cordiny to a certain rate agrecd upon 
by them. The amount of them to 
each depends upon the number and 
value of the fhips to which he is 
appointed : but as thefe officers are 
not appointed to fhips by rotation, 
but at the elcétion of the commif- 
fioner whofe turn it is to appoint 
during the weck, under certain re- 
gulatrons, there arifes from thence 
a great difference in the amount of 
the profits of thefe officers, and of 
the deputy king’s waiters in the 
fame vear. 

“The three gaugers have each 
the fame falary. For bufineis on 
the lawful quays he has no fees, bur 
gratuities from the merchants : for 
bufinefs on the fufferance quays, he 
has fees grounded upon ufage. 

“ The patent king s waiters are 
paid each the fame falary upon the 
eflablifhment. Their fees are onlv 
thofe inferted in the legal table : 
they are received by the clerk ot 
the rates, and divided equally -- 
mone them. The deputies have 
no falaries : the profits of their otf- 
fices artfe from fees aud gratuities 
fimilar to thofe of the landing wait- 
ers, their bufinefs being exactly the 
fame. 

“The appointers, and weighers 
in fee, have each the fame falary 
upon the eiftablifhment. The tees 
and gratuities received by the for- 
mer are equally divided between 
them: thofe to the weighers in fee 

depend 
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depend entirely upon the courtefy 
of the merchant. 

«« The preterable weighers have 
each an incidental falary, and pay 
by the day. Some merchants give 
him a gratuity, others nothing: 
he claims no tee. The payments 
aod gifts ufually made by the mer- 
chants to the officers in this clais 
are all inferted in the Appendix. 
The amount~of their falaries is 
19,2811. 4s. 8d. of their other e- 
moluiments, 16,9712. 6s. 64.1; and 
of their taxes, 1,481/, 125. 74. 

“* oth. The fitth clafs, are the offi- 
cers at the waterfide, for the foreign 
bufinefs outwards. The principal 
office in this clafs is that of the 
fearchers, which confifts of two 
branches ; one, the patent fearch- 
ers, the other, the controlling 
fearchers. 

“© The officers of the firft branch 
are—the chief patent fearcher, his 
deputy ; five under patent fearchers, 
their ten deputies, two to each; fix 
clerks ; and an office-keeper. 

“©The officers of the fecond 
branch are—ten controlling fearch- 
ers, and aclerk ; and the furveyor 
of the fearchers, and two other 
clerks. 

‘¢ The other officers in this clafs 
are—the debenture clerk, and two 
affitants ; tour officers for cutting 
off ftamps from certain goods for 
exportation ; a packer; fix coopers 
and weighers; and four conftables. 

*“* There is alfo included in this 
clafs a fearcher’s office at Gravefend; 
confifting of two patent fearchers, 
with each a deputy, and one con- 
trolling fearcher. 

“ Of thefe officers we examined 
Mr. George By, deputy chief 
fearcher ; Mr. Richard Devins, one 
of the under patent fearchers ; Mr. 
Edmund Robbins, one of the addi- 
tional deputies to the under pa- 


tent fearchers; Mr, Robert Wef- 
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ton, one of the controlling fearch- 
ers; Mr. John Delane, the furvevor 
of the fearchers; Mr. John Han- 
kins, chief clerk to the patent fearch- 
ers; Mr. Richard Price Jones, the 
debenture clerk ; Mr. Edward Mat- 
thews, one of the officers for cut- 
ting off the ftamps; Mr. Nathaniel 
Bifhop, one of the codpers and 
weighers in the fearcher’s office ; 
and Mr. Henry Thames Rogers, 
one of the deputy patent fearchers 
at Gravefend. 

*¢ All the officers in this clafs are 
paid falaries by the crown, except 
the deputy to the chief patent 
fearcher, the deputies and clerks to 
the patent fearchers, the debenture 
clerks, the private clerk to the con- 
trolling fearchers, and the office- 
keeper; whofe falaries are paid 
chiefly by their principals. All of 
them, except the furveyor of the 
fearchers, the commiffioners clerk, 
the chief packer, and the conftables, 
receive fees. Thofe of the patent 
officers are in the ancient table: 
thofe of the other officers are either 
cuftomary, or gratuitous, or for ex- 
tra fervice ; they are all in the fehe- 
dule annexed. 

*“* By a minute of the board of 
cuflgms, dated the 24th of April 
1695, made under the authority 
given to them by the aét of king 
William, the fearchers are allowed 
to receive fuch moderate recom- 
pence for their extraordinary fervice 
and attendance, as the meichants 
will willingly give. 

“ The patent fearchers, the de- 
puties, and the controlling fearch- 
ers, divide in equal hares the fees 
and gratuities they collect in their 
feveral departments. The charge 
of this clafs to the public is 
3,875/. 175. 6d. to the merchants, 
13,880/. 15. 4d. and the amount of 
the taxes, 747/. 135. 2d. 

6, The fixth clafs, contains the 

ofhicers 
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officers in the king’s warechoufe. 
Tiete arc -a furveyor, two aillitt- 
an:, and aclerk; tour warehoule- 
keepers, one tos the crown, witha 
depury ; another tor the co.lector 
inwards. with twoclerks; the third 
tor cambricks and other good, with 
a controber; and the fourth tor 
the king’s victualling flores ; two 
apprailers, with eheir two deputies, 
and a controller; an examiner of 
forcign books ; a ftunper of Italian 
wrought tiiks; a cooper; eighteen 
weighers; and five lockers. 

“We examined Mr. jufeph He- 
therington, the iurveyor; Mr. Ko 
bert Trott, do puty warchoufekceper 
for th. crown; Mr. Lhomas Caaun- 
trell, wareloufekeeper tor the col- 
lector inwaids; Mi. Richard Snow, 
one of the deputy appreiiers; and 
Mr. Rob rt Tayler, the warchouie- 
keeper tor victusiling ftores. 

* Thefe officers are fupported by 
falarics, paid, tor.the moit part, out 
of public mon.y, by a poundage 
upon the produce of the enumerate 
ed goods, and by cuitumury tees and 
gratuities, as inferted im the fche- 
dule. The amount of the faluries 
and poundage Was 3,648/. 85. 2d. of 
the cael gratuities t,318/. 955. Gd, 
and of the caxes, 1552. 185. 52.3. 

7th. ‘The officers emploved in the 
coal bufinels, which are the feventh 
clats, are—the collecter, aud two 
clerks; the controller and one 
clerk; and the examiner. 

«© We examined Robert Wefton 
and Hugh Bifshopp, efquives, the 

collector and controller. ‘the three 
principal officers are paid by fala- 
rics; and the two firit of them, 
with their clerks, have fees Risnarihe 
grounded upon ulage. Tire amount 
of the firit was 5 sol. of the fecond, 
4601. 16s. Od. od of the taxes, 
Oy. TOS. 
The coatt bufinefs is the duty 
of the eighth clafs ; vt which we 
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examined four officers; Mr. Geor ze 
Welitead, the deputy under the col- 
lector suntanles Mr. John Cromp- 
ton, his firft clerk; Mr. Joha Gar. 
brand Haffaid, the deputy controle 
ler; and Mr. Edward W hitchoufz, 
the furveyor of the coaltwaiters. 

*¢ The ofhcers that compofe this 
clafs are—the collector, his deputy, 
and three clerks; the controller, 
and his deputy ; ; a clerk of the coait 
buiinefs ; the furveyor; and cigh- 
teen coaflwaiters. Except the clerks 
under the cullector, aud the deputy 
control: cr, who have falarics trom 
their pilocipals, ail the reft are pid 
falanies by the public; but every 
offiser receives Cuilomary fees, and 
gratuities for extra iervice, accord. 
iwg to the feheduie annexed. The 
ex pence of this clats to the crown was 
g5 di. to the fubject, 2,487/. 85. 2d. 
and they paid for takes 3 d. 45s 

** oth. The ninth clafs ot otheers, 
are thofe employed ia the Fatt Iudia 
warehoutes. ‘They areca lurveyors 
an indpector of the desivery of all 
unrated Fait India goods, with cach 
an aflittant and clerk; two ware- 
sf came ly ; two controllers, and 

a jerquer for prohibiteft Eaft India 
goods; twelve other warehoufe- 
keepers; four controllers; three 
exauiiners ; and fiity-fix lockers. 

* Of thefe we examined Mr, 
Wiliam Richmond, furveyor of 
thefe warchoules; Mr. ‘Thomas 
Collingwood, his affitanc; Mr. 
David Maclean, ailitant to the in- 
fpector; Mr. James Seddon, one of 
the warcloufexcepers tor prohibited 
Fatt India gouds ; and Mr. Francis 
Coke their controiler,. 

*¢ Salaries are paid out of the re- 
venue to all thefe officers, except to 
the clerk to the furveyor, and the 
aflitanr and clerk to the infpector, 
and thefe have no other emolument 
than falsrics from their priacipals, 
Mott of the othess have cuftomary 

fees ; > 
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fees, and gratuities. The falaries 
gnounted to 4,29 /. 185. Od, the fees 
and gra ulsies to 2,362/. gs. 4d. and 
the taxes, to 185/. 85. 10d. 

«10th. The officers employed 
in the tobacco bufinets is a cittinct 
clafs) They are—the regiiter ge- 
neral, and five clerks; two clerks 
under the collector inwards, and two 
onder the controller ; an examiner; 
and fixteen other officers and attend- 
aunts, 

«* We examined Mr. Henry Hal- 
comb, the regifter general, and Mr. 
Charles Thredder, one of the clerks 
for the inland tobacco branch under 
the collector inwards. 

« Every one ot thele officers has 
a falary from the public. The 
clerks to the colleétor and control- 
ler, and the lockers, with their fue 
perintendant, have fees and gratui- 
ties alfo, as nthe fchedule. ‘Their 
falares amounted to 1,852/. their 
fees and gratuities, to 209/. 19s. and 
their taxes, to 194/, 1456 4d. 

‘¢rath. Mr. John Sherlock, the fur- 
veyor of the land carriage officers, 
gave us information relative to the 
land guard; which confifts of him- 
felf, feventeen land carriage officers, 
and three riding officers. The only 
payments to all ghefe officers are {ae 
laries out of the revenue; the a- 
mount of them was 810/. and of 

their taxes, 2/. 105. 

“‘ 12th. The water guard, being 
the twelfth clafs, is compofed of a 
furveyor for building floops and 
boats, and two clerks; a furveyor 
for the act of navigation, and one 
clerk ; four infpectors of the river ; 
eight eftablihed ride furveyors; 
bine tidewaiters aling as furveyors ; 
fix local furveyors; two regifters, 
and aclerk ; feventy-two eflablifhed 
udewaiters on the fuperior lift, one 
hundred and twenty on the inferior 
liltythree hundred and fifty-fix prefer- 
able ; fifty-fix efablithed warermen, 
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ninety-feven preferable ; and an in- 
definue number of extia both tide- 
wairers and watermen. 

** Of the officers in this clafs, we 
examined Mr, Samuel Brown, the 
furveyor for building floops; Mr. 
John Jarratt, the furvevor for the 
aét of navigation; Mr, Robert 
Weiket, one of the river infpectors ; 
Mr. Matthew Popplewell, the fenior 
tide furveyor; Mr. Richard Burr, 
one of the tidewaiters acting »s fur- 
veyor; and Mr. Benj«mia Orhie, 
one of the eftabliflied tidewaiters in 
in the fuperior litt. 

«+ All the officers and affifants ia 
this clafs (except three of the cles ks, 
whofe falaries are paid by their prin- 
cipals) receive falaries or pay from 
the crown, and many of them fees 
and gratuities. The falories and 
py amounted to 35,911/. qs. their 
tees and gratuities, to1, 3214, 145 9d. 
and the taxes, to 157/. 165. ad. 

“© 13th. The latt clafs in this lit 
cont.iae the fiicers for the four and 
half per cent. duty. We examined 
one of them, Mr. William Lawlefs, 
clerk to the hufoand. This duty, 
though colleéted in the office of the 
cuftoms, dots not belong to the pub- 
lic, nor are the charges of condu&- 
ing it, paid ovt of « public fund; 
except in two inftances ; the ware- 
houfekeeper has a falary of 36/. 45. 
and the lockers, 72/. 8s. paid to 
them out of the revenue of the cuf- 
toms. 

ss We have given the ftate of 
this department, as returned to us 
by the board of cuftoms, and have 
added 108/. 125, to the charges up- 
on the revenue, and 18s, 8d. to the 
amount of the taxes. 

** It appears from this inquiry, 
that in the year 1784, one tho .fand 
fix hundred and fix cfficers, cierks, 
and affiftants, with an indefinite 
number of inferior at:endan’s, were 
employed in the management of the 

reve. 
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revenue of the cuftoms, at the ex- 
pence to the public, in falaries and 
allowances, of 110,763/. gs. 34.2 ; 
and ro the fubject, in fees and gra- 
tuitics, of 64,0792. Ss. 5d. : that the 
payment back tothe public, in taxes, 
was 09,8741. 435. 1¢d. which, being 
deducted from the amount of the 
falaries and allowances, leaves .a 
real charge upon the public of 
of 100,888/, 155. 5d. 2: this being 
added to the amount of the fees and 
gratuities, gives 164,968. 35. 6d t, 
the total expence incurred by the 
public and fubjects on account of 
the officers of this revenue, in the 
office of the cuftoms and port of 
London. 

* One of the obje&s propofed by 
the aét that directs our conduct, is, 
‘that a lefs expenfive method of 
** collecting the duties and taxes 
* may trom henceforth be eftablith- 
‘sed; and, to that end, we are 
** enjoined to report what defects 
6we have obferved, during the 
“‘courfe of our examinations and 
*¢ proceedings, in the prefent mode 
*€ of colleéting the public monies ; 
*¢ and to report fuch regulations as, 
*¢ in our judgment, fhall appear fit 
** and expedient to be ettablifhed, 
* in order that the duties raifed for 
“(the public fervice may hereafter 
*¢ be received in the manner the 
* moft advantageous to the pub- 
s¢ Jic.”” 

‘© Iu an office that embraces fo 
many objects: that employs fuch a 
number of officers, in diftricts fo 
many and fo remote from each 
other; that has undergone no revi- 
fion, that we can difcover, fince its 
inititution; it may reafonably be 
expected that fuch an office will af- 
ford moch matter for regulation. 

** What has occurred to us in the 
courfe of this inquiry is grounded 
upon principles few and fimple, and 
has for its object, that which the 
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a& points ovt to us, frugality in the 
collection and sanagement of the 
revenue: an object it is the part of 
wifdom at all times to attend to; 
but, in the prefent condition of the 
finances of this country, it is fo in- 
timately connected with the jutftice, 
honour, and well-being of the ftate, 
that to neglect it is to draw into pe- 
nil the public character and fafety, 

** The regulations in the ma- 
nagement of the revenue of the 
cuitoms, which it is our duty to 
fuggeit to the wifdom of the legif. 
lature, reft upon thefe principles: 
—tirft, no office fhould be holden 
but by legal tenure ;—fecondly, 
every office fhould have an ufeful 
duty annexed to it ;—thirdly, every 
officer fhould execute, himfelf, the 
duty of his office ;—fourthly, offices 
where the duty is of the fame kind, 
fhould be confolidated. 

*¢ Some of the offices of the cuf- 
toms have been the fubject of many 
a¢ts of parliament. 

** By the act of the 14th of Rich- 
ard Il. chap. to. for the relief of 
the common profit of the realm, ie 
is Ofdained, ** that no cuftomer, 
* controller, fearcher, weigher, or 
“finder, have any fuch office for 
‘€ term of life or of years, but only 
** fo long as fhall pleafe the king, 
** notwithftanding any patent or 
** grant made to any to the con- 
“trary.”"—The i7th of the fame 
king, chap. 5. ordains, “ that (a- 
** mong other officers) no fearcher, 
** collector, or controller of the 
* cuftoms, fhall have eftate in his 
*¢ office for term of life or years ; 
‘¢ and if any letters patents be made 
‘to the contrary, they fhall be 
*€ clearly annulled and void.”— 
The ft of Henry TV. chap. 13. 
enjoins, ** that th’s latt ftature be 
* firmly holden and kept, and put 
‘6 in due execution ;” with this addi- 
tion, * that cuftomers and con'rol- 

** lers, 
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é& Jers, in every port of England, 
«+ (hall be refident vpon their offices 
sin their proper perfons, withotit 
« makihg any deputy.””"—The jth of 
Henry 1V. chap. 20, confirms the 
lift ftarute, atid dire Ss that the'cuf- 
romers and cotitrollers fhall be fwern 
to obferve thé fame.—The 13th of 
Henry the 1V. chap. ¢. Confirms 
both the preceeding’ acts, and adds, 
«that all ewktomers; controllers, 
« equcers of wine, and fearchers, 
« fhall be continually refidene and 
& abiding npon'their offices; fo that 
«sn» fuch officer be abfent from his 
¢* Office by 'thréé weeks’ at the moft, 
« upon pain to lofe his office, un- 
“lefs he be im the king’s fervice 
« of record. “By the'gitt of Heti- 
ry VI. chip. §. it Wemacted, + that 
all ktrers patent madé of the of- 
“ fices of feareher, collector of euf- 
‘toms, ‘or’ Controller, again the 
efiett of the preceding ftitutes, 
© fhall be wed.” ° at 

« By the le rératned to us from 
the office of the cuftoms, and from 
the rreafurv, it appetirs, thc tthe 
port df London the’ offices uf collec. 
tor inWards, eolledtor outwards, ¢o: 
trollet inWart aid ourwards, eon- 
troller of ‘cloth’ atid ‘petty cultoms 
inwards ahd otttwards,* and control- 
ler genetal, are’ héldeti by’ lerters 
patent fot‘rerm of life or lives, ex- 
prefsly cohtrary to the aéts above 
mentioned : and, from the evidence 
before us, it appears, that tiie fame 
offices ao. der of the controller 
general), together ‘With the officés 
of controller ‘of ‘great caftofiis’ on 
wool and © leather; «chief ‘patent 
fearcher,’*four of the under patent 
fearchers, and the two parerit earch - 
ers’ at’ Gravefend, art finccatés’; 
and that thefe officers have not been 
rclidént tipon’ their offices, purfuare 
to the injuhcions of the fame fta- 
tutes. How far theft letters patent 


for life are tiy fume of thefe Mtaturds - 
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liable to be vacated for defect of 
power to grant, or how far the 
finecuré Offices are By others of them 
tiable to forfeiture for non-refide nce, 
we aré hot competent to decide ¢ 
but, ‘Whatever may be the opera- 
tion ‘of the {tarutes, there are cit- 
cunr@ances withity our cognizance, 
attending thele and many other of 
the ‘offices of the cuftoms, on which 
‘we are warranted to ground an opi- 
nivn, that they ought many of them 
to be fupprefied, and others to ua- 
dergo material alterations. 

* The offices we allude to are 
either entire departments, including 
principals, deputies, and clerks; 
or the office of the principal only. 
They may be diftinguifhed under 
three clafles :—firlt, where the bu fi- 
nefs tranfacted in the office is ‘hfe. 
lefs ;—fecond, where the bufinefs is 
ufeful, but the officer becomes uft- 
lefs by converting his office into a 
finecure ;—third, where the bufi- 
nefs is ufefal, and executed by the 
officer, but properly belongs to, and 
fiotld be united with, the duty of 
foine other office. 

6 In the firft clafs, the whole of- 
fice fhould be abolifhed, as a ufclefs 
expence to the public, ' Inthe fe- 
cond clafs, the office maft remain, 
‘and the finecure onty be fuppreffed, 
by vacating the appointment of the 
officer, he having rendered hitfelf 
a ufelefs: member of that depart- 
tent. In the third clafs, the of- 
fices fhould be confotidated, or one 
of them fuppreffed’'as being fuper- 
fluous, and theduty transferred to, 
or incorporatéd with,’ the duty of 
the other, 

‘* In our examination of the of- 
‘fiees, with a view to thefe regula- 
tions, we have purfued the order in 
which they are arranged in the ac- 
count tranfmirted to us from rhe of- 
fice ‘of the caftoms. 

‘s The offices of the firft claf:, 


where 
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where the dutv annexed to them is 
ufclefs, are—the infpeétor of pro- 
fecutions—the regitler of feizures— 
the infpector and examiner of ex- 
chequer books in the out ports 
the furvevor general—the furveyor 
ot fubfidies and petty cuiloms in 
the port of London - and, the re- 
gifter of warrants, 

‘6 We received information rela- 
tive to fome of thele offices, in ad- 
dition to their fornx r exwminations, 
from Mr. John Battin, the firt 
clerk in the office of the accountant 
of petty receipts; Mr. James Ste- 
venfon, firil clerk im the inward de- 
partincnt of the furveyor of the 
calioms ; and Mr. Peregrine Sims, 
the deputy furveyor general in- 
wards. 

« The office of infpector of pro- 
fecutions was inftiwted in the year 
1086, ter the purpofe * of taking 
* care that informations cuncerning 
** uncuftomed and prohibited goods 
* might be effe‘tually profecuted, 
“Cand thot the fines and revenues 
* be duly brought to the king’s ac- 
“count.” At that time common 
informers might infticute and carry 
on profecutions for breaches of the 
Jaws .of, the cuiloms, wivhout the 
intervention or knowledge of the 
board of cuttoms, and therefore 
fuch an officer might then be of 
fome ule; but fince the act ot the 
12th of George I. chap. 28. con- 
fined this power to his majeity’s at- 
torney geneal. and the officers of 
this revenue, the board of cufioms 
are privy to all legal proceedings on 
theie flatutes.. Anj;account ot the 
fhares of the crown, arifing from 
feizures in the hands of the receiv- 
ers for London and the out ports, is 
laid regularly betore the board ; they 
order the paymenss into the exche- 
quer, and the tallies are produced 
to the accountant of petty receipts. 
The fums due to the crown, reco- 
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vered by the folicitors, are paid by 
them into the exchequcr, either by 
orver of the board, or of courfe, 
their accounts are laid betore the 
board, and they produce the tallies 
to the auditor of their accounts, 
The infpector of profecutions re- 
ceives vo jnformation relative to 
thefe flares but from fome office in 
the cuttoms. He is indebted for ail 
his entries to the regifter of fcizures, 
the books of the folicitors, the cer. 
tificare jof the accounranc of petty ~ 
rece pis, or the minutes ot: the 
rent 

« Since then the board of cuf- 
toms etuher bare, or may have, full 
knowledge, in every cafe, both of 
the thares.ef the crown, andof the 
fums paid under that denomination 
into «the exchequer, any further 
check upon thefe payments feems 
to he utterly unnecetlary,;,and beavy 
hag, been, and fill is, the expence 
to the public for this ufelefs office. 
By a warrant of the ‘treafury, dated 
the 4th of Auguit 1687, it appears 
that this was-not intended at firtt to 


-be an eitablithed office... The com- 


; niation allowed the officer was a 
poundave of wwely¢e pence upon the 


dum paid into the exchequer. This 


poundage has fwelled to a very con- 
liderable magynituds; the average 
annual amount for ten, years, end- 
ing with the, year 1734, , appears, 
from ap account of the. net fums 
received annually,-by. the infpector 
of profecutions, to, have bees 
3,676l..135 3¢-¢- The thares of 
the crown being diverted, by an act 
of that year, from the exchequer 
to the payment of the charges of 
management in the office of the cuf- 
toms, and the profits of this office 
being confequeotly diminithed, this 
officer obtained, by his memorial to 
the treafury.laft year, a,warrant for 
the payment of fuch an addition to 


the produce of the poundage, as 
would 
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would make up the grofs profie of 
his office 2000/. a year, for him- 
feif, deputy, and clerks, until fuch 
time as the merits of his cate thould 
he fully fubmitred to the confidera- 
tion of parliament. 

« The regifler of feizures regif- 
ters the indenture of appruilement ; 
and, having compared this entry 
with the writ of delivery, he an- 
nexes to the writ a certificate that 
the goods inferted therein agree with 
thoie in the indenture. A copy of 
this regilter is fent every year to the 
board of treafury, and abftraéts to 
the barons of his majefty’s exche- 
quer. As the indenture of appraife- 
ment is made out by the warehoufe- 
keeper, and the writ of delivery, 
which porfues the indenture, and 
iffues out Of the court of exchequer 
after condemnation of the goods, 
is executed by the fame officer, 
jointly with other officers, there 
does not feem to be any neceffit 
for the intervention of a third of- 
ficer, to fee that thofe two inftru- 
ments agree; and whatever infor- 
mation may be requifire, for the 
board of treafury or the barons of 
the exchequer, may be eafily pro- 
cured from the office of the ,ware- 
houfekeeper, 

** The office of infpector and ex- 
aminer of the exchequer books in 
the out ports, is merely nominal ;: 
it has neither deputy nor clerk: no 
duty is annexed to it: no bufinefs 
whatever tranfacted in it. It is a 
finecure of neceffity; but the of- 
ficer has a falary of 300/. a year. 

“‘ A controul upon every officer 
who receives and pays, is an effen- 
tial part of the conftitution of .an 
office of revenue ; but this has its 
bounds; the checks upon the fame 
fubje& may be too numerous : the 
fecurity is weakened where the num- 
ber appointed to the fame duty is fo 
sees, oan each being tempted to 
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rely upon the diligence of the reft, 
neglects his own duty, of botrowg 
from the induitry of his coad- 
jutors. 

** The duties inwards are come 
puted, and thé accounts of them 
kept, by fix aitftrent officers. Fout 
of themy the controller, furveyor 
general, furveyor, and examiner, are 
checks upon the collector : the clerk 
of the rates is his affiffant. ‘Three 
of them, the controller, *furvevor 
general, and furveyor, are alfo 
checks upon, and keep the fame ac- 
counts of the duties outwards, with 
the collector outwards, 

‘© The import into thé port of 
London is the molt proJuctive 
fource of the revenue of the cuf- 
toms: the objects are numerous ; 
the computation is difficult; and 
the bufinefs continual: fo that the 
controller, who is the proper check 
upon the collefor, is alone not fuf- 
ficient; but, with the affiftance of 
the two efficient officers, the clerk 
of the rates and the examiner, the 
colle€tor may reft fecure in the ace 
curacy of his compttation and re- 
ceipty if he finds, upon comparing 
them, the accounts of thofe three 
officers agree with his qwn. 

“ The duties outwards are fo in- 
confiderable, that a fingle check 
upon the collection, that of the 
controller only, feems fully fuf- 
ficient : fhould another be thoughe 
requifite, the eopying clerk, whe 
attends the checks to compare the 
defeription of the goods upon his 
bill with the like defcription upon 
the warrant, may be directed to 
compute and fum up the duries like- 
wife. Should this, though reduced 
in number, be deemed a fufficient 
guard upon the collection of thefe 
two branches of the revenue, the 
offices of furveyor general, and fur- 
veyor (the principal of which are 
finecures), with their deputies and 
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. 
clerks; gill become ufelefs, and may 
be fupprefled ; no other bufinefs be- 
ing tranfacted in either of thefe of- 
fices than what ts tranfacted in the 
offices of the remaining checks: 
and, fhould the legiflature judge it 
confiftent with their wifdom to adopt 
that meafure, fo intportant in its 
confequences, the covfoldation of 
the cultom duties, the reafon for re- 
ducing the number of checks will 
become flill {tronger, as the difficul- 
ties of the compuiation will be re- 
moved, the number of entries upon 
every bill, and in every book, re- 
duced, and the labour of every of- 
ficer greatly diminifhed. 

« The regifler of warrants enters 
in a bock copies ot ail the evtries 
inwards io the port of London, and 
fends it to the exchequer. The 
collector inwards, and all che other 
patent officers concerned in that 
collection, are equally obliged to 
fend to the exchequer their port 
books, which conta'n the very fame 
entries. Ii there is any neceffity, 
therefore, for this fervice, it is fuf- 
liciently performed without the af- 
fiftance of the reégifter of war- 
rants. 

“© To five of thefe offices fome 
duty appears to be annexed ; but it 
is aduty, from the periormance of 
which the public reccivé no benefit. 
The revenve will be conducted with 
equal accuracy and fecurity if they 
do not exiil; and, on the contrary 
by the fuppreffion of them, and of 
that of the iofpector and examiner 
of the exchequer books in the out 
ports, to which no duty is annexed, 
the expence of fupporting fix fine- 
cure offices, five of them held by 
patent, and one by conftitution, 
will be faved to the public; and to 
the merchant, the fees he now pays 
to the deputies and clerks of fome 
of them. 

«¢ Phe tranfmiffion of port books 
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to the exchequer being mentioned 
in feveral of the examinations, as 
the duty of many officers of the 
cufloms, both in London and the 
out ports, we were led to inquire 
into the origin, ground, and prac- 
tice of this dury. 

“* By the rules and orders iffued ° 
under the great feal, ia the 7th year 
of the reign of queen Elizabeth, 
the court of exchequer is direGed™ 
to fend, every Hilary and Trinity 
term, to the patent officers therein 
named, in the port of London and 
the out ports, parchment books un- 
der the exchequer feal, into which 
were to be entered all goods and 
merchandife imported, exported, 
and carried coaftwife. Thefe books 
are to be returned, in Michaelmas 
and Eafter terms every year, into 
the exchequer, under the fignature 
and opon the oath of the officer ; 
and the ground of this order is ex-_ 
preffed to be, ** that the truth of al 
“entries might appear, and rema p 
of record.” 

‘*Mr. Edward Taylor, one of 
the {worn clerks in the office of the 
remembrancer in che court ef ex- 
chequer, and clerk of the coaft 
bonds, informed us, that thefe blank 
books continue to be iffued from 
that office, once in every year to tlic 
officers in the port of London, and 
twice a year to officers at the out 
ports : and, by lifts tranfmitted to 
us from that office, containing the 
officers to whom thefe books were 
fent, and the number fent to each, 
it appeats, thee at Chriltmas 1784, 
forty-four of thefe books, contain- 
ing together nine thoufand two hun- 
dred and twenty-two leaves, were 
fent to the officers in the port of 
London; and two hundred and 
eighty-one, containing four thou- 
fand eight hundred and fixty-four 
leaves, to the officers at the out 
ports; and at Midfummer 178+, 

feventy 














PU BETIC 


feventy moré, containing eight hun- 
dred and fixty-two leaves, to of- 
ficers at the out ports; togetter, 
three hundrédand ninety-five hooks, 
of foarteen thovfand nine hondred 
and torty-eight [¢aves. 

‘© Though the court of exthe- 
quer continue to yield obedience to 
thefé ancient ordérs, as far as re- 
tates fo themfelves, yet the officers 
of the ports 4¢ ndt fulfil cheir part 
of this bervice. The rerurns of thefe 
books in thé coufrt of exchequer are 
very irregalar, DPugring the laft 
twenty-fivé years fome of the ports 
have made no returns at all; none 
of them have made all their returns, 
In fome of the years no return has 
been made from any port: few 
have been the returns in any year: 
and of thofe books which have been 
recurned, no ufe whatever has becn 
nade, that we can difcover. 

** In an account, procured hy us 
from the office of the king’s re- 
membraneer, it appears, that dur- 
ing ten years, ending with the year 
1734, two hundred and iéventy- 
three only of thefe books were re- 
turned into the exchequer; a much 
fnaller number than is fent out 
from thence every year. Of feventy- 
four ports to which books were 
iffued, nine only made any returns ; 
and of thefe nine, feven made bur 
one return ; and in two of the years 
no return was made by ary of them. 

* If thefe porr books are of ufe, 
the orders of queen Eliza eth oaght 
to be enforced, and the offi ers 
compelled to dotheir dury. If they 
are ufelefs (as they feem to bc), a 
ftop fhould be put to this expeniive 
and unprofitable iffwe from the ex- 
chequer. Whatever reafon there 
might be for thefe orders in thé 
year 1565, we are ata lols to dif- 
cover the atiliry of them under the 
prefent fyftem of the cuftoms. The 
entries in them are copies of the bills, 
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warrants, or othér inftruments; afl 
of which are entered’in fimilar books 
at the feveral ports. Many of them 
coniain exactly the fame encries: 
Keir only diference is, they are re- 
turned by different officers. None 
of them contain an article that is noe 
to be found in fome one or more of 
the official book of the cuftoms. 
The account they give of the du- 
ties is trifling: of the fixty-eight 
branches, one only, that of cuftoms) 
is inferted in them. When infor- 
mation is wanred, recourfe is not 
had to the port books in the exche- 
quer, but to the offieial books in thé 
“a offices in the cuftom:, which 
uroiih all that can be required re- 
lative to every branch and article of 
this revenue. 

** By two accounts tranfmited 
to us, one from the office of thé 
king’s remembrancer, the other from 
the exchequer, it appears, that the 
fums allowed to that officer for thefé 
parchment books, in the year 1784, 
were 437/. 85. 10d. ; and 5 yd. 25. 4d 
together, 4914 115. 24.3 and to 
mefiengers in the court of éexche- 
quer, tor the delivery of them to 
the officers at the ports—260/., 
9514. 115. 2d. is too confiderable a 
fum ot public money to be walled 
every year, without any advantage 
whatever to the public arfing from 
it. 
‘6 The offices of the fe¢ond clafs, 
which are conyerted inro finécures, 
are——the fupervifor of the receive? 
general’sfeceipts and payments: the 
regifter general of all trading fhips 
belonying to Great Britain; the ine 
fpeftor yenerst of imports and exe 
ports; the controller inwards and 
outwards; the collector inwards; 
the colleétor outwards ; the ufher in 
the long room; ninegen king's 
waiters; the chief patent fearcher; 
five under patent fearchers ; andtwo 
patent fearchers ar Gravefead; ove 
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ef which offices is granted to two 
perfons jowily. 

“¢ Every one of thefe thirty-four 
offices (except the fupervilor of the 
receiver yenera.’s receipts and pay- 
ments, and the infpe€tor general of 
imports and exports, which are 
holden by conftitution) are granted 
by letters parent ; and there is but 
one of the officers who does any 
duty; that is, one of the under 

atent fearchers; he executes the 
office himfels, but not as patentee ; 
for he holds the patent in truft for 
another; he aéts as deputy, and is 
allowed for the execution the falary 
and profits of a deputy only. 

** In thefe offices the emoluments 
are fepatated from the execution. 
One perfon receives a large portion 
of the profits without doing any 
duty ac all. Another does all the 
duty, with but a fcanty fhare of the 
profits. It is manifeft one officer is 
fully fufficient for the employment ; 
for one only executes it. The ap- 
poiniment, therefore, upon what- 
ever authority it may be yrounded, 
fhould be made void, as being ren- 
dered of no ufe, and the regulated 

rofits annexed to the execution. 

‘¢ The third clafs of offices are 
thofe where the fimilitude of the 
duty requires either their confolida- 
tion, or the fuppreffion of one of 
them, and the transfer of the duty 
so the other. 

* The rules of fimplicity and 
uniformity require, that in every of- 
fice the bufinefs fhould be fo arrang- 
ed, that all the branches of that 
bofinefs, which are of the fame ora 
fimilar kind, fhould, as far as is 
practicable, be tranfacted in one de- 
partment only of rhat office. 

“ Ie may be, and frequently is, 
neceffury that accounts of the diffe- 
rent branches of the fame kind of 
bulinefs fhould be kept diftinét ; and 
this may be ealily effected, without 
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creating confufion, by allotting fuch 
particular branches to diltinét divi- 
tions in the {ame department. 

*¢ Inevery office of revenue there 
flould be but one treafury; in 
which the wh. le produce fhould be 
depofited, and from whence every 
payment to which that revenue is 
fubject fhould iffue. In proportion 
to the multiplicity of treafuries, the 
accounts become complicate, the 
paffage into the exchequer the more 
liable to delay, the danger of lofs 
increafed, and a knowledge ot the 
complete ftare of the revenue the 
more difficulr to be obtained. 

‘* There are in the cuftoms, be- 
fides the principal treafury, which 
is the office of the receiver general, 
feveral inferior treafuries, all inde- 
pendent of each other. Thrice of 
the folicitors, and the two receivers 
of fines and forfeitures for London 
and the out ports, recetve fums a- 
rifing from the penalties, fines, for- 
feitures, and the produce of fei- 
zures, Out of which they make va- 
riety of payments; and fuch por- 
tions of the fhares of the crown as 
are intended fur the exchequer, they 
pay in, without the intervention of 
the receiver general, either of courfe, 
or purfuant to their inftructions or 
the orders of the board of cuftoms, 

“ We are of opinion, that all 
thefe inferior treafuries fhould be 
abolifhed ; —that the folicitors fhould 
pay all the fums they recover of 
penalties, fines, and forfeitures, and 
the wareboufekeeper in London ail 
fums he receives arifing from the 
produce of fales, with all conveni- 
ent fpeed, into the office of the re- 
ceiver general ; and that all remit- 
tances from the out ports, of fums 
arifing from the fame fources, be 
made to h m ;—that all divifions of 
thefe fums, whether to be paid into 
the exchequer as fhares of the crown, 
or applicable to any other aia? 
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be paid by him in like manner as he 
makes his o her payments, 

“ thus transferring the bufi- 
nefs of thefe inferior treafuries to 
that great and principal department 
of receipt, the office of the receiver 
general, the great branches of re- 
ceipt and payment in this revenve 
will be unitormly tranfacted in one 
department only, and the two of- 
fices of the receivers of fines and 
forfeitures, for London and the out 
ports, will become unneceflary ; the 
controul upon the remittances of the 
fums produced by the fame branches 
of revenue from the our ports, will 
be transferred to the oftice of the 
controller general ; and the office of 
controller of fines and fortcitures 
for the out ports w.ll become ufe- 
lefs: and thefe three offices may be 
fupprefled. he receiver general 
will pafs his accounts of thee 


branches in the fame office in which 
he paffes the reft of his accounts ; 
and, confequently, the principal em- 
ployment of the accountant of petty 


receipts, that of paffing the accounts 
of the two receivers for Londoo and 
the out ports, will be at an end, and 
that office, at the head of which 
prefides an officer with large emolu- 
ment, and with Lie bufinefs, may 
be reduced. 

“ The revenue has been in dan- 
ger of loffes, in two reeent inftances, 
from receivers of fines and forfei- 
tures for the out ports. From the 
ftate of the demands of the public 
upon thofe two officers, procured 
by us from the office of the cuftoms, 
it appears, that a confiderable part 
of the public money remitted to 
them, and converted to their own 
ufe, had not been recovered to the 
ufe of the public. 

“ The quarterly accounts from 
the out ports are of two kinds : firft, 
the quarter books, which contain 
the receipts of the duties and the 
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payments upon debentures, certifi- 
c.tes, and portage bills : fecond, the 
accounts of the payments for fala- 
ries and incidents, 

* The collector and con'‘ro'ler, 
and fometimes the cultomer, each 
fends up tothe board of culioms a 
fimilar quarter book : that of the 
colleét # 1s examined with the vouch- 
ers bv the examiner, is compared 
with that of the contro ler by the 
furveyor of the out port accounts, 
and delivered to the controller genes 
ral. The vouchers are fent to the 
infpector of the out ports collectors 
accounts and vouchers, and, alter 
being entered in the office, are de- 
livered by him to the controller 
general. The other two quarterbooks 
are depofited with the Exogier 

‘© The account of payments of 
filaries and incident’, {worn to by 
the collcctor before the controller, 
and figned by both, is fent with the 
vouchers to the infpector, who, after 
examinstion and entry of the vouch 
ers, delivers them, with the ac- 
counts, to the controller general. 

** Thus there are fix officers, the 
furveyor, infpecétor, and four exa- 
miners, whole bufivefs it is to ex- 
amine accounts which are to be 
{worn to and pafled by another of- 
ficer, the controller general, It 
fhouki feem as if the examination 
of accounts properly belonged to 
the officer who paffes them ; and the 
probability is, that where he fwears 
to the truth of them, his examina- 
tion will be fufficiently accurate, 
efpecially if, neither receiving nor 
paying one article of the account, 

e can have no intereft in any er- 
ror: and, therefore, we are of opi- 
nion, that the offices of furveyor 
and infpector, both finecures, and 
of the four examiners, fhould Le 
fupprefied ;—that the quarter books 
and accounts of payments of the 
colleéters and controllers, fhould be 
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tranfmitted, with the vouchers, to 
the office of the controller general ; 
—and that the comparifon of thefe 
books, and the examination of the 
accounts, be transferred to, and 
tranfacted in, fome branch of that 
department. 

‘It is not our intention to in- 
creafe the bufinefs of any office to 
an unreafonable degree, or to fub- 
ject the officer to a refponfibility in- 
compatible with the nature of his 
office. ‘The bufinefs of the con- 
troller general is at preient very 
laborious and extenfive; and, rely- 
Ing wpon the accuracy of the ex- 
aminer, he is not now anfwerabie 
for the truth of the computation of 
the duties in the quarter books. The 
addition, therefore, here fuggelted, 
may, under the prefent circum- 
ftances, throw too great a load upon 
him; but fuch will be the reliet to 
this office from a confolidation of 
the cuties, thar cheincreafe of bufi- 
nefs by the add tion of thefe new 
branches, will ) robably not exceed 
the diminution arifing trom the con- 
folidation; and if the computation 
of the duties flhould then be too 
laborious, though the examination 
fhould be tranfaéted in a divilion of 
his department, the refponfibiliry 
may {till re{t with the officer who 
difcharges the duty 

*« The officers employed in the 
colleSion of the duties thould not be 
multiphed unneceffuri'y, and every 
duty of the fame kind fhould be col- 
lefed by the fame offer. There 
are three obvious diftin¢tions in the 
duties — the import — the expor:— 
and, the coaflwife duty; and ac- 
cordingly each has a didtinet collec- 
tor. As thefe three divifions com- 
prebens all the duties, they fhould all 

e coilcéted by thefe thice officers, 


each receiving what belongs to his 
divifion: but this rule is not ad- 
hered to. ‘There are three more 
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cuftomers or collectors, feparate and 
independent of the others—the cuf- 
tomer of cloth and petty cuftoms 
outwards —the collector of pett 

cuftoms inwards—and the collector 
of the great cufloms on wool and 
leather exported, or, as he is alfo 
ftyled, the cuftomer of the great 
cuftoms outwards. 

‘¢ The only bufinefs of the cuf. 
tomer of cloth and petty cuitoms 
outwards, is to coliect the duties on 
white woollen cloths exported, which 
amount to a trifle (as appears from 
ay account of the net produce of 
thofe duties for the lat ten yeais), 
and to receive aice trom an alien 
exporter (though the alien duty is 
ubolifhed), to be divided between 
himiclf, the controller, the furveyor 
general, and furveyor. ‘bhe col- 
leétioa of this duty properly be- 
longs, and fhould be transferred, to 
the collector outwards; and this 
office, though inconfiderable, thould 
be dif ontinued, 

‘¢ The office of petty cuftomer 
inwards exilts for the purpofe, not 
of collecting the alien duty inwards, 
as the title inwards, imports (for 
that is done by the collector in- 
wards), but of figning the war- 
rant and bill of fight, where the 
entry is onan alien account, enter- 
ing a copy of the warrant in a book, 
and returning that book to the ex- 
chequer. 

*¢ As the duty is paid to the col- 
leétor inwards, the warrant, and bill 
of fight, undergo all the formali- 
ties, checks, and che fignatures, with 
the like warrants and bills in that 
office ; and the fignature of this of- 
ficer is utterly ufelefs for the alien’s 
fee attending it: and fhould the re- 
turn of the port books into the ex- 
chequer be confidered, cantrary to 
our opinion, to be of ufe, the re- 
turns of all the other patent officers 
inwards, of the fame books, will 

render 
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render the return of this officer 
faperfluous. 

«© The bufinefs of the collector 
of the great cuftoms on wool and 
leather exported, confifts of two ar- 
ticles—the collection of the duty on 
leather exported—and, the carriage 
of wool and leather coaftwife. Both 
thefe belong clearly to the collector 
outwards: the duty on leather, to 
that branch called the cocket office ; 
and the carriage of wool and leather, 
to the other bronch, the coaft office : 
and therefore the management of 
thefe two articles thould form a 
part of the duty of that collector, 
and the office of collector of the great 
cuftoms outwards be abolifhed. 

** In confequence of thefe regu- 
lations in the collection, the con- 
troul upon every article will pafs to 
the office of the controller inwards 
and outwards ; and the offices of the 
three collectors or cuflomers, and 
two controllers, the one of cloth and 
petty cuftoms inwards and outwards, 
the other of the great cuftoms out- 
wards, all holden by letters patent, 
and four of them finecures, with 
four deputies, may be fuppreffed. 

‘* That the public may be en- 
abled to form fome judgment what 
fum will be faved to the revenue by 
the abolition and confolidation of 
thefe offices, we have extracted from 
the account of the officers, an ac- 
count of the fularies and allowances 
paid by the crown, and of the fees 
and gratuities paid by the fubject, 
to every one of thefe officers in the 
year 1784, and of the taxes paid 

ack by them to the revenue: from 
whence it appears, that, in the firft 
clafs, the amount of the expence to 
the crown was 3,624/. 16s. 934.; 
to the fubje&, 3,743/. 185. 0d.; 
and of their taxes, 666/. 65.; in the 
fecond clafs, to the crown, 4,774/. 
6s. 8d.; to the fubject, 13,921/. 
i175. tid.; and of their taxes, 
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t,¢38/, 12s: in the third clafs, to 
the crown, 2,502/. 18:.; to the 
fubject, 852/. 7s. 3d.; and of their 
taxes, 445/. 135. 4¢.: and, confe- 
quently, taking the cliffes together, 
and dedvAing 2,700/.1 15-44. therotal 
of the taxes, from 10,Qo2/s 15. 534 
the rotal of the falaries and allow 
ances, the public contributed 8,201/. 
ros. 13d. ; and the fubject, 18,5187. 
34- 8d. ; together, 26,7: 9/. 135+ O4d- 
in fupporting fixty-one offices, ule- 
lefs both to the public and fubje&. 

We do not mean, that, by the 
abolition and confolidation of thefe 
offices, the whole of the expence 
attending them will be faved to the 
nation. Suchofthemasremain, whe- 
ther as feparate offices, or united to 
others, mult be fupported ; and the 
expence of that fupport will be a 
deduction from the charge above 
flared. What that expence may a- 
mount to cannot be alcertained ; 
but it will occafion no very confi- 
derable deduction, fhould a more 
liberal meafure of payment be a- 
dopted, than that which, from the 
allowances ftated to have been made 
to the deputies and clerks, for the 
execution of the duty, appears to 
have been purfued in thefe finecure 
offices. 

‘It is probable, that, among 
fuch a number as are returned to us 
exifling in the culloms, there are 
many of the inferior offices to which 
thefe regulations may, with equal 
propriety, be. extended, Had we 
defcended to an inquiry minute and 
particular enough to have enabled 
us to form a judgment apon them, 
it would have engaged too much of 
our time: enough has already been 
confumed in the labour of invcili- 
gation, to the extent we have pro- 
ceeded, though confined to the of- 
fice of the culloms, and port of 
London only, 

*¢ Io feme of thefe inferior of- 

(f 4) fices 
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fices the duty does not feem to be of 
conicquence enough to warrant the 
continuance of them. For inflance, 
there are fixteen land carriage of- 
ficers, at a falary of thirty-five 

ounds a yeareach, and a furveyor, 
ata fa.ary of fixty pounds, Their 
bufincis is to uttend at inns in 
London and Wettminfter, in fearch 
vt gou.'s, either probibiced or with- 
Out permit or certificate. They can 
haruly act, with fafety tw them- 
felves, unlefs upon goad informa- 
tion; and upon fuch a ground any 
other officer of the culloms may 
proceed, equally with the lind car- 
riage offer, Theig number is cer- 
tainly greater than is wanted; for 
three of them are otherwife employ- 
ed, and execute no part of this 
duty. The board of cuftoms know 
the bufinefs tranfaéted by thefe, and 
other officers of the like defcription ; 
and are the beft judges whether the 
revenue derives trom their fervices a 
benefit equal to the expence of fup- 
porting them. Where the office is 
n their own eppo ntment, they can 
regulate or fupprefs it: where it is 
in the appointment of the treafury, 
they can reprefent, 

« We have reiled our opinion for 
the fuppreffion of thefe offices in the 
culloms, as well as of thote in other 
depsrtmen's of the revenue which 
have been before under our conhde- 
ration, upon the fim ground of 
their inutiliry, and the u:gent ne- 
eefiity of applying every unneceilary 
and fupe: fluous expence to that moit 
important of national objects, the 
accumu'ation of a tund for the re- 
dution of the public deb:. 

** We are aware of the confe- 
quence fome of thefe offices derive 
from the power by which they are 
granted, and the extent of the inte- 
rei. Atrechold, held under thegrant 
ef the crown, is a folemn right, to 


be treated with refpect, delicacy, 
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and caution ; but if the fubject of 
that grant be a public office, and « 
itipead be annexed to it, payable 
out of the revenue of the public ; 
if rendering a fervice ufeful to the 
ftate, as the confideration for the 
ftipend, be of the effemce of fuch 
an office (a principle we have en- 
deavoured to etlablifh ip our ele- 
venth report, aod from which we 
fee no reafon co depart), where the 
utility of the fervice is ei:her wauc- 
ing at the time of the grant, or in 
procefs of time ceafes to exilt, the 
grant cither had not af firit, or bas 
lott, the quality eflenial co its fup- 
port ; as no power of the grantor, 
no condition of the grantee, or du- 
ration of the intereit, can fupply 
the defe&: it cannot be fupporred 
in the fhape of an office ; for it bas 
not the charaéter that diltinguithes 
an office from an annuity or a pen- 
fion. 

** The wifdum of our anceftors 
declared the freehold to be void in 
its creation; and the office, turned 
into a finecure, to be fortened. ‘The 
prefent age has the flrong ples of 
neceflity and juftice, to den.and, 
that fuch portions of their revenue 
as have been applied to the fupport 
of fuch offices, flould be hereatter 
dedicared to the tervice of the pubic. 

“* We are fenfible that the pcr 
fons in. poffeffion of the offies we 
have reprefented as ufclefs, may be 
entitled from merit, either of their 
own, or derived from their ance!- 
tors, to a recompence from tl¢ 
public, equal both in value and du- 
ration to the full emoluments ot 
their offices. 

** We do not call in queftion the 
amplitude of the reward, nor in- 
peach their title to it: we can judge 
of ncither, But we are of opinion, 
that the mode of reward, by euher 
creating or continuing, for that pur- 
pole, a wlelefs office, is calculated 
. - te 


' 
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to miflead the public ; who con- 
ceive, that by a cuaraual exeruon 
of the labour and abilities of the of- 
ficer in their fervice, they are re- 
ceiving back an equivalent for the 
emoluments they aliow him. Ie 
tends 10 entail a perpetual incum- 
brane upon the revenue; for a 
fabject will be for ever tound to fill 
the office, though no one fhould be 
found to deferve it: and, thowid 
the fuppreilion of thefe offices be 
deemed a meafure expedient to be 
adopted, the fubiitunon of a pay- 
meat or allowance, a5 a Compenia- 
tion for the claum of each merito- 
rious offer, may ealily be pro- 
vided. 

‘+ Jc is no mark of wifdom, even 
in an opuleat nation, to lavith the 
public weafure in expences unpro- 
fixable to the flute: but where the 
jubjeét is grievoutly opprefled by 
the burthen af an enormous debr, 
the reduction of whieh i¢ effential to 
the juttice, the credit, and feeurity 
of the itate, and that reduction can- 
not without difficulty be aecomplifh- 
ed, even by the united exertions of 
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wifdom and economy; in a nation 
under fuch circumftances, a duty 
prefiés, both upon the government 
and fubje¢t, of no common obliga- 
tion. The one is bound, in the 
adminiftration of the revenue, to 
cut off every unneceflary and re- 
dundant expence ; to fupprefs every 
ufelefs and fuperfluous office; to 
correct every abufe in the public 
receipt and expendirure ; and ‘re- 
ligioufly to apply to the fervice of 
the ftate the produce of every branch 
of the revenue. The fubjet® is 
bound, cheerfully and liberally, 
every one in proportion to the ex- 
tent of his abilities, to contribute, 
without evalion, his thare to the 
fupport, defence, and fecurity of 
the fta:e, and to the relief the 
neceffities of his covotry. 

A. Piccorr, (L.S.) 

Ricuarb Neave, (L.S.) 


Sam. Beacucrort, (L.S) 
(L.S.) 
(L.5.) 


Guo. Daummonn, 
Witiiam Rog, 
“ Offce of decounts, 
car 


3erh December, 37%," 
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SUPPLIES 
the Year 1788. . 








granted by Parliament for 


























NAVY. 
Dec. 4, 1787- L- & 
OR 18,000 men, including 3620 marines 936,000 0 o 
Dee. 10. 
Expences of the late armament ——— 1759407 5 11 
Fes. 21, 1788. 
Ordinary of the navy, including half pay 700,000 © © 
Extraordinaries — 600,000 © o 
2,411,407 § .” 
ARMY. 
Dec. to, 1787. 
Expences of the late armament —— 59,878 4 0 
Dec. 11. ‘ 
For 16,982 men, as guards and garrifons = 598,537 2 10 
Forces in the plantations 315,865 19 1 
Difference between the Britifh and Irith eftablifhment 8,758 14 9 
Forces in the Eaft Indies 11,292 13 0 
General and gencral ftaff officers 6,427 0 6 
Full pay to fupernumerary officers —_— 40273 2 2 
For the paymafter-general, &c. —_—- 60,863 6 8 
Marca 11, 1788. 
Four troops of horfe and grenadier guards to June 24, 

1788 — —— 28,490 1 0 
Two regiments of life-guards from June 25, to Dec. 24. 19,294 11 6- 
Compenfation to the reduced rs ot the four 

troops of horfe and grenadier guards — 3,768 12 6 
Return of admiffion money to the privates — 28,000 0 o 

Aprit 8. 
Horfe- guards formerly reduced ——_~ 22317 0 
Officers late in the Dutch fervice ae 35392 14 2 
Chelfea penfioners —— 1735933 f 9 
rs widows 9.978 14 3 
Reduced officers of land forces and marines 172,776 3 0 
Ditto of the Britith American forces _ 60,000 0 oO 
Extraordinaries for 1787 —_—_ 480,058 3 4 
2,046,812 1 6 
OR N- 
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ORDNANCE. 
Dec. 10, 1787. £ on & 
Expences of the late armament _ 18,300 o 8 
Land fervice for 1788 —_ 419,407 0 f 
4379707 © 9 
MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES, 
Dec. 4, 1787- aS 
To difcharge exchequer bills 5,500,000 © 9° 
Dec. 6. hes 
Heffian fubfidy —- 35,193 15 © 
Dac. 10. 
Secret fervice on account of the late armament 58,166 o o 
Carlton Hovfe —_—— 20,000 0 oO 
Prince of Wales’s debts ——_—_—- 161,000 © o 
Jfued in purfuance of addreffes —_—_—- 17,496 14 6 
April 10, 1788. 
Civil eftablifhment of Nova Scotia —_———= 5,845 6 o 
Ditto of New Brunfwick —_—— 4,300 0 Oo 
Ditto of St. John’s !fland ——— 1,900 0 0 
Ditto of Cape Breton —_—_—_—_ 2,100 0 90 
Ditto of Newfoundland _ 1,182 10 o 
Ditto of the Bahama Iflands —_~_——— | 4080 0 Oo 
Ditto of New South Wales ——- 2,877 10 .° 
Chief juftice of the BermudalTflands - ——— 580 © Oo 
Ditto of Dominica —- 600 ©o Oo 
Extraordinaries of the mint for 1787 24145 § 8} 
Profecution of offenders againf the coin laws 1394 6 8 
APRIL 30. 
Roads and bridges in Scotland — 4000 © 0 
May 5s. 
Iffued to the fecretary of the commiffioners of Ame- : 
rican claims 4,510 12.0 
To ditto of the Eaft Florida claims —_——- 1,000 © O 
To commiffioners of American claims for their ex- 
pences —__— atin o 6 
American loyalifts , 74,725 12 © 
Surveys of land in Nova Scotia, &c. -_ 2,982 12. 1 
Bills drawn by the governor, &c. of New South Wales 2,052 7 3 
Somerfet Houfe 25,000 © Oo 
Itlued to the chief clerk of the commiffioners of en- 
quiry into the public offices __ 81313 6 
Duto to the fecretary of the commiffioners of public 
accounts —— 600 0 Oo 
Ditto to ditto of the crown lands = ——- 5,000 © 0 
Convi¢ts at Plymouth . ——_—_ 4533 6 6 
Ditto on the ‘t hames —_ a 30,083 10 2} 
May 
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Mar 10. roe” 
Profecution of Warren Haftings, e{q. “te (B.oc8 ie 1 
African forts. oa ible 13,0V0 9 g 
Cacwaser basbour, Plymouth 2,000 6 8 
: ee 
} r 6,022,932 1? 9} 

DEFICIENCIES. 

Dec. 13, 1787. 

Deficiency of the commutation tax _-— 89,899 2 « 


Ditto of the annuity fund for +758 —_—- 21,816 4 bi 


Ditto for 1778 _— 68,895 16. 
1700 Pepore ame 143,014 1 
Ditto for 1783 -——-- —— syhuee . . 
Ditto for 1784 and 1785 —_—_— 764362 & o} 
May 5, 1788. 

Ditto of the laft year’s grants —- 63,671 18 9) 

0425404 12 10! 

Se 
£- Se de 
Navy —_——— 2541t,407 5 45 
Army _— 2,045,812 1 6 
Orduance —- 4379797 © 9 
Mifcelbineous fervices 6,022,932 17 02 
Deficiencies —— 642,404 12 10} 





11,560,263 18 1 


Ways and MEANS for raifing the Supplics for 1788. 
Dec. f, 1787. 








Land-tax _—_ — 2,000,000 0 © 
Malt -__ —— 750,000 © @ 
May 6, 1788. 

Exchequer bills -——- 500,000 © © 

Surplus of the army grants in 1736 —- 200,000 © 0 

Ditto of the confolidated fund, April 5, 1788 689,162 16 1g 

Ditto that may arife from ditto 2,545,000 © 0 

Army favings in 1786 and 1787 — f. 491953 4 10 
Lotrery, 48,000 tickets at £.15 125. 9¢. 750,600 

Prizes -_—— — 480,000 270,600 © © 

11,903,816 o 

11,560,263 18 1 

ED CD 

Excefs of Ways and Means Le 343553 2 7 
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» palled in the Fifth Se/- 
_ v9 ead Parliament of 


Great Britain. 


Dees 175 178>s 
Malt and land tax bills. 
Marine mutiny bill. 


Feb. 21, 1788. wee 
AQ for an additional duty on ipi- 
rity in Scotland. 
March 10. 
The American intercourfe bill. 


Mirch 20. 

The mutiny bill. 

An act to remove certain doubts 
refpecting the power of the com- 
gifioners for the affairs of India. 

An att to amend the act 15 Geo. 
il. for preventing the counterfeit- 


ing of the gold and filver lace, &c. 


May 8. 

The militia pay and clothing 
bill. 

An aét for regulating the manu- 
fadture of ounce-thread. 

An act for repealing the act 
zand 3 Edw. VI againft the car- 
tying of white afhes our of the 
kingdory. 

une Tl. 

Two atts for railing money by ex- 

chequer bills. 
An act for raifing money by lot- 
tery, 
Aa a& for granting to his majefty 
tcertsin fum of money out of the 
confolidated fund, &c. 

_ An a&t for repealing certain du- 
tes and drawbacks on wine, &c. &c. 
and granting other duties and draw- 
backs in lieu thereof, 

An act for reducing the duties on 
the importation of certain goods 
from Holland. 

An a&t to enable the Eaft India 
Sompany to borrow a further fum 


of money upon bond, 
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» Anat to continue feveral laws 
relating to the clandeftine running 
of yoods and preventing frauds re- 
latiwe to the culloms——to the encow- 
raping of the growth of coffee in Ame- 
rica—to the punifhment of perfons 
gous armed, &c, in defiance of che 
revenue. laws—to the encouragin 
of the manufactures of flax a 
cotton —to the exportation of wheat, 
tobacco-pipe ciay, &c. to the fugac 
colovies—ta the exportation of ‘cer- 
tain touls and utenfils,—to the fe- 
ducing of artificers, &c, 

An act relative to the bounties on 
the exportation of the Brisith and 
Iriflt. tinens—to frauds by bank- 
rupts—and the imprifonment and 
tranfportation of offenders. 

An act to exempt certain licences 
granted to Ripendiary curates from 
ftamp duties. 

An af relative to an at for the 
encouragement of the Southern 
Whale fifhery, 

An att to prevent the inconveni- 
encies that may arife from the com- 
petiiion of his majefty’s fubjects 
with thofe of the moft Chriftian 
king in the Newfoundland fithery. 

An act to appoint commitlioners 
to enquire into the loffes of perfons 
occalioned by the ceffion of Eat 
Florida to the king of Spain, 

An act the more effectually to 
fecure the performance of quaran- 
tine. 

An act to enable juflices of the 
peace to licence theatrical reprefen- 
tations occafionally. 

An aé to indemnify fuch perfons 
as have omitted to qualify them- 
felves for offices, &c. 

An act to allow further time for 
the inrollment of the deeds and 
wills of papitts, &c. 


June 25. J 
An act for repealing the duties 
on deer fkins undrefled, and laying 
t 
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other duties thereon, and on certain 
other conmodities imported, &c. 
An a to allow the importanion 
of rum, duty free, from the Wet 
Indian jons into the province 


of : ; 

An ‘ad 'to explain certain laws 
felatidg to the exportation of live 
fheep, wool, &c. . 

An att to appoint commiffioners 
to inquire further into the lofies of 
the loyalifts in Amterica. 

An att for. better fecuring the 
sights of perfons qualificd tu vote 
at county -elections. 

An att for limiting the number 
of perfons to be carried on the‘out- 
fide of ftage coaches, &c. 

An act. for the better proréaiori 
of ftocking-frames, &c. 

An a€t for the better regulation 
of chimney-{weepers and their aps 
prentices. 

Fuld 4. 

An act for yrancdng relief to the 

Anrericad loyalift:. 
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An act for difcontinui ) 
limited time: feveral datics juris 
on low wines, &c. in Scotland, 

An act for fettling a clear vearl 
wooo of — Out of th 

erwentwater eftates u 
of Newbourgh. oe 

An act to prevent for a time the 
exportation of hay, 

An act for the further regulation 
of the trials of controverted ely. 
tions. 

An act to enable juflices of the 
_— _ in ogee cafes, our 
of the liunits of their refped; 
counties. renee 

An act relative to the influrances 
on fhips. 

An_a& of indemnity refpeding 
the combination of coal owners, 
&c. 

The pawabrokei’s a&. 


Fuly v1. 
An a&t to regulate the flave-trade, 
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ANECDOTES anp CHARACTERS. 


The LIFE of NAPIER of MERCHISTON, 


[Prefixed to the Earl of Bucuan’s Account of his Writings and Inven- 


tions. ] 


« y HAVE undertaken to write 
the life of John Napier, of 
Merchifton, a man famous ali the 
world over, for his great and fortu- 
nate difcovery of Jogarithms in 
prow by which the eafe 
expedition in calculation, have 
fo wonderfully afitted the fcience of 
tkronomy, and the arts of practical 
geometry and navigation. 

“Elevated above the age in 
which he lived, and a benefactor to 
the world in general, he dederves 
the — of Great. 

“ Napier lived in a country of 
proud barons, where barbarous hof- 
pitality, hunting, the military art, 
and religious controverfy, occupied 
the time and attention of his con- 
temporaries, and where he had no 
kearned fociety to afixt him in his 

rches, 

“ This extraordinary perfon was 
born at Merthifton, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Edinburgh, in the 
year 1550, 

“He was the fon of fir Archi- 
bald Napier, of Merchifton, matter 

the mint in Scotland, and of 

anet Bothwell, daughter of Mr. 
francis Bothwell, one of the fena- 
fors of the college of juftice. 

“ That his family was of ancient 

mt in the counties of 
| and Stirling, appears 





from the public records, and from 
the private archives of his houfe. 

** John de Napier, from whom 
he {prung in the :ath generation, 
was one of thofe proprictors of 
lands, who {wore allegiance to Ed- 
ward the Firft, of England, in the 
> 1206. Wiliam, from whom 
1e counted jn the ninth generation, 
was governor of the caftle of Edin- 
burgh, in the year 1401, whofe 
fon Alexander was the firft baron 
or laird of Merchifton, and was the 
father of another of the fame name, 
who was vice-admiral of Scotland, 
and one of the commiffioners from 
king James IJ. at the court of 
London, in the years 1461 and 
1464. 

‘¢ From the family of Lennox, 
earl of Lennox, he derived a co- 
heisthip by the marriage of Eliza- 
beth Mentieth, of Rutky, to his 
reat-grandtather’s father, Gr John 
Napier, of Merchifton ; but on his 
anceftors he reflected mere honour 
and celebrity than he received, and 
his name will probably be famous, 
when the lineage of Plantagepet 
will be remembered only by genea- 
logiits, and when poiterity may 
know no more of his, than we now 
know of the families of Plato, A- 
riftotle, Archimedes, or Euclid, 

« Jt is fit, that men should be 

p As taught 
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(4) 
taught to aim at higher and more 


Fe, titles, rag can afford ; 


and I like the of making fuch 
great men look little, by comparing 
them with men who refemble the 
fubjeét of my prefent enquiry. 

«From Napier’s own authority 
we learn, that he was educated at 
St. Andrews, where, writes he, “* in 
s my tender years and bairn-age, at 
“ fchools, having on the one part 
“ contracted a hitler familiaritie 
“ with a certain gentleman a papift, 
* and on the other part being at- 
* tentive to the fermons of that 
“ worthy man of God, maifter 
*¢ Chriftopher Goodman, teaching 
“ou the Apocalyps, I was mov- 
“ a édedration Spain the blind- 
“ nefs of papifts that could not 
 moft evidentlie fee their feven 
« hilled citie of Rome, painted out 
‘there fo lively by faint — as 
«¢ the mother of all {piritual whore- 
«© dome: that not onlie burfted I 
«‘oute in continual! reafoning a- 
“ — my faid familiar, but alfo 
** from thenceforth I determined 
“with myfelf by the affiftance of 
** God’s fpirit to nay ms my ftudy 
*‘and diligence to fearch out the 
*“ remanent myftcries of that holy 
* booke (as to this houre praifed be 
*“ the Lord I have bin doing at all 
“fuch times as conveniently I 
** might have occafion),”’ &.. 

« The time of Napier’s matri- 
culation does not appear from the 
regifter of the univerfity of St. An- 
drew’s, as the books afcend no 
higher than the beginning of the 
laft century ; but as the old whore 
of Babylon affumed, in the eyes of 
the people of Scotland, her deepeft 
tinge of {carlet about the year 1566, 
and at that time correfponds to the 
literary bairn-age of John Napicr, 
{ fuppofe, he then imbibed the holy 
fears and commentaries of maifter 
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than wealth, of- 





Chriftopher Goodman, and aS other 
es oo have ended, 
o he began his career with 
fterious book. =< 
“I have not been able to trace 
Merchifton from the univerfity, jj 
the publication of his Plain Die. 
very, at Edinburgh, in the year 
15933 —, Mackenzie, in his 
lives and characters of the moft 
eminent writers of the Scottifh no. 
tion, informs us (without quota. 
tion, however, of any authority) 
that he paffed fome years a 
in the Low Countries, France, and 
Italy, and that he applied himfe¥ 
there, to the ftudy of mathematic, 
‘¢ In the Britifh Mufeum there 
are two copies of his letter to An- 
thony Bacon, the original of which, 
is in the archbifhop’s library a 


Lambeth, entitled “ Secret Inven. 


tions, profitable and neceflary, ia 
thefe days, for the defence of this 
ifland, and withftanding . ftrangen 
en:mies to God’s truth and reli- 
gion,”” which I have caufed tobe 
printed, in the Appendix to thi 
tract. This letter is dated, Junes, 
1°96, ‘about which time it appear, 
as fhall be fhewn hereafter, that he 
had fet himfelf to explore his loge 
rithmic canon. 

* T have enquired, without fac 
cefs, among all the defcendants of 
this eminent perfon, for papers or 
letters, which might elucidate ths 
dark part of his hiftory ; and if we 
confider that Napier was a reclule 
mathematician, living in a country 
very inaccefflible to literary corre: 
pondence, we have not much room 
to expect, that the moft diligent 
explorations would furnith much 
to the purpofe, of having the pro 
grefs of his ftudies, 

“ Among Mr. Briggs’s pape 

referved in the Britifh Mufeum, l 
ooked for letters from Napier, but 
found only what Mr. Briggs . 
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his Imitatio Nepeirea, five applica- 
tio omnium fere regularum, fuis 


Logarithmis inentium, ad Lo- 
; eich feems to have 
ee written in the year 161-, foon 
ater the publication of the Canon. 

« Though the life of a learned 
man is commonly barren of events, 
and beft unfolded in the account 
of his writing’, difCovertes, ims 
provements, and correfporidence 
with the learned men of his age, 
yet I anxioufly fought for fome- 
what more, with reipeét to a tha- 
rater 1 fo much admired ; but 
my refearches have hitherto been 
fruitlefS. Perhaps from the letters, 
books, and collections of focieties 
or of learned individuals, to which 
I have not had accefs, fomething 
may hereafter be brought to light : 

one of the inducements to ofs 
fer a tketch of this kind to the pub- 
lic, is the tendency it may have to 
bring forth fuch information. His 
Plain Difcovery has been printed 
abroad, in feveral languages, par- 
ticularly in French, at Rochelle, in 
the year 1693, 8vo. announced in 
the title, as revifed by himfelf. No- 
thing could be more agreeable to 
the Rochellers, or to the hugonots 
of France, at this time, than the 
author’s annunciation of the 
asantichrift, whith in this sede 
has endeavoured to fet forth, with 
much zeal and erudition. 

“ That Napier had begun, about 
the year 1593, that train of en- 
quiry, which led him to his great 
aichievement in arithmetic, appears 
rom a letter to Crugerus from Kep- 
let, in the year 1624; wherein, 
mentioning the Canon Mirificus, he 
writes thus, “ Nihil autem fupra 
“Neperianam rationem efle puto : 
: , P 
. etfi Scotus quidem literis ad Ty- 
at em, anno 159+, Scriptis jam 

pem fecit Canonis illius mirifici,”’ 

allufion agrees with the idle 


ftory mentioned by Wood in his A- 
thene Oxon. and explains it im a 


pr amg confonant to the ri 

of Napier the imventor ; ems 
cerning which, I fhall take occafion 
to comment, in the adcount of his 
works: nor is it to be fuppofed, 
that had this noble difcovery been 


properly applied to fcience, by Juf- 


tus Byrgius, or anus, 
Napier would have been univerfally 
acknowledged his contempora- 


rics, as the undifputed author of its 

*“ No men in the world, are fo 
jealous of each other as the learned, 
and the leaft plaufible pretence of 
this furt, could not have failed to 
produce a controverfy, in the res 
public of letters, both in his life- 
time and after his death, when his 
praifes were founded all over Eu- 
rope. 
«When Napier had communi+ 
cated to Mr. Henry Briggs, mathe- 
matical profeffor in Grefham col- 
lege, his wonderful canon for the 
logarithms, that learned profeffor 
fet himfelf to apply the rules in his 
Imitatio Nepeirea, which I have 
already mentioned, and in a lettef’ 
to archbifhop Uther, in the year 
161s, he writes thus, “ Napier, 
“ Jord of Merchifton, hath fet my 
“ head and hands at work with his 
“new and admirable logarithms. 
“ I hope to fee him this fummer if 
it pleafe God, for I never faw a 
“« book which pleafed me better, and 
‘“« made me more wonder.” 

“It may feem extraordinary to 
quote Lilly the aftrologer with ref- 
peét to fo great a man as Napier; 
yet as the agro propofe to tran- 
fcribe from Lilly’s life, gives a ptc- 
turefque view of the meeting be- 
twixt Briggs and the inventor of the 
logarithms, at Merchifton near E- 
dinburgh, I thall fet it down in the 
eclgigial words of that mountebank 


A; “1 will 


_knave. 
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“1 will aint you with one 
memorable rm related unto me 
by John Marr, an excellent mathe- 
matician and geometrician, whom 
F conceive you remember. He was 
fervant to James I. and Charles 
1. When Merchifton firft publith- 
ed his rithms, Mr. Briggs, then 
reader the aftronomy leétures 
at Grefham college in London, was 
fo furprized with admiration of 
them, that he could have no quiet- 
nefs in himfelf, until he had feen 
that noble perfon whofe only in- 
vention they were: he acquaints 
John Marr therewith, who went 
intéd Scotland before Mr. Briggs, 
purpofely to be there when thefe 
two fo learned perfons fhould meet ; 
Mr. Briggs appoints a certayn day 
when to mect at Edinburgh, but 
failing thereof, Merchifton was fear- 
ful he would not come. It hap- 
pened one day as John Marr and 
the lord Napier were {peaking of 
Mr. Briggs ; ** Ah, John, faid Mer- 
‘ chifton, Mr. Briggs will not now 
“come ;"" at the very inftant one 
knocks at «the gate; John Marr 
‘hafted down and it proved to be 
Mr. Briggs to his great content- 
‘ment. He brings Mr. Briggs up 
to my lord’s chamber, where almoft 
one quarter of an hour was fpent, 
each beholding other with admira- 
tion before one word was {poken : 
at laft Mr. Briggs began. ‘ My 
* lord, I have undertaken this long 
journey purpofely to fee your 
perfon, and to know by what 
** engine of wit or ingenuity you 
“came firft to think of this matt 
“excellent help unto  aftrono- 
*““my, viz. the logarithms; but 
** my lord, being by you found out, 
“1 wonder y elfe found it 
“out before, when now being 
* known it appedrs fo eafy.”” He 
was nobly entertained by the lord 
Napier, and every fummer after 


és 
ae 
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that, during the laird’s bej 

this venerable man Mr ne 
went purpotely to Scotland to ki 
him. 

** There is a paffage in the k 
Tycho Brahe by Galfendi a 
may miflead ar inattentive reader 
to fuppofe that Napier’s method 
had been explored by Herwart 9 
Heenburg, ‘tis in Gaflendi’s Obfer. 
vations on a Letter from Tycho te 
Herwart, of the laf® day of Ay. 
guft tsg9. Dixit Hervartus qi. 
** hil rmorari fe folvendi cujufquem 
“ trianguli diflficultatem ; folee fe 
“enim moultipficationum, ac dive 
“fionum vice additiones folum, 
“ fubtractiones 93 ufurpare (quod 
“ut fieri pofler, docuit ftinodum 
* fuo Logarithmorum Canone Ne- 
* perus.)” But Herwart here al- 
hades to his work afterwards pub- 
lithed ia the year 1610, which tives 
triangles by prottapheereris, a mode 
totally different from that of the le 
garithms, 

* Kepler dedicated his Epheme- 
rides to Napier, which were pub- 
lifhed in the year 1617 ; and it ap 

ars from many paflages in hs 
etter about this time, that he held 
Napier to be the greateft man of 
his age, in the particular depart- 
ment to which he applied his abili- 
ties: and indeed, if we confder 
that Napier’s difcovery was not like 
thofe of Kepler or of Newton, 
connected with any analogies or co- 
incidences, which might have led 
him to it, but the truit of unaflifl 
ed reafon and fvience, we fhall be 
vindieated in placing him in one of 
the higheit niches. in the temple of 
fame. 

“ Kepler had made many unfuc- 
cefsful attempts to difcover his (- 
non for the periodic motions of the 
lanets and hit — it at Jaft, % 

himfelf candidly tr ori 
tcth of May, 16)8 5 and! 

5 Y> applied 
8 
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ble tendency of 
tpled the Pape earth to the 


fiten of the univerfe in general ; 
but Napier fought out his admir- 
able rules, by a flow {cientific pro- 
grefs, arifing from the gradual re- 
of truth. 

« The laft literary exertion of 
this eminent perfon, was the pub- 
lication of Nis Rabdology and 


in the year 1617, 
ea he dedicated to the chancel 
lor Seton, and foon after died at 
Merchifton, on the 3d of April, 
0.S. of the fame year, in the 
6sth year of his age, and, as I 
fuppofe, in the agd of his happy 
invention. 

“In his perfon, the portraits 
I have feen reprefent him of a 
grave and {weet countenance, not 
unlike his eminent contemporary 
menfieur de Peirefc. 

“In his family he feems to have 
been uncommonly fortunate, for 
his eldeft fon became learned and 
eminent even in his father’s life- 
time, his third a pupil of his own 
in mathematics, to whom he left 
the care of publifhing his pofthum- 
ous works ; and Jofing none of his 
children by death, he loft all his 
daughters by honourable or refpeét- 
able marriages. 

“He was twice married. By his 
firft wife, Margaret, the daughter 
of Fey Stirling of Kier, de- 
fended of one of the oldeft and 
moft refpectable gentlemen’s fami- 
lies in Scotland, he had an only 
child, Archibald, his fucceflor in his 
eftates, of whom I fhall hereafter 
tive fome account, By his fecond 
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marriage with Agnes, the daughter 
of fir James Chil ef Crom 
bie, he had five fons: John, laird 
of Eafter Tonie; Robert, whd 
ublifhed his father’s works, whom 
have already mentioned, the an- 
ceftor of the Napiers of Kilkroigh, 
in Stirlingfhire; Alexander Napier 
of Gillets, efqg. William Napier of 
Ardmore; and Adam, ef whom 
the Napi - of Blackftone and Crai- 
net in Stirlingthire are defeend- 
~ i His daughters were, ey We 7 
the wife of fir James Stuart of Rofs 
fayth; Jane, married to James Has 
milton, laird of Kilbrachmont in 
Fife; Elizabeth, to William Cu- 
ninghame of Craigends ; Agnes, te 
George Drummond of Baloch ; and 
Helen, to the reverend Mr, Mate 
thew Butbane, reftor of the paridy 
of Erfkine in Renfrewhhire, 

‘¢ He was interred in the cathe- 
dral church of St. Giles, at Lidia 
burgh, at the eaft fide of its north- 
ern entrance, where there is now 4 
{tone tablet, indicating, by a Latin 
infcription, that the burial plage of 
the Napiers is in that place; but 
no tomb has ever been ereéted to 
the memory of fo celebrated a man, 
nor can it be required to preferve 
his memory, fince the aftronomer, 
geographer, navigators and political 
arithmetician, muft feel themfelves 
every day indebted to his inven- 
tions, and thus a monument 
erected to the illuftrious Napier, 
which cannot be obliterated. by 


time, or depreciated by the inge* 
nuity of cthore im the fomee dapat’ 
ment.” 





‘ 





Some PARTICULARS of the EARLIER YEARS of Cape 
tain COOK’s LIFE; with his CHARACTER. 


[From Dr. Kirris’s Lire of that celebrated NAvicaror,] 


“ APTAIN James Cook had 

no claim to diftinétion on 
account of the luftre of his birth, 
or the dignity of his anceftors. His 
father, James Cook, who from his 
diale& 1s fuppofed to have beert a 
Northumbrian, was in the humble 
ftation of a fervant in hufbandry, 
and married a woman of the fame 
rank with himfelf, whofe Chriftian 
name was Grace. Both of them 
were noted in their neighbourhood 
for their honefty, fobriety, and di- 
i ~ They firft lived at a vil- 
lage called Morton, and then re- 
moved to Marton, another village 
in the North-riding of Yorkthire, 
fituated in the high road from Gif- 
brough, in Cleveland, to Stockton 
upon Tees, in the county of Dur- 
ham, at the diftance of fix miles 
from each of thefe towns, At Mar- 
ton captain Cook was born, on the 
ayth of Oftober, 1728; and, a- 
greeably to the cuftom of the vicar 
of the parifh, whofe practice it was 
to baptize infants foon after their 
birth, he was baptized on the 3d of 
November following. He was one 
of nine children, all of whom are 
now dead, excepting a daughter, 
who married a fifherman at Redcar. 
The firft rudiments of young Cook’s 
education were received by him at 
Marton, where he was taught to 
read by dame Walker, the {fchool- 
miftrefs of the village. When he 
was _ years of age, his father, 
in confequence of the character he 
had obtamed for induftry, frugality, 
and fkill in hufbandry, had a little 


promotion beftowed upon }; 
which was that of being pet 
head fervant, or hind, to a fanp 
belonging to the late Thomas Sco. 
tow, efq. called Airy Holme, nex 
Great Ayton. To this place, there. 
fore, he rernoved with his family. 
and his fon James, at Mr. Scottow’s 
expence, was put to a day-fchool in 
Ayton, where ‘hé was inftruéted jy 
writing, and in a few of the fit 
rules of arithmetic. 

“ Before he was thirteen vears of 
age, he was bound an apprentice 
x Mr. William Saunde/fen tie 
berdafher, or fhopkeeper, at Staiths, 
a confiderable fifhing town, about 
ten miles north of Whitby. This 
von ah however, was very 
unfuitable to young Cook’s dif 
fition. The fea was the objet of 
his inclination ; and his paffion for 
it could not avoid being ftrength- 
ened by the fituation of the town in 
which he was placed, and the man- 
ner of life of the perfons with 
whom he muft frequently converte. 
Some difagreement having happen 
ed between him anti his matter, he 
obtained his difcharge, and foon al- 
ter bound himfelf for feven years 
to Meflrs. John and Henry Walker, 
of Whitby, Quakers by religious 
profeffion, and principal owners of 
the fhip Free-love, and of another 
veflel, both of which were conftant 
ly employed in the coal-trade. The 
greateft part of his apprenticethip 
was fpent on board the Free-love. 
After he was out of his time he 


continued to ferve in the coal and 
other 
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ether branches of trade (though 
Shiely in the former) in the capa- 
aty of a common failor ; till, at 
he was raifed to be mate 
of one of Mr. John Walker’s hips. 
During this period it is not recol- 
iefted that he exhibited any thing 
very pecubar, either in his abilities 
or his conduct ; though there can 
be no doubt but that he had gained 
a confiderable degree of knowledge 
in the practical part of navigation, 
and that his attentive and fagacious 
mind was laying up a ftore of ob- 
fervations which would be ufeful to 
him in future life. , 
“In the ipring of the year'1755, 
when hoftilities broke out between 
England and France, and there was 
a hot prefs for feamen, Mr. Cook 
happened to be in the river ‘Thames 
with the thip to which he belonged. 
At firft he concealed himfelf, to 
avoid being prefled ; but  refic¢ting 
that it might be difficult, notwith- 
flanding all his vigilance, to elude 
difcovery or efcape purfuit, he de- 
termined, upon farther confidera- 
tiog, to enter voluntarily into his 
majeity’s fervice, and to take his 
future fortume in the royal navy. 
Perhaps he had fome prefage in his 
own mind, that by his activity and 
exertions he might rife confiderably 
above his oaleit fituation. Ac- 
cordingly, he went to a rendezvous 
at Wapping, and entered with an 
otheer of the Eagle man of war, a 
thip of fixty guns, at that time 
commanded by captain Hamer. ‘I'o 
this thip captain (now fir Hugh) 
Pallifer was appointed, in the month 
of Oftoher, 1755; and when he 
took the command, found in her 
James Cook, whoin he foon diftin- 
me to be an able, a¢tive, and 
ma feaman. All the officers 
fpoke highly in his favour, and the 


— was fo well pleafed with his 
viour, that he gave him every 
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encouragement which lay in his 
power. 

“In the courfe of fome time, 
captain Pallifer received a letter 
from Mr. Otbaldefton, then mem- 
ber of parliament for Scarborough, 
acquainting him that feveral neigh- 
bours of his had folicited him to 
write in favour of one Cook, on 
board the captain’s flip. They 
had heard that captain Pallifer had 
taken notice of him, and they re- 
quefted if he thought Cook deferv- 
ing of it, that he wé&dd point out 
in what manner Mr. Otbaldefton 
might beft contribute his affiftance 
towards forwarding the young man’s 
promotion. The captain, in his 
reply, did juftice to Mr. Cook’s me- 
rit; but, as he had been only a 
fhort time in the navy, informed 
Mr. Otbaldefton that he could not 
be promoted as a commiffion offi- 
cer. A matter’s warrant, captain 
Pallifer added, might perhaps be 
some for Mr. Cook, by which 
ve would be raifed to a ftation that 
he was well qualified to difcharge 
with ability and credit. 

“Such a warrant he obtained 
on the icth of May, 1759, for 
the Grampus floop; but the pro- 
per maftcr having unexpectedly 
returned to her, the appointment 
did not take place. Four days af- 
ter he was made matter of the Gar- 
land; when, upon enquiry, it was 
found that he couid not join her, 
as the fhip had already failed. On 
the next day, the isth of May, he 
was appointed to the Mercury. 
TYhefe quick and fucceffive ap- 
pointments fhew that his intereft 
was ftrong, and that the inten- 
tion to ferve him was real and ef- 
fectual. 

“ The deftination of the Mer- 
cury was to North America, where 
fhe joinedthe fleet under the com- 
mand of fr Charles Saunders, 
which, 
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which, in conjunction with the 
Jand-forces under General W olfe,was 
engaged in the famous fiege of 
Quebec. During that fiege, a dif- 
ficult and rous fervice was 
to be performed. This 

was to take the foundings in the 
channel of the river St. Lawrence, 
between the ifland of Orleans and 
the north fhore, directly in the 
front of the French fortified camp 
at Montmorency and Beauport, in 
order to enable the admiral to place 
_ againftythe enemy’s batteries, 
to cover our army on a general 
attack, which the heroic Wolfe in- 
tended to make on the camp. Cap- 
tain Pallifer, in confequence of his 
acquaintance with Mr. Cook’s fa- 
ity and refolution, recommend- 
ed him to the fervice ; and he per- 
formed it in the moft complete 
manner, In this bufinefs he was 
employed during the night time, 
for feveral nights ‘together. At 
length he was difcovered by the 
enemy, who collected a great num- 
ber of Indians and canoes, in a 
wood near the water-fide, which 
were launched in the night, for the 
purpofe of furrounding him and 
cutting him off. On this occafion, 
he avery narrow efcape. He 
was obliged to run for it, and pufh- 
ed on on the ifland of Or- 
leans, near the guard of the Eng- 
lith hofpital. Some of the Indians 
entered at the ftern of the boat, as 
Mr. Cook leaped out at the bow ; 
and the boat, which was a barge 
belonging to one of the fhips of 
war, was carried away in triumph. 
However, he furnifhed the admiral 
with as correct and complete a 
draught of the channel and found- 
ings as could have been made after 
our countrymen were in effion 
of Quebec. Sir Hugh Pallifer has 
good reafon to believe, that before 
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this time Mr. Cook had Kcareely 
ever ufed a pencil, and that he 
knew nothing of drawing, 
fuch was his capacity, that he {peedi. 
ly made himielf mafter of every 
object to which he applied his 9. 
tention. 

“ Another important fervice was 
performed by Mr. Cook while the 
fieet continued in the river of S. 
Lawrence. The navigation of that 
river Is exceedingly dithcult and ha. 
zardous. It was particularly fo te 
the Englifth, who were then in a 
great meafure ftrangers to this 
of North America, and whe tal 
no chart, on the correétnefs of 
which they could depend. It 
was, therefore, ordered by the 
admiral, that Mr. Cook fhould be 
employed to furvey thofe parts of 
the river, below Quebec, which 
navigators had expericnced to be 
attended with peculiar difficulty and 
danger ; and he executed the buf 
nefs with the fame diligence and 
fkill of which he had already af 
forded fo happy a {pecimen. When 
he had finithed the undertaking, 
his chart of the river St. Lawrence 
was publifhed, with foundings and 
diredtions for failing in that river. 
Of the accuracy and utility of this 
chart it is fufticient to fay, that § 
hath never fince been found necel- 
fary to publifh any other. One 
which has appeared in France 8 
only a copy of our author’s, ons 
reduced feale. 

“ After the expedition at Que 
bec, Mr. Cook, by warrant from 
lord Colvill, was appointed, on the 
22d of September, matter of the 
Northumberland man of war, the 
fhip in which his lordfhip ftaid, m 
the following winter, as comme 
dore, with the command of a ique 
dron at Halifax. In this tation 
Mr. Cook’s behaviour did net fal 
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‘n him the efteem and friend- 
hin of his commander. During 
the leifure which the feafon of win- 
ter afforded him, he employed his 
time in the acquifition of fuch 
as eminently qualified 
him for future fervice. It was at 
Halifax that he firft read Euclid, 
and applied himfelf to the ftudy of 
stronomy and other branches of 
fience. The books of which he 
had the afliftance were few in num- 
ber; but his induftry enabled him 


to fupply many defects, and to make 


> far fuperior to what 
could be expected trom the advan- 
he enjoyed. 


« While Mr. Cook was matter of 
the Northumberland under lord 
Colvill, that fhip came to New- 
foundiand, in September, 1742, to 
affift in the recapture of the ifland 
from the French, by the forces un- 
der the command of lieutenant-co- 
lonel Amherit. When the ifland 
was recovered, the Englifh fleet 
ftaid fome days at Placentia, in or- 
der to put it in a more complete 
flate of defence. During this time 
Mr. Cook manifefted a diligence in 
furveying the harbour and heights 
of the place, which arrefted the 
notice of captain (now admiral) 
Graves, commander of the Ante- 
lope, and governor of Newfound- 
kind. The governor was hence in- 
duced to atk Cook a variety of 
queftions, from the anfwers to which 
he was led to entertain a very fa- 
rourable opinion of his abilities. 
This opinion was increafed, the 
more he faw of Mr. Cook’s con- 
duct ; who, wherever they went, 
eontinued to difplay the moft un- 
remitting attention to every object 
that related to the knowledge of the 
coat, and which was calculated to 
facilitate the practice of navigation. 
The efteem which captain Graves 

conceived for him, was con- 


{ir} 


firmed by the teftimonies to his 
character that were given by all 
ee officers under whom he ferv- 

** In the latter end of »-62, Mr. 
Cook returned to England ;. and, 
on the 2:ft of December, in the 
fame year, married, at Barking in 
Effex, mifs Elizabeth Batts, an 
amiable and deferving woman, who 
was juftly entitled to, and enjoyed 
his tendereft regard and affection. 
But his Ration in life, and the high 
duties to which he was called, did 
net permit him to partake of ma- 
trimonial felicity without many and 
very long interruptions. 

“ Early in the year of 1763, af- 
ter the peace with France and Spai 
was concluded, it was determined 
that captain Graves fhould go out 
agaim as governor of Newfound- 
land. As the country was very va- 
luable in a commercial view, and 
had been an object of great con- 
tention between the Englith and the 
French, the captain obtained aw 
eftablifhment for the furvey of its 
coatts ; which, however, he 
cured with fome difficulty, becaufe 
the matter was not fufficiently ua- 
derftood by government at home, 
In confidering the execution of the 
plan, Mr. Cook appeared to cap~ 
tain Graves to be a very proper per- 
fon for the purpofe ; and 
were made to him, to which, not- 
withftanding his recent marriage, 
he readily and prudently acceded.” 

‘s At the an ef the feafon, Mr. 
Cook returned to England, but did 
not long continue at home. In the 
beginning of the year 1764, his old 
and conftant friend and patron, tir 
Hugh Pallifer, was appointed go- 
vernor and commodore of New- 
foundland and Labradere; upon’ 
which occafion he was glad to take 
Mr. Cook with him, in the fame 
capacity. that he had fuftained oer 









der captain Graves. Indeed, no 
man could have been found who 
was better qualified for finifhing the 
defign which had been begun in the 
preceding year. The charts of the 
coafts, in that part of North Ame- 
rica, were very erroneous ; and it 
was highly neceffary to the trade 
and navigation of his majefty’s fub- 
jeéts, that new ones fhould be forms 
ed, which would be more correct 
and ufeful. Accordingly, under the 
orders of commodore Pallifer, Mr. 
Cook was appointed on the 18th of 
April, 1764, marine-furveyor of 
ndland and Labradore ; and 
he had a veffel, the Grenville 
fchooner, to attend him for that 
fe. How well he execut- 
ed his commiiffion is known to 
every man Sew with naviga- 
tion. The charts which he after- 
wards publifhed of the different 
furveys he had made, reflected great 
credit on his abilities and charac- 
ter, and the utility of them is uni- 
verfally acknowledged. [t is un- 
derftood, that, fo far as Newfound- 
land is concerned, they were of 
confiderable fervice to the king’s 
minifters, in fettling the terms of 
the laft peace.’’ 
ee re captain Wallis and cap- 
tain Carteret had returned to Great 
Britain, another voyage was re 
folved upon, for which the improve- 
ment of aftronomical fcience afford- 
ed the immediate occafion. It hav- 
ing been calculated by aftronomers, 
that a tranfit of Venus over the 
fun’s ditk would happen in 1769, 


it was j that the beft place for 
pets would be in fome part 
of the South Sea, either at the 


we or at one of thofe iflands 
which Tafman had called Amfter- 


dam, Rotterdam, and Middleburg, 
and which are now better known 
under the appellation of the Friend- 
ly Iflands,. This being a matter of 


5 
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eminent confequence in aftronome 
and which enced the attention of 
foreign nations as wel} as of our 
own, the affair was taken up by 
the Royal Society, with the zea) 
which has always been difplayed 
by that learned body for the ad. 
vancement of every branch of phj 
lofophiical fcience, * Accordingly, 4 
long memorial was addrefled to he 
mayefty, dated February tgth, 1768, 
reprefenting the great intportanes 
of the object, together with the 
regard which had been paid to it 
by the principal courts of Europe; 
and intreating, among other thin 
that a veflel might be ordered, at 
the expence of government, forthe 
conveyance of fuitable perfons, to 
make the obfervation of the tranfit 
of Venus at one of the places be. 
fore mentioned. This memorial 
having been laid before the king by 
the earl of Shelburne, (now the 
marquis of Lan-dfdown) one cf the 
principal fecretaries of ftate, his 
majefty gracioufly fignified his plea- 
fure to the lords commiffioners of 
the admiralty, that they fhould 
eters a fhip for carrying over 
uch obfervers as the Royal Society 
fhould judge proper to fend to the 
South Seas; and on the 3d of A- 
ril, Mr. Stephens informed the 
becieey, that a bark had been taken 
up for the purpote. 

«© The gentleman who had or 
ginally been fixed upon to take the 
direétion of the expedition, wa 
Alexander Dalrymple, efq. an em 
nent member of the Royal Society, 
and who, befides poffefling an accu- 
rate knowledge of aftronomy, had 
diftinguifhed himfelf by his enqu 
ries into the geography of the South- 
ern oceans, and by the collection 
he had publifhed of feveral is 
to thofe parts of the world. it 
Dalrymple being fentible of the 
difficulty, or rather of the be ~ 

) 
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bility, of carrying a fhip through 


wn feas, the crew of which 

were not fubject to the military dif- 
‘oline of his majefty’s navy, he 
it the condition of his going, 

that he fhould have a brevet com- 
mifion as captain of the veffel, in 
the fame manper as fuch a commif- 
fion had been granted to Dr. Hal- 
ley in his voyage of difcovery. To 
this fir Edward Hawke, 
who was then at the head of the 
admiralty, and who poffeffed more 
of the {pirit of his profefhon than 
either of education or feience, ab- 
folutely refufed to accede. He faid 
at the board, that his confeience 
would not allow him to truft any 
thip of his majefty’s to a perfon 
who had not regularly been bred a 
feaman. On being farther prefled 
upon the fubject, fir Edward de- 
clared, that he would fuffer his right 
hand to be cut off before he would 
fign any fuch commiffion. In this 
he was, in fome degree, juftified by 
the mutinous behaviour of Halley’s 
crew, who refufed to acknowlege 
the legal authority of their com- 
mander, and involved him in a dif- 
pute which was attendedsavith per- 
nicious confequences. Mr. Dalrym- 
pis on the other hand, was equal- 
y fleady in requiring a compliance 
with the terms he had propofed. 
Such was the ftate of things, when 
_ Mr. Stephens, fecretary to the ad- 
miralty, whofe difcrimination of the 
aumerous characters, with which 
by his ftation he is converfant, re- 
fleéts as much credit on his under- 
ftanding, as his upright and able 
uct does on the office he has 
filled, for fo many years, and under 
fo many adminiftrations, with ho- 
hour to himfelf and advantage to 
the public, obferved to the board, 
that, fince fir Edward Hawke and 


-Dairymple were equally inflex- 
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<x no method remained but that 
of finding out another perfon ca 
ble of the fervice. e knew, the 
faid, a Mr. Cook, who had been 
employed as marine-furveyor of 
Newfoundland, who had been re- 
gularly educated in the navy, in 
which he was a mafter, and whom 
he judged to be fully qualified for 
the direction of the a under- 
taking, Mr. Stephens, at the fame 
time, recommended it to the board, 
to take the opinion of fir Hugh 
Pallifer, who had lately been go 
vernor of Newfoundland, and was 
intimately acquainted with Cook’s 
character. Sir Hugh rejoiced in 
the opportunity of ferving his 
friend. He ftrengthened Mr. Ste- 
phens’s recommendation to the ut- 
moft of his power ; and added may 
ny things in Mr. Cook’s favour, 
arifing from the particular know- 
ledge which he had of his abilities 
and merit. Accordingly, Mr. Cook 
was appointed to the command of 
the expedition by the lords of the 
admiralty ; and, on this oecafion, 
he was promoted to the rank of a 
lieutenant in the royal navy, his 
commiflion bearing date on the 25th 
of May, 176%.” 

** From the relation that has been 
given of captain Cook’s courfe of 
life, and of the important events 
in which he was engaged, my rea- 
ders canhot be ftrangers to his ge- 
neral charaéter. This, therefore, 
might be left to be colleéted from 
his actions, which are the beft ex- 
hibitions of the great qualities of 
his mind. But, perhaps, were I 
not to endeavour to afford a fum- 
mary view of him in thefe refpects, 
I might be thought to fail in that 
duty which I owe to the public on 
the prefent pccafion. 

«“ It cannot, I think, be denied, 


that genius belonged to captain 
00k 
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Cook in an eminent degree. By 
I do not here underftand 
merely, or that power 
of cu the flowers of fancy which 
poetry delights in; but an inven- 
tive mind ta ad full of refources ; 
and pg its own native *. 
» can tu noble objects o 
carfelt, and een effectual me- 
thods of attaining them. This fa- 
culty was by our navigator 
in its full energy, as is evident from 
the uncommon fagacity and pene- 
tration which he difcovered in a vatt 
variety of critical and difficult fitu- 
ations. 

“ To genius captain Cook added 
application, without which nothing 
very valuable or permanent can be 
accomplifhed, even by the brighteft 
capacity. For an unremitting at- 
tention to whatever related to his 

flion, he was diftinguifhed in 
early life. In every affair that was 
undertaken by him, his afliduity 
was without interruption, and with- 
out abatement. Wherever he came, 
he fuffered nothing which was fit 
for a feamen to know or to prac- 
tife, to pafs unnoticed, or to ef ape 
his diligence. 

The genius and application of 
¢aptain Cook were followed by a 
large extent of knowledge ; a know- 
ledge which, befides a confummate 
acquaintance with navigation, com- 
prehended a number of other fci- 
ences, In this refpeét, the ardour 
of his mind rofe above the difad- 
vantages of a very confined educa- 
tion. His progrefs in the different 
branches of the mathematics, and 
acne: in aftronomy, became 

© eminent, that, at length, he was 


able to take the lead in making the 


neceflary obfervations of this kind, 
in the courfe of his voyages. He 
attained, likewife, to fuch a degree 
of proficiency in general learning, 
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and the art of compofition, a 
= to — him eM with a1 a 
clearnefs and propricty, and 
come refpectable ie the naeanill 
well as the performer, of erent ae, 
tions. 

“ Another thing, ftrikingly con, 
fpicuous in captain Cook, was the 
perfeverance with which he purfued 
the noble objects to which his lif 
was devoted. This, indeed, Way 
a molt diftinguifhed feature in hi 
character: in this he fcarcely ever 
had an equal, and never a fuperior, 
Nothing could divert him from the 
points he aimed at ; and he perfift, 
ed in the profecution of th 
through difficulties and obftruAtions 
which would have deterred minds 
of very confiderable ftrength and 
firmnefs. 

#* What enabled him to perfevere 
in all his mighty undertakings, was 
the invincible fortitude of his {pirit, 
Of this, inftances without number 
occur in the accounts of his ex 
ditions ; two of which I fhall take 
the liberty of recalling to the atten. 
tion of my readers, The firtt is, 
the wndaunted magnanimity with 
which he profecuted his difcoveries 
along the whole fouth-eatt coatt of 
New Holland. Surrounded as he 
was with the greateft poflible dan- 
gers, arifing from the 
fuccefion of rocks, fhoals, and 
breakers, and having a thip that 
was almoft thaken to pieces by f- 
peated perils, his vigorous mi 
a regard to nothing but what he 
thought was required of him by 
his duty to the public. It will not 
be eafy to find, in the hiftory of 
navigation, a parallel example o! 
courageous exertion. The other 
circumftance I would refer to is the 
boldnefs with a in te 
vovage, after he left the Cape 
Good } ope, he puibed foragers 
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unknown fers, and penetrated 
° innumerable csataled 


and of ice, in the fearch of a 
fouthern continent. It was like 
launching into chaos : all was ob- 
(curity, all was darknefs before 
him; and no event can be com- 
ced with it, excepting the failing of 
jhaens, from the ftraits which 

bear his name, into the Pacific 


n. 

« The fortitude of captain Cook, 
being founded upon reafon, and 
pot upon inftinét, was not an im- 

us valour, but accompanied 
with complete felf-poffefon. He 
was mafter of himfelt on every try- 
ing occafion, and feemed to be the 
more calm and collected, the greater 
was the exigence of the cafe. In 
the moft perilous fituations, when 
our commander had given the pro- 

directions concerning what was 
to be done while he went to reft, 
he could fleep, during the hours he 
had allotted to himfelf, with per- 
feét compofure and foundnefs. No- 
thing could be a furer indication of 
an elevated mind; of a mind that 
was entirely fatisfied with itfelf, and 
with the meafures it had taken. 

“To all thete great qualities, 
captain Cook added the moft ami- 

virtues. That it was impof- 
fible for any one to excel him in 
humanity, ‘is apparent from his 
treatment of his men through all 
his voyages, and from his behavi- 
our to the natives of the countries 
which were difcovered by him. 
health, the convenience, and, 

% far as it could be admitted, the 
enjoyment of the feamen, were the 
conftant objeéts of his attention ; 
and he was anxioufly folicitous to 
meliorate the condition of the in- 
abitants of the feveral iflands and 
which he vifited, With re- 


Fstotheir thieveries, he candidly 
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apologized for, and overlooked, 
many offences which others would 
have fharply punifhed ; and when 
he was laid under an indifpenfable 
neceflity of ding to any acts 
of feverity, he never exerted them 
without feeling much reluctance 
and concern. 

* In the private relations of life, 
captain Cook was entitled to high 
commendation. He was excellent 
as a hufband and a father, and fin- 
cere and fteady in his friendfhips : 
and to this it may be added, that 
he poffefled that general fobri 
and virtue of character, which will 
always be found to conftitute the : 
beft fecurity and ornament of every 
other moral qualification. 

“‘ With the greateft benevolence 
and humanity of difpofition, cap- 
tain Cook was occafionally fubject 
to a haftinefs of temper. This, 
which has been rT by the 
few (and they are indeed few) wha 
are unfavourable to his memory, is 
acknowledged by his friends. It is 
mentioned both by captain King 
and Mr. Samwell, in their delinea- 
tions of his chara¢ter. Mr. Hay- 
ley, in one of his poems, calls him 
the mild Cook; but, perhaps, that 
is not the happieft epithet which 
could have been “pp ied to him. 
Mere mildnefs can fcarcely be con- 
fidered as the moft prominent and 
diftinétive feature in the mind of a 
man, whofe powers of underftand- 
ing and of action were fo ftrong 
and elevated, who had fuch im- 
menfe difficulties to ftruggle with, 
and who mutt frequently have been 
called to the firmeft exertions of 
authority and command. 

« Laftly, captain Cook was dif- 
tinguithed by a property which is 
almoft univerfally the concomitant 
of truly great men, and that is, a 
fimpligty of manners, In yo 
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fation he was unaffected and unaf- 
fuming ; rather backwardin puthing 
difourfe ; but obliging and com- 
municative in his anfwers to thofe 
addreffed him for the purpofes 


¢ 


of information. It was not poffible 
that, in a mind conftiruted like his, 


fuch a paltry quality as vanit 
find an exiftence.” a 
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{From the Second Volume of Dr. Towaers’s Memorns of his Lise 
and Reren.] 


“JOREDERICK, the third king 
of Pruffia, was in his perfon 
below the middle ftature ; but his 
Kimbs were well formed, and he had 
2 healthful and vigorous conftitu- 
tion. The its of him, at dif- 
ferent periods of his life, exhibit 
a confiderable diverfity of appear- 
ance. In his earlier years, he feems 
to have poffeffed a handfome coun- 
tenance, and a graceful figure ; but 
he was afterwards much altered by 
the perpetual fatigues that he under- 
went. In the ten art of his life, 
he ftooped confiderably in the fhoul- 
ders ; and his head was almoft con- 
ftantly inclined on one fide. He 
was thort-fighted ; but he had fine 
blue eyes, full of vivacity and fire ; 
and his look was expreffive of un- 
common keennefs and penetration. 
His tone of voice was extremely 
clear and agreeable ; and he {poke 
feveral of the modern languages 
with eafe and gracefulnefs. He 
talked much, and with great f{pright- 
linefs, and excelled at repartee. In 
converfation, his features acquired 
a degree of animation, which no 
portraitscould exhibit ; and though 
not generally fond of the company 
of women, he yet difplayed great 
vivacity in converfing with fuch 
ladies as were poffeffed of any fupe- 
rior merit. His intelleétual powers 
were great ; and when we advert to 


his fituation, and to the little care 
that had been taken of his educa. 
tion, it muft be acknowledged, that 
his literary acquifitions were conf. 
derable. He had much general 
knowledge of the fciences, and was 
extremely converfant with French 
writers in polite literature ; but he 
is faid to have been very imperfect. 
ly acquainted with the Latin kn- 
guage ; and he acquired his know- 
ledge of the great authors of anti- 
quity, both Greek and Roman, 
chiefly through the medium of 
French tranflations. He was par. 
tial to the literature of France; 
but, in the latter years of his life, 
this partiality was much abated. 
His memory was uncommonly re 
tentive ; and he recollected the faces 
of thofe foldiers, who had ferved in 
his own regiment, when prince, 
more than forty years after. In 
his convivial hours, among his fa- 
vourites, he was chearful, facetious, 
witty, and farcaftic. But his rail- 
leries on thofe, who were admit- 
ted to his familiarity, were often too 
biting ; though he fometimes met 
with very {mart retorts, and which 
he generally received with good hu- 
mour. 

© His conduct and character were 
very various, and at different times 
cee in a very different +t 

1s predominant paflion was hers 
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; and this often led 
vr a hk actions, .which would 
ig fame, and excite the at- 


canead Te ind, rather than to 


which were dictated by virtue. 
He may be truly faid to have been 
covetous of fame: for he withed to 
unite in his own perfon the papubt: 
ton of a. great king, a wife legif- 
lgror, anilluftrious hero, an accom- 
piithhed ral, a. fine poet, ‘and 
an calightencd ilofopher. »But 
though he loved fame. more than 

irtue, and was more folicitous to, 
extend. his. reputation, and to en- 
large his, dominions and his power, 
than to regulate his conduct by the 

pa wo juttice and humanity ; 
co , notwithftanding, for the 
praife of virtue, even when his actions 
were in direét oppofition to its clear- 
ch diétates.. Hence it. arofe, that 
his conduct was often variable and 
inconfiftent ; and that the fame 
man, fometimes appeared an un- 
feeling tyrant, at other times 
mild, gentle, and humane. 

“ One great object.of his aim ap- 
pears always to have been, the ag- 
granfizement of his dominions ; 
and in this he;would probably have 
fucceeded much more than he did, 
i hisconduct, at the beginning of 
his reign, had not fo ftrongly ex- 
cited the jealoufy and apprehenfion 
of his neighbours, | roduc- 
ed fo formidable a caiedarain 
again him. There is reafon to 
believe, that he had formed great 
fchemes, which the number of his 
enemies prevented him from bein 
able 10 put in execution. Ha 
France and Ruflia not united againft 
him, he might, perhaps, have to- 

cruthed the houfe of Auftria, 
overturnd the whole Germanic 


“Adtive, enterprifing, indefatiga- 
bleyand intrepid, he kept his neigh- 
— Continual alarm; and theig 

788, 
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apprehenfions of him were the 
greater, becaufe he feemed fcarcely 
to. fcruple any) means that would 
effectuate.his purpofes. In the cons 
duct of his affairs, he the 
mott unremitting vigilance, the 
moft unwearied induftry, and the 
keeneft fagacity in feizing tliofe de- 
cifive moments, which were the 
moft favourable te the notion 
of-his views, At periods, and im 
fituations, of uncommon diificulty, 
and uncommon dartger, he di{play- 
ed the higheft degree of couragey 
aftonifhing prefence of mind, and, 
the greateft magnanimity. No dan- 
gers, no difficulties, no fatigues 
could deter him from the profecu- 
tion of thofe fchemes, to which he 
was prompted by his ambitien, and 
his love of fame. In attention to 
his army, to his government, and 
to the general concerns of his king- 
dom, he was probably the moft in- 
defatigable prince that ever exifted. 
Every department of government 
was under his own immediate in- 
{fpection; and the moft minute 
rticulars of national domeftic po- 
icy did not efcape his obfervation. 
And, notwithitanding the many 
faults in his character, there is the 
utmoft reafon to believe, that no 
prince then in the world employed 
fo much time and attention as Fre- 
derick did, for the laft twenty years 
of his life, in promoting the hap- 
pinefs of his fubjeéts, and the gene- 
ral profperity of his dominions, fo 
far as was confiftent with his mode 
of government, and with the main- 
tenance of hi$ own power and au- 
thority. 
«« As he was born heir to a def- 
tic monarchy, and trained up 
Som his infancy in military ideas, 
thefe circumftances ought to be 
taken into confideration in judging 
of his charaéter. a aa tang 
tafte for literature, e difti 
- guithed 
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guithed talents that he poffeffed, he 
probably have been a better 
a better » if he had 
of Voltaire. Thou 
Machiavel in his 
he appears to have 
much Machiavelian policy ; 
d, on many occafions, his con- 
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duct a to be more charac- 
serized by craft and fubtilty than 
by or true dignity of 

The cafe of baron Trenck, 


his treatment of the inhabitants of 
Saxony, and other inftances, aifo 
afford evidence of too convincing a 
nature, that he could eccionsily 
be guilty of great cruelty. 

‘* His talents as a general were 
of the very higheit order. In this 
charaéter, he was eminently diftin- 
guithed the rapidity of his 
marches, his fkill in the art of en- 
campment, and the dexterity of his 
manceuvres } by the fertility of his 
éxpedients, and his extenfive know- 

e of military fcience; and by 
the promptitude with which he 
availed himfelf, even in the heat of 
action, of every circumftance that 
could be turned to his advantage. 
He was fometimes chargeable with 
fathnefs; but it wos in thofe cafes, 
in which he had one important ob- 


Die _ 


je& in view, for the promotion 
his general defigns; and, in _ 
cafes, he facrificed the lives of his 
men with a readinefs that refletied 
no ~ te on his charaéer, 

ss gh naturally and genera}. 
ly parfimonious, he was octafion. 
ally magnificent and liberal, He 
was alfo kind to his 


they properly difcha the rok 
of their ftations ; manifefted 4 
great attachment to fome of his ge- 


nerals, and others whom he favour. 
ed with his friendfhip. His love of 
mufic accompanied him . 

life; and, except at thofe times whep 
the circumftances of war, or other 
affairs of importance, rendered it 
impracticable, he attended his con- 
certs with almoft as much uniform 
ity and exaétnefs as his mili 
reviews. His ableft mufical per 
formers were with him in the camp; 
and in his moft active and buff 
campaigns, he always devoted fome 
time to mufical ances, and 
to the pre literature. With 
all his faults, he was undoubtedly 
great king, poffeffed of very fplen- 
did qualities; and, indeed, one of 
the moft diftinguifhed and extraor- 
dinary princes, of whom the records 
of hiftory have preferved to us any 


memorial.’” 





~os 


CHARACTER or WILLIAM UL 


[From the Second Volume of Sir Jouw Dacavurre’s Menors of 
Great Briratn.] 


“ HE portrait of king Wil- 

liam is eafily drawn, be- 
saufe it confifts of three broad lines, 
dimplicity, utility, and juft pride of 
charaéter ; three qualities that com- 
pofe the character of Socrates, 


“5 - 


which whoever follows, will pat 

with “7 ,~ honour through 
ivate life. But it is a 

that fhould be much more Padi, 

examined, and imitated by men it 

public life, and above all by Britih 
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+ CHARACTER of WILLIAM fll. 


neg: for in ion as thefe 
Eirini imitarekin 2 William, in the 
expanfion of his mind to the love 
of religious toleration, that faireft 
dower of cultivated humanity * ; 
in his and fincerity to his 
in public and in private, 

his mercy to his enemies, his tem- 


to his and the warmth, 
Podinese even partiality of his 
friendfhips; in his fortitude 
againft misfortune, moderation dur- 
ity, and readinefs to take 

accident, and to 

ive way to ity in his application 
oe public bufinefs, without Sreteht 
ing fingly to direct what can be 
done with difficulty even by num- 
bers; in his yielding to parties in a 


country full: ‘of , in order to 
recover them, intend. of combating, 
and thereby lofing them for ever ; 
in his feorning to court popularity 
by his manners, when confcious that 
he could make it follow him by his 
ations; in his employing men of 
talents in -his~fervice wherever he 
could find them, even when he liked 
neither their perfons nor their prin- 
ciples ; anid even in his love of hunt- 
ing, wine, and good fellowfhip with 
his feleé frient, they will be glo- 
rious and happy. And, on the 
other hand, in proportion as they 
thall imitate the crooked politics of 
‘the firft and third prince, or the 
violent politics. of the fecond and 
meet si of the Stuart race, or 
‘the felftth and unfeeling indifference 
too common to thofe who are elé- 
vated above the reft of human kind, 
their reigns’ will ‘be inglorious to 
them, and to their people wnhap- 


“ Some malicioufly obferved up- 


{'9} 


on his death, that the horfe from 
which he fell, had been formerly the 
charger of the unfortunate fy 

ohn Fenwick, for whofe death the 

ing had been blamed. But the 
more generous remembered, and re- 
counted then, or fince, “ That to 
“king William, the firft a& of to- 
“ leration, known in the hiftory of 
we England, is due, and which wag 
“not followed by a fecond, till the 
“ reign of his prefent majefty, and 
“ the adminiftration of lord North : 
“that it was he who ereéted the 
“ bank of England; he who Reve 
*¢ wings to the public credit of Eng- 
“ land; he who eftablifhed the Eat 
* India company of England on a 
“ firm bafis; he who fettled the fa- 
a re § of Hanover on the throne 
“of England, although he knew 
“‘ well (of which T have feen certain 
“* evidence) that the firft of that fa- 
“mily, whom he deftined to the 
“ fucceffion, the electrefs Sophia, 
“was no friend to him; he who 
“ receiving much bad ufage from 


“the nation which he had faved, 
** bore it all, fteady to the great ge- 
** neral good, rae 0 ba the 
“+ injuries done to himfelf; he who, 


“when obliged to injure the rela- 
“ tions of nature, in order to fave 
“ liberty, the Proteftant religion, 
*‘ England, Holland, and all Ku- 
** rope, except France, endeavoured 
* to repair that injury by intended 
““ kindneffes to king Vabseits queen, 
and to king James’s fon ; he who, 
“¢ of the only three free nations then 
on earth, the Swifs, Dutch, and 
“‘ Englifh, faved the liberties of 
“two; he, in fine, to whom man- 
« kind owe the fingular {pettacle of 
“a monarchy, in which the mo- 


* In the difpiite in Scotland at the Revolution, whether Epifcopacy or Prefbytery 


fhould be eftab 
to Parliament, was, 


of church government they like beft. 





fhed, king William’s inftru@ion to the duke of Hamilton, his com- 
it Let my goed people of Scotland have whatever form 
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es arch derives a of 
ss nafs and fecuti “po ig ea 
«é dom of his. , which treafures 


s “aad arms cannot beftow on other 

rinees ; and that at a time when 
i whaitgiey governments are extend- 
“ ing their ftrides over eve y other 
“ part of Europe, there is itill one 


t 


. ges r left, 1n which it is worth 
while oF a man to with to 
a ive. » And, attending to events 


which immediately preceded — the 
clofe of his life, they . obferved, 
“That the Jaft treaty which he 

‘“figned, was the fecond, grand al- 
% Jiance 3 that the lait appointment 
“ which he made of a general and 
‘« anikafiador to te that alli- 
‘\once, was of the cat] of .Maribor 
si ‘ rough, becaufe he knew the fu- 
* tority of his talents for war 
* and negociation, though he liked 
“not the man, apd had received: 
“deep injuries from bjm;: that the 


f i: 


' 
: 


« Jaft charter which he was to — 


ss figned, and which was fj 


** his. fceeflor, immedia be 
“* his death, was the charter unit. 

‘* ing the two Eait India 

“into, the prefent tml re 


“the laft act of 


he ps fled, pommpinars tla 


jams Semewer fueceffion 
prellea fin. by. dnion’efone, tan 


“ the aft, meffage whieh he fent to 
“ parliament, when he was in 4 
‘* manner expiring, five days beiore 


** his death, was to. recommend ap 


A union, twice recommended by him 
'* 40 parliament before, between the 
‘““two parts of the land, which 
‘doubled the firength of bothy by 
“‘ difabling their enemits to make 
“advantage of their. diflenfions: 
** and that his laft fpeeeh: to parle 
“* ment, was one of the nobleft tha 


Sever. was “se by a Bath 


ss paner~ , . 





The LIFE and PONTIFICA'TE of GREG ORY I. 


{From the’ IVth Volume of Mr. Gixtow’s Hrstory of the Decrtss 
and Fay of the Romax Empire. ! 


HE dhait: ‘of St. Peter was 
; filled ye an reign of 
Maurice by the firit tate? of 
‘the name of Greg ory. ee is grand- 
‘father Felix had a felf been pope, 
and as the bifftops were alieady 
bound by. the law oft celibacy, | his 


confecration ‘ muft have been pre- ' 


ceded hy tite death of his wife. 
The parents ot Gregory, Sylvia, 
and Gordian, wete the noblef? ot 
the fenate and the moft pious ‘of the 
church of Rome; his temale rela- 
ions were hUmbered among. the 
taints and virgis 35 and his own fi-., 
gure with thoie of his father and 


sit 


mother were reprefe noted near three 
hundred years in a family portrait, 


‘which, he offered. to. the monaftery 


of St. Andrew... The dtGign. and 
Colouring of this picture afford an 
hofourable teftimony,, that the ast 
paintin ey’ cultivated . by the 
fi jauis of the fixth century 5, but 
e moft abject ee mutt be en- 


“tertcined -of their taffe and ‘leus- 


ings fince -the.epittles of Gregott, 
his fermons, and his dialogues, a 
the work of a magy @ was second 
ia erudition to none his contem- 


caries: his birth and ‘abilities bed 
Ae) him to the otfice-of pre 
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and he enjoved the me- 


mp and va- 
dis ample pa- 


the aty, 2m 
rt of renouncing the 
nities of this world. 
trimony was dedicated to the foun- 
dstion of feven monafterics, one in 
Rome, and fix in Sicily ; and it was 
the with. of ory that he might 
be unknown in this life, and glori- 
ous only in the next. Yet his de- 
votion, and it might be *fincere, 

ued the path which would have 

chefen by a crafty and ambi- 
tious ftatefman. ‘The talents of 
Gregory, and the fplendour which 
xcompanied his retreat, rendered 
him dear and ufeful to the church ; 
and implicit obedience has been al- 
ways inculeated as the firit duty of 
a monk, As foon as he had re- 
ceived the charafter of deacon, Gre- 
gory was fent ¢o refide at the By- 
* ¥antine court, the nuncio.or minif- 
ter of the apoftolic fee; and he 
boldly affumed, in the name of St. 
Peter, a tone of independent dig- 
rity, which would have been cri- 
minal and dangerous in the moft 
Uluftrious layman of the empire. 
He returned to Rome with a jutt 
iacreafe of reputation, and after a 
hort exercife of the monattic vir- 
tues, he was dragged from the cloy- 
fer to the papal throne, by the 
unanimous voice of the clergy, the 
fenate, and the people. He alone 
refitted, or feemed to refift,*his own 
elevation; and his kumbie petition, 
that Maurice would be pleated to 
reject the choice of the Romans, 
could only ferve to exalt his charac- 
ter in the eyes of the emperor and 
the public, When the fatal man- 
date was proclaimed, Gregory foli- 
ited the aid of fome friendly mer- 
chants to convey him in a bafket be- 
yond the gates of Rome, and mo- 
¢eftly concealed himfelf fome days 
among the woods and mountains, 
till his retreat was difcovered, as is 
Gid, by a celeftial light. 





LIFE ahd PON TIFICATE of GREGORY TI. [11) 


* The pontificate of Gregory the: 
Great, which lafted thirteen years 
fix months ‘and ten days, is one of 
the moft edifying periods of the 
hiftory of the church. His virtues, 
and even his faults, a fingular mix- 
ture of fimplicity and cunning, of 
_ and humility, of fenfe and 
uperftition, were happily fuited to 
his ftation, and to the temper of the 
times. In his rival, the patriarch 
of Conftantinople he condemned 
the anti-chriftian titk of univerfal 
bifhop, which the fucceffor of St. 
Peter was too haughty to concede, 
and too feeble to affume ; and the 
ecclefiaftical jurifdiction of Gregory 
was confined to the triple character 
of bifhop of Rome, primate of 
Italy, and apoftle of the Weft. 
He frequently afcended the pulpit, 
and kindled, by his rude though 
pathetic eloquence, the congenial 
paffions of his audience: the lan- 
guage of the Jewith prophets was 
interpreted and applied, and the 
minds of a people, depreffed by 
their prefent calamities, were di- 
rected to the hopes and fears of the 
invifibie world. His precepts and 
example defined the model of tle 
Roman liturgy ; the diftribution cf 
the pariflies, the calendar of fefti- 
vals, the order of eee ar the 
fervice of the priefts and deacons, 
the variety and change of facerdotal 
garments, ‘Till the laft days of his 
life, he officiated in the canon of 
the mafs, which continued above 
three hours; the Gregorien chant 
has preferved the vocal and inftn - 
mental mufic of the theatre, and 
the rough veices of the barbariar’s 
attempted to imitate the melody of 
the Roman fchool. Experience had 
fhewn them the efficacy of thefe fo- 
lemn and pompous rites, to fcothe 
the diftrefs, to confirm the faith, to 
mitigate the fiercenefs, and to cit- 
pel the dark enthufia‘m of the vul- 
B 3 g .t, 
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» and he readily ve their 
os Hanes to ee aewigs of 


ewer and fuperftition. The 
ifhops of Italy and the adjacent 
iflands a Hoe the Roman 


aay their {pecia] 
iff as their {pecia] metropolitan, 
ven the exiftence, the oom or 
the tranflation of epifcopal feats, 
was decided by his abfolute difcre- 
eaten dices of Groin 
reece, 0 Ny 
and of Gaul, might Bale om 
the more lofty ene oo 
ceeding e int to 
prevent the absefes of soe elec- 
tions ; his jealous care maintained 
the purity of faith and difcipline, 
and the apoftolic fhepherd aflidu- 
oufly watched over the fajth and 
difcipline of the fubordinate paftors. 
Under his reign, the Arians of Italy 
and Spain were reconciled to the 
Catholic church, and the conqueft 
of Britain reflects lefs glory on the 
name of Cefar than on that of 
Gregory I. Inftead of fix legions, 
forty monks were embarked for that 
diftant ifland, and the pontiff la- 
mented the auftere duties which 
forbade him to partake the perils of 
their {piritual warfare. In lefs than 
two years he could announce to the 
archbifhop of Alexandria, that the 
had baptifed the king of Kent with 
ten thoufand of his Anglo-Saxons, 
and that the Roman mifhonaries, 
like thofe pf the primitive church, 
were armed only with fpiritual and 
fupernatural powers, The credu- 
lity or the prudence of Gregory was 
pr a a to confirm the truths 
igion by the evidence of ghofts, 
miracles, and refurrections ; and pof- 
terity has paid to his memory the 
fame tribute, which he freely grant- 
ed to the virtue of his own or the 
preceding generation. The cclef- 
tial honours have been liberally be- 
flowed by the authority of the 


popes, but Gregory is the lait of 


their on order whom they hive 
prefumed to infcribe in the calendyy 
oo Their 

“ Their temporal 
fibly arofe from the 
the times: and the Roman bi 
who have deluged Europe and 
with blood, were compelled to reign 
as the minifters of charity and peace, 
I. The church of Rome, as it has 
been formerly obferved, was endow. 
éd with ample poffcflions in Italy, 
Sicily, and the more diftant pro. 
vinces ; and her agents, who were 
commonly fubdeacons, had acquir, 
ed a civil, and even criminal, jurif. 
diction over their tenants and hug 
bandmen, The fucceflor of St, 
Peter adminiftered his patrimony 
with the temper of a vigilant and 
moderate Sealieial and the epiffles 
of Gregory are filled with f 
inftruétions to abftain from doubt. 
ful or vexatious law-fuits ; to pre. 
ferve the integrity of weights and 
meafures ; to grant every reafon- 
able delay, and to reduce the capi 
tation of the flaves of the 
who purchafed the right of mar- 
en the = apn of an arbi- 
trary fine. The rent or the pro- 
duce of thefe eftates was tranfport- 
éd to the mouth of the Tyber, # 
the rifk and ex of the pope; 
in the ufe of wealth, he aéted li 
a faithful fteward of rn — and 
the , and liberally applied to 
pe eg the Sra daahtbe re- 
fources of abftinence and order. 
The voluminous account of his re- 
ceipts and difburfements was 
above three hundred years mt 
Lateran, as the model of Chriftisn 
ceconomy. On the four great felti- 
vals, he divided their quarterly al- 
lowance to the clergy, to his domef- 
tics, to the monafteries, the churches, 
the places of burial, the alms- 
and the hofpitals of Rome, and the 


reft of the digcefe, On the ic 


of 
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every month, he diftributed 
, according to the fea- 
ftated portion of corn, 
vegetables, oil, fith, 
provifi ns, clothes, and mo- 
and his treafurers were conti- 
fummoned to fatisfy, in his 
the extraordinary demands of 
and merit. The inftant 
the fick and helplefs, of 
ep tm relieved 
ty of each day, and of 
r; nor would the pontiff 
imfelf in a frugal repaft, 
had fent the difhes from his 
to fome objects defervin 
his “pee The mifery of 
times reduced the nobles 
matrons of Rome to accept, 
i a blufh, the benevolence of 
chyrch : three thoufand virgins 
ived their food and raiment from 
the hand of their eee and 
bifhops of Italy efcaped from 
the 1 ahedlas to the hofpitable 
threfhold of the Vatican. Gregory 
might juftly be ftyled the father of 
his country; and fuch was the ex- 
treme fenfibility of his confcience, 
that, for the death of a beggar who 
perifhed in the ftreets, he inter- 
diéted himfelf during feveral days 
from the exercife of the facerdotal 
funétions. II. The misfortunes of 
Rome involved the apoftolical paftor 
in the bufinefs of peace and war ; and 
it might be doubtful to himfelf, whe- 
or ambition pr ed him 
wtpPly the place of his abfent fove- 
feign, ory awakened the empe- 
ror from a long flumber, expofed the 
guilt or incapacity of ‘the exarch 
and his inferior minifters, complain- 
ed that the veterans were withdrawn 
Rome for the defenee of Spo- 
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leto, enco the Italians to 
guard their cities and altars; and 
condefcended, in the crifis of dan- 
ger, to name the tribunes, and to 
irect the operations of the provin- 
cial troops. But the martial fpirit 
of the pope was checked by the 
fcruples of humanity and religion : 
the impofition of tribute, though 
it was employed in the ltalian war 
he freely condemned as odious a 
oppreffive ; whilft he eéted a- 
gainft the imperial edicts, the pious 
cowardice of the foldiers who de- 
ferted a military for a monattic life. 
If we may credit his own declara- 
tions, it would have been eafy for 
Gregory to exterminate the 
bards by their domeftic factions, 
without leaving a king, a duke, or 
a count, to fave that unfortunate 
nation from the vengeance of their 
foes. As a Chriftian bifhop, he 
preferred the falutary offices of 
peace ; his mediation appeafed the 
tumult of arms; but he was too 
confcious of the arts of the Greeks, 
and the paffions of the Lombards, 
to engage his facred promife for the 
obfervance of the truce, Difap- 
pointed in the 3 of a general 
and lafting treaty, he prefumed to 
fave his country without the confent 
of the emperor or the exarch. The 
fword of the enemy was fufpended 
over Rome ; it was averted by the 
mild eloquence and feafonable gifts 
of the pontiff, who command the 
refpect of heretics and Barbarians. 
The merits of Gre were treat+ 
ed by the Byzantine court with 
reproach and infult ; but in the-at- 
tachment of a grateful R om he 
found the pureft reward of a citizen, 
and the beft right of a fovereign.” 


Bs Some 
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~ Bome ACCOUNT of the Retow of CHARLEMAGNE 


+ 


* PSHE appellation of g-ear has 
fides alors, . bet Chere 
erved, but e- 

is the only prince in whofe 

vour the title been indiffolu- 
bly blended with the name. That 
name, with the ‘addition of /aint, 
js inferted in the Roman calendar ; 
and the faint, by a rare felicity, is 


crewned with the praifes of the hif- 
forians and philofo of an en- 


lightened age. His real merit is 
doubtlefs enhanced by the barbar- 
ifm of the pation and the times from 
which he emerged: but the appa- 
rent magnitude of an object is fike. 
wife enlarged by an unequal com- 
ifon ; and the ruins of Palmyra 
ive a cafual {plendor from the 
nakednefs of the furrounding de- 
fert. Without injuftice to his fame, 
may difcern fome blemifhes in the 
fanétity and greatnefs of the reftorer 
ef the Weftern empire. Of his mo- 
ral virtues, chaftity is not the moft 
confpicuous ; but the public happi- 
{3 could not be materially injured 

y his nine wives or concubines, 
the various indulgence of meaner 
or more tranffent gmours, the mul- 
titude of his baftards whom he be- 
ftowed on the church, and the long 
celibacy and licentious manners 0 
his daughters, whom the father was 
fufj of loving with too fond a 
on. I fhall be fcarcely permit- 

ted to aceufe the ambition of a con- 
queror ; but in a day of equal re- 
tribution, the fons of his brother 
Carloman, the Merovingian princes 
ef Aquitain, aud the four thoufand 
ve hundred Saxons who were be- 
eaded on the fame fpot, would 
have fomething to alledge againtt 
the juftice and humanity of Charle- 


{From the fame Work, Vol, V.] 


magne. His treatment of the 
quithed Saxons was an abufe fo 
right of conqueft; his laws were 
not Iefs fanguinary than his ams, 
and in the difcuffion of his motives, 
whatever js fubftracted from bi 
muft be imputed to temper. The 
fedentary reader is amazed by his 
inceflant activity of mind and body; 
and his fubjeéts and enemies were 
not lefs aftonifled at his fudden 
a at the moment when they 
lieved him at the moft diftant ex. 
tremity of the empire; neither 
peace nor war, nor fummer nor 
winter, were a feafon of repole; 
and our fancy cannot eafily recon, 
cile the annals of his reign with the 
geography of his expeditions. . But 
this activity was a national rather 
than a perfonal virtue ; the v 
life is Frank was {pent te 
chace, in pilgrimage, in militay 
adventures ; and the journies of 
Charlemagne were diftinguithed on 
ly by a more numerous train anda 
more jmportant purpofe. His m- 
litary renown muft be tried by the 
fcrutiny of his troops, his enemies, 
and his aétions. Alexander con- 
uered with the arms of Philip, but 
he two heroes who preceded Charie: 
magne, agate 4 their name, 
their examples, and the Fg By 
of their vidtor‘es At the head of 
his veteran and fuperior armies, he 
oppreffed the favage or degenerate 
nations, who were incapable of con 
federating for their common fafety: 
nor did he ever encounter an 
antagonift in numbers, in diftipline, 
or in arms. ‘The fcience of war has 
been loft and revived with the arts 
of peace; but his campaigns ro 
illuftrated by any fiege oF batt ‘ 
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lar difficulty and fuccefs ; 
pn gue behold, with envy, 
the Saracen trophies of his grand- 
father. After his Spanifh expedi- 
tion, his rear-guard was defeated in 
| n mountains; and the 

whofe fituation was irre- 
trievable and whofe valour was ufes 
ifs, might accufe, with their laft 
breath, the want of fkill or caution 
of their general. I touch with re- 
yerence the laws of Charlemagne, 
fo highly applauded by a refpectable 
indge. They compofe not a fyftem, 
PF cries of occafiona] and mi- 
gute edicts, for the correction of 
abufes, the reformation of manners, 
the economy of his farms, the care 
of his poultry, and even the fale 
of his eggs. He wifhed to improve 
the laws and the character of the 
Franks ; and his attempts, however 
feeble and imperfect, are defervin 
of praife: the inveterate evils o 
the times were fufpended or molli- 
_ Ged by his government ; but in his 
inftitutions I can feldom difcover 
the general views and the immortal 
fpirit of a legiflator, who furvives 
humfelf for the benefit of pofterity. 
The unjon and ftabjlity of his em- 
pire depended on the life of a fingle 
man; Ie imitated the dangerous 
practice of dividing his kingdoms 
among his fons; and after his‘ nu- 
merous diets, the whole conftitu- 
tion was left to fluctuate between 
the diforders of anarchy and defpot- 
im. His efteem for the piety and 
knowledge of the clergy tempted 
him to entruft that afpiring order 
with temporal dominion and civil 
jwildiétion; and his fon Lewis, 
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when he was ftripped and degraded 


‘by the bifhops, might accufe, in fome 


meafure, the imprudence of his fa- 
ther. His laws enforced the impo- 
fition of tythes, becaufe the d 

had proclaimed in the air that the’ 
default of payment had been. the 
caufe of the laft fcarcity. The lite- 
rary merits of Charlemagne are at- 
tefted by the foundation of fchools, 
the introduction of arts, the works 
which were publifhed in his name, 
= ay familiar connettion oie 8 
ubje&ts and ftrangers whom he in- 
vited to his court to educate both 
the prince and people. His own 
ftudies were tardy, laborious, and 
im ; if he fpoke Latin, and 
underftood Greek, he derived the 
rudiments of knowledge from con- 
verfation rather than from books; 
and, in his mature age, the empe- 
ror {trove to acquire the practice of 
writing, which every peafant now 
learns in his infancy. ‘The gram- 
mar and logic, the mufic and aftro- 
nomy, of the times, were ey cul- 
tivated as the handmaids of fuper- 
ftition; but the curiofity of the 
human mind muft ultimately tend 
to its improvement, and the en- 
couragement of learning reflects the 
pureft and moft pleafing luitre on 
the character of Charlemagne. The 
dignity of his perfon, the length of 
his reign, the profperity of his arms, 
the vigour of his government, and 
the reverence of diftant nations, 
diftinguish him from the royal 
crowd; and Europe dates a new 
zra from his reftoration of the 
Weftern empire.” 
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The CHARACTER and PRIVATE LIFE of MAHOMET 
[From the fame Volume.} 


, 


s Ark conchufion of the life 


Mahomet, it may per- 
haps be expected, that I fhould ba- 
lavee_ his and virtues, that I 


thould. decide whether the title of 
enthufiaft or more : 
ly be agp or hsarebh sl 
roan. I been intimately con- 
verfant with the fon of | 

the tafk would ftill be difficult, a 

the fuccefs uncertain : at the diftance 
of twelve centuries, I darkly con- 
template his fhade through a cloud 
of religious incenfe; an 


rm ory I 
truly delineate portrait of an 
hour, a i ay yt be ge 
not y to the folitary 

a Hera to the preacher of 


Mecca, and to the conqueror of 
Arabia. The author of a mighty 
revolution appears to have been en- 
dowed with a pious and contempla- 
tive difpofition : fo foon as marriage 
had raifed him above the preffure 
of want, he avoided the paths of 
ambition and avarice; and till the 
age of forty, he lived with inno- 
cence, and would have died with- 
out aname. The unity of God is 
an idea moft congenial to nature 
and reafon ; and a flight converfa- 
tion with the Jews and Chriftians 
would teach him to defpife and de- 
teft the idolatry of Mecca. It was 
the duty of a man and a citizen to 
im the doétrine of falvation, to 
refcue his country from the domi- 
nion of fin and error. ‘The ener 

of a mind inceflantly bent on the 
farne object, would convert a gene- 
ral obligation into a particular call ; 
the warm fuggeftions of the under- 
ftanding, or the fancy, would be 
felt as the infpirations of heaven ; 
the labour of thought would expire 


in rapture and vifion; and the; 
ward fenfation, the invidble tk 
tor, would be defcribed with the 
form and attributes of an é 
God. From enthufiafn to j 
ture, the ftep is perilous and 
pery ; the damon of Socrates 

a memorable inftance, how a wife 


man may deceive himfelf, how, 


ood man may deceive others, how 
the confcience may flumber in a 
mixed and middle ftate between felf. 
illufion and voluntary fraud. Cha. 
rity may believe that the ari 
motives of Mahomet were of 
pure and genuine benevolence ; but 
a human miffionary is inca of 
cherifhing the obftinate un 
who reject his claims, 4 his 
arguments, and perfecute his life; 
he might forgive his perfonal ad- 
verfaries, he may lawfully hate the 
enemies of God ; the ftern 
of pride and revenge were kindled 
in : bofom of Mahon, so 
fighed, like the et i 
for the dcitrabtcn of the rebels 
whom he had condemned, The 
injuftice of Mecca, and the choie 
of Medina, transformed the citizen 
into a prince, the humble preacher 
into the leader of armies ; but his 
fword was confecrated by the exam- 

le of the faints; and the fame 
God who afflicts a finful world with 
peftilence and earthquakes, might 
infpire for their converfion or chaf- 
tifement the valour of his fervants. 
In the exercife of political 
ment, he was compelled to a 
the ftern rigour of fanaticifm, to 
comply in fome meafure with 


—— and paffions of his fol 
0 


wers, and to employ even the 


vices of mankind as the inftrumen” 


ee ee 














of their: falvation. The ufe of 
fraud and , of cruelty and 
injuftice, were often fubfervient to 
the propagation of the faith; and 
Mahomet commanded or approved 
the affaffination of the Jews and ido- 
laters who had efcaped from the 
field of battle. By the repetition 
of fach a€ts, the cherader of Ma- 
homet muft have been gradual! 
fiained ; and the — of “ 
pernicious habits wou r 
ted by the Btice of the 
and focial virtues which 
are neceflary to maintain the repu- 
tation of a prophet ~— his fe-- 
taries and friends. Of his iaft years, 
ambition was the ruling paffion ; 
and 2 politician will fufpect, that he 
feeretly fmiled (the victorious im- 
!) at the enthufiafin of his 
and the credulity of his pro- 
A philofopher will obferve, 
that their credulity and his fuccefs, 
would tend more ftrongly to fortify 
the aflurance of his divine miffion, 
that his intereft and religion were 
bly connected, and that his 


ience would be foothed by the * 


n, that he alone was ab- 

ved bY the Deity from the obli- 
= pofitive and mora] laws. 
f he retained any veftige of his na- 
tive innocence, the fins of Mahomet 
may be allowed as an evidence of 
his fincerity. In the fupport of 
truth, the arts of fraud and fiction 
may be deemed lefs criminal ; and 
he would have ftarted at the foul- 
nefs of the means, had he not been 
fatisfied of the importance and juf- 
tice of the end. Even in a cén- 
queror or a prieft, I can furprife a 
word or action of unaffeéted huma- 
nity; and the decree of Mahomet, 
in the fale of captives, the 
mothers fhould never be feparated 
from their children, may fufpend 
or moderate the cenfure of the hif- 


torign, 
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delle good er of “Sager 
ited the pomp of royalty: the 
apofile of God “fabeninted "te the 
menial offices of the family: he 
kindled the fire, fwept the floor, 
milked the ewes, and mended with 
his- own hands his fhoes and his 
woollen garments. Difdaining the 
penance and merit of an hermit, he 
obferved without effort or vanity 

the abftemious diet of an Arab and 
a foldier. On folemn occafions he 
feafted his companions with ruftic 
and hofpitable plenty; but in his 
domeftic life, many weeks would 
elapfe without a fire being kindled 
on the hearth of the et. The 
interdiction of wine was confirmed 
by his example ;_ his was, 
appeafed with a iparing allowance 
of barley-bread; he delighted in 
the tafte of milk and honey: but 
his ordinary food confifted of dates 
and water. Perfumes and women 
were the two fenfual enjoyments 
which his nature required and his 
religion did not forbid : and Maho- 


met affirmed, that the fervour of 


his devotion was increafed by thefe 
innocent pleafures. “The heat of 
the climate inflames the hlood of 
the Arats; and their lt! idinous 
complexion has been noticed by the 
writers of antiquity. ‘Their incon- 
tinence was regulated by the civil 
and religious laws of the Koran : 
their inceftuous allicnces were blam- 
ed, the boundlefs licence of poly- 
gamy was reduced to four legiti- 
mate wives or concubines; their 
rights both of bed and of dowry, 
were equitably determined; the 
freedom of divorce was difcouraged, 
adultery was condemned as a capi- 
tal offence, and fornication, in e¢i- 
ther fex, was punifhed with an hun- 
dred ftripes. Such were the calm 
and rational precepts of the legif- 
lator: but in his private conduc, 
Mahomet indulged the — 
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Coutts 
of a . 1A fpecial revelation 
Shipeneh bien from the laws which 
he had i on his nation; the 
female fex without referve; was a- 


-_—————ee- 


— to his defires; and this 
ingular prerovative excited 

vy rather than the rhs 
veneration rather than the 


the 
the deveut Muffulmans.” okt 





CHARACTER and MERITS of TIMOUR, 


[From the Sixth Volume of the fame Work. ] 


“ HE fame of Timour, has 
' the Eaft and 
Weft ; his pofterity is ftill invefted 
with the i ial title ; and the ad- 
miration of his fubjects, who re- 
vered him veene as a deity, may - 
puftified in degree by the praife 
eae of his bieerellane 
mies. Although he was lame of an 
hand or foot, his form and ftature 
were not unworthy of his rank ; 
and ‘his vigorous health, fo eflen- 
tial to himfelf and to the world, 
was corroborated by temperance 
and exercife. In his familiar dif- 
courfe he was grave and modcft, 
and if he was ignorant of the Ara- 
bic language, he {poke with fluency 
and elegance the Perfianand Turkiih 
idioms. It was his delight to can- 
verfe with the learned on topics of 
hiftory and fcience ; and the amufe- 
ment of his leifure hours was the 
game of chefs, which he improved 
or corrupted with new refinements. 
In his religion, he was a zealous, 
though not perhaps an orthodox, 
Mufulman; but his found under- 
ftanding may tempt us to believe, 
that a fuperftitious. reverence for 
omens and prophecies, for f ints 
and aftrologers, was only afizéted 
as an inftrument of policy. In the 
grrenee of a vait empire he 
ood alone and abfolute, without a 
rebel to oppofe his power, a favour- 
ite to feduce his affections, or a mi- 
nafter to miflead his judgment. It 


was his firmeft maxim, that wha, 
ever might be the confequence; the 
word of the prince fhould never be 
difputed or recalled ; but his fox 
have malicioufly obferved, that the 
commands of anger and deftru@iog 
were more ftrictly executed than 
thofe of beneficence and favour, 
His fons and grandfons, of whom 
Timour left fix-and-thirty at his 
deceafe, were his firft and mof 
fubmiffive fubjeéts ; and whenever 
they deviated from their duty, they 
were corrected, according to the 
laws of Zingis, with the baftonade, 
and afterwards reftored to honour 
and command. Perhaps his heart 
was not devoid of the focial virtues; 
a he was not incapable of 
oving his friends and pardoning 
his enemics; but the mules of mo- 


rality are founded on the Fas 
intereft ; and it may be fufhid 
to applaud tae wifdom of a moe 
narch, for the liberality by which 
he is not impoverifled, and for the 
juftice by which he is ftrengthened 
and enriched. To maintain the 
harmony of authority and obed- 
ence, to chaftife the proud, to pro 
tect the weak, to rewerd the de 
ferving, to banifh vice and idle 
nefs from his dominions, to fecure 
the traveller and merchant, to ft 
ftrain the depredations of the fol- 
dier, to cherifh* the labours of the 
hufbandman, to encourage 

try and learning, and, by an a 
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ad moderate afleflment, to increafe 
ea without increafing the 
taxes, are indeed the duties of a 
prince 5, but, in the difcharge of 
ynefe duties, he finds an — and 
immediate recompenfe. ‘Timour 
might boaft, that at his acceffion tothe 
throne, Afia was the prey of anar- 
cw and rapine, whilft under his 
, monarchy a child, fear- 
gid unhurt, might carry a purfe 

of gold from the eaft .to the weit, 
Sah washis confidence of merit, that 
from this reformation he derived 
gn excuife for bis viétories; and a 
title to univerfal dominidn. ‘The 
fout ' following ‘ obfervations will 
ferve to apprécrate his claim to the 
oe gratitude ; and perhaps we 
conclude, that the mogul em- 


was rather the feourge than 
fhe b benefactor of mankind. +. If 


fome partial diforders, fome loc:] 
ego were héaled by the fword 
Timovr, the seinedly was” far 
more pernicious than the difeafe. 
By their rapine, cruelty, and dif- 
cord, the petty tyrants of Perfia 
might afflict their futijeéts; brit 
whole nations were crufhed under 
the f of the reformer. The 
und which’ had’ been otcupied 
flourifhing cities, was-often mark- 
‘ed by his abomiddble trophies, by 
» Or pyfamids,’ of human 

heads. rend abene Denes 
‘Ifp a , Aleppo, Damaf- 
mi Bourfs, S:tyrna Tn a thou- 
fan’ others, were ed, or burnt, 
> iby defiréyed, in his prefence, 
is troops ¢ and perheps his 
conftience would ‘have been ftartled, 
if a prieft or j er had dared 
to number the millioris of victims 
whom he ~ facrificed to the efta- 
: t of peice and order. 2. 
His moft deftructive wars were ra- 
inroads thrn conquefts. He 


invaded Turkeftan, Kipgak, Rufha, 
tan, Syria, Anatélia; Armeé- 
8 
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nia, and Georgia, without .a he 
or a defire of preferving thofe di- 
ftant. provinces, From. thence he 
we ents laden with tpoi} ; but he 
left behind him neither troaps to 
awe the contumacious, nor magi- 
ftrates to protect the obedient, na- 
tives. When he had broken the 
fabric of their ancient government, 
he abandoned them to the evils 
wiiich his invafion had: avated 
or onufed , nor were, d fe ar 
compenfated by any prefent or pof- 
fible’ benefits. : The kingdoms 
of Tranfoxiana and Perita fen the 
‘proper field whieh hé laboured to 
cultivate and adorn, as the 
‘tual inheritance of his family.’ But 
his peaceful labours were often in- 
terrupted, and fometimes blafted, 
‘bv the abfence: of «the ee 
While he triumphed on the Volga 
or ‘the Ganges, his fefvants, and 
even his fons, fc their maftér 
and their duty.’ The public and 
private injuries were poorly redreff- 
ed by the tardy rigour of enquiry 
and punifiment ; and we muft be 
content to praife the inftitutions of 
‘Timour, «as the {pecious ides of a 
perfect monarchy. 4: Whatfoever 
thight be the bléeffings of his admi- 
niftration, they evaporated with his 
‘life. To reign, rather than to Zo- 
‘vérn; was the ambition of his chil- 
dren and grand-children ;_ the ene- 
mies of each other and of the peo- 
ple. A fragment of the empire was 
upheld with fome glory by Sha- 
‘fokh his youngeft fon ; but after his 
deceafe, the feene was again involved 
in darknefs and blood; and before 
the'end of a century, ‘Tranfoxiana 
‘and Perfia were trampled by the 
Usbeks from the “north, and the 
Turkmans of the black and white 
fheep. The race of Timout would 
have’been extinét, if am hero, his 
‘defcendant in the fifth degree, had 
not fled before the-Uzbek aries tw 
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the conqueft of se gg 
fucceffors t moguls) ex- 
tended t deny fr0en the moun- 


tains of ‘to Comorin, 
and from “to the gulf of 
Since the reign of Aurung:- 


aebe, theit empire has been diffolv- 


&c. ‘of Dr. LARDNER. 


ed; their! treafares of 

been rifled by a Perken eae 
and the richeft of their kingdom 4 
now pofleifed by a com 
Chriftian merchants, of aye 
ifland in the Northern ocean,” 
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SKETCH of the LIFE and WRITINGS of Dr. LARDNER 


From Dr. Kipris’s Life of Dr. Lanpner, prefixed to the new Edit 
, of his Works. } Hitieg 


“ R, Nathaniel Lardner was 
born at Hawkherit, in the 
county of Kent, on the 6th of June, 
21684. His father, Mr. Richatd 
Landaet, wWas.a minifter of ref 
able character among the prote 
diflenters,, and, for a confiderable 
number of years, paitor of a ctin- 
gregation at Deal ; but whether he 
was in that fituation at the time of 
his fon’s birth does not appear: 
; as the toleration act had 
not then taken place, he might not 
as yet have become a fettled preach- 
er. The mother of our author 
was the daughter of a Mr. Collier, 
formerly of the borough of South- 
wark, who afterwards retired 
to Hawkherft, which is a large vil- 
lage, fouth of Cranbrook, and ly- 
ing in that part of Kent which 
borders upon Suffex. It was pro- 
bably at his grandfather’s houfe 
that young Lardner was born. 


Where he received his sage 
education, cannot now be afcertain- 


ed, though it is fuppofed, from his 
father’s refidence Ie . that it 
might be at that place. Wherever 
it was, there can be no doubt, from 
-the literature which he afterwards 
~ 3 py te 

io ° 
the learned Desththe 


grammar-fchool he was removed to i 


a diffenting academy in London, un- - 


der the care of the. reverend Dp 
ofhua Oldfield. Here, however, 
e muft have continued but a very 
little time; for in. the latter endef 
1699, being then only in the fix 
teenth year of his age, he was fer 
to profecute his ftudies at Utrech, 
under the profeflors D’Uries, Gra- 
vius, and Burman, names.of no 
fmall celebrity in the literary world, 
Under fuch tutors, Me. 
made a fuitable improvement in ve 
rious branches of ing ; and ie 
brought back with him a teltime 
nial from profeffor Burman, to tha 
rpofe.”’ 

“ After {pending fomewhat more 
than three years at. Utrecht, Me 
Lardner removed to Leyden, wher 
he ftudied about fix months. Ja 
1703, he returned. to -England, in 
company. with Mr. .Toyokins and 
Mr. Neale; and from that time ® 
the year 1709, we have no meme 
rials concerning him. This {pax 

by him at bs 
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’s ftudies three years, he 
ed him in an excurfion 
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and the United Provinces, 


four months. From 
Mr. Lardner k 
, it he Ao that - 
e the opportunity it af- 
of “making =a and 
bfervations on the man- 
ftoms of the inhabitants 
faw and vifited, and on 
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through which he es 
long he {uftained the {pecific 
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SKETCH’ of the LIFE, &. of Dr. LARDNER. [3:] 


ah agreeable on@, a 


, the Auftrian Nether- efteem 


and curiofities of the on 


charaéter of tutor to young Mr. 
ppese 5 but he 
continued in go Powe family 
- rh reat happened in 
¢ beginning A 17Zis 
this event, he was Slebved Caea't 
fituation which deems to have been 
was thrown 
into circumftances of fome perplex- 
ity and fufpente.” | 
“Tt r no honour the 
diffenters, that a man of ‘fuch merit 
t in 


 Treby, does not a 


fhould fo ‘long have a. 

But it dle be: 

elections whicl?¥ ‘are’ 

thé “whole body of & 

a ‘regard will ufually be 

only to inter enna ‘ 

ternal ions; ° not pi 

ab bl ia Mr. ‘Lardner, pret 

his belt days, Hye ah y- 

elocution ; “and his fynple miode of 

compofition was not ¢alculated to 

ftrike ‘the multi¢udé) Rational 
hing had nét then tiade a 

enfive “among the di 
fenters ; and it'4s to ‘be lamented, 
that, when it became more 
Pnafe fhould too See at ined 

etiergy and pathos. 

“Two years aftet the death af 
lady Treby, Mr. Lardner met with 
another calamity which: greatly af- 
feéted him. is was the deceafe 
of his former pupil, Brindley Tre- 
by, ef: a gentleman for whom our 
author had the higheft affettion and 

. ‘Indeed, he felt fo deeply 
the lofs ‘of his friend, that he tm- 
‘puted'to it, in part, the’ jncreafe of 
a deafnefs, which had been coming 
upon him for fome time before.” 

* Previoufly to this account of 
himfelf, and at leaft as early as 172%, 
Mr. Lardner was er in con- 
junction with a number of minifters, 
in ing on a courfe of lectures, 

Tiefday evening, at the Old 


» not 
t to eX~ 


7 ee thls time, ond tasdeud Serna 
yoars 


adore SKETCH of the LIFB, &c. of Dr. LARDNER, 
; was probably Jaid of his grest wot, 


y even; 
Se in 


pas she pram at every, imeet: 


aoe queftions, to be 
See 


y debated ; befide 
nn in his turn, 


on fome learned and 


or ce enei i Rs Such. in- 
ftitutions, ha) 


vice 10 the,repabli 


portant di 


of eminent, fer- 
ic of literature: 
ven. vote to many im- 





« In one of the fchemes bie 
‘Tuefday ca lecture, 
eferved.in the Memoirs of - 
ife and Writings of Dr. Lardner, 
the fubjects are entirely of a -prac- 
tital and moral nature, and admi- 
rably calculated for inftruckion and 
ovement in that views), But 
des treating upon. fubjects. of 
of this kind, the gentlemen..who 
carried on the lecture, preached a 
caurfe of - fermons on. ;the evi 
of natural and revealed a4 echgions In 


this courfe,. the 

bility of, the, poe hiftory was af- 
figned to Mr. Lardner; and in the 
‘latter end of the year.1723, aud 
the beginning of 1724, he delivered 
three ~— on that moft impor- 
tant obje€t of Chriftian enquiry. 


Here it was, that the foun ation 


Certain it: is, that. from ae 


he was d ently en tne 
ting ae of hee Credibi rs 
His modetty 


however, was 
that he*was doulgtful. about = fn 
lication of it, and Breatly regretted 
tte vi by me ane of his 
friend an r. Tre 
was pHa of h his) advice, nS 
ud other oecafions, It js 
evident how much Mr, Treby had 
pecsera by the inftructions which 
d been given him, fince his tutor 
could thus’ logk ~! to him for hig 
Opinion and affifta 
“6 Notwith tandimg Mr. Lard. 
net's dithidence, he took courage to 
ux his uadestaking, Ang in 
‘ebruary ,4927»- publithed, in two 
volumes, oétayo, the firtt part. of 
1,Phe Credibijity of. the Gofpe 
“4 Hittory ; Ors the, Facts OCCASION- 
‘CALLY mentioned in the New 
6 ‘Feftament confirmed by Pafaga 


ry “of .ancient,.Authors, who were 


és ‘contemporary, with our Saviour 
‘Cor his Apatties, . or ane 
§* their Time.’? An Appendix 
fubjoined, concerning yen 
Herod’s death, ,,:1f, is, a 
ceflary to: fay-. how ‘well this work 
em kecxiva bythe learned world, 
ot only was.it highly approyedol 
by the p rotedtadt” dilfenteriy wita 
whom the author was more imate 
diately conir-cted, but by ‘a 
in general of the *fRablifed 
and its reputation gradually extend: 
ed into: ales countries.» It is 
indeed, an invaluable performanca 
and hath.rendered. the moft.¢icr 
tial fervice-te.the caufe of 
anity. ,Whoeyer,perufes thiswerk 


(and to him -that.-loes not 

it, it will:be to his own lot), # 
find it replete with carey 
ftru€tion, found learnings 

and candid criticifm. ee 
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before a fecond edition was 


mid for, and 2 third was publifh- 
es tathe beginnin of February, 


e courfe of Mr. Lardner’s 
ps shied interrupted, and his life 
by the aye of Ah, ne 
whith proved of long 
pte For di time his 
recovery Was oa of by his re- 
tations and friends ; but he was re- 
lieved, and; at length, happily re- 
frored to health, by the divine bleff- 
ing on the prefcriptions of Dr. (af- 
terward fir Edward) Hulfe, who 
was called in to confult with the 
other phyficians.”’ 

« With all Mr. Lardner’s merit, 
he was forty-five years of age be- 
fore he obtained a fettlement among 
the difenters. On the : sth of o 
cut, 172", he happened to preac 
AD scierend FE: Willian, Har- 
rig at Crouched-fryers ; and ‘the 
confequence of it was, that he was 
unexpectedly invited by the congre- 
gation to be affiftant to their minif- 
ter. After mature deliberation he’ 
acepted the offer, which, as he de- 
dared in his letter of acceptance, 
was peculiarly agreeable to him, 
becaufe it allotted him a part of 
fervice, in the work of the gofpel, 
with their honoured paftor, for 
whom he had entertained, from his 
early youth, a high regard and 
efteem,’’ 

_“ The religious world was at this 
‘ime engaged in an important con- 
troverfy, relative to the Chriftian 
revelation. That of which I am 
ieaking had been begun by Mr. 
colfton, who, perhaps, was ra» 
ther an enthufiaft and a madman 
than an infidel. By reading Ori- 
a and other myftical writers, he 
been led to embrace the alle- 


mode of explaining the 


tated to a moft ‘ eng e 
1788. 


extravagant and 
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and ridiculous excefS. After feveral 
abfurd publications, he contended, 
in a tract, intitled, “ The Mode- 
“‘ rator between an Infidel and ani 
“ Apoftate,”” to which two Supple 
ments were added, that the mira- 
cles of our Lord Were not real, of 
ever actually ‘wrought.’ For this 
work a ees Se §was commenced 
againft him, ‘in vba _ bythe attor-' 
ney-general}' bitt, Ta ‘Gdhfequence 
of Mr. Whifton’s | int ny it 
was laid afide. ‘Mr. Woolftdn was 
not induced by. ‘this “nditeence to’ 
continue in filence. He purfued 
the fubject through the years 172>, 
1728, 1729,, and 17306, in fix dif- 
courfes, and two‘ defences of them ; 
in which he ‘not’ only maintained 
the fame principles he had done in 
his «¢ Moderator,” but tréated the 
miracles of our Saviour with a licen. 
tiowfnefs, buffoonery, “and info- 
lence, that had ‘all'the appearance, 
if not the reality, of malignant in- 
fidelity. “Thé  profecution, there- 
fore, was renewed againtt him ; and, 
being tried before lord’chief-juftice 
Raymond, he ‘was’ condemned in 
one year’s imprifonment, and a fine 
of a hundred ‘pounds. 

«“ A far better method of confut- 
ing Mr. Woolfton was adopted by 
many learned divines ‘at ‘that pe- 
riod. The pamphlets written a- 
gainft hin were, indeed, very nu- 
merous ; and among the reft of the 
defenders of Revelation, Mr. Lard- 
ner appeared to no finall advantage. 
His work upon this occafion, which 
was publifhed in the latter end of 
the year 1729, was intitled, **A 
‘Vindication of ‘Three of our 
“‘bleffed Saviour’s Miracles, viz. 
“ The Raifing of Jairus’s Daugh- 
“ter, the Widow of Naim’s Son, 
“and Lazarus.”” It was in anfwer 
to the objections of Mr. Woolfton’s 
fifth difcourfe, that this piece was 
compofed. Mr. Lardner had drawn 

Cc hs 
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it up for his own private fatisfac- 
tion, without any immediate view 
a gm fers tne be 3 
was a time 1 
not think of printing it, becaufe his 
ey Dr. Ha bad fubjoined 
: on 
in 









reafonable- 


his ion. His vindication was 
Jy one of the beft trea- 
tifes _appeared in the contro- 
verfy with " fegem ; Lases it 
is no exaggeration. to fay, that. it 
abounds with admirable and judi- 
cious 0 ions, and contains a 
one defence of three of the 
moft i : of our Lord’s, mi- 
racles. ingly, it was very 
favourably received by the learned 
world, and fOen came to a fecond 
edition. 

so wa Lardner rh ae pod 
thofe who oy the - 
cution which as carried on againft 
Mr. Woolfton by the civil, magi- 
ftrate. In his. e, therefore, 
he has made fome excellent remarks 
on the fubject of free enquiry and 
difcufion, If men be permitted to 
deliver their fentiments freely: in 
matters of religion, and to propofe 
their objeftions againft Chriftiani- 
ty itfelf, he declares it to be his 
opinion, that there would be no 
reafon to be in pain for the event. 
* On the fide of Chriftianity,’’ fays 
he, “I expect to fee, as hitherto, 
“« the rag thare of learning, 
‘* good fenfe, true wit, and fairnets 
‘of difputation ; which things, I 
‘‘ hope, will be fuperior to low ri- 
** dicule, falfe argument, and mif- 
** veprefentation.”’ He farther ob- 
ferves, ** that all force on the minds 
** of men, in the matters of belief, 
“is contrary to religion in general, 


and the Chriftian religion ; 
cular; and that Ravertiy art pe 
doing good, hes always done hom 


Dr, Waddington, at that time }; 
thop of Chichefter, who oust bi 
afed with the whole of i 


. 


nly vindication of the three 
miracles, was not equally {yi 
with his preface, and, thong 
wrote to him upon the fubjeé.” 

* Another correfj ocra. 
fioned ty the vindication of the 
‘Three Miracies, was the lord vif. 
count Barrington; who had made 
fome remarks, and fuggefted fome 

concerning the death of 
Jairus’s daughter.”’ 

‘* His lordthip, who poffefied 2 
very enlightened mind on the {ub- 
jet of & eee liberty, highly ap. 
proved of Mr. Lardner’s preface ; 
and the approbation of fo good 3 
judge was received by our author 
wi uliar fatisfachon.” 

“Though Mr. Lardner’s tim 
was chiefly employed in his preps- 
rations for the pulpit, and in car- 
rying on his great work, he, ne- 
verthelefs, found leifure to write 
other occafional pieces, befides his 
vindication of the three miracles. 
In 1730, he fent a letter to Mr. 
Larache, to be wmierted in his Li- 
te Journal, a periodical work, 
which, befides giving an account o! 
books, admizted {hort origina) com- 
munications, confifting of critic! 
difquifitions and differtations. The 
fubject af the letter was a difficulty 
concerning the omiffion of the hit 
tory of our Saviour’s afcenfion, 6 
the gofpels of St. Matthew and St. 
{obn, though it is related by 5 

ark and St. sae oie 

“In 1733, appeared the 
lume of bs forend part of “ The 


“ Credibility af the Gofpel Hi- 
“tory; or the princtra Fats a 
«“ the New Teftament co 
“ Paflages from ancient — 


Ow 
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u were contempor: ry with our 
— or his Apattles or lived 
«pear their rong" ' It was Mr. 
Lardner’s ori inal intention not to 
publith a an of the evidence for 
the principal facts of the New Tef- 
tashent, until the whole work was 
completed. But he was diverted 
from this purpofe by the importu- 
nities of his friends. He could have 
withed, however, to have exhibited 
at once the whole evidence of the 
two firft centuries of Chriftianity ; 
but he thought it expedient to break 
off fooner, that he might not ren- 
der the volume of an inconvenient 
fie, Our author took this oppar- 
tunity of exprefling his gratitude 
forthe favourable reception which 
had been given to the former part 
of his work. Befides its being uni- 
verfally well received at home, it was 
fo much approved abroad, that it 
was tranflated by two learned fo- 
reigners; by Mr. Cornelius Wef- 
terbaen of Utrecht, into Low Dutch, 
and by Mr. J. Chriftopher Wolff, 
of Hamburgh, into Latin.’’ 

“ The teftimonies produced and 
confidered, in the firft volume of 
the fecond part of the Credibility, 
were thofe of St. Barnabas, St. 
Clement, Hermas, St. Ignatius, St. 
Polycarp, Papias, Juftin Martyr, 
Dionyfius of Corinth, Tatian, He- 
gelippus, Melito, St. Irenzeus, and 
Athenagoras. Our author has alfo 
treated on a fragment called St. 
Ciement’s Second Epiftle, the Re- 
lation of St, Polycarp’s Martyr- 
dom, the Rrengnie in the reign 
of Trajan, the Epiftle to Diognetus, 
and the Epiftle of the Churches of 

emme and Lyons. In the Intro- 
— he hath given an admir- 

umma 
New 9 i ana hiftory of the 

“In 1735, was publifhed the fe- 

cond volume of the fecond part of 
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the Credibility of the Gofpel Hif 
tory. The fubjects of this volume 
were, Miltiades, Theophilus of Ans 
tioch, Pantanus, St. Clement of 
Alexandria, Polycrates, Heraclitus, 
and feveral other writers near the 
end of the fecond century; Hermiasy 
Serapion, Tertullian, a number of 
authors who required only to be 
fhortly mentioned, and certain fups 
pofititious writings of the fecond 
céntury; fuch as, the A&ts of Paul 
and Thecla, the Sibylline Oracles, 
the Teftaments of the twelve Pa- 
triarchs, the Recognitioris, thy Clee 
mentine Homilies, and the Clemen- 
tine Epitome. Among thefe dif- 
ferent articles, thofe which relate to 
St. Clement of Alexandria and Ter- 
tullian, are liarly important, 
and the remarks on the a. 
works are very curious and ufeful. 
The farther Mr. Lardner proceeded 
in his defign, the more did he ads 
vance in efteem and reputation a- 
mong learned men of all denomi- 
nations. Even the adverfaries to 
religion could not withhold their 
teftimony to his merit.”’ 

“Tn a 1736, our atte 
thor was attacked by anoaher fevere 
and dangerous: fever. The effects 
of it were fuch that he did not re- 
cover his health, fo far as to be able 
to preach, till late in the {pring of 
1737. In that year he publifhed 
his ‘* Counfels of Prudence for the 
‘‘ ufe of young people ; a difcourfe 
‘¢ on the wifdom of the Serpent, and 
‘the innocence of the Dove: in 
“‘ which are recommended general 
‘ rules of prudence ; with particular 
“ directions relating to bufinefs, 
“ converfation, friendtbip, and ufe- 
“ fulnefs.”’? This diftourfe was ge- 
nerally and juftly admired. Indeed, 
it contains moft excellent advice to 


oun fons; advice refulting 
en ae ailte of wifdom, inte- 
; C2 


Eritys 
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and knowledge of the world; and 
which, if followed, would be the 
beft foundation of happinefs, both 
here and hereafter. 1 from the 
mention of this diftourfe, any fin- 
gle youth thould be engaged fo to 
attend to the dire¢tions it contains, 
as to reduce them to practice, the 

fent life of Dr. Lardner will 

ve been written to a moit valu- 
able purpofe. 

“ Dr. Secker, bifhop of Oxford, 
was highly pleafed with the Coun- 
fels of Prudence. In a letter to our 
author, he exprefles himfelf in the 
following terms: “ 1 am alfo in 
‘your debt for thofe excellent 
** Counfels of Prudence, which you 
 publifhed fome time ago, and 
* would recommend it to you,. to 
** relieve yourfelf now and then 
“from your. great work, and ob- 
* lige the world with fome of thefe 
* little pieces. One would ho 
“they might do a great deal of 
** good in it, and I am fure, there 
is great need of doing every thing 
“that.can be’ cone te promote fe- 
‘riouinefs and mildnefs among 
“ men.’ 7 

“In .1938, Mr. Lardner was 
enabled to give to the world the 
third volume of the fecond part of 
the Credibility. « ‘This volume car- 
ried the evidence down to the year 
233, and included Minutius Felix, 
Apollonius, Caius and others, Af- 
terius Urbanus, St. Alexander bi- 
fhop of Jerufalem, St. Hippolitus, 
Ammonius, Julius Africanus, Ori- 
gen, and St. Fermilian. Some of 
thefe articles are of great confe- 
quence, and I need not inform my 
readers that this muft be peculiarly 
the cafe with refpect to the account 
of Ongen. 

«* Our author, in the fame year, 
drew up a paper, containing “ Re- 
“ marks wpon fome Difficulties con- 
“ cerning the Chriftian Doétrine.”’ 
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Thefe remarks were in anfwer to 4 
friend, who had made certain ob. 
jeétions to the excellence and ufe. 
fulnefs of feveral of the precepts of 
our holy religion. Mr. Lardner’s 
paper, which is inferted in the Ap 
pendix, difplays his cuftomary good 
fenfe, and fagacity of obfervation, 

“In «730, there was only one 
publication by our author, which 
was intitled, “ A Caution againg 
“ Conformity to this World.) Ip 
confitted of two difcourfes, which 
had been preached from Rom. xii, 
2. and which may juftly be confi 
dered as a fequel to the Countels of 
Prudence. ‘The direétions and cay- 
tions given in thefe fermons will be 
found ufeful at all times; andan 
attention to them would be highly 
feafonable at prefent ; when, with- 
out indulging to fatirical refleétions 
upon the age, it may too truly be 
aflerted, that the intluence of gene. 
ral cuftom and fafhion is not always 
favourable to thofe difpofitions and 
habits which are recommended by 
wifdom, piety, and virtue. 

“ Karly in January, 1740, 4 
peared the fourth volume of the fe- 
cond part of the Credibility. Our 
author began this volume with an 
account of the various writers of 
lefs note in the former part of the 
third.century, and then proceeded 
to the confideration of Noetus, and 
others, who were called heretics at 
that period ; fuch as the Valefians, 
the Angelics, the Apoftolics, and 
the Origenifts. But the volume 
was chiefly devoted to St. Gregory, 
bifhop of Neocafaria ; Dionyfius 
bifhop of Alexandria; and St. A 
prian, — of Carthage. 
two laft articles are very copious and 
curious.”’ 

“It was not till the year 1743 
that Mr. Lardner was enabled to 
give to the public the fifth volume 
of the fecond part of the C “4 


ity. 
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. This volume comprehended 
Cornelius and St. Lucius, bi- 
fhops of Rome, Novatius, Diony- 
fius bithop of Rome, Commodian, 
Malchion, Anatolius and three o- 
thers, bithops of Laodicea, Theog- 
noftus, Theonas bithop of Alexan- 
dria, Pierius pretbyter of the church 
of the fame city, two Doritheufes, 
Vi@orinus bifhop of Pettaw, Me- 
thodius, bifhop of Olympts in Ly- 
cia, Lucian prefbyter of Antioch, 
Hefychius bithop in Egypt, Pam- 
ius prefbyter of Caefarea, Phi- 
bithop of Thmuis in Egypt, 
Philoromus receiver-general at A- 
lexandria, Peter bifhop of Alexan- 
dria, and the Miletians. In an ad- 
vertifement prefixed to the volume, 
our author expreffes his apprehen- 
fions that fome perfons might be 
ready to charge him with prolixity 
in the conduct of his undertaking. 
But he hath offered fuch reafons tor 
the method he has purfued, as will 
fatisfy every refleting mind.” 

“ In the fame year the world was 
indebted to Mr. Lardner for another 
valuable pertormance, the title of 
which was, ** The Circumftances of 
“the Jewith People an Argument 
“for the Truth of the Chriftian Re- 
*ligion.” It confifts of three dif- 
courfes on Rom, xi. 11. in which 
the grand points infifted upon by 
our author, and maintained with 
great peripicuity and fuecefs, are, 
that the prefent ftate of the Jews 
was foretold by our Lord; that it 
agreeable to many prophecies in 
the Old feftament ; that it affords 
reafon to believe that the Metiiah 
is already come; that it furnifhes 
an argument for the divine author- 
ity of the gofpel ; and that it ex- 
lubits an atteftation to divers things, 
upon which fome evjdences of 
Curiftianity depend.” 

“Inir4s, Mr. Lardner favour- 
ed the public with another volume 


ez 
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of his great work, being the fixth 
of the fecond part. Excepting one 
chapter, relative to Archelaus bi- 
fhop in Mefopotamia, the whole 
volume was devoted to the Mani- 
chees ; and the account is eminent. 
ly curious and inftructive. When 
our author began his work, he de- 
clined writing the hiftory of the he- 
retics of the two firft centuries, be- 
caufe of the difficulty of the fub- 
jet, and for fome other reafons ; 
not intending to omit it entirely, 
but deferring it till another oppor 
tunity. But when he came lower, 
thefe reafons no longer operated ; 
and, therefore, from the beginning 
of the fourth volume, he intro- 
duced, as occafion offered, a num- 
ber of writers who were deemed 
heretical, and whofe teftimonies 
contributed to his main defign.”’ 

“« Tt was in the beginning of this 
year, that Mr. Lardner received a 
diploma from the marifchal college 
of Aberdeen, conferring upon him 
the degree of doctor in divinity. 

he diploma was voted in the moft 
obliging manner, and was rendered 
agreeable by its having the cordial 
and unanimous fignature of the pro- 
feffors of the college. ‘This was an 
honour which our author did not 
folicit, but which, when it was be- 
ftowed upon him, he did not think 
it unbecoming in him to accept ; 
preferving herein the dne medium 
between feeking for fuch a diftine- 
tinction, and defpifing it when of- 
tered.”’ 

“In 174%, our author was en- 
gaged in fuperintending a new edi- 
tion of the two firlt volumes of the 
fecond yart of the Credibility ; and 
m the fame year he publifhed the 
feventh volume of that part. The 
perfons of ‘whom an account was 
given, and whofe teftimonies were 
recited in this volume, were, Arno- 
bius, Laétantius, Alexander bifhop 

Ay 3 of 
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of Alexandria, Arius and his fol- 
7 and Sa me the Gasets 
the firft Chriftian emperor. e 
likewife, two chapters on 
the Bonatitts and on the sige | 

the Scriptures, in the time o 

joclefian’s perfecution. It will 
appezr, from the names 1 have 
mentioned, that moft of thefe arti, 
cles are of peculiar importance, 
The character of Conftantine is 
{tated and eftimated with equal can- 
dour and judgment; and the ob- 

ions on the ftory of that em- 

’s having feen in the heavens, 
nearly at mid-day, the trophy of 
the crofs, placed above the fun, 
eoMfifting of light, with an infcrip- 
tion annexed, dy this conquer, are 
very fagacious and convincing, Cre- 
dulity not haying been Dr, Lard- 
ner’s fotble, he was on that account 
the more eminently qualified for 
the execution of the great work he 
had undertaken. There was an 
Appendix to this volume, in anfwer 
to con remarks which Mr. Jackfon 
bad made upon our author’s fifth 
volume, relative to the rife of Sa- 
bellianifin, and the name of No- 
vatus, 

«“ A new edition of the third vo- 
Jume of the fecond part of the Cre- 
dibility was called for in 1-50 ; and 
in the courfe of the fame year ap- 
peared the eighth volume. This 
volume began with the council of 
Nice, and then proceeded to Eufe- 
bius bifhop of Cwfarea. The other 
oo and objects treated of were, 

darcellus bifhop of Ancyra in Ga- 
Jatia, Euftathius bifhop of Antioch, 
Athanafius bifhop of aba a 
dialogue againft the Marcionites, 
Juvencus, Julius Firmicus Mater- 
nus, Cyril of Jerufelem, the Au- 
dians, Hilary of Poictiers, Aerius, 
the council of Laodiccs, Epipha- 
mus biflep of Cyprus, and the A- 
poitolical Conflitutions and Canons, 


In this volume, the two firft ar. 
cles are of peculiar importance, Ay 
the conclufion of the account of 
the council of Nice, are fome ad. 
mirable reflections on the condya 
of that council, and on the 
cious effeéts of introducing fubferj 
tions, authority and force into ha 
Chriftian’ church. In the hiftory 
of Eufebius, which is ve copious, 
we meet with a number of excellent 
obfervations concerning the divifions 
of the facred books, the charaéters 
of the writers of them, and the em 
ployment of the apoftles and apof. 
tolical men. With thefe bi 
Secker was highly pleafed ; but he 
was not equally fatisfied with what 
our author had advanced in rela. 
tion to the council of Nice,” 

“ Dr. Secker’s letter marks the 
turn of his mind, and will furnith 
matter of reflection to the curious 
reader, who has a talent at difcern- 
ing the nice difcrimjnations of cha 
racter. 

‘In this fame year, our author 
= a volume of fermons, the 

ubjeéts of which are entirely of a 

practical nature. Thefe fermons, 
as might be expected from Dr, 
Lardner, are very judicious and 
inftructive, and the perufal of them 
cannot fail of being acceptable and 
ufeful to candid and ferious Chrifti- 
ans.” 

«¢ Dr. Lardner, in 1751, refigns 
ed the office of morning preacher 
at Crouched-fryars. His reafons 
for this determination were, the 
continuance and even increafe of 
his deafnefs, the fmallnefs of the 
morning auditory, and the import: 
ance of redeeming time for cafry- 
ing on his long work.” 

* The ninth volume of the fee 
cond part of the Credibility ap 
peared in 1752. In the preface t@ 
it our author affigns the reafon why, 
with regard to a few names, go 


* 
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to tranfgrefs the order 
rem the Syrian fhould be in the 
volume; and the r 
as far as it could be 

from the Greek edition of his 


~ 


i 


2 


of the edition then begun 
But Dr. Lardner having 
informed that the remaining 
umes of the Roman edition 
be expected in a fhort time, 
etermined to wait for them ; 
they did not come to his hands 
till feveral months after the publi- 
cation of the eighth volume. E- 
being laid afide, he took E- 
piphanius ; and the Apoftolical Con- 
ititutions naturally aon te which 
iring a long chapter, fome other 
aa of aaller confequence, 
were for the prefent excluded. The 
ons treated of in the ninth vo- 
ume were, Rheticius bifhop of Au- 
tun, Triphyllius, Fortunatianus, 
Photinus, Eufebius bifhop of Ver- 
celli, Lucifer bifhop of Cagliari in 
Sardinia, Gregory bifhop of Elvira, 
Phebadius bifhop of Agen, Caius 
Marius Viétorinus Afer, Apolli- 
narius bifhop of Laodicea, Dama- 
fus bifhop of Rome, Bafil bifhop of 
Caxfarea in Cappadocia, Gregory 
Nazianzen, Amphilochius bifhop of 
kconium, Gregory bifhop of Nyfla 
in Cappadocia, Didymus of Alex- 
andria, Ephrem the Syrian, Ebed- 
iefu, Pacian difhop of Barcelona, 
Optatus of Mileri, Ambrofe bifhop 
of Milan, Diodorus bifhop of Tar- 
lus, Philafter bifhop of Brefcia, 
Gaudentius bifhop of the fame city, 
Sophronius, and ‘Theodore bifhop 
of Mopfueftia in Cilicia. There is, 
aifo, a long and curious chapter 
Concerning the Prifcilianifts, and a 
tr one, relative to a commen- 
tary upon thirteen of St. Paul’s 
epiftles, infcribed by many to Hi- 
deacon of Rome. ‘To this vo- 


ate 


5 


Oxford, and the firft two 


lume were fubjoined, “ Remarks 
“upon Mr. Bower’s account of the 
*¢ Manichees, in the fecond volume 
“of his Hiftory of the Popes.” 
Mr. Bower hail retailed the com- 
mor calumnies with regard to thefe 
heretics, which are refuted by our 
author with his ufual candour, good 
fenfe, and knowledge of mee 4 
The remarks, in the prefent edi- 
tion, are annexéd to the hiftory of 
the Manichees. In this year (1752) 
a fecond im was called for 
of the Difcourfes on the Circum- 
ftances of the Jewifh People. 
“The next year Der ecey the 
tenth volume of the econd part of 
the Credibility ; in which the per- 
fons treated of are few in number, 
but very important with refpect to 
their character, works and tefti- 
mony. They are Jerome, Rufinus, 
Auguftin bifhop of Hippo Regius 
in Africa, and John Chryfoftom bi- 
fhop of Conftantinople. A fhort 
chapter is introduced, on the third 
council of Carthage. Two other 
publications came from Dr, Lard- 
ner in the fame year. The firit 
was, *“* A Differtation = the two 
“ Epiftles afcribed to Clement of 
“ Rome, lately publifhed by Mr. 
“¢ Wetftein ; with large extracts out 
“‘ of them, and an argument fhow- 
“< ing them not to be genuine.” 
“The other production of Dr. 
Lardner, which came out in 1753, 
appeared without his name, and 
was intitled, “* An Effay on the 
‘* Mofaic Account of the Creation 
*¢ and Fall of Man.”’ By the mif- 
fortunes of the bookfeller, almoft 
the whole impreffion was loft; fo 
that, in the prefent edition, it has 
the recommendation of novelty. 
Our author adopts the literal fenfe 
of the hiftory of our firft parents, 
and, after having critically explain- 
ed the narration, deduces from it a 
variety of important obfervations. 
; i 4 Dr. 
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“ Dr. Lardner was now drawing 
to the conclufion of the fecond part 
of the Credibility. In 1754, the 
rith volume of it was publithed, 
containing a fuccin¢t hiftory of the 
poeceel Chriftian writers of the 
fifth, fixth, and following centuries, 
to the beginning of the twelfth cen- 
tury; with their teftimony to the 
books of the New Teftament. The 
perfons introduced in this volume 
were more than forty in number, it 
not being neceflary to make the ar- 
ticles fo large and particular, as had 
been requifite at a more early pe- 
riod. n Appendix was added, 
giving an account of the ecclefiaf- 
tical hiftories of Socrates, Sozomen, 
and Theodoret.’’ 

“ As fuch a quantity and variety 
of matter were comprehended in 
our author's great work, an epitome 
of it became very defirable, to af- 
fift the recolicction of the memory, 
and to difplay in one view the force 
of the aigument, . Accordingly, 
this was undertaken by Dr. Lavd- 
ner himfelf, who, in the twelfth 
and Jaft volume of the fecond part, 
which was publithed in 175¢, gave 
a general review of his defign, and 
an admirable recapitulation of the 
eleven preceding volumes, with fome 
new additional obfervations. Lifts 
were added, of various rcadings, 
aud of texts expiained; together 
with an alphabetical catalogue of 
Chriftian authors, fects, and writ- 
ings, and an alphabetical table o! 
principal matters.” 

«¢ Karly in the {pring of the year 
1756, Lhad the happinefs of com- 
meucing an acquaintance with Dr. 
Lardner, and the honour of its be- 
ing fought for on his fide, in con- 
fequence of the favourable opinion 
which his candour had led him to 
form of me, from the firft fermon 
I ever printed, on the advantages 
of religious knowledge. In the 
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fame year, the doctor publifhed the 
firft and fecond volumes of the Su 
plement to the Credibility of the 
Gofpel Hiftory. It fell to my lot 
to be the monthly reviewer of thefe 
volumes; and the accounts which 
I gave of them were fo fortunate as 
to obtain our author’s approbation. 
He did not know, at the time, from 
whom they came. To what cir- 
cumftance it was owing that the re- 
view of the work was configned to 
me, I cannot now recolleé¢t, it not 
being till long after, that I could 
with any juftice have been deemed 
a periodical critic. When the third 
vélume of the Supplement — 
ed, which was in 1757, Dr. Lard- 
ner himfelf drew up a thort and 
fimple ftate of the contents of it, 
which was inferted in the Review, 
with a flight addition by way of 
encomium ; for nothing that had 
the leait tendency to praife came 
trom his own pen. 

“ The firft volume of the Sup- 
plement contained general obferva- 
tions upon the canon of the New 
Teftament, and a Hittory of the 
Four Fvangelifts, with the Evi- 
dences of the Genvinenets of the 
Four Gofpels, and the Acts of the 
Apoftles, and an exainination of the 
times in which thefe books were 
written, There is, likewife, a chap- 
ter concerning the time when the 
apottles left Judaea, to go and preach 
the Chriftian religion to other coun- 
tries; which event, our author 
thinks, could not have taken placs 
until after the council at Jerufalem. 
He concluded the volume with a 
difcuffion of the queition, Whether 
any one of the firft three evange- 
lifts had feen the gofpel of the 
ethers before he wrote his own ? 
and here Dr. Lardner hath deter- 
mined with great appearance of 
reafon and argument, that St. Mat- 
thew, St. Mark, and St. Luke did 
ne 
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riot abridge or tranfcribe from each 
other, but are diftinét, independent, 
and harmonious witnefles. The 
fecond volume comprehended the 
hiftory of St. Paul, difplayed the 
evidences of the genuinenefs of 
his fourteen Epiftles, particularly 
that to the Hebrews, and afcertain- 
ed the times in which they were 
written. Through the whole were 
interiperfed many curious remarks ; 
and the two concluding chapters 
were employed in fhewing, that the 
epiftle inferibed to the Ephefians, 
was actually addrefled to them, and 
that the churches of Colofle and 
Laodicea were planted by St. Paul. 
In the third volume, the feven Ca- 
tholic Epiftles, and the Revelation 
of St. John, were confidered, and 
hiftories given of St. James, St. Pe- 
ter, and St. Jude. 
the books of the New Teftament 
is examined, and proofs afforded 
that they were early known, read, 
and made ule of by Chriftians. In 
conclufion, it is fhewa, that there is 
no reaton to believe, that any of the 
facred books of the New Teftament 
have been loft. 

“It would not be eafy to fay too 
much in praite ot the Supplement 
to the Credibility. The teveral 
queftious diicuffed in this work, are 
determined ii confequence of adepth 
of inveftication, and an accuracy of 
judgment, which are highly worthy 
of admiration. It is remarkable, 
that ia various pouits the opinions 
of our author are very different from 
thofe which his former colleague, 
Dr. Benfon, maintained in his Hit- 
tory of the Aéts of the Apoities, the 
pretaces to his Paraphrate s, and the 
differtations annexed to them. True 
criticifm, we believe, will ufually 
decide in favour of Dr. Lardner.”’ 

“ The Supplement to the Credi- 
bility of the Goipel Hiftory, comi- 
plete? one grand part of Dr. Lard- 


The order of 


[4] 


ner’s defign, which was, to ‘uce 
at large, the teftimonies of Chriftian 
writers to the books of the New 
Teftament. What he had already 
executed, had employed him thirty- 
three years; and it was con to 
his expectation, that his life was 
ipared to the accomplifhment of fo 
much of the eminently important 
fcheme which he had selon Pro- 
vidence, however, preferved him for 
ftill farther ufefulnefs. There was 
one part of his plan which he never 
carried into effect. It was his in- 
tention to alledge the teftimonies of 
Chriftian writers, not only to the 
books, but alfo to the principal faéts 
of the New Teftament, fuch as the 
birth, miracles, death, and refurrec- 
tion of Jefus Chrift, the miffion of 
the Apoitles, and the miracles 
wrought by them: to which were 
to be added, fuch confiderations as 
might give weight to thefe teftimo- 
nies, and confirm theirtruth. This 
our author defigned to be the fecond 
book of the fecond part of the Cre- 
dility, and he fuppofed that it might 
be comprized in a fingle otavo vo- 
lume: on which account it is rather 
the more furprifing that it was not 
completed, Perhaps, upon reflec- 
tion, he might judge, that almoft 
every thing which he withed to fay 
in this refpe¢t, would be found in the 
volumes already publithed.”’ 

“Ia the year 175%, appeared two 
productions trom the pen of our au- 
ther. The firft was, * The Cafe of 
‘the Demoniacs, mentioned in the 
*“ New Tettament ; being four dif- 
‘ courfes upon Mark v. tg. with an 
** Apnendix, for the farther illuftra- 
“tion of the fubje .”’ Dr. Lard- 
ner, in this work, maintains the hy- 
pothefis which was fiupported by 
Mr. Jofeph Mede, in the laft centu- 
ry, by Dr. Sykes and others in the 
prefent, and itill more recently, in 
a very elaborate manner, by — 

cv 
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Rev. Hugh Farmer. This fcheme, 
which fuppofes the demoniacs to 
have been only difeafed or lunatic 
eee y and not aétually poffeifed 
y evil {pirits, feems to gain ground ; 
and will probably be found to be moft 
pS ree y not only to the principles 
found philofophy, but to the ge- 
nuine language of antiquity and 
Scripture, when rightly underftood. 
The Treatife on the Demoniacs 
having been confidered by our au- 
ae ey me oo to the firft part 
of his Credibility, relative to the 
faéts occafionally mentioned in the 
New Teftament, it is fubjoined to 
that work in the prefent edition. 

“ The other publication of Dr. 
Lardner’s this year, was a fhort one, 
without his name, the title of which 
was, “A Letter to Jonas Hanway, 
* Kiq. in which fome Reafons are 
* afligned, why Houfes for the Re- 
‘* ception of Penitent Women, who 
** have been diforderly in their Lives, 
** ought not to be called Magdalen 
** Houtes.”” Mary Magdalen, as 
our author fhews, was not the fin- 
ner who is recorded in the feventh 
chapter of St. Luke, but a woman 
of diftinétion and excellent charac- 
ter, who for a while laboured under 
fome bodily indifpofition, which our 
Lord miraculoufly healed. ‘To call, 
therefore, a hofpital for repenting 
— a Magdalen-houfe, was, 

ve thought, a great abufe of the 
name of a truly honourable and va- 
luable woman.” 

“In+75c, Dr. Lardner publithed, 
put without his name, “ A Letter 
* written inthe Year 1730, concern- 
* ing the Queftion, Whether the Lo- 
* gos fupplied the Place of a Human 
Soul in the Perfon of Jefus Chrift.” 
To this letter, which | have mention- 
ed before, and which is fuppofed to 
have been originally add to lord 
Barrington, were now added, ** Two 
* Pofticripts; the firit, containing 


“ an Explication of thefe Words, the 
** Spirit, the Holy Spirit, the Spirit 
* of God, as ufed in the Scriptures : 
“ the fecond, containing Remarks 
“upon the Third Part of the late 
‘“* Bithop of Clogher’s Vindication 
“of the Hiftories of the Old and 
“ New Teftament.” In this trea- 
tife, our author oppofes the Arian 
hypothefis, to which he acknow- 
ledges, that he had once, for a while, 
been mueh inclined, but which he 
now entirely difliked, thinking it to 
be all amazing throughout, and ir- 
reconcilable to reafon. The point 
which he labours to provésis, that 
eee js @ Man appointed, anointed, 

loved, honoured, and exalted by 
God above all other beings.”’ 

“ I do not recolleét that the letter 
on the Logos made any great im- 

eflion, at the time of jts firft pub- 
ication. The fentiments advanced 
in it were then confined to a few 
perfons ; and others were not rea- 
dily difpofed to embrace them. It 
is not neceffary to inform my read- 
ers, that a period of lefs than thirt 
years has produced a furprifing al- 
teration in this refpect. The fact 
is equally allowed by thofe who re- 
joice in, and by thofe who deplore 
the progrefs of Socinianifin, What 
are the doétrines of the New Tef- 
tament, with regard to the perfon 
and pve-exiftence of Chrift, is the 
grand controverly of the day; a 
controverfy that is warmly agitated, 
and which is not likely to be foon 
brought to a conclufion.”’ 

“ A fecond volume of fermons, 
on various fubjects, was publifhed 
by our author in 1760. The dif- 
courfes in this volume, though al- 
ways applied to practical purpofes, 
are more curious and critical than 
thofe which he gave to the world ten 
years before. Several important 
circumftances, relative to the hiftory 
of our Saviour, and the doctrines vd 
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the Gofpel, are confidered and ex- 
piained ; and it would not be 
eafy to find, in the fame com a 
greater treafure of Chriftian know- 
jedge. This year a fecond edition 
was demanded of the eleventh vo- 
Jume of the Credibility, and of the 
two firit volumes of the Supplement. 
The fifth volume had been reprint- 
ed in 1756; and the fourth and 
fixth in 1758. 

« Deeply engaged as Dr. Lardner 
was, in preparing his own works for 
the prefs, he could not refift the foli- 
citations which were fat to him to 
revife occafionally the productions 
of other perfons. About this time, 
at the requeft of his friend Mr. 
Caleb Fleming, he correéted the 
manufcript of “ A Criticifm upon 
** modern Notions of Sacrifices ; be- 
« ing an Examination of Dr. Tay- 
 lor’s Scripture Doétrine of the 
« Atonement examined.”” The au- 
thor of the tract here meritioned, 
was a Dr. Richie, a phyfician, and a 
diffenting minifter, fomewhere in 
the North of England. By the fame 

entleman was afterwards puplithed, 
in two volumes, quafto, ai: elabo- 
rate work, concerning the peculiar 
doétrines of revelation, relating to 
piacular facrifices, redemption by 
Chrift, and the treatment of moral 
charaéters, by the Deity. It was 
the uction of a man who had 
applied himfelf diligently to the ftu- 
dy of the fcriptures, and who has 
taken immenfe pains to afcertain 
his own views of things; notwith- 
ftanding which, it is now little 
known, and ftill lefs read. The 
different fate of books would fur- 
nifh matter for a curious and a co- 
pious difquifition. 

* Another work, the manufcript 
of which Dr. Lardner revifed, at 
the defire of the writer, for whom 
he had a particular efteem, was a 
Treatife on the true Doétrine of the 


New Teftament, concerning Jefus 
Chrift. This treatife, which has 
come to a fecond impreffion, was 
the compofition of the Rev. Mr. 
Paul Cardale, a diffenting minifter, 
at Evefham, in Worcefterflure. It 
is introduced by a long difcourfe oa 
free enquiry in matters of religion, 
and contains a full defence of what 
is called the Socinian ftheme. I be-~ 
lieve that it has been of fome confi- 
derable influence in drawing over 
perfons to the author’s opinion.” 

“In 1761, and 1762, Dr, Lard- 
ner condefcended to make fome com- 
munications to a periodical work, 
then carrying on, entitled, “ The 
“ Library,”” which confifted en- 
tirely of original pieces, and was 
conducted by fome of the younger 
diffenting minifters of the city of 
London.” 

« A new edition of the tenth vo- 
lume of the fecond part of the Cre- 
dibility came out in 176i, and of 
the twelfth volume in 176:. Not 
again to refume the fubjeft, it ma 
here be mentioned, that the eight 
volume was reprinted in 1766. 

“ It was in 1762 that our author 
publithed his “ Remarks on the late 
“ Dr. Ward’s Differtations on feve- 
“ral Paflages of the facred Scri 
* tures; wherein are fhewn, befide 
“ other things, that St. John com- 
“ puted the hours of the day after 
“ the Jewifh manner; who are the 
“ Greeks, John xii.; who the Gre- 
“cians, Acts vi. ; the Defign of the 
“a lic Decree, Acts xv. ; that 
“ was but one Sort of Jewith 
“ Profelytes; wherein lay the Fault 
sof St. Peter; and how St. Paul 
“ may be vindicated.” Of thefe 
Remarks it is fufficient to fay, that 
they difplay Dr. Lardner’s ufual 
fkill in whatever relates to the criti- 
caf knowledge of the New Tefta- 
ment. He has particularly confuted 
the notion of two kinds of profe- 


lytes, 
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Jytes, which had not only been a- 
dopted by Dr. Ward, but which, 
for fome time before had been a 
favourite opinion with lord Bar- 
rington, Dr. Benfon, and other 
writers, fo as to lead them into va- 
rious miftakes. A long intimacy 
had fubfifted between Dr. Ward and 
our author ; and, accordingly, 
throughout the whole of his Re- 
marks, he has treated the memory 
of his friend with the greateft re- 
gard and refpect. 

“ Dr. Lardner, in 1764, commu- 
nicated to the world, without his 
name, fome ftrictures on another 
eminent New Teftament critic, Dr. 
James Macknight, who had recently 

ublifhed his Harmony of the Four 
Gofpels. The arrangement of the 
circumftances relative to our Lord’s 
refurrection, had for feveral years 
engaged the attention of Chriftian 
writers. Mr. Gilbert Weft had treat- 
ed the fubject very much at large, 
and was fappoted to have thrown 
great light upon it, by having re- 
courfe to a different interpretation of 
fome of our Saviour’s appearances 
recorded by the Evangeliits, from 
what had hitherto been given. Anew 
-vein of criticifm was opened by him, 
which was purfued by other perfons. 
Dr. Macknight, in particular, be- 
ftowed extraordinary labour upon 
the matter, in the conclufion of his 
Harmony. The efforts of his in- 
genuity and diligence had not the 
rood fortune to fatisfy Dr. Lardner. 
it appeared to him that certain fup- 
pofitions, which had been made by 
Dr. Macknight, were, altogether, 
without foundation. He thought 
propers therefore, to publifh, in a 
etter to the author, Objervations 
upon his Harmony, fo far as related 
to the Hiftory of our Saviour’s Re- 
furrection. It cannot be denied, 


that this tract is a piece of mafterly 
The account which is 


criticifm. 
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given in it, of the various appear. 
ances of our Lord, after his refur. 
rection, comes recommended by fuch 
a fimplicity of truth, as calls he the 
warmeft approbation. I have rea. 
fon to believe, that there were other 
points in which Dr. Lardner did 
not agree with Dr, Macknight. In 
matters liable to difficulty, and in- 
volved in fome degree of ebfcurity, 
a diverfity of fentiments will take 
place between the moft upright, 
able, and ferious enquiyers aiter 
truth. 

* Amidft thefe: various produc- 
tions of a fmaller nature, Dr. Lard. 
ner continued the profecution of his 
grand object. Accordingly, foon af- 
ter the publication of his Obferva- 
tionson Dr. Macknight’s Harmony, 
and in the fame year, he gave to 
the world, in quarto, the firft vo- 
lume of * A large Colle“tion of 
“ancient Jewifh and Heathen Tef- 
‘“‘timonies to the Truth of the 
‘«‘ Chriftian Religion.”” This vo- 
lume contained the Jewith teftimo- 
nies, and the teftimonies of hea- 
then authors of the firft century.” 

* The heathen teftimonies, con- 
fidered in the firft volume, were, 
the pretended Epiftle of Abgarus, 
king of Edeffa, to Jefus, and the re- 
feript of , Jefus to Abgarus; the 
knowledge which the emperor Ti- 
berius had of our Saviour Jefus 
Chrift; a monumental infcription 
concerning the Chriftians in the 
time of Nero; Pliny the Elder; 
Tacitus; Martial; Juvenal; and 
Suetonius. But this volume began 
with, and was chiefly employed up- 
on, the Jewifh teftimonies ; among 
which the famous hiftorian Jofephus 
is the principal object. The third 
chapter, relative to the fulfilment of 
our Saviour’s predictions concerning 
the deftruction of the temple and 
the city of Jerufalem, and the mi- 
feries of the Jewith people, is of 
pecu- 
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~uliar importance; and accord- 
ingly, it has juftly obtained a place 
in Bifhop Watfon’s collection. It 
was a neceflary part of Dr. Lard- 
ner’s plan, to examine the celebrated 
paflage with regard to the Lord 
fefus Chrift, which is now found in 
all the copies of Jofephus. ‘This 

aflage, therefore, our author has 
difeuffed with his ufual fagacity and 
diligence; and he has pronounced 
it to be an interpolation.” 

«¢ The fecond volume of the col- 
lection of Jewifh and Heathen Tefti- 
monies appeared in 1765; containing 
the heathen teftimonies of the fe- 
cond century.” 

“ The perfons treated of in this 
volume are, Pliny the younger, and 
Trajan; Epiétetus the ftoic philo- 
fopher, and Arrian; the emperor 
Adrian; Bruttius Prafens; Phle- 
gon, Thallus, and Dionyfius the Are- 
opagite; the emperor Titus Antoni- 
nus; the emperor Marcus Antoninus 
the philofopher ; Apuleius ; the ear- 
ly adverfaries of Chriftianity, and 
particularly Celfus; Lucian of Samo- 
fata; Ariftides the fophift; Dion ; 
Chryfoftom ; and Galen. Of the 
chapters relative to thefe perfons, 


the longeft, and the moft important 
are thofe concerning Pliny, Marcus 
Antoninus, and Celfus. Whoever 


perufes them, will find in them a 
noble treafure of curious and valu- 
able information.” 

“« The third volume of the Col- 
leétion of Teftimonies, was publith- 
edin 1766, containing an account 
of the heathen writers and writings 
of the third century, whence argu- 
ments may be deduced in fupport of 
the truth of the Chriftian religion. 
This volume, which extended to the 
converfion of Conftantine the Great, 
abounded, like the two former ones, 
with much valuable information. 
The perfecutions to which the pro- 
feffors of the gofpel were expofed, 
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and particularly that under the em- 
peror Dioclefian, are here amply 
confidered, A peculiar attention is, 
likewifé, paidto Porphyry, and to 
his objections againft the authenti- 
city of the book of Danicl. In the 
chapter that relates to Diogenes 
Laertius, our author has introduced 
a very curious criticifm on the Al- 
tar to the unknown God, at Athens, 
which is mentioned in the Aéts of 
the Apoftles. 

“ The fourth volume of the Tef- 
timonies appeared in 1767. In this 
volume were contained the teftimo- 
nies of heathen writers of the fourth, 
fifth, and fixth centuries; to which 
was added, the ftate of Gentilifm 
under Chriftian emperors. Among 
the perfons who here paffed in re- 
view before De. Lardner, Julian, 
Ammianus Marcellinus, and Liba- 
nius, are particularly diftinguifhed. 
The accounts of thefe, and of con- 
temporary authors, are very enter- 
taining ; though, as witnefles in fa- 
vour of our holy religion, they are 
not foimportant as Celfus, and other 
writers of an earlier period. Ne- 
verthelefs, they deferved to be col- 
lefted, and to be put together in 
their proper order. _Hence our au- 
thor had an opportunity of difplay- 
ing the laft ftruggles of expiring 
gentilifm, and of relating fome at- 
tempts to reftore it, after it had 
been for a while exploded with feorn. 
and difdain. He has, likewife, in- 
troduced to the acquaintance of his 
readers, not a few men of great 
learning, and fine abilities; who 
were ftil] tenacious of the ancient 
rites, and fond of all the fables upon 
which they were founded, and by 
which they had leng been upheld and 
encouraged. 

*« In the copious article concern- 
ing Julian, a very important poe 
came under Dr. Lardner’s confider- 
ation, which was, the account of 

that 
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that emperor’s attempt to rebuild 
the temple at Jerufalem, and of the 
defeat of the attempt, by a divine 
and miraculous interpofition. This 
account has been given not only by 
three contemporary Chriftian writ- 
ers, Gregory Nazianzen, Chryfof- 
tom, and Ambrofe, but alfo by the 
heathen hiftorian Ammianus Mar- 
cellinus. It is mentioned, likewife, 
Rufinus, Socrates, Sozomen, 
heodoret, and other ancient au- 
thors. Accordingly, the ftory has 
obtained an almoft univerfal credit ; 
and fcarcely any learned man had 
dared to fuggeft a doubt concerning 
it, excepting Bafnage, in his Hiftory 
of the fewe It is well known that 
bifhop Warburton wrote a very ela- 
borate treatife in defence of the mi- 
racles; and that this treatife has 
been efteemed one of his capital pro- 
ductions, in point of judgment, as 
well as of literature. Dr. Lardner, 
however, after the fulleft examina- 
tion, was obliged to hefitate upon 
the fubject. His difficulties he has 
ftated with his ufual fimplicity and 
candour; and it mift be acknow- 
hedge’ that the confiderations pro- 
aes by him have great weight. 
erhaps many who read them will 


be induced, for the future, to lay 
but little ftrefs upon a narration, 
which has heretofore been {fo gene- 


rally admitted. I need not fay that 
our author had no intention to 
weaken the evidences of revelation. 
He was influenced by nothing but 
that facred and impartial regard to 
truth which he maintained in all 
enquiries.”’ 

“ The fourth volume of the Col- 
lection of Jewith and Heathen Tef- 
timonies completed another capital 

of our author’s original defign. 

t was publifhed ten years after he 

had finifhed his credibility ; fo that 
this grand object, with the inter- 
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ruption arifing from fome fmalle¢ 
productions, occupied him during 
the _— of forty-three years. 4 
reflection prefents itfelf on this oc. 
cafion ; which is, that works of great 
confequence are not of fpeedy exe. 
cution. Although Dr. Lardner led 
a very retired life though he en. 
tered but little into public bufinefs ; 
though he was a {tated preacher only 
twenty-one years, and that but once 
a day ; yet we fee how long a time 
he was employed, and diligently 
employed, in accomplifhing the end 
he had in view. Thofe who are not 
themfelves engaged in important and 
extenfive literary undertakings, can 
have but an imperfeét conception of 
the difficulties to be furmounted, the 
difappointments to be incurred, the 
books to be procured and waited for, 
the dates to be fettled, the facts to 
be afcertained, and the various other 
caufes which often occafion delays, 
that muft be far more unpleafant to 
the writer than they can poffibly be 
to ag year whatever. 

“ Though our author’s life and 
pen were fo ardently devoted to the 
public good, he never received any 
thing that could deferve to be re- 

arded as a recompence for his la- 
urs. The falary he had, whilf 
he continued to be a preacher, was 
very inconfiderabie ; and his works 
were often publifhed by him to his 
lofs, inftead of his gain. This was 
particularly the cafe with refpect to 
- sacar aa: the veprinilty- 

t len e with the copy- 
right a that ok » tog “ 
with all the ining printed co- 
pee of it, for the wifling fum of a 

undred and fifty pounds. Such a 


‘fum was by no means an equivalent 


for the ex he had incurred: 
but he Bes i the agreement, in 
the hope thatthe work would be ren- 
dered more extenfively ufeiul, when 

a 
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it became the immediate intereft of 
the bookfellers to promote its fale. 
From the fcarcity of the feparate 
volumes, and the immenie price to 
which complete fets of the Credibi- 
lity have fince arifen, if is to be 

efumned that thefe gentlemen have 

dno reafon to repent their bar- 
gain. As to Dr. Lardner, his work 
is with the Lord, and his reward 
with his God.” 

«“ The laft work of our author, 
that was publithed during his life- 
time, was the fourth volume of his 
Teftimonies. As, however, fome 
pofthumous pieces of his have fince 
made their appearance, I fhall men- 
tion them in this place. There 
came out in 1769, Memoirs of the 
Life and Writings of Dr. Lardner ; 
to which were annexed, eight fer- 
mons upon various fubjects. The 
four firft of them had by himfelf 
been tranfcribed for the prefs. On 
the fifth and fixth, though not fairl 
tranfcribed, he had written as fol- 
lows: “ Perufed, and, fo far as I 
‘am able to perceive, all is right ; 
“ and I humbly conceive, ought to 
“be publifhed.”” Thefe two dif- 
courfes are on the internal marks of 
Credibility in the New Teftament, 
and are admirably worthy of peru- 
fal. They are the fermons which 
he had preached in 1723 and 1724, 
at the Tuefday evening and 
contain, in fame degree, the outlines 
of his great work, and efpecially of 
that part of it which relates to the 
faéts occafionally mentioned in the 
Evangelical and Apoftolical writ- 


ings. 

“In 1776 was publifhed, but in 
what book, or in what form, I know 
not, a fhort Letter, which our au- 
thor had fent, in 1762, to Mr. Ca- 
leb Fleming, upon the Perfonality 
of the Spirit. 

“ It was a part of Dr. Lardner’s 
original actign, with regard to the 
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Credibility of the Gofpel Hittory, 
to give an account of the heretics of 
the two firft centuries. To the ar- 
rangement, therefore, of his collec- 

tions upon this fubject, he appli 
hi after he had finifhed his 
ewith and Heathen Teftimonies ; 
ut he did net live to complete his 
intentions. Some parts, indeed, of 
the work were fitted for the prefs, 
having received his laft correétions ; 
whilft in other parts only a few hints 
were written. It was doubted, for 
a time, whether the progrefs he had 
made in his undestaking was fufli- 
cient for it to be laid before the pub- 
lice However, upon mature deti- 
beration, his papers were into 
the hands of the Rev. Mr. Hogg, a 
worthy, learned, and judicious dif- 
aevting, cen at Exeter, who, in 
the additions which he made to Dr. 
Lardner’s materials, did not intro- 
duce a relation of any n, ex- 
cepting where the or himéelt 
had drawn up a part of it, or had 
left fome hints or references. In 
confequence of Mr. Hogg’s revifal 
and afliftance, there appeared, in 
1780, in one volume, quarto, “ The 
“ Hiftory of the Heretics of the two 
“ firft centuries after Chrift: con- 
“ taining asi account of their time, 
“ opinions, and teftimanies to the 
“books of the New Teftament. 
“* To which are prefixed, General 
“« Obfervations concerning Here- 
“ tics,”” h this volume is 
not, upon th€ whole, fo valuable and 
important as fome of the former 
ones, it is pofleffed, neverthelefs, of 
very confilerable merit. It recites 
the teftimonies of heretics, reétifies a 
variety of miftakes concerning them, 
and.refutes many groundlefs charges 
to which they were expofed, from 
the ignorance, falic zeal, and bigotry 

of their adverfaries, 

“ The lat pofthumous publita- 
tion written by Ds. Lanizer, ap- 
peared 
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pearedin 1784. It is intitled, “Two 
*¢ Schemes of a Trinity confidered, 
‘and the Divine Unity afferted.’’ 
This work confifts of four difcourfes 
upon Philipp. ii. s—11. ‘The firft 
reprefents the commonly received 
opinion of the Trinity ; the fecond 
defcribes the Arian fcheme; the 
third treats on the Nazarean doc- 
trine; and the fourth explains the 
text according to that do¢trine. 
Our author had himfelf tranfcribed 
thefe fermons for the prefs, with 
particular direétions defigned for 
the printer. The manufcript hav- 
ing come into the poffeflion of Mr. 
Wiche, a very refpectable diflenting 
minifter, of the Baptift perfuafion, 
at Maidftone, in Kent, he gave it 
to the public. Even thofe who are 
far from agreeing in fentiment with 
Dr. Lardner, have applauded the 
candour, the fimplicity, and the love 
of truth, which thefe difcourfes evi- 
dently difcover. Indeed, they are 
chiefly eftimable for the temper and 
fpirit with which they are compofed. 
it was not to be expected, that they 
could contain much new matter, on 

ints which, of late years, have 
Soon fo frequently and copioutly 
difcuffed. 

* Providence {pared the life of 
Dr. Lardner to a long term; and, 
his hearing excepted, he retained to 
the laft, the ufe of his faculties, in 
a remarkably perfect degree. At 
length, in the fummer of 1768, he 
was feized with,a decline, which car- 
ried him off in a few weeks, at 
Hawkherft, the place of his nativity, 
and where he had a fmall parental 
eftate. He had been removed thi- 
ther in the hope that he might re- 
cruit his ftreneth, by a change of 
air and relaxation from ftudy. The 
day of his deceafe was the twerity- 
fourth of July, in the eighty-fifth 
year of his age. His remains were 
conveyed to town, and depofited in 
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Tindal’s burying-ground, common! 
called Bunhill Fields. At his parti- 
cular requeft, no fermon was preach- 
ed on occafion of his death. Thus 
did his modefty and humility ac- 
company him to the laft moment of 
his earthly exiftence. Some time 
after his deceafe, a ftone was erected 
to his memory, with an Englith in- 
{cription. 

** In looking back upon the life 
and character of Dr. Lardner, and 
comparing them with thofe of other 
men, we fhall find few names that 
are more truly entitled to be re- 
membered witli veneration and ap- 
plaufe. The fincerity of his piety, 
has been feen in a variety of cir- 
cumftances which I have had occa- 
fion to mention. Indeed, a regard 
to God appears to have been ever 
the governing principle of his ac- 
tions. His iety, too, was of the 
moft rational kind, being founded 
on juft and enlarged views concern- 
ing the nattre of religion.” 

“ Correfpondent to our author's 
piety was his love of truth, as is 
manifeft from the whole of his 
works, no ce feems ever to have 
bgt: 4 greater impartiality in 

is enquiries, or to have been more 
free from any undue bias. He fol. 
lowed truth wherever it led him; 
and for the attainment of truth he 
was admirably qualified, both by the 
turn of his difpofition and his under- 
ftanding. With a mind fo calm and 
unprejudiced, with a judgment fo 
clear and diftinét, he could fcarcely 
fail of forming right apprehenfions 
concerning moft of the fubjeéts which 
the courfe of his ftudies enabled him 
to inveftigate. 

“ Thecandour and moderation with 
which Dr, Lardner maintained his 
own fentiments, conftituted 2 promi- 
nent feature in his charaéter. Thofe 
he differed from in opinion, he al- 
ways treated with gentlenefS and re- 

~  fpect; 
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fpeet ; and in the controverfies he 
carries on with them, there is no fe- 
verity of cenfure, no harfhnefs of 
language.”” 

« Benevolencey as well as piety, 
entered deeply into Dr. Lardner’s 
character. Though his retired life 
prevented him from taking a very 
active part in public defigns, he was 
ready to promote every good work. 
To perfons in diftrefs he was ever 
willing to contribute, to the higheft 
degree which his fortune would ad- 
mit. On fome occafions, he exerted 
himfelf with great vigour and fuc- 
cefs. When a gentleman came to 
London in 17> <6, to folicit contribu- 
tions towards building a church, for 
the Proteftants of ‘Thorn, in Poland, 
our author was particularly fervice- 
able tohim, both by his advice and re- 
commendation. He, in a great mea- 
{ure, took upon hinifelf the manage- 
ment of the affair; on whith ac- 
count he aft:rwards received the 
thanks of the prefident and fellows 
of the college of Thorn, in an ele- 
gant Latin letter. Near the time 
of his decesfe, he was engaged in 
affifting and recommending the Rev. 
Mr. Finman, minifter of the re- 
formed congregation at Rutzow, in 
the duchy of Mecklenburgh Schew- 
rin, who had come over to England, 
for a like purpofe. Upon this oc- 
cafion, a letter was written to Dr. 
Lardner, by Dr. Secker, archbifhop 
of Canterbury, which was the con- 
clufion of a very long correfpondence 
between two eminent perfons, who 
were now each of them on the verge 
of diffolution.”’ 

“ In his private deportment, Dr. 
Lardner was very amiable. His 
manners were polite, gentle, and 
obliging ; .and he was attentive, in 
every refpect, to the laws of deco- 
rum. It has been juftly obferved, 
that Ke “ feemed carefully to ob- 
** ferve the rules laid down in -his 

1788. 
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“ Counfels of Prudence.” P, 
it may not be difagreeable to m 
readers, to be ‘lore of the fhe | 
in which he carried on converfation. 
Paper, pens, and ink, being imme- 
diately brought in when vifitors came 
to his houfe, they wrote down fuch 
intelligence as they hadgo commu- 
nicate, or the obfervatiogs and quef- 
tions which they wifhed to propofe. 
To thefe, as a were feyerally 
written, he replied with great free- 
dom and chearfulnefs, and in a way 
that was both inftruétive and enter- 
taining. As the paper contained 
the unconneéted anfwers and re- 
marks of the different guefts, upori 
different fubjects, it formed what 
would have appeared to a ftranger 
to be a very heterogeneous mixture. 
It was, however, carefully preferved 
by the doétor, to be perufed by him 
when his vifitors were gone; and 
the perufal of it often led him to 
obje¢ts of farther confideration and 
uiry. 
wt Our author was not one of thofe 
fcholars who are unacquainted with 
mankind. He had feen much of live 
during his refidence with lady Tre- 
by; he was contiaually vifited by 
perfons of various profefhons and 
countries ; and he poffeffed that fa- 
gacity of as — is the 
incipal requifite towards obtaini 
+ hesutaher of the world.” a 
* On the learning of Dr. Lard- 
ner, it is not neceflary to enlarge, 
fince his character in this refpett is 
known to all the world. Wath re- 
gard to that fpecies of literature 
which was cultivated by him, .he 
was accurate and und in the 
greateft degree. e branches ef 
knowledge there were to which he 
did not~ apply -his attention ; . fer 
who is adequate to .every abjeét 2 
But as a divine, and efpecially with 
relation to his acquaintance with the 
New Teftamegt,.andwith Chsiiti- 
b an 
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an Antiquity, perhaps, he never had 
his poe he works of our author 
being thus valuable, and relating to 
objects of the higheft importance, 
it is not furprifing that they fhould 
be held in great efteem, not only at 
home, but abroad. I have already 
mentioned, that the firft part of the 
Credibility was tranflated into Low 
Dutch, the Rev. Mr. Cornelius 
Wefterbaen, of Utrecht, and into 
Latin by the Rev. Mr. John Chrif- 
topher Wolff, of Hamburgh. A 
German tranflation of it appeared 
at Berlin and at Leipfic, in 1750, by 
the Rev. Mr. David Bruhn, of Me- 
mel, in Pruffia, and Mr. John Da- 
vid Heilman ; and it was accompa- 
nied with a large Preface, by the 
Rev. Profeffor Seigmund Jacob 
Baumgarten. The eer part of 
the Credibility was likewife tranf- 
lated both in Holland and in Ger- 
many. In 1751, the German tranf- 
lation of the fourth volume was 
printed, and the whole defign may 


bably have fince been completed. 
The vindication of the three mira- 
cles was alfo tranflated into Ger- 
man, by the Rev. Mr. Meyenberg, 
and publithed at Zell, in 175c, to- 
gether with a Preface, written by 


the Rev. Dr. Plefken. A tranfla- 
tion of the Difcourfes on the Cir- 
cumftances of the Jewifh People, ap- 
peared at Halle; in 1754; and of 
the Treatife of the Demoniacs, at 
Bremen, in 1760.” 

«* Dr. Lardner’s conneétions and 
friendfhips were not confined to per- 
fons of his own religious commu- 
nion. He was converfant with 
feveral refpectable clergymen of the 
church England, and received 
from them teftimonies of their ef- 
teem for his character, and appro- 
bation of his works. The letters 
— W atngtom and agement 

a i his long 


@nintersupted acquaintance with 
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archbifhop Secker, have already beey 
mentioned. He maintained a large 
correfpondence both at home and 
abroad; and particularly in Ame- 
rica and Germany. Inconfequence 
of the reputation he had acquired by 
his B gee ms he was vifited by 
moft of the learned foreigners who 
came over to England; and, after 
their return to their own countries, 
many grateful acknowledgements 
were tranfinitted to him of the 
friendly reception hé had given 
them, and the affiftance they had 
derived from him in their literary 
defigns and purfuits.”’ 

“Every well-difpofed reader 
muft contemplate with pleafure, on 
a life wich wen fo admirably and 
ufefully fpent as was that of Dr. 
Lardner. Such a life prefents 
us with a beautiful proof of the 
dignity to which the human mind 
is capable of afcending, when it 
is formed on right views of the 
Supreme ae and on the true 

vinciples and {pirit of the Gofpel. 

Yor may a charatter like this be re- 
flected upon with pleafure only, but 
with the greateft advantage. The 
private virtues of Dr. Lardner may 
yuftly be recommended to univerfal 
imitation. His love to God and 
benevolence to. man, his regard 
to truth, his integrity, his purity, 
his moderation, his candour, his 
meeknefs, and his humility, it 
would be the honour and happinets 
of Chriftians in general to feleét as 
the models of their temper and con- 
duct. 

«Dr. Lardner may be held out, 
in particular, as a fine example to 
thofe of his own profeffion. It is 
not, indeed, in the power of every 
one to attain to the fame extent ol 
learning, or to orm the fame 
fervices to Chriftianity; but it 
fhould be the ambition of fuch as 
are engaged in the work of — 
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niftry, to follow after him with di- 
ligence and zeal, though they may 
not be able to do it with fteps. 
As the diffenters had the honour of 
producing Dr. Lardner, he will na- 
turally be the object of emulation to 
the diffenting clergy. They will fo 
far look up to him as their pattern, as 
to endeavour to qualify themfelvesfor 
appearing, when occafions call for it, 
in the great departments of litera- 
ture, and efpecially in the caufe of 
religious truth and liberty, and in 
the defence and explication of the 
facred writings. Some among them, 
at leaft, will, it is hoped, always be 


infpired with this difpofition; in 
aieae of which, oe will not 
only gai tation to Ves, 
pom | refed wee on the to 
ere tag belong ; but, what : 
infinit er wi 
unite wich the wife, the learae learned, and 
of ery cousin promoting fuk 
co » in 

a knowledge of religion in general, 
and of the Chriftian religion in par- 
ticular, as will be found emi 
conducive to the trueft improve- 
ment and comfort of the prefent 
life, and to the everlafting felicity of 


human beings.” 





MANNERS or NATIONS. 


— 


‘DESCRIPTION of COLCHOS, and ‘the Manyras 


of its INHABITANTS. 


{From the Fourth Volume of Mr. Ginnows’s Hiftory of the Decline and 
Fail of the Roman Empire.) 


iis s - 


a HFE extreme length of the 

Fuxine fea, from Conftan- 
tinople to the mouth of the Phafis, 
may be computed as a voyage of 
nine days, and a meafure of feven 
hundred miles. From the Iberian 


Caucafus, the moft lofty and cragey 
a 


mountains of Afia, that river 
icends with fuch oblique vehemence, 
that in a fhort {pace it is traverfed 
by one hundred and twenty bridges. 
Nor does the ftream become placid 
and navigable, till it reaches the 
town of Sarapzna, five days jour- 
ney from the Cyrus, which flows 
from the fame hills, but in a con- 
trary direction, to the Cafpian lake. 
The proximity of thefe rivers has 
fuggefted the practice, or at leatt 
the idea, of wafting the precivus 
merchandife of India down the 
Oxus, over the Cafpian, up the 
Cyrus, and with the current of the 
*hafis into the Euxine and Medi- 
terranean “as. As it fucceflively 
“cotle&s the ftreams of the plain of 
Colchos, the Phafis moves with di- 
minifhed . peed, though accumulated 
weight. At the mouth it is fixty 
fathom deep, and half a league 
broad, but a {mall woody ifland is 
interpofed in the midft of the chan- 
nel: the water, fo foon as it has 
depofited an earthy or metallic ie- 


diment, floats on the furface of the 
waves, and is no longer fucceptible 
of corruption. In a courfe of ore 
hundred miles, forty of which are 
navigable for large veffels, the Pha- 
fis divides the celebrated region of 
Colchos, cr Mincrelia, which, on 
three fides, is fortified by the Iberian 
and Armenian mountains, and whofe 
maritime coaft extends about two 
hundred miles, from the neighbour- 
hood of Trebizond to Diofcurias, and 
the confines of Circaffia. Both the foil 
and climate are relaxed by exceflive 
moifture: twenty-eight rivers, be- 
fidés the Phafis and his dependent 
ftreams, convey their waters to 
the fea; and the hollownefs of the 
ground appears to indicate the fub- 
terraneous channe's between the 
Fuxine and the Cafpian. In the 
fields where wheat or barley is fown, 
the earth is too foft to fuftain the 
action of the plough ; but the re», 
a {mall grain, not unlike the millet 
br Coriander-feed, fupplies the or- 
dinary food of the people ; and the 
ufe of bread is confined to the prince 
and his nobles. Yet the vintage ts 
more plentiful than the harveft; and 
the bulk of the ftems, as well as 
the quality of the wine, difplay 
the unaffifted powers of nature.— 
The fame powers continually tend 

to 
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to overfhadow the face of the coun- 
try with thick forefts; the tumber 
of the hills, and the flax of the 
plains, contribute to the abundance 
of naval ftores; the wild and tame 
animals, the horfe, the ox, and the 
hog, are remarkably prolific, and 
the name of the pheafant is expref- 
five of his native habitation on the 
tanks of the Phafis. ‘The gold mines 
t the fouth of Trebizond, which 
are ftill worked with fufficient pro- 
fr, were a fubject of national difpute 
betwen Juftinian and Chofroes ; 
and it is not unreafonable to believe, 
that a vein of precious metal may 
be equally diffufed through the cir- 
cle of hills, although thefe fecret 
treafures are neglected by the lazi- 
nefs, or concéaled by the prudence, 
of the Mingrelians. The waters, 
impregnated with particles of gold, 
are carefully ftrained through theep- 
{kins or fleeces; but this pr be en 
the ground-work perhaps of a mar- 
vellous fable, affords a faint image 
of the wealth extra¢ted from a vir- 
gin earth, by the power and iadui- 
try of ancient kings. ‘Their filver 
palaces and golden chambeis furpafs 
our belief; but the fame of their 
riches is faid to have excited the en- 
terprifing avarice of the Argonauts, 
Tradition has affirmed, with fome 
colour of reafon, that Egypt plant- 
ed ga the Phafis, a learned and po- 
lity colony, which manufactured ii- 
nen, built navies, and invented geo- 
graphical maps, ‘The bngepehy 3 
the moderns has peopled, with flou- 
rifhing cicies and nations, the ifth- 
mus between the Euxine and the 
Cafpian; and the liyely writer, ob- 
ferving the refemblance of climate, 
and in his apprehenfion, of trade, 
has not hefituated to pronounce Col- 
chos the Holland of antiquity. 

** But the riches of Colchos fhine 
only through the darknefs of con- 
jecture of tradition; and its genuine 
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hiftory prefents an uniform feene of 
rudenefs and poverty, If one hun- 
dred and thirty were 
fpoken in the market Diokuri , 
they were the imperfect idioms 
fo many favage tribes or families, 
icrectiered from each other in the 
vallies of mount Caucafas; an 
their feparation, which diminifhed 
the importance, muft haye multi- 
plied the number, of their ruftic ca- 
pit ls, In the prefent. ftate of Min-. 
grelia, a, village is an aflemblage of} 
huts within a wooden fence; the. 
fortrefles are feated in the depth of» 
forefts ; the princely towa of Cyta, 
or Cotatis, confifts of two’ ‘ 
houfes, and a ftone edifice appertains 
only to the magnificence of kings. 
Twelve y ‘ from Conftantinople. 
and about fixty barks, laden with, 
the fruits of induftry, annually ca 
an tes on the coaft ; and the fia 0 
‘olchian exports is much hovel 
fince the nailes had only daves 
hides to offer in exchange for the 
corn and fajt which they purchafe 
from the fubjects of Juftinian. Not 
a vettige can be found of the art 
the knowledge, or the navigation, of 
the ancient, Colchians: few Greeks 
defired or dared to purfue the foots 
fteps of the Argonduts; and eyea 
the marks of an Evyptian colony, 
are | .ftona nearer approach. The 
rite of circumcifion is pra¢tifed only 
by the Mahometans of the Euxine } 
and the curled hair and fwarth 
complexion of Africa no longer dik 
figure the moft perfect of the human 
race. It is im the, adjacent climates 
of Georgia, Mingrelia, and Cireai- 
fa, that woture Was placed, at leat 
to ouy eyes, the model of beauty, 
in the thade of the linabs, the colour 
of the tkin, the fymmetry of tie 


features, and the expreffion of the 


countenance. According to the de- 
{tination of the two fexes, the men 
fegm formed for abtinity the women 

4 or 
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for love ; and the perpetual fupply 
of females from mount Caucafus, 
has purified the blood, and improved 
the ebay of the fouthern nations of 
Afia. The proper diftri€t of Min- 
gfelia, a portion only of the ancient 
Colchos, has long fuftained an ex- 
rtation of twelve thoufand flaves, 
he number of prifoners or crimi- 
nals would be inadequate to the an- 
nual demand; but the common pco- 
are in a ftate of fervitudé to their 
ords; the exercife of fraud or ra- 
pine is unpunifhed jn a lawlefs com- 
munity; and the market is. conti- 
rually replenifhed by the abufe of 
civil and paternal authority. Such 
a trade, which reduces the huinan 
fpecies to the level of cattle, may 
tend to encourage marriage and po- 
pulation; fince the multitude of 
children enriches their fordid and in- 
human parent. But this fource of 
impure wealth myft inevitably poi- 
fon the national manners, obliterate 
the fenfe of honour and virtue, and 
almoft extinguifh the inftinéts of 
nature. The Chriftians of Georgia 
and Mingrelia are the moft diffolute 
of mankind; and their children, 
who, in_a tender age, are fold into 
foreign flavery, have already learnt 
to imitate the rapine of the father, 
and the proftitution of the mother, 


Yet, amidft the rudeft ignorance, 
the untaught natives difcover a fin- 
gular dexterity both of mind and 
hand ; and although the want of 
union and difcipline expofes them 
to their more poweiful neighbours, 
a bold and intrepid fpirit hes ani- 
mated the Colchjans of every age, 
In the hoft of Xerxes, thev ferved 
on foot; and their arms were a 
dagger or a favelin, 2 wooden cafque, 
and a buckler of raw hides. But 
in their own country, the ufe of ca- 
valry has more generally prevailed ; 
the meaneft of the peafants difdain 
to walk; the martial nobles are 
por perhaps, of two hundred 

orfes; and above five thoufand 
are numbered in the train of the 
prince of Mingrelia. The Colchian 
government has been always a pure 
and hereditary kingdom ; and the 
authority of the fovereign is only 
reftrained by the turbulence of his 
fubjeéts. Whenever they were obe- 
dient, he could lead a numerous ar- 
my into the field ; but fome faith is 
requifite to believe, that the fingle 
tribe of the Suanians was compofed 
of two hundred thoufand foldiers, 
or that the population of Mingre- 
lia, now amounts to four millions of 
inhabitants,”’ 
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ORIGIN and CHARACTER of the NORMANS in ITALY, 


[From the Fifth Volume of the fame Work.] 


“ HE eftablifhment of the Nor- 
By natn in the kingdom of Na- 
and Sitily, is an event moft ro- 
tic in its origin, and in its con- 
ncés moft iniportant both to 

taly and the éaftern empire. The 
broken rovinces of the Greeks, 
and Saracens, were ¢x- 

c — . 


to every invader, and every 
a and Jand were invaded by the 
adventurous fpirit of the Scandina* 
vian pirates. After a long indul- 
gence of rapine and flaughter, a fafr 
and ample territory was accepted, 
occupied, and named, by the Nor 
mans of France; they renouncéd 

their 
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their gods for the God of the Chrif- 
tians; and the dukes of Normandy 
acknowledged themfelves the vai- 
fals of the fucceflors of Charlemange a 
and Capet. The favage fiercenets 
which they had brought from the 
{nowy mountains of Norway, was 
refined, without being corrupted, in 
a warmer Climate ; the compantons 


of Rollo ——s mingled with the of 


natives; they imbibed the manners, 
language, and gallantry of the French 
nation; and, in a martial age, the 
Normans might claim the palm of 
valour and a atchievements. 
Of the fafhionable fuperftitions, they 
embraced with ardour the pilgri- 
mages of Rome, Italy, and the Holy 
Land. Inthis aétive devotion, their 
minds and bodies were invigorated 
by exercife: danger was the incen- 
tive, novelty the recampence: and 
the profpect of the world was deco- 
rated by wonder, credulity, and am- 
bnew hope. They confederated 
for their mutual defence ; and the 
robbers of the Alps, who had been 
allured by the garb of a pilgrim, 
were often te by the arm of a 
warrior. In one of thefe pious vi- 
fits to the cavern of mount Garga- 
nus in Apulia, which had been fane- 
tified by the apparition of the arch- 
angel Michael, they were accofted 
by a ftranger in the Greek habit, 
but who foon revealed himfelf as a 
rebel, a fugitive, and a mortal foe 
of the Greek empire, His name 
was Melo; a noble citizen of Bari, 
who, after an unfuccefsful revolt, 
was compelled to feek new allies and 
avengers of his country. The bold 
appearance of the Normans revived 
his hopes and folicited his confi- 
dence: they liftened to the eom- 
plaints, and ftill more c? ~ 
mifes, of the lot. uy- 
ance of eed a the 
juftice of his caufe ; and they view- 
ed as the inheritance of the brave, 


of the NORMANS in [TALY, 


Css] 


the fruitful land which was oppreff- 
ed by effeminate tyrants. odd 
return to Normand 


peter 


a {park of ent 
but intre 
ated val 


chief of Bari, who fi 

indigent with cheerios 

initantly led them to the field 
action. In the firft conftict, thei 
valour prevailed; but in the fe 
cond e¢ ent they were over- 
whelmed by the numbers and mil- 
tary engines of the Greeks, and in- 
dig y retreated with their faccs 
to the enemy. The unfortunate 
Melo ended his life, a mm at 
the court of Germany: his Norman 
followers, excluded from their native 
and their promifed land, wandered 
among the hills and vallies of Italy, 
and earned “ d wae ercneme re | by 


the fword. 
{word, the ae of C Bene- 
ventum, rno, and Naples, alter- 


nately appealed in their domeftic 


uarrels; the fu {pirit and 
ifcipline of the ecmntes - 
md to the fide which they efpo 


their cautious 


see 8 their aid ‘ele i 
their fervice lefs profi 


the de a pee gr ee ee 
pia ; “¢ were foon endowed 
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their fuctefs attraéted every year 
new {warms of pilgrims and foldi- 
érs; the poor were urged by neceili- 
ty ; the ricty were excited by hope ; 
and the brave and attive fpirits of 
Normandy were impatient of eafe 
and ambitious of renown. ~The in 
dependent: ftandard of Averfa af- 
forded: thelter and encouragement to 
the outlaws. of the province, toevery 
fugitive who bad efcaped from the 
injuftiee or juftice of his fuperiors ; 
and thefe foreign affociates were 
quickly affimilated in manners and 
Janyuage to the Gallic colony. The 
firft leader of the Normans was 
count Rainulf ; and in the origin of 
fociety, pre-eminence of rank is the 
reward and the proof of fuperior 
merit. 
“ Since the conqueft of Sicily by 
the Arabs, the Grecian emperors 
ad been anxtous to regain that va- 
uable: poffeflion ; but their efforts, 
however firenuous, had been op- 
fed by the diftance and the fea. 
heir coftly armaments, after a 
gleam of fuccefs, added new pages 
of calamity and difgrace to the By- 
gantine annals: twenty thoufand of 
their beft troops were loft in a fingle 
expedition y and the victorious Mof- 
Jems derided the policy of a nation, 
which entrufted eunuehs not only 
with the cuffody of their women, 
but with the command of their men. 
After a reign of two hundred years, 
the Saracens ‘were ruined by their 
divifions. The emir difclaimed the 
guthority of the king of Tunis; the 
people rofe againit the emir; the 
cities were ufurped by the chiefs; 
each meaner rebel was independent 
in his village or caftle; arg the 
weaker of two’ rival brothers im- 
plored the friendfhip of the Chrifti- 
ans. In every fervice of danger, 
the Normans. were prow pt und ufe, 
ful; and@ five hundred knighktsy or 
Witrriors on Hiorfebacky were enc die 
8 i 


by Arduin, the agent and interpreter 
of the Greeks, andes the ftandard of 
Maniaces, governor of Lombardy, 
Before their landing, the brothers 
were reconciled; the union of Si- 
cily and Africa was reftored ; and 
the ifland was guarded to the wa. 
ter’s edge. The Normans led the 
the van, and the Arabs of Meffina feit 
the valour of an untried foe, Ing 
fecond aétion the emir of Syracufe 
was unhorfed, and tranfpierced by 
the iron arm of William of Haute. 
ville. In a third engagement, his 
intrepid companions difcomfited the 
hott of fixty thoufand Saracens, and 
left the Greeks no more than the 
labour of the purfuit: a fplendid 
viéto:y ; but of which the pen of 
the hiftorian may divide the merit 
with the lance of the Normans. It 
is, however, true, that they eflenti- 
ally promoted the fuccefs of Mani- 
aces, who reduced thirteen cities and 
the greater of Sicily under the 
0 nce of the emperor. But his 
military fame was fullied by ingra- 
titude and tyranny. Inthe divifiog 
of the fpoil, the deferts of his brave 
auxiliaries were forgotten ; and nei- 
ther their avarice nor their pride 
could brook this injurious treat- 
ment. . They complained, by the 
mouth of their interpreter: their 
complaint was difregarded ; their 
interpreter was fcourged, the fuffer- 
ings Were his; the infult and refent. 
meht belonged to thofe whofe fenti- 
ments he had delivered. Yet they 
diffémbled till they had obtained, or 


ftolén, a fafe paflage to the Italian 


continent : their brethren of Averfa - 


fympathifed in their indignation, 
“and the province of Apulia was in- 
-vaded’ as the forfeit of the debt. 
“Above twenty years: after the firft 
“emigration, the Normans took the 


field-with no more than feven hun- 


“dred borfe and five hundred foot ; 
‘and after the recall of the Byzantine 


legions, 
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legions, from the Sicilian war, their 
numbers are magnified to the amount 
cf threefeore thoulandman. ‘Their 
herald propofed the option of battle 
or retreat; ** of battle,”’ was the 
unanimous cry ef the Normans; 
and one of their ftouteft war:iors, 
with a ftroke of his fill, felled to the 
ground the horfe of the Greek mei- 
jenger. He was difmitied with a 
fretli hovfe; the infult was concealed 
from the Imperial troops; but im 
two fucceflive battles they were more 
fatally inftruéted of the proweis of 
their adverfaries. In the plains of 
Cannz, the Afiatics fled before the 
adventurers of France; the duke of 
Lombardy was made prifoner ; the 
Apulians acquiefced in a new do- 
ninion; and the four places of Bari, 
Otranto, Brundufium, and Taren- 
tum, were alone faved in the fhipé 
wreck of the Grecian fortunes. From 
this ara we may date the eftablith- 
iment of the Norman power, which 
foon echipfed the infant colony of 
Averia. [Twelve counts were chofea 
by the popular fultrage ; and age, 
birth, and merit, were the motives 
of their choice, . Fhe tributes of 
their peculiar diftricts were appro- 
priated to their ufe ; and each count 
erected a fortreis in the midit of his 
Jands, and at the head of his vaflals, 
la the centre .of the province, the 
common habitation of Melphi was 
referved as the metropolis and cita- 
del of the republic; an houfe and 


is7}) 


feparate quarter was allotted to each 
ot the twelve counts ; and the na- 
tional concerns were 


this military fenate. 1: 


William the roa arm, ty 
the language of the» is 
lion in battle, a arab iadasety . 


tional hiftorian. 

fays Maletta, “+ are a cusining and, 
“ revengeful people ; eloquence and. 
«+ difimulation appeat to be their 
‘¢ hereditary qualities: they. can {loop 
“to flatter; but unie they-are 
‘curbed by the eft.aint of law, 
“ they indulge the licentioufnets of 
“ nature and paflion. ‘Their princes 
“ affect the praife of pov ebeyeon 
“ nificence; the people the 
“ wee or ep ae nal 
“ tremes of avarice and predi ; 
“+ and, in their eager thictt ot vealth 
* and dominion, they defpife what- 
ever they pofiefs, and hope what- 
* ever they defire, Arms andhorfes, 
“ the luxury of drefs, the exereifes 
* of hunting and hawking, are the 
** delight of the Normans; but, on 
«+ pretling eccafions, they can endure 
** with incredible patience the incle- 
*-mency of every climate, and the 
“ ~ and abftinence of a military 





Pustre and Parvate CEREMONIES of the CHINESE. 
{From the 114 Volume of the Abbé Grossrer’s Defcription of Cutwa.]} 
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this head, whith to us appears tobe 


of very little. im ; 
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rhe loweft, is tly acquainted 
with the tithes he muft give to o- 
thers, and with thofe that are due to 
himfelf ; he knows alfo what marks 
of politenefs he has reafon to expect, 
thofe which it is his duty to 
fhew; the honours he can accept, 
and thofe which he ought to pay. 
In China there are no difputes con- 
cerning rank and precedency, two 
ater ‘which, in other countries, 
ve predueed fo many quarrels, oc- 
cafioned fo much bloodihed, and 
propagated enmity that has been 
even tranfmitted to fucceeding gene- 
rations. 

* A vifit in China is confidered 
as an affair of very great folemnity. 
It requires formal preliminaries, with 
which the Europeans are not ac- 
quainted, or which, at leafi, they 
have thought proper to lay afide. But 
Jet us firft {peak of thofe vifits, which 
are paid by the inhabitants of an 
city to the governor. They are al- 
ways accompanied with prefents, of 
more or lefs value. It is cuftomary 
alfo, to add to them a long varnithed 
box, ornamented with gilded flow- 
ers, and divided in the infide into 
a or twelve fmall compartments, 

ich are filled with different kinds 
of fweetmeats. 

* As foon as the vifiters have 
reached the hall, in which the cere- 
mony is to be performed, they all 

e themfelves ina line, make a 
ofound reverence, throw them- 
Elves on their knees, and bend their 
heads even to the earth, uniefs the 
governor raifes them up, which 
he generally does. Sometimes the 
moit confiderable among them takes 
@ cup filled with wine, lifts it up 
with both his hands, prefents it to 
the governor, and pronounces aloud, 
mre of prayer, ““Fo-titou, be- 
” the wine that brings ha 
“ pinefs. Cheou-tfiou, behold 
+s wine which gives Jengtb of days.’’ 


A moment after another advances, 
and, lifting up fome fweetmeats in 
the fame manner, prefents them, 
with refpect, tothe mandarin. “ Be. 
** hold,’’ fays he, *the fugar of long 
‘* life ;”’ others repeat the like cere. 
monies three times, and always with 
the fame wifhes, When a governor 
has diftinguithed himfelf by his zeal, 
and by his mildnefs towards the peo- 
pie» which fometimes happens, the 
iterati of his diftri€ have recourfe 
to a peculiar expedient, in order to 
acquaint him, that he is univerfally 
efteemed, They caufea drefs to be 
made for him, which is eompofed of 
fall fquare pieces of fattin; fome 
red, others blue, green, black, yel- 
low, &c. His birth-day is chofen 
as a time proper for prefenting him 
this drefs, which they carry, with 

eat ceremony, amidft the found of 

ifferent mufical inftruments. When 
they arrive, they are introduced into 
the outer hall, which ferves the man- 
darin as a tribunal; their nce is 
announced, and the magiftrate him. 
felf, foon after, makes his appear- 
ance. They then prefent this veft- 
ment, and beg him to put it on. 
The mandarin at firft refufes, and 
declares he has not merited that ho, 
nour ; but he at length yields to the 
intreaties of the. literati, and 

vers of the people. They t 
sna him put on this chequered gar- 
ment, the different colours of which 
are fuppofed to reprefent all the 
nations that wear different drefles, 
and to inform the mandarin, that 
he is worthy of ruling them all. 

“ He wears this veftment 
once ; but it is carefully preferved 
in his family, as.a mark of diftinc- 
tion and honour ; and it is fo much 
the more valuable, as it — ne- 


-ver to have been proftitut 


“A vifit to a fuperior mbft al- 
ways be paid before dinner ; and it 


-sauit be paid, if not fafting, at leaft 


befere 
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before one has tafted wine. A man- 
darin would confider it as a grofs 
infult, did the perfon who vifits him 
in the leaft fmell of this liquor. 
However, if a viflit is retu 
fame day it is received, it may be 
done after dinner. This is a mark 
of attention and refpeét, which ex- 
cufes every thing. 

«The commencement of ev 
year, certain eftablithed feftivals, 
marriage of a friend, the birth of a 
fon, the time of his being promoted 
to fome office, when any of the fa- 
mily dies, or when one undertakes 
a long journey, or when a friend 
does the fame, &c. are all days on 
which, according to the rules of Chi- 
nefe politenefs, vifits muft be paid and 
received ; and people always carry 
with them, on fi ions, cers 
tain prefents fuited to the tafte and 
wants of thofe whom they vifit. 

“No perfon in China can pay 
a vifit without previoufly fen 
a vifiting card, called Tie-tfée, to 
the er of the perfon to whom 
the honour is ene Phos card 
is of red tr, befprinkled with a 
few ilded jowers, and folded up in 
the form of a fereen. The vifiter’s 
name is written on one of the folds; 
and the ftyle of the card is more or 
lefs refpeétful, according to the rank 
and quality of the perfon to whom 
it is fent. They will fay, for ex- 
ample, ‘ your lordfhip’s fincere and 
s affectionate friend, aud the perpe- 
* tual difciple of your doétrine, pre- 
“ fents himfelf in that quality, to pay 
“his refpects, and to make you a 
“bow, even to the earth, Tun- 
** cheoupai.”’ If the vifit is defigned 
to an intimate friend, or to a perfon 
of pola rank, the Tie-tfe is, 
for the moft part, only a leaf of plain 
paper; but if either the writer, or 
the perfori who receives it, be in 
pouring, itjsof black paper, 


the tfe 


{s9} 


« Vifit may be avoided, if thofe 
to whom they are intended be of 
fuperior rank to thofe who propofe to 
pay them. By receiving one’s Tie- 
ee, or card, one is fuppofed to re- 
ceive the vifit. The porter is de- 
fired to tel] the vifiter that, in or- 
der to put him to as little trouble as 
poffible, he is d not to get out 
of hischair. After which, either on 
the fame day, or on fome of the three 
following, the perfon vifited, in turn, 
—— a Tie-tfée, which is only 
imply received, or followeis only 
real vifit. 
add The following ceremonial is 

by the great, when they acce 
an intended vift. We fu va hon, 
that the perfon who pays it is of 
diftinguifhed rank. He js firft con- 
dugted, without quitting his chair, 
through the two outer courts of the 


tribunal, which are v gene 
and when he spphoechis ent 
of the hall, the mafter of the ho 
comes to receive him, 

“When he arrives at this hall, 
he finds two domeftics, who hold 
the umbrella and large fan of their 
mafter, inclined towards one an- 
other, and which have hitherto pre- 
vented him from being feen. 
ftranger himfelf is concealed behind 
a large fan, which is held by one of 
his attendants, and who never re- 
tires until his mafter is near 
to falute the perfon whom he is 
come to vifit. 

«“ Thence commence all thofe for- 
malities, which are, fo minutely 
pointed out in the Chinefe book of 
ceremonies. ‘This book determines 
the number éf falutations that one 
muft make, by bending the head 
towards the breaft, the terms that 
muft be ufed, the titles of honour 
neceffary to be given, the reci 
genufiections each muft make, and 


the fteps they muft take to be fome- 


times 





Pes 
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tunes on the right fide, and fometimes 
on the lett. The maiter of- the 
houfc, by a motion of his hand, in- 
Vites the ranger to enter, and at the 
fame time pronounces only the word 
** Tiin-tfin ;’? the vifiter replies by 
“ Pou-can,” that is to fay, 1 dare 
not; alter which they beth enter. 
‘The matter of the houfe, then re- 
fpectfully falutes the chair which is 
deftined for him; he even wipes it, 
with his robe, to remove the duft, 
Ov rather to make him obferve that 
the chair js ¢lean, 

“ As foon as they are feated, the 
vifter, with a grave and ferious gir, 
explains the motive ot his visit, 
The perfon vitited replies with the 
faine vy. ie iP ently. bends 


‘ 


his e They m h fit u 

Tighe atsid caning againft the bak 
the chair,’ caft their. eyes a litde 
downwards, have their hands placed 
on their knees, and their feet fretch- 
ed out, and in, the fame diseétion : 
the leaft air of abfence, or inatten- 
tion, would be confidered as,ay, in- 


* ful. 


“ A litelé time after, a domettic, 
properly dreffet, brings in, upon a 
tea-board, as many cups of tea, 2s 
the hall coptaigs perfons. The 
manney of taking the cup, of cari y- 
ing it to the mouth, of return- 


ing it to the domeftic, form fo many _ prefe 
one of his domsitics, together wat! 
a Tig-tfes, it is recived with: the 


articles of the book of ceremonies, 
which muft all be obferved with the 


“moft rigid’ minutenefs and punctu- 


ality. ° fice 

“The ceremonies *t departure 
gre equally formal, though of lets 
confequence, ‘The matter of the 


houfe conduéts you to your chair, 


he fees you enter, and waits until 


.the porters have taken it up. You 


then bid him once more adieu, and 

he again returns you the compli- 

ment. : . . 
« We have already faid, that vi- 


"fits generally are accompanted with 
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prefents; when that is the cafe, to. 
the Tic-tf_e, or vifiting card, is add- 
ta, a Ly-tan. This tsa pice ¢ of. 
red paper, upon whieh are written 
the naine of the perfon who finds 
the prefent, and the number of the 
aides that compofe it, If the vifiter 
comes in perfon, he delivers the bil- 
ket himfeif, which the mafter of the 
houfe receives with his own hand, and 
afterwards delivers to one of his do- 
mefiics. A profound bow is gene- 
rally the retucn by way of thanks, 
The billet, howewer, is never read 
until the vifjter has. retired, and it 
is them. that the perfon for whom 
the prefents are intended, receives or 
rejects fuch of them-as he thinks 
proper. The_ billet is always kept, 
if the whole or any. part of them are 
accepted... In the former cafe, a 
note of thamks is,weitten; the fame 
thing js dane: if only a few artic 
ate, Telected, with this difference, 
that thofe which are. xetarned. are 
mentioned 3 Is: ag If nothing 
is kept, the’ bs #. i only . fent 
back, but alwaxs gegonspanicd with 
another, in which the perfon for 
whom the prefent was int: nded, begs 
to “plea I and returos thanks, 
* Pi-fic,”? cry they, “ thele are 
ts pearls; I dare mot touch them.” 
+ If the perfait, who, mabes the 
-fent, thin. proper to fend. it b 


fame ceremonics as if it were prefent- 
ed by the ae Some! unes a can 
is fent, fiznifying the intention of 
fending a cettsin prefent ; ip fucha 
cafe, the perfon ta whom the offer 
is made, marks with.2 pencil the 
articles which he aor. ptsy and they 
are immediately brought and feut 
him. A note of thonkyis then wiit- 
ten, te which is added, if ny of the 
articles are returned, “ Yu-pi, with. 
“ regard to fhe reft, they are valu- 
+ able pearls.” We have —T 
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fiid that the ufe of ‘pearls is ‘for- 
bidden in China, 

« Epiftolary correfpondénce, even 
hetween private individuals, is al- 
ways attendéd with céttain éftablifh- 
ed ceremonies, and théfe become 
more complicated, if one writes to 
a perfon ot rank or diftinétion. It 


js then neceflary to ufe+a piece of 


white paper, whith “has fén or 
tweive folds : the lettér mift be: in 
on the fecond, and the fignature 
muft be written en the faft. 

«“ The chareéters employed “Afe 
elfo different according to the cir- 
cumftances. . The fmaller they are, 
thy are confilered as fo much the 
more refpectful. The words ufed, 
end the diftance deft between the 
linee. are alfo to be fuited to the 
rank of the perfon to whom the let- 
ter is addrefied. But in-all cafes 
whatever, the ftyle muft be differ- 
ent from that ufed in commen con- 
verfation. "Two feals muft alfo be 
aflixed to it, one over the fignature. 
and the other above the firft cha- 
raéters of the letter. Some are con- 

“tented with placing a feal upon the 
“fiiall ‘bag, Which “‘firves it as a co- 
ver; Of thefe ‘there are varions 
‘kinds, {Ome of ‘which*are orna- 
‘Métited with a “beautiful border : 
‘andther tiiftom, “which we late 
“Nolén from the Chinefe ; but amorig 
“thém “the over “rift sheays be 
‘double. “On the firft are writtén 


the(e"'two ‘words, “«'Nuy-han, the 


“ec létter “is within.”” The’ packet 
"is inclofed-in’ a fecorid cover, thicker 
“thart thé fornier, Which is dlfo partly 
‘Cdveted By’ a barld of fed’ paper on 
“whith are fated “dut,-In large tha- 
“fatkers, the titirie gt ‘sme of the 

erfon to whdm" the Tettér is ‘ad- 
era. ‘ ohe fife is Viritten, in 
“Yrialer Caiivetes, tie anne of _ 
{ province, City or* plate, “where he 
Pofes ton thy er, ‘thty - like- 
"wife write the date. This fecond 


[6"} 


‘bar is clofed at both ends, and «a 
feal is placed upon each of thefe, 
with the words “* Hou-fong,” that 
is to fay, fecdred and fealed. 

— The martnér of faluting in 
China, even amonz people of mo- 
erate rank, is much lefs expedi- 
tious than ours. Something ‘more is 
required there than fimply bowing or 
lifting the hat. .A common faluta- 
tion corfifts in joining both hands 
together before the breaft, moving 
them in an 4ffectionate manner, 
"beriding the head a little, and reci- 
procally pronouncing “ ‘TYin-tfin,” 
a complimentary word, which has 
almoft the fame fignification as 
thofe tht we ufe when we fay, 
* your humble fervant.””. When 
one meets 2 psrfon of fuperior rank, 
it is then necefiary to join the hands, 
raife them above the forehead, -af- 
terwards bring them down to the 
earth, and make a profound bow 
with the whole body. 

When two perfons who are ac- 
quainted meet after an abfence of 
any time, they both fall én their 
“Knees oppofite one another, bend 
their bodies to the earth, then raife 
them up, and repeat the fame ce- 
remoni¢es two or three times. At 
an ordinary interview, the commén 
phtafe “ how d’ye ‘do ?” és uféd, 
arid the anfwer is: “ ‘well, 
* thanks to your abun int Felicity, 
** Cao-lao-ye-hung-fo.” When the 
Chinefe fee 2 man who-is in 
health, they fay to him, «*Yurig- 
“ fo,”” that is to fay, ‘profperity 
“is “paihted in your looks ; yeu 
“" have a happy ¢mintenance.”’ 

“ When'a’ Chintefe gives “himfelf 
‘any’ trouble ‘to oblige “another ; 
** Ah!’ fays the latter, “« you"are 
“« Javidly of your “heart!” When 


‘the féFviee is rendered, * Ste-pou- 


"6¢fin,’?” the on'on: 

the “ob 4s conferred, “ m 

“ thanks cannot have an end.” 
Das 
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Does any one offer to do a piece of 
kindnefs to another—the anfwer is, 
* Poucan, Poucan, Poucan ; I dare 
* not, I dare not, I dare not.”’ 
It is alfo cuftomary, at the end of a 
fumptuous banquet, to fay to thole 
who have been entertained, ** Yeou- 
“ man” or Tai-man ; we havegiven 
** you a poor reception ; we have 
* treated you very 11).”” 

«¢ When two maridarins, of equal 
rank, meet in the ftreet, they ne- 
ver quit their chairs; each, joins 
both hands, moves them downwards, 


then raifes them to the f 

and this falutation is repeated uri. 
til they are out of each other’s fight ; 
but if one of the two be of higher 
rank than the other, the latter or- 
ders his chair to ftop ; if he is on 
herfeback, he difmounts, and makes 
a profound bow to his fuperior. In 
a word, politenefs in China is as 
prevalent even in villages as in ci- 
ties ; and, as it has been eftablithed 
into a law, it is attended with as 
little fincerity in the one as in the 
other.) 





Some Account ofthe BREBES and Counrr'y MOORS of 
MOROCCO. 


{From the Firft Vol. of M. Crenier’s Prefent State of the Empire of 
Morocco. } 


« E fhould divide the differ- 

ent tribes that people this 
empire into two principal claffes ; 
that is to fay, the Brebes and the 
Moors. 1 fhall not dwell ™ the 
fignification of the name Brebes, 
which the mountaineers have ac- 
quired and preferved ; conjectures 
only can be formed on the fubject, 
the incertitude concerning the ori- 
gin of thefe people, and the epocha 
of their firft fettlements, being con- 
fidered. 

«© The Brebes, as well as the 
Moors, no doubt, adopted the Ma- 
hommetan religion, analogous as it 
was to their manners and chief cuf- 
toms, on the firft invafion of the 
Arabs ; but they are ignorant, and 
little faithful to its except 
to that which infpires them with a 
hatred for other religi Maho- 
metanifm has not the anci- 


ent habits and prejudices of thefe 
people, for they eat f ine’s flefh, and, 
in thofe places where there are vine- 
yards, drink wine ; and rea- 
fon why, fay they, we make it our- 
felves. It the fouthern parts of 
Mount Atlas they put it into earth- 
en jars, the better to preferve it, 
and into barrels made from the 
trunks of hollow trees, the but-ends 
of which they fpread over with 
pitch, keep it in caverns, and even 
in water. In the province of Rif; 
toward the north, they give it a 
flight boiling, which deprives it of 
its fumes, ay makes it = ory 
cating: they, p o thi 
that this matted chtes nial to the 
{pirit of the Koran. 

‘ Buried in their mountains, the 
Brebes maintain their refent- 
ment againft the Moors, whom, 

ing them with the Arabs, 
they 
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they regard as ufu In thefe 
tam tay ahaa ferocity of 
charaéter, and ftrength of body, 
which render them more proper for 
war and labour than the Moors of 
the plain in general are; the in- 
dependence they profefs imparts 
more of charaéter to their counte- 
nance; but it is neceflary to have 
lived long among thefe nations to 
perceive the difference. Subjected 
to the emperor of Morocco by re- 
ligious prejudices, they fhake off 
his authority whenever they think 
proper, and, intrenched as they are 
in their mountains, to attack and 
vanquifh them is difficult. 

« The Brebes have a language 
of their own, and never marry but 
among each other, They have 
tribes or Cafiles ~ them who 
are exceedingly powertul, both by 
their number and courage. Such 
are thofe of Gomera on the borders 
of Rif, of Gayroan toward Fez, of 
Timoor, extending along mount 
Atlas from Mequinez to Tedla, of 
Shavoya from Tedla to Duquella, 
and of Mifhboya from Morocco to 
the fouth. The emperor of Morocco 
keeps the children of the chiefs of 
thefe tribes at court as hoftages for 
their fidelity. 

“ The Brebes have no diftinc- 
tion of drefs; they are always 
clothed in woollen like the Moors ; 
and, though they inhabit moun- 
tains, feldom wear caps. Thefe 
mountaineers, as well as their wives, 
have exceedingly fine teeth, and 
fhew figns of vigour, which diftin- 
guifh them from the-other tribes. 
Tt is common for them to hunt li- 
‘ons and tigers, and the very mo- 
thers have a cuftom of decorating 
their children with a tiger’s claw, or 
the remnant of a lion’s hide on the 
head, thinking that by this means 
they acquire ftrength and courage. 
The fame kind of fuperftition, no 


doubt, occafions young wives to get 
their hufbands thefe forts of amulets. 
The Brebes and the Shellu having 
a language common to themfelves, 
and unknown to the Moors, maft 
both have had the fame origin, not- 
withftanding the difference there is 
in their mode of life. The Sheilu 
live on the frontiers of the empire 
toward the fouth ; their population 
is by means fo great as that of the 
Brebes, nor are they fo ferocious ; 
“ do not marry with other tribes ; 
and, though they praétife many fu- 
perftitious rites, they are faithful 
obfervers of their religion. 

* After the Brebes, who are 
confiderably lous, I fhall f 
of the Stacey ths greateft Sakane 
of whom are extended over. the 
country’, and the remaiader inhabit 
the cities. 

** The former, that is, the Moors 
of the country, live in tents, and 
have frefh encampments every year, 
to give reft to the land, and obtain 
freth pafturage; but they are not 
allowed to remove, without having 
firft informed their governor. Like 
the ancient Arabs, they are entirely 
addiéted to a country life. Their 
egcampments, which they call Dou- 
hars, compoted of numerous tents, 
form a crefcent, fomewhat narrow- 
ed toward the end, or elfe are ereét- 
ed in two parallel lines; and their 
flocks and herds returning from paf- 
ture,* occupy the centre. 
fometimes clofe the entrance of the 
douhars with thorn faggots, but fet 
no other guards than a number of 
dogs, which bark unceafingly at the 
approach of a ftranger, h dou- 
har has its chief, who is fubordinate 
to a ftill fuperior officer, appointed 
to fuperintend and govern a number 
of thefe encampments; and many 
of thefe lefler divifions are again 
reunited under the government of 
a bafhaw; fome of whom have a 

; thou- 





‘(64] ACCOUNT of the BREBES, &c. of MOROCCO. 


thoufand douhars under their com- 
mand. 

“¢ The tents of the Moors are 
fomewhat of a conic form, are fel- 
dom more than eight or ten feet 
high in the centre, and from twenty 
to five and twenty in length. Like 
thofe of the remoteft antiquity, their 
figure is that of a thip overfet, th 
keel of which is only feen. Thefe 
tents are made of twine, compofed 
of goat’s hair, camel’s wool, and 
the leaves of the wild palm, fo that 
they keep out water; but, being 
‘black, they produce a difagreeable 
effeé& ata diftant view. 

«© The Moors in camp live in the 
utmoft fimplicity, rand fent a 
faichful picture of the earth’s inha- 
bitants in the firft ages. Education, 
the temperance of the climate, and 
the rigour of the government, @i- 
minith the wants of thefe people, 
who find in their own provinces, 
and the milk and wool of their 
flocks, every thing neceflary for their 
food and cloathing. It is their cuf- 
tom to have feveral wives, a luxury 
much lefs felt among people who 
have few wants than among thofe 
who have many; it is even advan- 
tageous to aconomy, the women 
having charge of all domeftic af- 
fairs. Beneath their ill-fecured 
‘tents, they are employed in milk- 
ing their cows, to fupply their daily 
“wants, and, when the milk is in 
abundance, they make butter. They 
fort and fift their wheat and barley, 
de vegetables, and daily grind 

our with a mil! compofed of two 
‘round ftones, eighteen inches in dia- 
“meter ; in the v one of which 
‘avhardle is fixed while it turns on 
van cade, which projects from that 
‘beneath. Thev daily make bread, 
which 'they bake well, or ill, as it 
‘happens, between two earthen plates, 
‘and very often on the ground heat- 
ed by fire. 


“ Their common food is coofcoo- 
foo, a pafte made of flour in the 
form of fmall grains, in ‘the man. 
ner of Italian paftes. This coof. 
coofoo they derek by the vapour of 
broth in a round dith, with holes 
like a colander, and that is fixed: in 
the kettle in which they boil their 
meat. The coofeoofoo, contained 
in this deep plate, or colander, js 
flowly foitened, and prepared by 
the vapour of the broth, with which 
they take care to moiften it occafi- 
onally. 

“ Simple as this food is, it js 
very nourifhing, and alfo very a- 
greeable, when thofe habitual pre- 
yudices are overcome which each na- 
tion has for its own cuftoms, and 
which cannot be eradicated but by 
an intercourfe with other nations. 
The common people eat their coof- 
coofoo with milk or butter indiffer- 
ently ; but thofe more at their eafe, 
as the governors of provinces, or 
their lieutenants, who live in the 
centre of their encampments, have 
it drefled by a rich broth made with 
mmitton, poultry, and pigeons, er 
hedge-hogs, ond mix : Sfeerwutd 
with freth butter. 

‘* Thefe otficers receive ftrangers 
in their camps with like cordiality 
to that with which the guefts of Ja- 
cob and Laban were received. They 
kill a fleep on their arrival, which 
they immediately put to the fpit ; 
and, if they have not a fpit ready, 
a wooden one ismade ; when roaft- 
ed by a very quick fire, and ferved 
up in a wooden platter, their mut- 
ton looks and eats exceedingly well. 
I have often been prefent at fimilar 
repafts, the fimplicity of which I 
refpeéted. “I imagined myfelf in a 
dream, and tranfported under the 
tents of the patriarchs. 

“ The employment of the wo- 
men is alfo to pre their wool, 
fpin, and weave in looms, hung 

- length- 
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lengthways in their tents. Thefe 
looms are formed by a lift of an 
ell and a half long, to which the 
threads of the warp are fixed at one 
end, and at the other on a roller of 
equal length; the weight of which, 
being fufpended, keeps them ftretch- 
ed. The threads of the warp are 
fo hung as to be readily interfected. 
Inftead of thuttles, the women pats 
the thread of the woof through the 
warp with their fingers, and with 
an iron comb, having a handle, 
prefs the woof to give a body to 
their cloth. Each piece, of about 
five ells long, and an ell and a half 
wide, is called a haick ; it receives 
neither drefling, milling, nor dying, 
but is immediately fit for ufe ; it is 
the conftant dreb of the Moors of 
the country, is without feam, and 
incapable of varying according to 
the caprices of fafhion. When 
dirty, it is wafhed; the Moor is 
wrapped up in it day and night, and 
this haick is the living model of the 
drapery of the ancients. 

«« The country Moors wear only 
their woollen ftuffs, without fhirts 
or drawers, linen among thefe na- 
tions being an article of luxury 
known only to the court and city. 
The wardrobe of a country Moor, 
who is in eafy circumftances, confifts 
in a haick for fummer, another for 
winter, a cape, a red cap, and a 
pair of flippers. The common peo- 
ple, both of country and town, wear 
a kind of tunic of white , or 
mixed woollen cloth, which defcends 
half way down the leg, with large 
fleeves and a cape, much refembling 
the drefs of the Carthufian friars. 

* The country women likewife 
wear only a haick tied round their 
waift, the folds of which, coverin 
the neck and fhoulders, are faftened 
by filver clafps. The finery of which 
the country women are moft defirous 
are sarge ear-rings, made im: the 

1788, 


fhape of a crefcent, or filver ri 
withtuesdatananele for the final 
of the leg. Thefe they wear, a- 
midft all their employments, lefs 
from vanity than becaufe they know" 
not the ufe of drawers, or chefts, 
in which to lay them up. They 
alfo wear necklaces of {mall colour 
ed giafs beads, or clove grains ftrung 
on a filken thread. 

“© Befide thefe embellifhments, 
the country women, to make them- 
felves more beautiful, paint the 
fkin of their fate, neck, bofom, and 
almoft of their whole body, with 
the forms of flowers and ornaments. 
Thefe impreffions are made with 
models, in which are the points of 
needles that flightly rafe the fkin, 
under which a blue colour is infert- 
ed, or gunpowder pulverized, which 
is never effaced. The cuftom is ex- 
ceedingly ancient, and has been 
common to numerous nations in 
Tartary, Afia, the fouthern parts 
of Europe, and, perhaps, over the 
whole earth. It is not, however, 
general to all the Moorith tribes, 
the women of fome of which bear 
on the forehead, or on the chir, @ 
crofs impearled at the four ends, or 
elfe the fame crofs as if ent 
from a chain, the figure of which, 
traced round the neck, defcends to 
the bofom. Thefe tribes are 
bably defcendants of thofe who for- 
merly were fulyeéted to the Chrifti- 
ans of Africa, and who, to avoid 
paying taxes like the Moors, thus 
imprinted croffes upon their fkins 
that they might ite Chriftianss 
This cuftom, which originally might 
ferve to diftinguith tribes by: their 
religion, or from each other, after- 
ward became a mode of decoration, 
that was habitualiy retained, after 
ai] remembrance of its origin was 
effaced. 

‘* The country Moors regard their 
wives lefs as: companions than’ as 
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flaves. d-ftined to labour ; tilling 
the ground excepted, they have the 
care of every thing; and I may 
add, to the difgrace of humanity, 
that in certain poor parts women 
are feen with a mule, an afs, or 
fome other animal, drawing the 
plough. When the Moors remove 
their douhars, or encampments, the 
men, all feated on the ground in a 
circle, with their elbows on their 
" knees, converfe together, while the 
women take down the tents, pack 
up the effeéts, and load their ca- 
mels, or oxen; the old afterward 
cury bundles, and the young their 
children upon their backs in blank- 
ets tied round the waift. In the 
fouthern parts the women are alfo 
obliged to look after the horfes, 
clean, faddle, and bridle them, 
while the hufband, always defpotic 
in thefe climates, commands, and 
feems only born to be obeyed. 

«« The country women walk un- 
veiled; their fkin is tanned, nor 


can they make abfolute pretenfions 


to beauty. In fome places, how- 
ever, they paint their cheeks, and 
every where ftain their hair, their 
feet, and their finger’s-ends, with 
an herb called henna, which pro- 
duces a deep faffron colour. This 
muft have been an ancient Cuftem 
among the nations of Afia. Abu- 
Beker ttained his eyebrows and 
beard of the fame colour, and he 
has been imitated by many of his 
fuceeffors. A reverence for reliyion 
might have introduced the cuftom, 
wich the women afterwards made 
ornamental. It may, however, 
feem more probable that the cuftom 
of painting the beard and hair, of 
plucking it up by the roots, and 
fhaving the head in warm countries, 
firtt originated in cleanlinefs, for 
the fame reaion as combs are tifed in 
thofe countries where the hair is worn, 

“ The marriave-ceremonies of 
the-Aloors, who live in tents, much 


refemble thofe of the cities ; ade. 
icription of which will be feen its 
its place. The nuptials of the 
douhar are in general more gay and 
fplendid, and they carefully invite 
paffing ftrangers, that they may 
contribute to the expence of the 
fefiival; and in this they are more 
interefted than hofpitable. 

“ The tribes difperfed over the 
country ufually confine their mar- 
riages each within itfelf, feldom in- 
termarrying with other _ tribes, 
They are always embroiled by their 
prejudices, which dcfcend from ge- 
neration to generation, or which, 
feebly flumbering, awake if a ca- 
mel happen to be loft, or on the 
leaft difpute concerning pafturage, 
or wells of water. Intermarriages 
among thefe tribes, far from pro- 
ducing harmony, have often given 
birth to fcenes fo tragical ts fcarce- 
ly to be believed among other nsa- 
tions ; fuch as men murdered by 
their wives, or women flaughtered 
by their hufbands, to revenge na- 
tional quarrels between their differ- 
ent tribes. 

*“ Their children, however nu- 
merous, are no incumbrance to the 
parent, for, as foon as able, they 
are al} put to work; they keep the 
flocks, carry wood, affift in tilling 
the ground, and gathering the har- 
veft. In the evening, when they 
return from their day’s labour, all 
the children of the douhar aflemble 
m a common tent, where the iman, 
who himfelf can fearcely fpell, teaches 
them to read fome leflons in the 
Koran, tranfcribed on boards, and 
inftruéts them in their religion by 
the light of a fire made of {traw, un- 
derwood, and cow-dung, dried in 
the fun. The heat is moft felt in 
the inland parts of the country, and 
there children, of both fexes, often 
run naked till they are nine or ten 
years old, : 

DE- 





DESCRIPTION of CASOS and its INHABITANTS, 


{From Mr. Savary’s Lerrers on Greece.) 


“ ASOS is one of the Cy- 

C “clades. It received its 
« name from Cafo, father of Cleo- 
«“ machus. This little ifland fent a 
“colony to Mount Cafius, depen- 
“dent on Syria.”’  Cafos, fays 
Strabo, “ is diftant from Carpathus 
* (now called Scavpanto) feventy 
“ ftadii, or two leagues and a half, 
* and two hundred and fifty ftadia, 
“or nine leagues, from samonium, 
“a promontory of Crete. It is 
“eighty ftadia (three leagues) in 
“« circumference ; on it is a town of 
“the fame name, and round it fe- 
“veral fimaller iflands.’’ Pliny 
gives the diftances very differently ; 
but he was miftaken. I have vilit- 
ed the places, and muft pronounce 
in favour of the accuracy of Strabo. 

“* The ifle of Cafos has fuffered 
the common fate of the Archipela- 
go. It is now fubject to the Turks, 
but they dare not inhabit it, be- 
caufe it has no fort. They would 
be afraid of being made prifoners 
by the privateers of Malta, as has 
happened to them more than once 
at Antiparos, and other places de- 
ftitute of fortreiles. This fear isa 
moft fortunate circumftance for the 
inhabitants, who owe to that alone 
the tranquillity, happinefs, and 1i- 
berty they enjoy. 

“The day after we caft anchor, 
I was impatient to go on fhore. 
The boat accordingly was launched, 
and we rowed towards the rocks 
which furround the ifland, but were 
at a lofs where to land. Every = 
of the fhore was defended by dan- 
gerous fhoals, over which the foam- 
ing waves broke with great noife 
and violence. On whichever fide 


we caft our eyes, Cafos a 
inaccethible. At length one of the 
inhabitants perceiving our embar- 
raff.nent, came down from the vile 
lage, and pointed out to us, by 
waving his handkerchief, the place 
to which we fhouid direct our courfe. 
We reached the place, after coaftin 
about a league along the land, 
The ground here becomes lower, 
and forms a valley, at the extre- 
mity of which a {mall bafon has 
been dug for the omapten of boats. 
The entrance is Only twelvefeet 
wide, and very difficult of accefs, as 
it muft be pafied through exactly in 
the middie. If the boat fhould 
touch the fides, which are tharp 
rocks, it would be in great danger 
of being dafhed to pieces, Add to 
this that, when we arrived before the 
entrance, a violent {well was ebb- 
ing-out of it. The Cafiot called one 
of his countrymen, and placing 
themfelves on each fide, they made a 
fign to us to pull ftrong. As foon as 
our boat had entered the dangerous 
pafs, they guided it with long poles, 
to prevent it from ftriking againft 
the rocks, and thus conduéted it 
into port. Through this paflage 
alone is it poflible to get on fhore 
in the ifland. The inhabitants 
might widen it if they chofe, but 
they prefer leaving it thus oma 
ous, fince while it remains fo, they 
are under little apprehenfion from 
their enemies. 

«“ The Cafiot, who had fhewn us 
the harbour, politely invited us to 
go up to the village, and we follow- 
ed him with pleature. I was dreff- 
ed in the French ftyle, with a fword, 
hat, aan fvesy other aan 
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of the drefs of my nation. The 
news of the arrival of {trangers foon 
{pread, and the women and children 
came out of their houfes, and wait- 
ed for us at the top of the hill. 
They fhewed a great deal of cu- 
riofity, and examined us attentive- 
ly. hen we pafled them, they 
all modeftly down their eyes. 
Among the crowd, there were fome 
very handfome. Several of them 
faluted us, wifhing us a goed day, 
faying : “ You are welcome !”’ and 
we anfwered them with the ufual 
eaftern expreflion: ‘* May the day 
‘“be happy for you and for your 
* guefts !”” 

“« The guide, who conducted us, 
was one of the principal inhabitants 
of the ifland. He prefied me to 
ftep into his houfe, and introduced 
me into a hall, which, though not 
magnificently furnifhed, was futfici- 
ently provided with every thing con- 
ducive to eleanlinefs and conveni- 
ence. Around it was a fe He 


feated me on a raifed bench, and 


placed himfelf below, while break- 
taft was preparing. Soon after, his 
wife ne daughter appeared, with 
new-laid eggs, figs and grapes. 
The girl blufhed at fight of a 
ftranger, whofe drefs muft, no 
doubt, appear to her very extraor- 
dinary. Whilft we were breakfaft- 
ing with a good appetite, and my 
hott was pouring me out fome ex- 
cellent wine in a large glafs, moft 
of the women of the village came 
to pay him a vifit. They faluted 
us, and feated themfelves, without 
ceremony, round the apartment. 
They had been brought by curio- 
fity, and foon began to whifper one 
another, and make their remarks 
on the French drefs. Europeans 
rarely land in this folitary ifland, 
and the inhabitants, accuftomed to 
fee nothing but bald heads, wrap 

round with fhawls, Jong robes faft- 

; 8 


ened with fafhes, and veneraDile 
beards, could not but view with a. - 
ftonifhment a foreigner with long 
plaited hair, without muttachios, 
and wearing a cocked hat, and fhort 
_ that — no lower than his 
nees. ey appeared greatly 
ftruck with he sonal ae a half 
{mile, which was fometimes vifible 
on their countenances, was not im- 
probably a fign they were employed 
in — fatirical obfervations on 
the peculiarities of my habit, while 
I, on my fide, was no lefs amnfed 
with them. My attention was ef- 
pecially engaged by two young fe- 
males, who would have been ac- 
knowledged to be handfome, even 
in Paria 

“ The leaft of the two had eyes 
full of fire, and fine black eye-brows, 
equally arched. Her complexion 
was rather brown, but her features 
extremely animated. Her cheeks, 
delicately rounded, were every in- 
ftant adorned with frefh rofes. Her 
delicate little mouth feemed formed 
to fay charming things.) When the 
fmiled, teeth white as fnow agree- 
ably contrafted the vermilion of he 
hips; and a moft enchanting viva- 
city animated her whole counte- 
nance, which fcemed to {parkle with 
wit and repartee. Her ebon locks 
faftened, according to the manner 
of the-country, to the crown of her 
head, fell negligently on a neck 
which feemed of polithed ivory, and 
terminated with a delightful fwell in 
the moft charming bofom ever feen. 
A boddice without fleeves, opening 
a little towards the top, afforded . 
limpfe of the exact ion 0 
ber Preset fhape. Rate of the 
whiteft and fimeft cotton, edged 
with a purple border, four fingers 
wide, and elegantly embroidered, 
defcended to her feet, and her wait 
was loofely girded by a fath, which 

floated round her. 
“ The 
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% The fecond difputed with her 
the palm of beauty. Her fhape was 
more elegant, and her carriage more 
noble. Her eyes fhone with a foft 
languor, and feemed formed to in- 
{pire love and delight, while her 
long eye-lafhes, modeftly lowered, 
concealed their fplendor, as if the 
were afraid of betraying the fecrets 
of her foul. Her complexion was 
fairer, and her cheeks, lefs coloured, 
difplayed the lily flightly tinétured 
with the rofe. Her features, though 
{carcely fo expreflive as thofe of her 
companion, Tad more en 
and were models of fymmoet 
= oportion. At the firtt oe 

+= juft appeared what may be 
nailed handfome, but on mere ma- 
ture confideration, the perfection of 
the whole of her beauties enforced 
the higheft admiration. The charms 
of the former infpired a fudden j Joy, 
and it was impofiible to look on her 
without pleafure. Thofe of the 
Jatter made lefs impreflion at the 
firft view, but, on examination, an 
irrefiftible attraétion forced every 
heart of fenfibility to pay her fin- 
cereft homage. 

*¢ All the women, who honovred 
us with their prefence, were dretled 
in the fame manger. They all wore 
the jacket, the fath, and the long 
robe of cotton. The only difference 
confifted in the embroi » which 
varied according to their different 
taftes, and in the manner of wear- 
ing their hair, which fome of them 
futfered to flow upon their fhouid- 
ers in one or more trefles, while 
others faftened it to the crown of 
the head, letting it fall down again 
upon the neck. The two I have 
juit mentioned were not the only 
ones who were handfome, but their 
beauty appeared to me moft attrac+ 
tive. 

“You may PP nea, imagine, 
Madam, that, alte the fad icenes 


to which I had been for fome time 
accuftomed, my imagination was 
inflamed at the fight thefe lovely 
females, and that I have taken a 
pleafure in embellifhing them. That 
may indeed be the cafe; but if it 
be, the illufion was of fome dura- 
tion. I paffed eight days in the 
ifland, and would not with te alter 
a fingle feature in the portraits I 
have drawn. I have defcribed what 
I faw, and what I felt. rb es 
you, ae that tee agg 
equal to my ‘eapeted 
eo find on this ~ ‘ale mi venery 
flaves, ning under the o 
fions of the urks; inf + 
which I met with a cheerful and 
happy people, who were fortunate 
enough to be able to erve their 
liberty amid the defpotifm andtyran- 
ny with which they arefurrounded.”’ 
* Defirous of obtaining fome 
knowledge of the ifland, I fet out 
from the village, and directed my 
courfe toward the higheft_ moun- 
tain, which I reached in an hour’s 
walk. From hence we may dif- 
cover Carpathus, which appears to 
be at no great diftance, and extends 
from eaft to weft. In front of the 
village, three little iflands fituated 
to the eaft, weft, and north, form 
the extenfive road in which our 
veflel lay at anchor. They are un- 
cultivated, and produce nothing but 
brambles. Below the hill trom 
which I made my obfervations, 
ftands a {mall c furrounded by 
trees. Here begin a chain of 
hills, that, bending into a femi- 
circle, leave in the middle a plaia 
of a league i in circumference, which 
has been cleared out by the inhabit- 
ants, with infinite labour. Ble 
have torn up large pieces of rock, 
and removed } bene Pe ftones, with 
e ytede the walls 
a belotore All this {pace —_ 
divided into compastments, 
é 3 fhared 
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fhared among the Cafiots. They 
fow barley and wheat here at the 
commencement of the rainy feafon, 
which lafts from Oétober to Febru- 
ary. The rain is not continual in 
thefe months, but none falls in any 
other; the remainder of the year 
the air is pure and ferene, and both 
days and nights continually fine and 
clear. The heats are moderated by 
the fea-breezes, and beneath fo 
beautiful a fky the inhabitants enjoy 
a delightful temperature, and are 
almoft ftrangers to every kind of dif- 
eafe. The fides of the hills are co- 
vered with vineyards, the grapes of 
which produce a very agreeable 
wine. I could not help admiring 
the induftry with which thefe ifland- 
ers have been able to cultivat® rocks, 
hardly covered with a few inches of 
earth, and rejoiced in the reflection 
that they were recompented for 
their labours, and that the ifland 
fulficed for their fubfiftence. 
«When I had fatisfied my cu- 
riofity, I returned to the houfe of 
my hoft, where they were wait- 
ing for me to dine. A hen, 
with rice, new-laid eggs, excellent 
pigeons, fome cheefe, and a glafs 
of good wine, made me amends for 
the miferable repafts I had made on 
board. The men dined together, 
feated in a circle on the carpet, and 
the women in a feparate apartment. 
This is the cuftom, and, though 
not in the French tafte, I was ob- 
liged to conform to it. Towards 
the end of our meal the cup was 
circulated from land to hand. The 
company drank to me, wifhing me 
a profperous voyage ; and I return- 
ed, the compliment, by drinking 
health and happinefs to the peo »ple 
pt Cafos. The guefts were begin- 
ning to grow merry, wLen tise for and 
of mofical inftrun.ents made us rife 
from table. 
About twenty young girls, 


drefied all in white, with flowi 
robes, and plaited locks, rem 
the apartment, and with them a 
young man who played on the lyre, 
which he accompanied with his 
voice. Several of them were hand. 
fome, all healthy and: lively, and 
there were among them fome who 
even rivalled the two belles I have 
already defcribed. 1 muft own, 
Madam, that this fcene appeared to 
me enchanting. The uniform drefs 
of thefe nymphs, the modefty which 
heightened their charms, their be- 
coming bafhfulnefs, their joyous but 
decent merriment, all contributed 
to make me almoft imagine myfelf 
fuddenly tranfported to the ifland of 
Calypfo. They began to range 
themfelves in a ring, and invited 
me to dance. I did not wait for 
many entreaties. The circle we 
formed is fingular from the man- 
ner in which it is interwoven: the 
dancer does not give his hand to the 
two perfons next him, but to thofe 
next them, fo that you have your 
hands crofled before vour neigh- 
bours, who are thus locked, as it 
were in the links of a double chain. 
This interweaving is not without 
pleafure, for reafons by no means 
difficult to underftand —_In the mid- 
dle of the circle ftood the mufician, 
who played and fang at the fame 
time, while al] the dancers kept. ex- 
act time in advancing, retreating, 
or turning round him. For myfelf, 
I followed where my partners led 
me, my mind being lefs occupied 
with the dance than with the charm- 

ing females who compofed it. 
«The next day I took a view of 
the village. It confifts of about a 
hundred houfes, each of them in- 
habited by a fingle family: they are 
ail of ftone, built very ftvong: and 
contain, in general, two or three 
lower parjours, with a couple of 
reoms above. Each houfe has its 
oven, 
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oven, and ciftern, cut out of the 
rock. The latter are filled during 
the rainy feafon, and the water is 
preferved in them pure and “x 
Befides this, a hundred paces below 
the village is a fine fpring, which 
flows the whole year. 

« T entered feveral houfes, where 
I found the women employed in 
fpinning, and embroidering, and 
fome in making the fine linens 
which they wear. Their frames are 
{fm ll, but well contrived, and they 
work with a great deal of fkill. I 
every where met with activity, in- 
duttry, and neatnefs. I afterwards 
paid vifits to feveral of the girls I 
danced with the day before, and 
was received very favourably. I 
entered into converiation with them, 
and inguired why fo many pretty 
women were to be feen in the ifland, 
and fo few men, for I had only met 
with five or fix. They onheorad 
that, during the {pring, the fum- 
mer, and part of autumn, the men 
were out at fea. They trade,”’ 


faid they, * to different iflands of 
«the Archipelago, and return from 
«« time to time, to bring their fami- 
« lies the provifions they may ftand 
** in need of, but only pafs the win- 


“ter with them. They fow the 
‘land in November, get in the 
« harveft in March, and, immedi- 
“ diately afterward, return to fea, 
*« The produce of the ifland not be- 
‘* ing fufficient for the maintenance 
* of its inhabitants, they are forced 
“to fe. k fupplies from other coun- 
“ tries, with the afhiftance of which, 
«« if we are not rich, we live at leaft 
“in acomfortable mediocrity. The 
« boys accompany their fathers, and 
* become failors : while they are 
* abfent, we {pin cotton as you fee, 
“and weave a part of it for their 
“ clothing and our own.” 

“ In theie vifits I could not but 
admire the regularity and wifdom 


of this little republic, the peace and 
harmony that reigned among its 
members, and, above all, that 
cheerfulnefs and content, which was 
fo vifible in their. countenances. 
oar people! faid I to myfelf ; 
ambition and intrigue trouble not 
your tranquillity ; the thirit of gold 

ath not corrupted your manners ; 
the quarrels, diifenfions, and crimes 
with which it hath covered the 
earth are to you unknown. Here 
no citizen, proud of his titles, or 
his wealth, tramples under foot his 
humble countrymen; no cringing 
valet flatters the vices of his om 
man is equal to man, nor does the 
Cafiot blufh or abafe himf lf before 
the Cafiot. Refpeét and mutual 
efteem unite you. Your enjoy- 
ments confift in the pure pleafures 
which nature offers to ail ber chil- 
dren, and your happinefs is founded 
on the durable bafis of mediocrity 
and equality !”” 

“ During my ftay at Cafos, a 
bark arrived, laden with rice, me- 
lons, pomegranates, and various 
fruits. Immediately almoft all the 
women haftened down the hill with 
the greateft impaticnce ; fome to 
meet a hufband, others a father, a 
brother, or a friend. I never wit- 
neffed ftronger expreflions of joy 
and tendernefs ; they embraced them 
with tran{port, preffed them to their 
bofoms, and thanked heaven for 
ence more reftoring them to their 
anxious wifhes. Every token of the 
mott heartfelt joy, every expreffion 
of the tendereft love, was ivithed 
on both fides. The fcene was in- 
deed moft affecting. Thefe, faid I 
to myielf, are the ancient Greeks ; 
fuch was their lively imagination, 
ever ready to take fire, and fuch 
the exquifite fenfibility, which di- 
ftinguifhed them from ali the na- 
tions of the earth. This rock has 
preferved them from the Turkith 

£4 yoke, 





yoke, and they have retained their 
ancient character. 

“ The afternoon of this memor- 
able day was dedicated to pleafure. 
The Cafiot captain gave a little 
pall, and I accepted of his invita- 
fion. The hall was tilled with a 
mumber of lively girls, with their 
trefles perfumed, and dreffed in their 
Jhandfomeft boddices, their beft em- 
broidered fafhes, and their whiteft 

owns. Various rounds, fuch as I 
is before defcribed, were per- 
formed. Two lyres, and fingers 
placed on a raifed feat, animated 
the motions of the dancers, and 
pleafure fparkled in every eye. The 
young men who had juft arrived, 
took their places at the fide of their 
wives or miftreffes, clafped them 
round the waift in dancing, and 
felt the palpitation of their hearts, 
while joy beamed in their face. The 
young Greek females, with downcaft 
eyes endeavoured to conceal the plea- 
fure they felt; but their blufhes, 
and their heaving bofoms, futfici- 
ently fhewed who were the objects 
of their affection. How great the 
pera of this fimple recreation! 

tach motion gave a new fenfation 
of delight. ur artificial dances 
may be eggs | more graceful, 
elegant, or majeftic ; but how cold 
are they when compared to this 
joyous round; In thofe vanity 
alone is gratified; in thefe heart 
Speaks to heart, by a look, a f{mile, 
and, above every thing, by the 
touch. Ali-wife Nature has im- 
planted the means of happines 
within ourfelves. The rich man 
flatters himfelf he fhall obtain it 
amid the brilliant companies he af- 
fembles, and, by difpleying pomp 


and magnificence, endeavours to 
purchafe it with gold. Alzs! knows 
- not that this inconftant divinity 
fies the importunity of oftentation, 
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difdains a bribe, and contemns the 
pride and vanity of wealth! 

“* The wefterly winds have de- 
tained us — days in the road of 
Cafos, and I thank Heaven for their 
continuance. I have vifited coun- 
tries on which liberal Nature has 
lavifhed all her treafures. I have 
feen others where tyrants have com, 
peiled her to refrain her bounties, 
and every where have found nations 
unhappy, not by their own fault, 
not by the fterrility of the foil, but 
by the vices of the government to 
which they are fubyect. In the 
midft of tlaves crouching beneath 
the Ottoman yoke, I have found 3 
rock, only three leagues in circum- 
ference, on which the Turk dares 
not fet his foot, and inhabited by a 
free and happy people. There each 
father of a family is q fovereign 
within his own houfe; he decides 
every difference, and his decrees are 
laws, which cannot but be equit, 
able, fince they are only dictated by 
paternal tendernefs. When any dif- 
putes arife, the prieft and the old 
men aflemble and decide them ; but 
difputes cannot be frequent among 
citizens, who are all equal and alike 
unacquainted with poverty or riches, 
All the members of this little fo. 
ciety are employed; and I have 
feen the handfomeft of their women 
go down into the valley, to wath 
their linen at the fountain, as in 
the davs of Homer. They cheer 
their labours witha fong ; nor do 
they imagine themfelves difgraced 
by their humble employment. It 
ig only in countries where the rich 
can purchafe {ervice from the hands 
of the poor, that they blufh to make 
ufe of their own, 

“ Travellers, who have made ob- 
fervations on the character of the 
Greeks under the Ottoman yoke, 
juftly reproach them with hypocrify, 
perfidy, 
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perfidy, and meannefs. Thefe vices 
are not inherent in their nature, 
but are the confequence of the fer- 
vitude in whichthey live. The in- 
habitants of Cafos are alfo Greeks ; 
but, enlightened, and warmed, 

a ray of liberty, they poffefs induf- 
try, fenfibility, and integrity. Send 
them a cadi, a pacha, or a moute- 
veli, they will become as perfidious 
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and corrupt as the reft of thejr na- 
tion. From this obfervation we 
may be convinced of the firft and 
moft facred of political truths ; that, 
in general, man is virtuous in pro- 
portion as he preferves his liberty 
and natural rights; and that as he 
is deprived of thefe, he becomes vi- 
cious and degenerate.” 
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DESCRIPTION of the PELEW ISLANDS, and Way of 


Living of the InHanitanrs. 


[From Kearte’s Account of the Perew Istanps.] 


66 VERY part of the ifland 
kK, called Coorooraa, of which 
Pelew was the capital (as far as our 
people had opportunities of making 
obfervations), feemed to bear the 
marks of induftry and good cultiva- 
tion. All the iflands which our 
people faw, were well covered with 
trees of various kinds and fizes, 
fome of them being very large, as may 
eafily be conceived by their canoes 
made out of trunks, which, when 
of the largeft dimenfions, were ca- 
pable of carrying twenty-eight or 
thirty men. They had a great va- 
riety of timber trees, among which 
was noticed the ebony, — a tree 
that, being pierced or wounded b 
a gimblet, there ran from it a thic 
white liquid, of the confiftence of 
cream. They had alfo a {pecies of 
the Manchineel-tree, in cutting 
down of which, our people ufed to 
get bliftered and fwelled . ; the inha- 


bitants pointed out the caufe, fay- 
ing that it was owing to their being 
{prinkled by the fap of this tree. 
This the natives reckoned among 
the unlucky trees, and advifed our 
people againft the ufe of it, But 


the moft fingular tree noticed at 
Pelew, was one, in fize and in its 
manner of branching, not unlike 
our cherry-tree, but in its leaves 
refembling the myrtle. Its peculi- 
arity was, that it had no bark, hav- 
ing only an outward coat of about the 
thicknefs of a card, darker than the 
infide, though equally clofe in tex- 
ture; the colour of the interior part 
being nearly that of mahogany, and 
fo extremely hard, that few of the 
tools which the Englifh had could 
work it, the wood breaking their 
edges almoft every moment ; a cir- 
cumftance which, very early in the 
conftru¢tion of their ve _ 
mined our le againft the ufe 

it. They hed alfo the cabbage-tree ; 
and a tree whofe fruit nearly refem- 
bled an almond; the carambola ; 
and the wild bread-fruit, called by 
the natives, Riamall. Yams and 
cocoa-nuts being the chief article of 
fuftenance, were attended to with 
the utmoft care; the former were 
of the grey mottled kind ; the lat- 
ter were in large plantations, afford- 
ing both food and fhade. The 
bectle-nut they had in a 
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and made great ufe of it, though 
oniy when green; contrary to the 
practice of the people of india, who 
never ule i but when dry. They 
potleiied plantains and bananas, Se- 
ville oranges, and lemons ; neither 
of thefe w.re in any confiderable 
quantity; therefore only pro duc ed 
on vifits or occafions of more than 
common ceremony. To thefe may 
be added, the jamboo-apple. This 
country produced fome tugar-cane, 
and great abundance of the bamboo; 
likewHe the turmerick, which the 
natives ufe as dye, and with which 
the women ftained their fkins. They 
have ocre, both red and yellow, 
with which they peint their houfes 
and canoes. 

*¢ None of the iflands the Eng- 
Jith vifited had any kind of grain; 
nor any quadruped whatever, ex- 
cept fome brownith- ~grey i ats, v which 
ran wild_in the woods, and t wee Or 
four meagre cats, which were feen 
in forme houfes in Pelew, probably 


brought on fome drift or part of a 


cauoe of other lands, wrecked on 
the reef. This might excite them 
to admire fo much the two dogs our 
people left them, which unluckily 
were both males. 

** Asto birds, they had plenty of 
common cocks and hens, which, 
though they were not dometticated, 
but ran about the woods, yet loved 
to get near their houfes ee 

ions ; and, what will appear finguiar 
(confidering their little variety of 
food) they had never made any ufleof 
them, till our people faw them, and 
told the natives they were excellent 
to eat. The Englifh, at the de- 
fire of Abba Thulle, killed fome, 
and botled them; the king was the 
firft who tafted them; he thought 
them good, and frequently partook 
of them afterwards; fo that our 
people put them in pofleflion of a 
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new difh; the men appeared pleafed 
at feeing them kille\, and would 
go out on purpefe to drive them in 
thar way. Th ugh the natives 
had not till now mide thefe birds 
an article of food, yet, when they 
went ito the woods, they frequent- 
ly eat their eggs; but they did not 
admire them for being newly laid ; 
theJuxury to them was, when they 
could fwallew an imoerfeét chicken 
in the bargait igeons they had 
alfo in the woo At the time of 
breeding, the, wa the young from 
the nett, and brought them up near 
their houfes, keeping them on a 
perch tied by one leg, and feeding 
them on yams; this bird was ac- 
counted a great dainty, as we have 
had occafion to fee, by its being fo 
fparingly ufed, and none, but thofe 
of a certain dignity, permitted to eat 
thereof. The people of Pelew were 
wonderfully ahive and expert in 
climbing up trees in gueft of thefe 
neits, or any thing elfe that was an 
object of their purfuir.  Thete 
which I have mentioned, were the 
only birds they ufed to eat. Our 
people left them two geefe, the laft 
remains of their live ftock. 

“* Several birds were feen flying 
about, whofe plumage appeared to 
be extremely beautiful, but they 
probably might be of the fame kinds 
as are found in different countries 
between the tropics. The iflands 
had alfo fevera! {mall birds, whofe 
notes were very meledious, partt- 
cularly one which ufed to fing every 
morning and evening, and hada pipe 
{weet as a flagelet ; our people often 
thought they were under the very 
tree whence the notes of this little 
bird came, yet none of them were 
ones certain they had feen it. 

* They had a variety of fith, of 
very beautiful colours, and variety 


of ilapes, particularly one to “a 
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the Englifh gave the name of the 
Unicorn, from a horn growing out 
of its forehead ; its {kin was rough, 
like a {mall fhark or dog-fith, which 
it alfo refembled in fhape and co- 
lour. They had the grey mullet, 
which they crimped, and frequently 
eat raw. They killed the fhark, 
when they chance to come within 
the coral reef; this they do by 
{pearing them, and afterwards get- 
ting ropes round them, then drag- 
ing them on fhore; the fiefh of 
the ihark was efteemed by them as 
very delicate. They had alfo fe- 
veral kinds of fhell-fith; fuch as 
the fea cray-fifh ; of the fame fort 
as in the Mediterranean and on o- 
ther European coafts: and turtle, 
which the natives boiled, and feem- 
ed toadmire. They had befide oyf- 
ters, mutcles, and a variety of coc- 
kles, particularly the Kima cockle ; 
this they frequently got by a 
at which the natives were amazin 


BY 


expert; they would fometimes dive 
down in fix or feven fathom water, 


and if the fhell was very large, two 
wt them would contrive to bring it 
up between them. This fith they 
commonly eat raw. 

‘* The iflands of Pelew, when 
viewed from the fea, exhibited high 
rugged land, well covered with 
wood. ‘The interior part was in 
many places mountainous, but the 
vallies were extenfive and beautiful, 
{preading before the eye many deli- 
cious 1 ee The foil was in 
general rich; they had a great deal 
of grafs, which, having no cattle 
whatever to eat down, grew high, 
aad was fcorched and burnt up by 
the heat of the fun. Our people 
faw no river at Pelew; their fu 
plies of frefh water being from fmall 
itreams and ponds, of which there 
were many. The chief fource at 


Oroolong, was the well at the back 
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of the ifland, which afforded the 
Englith fufficient for their ufe whilft 
they remained there, and enough 
to water their veffel for their voy- 
age, by collecting it daily in catks, 
till they had obtained as much as 
they ftood in need of. 


OF THEIR WAY OF LIVING. 


“ From the above account of the 
feanty produce of thefe iflands, it 
muft be evident, that no luxury 
reigned in them. To their ufual 
mode of living, on particular occa- 
fions, they added fome fweetmeats, 
which they obtained by the aid of a 
fyrup extracted either from the 
palm-tree, or the fugar-cane (which 
grows {pontaneous), and with which 
alfo they make their fweet drink. 
Their fweetmeats were of three 
forts; the firft, and the one that 
was moft plentiful, was made of the 
kernels of old cocoa-nuts, — 
into a coarfe kind of flour, then 
mixed with the fyrup, and fimmer- 
ed over a flow fire tll it became of 
a proper confiftence, and whilft 
warm, was put up in leaves; it 
acquired fuch hardnefs by keeping, 
that a knife would hardly cut it: 
the natives called it Woolell, and it 
was the fame our failors denomi- 
nated Choak-dog. ‘The fecond fort 
was made of the fruit already men- 
tioned as refembling the almond, 
not bruifed, but whole, boiled in 
the fame manner, and put in leaves. 
The third was a wet {fweet- 
meat, clear and tranfparent ; this 
was uncommon, but was made at 
captain Wilfon’s coming away, and 
prefented to him in the fame large 
tureen of wood which was brought 
out on his firft vifit to the king. 
Abba Thulle, when he prefented it, 
faid he gave him the tureen, but 
that his wives had prepared the 
{weetmeat on purpofe for bim. On 

the 
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the —_— noticing that it appear- 
ed different from any of the forts 
he had feen before, and withing to 
know of what it was made, Raa 
Kook difpatched a man, who in an 
hour returned, with two trefh-ga- 
thered plants; from the root of 
them this fweetmeat was made, 
which in fthape, fize, and colour, 
gefembled a common turnip; its 
deaves were three feet or upwards in 
length, but marrow and green; 
captain Wilfon was going to tafte a 


bit of the root raw, but they would. 


not fuffer him, fignifying that it 
was not good, by pitting, as if 
they had fomething unpleafant in 
their mouth. This fweetmeat did 
not keep fo well as the other two 
forts, growing fon four. They 
had alto a method of fcraping the 
kernel of the cocoa-nut into a pulp, 
which, when mixed with fome of 
their fweet drink, and the juice of 
the four orange, had the appear- 
ance of curds and whey. 

“ Their mode of preferving fith, 
when there was plenty, fo that it 
would keep a day or two, is as fol- 
lows: the fith being well cleaned, 
wathed, and fcaled, two flat tticks 
are placed lengthways of the fith, 
to fupport and keep it ftraight, 
much in the fame manner as meat 
& laid in a cradle-fpit; around it 
are bound fome broad leaves. They 
then make a kind of ftage or trivet, 
placed about two feet from the 
ground, upon which the fith is laid, 
and a flow fire made underneath, 
ever which it remains for feveral 
hours, till it becomes fmoke-dried, 
and then it is fit for eating without 
any further dreiling, and would 
keep a couple of days, though cer- 
tainly not fo well flavoured as when 
eaten frefh. _Some of the other forts 
of fifh they boiled in water, and ate 
without any kind of fauce; they 
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alfo boiled the fea cray-fith; ber 
the fmalier fort of fhell-fith, ang 
the Kima cockle, they ufually ate 
raw, fqueezing only a little orange 
or lemon-juice over it; and the 
grey mullet (though they fometimes 
boiled it) yet was more commo: 
eaten raw: as foon ascaught, th 
cleaned and crimped it, then laid 
about an hour m the fun to harden, 
by which tame it was fully drefled te 
their tafte. 

** They had no falt, nor did they 
make ufe of fauce or feafoning in 
apy thing they eat. Their drink 
was as fimple as their diet: at their 
meals, the milk of the cocoa-nut 
was their ufual beverage; they v 
feldom drank water, and indeed fo 
very little pe thing, that it was 
a matter of furprize to our & 
who conftantly r+ ste it Ba on 
vifits, or occafional rejoicings, 
appeared to relith their fweet drink, 
and fherbet, which latter had only 
the addition of fome juice of orange. 

** They rofe in general at day- 
light, and as foon as they were up, 
both men and women went to bathe 
in freth water: they had feparate 
bathing-plac and every man, 
whofe bufinefs led him near thofe 
a — to the women, was 
obliged to make fome particular 
halloo, which, if anfwered by a fee 
male voice, he could not go on, but 
either turned another way, or wait- 
ed ull the women who were bathing 
hath left the water. 

“ About eight o’clock was their 
hour of breaktafting ; after which, 
if there was any countcil to be held, 
the king met his chiefs, and the 
common people went to their differ- 
ent occupations ; at noon they dined, 
and iupped foon after fun-fet; ufu- 
ally retiring to reft two hours after. 
‘Though this was their common way 
of living, yet on occafions of a 
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lic rejoicing, or feftivity, they would 
dance the greateft part of the night. 

«¢ They had no method, that was 
obferved, of meafuring time but by 
the height of the fun. Their fea- 
fons were divided into the wet and 
dry, as im other tropical countries. 
They had fome knowledge of the 
ftars, having mames for feveral of 
them, which they pointed out to 
our le. 

“ ‘Seen part of the Pelew iflands, 
that the Englifh vifited, appeared po- 
pulous, though to what extent ef po- 


pie they could. never afcertain ; 
t probable conjecture might be 
formed, from Abba Thulle and his 
allies having fent out, in the laft 
expedition againft Pelew, near four 
thoufand men; nor had our 

reafon to fuppofe but that there 
were many more left behind equally 
fit for fervice ; even had the occa- 
fion required it, perhaps their mum- 
ber of canoes might not have been 
adequate to carry to battle.near their 
{treagthe 





CUSTOMS, MANNERS, and DRESS of the Inhabitants of 
the ROSSES, at the Commencement of the prefent Century. 


{From Mr. Wacker’s Hiftorical Effay on the Drefs of the Ancient and’ 
Modern Irisu.] 


6 Nderftanding that you would 

be glad of any authentic in- 
formation refpecting the native Irith; 
and, having heen highly entertained 
with fome curious anecdotes con- 
cerning the inhabitants of the iflands 
called the Roffes, on the coaft of 
Donegal; as a proof of my regard 
for you, I here prefent you with 
fome particulars which I have col- 
lected, partly from the perfonal con- 
verfation, and partly from the lite- 
rary correfpondence of my worthy 
triend Mr. N——, of the county of 
Donegal. 

“ In the years 1753 amd 1764, 
his brother, then an eminent attor- 
ney, prevailed on my friend to. ac- 
comnany a perfon employed to tranf- 
act fome law bufinefs at the Roffes; 
the people there being then deemed 
favage and unamenable tolaw: and, 
accordingly, when they underftood 
the purpofe of the vifit, they aflém- 


bled with determination to 


it accomplifhment; and the ex - 


tion might have proved both fruit- 
lefs aa fatal, if Mt. N—— had? 
not been mafter at once, both of 
their language and of his own tem- 
poi but by his prudence and 

umour, he tempered their . 
while, by reafoning with them in: 
Inth, - gee Fe a ge 
ing. From ir fubfequent de 
aniniias it’a } However, the 
fire which had heated their firft ine 
dignation, had been kindled by ge 
nerous principles, maturat to- 
human : the love: of liberty; 
averfion to change, and attachmen® 
to a former | 


“ ee refidence among: 


them, Mr. had 

portunities of pavedion ladehe 
was prompted to attend to, no lef 
by neceffity; than by curiofity: on 
their firft appearance, their drefsat+ 
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traéted his notice; the demands of 
nature forced him to obferve their 
food, and his being accuftomed to 
elegant accommodation at home, 
could not fail of exciting aftonith- 
ment at their want of even dccency 
in their manner of fleeping. 

“ Notwithftanding their high la- 
titude and bleak fituation, none of 
them had more than two garments, 
and thofe of flannel of their own 
manufa¢ture ; the men, a waiftcoat 
and breeches, the women a gown 
and petticoat: but there was no 
linen in common ufe amongz them ; 
neither did Mr. N —— fee above 
three or four women who wore 
fhifts, fhoes, or ftockings; nor a 
fingle man with any more than a 
waiftcoat and breeches on him. 

“ Notwithftanding their feeming 
negle& of their perfons, thofe ifland- 
ers were not without a fpice of va- 
nity; for they had invented dye- 
ftuffs to diverfify the colours of their 
cloaths ; and their dying materials 


were (all of them) the produce of 
their own foil: the een thefe 


three; a kind of mud, called Mire- 
black, made a very deep and durable 
black ; a kind of ituff called Carker, 
fcraped off the rocks, made a very 
fine red; and a kind of plant al- 
moft the fame and of the fame ef- 
feét as madder. The men’s cloaths 
were of divers colours; but the wo- 
men’s drefs was regularly uniform, 
black gowns with red petticoats : 
but there was diftinétion obferved in 
the head-drefs of the females. The 
maidens wore the front part of their 
hair neatly platted about the face ; 
the reft hanging down long behind, 
in feparate locks, platted with hair- 
lace, and adorned at the ends with 
wortted taflels of divers colours : 
but the matrons did not plat their 
hair, only tying it with a {mall 
ftring, + Be which they let it play 
loofe upon their backs. 


“© Their ufual fummer diet con. 
fifted of milk, curds, and butter, 
with moft excellent fith of fevera] 
kinds; in winter they lived on 
tatoes, fifh, rabbits, and butter; 
fome of them, but very few, had a 
little bread, made of barley or oat- 
meal: but, though fome ufed falt 
to fave their provifion of fith, they 
had none with their ordinary viétu- 
als; the want of which, with the 
fcarcity of bread, at firft made their 
food fo uncomfortable to Mr. N—~ 
that he rode feveral miles into the 
neighbouring country, and could 
hardly find a fmall fupply for mo- 
ney. In one of the largeft iflands, 
called Oiey, they ufed to kill great 
numbers of feals, the flefh of which 
they falted for winter: and were fo 
fond of it as to prefer it to any o- 
ther kind of meat. When recon- 
ciled to Mr. N -—-, and pleafed _ 
with his affability, they became very 
friendly and kind; and there was 
every week a fheep bought for him, 
which coft but fix or feven fhillings, 
weighing from ninetoeleven pounds 
the quarter, as good mutton as ever 
he ate; which, with rabbits, lob- 
fters, crabs, fcollops, and oyfters in 
abundance, made every meal a 
feat. 

“ Their houfes were but mere 
huts, confifting chiefly of one room, 
with the fire in the middle of it: 
but what furprifed Mr. N-—— moft, 
was thei: extraordinary mode of 
accommodation for the night’s re- 

fe. All the family lay together 
in one ebed ; and, if any vifitors 
came in the evening, they too fleps 
with them ; for they fet no bounds 
to their hofpitality. To provide 
lodging for the whole company, the 
youngeft men were fent out for 
heath or bent bufhes: which ve 
fpread acrofs the floor, to a lengt 
ufficient for the number prefent, 
and in breadth about fix feet ; er 

this 





CUSTOMS, MANNERS, &c. of the ROSSES. 


this litter, the miftrefs of the houfe 
jaid part of a long plaid or blan- 
ket, on which the others, having 
{tripped off their cloaths, lay down 
as faft as they could; men and wo- 
men together all naked: then the 
miftrefs having drawn the reft of 
the blanket over them, lay down 
|. & herfelf, naked alfo. This they 
: ail athorough-bed, and Mr. N—- 
was perhaps the only perfon, who 
had ever before worn a fhirt in it. 
Yet this hofpitable people, fo triend- 
jy and generous to thofe they knew, 
appeared at firft to {trangers to be 
wild and fierce; but, after a little 
aquaintance, proved gentle and hu- 
nane, efpecially to thofe they were 
in awe of; for, in all their fimpli- 
city, th re was a ftrong mixture of 
cunning. 

“ They had very little induftry 
among them; for, fo well contented 
were they with the gifts of Provi- 
dence, wherewith thofe iflonds are 
plentifully furrounded, they had 
no notion of any other neceflaries 
of lite than what they already were 
ufed to; and had fearce a with be- 
vond the fupply of the prefent mo- 
; that being anfwered, their 
only care was to provide for their 
landlord; and to purchafe fpirits 
and tobacco, their only luxury, of 
which they were all, both inen and 
women, exceffively fond. In fum- 
mer, therefore, the men gathered 
the wreck of fea-weeds, and burnt it 
to make kelp; of which the land- 
lord, or his agent, got as much as 
was rated equivalent to the rent; 
and, if any remained, it was barter- 
ed for what they moft wanted or 
meoft defired: the reit of the year, 
the general and principal employ- 
ment of the men was fifhing, except 
what was neceflary for their pota- 
tors and clothing, or the repairs of 
their huts and boats. Their boats, 
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called curraghs, were oval bafkets, 
covered with feal-thins; andsin fuch 
weak and tottering veflels, they ven- 
tured fo far out as was neceflary, to 
get fifth enough for their families : 
but their fhell-fith they got in the 
followieg manner: the men went 
to the rocks with a hook tied to the 
end of a ftrong rod; and with that 
they pulled from under the rocks, 
as many crabs and lobfters as thev 
wanted ; the lobfters commonly 
weighing from five to twelve pounds 
each: for fcollops and oyfters, when 
the tide was out, the young women 
waded into the fea where they knew 
the beds of fuch fith lay; fome of 
them naked ; others having ftripped 
otf their petticoats, went in with 
their gowns tucked up about their 
waiit; and, by armfulls, brought to 
fhore whatever number of fcollops 
and oyfters they thought requifite ; 
the fcollops weighing from two to 
tour pounds each. 

* When the weather was favour- 
able, the women frequently aflem- 
bled in fome neighbouring field, ' 
convenient to their huts; where 
they amufed themfelves with knit- 
ting and finging inthe fun. The 
oldeft, forming a circular group, 
fat working in the middle; round 
them, the reft, in circles, according 
to their years; the younger fur- 
rounding thofe of greater age, and 
finging alternate, and fometimes in 
chorus, while the elder continued 
knitting. Their fongs, called Speic- 
Seoachs, were recitals of exploits 
atchieved by the giants, and warri- 
ors, and hunters of old. Here it 
obvioufly occurs as a matter of rea- 
fonable enquiry, what became of all 
the ftockings made by fo many fo 
often engaged in knitting, though 
none of them would (themfelves) 
deign to wear any fuch thing ; but, 
having no better authority to ground 

opi- 
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opinion upon, we may fuppofe, the 
females diipofed of their handy-work, 
as the men did of their overplus of 
kelp, as neceflity or gratification di- 
rected. 

«“ Their funeral proceflions were 
no lefs worthy of notice than their 
other cuftoms. Wrapped in a coarfe 
woollen cloth, by them called Ebed, 
the corfe was put into a curragh, 
with the feet and legs hanging over 
the ftern; and (with it) a man with 
a paddle, to conduct the whole train 
to the ifle of Aran, where their 
burial-ground was: this curragh 
was followed by that, which carried 
the prieft ; next him went the rela- 
tions of the deceafed, in the order of 
their proximity in kindred; and 
then as many as had curraghs ; and 
of thefe, Mr. N—— faw fixty or 
eighty in a train. 

“ When Mr. N—— returned to 
Dublin, it was neceflary to bring 
forme of the men with him from the 
Roffes; and. he found it very diii- 
cult to get them drefled fit to appear 
in the courts. Yet thefe fame ifland- 


ers, fo irreconcileable then to the 
modes of their civilized countrymen, 
in lefs than forty years became quite 
another kind of people, totally al- 
tered in their carriage and condué, 
their habiliments and habitations, 
their occupations and manner of 
living ; for, when Mr. N—— paid 
them a vifit, in 1787, he found hens 
fo much improved by their inter- 
courfe with cthers, that he fcarce 
knew fome of his old acquaintance ; 
and was no lefs pleafed than fur- 

fed at feeing fpruce young 
ads fafhionably drefled on Sundays, 
in fattin waiftcoats and breeches, 
with white filk ftockings, filver buc- 
kles, and ruffled fhirts. 

“In converfation with an elderly 
gentleman, who had above forty 
Cen ago made the tour of North 

ritain, when I communicated what 
I had learned concerning the Roffes ; 
he affured me, that my defcription 
of thefe iflanders is an exaét picture 
of what he had feen in the Scotch 
Highlands and the Orkney Iflands, 
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On the Dnamatte of Ancrent Form of HISTORICAL 
COMPOSITION. 


[From the Transactions of the Royat Society of Eprxaunon.] 


« “N comparing ancient with mo- 
I dern hiftorians, we meet with 
one’ remarkable circumftance in 
which they differ. The ancient 
hiftorians are dramatic, the modern 
fiarrative. The ancients exhibit 
eminent perfons delivering long 
{peeches, adorned, as the occafion 
may require, with all the graces 
and force of eloquence, This is 
feldom done by the moderns. If 
it is ever neceffary to give an ac- 
count of what may have been deli- 
vered on an intetefting fubject by an 
eminent fpeaker, they tell us, ex- 
cepting in fuch works’as may be ac- 
counted tranflations, or in fach hif- 
tories, as thofe of Buchannan and 
Guicciardini, written manifeftly af- 
ter the models of antiquity, that he 
made ufe of fuch or‘fuch arguments ; 
and, adhering ftri€tly to the narrative 
form, they never venture on the bold- 
er tatk of difplaving him in his own 
perfon delivering a long oration. - 

“ I. It is probable, however, that 
the earlieft ancient hiftorians were 
not induced to a practice fo peculiar 
to mgt by critical ee 
tions. They adopted it without any 
reafoning ghre 9 its advant 
They could ftate no comparifon be- 
tween it and any other form of hif- 

1728. 


toricalcompofition. They knew no 
other, and were led to it, both in 
its beginnings and continuation, by 
the particular fituation and circum- 
ftances in which they were ° 
This may be illuftrated by a few re- 
marks. The earlieft hiftorians were 


mere narrators of faéts. They were 
not very anxious either about in- 
veftigating caufes or — effects. 


If they were defirous of i ng 
their readers or hearers, (for the 
earlieft hiftories were often recited 
to a numerous audience), they were 
no lefs defirous of amufing them. 
In fuch compofitions, therefore, they 
were led to imitate converfation. 
Their hiftories were, in truth, no 
other than oral narratives and fto- 
ries committed to writing. But, in 
converfation, the narrator of an in- 
terefting ftory becomes animated in 
his narrative; and if, like the an- 
cient Greeks, he fenfibility, 
the fpirit exhibited in his will 
be proportioned to the vivacity of 
his feelings. Lively allows how- 
over, lead ——e in ting or 
defcribing the actions or of 
others, to become drematic; that 
is, to tell us the very words or fay- 
ings of the perfon they defcribe; 
and not only fo,’ my to recite them 
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as if he himfelf were the fpeaker. 
Now this animated mode is imitated 
by the earlieft writers who defribe 
human dftions. ‘They do fo at 
firft, becaufe it is 1 ce: 

fation ; they continue the pr acti e, 
and interetting, 
As, in converfation, the fpeech 0; 
fayings attributed to the perfor 
whale canduct was delineated, were 
fhort; they were alfo dhort ay. the 
earlieit, and perheps moit agrceable 
form of written hiftory. Of this 
the facred hiftorians and Herodotus 


afford us fufficient proof. It was 


q , 
becaufe it 1s lively 


am till after hiftorical compofition 


had been fome time in ufe, that it 
prefented to us long fpeeches and 
Its earlier 


colloquial, as diftinguifhed from that 
which, belonging to the clafs of dra- 
matic hiftory, followed foon after, 
and may be termed oratorial. Per- 
haps there was an intermediate ftep. 
Poets were earlier than hiftorians ; 
and, in their reprefentations of hu- 
man actions, were, for the reafons 
above mentioned, colloquial and dra- 
matic. Such are the poems of Ho- 
mer, The propenfity, therefore, 
which early hiftorians had to affume 
the dramatic form was, by the prac- 
tice of their predeceffors, both juiti- 
fied and enforced. Hittorians, from 
imitating converfition, came to imi- 
tate public {peaking, and became 
oratorial. This change, however, 
was not merely an extenfion, fo to 


fay, of t 

was produced by other caufes, The 
earlieft ancient hiftorians were na- 
tives, or recorded the deeds and re- 
volutions of independent republics. 
In pene public , speaking was 
very prattifed, was 
often the oa D events. 
The war between and Phi- 
lip, promoted by the oratorial pow- 


¥. 


ers of Demofthenes ; and the flight 
of Catiline from Rome, occafioned 
by the elaquence of Cigero, are i- 
irftrious proofs. But not only did 
ipceches, delivered in legiflative oc 
a affembbhies, in the fenate 
or in the forum, produce important 
effects ; other {peeches, feneehe ora- 
tions and allocutions, were fome- 
times followed by very fignal coafe- 
—, Ancient hiftorians, there- 
ore, were obliged to give us an ac- 
count of fuch fpeeches ; and, having 
before them the example of poets 
and very early hiftortans, they a- 
dopted their method. Thiey had 
alio fome other inducements. In 
the progrefs of improvement, the 
art of public {peaking came to be 
highly cultivated. Rhetorical ta- 
ts conferred ¢ reputation, 
and the ftudy of Set became u- 
niverfal. It is not furprifing, there- 
fore, that hiftorians fhould ernbrace 
fuch obvious o unities as their 
fubjeéts afforded them, of difplay- 
ing their abilities in a {pecies of com- 
ion fo much efteemed. It has 
en remarked, that fymptoms of 
this paffton for oratory, fo prevalent 
in Greece and Rome, may be dif- 
covered, even in fome of their . 
Such was the origin, and fue the 
different kinds of dramatic or rhe- 
torical hiftory. 
“ TJ. It is obvious, that, fo far 
as amufement is concerned, the me- 


he preceding methed. It grea 


te the ve 
are witneffes of the “ very deed ;” 
we are prefent in the in the 
forum, or on the field 

‘Nor is this effect wonderful ; 
tic method, have an eppertunity. 
diverfifying their labours, not on 
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with the ornaments, but with the 
impetuofity of rhetorical diétion. 
Some of the fpeeches in Livy are as 
animatéd and defcriptive as the 
pleadings of Cicero, The advan- 
tages of tlie rhetotical form, in 
point of vivacity and amufement, 
are particularly manifeft, when an 
hiftorian, in relating an important 
event, has occafion to explain the 
ftate of parties, with the particular 
views and intentions of fuch lead- 
ing men, efpecially in civil diffen- 
fions, as may have oppofite inter- 
efts. Such detail in modern hiftory 
becomes often very tedious and un- 
engaging, though it may have coft 
the writer much laborious refearch, 
and may be in itfelf important ; yet 
the reader very frequently tires, and 
counts the pages. How much more 
interefting is it, when this informa- 
tion is Te to us indireétly, in 
an eloquent {peech, and with all the 
graces of rhetorical expreffion! It 
was neceflary for Thucydides to in- 
form his reader, that the ftate of 
Athens was accufed by their neigh- 
bours of depredation, and to fet > 
fore him the various interefts, views, 
or condition of thofe Grecian repub- 
lics that entered early into the Pelo- 
ponnefian war; and this he does 
in the moft agreeable manner, in 
the fpeeches he attributes to ambaf- 
fadors, or other in high of- 
fice, among the Spartans, Corinthi- 
ans, and Athenians. How diftinét- 
Pe and with how much fpirit does 
nll fet before us the + anor 
rig ers, and pretenfions 
the Eien and plebeians at Rome, 
in the orations of Appius and Ca- 
nuleius! Add to all this, that the 
dramatic method gives us an inter- 
efting difplay of charaéter, Who is 
not more the 


than if it were deferibed in a more 
dire&t, and even in a more fubftan- 
ftial narrative! The Corinthian 
me ge pe genta - Bano 
pr that ailin - 
cof Athens had rendered nec 
partans to int , 
The Athenian scthelbdern, ‘then 
prefent, reply to them in a long ha- 
rangue: they with to hinder the 
Lacedemonians from entering im- 
mediately into hoftile meafures ; 
and take occafion to magnify and 
enumerate the mighty deeds of the 
Athenians, their power, and the 
fervices they had done to the Greeks. 
T Sthenclaidas tells them, 
“I really do not underftand the 
“ long of the Athenians. 
“* They expatiate in their own 
“ praites ; but fay not a fingle word 
* about the wrongs they have done 
*“ to our allies, rama gow yong 
“ fus. If they behaved on a 
“ former again{t the M 
“ ea behave ill at prefent, 
“* deferve the feverer correétion, 
“* that, having known and practifed 
“ what is right, they are now ad- 
“ diéted to evil. But our condué& 
“ at ‘ all ms moe gprs 
“ if we act properly at pre- 
“ fent, we fhall neither negled the 
“ wrongs fuffered by our fri 
“ nor dela to affift them ; for, in 
“ their fufferi there is neither 
“ delay nor refpite. Other ftates 
* may have 
“+ horfes; but we 
“ whom we muft not abandon to 


, and and 
e good 





[34] Ancient Form of HISTORICAL COMPOSITION. 


« Ie is the bufinefs of thofe who 
* meditate injury to retlet. There- 
* fore, Lacedemonians, let us aét 
* confiftently with the dignity of 
“ Sparta: let us refolve on war ; 
* nor allow the Athenians to be- 
** come too powerful, nor fuffer our 
** allies to be opprefied ; but, con- 
** fident in the favour of Heaven, let 
“« us take up arms againtt the guil- 
&* ty,’ 

* III. Since, therefore, the dra- 
matic form has fo many advantages ; 
fince it animates a narrative ; gives 
an opportunity to the hiftorian of 
borrowing afliftance from the graces 
of eloquence ; imparts {pirit to de- 
tails, otherwife unengaging; and 
gives an interefting difplay of cha- 
ra¢ter; why fhould it be given up 
by the moderns? Dorthey acknow- 
ledge themfelves more deftitute of 
fancy, fenfibility, and — of elo- 
quent diction than Salluft or ‘Taci- 
tus? Other reafons have been af- 
figned, and they deferve to be exa- 
mined. 


“ Truth,” it may be faid, * is 
“ the toundation of hiftory. An 
“ hiftorian muft give a faithful ac- 
«+ count of faéts, elfe he is no hif- 
“ torian; he is a novelift, a teller 
** of tales, a romance-writer, and 


* and that of the worft kind; for 


** he would impofe upon us as ac- 
* tual truth, what is even deftitute 
“ of bility. Now, as it is not 
* probable, that the fpeeches a- 
** fcribed by ancient hiftorians, to 
** the great perfons of whom they 
“ write, were ever delivered b 

** them in the very form their hif- 
** torians have given them, they 
* are guilty of deviation from truth, 
** and incur the cenfure we have 
“ exprefled. Though Cefar and 
** Cato might have delivered fuch 
** orations as Salluft has afcrihed to 
_# them, it is not very likely that 


** Galgacus and Coriolanus thould 
** have delivered the long fpeeches 
* attributed to them by Tacitus 
** and Dionyfius. The Romans and 
*“* Caledonians, at the period when 
“* thefe men appeared, were illite- 
** rate and unim . The prac- 
“* tice feems to have arifen among 
“‘ the loquacious Greeks, and to 
** have been copied by the imita- 
** tive Romans. It is, as was men- 
* tioned, a manifeft violation of 
* truth; and if an hiftorian, in any 
“* cafe whatfoever, appears regard- 
lefs of yeracity, how can we de- 
pend upon him on other occa. 
fions ? He impairs his own cre- 
dit, and the whole of his evidence 
becomes .fufpeéted. Therefore, 
according to this view of the mat- 
ter, the felf-denial of modern hif- 
torians does them great honour. 

Rather than trefpafs againft the 

truth, and weaken the force of 

their evidence in matters fo high- 
** ly important, as the knowl 
“* of paft events, they deny them- 
** felves all the ornaments they 
“* might derive from the difplay ef 
** eloquence ; and, with a maztly 
** conicioufnefs of the dignity con- 
** ferred by their great office, they 
** defpife the praife of rhetorical in- 
“* genuity.”” 

* This argument feems very 
weighty. I fhall, therefore, con- 
fider, in the firft place, how far the 
dramatic form may be called a de- 
viation from truth or probability ; 
and, 2dly, fuppofin it to be fo, whe- 
ther the feverity of the rule has not 
been relaxed in other particulars of 
higher moment, both by ancient 
and modern hiftorians, but without 
ne or even weakening their 
c t. 

* 1, How far, then, may the 
dramatic form be confidered as a 
deviation from amen ie” 

ere 





Ascient Formof HISTORICAL COMPOSITION. [85] 


Were there no public fpeakers in 
Greece or in Rome? Im the deli+ 
berations of Athenians and Komans, 
concerning 2ffairs of the laft import- 
aace, were there no public orators ? 
Were there no funeral harangues ? 
And were there no ailocutions ? 
Was it not cuftomary for a com- 
wander, about to engage in battle, 
to aflemble his army, and pronounce 
in their hearing, fuch aniimated 
fpeeches as tended to roufe and pre- 
ferve their fpirit? Did not am- 
bafladors pronounce elaborate ora- 
tions? When the Ionians folicited 
affiftance from the Greeks againift 
the Perfians, are we not told by He- 
rodotus, ber ee ner tery for 
that afra imfelf in 
porpley and delivered an eloquent 
oration to the people of Laced:r- 
mon? .Ambaffladors among the 
Romans were originally termed 
leaders; they are fo termed by 
V ‘irgil, who never, fo far as I know, 
devistes from the truth of nature in 
his delineation of manners. And 
Tlionens, who feems to have been 
the chief fpeaker among the Tro- 
jans, delivers himfelf with’ great 
—. both at Carthage and to 
king Latinus. . Or ean we fuppofe, 
that thofe {peeches, delivered fo fre- 
quently, and on fo’ ae occafions, 
had not very L effects in the 
great interefts of ee ? 
Thefe are faéts which ‘cannot’ be 
denied. If fo, they ought certainly 
to be recorded. But'are they to be 
recorded in the’ very general man- 
ner now mentioned? Is the hifto- 
rian to do no more than fimply'tell 
us, that certain perfons, upon ‘ter- 
tain octafions, delivered {peeches, 
on one fide or other, in fome mo- 
mentous'debate? A reader, enter- 
ing with fpirit into the narrative, 
would be:defirous of knowing’ what 
arguments were employed; fopcif 


an effect, ee of being tranf- 
mitted to pofterity, was 
bv fuchofj a vape arguments they 
caneet dine without doubt, its 
efficient caufe. Therefore, if i 
are known, a faithfel and intelli- 
gent writer will be very loth to 
tupprefs them, otherwife he becomes 
untaithiul. The hiftorian, then, 
mutt give us an account of fj 
and of {peeches, ‘and of the ar 
ments which “they contain ; Cae 
muft he proceed-no farther? The 
rigid feveri cay of modern criticifm, 
and 7 laudable Jove of truth, fo 
peculiar to the moderns, pronounce 
an inviglable prohibition. He muft 
not pretend to tell ws, nor even to 
conjecture the niethed or arrange- 
ment obferved by the » and 
much lefs the words of the {peech. 
It is, then, about the mere words 
of the {peaker, or perhaps his me- 
thod, Ge'ees is any” difpute: 
and all the charge brought againtt 
ancient hiftorians, amounts to no 
more than that they alter the &x- 
preflion, and ‘the ments of 
a fpeaker in the firft rathet 
than in the third. If they had done, 
as has been practifed in forme hifto- 
ries of England ;°if they had told 
us, that’ fome"? peer’ or corm 
moner had faiel, that fuch and fuch 
were his views Sand conclufions, 
there would have been no tranfgref- 
fion; and Livy and Thucydides are 
no otherwife | than for ex- 
hiditing their {peakers in the firft 
: yet, furely, the faithful hif- 
torfair'is a of “facts rather 
than of words. Herodotus, wi one 
inftance, has done the very 
om this A nig Senet dove ie 


furtive ge, fs en woe 
«oat, phe oe of 

a « Macodonteh prince ; and has aec- 
cordingly: imctirred the juft, but re- 
If 3 luétant 
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uétant blame of Longinus. Or 
would you have a modern hiftorian, 
in giving an account of the {peeches 
in the houfe of ¢ommons, give us 
the Irith of one, ithe broad Scotch 
of -another, or v Englith of a 
third? Os, in telling us the con- 
verfation of fome forcign minifter, 
ignorant of the Englith t > 
would you have him deliver it in 
the original German or Dutch? 
In fuch cafes we make ufe of tran{- 
lation. Yet the idioms of modern 
Eurgpean la ¢s are fo different 
from one another, that — find 
it, on many opcafions, utterly im- 
poflible to un a literal tranflation 
of the yery words. We muft have 
sooetarse to a ype and to 
metaphorical expreflions, as 

ol different images from 

the ori elvetius 

has. been charged, and I think not 
unjuftly, with having offered to the 
ublic, as an original poem, a tranf- 
tion of the firft fcene of Elfrida ; 
yet the difference between the twa 
performances is-much greater than 
that between prefenting the views 


ai of a fj . 
2 en yng kp nel 
by an hiftorian. Add to ail 
that there cag be: no violation 
ity, when there is no intene 
warned of his 


4 


at 


2, 
f 


¥ 
is 
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to that of Sthenelaidas, ** aug, 
# Tors Aamdasuonces adi,” ** he fpoke 
“to the Lacedemonians in this 
“ manner.” Salluft’s introduc- 
tion to the ipeech of Cetar is of 
the fame kind ; and the fame’ ob. 
fervation may be iliuftrated in a 
variety of paflages in Livy. To 
what has been offered on this head, 
I fhall add the following advice, 
from Lucian, a writer of confider. 
able judgment, and who treated fa- 
bulous hiftory with. very little-in- 
dulgence. “* When it is neceffary 
“ to make any one fpeak, you muit 
“+ take care to,let him fay ‘nothi 
#¢ but what is fuitable to the perfon, 
*¢ and to what he about, and 
let every thing clear and in- 
‘« intelligible : bere) i + you 
‘* may be permitted fo play the o- 
** gator, and fhew the power of elo- 
6 quence.” ' 

*¢ Upon the whole, therefore, of 
this argument, I have little dithicul- 
ty in concluding, that the charge of 
deviation from truth, im the drama- 
tic form of hiftorical compofition, is 
ill-founded, or admits of great pals 
jjation. 
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Ram ie Oslin, X gatee Cote 
“. alfo was a zealous 
perp 


tives, detect om wry S and ex- 
the labyrinths human 
ea How difficult a tafk! How 
difficult, om many occafions, to 
difecover the motives of our own 
conduct! How difficult to afcertain 
the principles of action that infh- 
gate thofe perfons with whom we 
are daily converfant! How much 
more dificult to afcertain the mo- 
o> of men who lived many ¢en- 
o, and with whefe private 
o pectar habits we are little ac- 
quainted ! Every. inveftigation of 
this fort muft be attended with un- 
certainty. Yet hiftorians have, in 
save proceeded baldly in undoing 
have in g 
the mazes of the. human heart, in 
delineating charaéters, and in ex- 
eae reat revolutions by the 
er interefts of fa- 
= ain In feme cafes, motives 
are very obvious. When Thucy- 
dides tells us, that, the Lacedamo- 
nians. entered into the Pelo 
war, not fo much to protect the 
other, Grecian. flates, as to hinder 
Athens from growing powerful, we 


aflent ‘very to his opinion, 
. Se ee! hit, 


his arms, and elated.with 
ving again Near a thoufand 


w of the repoblin, Hucdehen 


T3 of the republic. 
* to recornmend himataie be 


‘ the people, whofe favour; 


“ Fepet.n yo pea Wy 
* than tite fenate’s, and to 
“ frefh lad of envy 
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to his illuftrious perfons, probable 
words aud phrafes. The narrative 
hiftorian, with intrepid boldnef:, 
afcribes to them probable motives, 
10ns, and inclinations. The firtt 
indulges conjeéture in thofe things 
merely that are external, and that 
regard the form and manner. The 
fecond is indulgent to himfelf in 
thofe that are material and internal, 
and advances, as fa¢ts, his ‘own 
— concerning the moft delicate 
ings of action. Since, therefore, 
the ftriét rule of veracity is tranf- 
greffled in this particular, with fo 
much applaufe, why, in an inttanceé 
of lefs importance, and when ‘the 
tranfgreflion would be attended with 
advantages of another kind, may 
not criticifm abate fome of its Ti- 
gour? Nay, in comparing what 
was formerly faid with what has 
now been obferved, the dramatic 
hiftorian feems to have the higher 
title to this indulgence, that he 
feems, in truth, to be the more 
faithful writer of the two. The 
narrative hiftorian gives you his 
facts and conjectures mingled toge- 
ther, and with equal authority ; fo 
that it requires more patience and 
difcernment than belong to a. great 
many readers, to diftinguifh what 
ought to be received with immedi- 
ate belief, from thofe things that 
depend for their evidence on the 
conjectural judgment of the the nar- 
rator, Hiftorsans of another kind, 
{and this, in general, is the practice 
of Xenophon and Livy), give vou 
their facts and theif conjectures a: 
part. Their facts conititute the 
narrative, and their views of cha; 
racters and motives are thrown irito 
thofe fpeeches, which, as we have 
feen, are not offered by the writers 
themfelves as of equal authority with 
their relation of external events. » 
“ ] have thus erideavoured to 
point out the caufe of the difference, 
3 


ftated at the beginning of this dif- 
courfe, between the ancient and 
medern form of hiftorical compofi- 
tion, and have fuggefted fome con- 
fiderations by which the practice of 
antiquity may be juftified. The 
fame confiderations do not extend to 
the hiftory ef modern European 
nations ; for the praétice could not 
be fupported by the fame views of 
probability. In the revolutions of 
modern nations, public {peaking has 
been of little importance. We have 
not now any funeral orations for 
political purpofes; other circum- 
ftances of military difcipline have 
fuperfeded the ufe of allocution ; 
our ambafladors have little occafion 
for rhetorical powers ; and we may 
add, that the deliberations of the 
Britifh parliament are not much in- 
fluenced by the dratory of even the 
moft eloquent fpeakers. We may 
alfo obferve, that the object of mo- 
dern hiftorians feems a good deal 
different from that of the ancient* 
they are become more philofophical ; 
they difcover more accuracy in exe 
plaining caufes, and more penetra. 
tation in deducing effects. | Oratory 
was the fafhion in ancient times} 
hilofophy is the fafhion at prefenv: 
The ancient hiftorian was often de- 
firous of exciting fympathetic feel- 
ings, and of pleafing thé fancy ; ‘the 
modern hiftorian is chiefly defirous 
of informing the underftanding. 
Both: methods ‘are liable to perver- 
fio, °* The ancient. hiftorian was 
telhpted to go too far’in queft of 
fhetorical embelfifiment ; the “mo- 
dern may be-equally mifled by the 
love of philofophical theory. . Great - 
would be the merit of that write: 
who could unite the elegant graces 
of the ancient hefterian, particularly 
of the colloquial kind, with the ac- 
curate refeareéh-and comprehenfive 
cifeernment of the modern,” 


Qa 
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On the STYLE of Dr. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 


[From the Transactions of the Roya: Iaisu Acavemy.} 


“ ITAT Johnfon’s ftyle is ob- 
feuré, the tefti of ail 
unlearned readers abundantly con- 
furms ; nd from the fame authority 
the caufe may be ftated to be his per- 
petual affectation of — his 
thoughts by the wfe of polyfyila- 
bles of Latin derivation; a fait, 
which confines to.men of erudition 
the moft animating enforcements to 
virtue and the moftfalutary rules of 
conduct, bv difqualifying all who 
have not been made acquainted by a 
liberal education with the Latin ap- 
pellations for things, or thofe, from 
whote memories the common ufe of 
the Englifh names has in courfe of 
tome effaced them. ‘And let it not 
be faid that fuch a clafs is beneath 
the attention of an author when it 
is confidered that almoft the whole 
female world, fromthetircumftances 
of their education are’ neceffarily in- 
cluded in it. They learn the words 
of their langua m converfation 
or familiar s; but with whom 
are they to coriverfe, or what vo- 
lumes of mufty pedantry are they to 
ranfack to be enabled to perufe the 
writings of Johnfon without fre- 
quent recourfe to his: diétionary ? 
Nor has this wilful exchofion of the 
unlearned readersfervedas a means of 
conciliating the favour of the learn- 
ed, who, though they underftand 
Latin, in an Englifh work-expect to 
tind Englith ; and whatever may-be 
the peculiarities of their own ftyle, 
are forward enough to difcover and 
reprobate thofé of others. 
“ Thus Dr. Johnfon obferves, 
that Milton formed his ftvle on a 
perverfe and pedantic principle ; he 


was defirous “to ufe Paglith words 
‘« with a foreign idiom.” *But Mil- 
ton’s’ poetry, ifindeed a defence be 
neceflary, 1s futliciently defended by 
efablifiied poetic licence: and for 
his profe, let it be obferved, that his 
fubjetts were learned, ond 1 may 
fay ‘technical, and his readers of 
fuch defcription as left it matter’ af 
indifference whether they thoukd be 
addreffed in Engiith or in Latin: 
that he was ¢ in) repéated 
controverfies With and 
his works defigned to the 
fortunes of the exiled over 
the continent, an? in fome 
fort officially, by the Latin fecretary 
to Cromwell. © But furely that prin- 
ciple, which has Jed: Johntor to feek 
for Femote words, though with the 
Englith idiom, is no lets pedantic 
than Milton's, and mach more inju- 
rious by its obfeurity. The reader 
who knows the fingle words may 
perhaps be able to overcome the dit- 
ficulties of the arrangement, but for 
ignorance of the fingle words no re- 
medy'can with be ope 
Johnfon has befide no peculiarity of 
fituation to plead in excufe, ‘but has 
on the contrary adopted ‘his 

tie principle againtt the difluafive in- 
fluence of c:rcum{tanees.. From the 
writer of an Englifh dictionary, 
there might reafo be ex 

a nice flection of w purely and 
radically Englith ; or at leaft the ufe 
of fuch only as had been indifputa- 
bly admitted into the langaage ; and 
the complexion of hi as well 
as the popular fubjeéts he treated of, 
were fuch as might be thought to 
furnifli little wmptation to — 
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and antiquated phrafeology. In- 
deed, if cules for periodical eflays 
are to be drawn from the practice of 
their great Englifh original, Mr. 
Addifon, asthe rules of epic 
ry from Homer’s, nothing can 
more dppofite to their true char- 
after ; for as their profefled intent is 
the improvement of pate nian- 
ners, their {tyle, aswell as their fub- 
jects, fhould be levelled to under- 
ftandings of every defcription, 
- * It may be faid, however, ia 
favour of Jolinfon, that the great 
law-givers of ctiticiim have indulg- 
sed writers of eminence in a licenfe 
for calling an the aid of foreign 
words. But thisandulgence, which 
of right beldags:only to poetry, and. 
the moredignified kinds of profe, is 
even g : to/ithem with but. @ 
fparing; hands), dabitur licentia 
“ fumpta pudenter.’” Our author; 
who in his poems bas made but lit- 
tle ule of this ivilege, has in his 
profe, extended;a limited fufferance 
to the moft unqualified permiffion 
and excouragement: he has prefer- 
red, on al) occafions where a choice 
was to be made, the remote word of 
Latin derivation to the received En- 
glith one, and has brought in the 
whole vecabylary of natural phi- 
lofophy, to perplex and encumber 
familiar En a writing. Ido not 
fpeak of a on words {cattered rare- 
ly through his: works, but of the 
general er of his ityle appear- 
ing In every page; not of fingle aéts, 
but of confirmed and prevailing ha- 
bits;. of riew-raifed colonies, dif: 
daining an aflociation with the na- 
tives, and threatening the final de- 
ftruction of our language. The 
reader, at his firft fab of the 
Rambler, finds himfelf bewildered 
ina labyrinth of long and learned 
words, diftraéted with forei gn founds, 
and exiled from his native fpeech, 
in perpetual want of an interpreter ; 


difguited at the intrufion of {o . 
ny pbrafes to which he has been bi 
therto a ftranger, he labours out : 
paflage through the palpable obfcure 
and, when he has at laft gained th, 
golden prize, laments that fo much 
time fhould have been wafted, ig 
over-coming the unneceffary @bfta. 
cles to its approach, 

‘¢ Thoug) this reprefentation may 
appear fomewhat extravagant, vet 
a tew fentences felected from this 
author may: fhew that it does no 
mifreprefent the feelings of ording. 
ry readers, or exaggerate the difhicul- 
ties of his ftyle. * What then can 
“ enfue but acontinual exacerhation 
“of hatred, an unextinguithable 
‘‘ feud,, and an inceflant reciprocas 
“tion of mifchief?”’ “ Whenthe 
*< radical idea fhoots gut into paral- 
*¢ lel ramifications, how can a con- 
* fecutive feries be formed of fenfes 
“ in their nature collateral.”’ “Thefe 
‘“‘ burfts of light and involutions of 
‘¢ darknefs, thefe tranfient and in- 
‘* voluntary excurfions and retrocef- 
*‘ fions of invention,” “ Experi- 
‘‘ ence quickly fhews the tortuolities 
‘‘ of imaginary rectitude, the com- 
** plications of fimplicity, and the 
‘6 afperities of fmoothnefs.”’ Who 
could under{tand the meaning of the 
word NET-woRK, by reading is 
definition in a diétionary as “a 
‘thing reticulated, or decuflate 
‘with interftices between the im 
“ terfeétions?”’ Or who could 
know, that ‘the practice of a 
‘¢ pending to the narratives of pu 
6 fic tranfactions, more miaute 
«“ domeftic . intelligence,” meant 
¢ filling the news-papers with adver- 


‘‘ tifements,”’ if Johnfon himéeli 


had not kind! en with - 
tranflation. Such paflages are # 
confiftent with the cenfure pafied in 
his Idler on aridiculous citizen, \~ 
by affociating with ftage players 


learned a new language; a? "f 












» euftomer has talked longer than he 
is willing to hear, is made to com- 

sn that “* he has been excruciated 
« with unmeaning verbofity.”” The 
author of the Rambler, though not 
a citizen, has as little claim to the 
privilege of {peaking unintelligibly. 

« There are however two occa- 
Gons on which this fault appears yet 
more extravagant 1nd ridiculous. 
The firft of thefe is, where perfon- 
ages of different defcriptions are in- 
troduced as writing in their own cha- 
raters; for what can be more ab- 
furd than to fu a fimilarity of 
flyle and particularly where that 
ftyle is fo far from a fimple one, in 
the writings of perfons fuppofed to 
be of different ages, tempers, and 
occupations. Yet all the correfpon- 
dents of the Rambler feem infected 
with the fame literary contagion, 
and the Johnfonian diftemper to 
have been equally communicated 
to all. Thus Papilius talks of 
“ lity, erratic induftry, and 
* Eiadestens notions dazzling 
“the attention with fudden {cin- 
“tillations of conceit.” Vic- 
toria paffes through the cofme- 
* tic difcipline, covered with emol- 
* lients, and punifhed with artificial 
* excoriations.’? Mifocapelus tells 
of his “ officinal ftate, adliefions of 
“trade, and ambulatory projects ;”” 
and Hypertatus defcribes the “ flac- 
“cid fides of a foot-ball {welling out 
“into ftiffnefs and extenfion,’”’ and 
talks of * concentration of under- 
ftanding, barometrical pneumato- 
logy,” and * tenuity of a defecat- 
“ edair.”” In fuch writings the hand 
of the mafter muft be immediately 
perceived; the exiftence of the ima- 
gmary correfpondents cannot even 
for a moment be believed, and the 
Rambler ftands conviéted of .an 
ineffectual and unneceflary attempt 
toraife his own confequence by forg 
ing letters to himifelf. 
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“The fecond occafion on which 
this fault is equally glaring, iswhere 
ordinary or perhaps mean fubjects 
become mans) oe to be treated of ; 
and a few inftances from our author 
may well warrant my afferting that 
on tuch occafions, as he himfelf fays 
lets defervedly of Dr. Young, * bur- 
‘* lefque cannot go beyond him.’ 
Thus a calamity which with mot ade 
mit being complained of, \isin John- 
fon’s Janguage, fuch as * will rot 
“ juitify the acerbity ofrexclamation, 
“ or fupport the folemnity of vocat 
“ grief :’’ to deny and to.protefs, are 
to “ pronounce the monofyllables 
* of coldnefs and the fonorous pe- 
“ riods of refpectful> profeilion :” 
when the fkillet is watched on the 
fire, we fee it “ (immer: with the 
‘ due degree of heat, and fnatch it 
“« off atthe moment of projection :”* 
for fun-fet,, we read «* the gentle 
* coruftations of declining day ;" 
and for wathing the face with éxuét- 
nefs;, we have, “ wathimg with oris 
‘ental ferupulofity.’’ Mean and 
vulgar expreffions caunot have a 
more powerful: » recommendation 
than that one of the abledt writers 
in the Enylith language could only 
thus avoid them. Inorod 

** Johnion was a writer dfi tooat- 
tentive and critical obfervationt be 
ignorant of this remarkable is 
arity of his own ftyle. In the jaft 
paper of his Rambler, whereche 
treats of his work as-a claffical En- 
glifh compofition, he takes notice of, 
and by a defence, which if admit- 
ted would juftify and recommend it, 
fhews himfelf nota little prejudiced 
in itsfavour. Afterdeclaring, with 
fome oftentation; that * he has la- 
** boured to refine our language to 
* grammitical purity, and to clear it 
** trom colloquial barbarifms, licen- 
‘* tious idioms, and irregular com- 
“ binations ;"’ that ** fomething per- 
** haps he has added to the ss 
° 
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*¢ of itsconftruétion, and fomething 
* to the harmony of its cadence ;°’ 
he proceeds to fubjoin the following 

: “* When common words 
“were lefs pleafing to the ear, or 
* Jefs diftin€& in their fignifieation, 
“ I have familiarized the terms of 
“ ee by applying them to 
** known objects and popular ideas ; 
“¢ but have rarely admitted any word 
** not authorized by former writers < 
** for Ivbelieve that whoever knows 
“‘ the Englith tongue in its prefent 
“extent, will be able to exprefs his 
“ thoughts, without farther help 
“ from othernations.”” The-fitit of 
thefe reafons» for fubftiruting, in 
place of a rectived familiar Englith 
word, a remote philofophical one, 
fuch as are moft of Johnfon’s Latin 
abftract fubftantives, is its being 
more pleafing to the ear. But this 
can only be deemed: fufficient by 
thofe who -would fubmit fenfe ‘to 
found, and for the fake of being ads 
mired by~fome,’ would be-eontént 
not to be underftood by:others.. Ant! 
though, in fome-inttinces, for the 
fake of ring the conftitutional 
roughnefs of the Englith language, 
this might be admitted, yet it never 
can becontended for in fuch latitude 
as would juftify the practice of ‘our 
author. This he well knew, and 
accordingly defending hard words in 
see Be hisIdler, he infiits large- 
ly on the fecond plea, the greater di: 
itinctnefs of fignification.  ** Differ- 
*¢ ence of thoughts,’’ he fays, * will 
** produce difference of language : 
**he that thinks with more extent 
** than another, will want words of 
“larger meaning; ‘he that thinks 
** with more fubtilty will feek terms 
“of more nice diferimination.”’ In 
this argument there is certainly 
fome degree of weight, and the ex- 
act appropriation and perfpicuity of 
Johnfon’s words in’ fome meafure 
confirms it. But that languace, 
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which he does not admit to liowe 
funk beneath Milton, would fure! 
have been fulticient to have fy wei. 
ed hin ; and, as he himfelf sblions 
* without is proper erms enh 
“ not alwaws i i a OE 
“ art: in mor lite mf tse ceac the 
Ls dif, f ms vy it 9S One thing to 
ifeufs the niceties of the caluntt, 
“and another to direct the practice 
“ of common life.’’> Let tlie natut 
of periodica] publications deter. 
mine, whrich fhould be more pro- 
wp the object of the author. But 
is not reduced>to the altermittive : 
it the teftimomy! of ‘many Englith 
authars of eminence,’ contirmed ex. 
perimentally by their own ier, 
is to, be relied on, exaétnefs of 
thought 3s not neceffarily at variance 
with familiar expretiion ; and if this 
wnion was not impoilible, would not 
fome endeavour to effeét it have de 
ferved the attention of 1 Johnion? 
Of Johnfon who, while his diétion- 
ary proves fuch accurate aiid copious 
knowledge of ow received words, 
as could? riot. lave failed of accom: 
plifhing the patriotic talk, however 
arduous, gives in his other works 
the ftronger reafons to lament, that 
his prejudices in favour of a victous 
and affected ftyle fhouid have pre 
vented his undertaking it. 

« But this fault is furely com 
mitted without exeufe, in every éale 
where the language furnithes a re- 
ceived word adequate to the diftint 
communication of the idea: and 
that manv fuch have innocently 
incurred: Doctor Johnfon’s difplea- 
fure muft be abundantly evident to 
every reader. A page of his writ» 
ings, compared with one of amy of 
our eminent Englifh authors on the 
fame fubject, will furnifl many 10 
ftances, which cannot be account 
for by attention to harmony of fo 
er diftinctnefs of fignification: 1 
ftances, to be afciibed mately 
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wantonnels of habit which, after 

ing Congreve’s declaration, 
that “ he wrote the Old Batchelor 
«to amufe himnfelf in his recovery 
« from a fit of ficknefs,”” thinks pro- 

r, a few lines after to explain in 
johnfon’s words, by faying, * the 
« Old Batchelor was written in the 
« Janguor ot convalefcence.”” It 
would feem that the aunt of Bella- 
ria, who gives the writings of the 
Rambler to her niece for her perufal, 
and promifes to tell her the meaning 
of anv word the fhould not under- 
fland, has undertekenatatk, which 
the author hi:r.felf fufpects to be not 
unneceflarvy, and the reader has rea- 
fon to apprehend fhe will fcarcely be 
able to accomplifh. 

“ Johnfon favs indeed, he has 
rarely admitted any word, not au- 
thorized by former writers: but 
where are we to feek authorities for 
“refufcitation, orbity, volant, fa- 
“ tuitv, divaricate, afinine, narcotic, 
“ vulnerary, empyreumatic, papili- 
“onaceous,”’ and innumerable 
others ot the fame ftamp, which a- 
bound in and difgrace his pages ? 
for “ obtund, difruption, fenfory 
or panoply,”’ all occutring in the 
fhort compafs of a fingle effuy in the 
Rambler? Or for “ cremation, 
“ horticulture, germination and de- 
“ decuffation,’’ within a few pages 
in his Life of Browne ? They may 
be found, per haps, in the works of 
former writers, but they make no 
part ot the Englith language. They 
are the illegitimate offspring of learn- 
ing by vanity; adopted indeed, but 
not naturalized, and thoigeh ufed, 
vet not authorized: for if ufe can 
fut iently authorize, there is no de- 
{cription of improper words, which 
can be condemned. ‘Technical words 
may be defended from Dryden and 
Milton, obfolete from Shakefpeere, 
vulgar from Swift and Butler. 
Johnfon’s fault lies in this, that he 
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as made fuch frequent ufe of re- 
mote and abftrufe words of Latin 
original, that his meaning often be- 
comes unintelligible to readers not 
‘sre of a confiderable degree of 
earning ; and whether thefe words 
were now firft made by him, or hav- 
ing been made by others, hed been 
hitherto denied admittance into the 
current language, is a matter of 
serfe&t indifference. 

“It muft be allowed that thefe 

terms are reftrained by our aythor 
to fuch precifion, that they cannot 
often refign their places to others 
more familiar, without fome injury 
to the fenfe. But fuch is the copi- 
oulnefs of our language, that there 
are few ideas on ordinary fubjeéts, 
which an attentive examination will 
find incommunicable in its ordinary 
words, Though we may not have 
a term to denote the exiftence of a 
ae | in the abftraét, we may per- 
haps find one to denote it in the con- 
crete; and even though there may 
be none to exprefs any mode of its 
exiftence, there may readily oecur 
one to exprefs its dire¢t negation. 
It is the bufinefs of the writer who 
wifhes to be underftood, to try all 
poffible variations of the grammati- 
cal ftructure of his fentence, to fee 
if there be not fome which may pof- 
fibly make known his thought in fa- 
miliar words, But that this was not 
the practice of Johnfon, his compo- 
fitions and his celebrated fluency af- 
ford the ftrongeft evidence. He feems 
to have followed the firft impulfe of 
his mind in the ftruéture of his fen- 
tence, and when he found in his pro- 
grefs no Englifh word at hand to 
occupy the predetermined place, it 
was eafy to fupply the deficiency by 
calling in a Latin one. 

“ Of this overbearing prejudice, 
which thus fubdued a ftrongly ration- 
al underftanding, and mifled a judg- 
ment eminently critical, fwmay not 
be 
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be ufelefs to enquire the reafons. 
To the firft and principal of thefe, 
no man can be a ftranger who has fo 
read the works of Johnion as to 
have formed a juft notion of the pe- 
culiar genius of the author. Poffeff- 
ed of the moft penetrating acutenefs 
and refolute precifion of thought he 
delights to employ himfelf in diferi- 
minating what common inaccuracy 
had biealoieded, and in feparating 
what the grofinefs of vulgar concep- 
tion had united. A judgment, thus 
employed (as he would perhaps him- 
felf defcribe it) in fubtilizing dif- 
tin¢tions, and diflociating concrete 
qualities to the {tate of individual 
exiftence, naturally called — for 
language the moft determinate, for 
words of the inoft abftra&t fignifica- 
tions. Of thefe common ipecch 
could furnifh him with but a ony 
fupply. Familiar words are ufually 
either the names of things a¢tually 
fubfifting, or of qualities denoted 
adjectively, by reference to thofe 
fubftantives to which they belong: 
befides, common ufe gives to tami- 
iar words fuch a latitude of mean- 
ing, that there are few which it does 
not admit in a variety of accepta- 
tions. Johnfon, unwilling to fubmit 
to this inconvenience, which, in 
every country, to avoid a multipli- 
city of terms, had been mae’ 
in, fought out thofe remote and ab- 
ftrufe Latin derivatives, which as 
they had for the moft part hitherto 
been ufed but once, were as yet ap- 

ropriated to one fignification exclu- 
fively. What the natural bent of 
his genius thus gave birth to, his 
fucceflive employments ftrengthen- 
ed to maturity. The fchoclmaf- 
ter may plead prefcription for pe- 
dantry ; the writer of a dictionary, 
if attached to words of any defcrip- 
tion has peculiar advantages towards 
ftoring them in his memory ; and if 
thcy be terms which occur but rare- 
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ly, the difficulty of fearch; 
their authorities netiegdal ~ 
ftrongly. The writi eg 
BY ritings of Sir Tho. 
mas Browne were to | ohn{fon the ©. 
pious vocabularies of the Anglo-La 
tin ftyle; and the numberlefs quo. 
tations from them in his Didionnr 
as wellas the Life of Browne which 
he wrote, are proofs of the atten. 
tion with which he perufed them, 
and of the eftimation In which he 
held their author. « Finding,” 4; 
he fays, ‘that our language had 
** been for near a century deviating 
“towards a Gallic ftruéture ang 
‘* phrafeology,” he entered into a 
confederacy with the Latins to pre. 
vent it, without confidering that 
many nations had fallen beneath 
their own auxiliaries. As fome 
moralifts would recommend the o- 
vercoming of one paffion by raifing 
up another to oppofe it, he feems to 
have thought the tendency of our 
language towards the French would 
be beft corrected by an equal impulfe 
towards the Latin. That he was 
well verfed in all the Latin learning, 
and minutely critical in the power 
of its words, is clearly manifelted 
in his writings. His earlieft work 
was a tranflation of Mr. Pope's 
Meffiah into Latin, and the firft ef- 
tablifhment of his fame was his imi- 
tation of a Latin fatirift. We find 
too, from Mr. Bofwell, that he con- 
tinued his ftudies in that language to 
a very late period, and cheng ft 
not too learned even toa femaleear. 
Not confined folely to the claflis, 
he quotes the obfcure remains of 
all earning, and hasdelivered 
precife decifions on the performances 
of our Englifh poets in that lan- 
guage. His Life of Milton more 
particularly, whom he might have 
confidered as a rival in learning, * 
bounds in proof that Johnfon P 
qued himfelf not a little on 
knowledge of Latin. He oppots 








BerrPeasy ese eran 


2.5 


°e 
“ 


SOeTrFP cae Faeanyrraws? arts 





tn form the fyftem of fchool-educa- 
tion recommended and adapted by 
Milton: he is happy in communi- 
cating a new authority for a particu- 
br acceptation of the word “ per- 
« fona ;"” fuggefts incidentally whe- 
ther “ vir gloriofiflimus”’ be not an 
impure exprethon ; and takes efpe- 
cia! care to inform us that ‘* vapu- 
« Jandus” is a folecifm. Thus his 
accurate knowledge of the Latin 
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tongue furnifhed him with materials 
to engraft into ours ; and his often- 
tatious defire to difplay that know- 
Jedge concurred with the other caules 
above enumerated to vitiate his ftyle. 
Determined to deviate from the En- 
glith language, while his antipathy 
to the French reftrained him on the 
one fide, his sapere ny for the La- 
tin as naturally enticed him to the 
other. 
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[From the Second Volume of Davy’s Letters upon Subjects of Literature. } 


« FNvention, with refpect to the 
arts of Defign, as well as Poet- 
ry is fometimes confidered, or at 
leaft talked of, as a fpecies of real 
infpiration ; whereas, according to 
my idea of it, Invention is nothing 
more than that power by which we 
are capable of calling up into one 
view, and at the fame time attend- 
ing to a variety of ideal objects, 
which are retained and held toge- 
ther in the memory, either by their 
own natural conneétions, or by ar- 
tificial ones, for our occafional ufe ; 
and in execution of the fine arts, 
they are differently feleéted and ar- 
ranged by the imagination, under 
the guidance of our judgment and 
tafte. The powers of Invention in 
the arts, muft, therefore, be mod 
in proportion to the greater ftoc 
of agreeable ideas we have been ca- 
pable of laying up, and the greater 
number of connections which we 
have inftituted as the means of re- 
calling them, in order to compofe 
agreeable forms or pictures, or af- 
femblages of harmonious founds, 
for the entertainment of the eye ar 


ear. It might be a ufeful digreffion 
to enlarge upon this fubjeét of affo- 
ciations in a moral light. I might 
point out to you what neceflity there 
1s for caution in the forming our 
ideal conneétions, fince much not 
only of the amufement, but of the 
virtue and credit, and fubftantial 
happinefs of life, may depend upon 
the train in which our ideas are dif- 
pofed to follow; and particularly 
as thefe conneétions lead us to the 
choice of our acquaintance, and the 
objects of our purfuits; but this I 
have not time for at prefent; let 
me only obferve, by the way, to af- 
fift you in forming a judgment of 
men’s different chara and to 
condu& yourfelf with ref to 
their ruling principles—That the 
man of wit is direéted in his opini- 
nions, and influenced by thofe ob- 
jeéts chiefly, whofe adjoinment en- 
tertains his fanciful imagination g 
the mifer is fcarcely more biafled by 
his fordid intereft than the man of 
wit by ftriking and uncommon 
images ; and however agreeable he 
may be ig converfation, his judg- 

ment 
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ment and his friendfhip are in gene- 
ral not to be relied on. The man of 
humour has his opinions influenced 
by thofe objects which are connect- 
ed by oppofition ; and ridicule with 
him is made the teft of juttice, ho- 
nour, and integrity; in fhort, of 
every thing. The man of tafte is 
fwayed by elegance, which, as it is 
in unifon with virtue, fuch a one 
is truly amiable : the man of rigid 
judgment, has often an appear- 
ance of feverity and morofenefs, 
but his ideas are connected by 
truth, and there is an integrity in 
his conduct, which is above decep- 
tion. The man of genius, whofe 
ideas are connected by elegance, or 
truth or contraft, or agreeable no- 
velty, is apt to be various in hts 
conduct, but in general he may be 
depended on: nor is it to be won- 
dered at, confidering the fupertority 
which fuch numerous connections 
muft give him over the rett of the 
world, if in ruder or enthufiafte 
ages he was confidered as Owing that 
fuperiority of inveation, which dif- 
tinguifhes him in fo extraordinary a 
manner, to the inftructions of fome 
genius or attendant fpirit: thefe 
times indeed have Been long patt, 
and yet inftead of the plain account 
above given of a power, which, no 
man who looks attentively into his 
own mind can be a ftranger to, we 
have been told, in the preface to 
Fref{noy’s Art of Painting, that * In- 
** vention is a mufe, being pofleffed 
“* of the other advantages common 
*« to her fifters, and being warmed 
*“ by the fire of Apollo, is raifed 
* higher than the reft, and fhines 
** with a brighter and more glori- 
‘* ous flame.’? This is the princi- 
pal paflage you wanted to have put 
into fuch plain terms as would throw 
light upon the enquiry ; and I mutt 
own I am furprifed that fo great a 
man as Mr. Dryden could fatisfy 


‘meaning ; 


himfelf, or think to impofe y 
his; readers, by. fuch metapiharses 
nonfenfe ; but thus the jma aq 
tion very often ft:l} continues 44 
addrefled upon this fubject, in pains. 
ed words, without any determinate 
and wherever it js treated 
of, you are generally fet down jyg 
where you was taken UP, without 
having made the leaft advance to. 
wards a knowledge of what wan 
fo little explanation, when fimply 
and unmetaphorically confidered, * 
** By Tatte, the other article of 
your enquiry, is properly to be un. 
derftood that power of the ming 
whofe province is the difcernmen 
and relifh of whatever is elegant, or 
of whatever is beautiful, as beauty o 
as elegance belongs either to parti. 
cular ideas, and to objects confidered 
{ingly, or otherwife to the arrange. 
ment and difpofition of a number of 
them. It is by this ability of the 
mind, therefore, that we are capal le 
of felecting from our ideas called up 
by the invention, thofe which mar 
be combined, fo as to form new ot 


beautiful, or fublime images and 


pictures in the fancy. You ms; 


‘urge, perhaps, that the idea of beau- 


ty is abfolutely undetermined, being 
entirely dependent upon cuftom and 
fafhion. ‘This is true only toa cer- 
tain degree, and the pleafures of 
mental tafte, like thofe of the p2- 
late, have their foundation notwith- 
ftanding, in oyr common feelings 
and perceptions, as they were co0 
ftituted by a law of nature, to make 
certain and determined impreflions; 
but the ftrongeft natural feelings, 
we know, may be oppofed, and!” 
fome meature altered; and thet 
every power implanted in our con 
ftitution, may be improved by cut 
ture, as it may be debafed by the 
abufe or neglect of it, is equal’ 
evident ;_perfectum nihil eft, faith 


Quintilian, nifi ubi Natura = 
vetul ; 
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vetur: nor is this more diftinguith- 
able in any thing, I believe, than 
in Taite, of which, either what Is 
beautiful’ or elegant, or at leaft 
what is fuppofed to be fo in fome 
degree, is always the object; but 
we never heard of the toad or the 
bat being any where admired for 
their refpective beauties, or of the 
goldfinch, on the contrary, being 
any where difliked for its uglinets. 
Without fixing upon particulars, 
there are, doubtlefs, fome forms 
which are naturally conftituted by 
the Creator of the world, to be 
leafing or ditgufting to our fight, 
independent upon the ideas of ad- 
vantage or of danger we receive 
from them ; as there are fome 
founds naturally agreeable or dif- 
agreeable to the ear, and our minds 
were in like manner reciprocally 
adapted to receive delight or uneafi- 
nefs from their pre fence; fome par- 
ticular animals, for inftance,: are 
univerfally confidered as haudfome, 
either in form or cojour, and others 
as univerfally denominated ugly : 
now what is univerfal, could not 
pofhbly have its origin in fafhion or 
caprice: the »moft fceptical perfon 
living muft grant that fome forms 
are univertally allowed at leaft to be 
more handfome than others ; which 
neceflarily umplies the exiitence of 
a natural principle in the mind, as 
a ftandard to which they may be 
reterred, You will excufe me for 
enlarging ypon the obfervation :— 
it beauty of form had been as ne- 
ceflary in the animal world, as a 
fitnefs, fymmetry, or a proportion 
of parts, the inclegant forms of fome 
creatures would not have found a 
place in it. Had none but beauti- 
ful forms been animated, there 
‘ould have been a gap in this part 
at the creation; but beautiful or 
Oherwite, they all ftand in the fame 
Fclation to God; and, doubtlefs, 
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the. fcale of beauty, as well as of 
active excellence in animal life, was 
eliablifhed, and as equally adjufted 
by hi, witdom and goodnefs for the 
perfection of the univerfe. 

“« What is true of the animal 
world in this refpect, might in like 
manner be afhirmed of the inanis 
mated parts of it: the forms in each 
are but infinite, and beauty and 
deformity both in the one and the 
other appear contrafted, if not 
blended together. ‘One end of God 
in this vifible creation, was certainly 
the delight of his creatures, of which 
the meaneft reptile has undoubted] 
its fhare, proportioned to its cor, 
ties of difcernment; and could we 
in this prefent life, as it ts poflible 
we may hereafter, take in the ge- 
neral face of nature at one view, we 
fhould difcern that even the moft 
difcordant parts ot this globe which 
we inhabit, when deparately and un- 
connectedly furveyed, have all of 
them a dire¢t fubordinate relation 
to the beauty, harmony, and _ per- 
fection of the whole; but limited as 
our prejent faculties are, the moft 
contracted view may difcover fuch 
a regulated variety in the conftruc- 
tion of every thing around us, as 
feems evidently defigned to engage 
our attention tor the furtherance of 
our knowledge, whilft it infpires us 
with a portion of pleafure and fatis- 
faction, as an encouragement in the 
purfuit of it, and a reward for its 
attainment: how variety and plea- 


fure are conneéted as caufe and ef- 


feét, mult remain a fecret ; but it 19 
evident, that variety under certain 
re{trictions as the immediate caufe 
of that we call beauty, feems princi- 
pally defigned to lead us on to {ci- 
ence; the thought might be pur- 
fued, but I am writing a letter, not 

a treatife. 
“ It may. however, be farther 
obferved here, that had man been 
G fagied 
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framed without a fenfe of beauty 
ore nce, (terms, which, by the 
ay y do not underftand as fyno- 
fymous), he would have experi- 
enced a want of innocent amufe- 
ments for the neceffary folace of life, 
(exclufive of tts incitement to know- 
hedge), and yet. to have had this 
fenfe or tafte of beauty abfolutely 
unalterable like his fenfe or percep- 
fion of truth, muft, in many in- 
ftances, have conftituted pofitive 
diftrefs, without diftinétion, and with- 
out remedy : it was, therefore, upon 
this account, proper and requrfite 
for man in his prefent ftate, to fu 
rt him under the labours of lite, 
and as 4 balance to their weight and 
preffure, that he fhould have a na- 
tural difcernment of beauty tm- 
planted in him, with a pleafure an- 
nexed to its perception; yet fo 
wifely is it ordered, at the fame 
time, that ufe and habit we find, 
notwithftanding this natural -ap- 
pointment, foon reconcile us to the 
fight of otjects which are entirely 
devoid of beauty, either in their 
form, or colouring, or difpofition— 
reconcile us at leatt fo far, as to pre- 
vent a painful difguft ; nav, fo flex- 
ible is this faculty in the kind deter- 
mination of Providence for our hap- 
inefs, that we at laft give the pre- 
rence even in point of beauty, to 
thofe cuftoms, and are difpofed to 
think thofe objects we are abfolutely 
obliged ¢o be long converfant with, 
the moft agreeable, though they 


were abfolutely difagreeah 

eye at firft ; jaft as the vo ~ 
tinction of our giofs Corporeal tafte 
by the pahite, goes on throy h 
ftate of indifference, to 4 fendnes, 
for thofe particular flavours, which 
were originally difagreeable a 
even naufeous ; but, on the cintrs. 
ry, it 1S worthy of our obfervatior, 
and it demanés our {pecial erati. 
tude, that whatever is once found 
agreeable to our tafte, either of 
food or elegance, never becomes po- 
fitively difagreeable to us afterwanh 
from cuftom, unlefs it be by accidens 
or is owing to fome imprudence of 
abufe. 

*¢ Upon the whole, then, a good 
tafte, in the metaphorical fente, | 
prefume, for I do not pretend here 
to demonftrate, may be {aid to be 
that abrlity of mind, by which we 
are enabled to diftinguitl and to re. 
Irfh whatever is beautiful or excel. 
lent in art or nature, confidered 
fingly : or whatever elegance arifes 
from a juft arrangement of objets, 
which in themfelves are not dif 
agreeable. It procures us a refined 
fperies of fenfual enjoyment in the 
as of the fight and hearing, 
»¥ far above the grofler pleafures of 
the other fenfes ; but our good tafe 
is moft delighted with fuch pi- 
tures as are formed by the ae of 
the poet’s fancy, when they have 
a tendency to gratify our innate love 
of virtue, juftice, and humanity 
together with our love of beauty.” 
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PX PLANATION of the CELESTIAL SIGNS. 


[From M. Le Crerc De Sertcuenes’s Jlluftration of the Religion of 
the Ancient Greeks.) 


«“ ¥N defcribing the courfe of 

the fun, he was reprefent- 
ed as a conqueror famous for his ex- 
ploits, whom the greateft obftacles 
and moft imminent dangers could 
not appal; who engaged every 
enemy, and who was always vic- 
torious. But who were the mon- 
fters that oppofed him in his courfe ? 
how fhall we explain that tribe of 
chimerical beings through whom he 
had to fight his way ? 

“ From aftronomy alone we mutt 
receive our information, The ob- 
jeét of this fcience, which originated 
among nations employed in hufban- 
dry, was, at firft, to direét the la- 
bours of the field. The firft culti- 
vators foon perceived that they need- 
eda guide, and they fought for one 
inthe fky. Thatinnumerable mul- 
titude of ftars with which it is be- 
a gg wey them with a con- 

fed mats: thefe ftars were reduced 
to order; they were diftinguifhed 
from one another and arranged. At 
firft, the celettial canopy was divided 
into a ne parts; thatinthe 
middle called the Zodiac, was con- 
tained in the plane ofthe orbits which 
the fun andthe ftars defcribe. This 
zone was bounded one one fide by two 
great regions, one on the fouth, the 
otheron the north. The ftars were 
next reduced to claffes, and groups 
were compofed, that, under the 
name of Conftellations, received each 
a particular form and denomination. 

hus the firmament was eopled 
with men, with animals, and figures 
of every kind. Thefe figns which 
have becn tranfmitted to us, and 
which feem now fo uncouth, were 


not however the mere creation of 
fancy: they fignified the ftate of the 
earth in the different feafons of the 
year: they connected as it were the 
operations of hufbandry with the 
celeftial phenomena, and ferved at 
once asa rural calendar and an aftro- 
nomical one. It is only by viewing 
them in this light that we can invefti- 
gate their origin; and as foon as 
we have difcovered the people that 
invented them, we fhall have no dif- 
ficulty in underftanding one of the 
principal branches of the ancient 
mythology, and at the fame time in 
fixing the epoch of its inftitution. 

* Perhaps no fubjeét has given 
rife tofo many different conjectures. 
We do not here mean to mention 
that author who conceived the 
twelve figns to reprefent the twelve 
fons of Jacob; nor Olaus Rudbeck, 
who found the firft rudiments of the 
fphere among the Samoyeds and 
Laplanders. They who have attri- 
buted the invention of the celeftial 
figns to the Greeks, have not been 
aware that that people, in fome mea- 
fure moderns in the hiftory of the 
world, were alfo ‘novices in {cience ; 
that though nature endowed them 
with a lively and brilliant imagina» 
tion, yet it is certain that they in- 
vented little, and that their only 
merit is the having tranfmitted to 
future generations the difcoveries 
made long before their times. 
Though this opinion, therefore, is 
embraced by the moft refpe¢table au- 
thorities, thongh it was adopted b 


‘Newton himfelf, we are however ob- 


liged to rejectit. A writer of the 4th 


century, whofe works that remain 
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are full of excellent matter, is the 
firft who elucidated this fubject. It 
is true, indeed, that he confines him- 
felf to a very finall number of ex- 
lanations, and that his ideas ftand 
in need of being illuftrated. This 
the abbé Pluche undertook to do. 
He followed the track that Macro- 
bius had pointed out, and he en- 
deavoured, on the fame principles, 
to explain the.origin of the greater 
art of theconftellations. Not be- 
ung able to adapt them tothe climate 
of Egypt, he concludes that the zo- 
diac had been traced out in the plains 
of Sennaar, where he was determin- 
ed to fix the birth-place of all hu- 
man knowledge. But his fyftem, 
however plaufible it may at firft 
wiew appear, falls of itfelf when ex- 
zunined, and we fhall immediately 
fee how directly oppofite it is to the 
fimpleft notions of aftronomy. 

‘¢ It is proved that the poles, the 
folftitial, and equinoéctial points, 
have avery flow retrograde motion, 
by which they are carried from Eaft 
to Weft. This motion, which a- 
mounts to about fifty feconds in a 
year, is called the preceffion of the 
eguinoxes. Now, as the fixed ftars 
are immoveable,. it follows that they 
always feem more and more to, de- 
part from the points of the ecliptic, 
and, confequently, that the conftel- 
lations, are perpetually changing 
Re: Thus, for example, the fign 
Aries, which: three. hundred and 
eighty-gight years before Chrift was 
an.conjuaction with the Sun at.the 
Fernal equinox, is,now feveral de- 
grees removed from him; and the 
ether figns, as.they preferve the 
fame relative diftances, have necef- 
farily followed the fame revolution. 
Now, what ought we to think of 
the abbé Pluche and: others, who 
have overlooked an obfervation of 
fich importance ?. To avoid talling 
into an error fo grub, people have 


been willing to believe that the t. 
diac ts a late inftitution, Bat if we 
reft fatistied with fuch a conclufion 
we fhall never difcover the country 
in. which the zodiac was inve nted, 
nor be able to give any probable 
explication of the emblems it cop. 
tains : betides, infurmountable dif. 
ficulties remain, after every differ. 
ent climate has been inveftigated jg 
order to fupport the opinion. It 
has been referved for a writer of ous 
own times to banifh all fuch contra. 
dictions, to unite the moft oppofite 
{uppofitions, and to eftablith a the. 
ory at once fimple and inftructive, 
‘“* Amongft the figns of the 2odi- 
ac there are fome that have, as it 
were, a common relation to every 
country of the earth. Such ate thofe 
that reprefent the courte and effect 
of that luminary which fhines upon 
all; and of thefe it is dificult to 
miftake the fignification. Thus, the 
crab (Cancer) and the goat (Capri- 
cornus)that reprefent the boundaries 
of the Sun’s path, have always ferv- 
ed to denote the folitices ; and Ma 
crobius, who has catched the mean- 
ing of thefe two emblems, has only 
been deceived in the application he 
has made of them. In the fame 
manner the balance (Libra) which 
reprefents the equinox, is a very 
natural image of the equality of 
the days and nights. But the other 
figns were peculiar to certain na- 
tions. The ram (Aries) the bud 
(Taurus) which were affociated with 
the labours of rural life, and the 
virgin (Virgo) who heldin her hand 
a ftalk of .corn, are figns evidently 
relative to agriculture, the practhe 
of. which varies in different cous- 
tries, Laftly, fome, asthe Archer 


ese 8 a7. Deinec) th 
(Sagittarius) the fithes ( Pifces) the 


urn (Aquarius) mutt be referred ® 
particular circumftances that alfa J 
sy jn every climate. To dilcoveh 
therefore, the origin of thele ign 
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+ was neceflary to find a country in 
which the different operations of huf- 
bandry and the ftate of the earth 
fiould exactly correfpond with the 
{ymbols reprefenting them ; while, 
atthe fame time, the ftate of the tky 
might be explained im fuch a manner 
as to leave no doubt. In order to ob- 
tain this eflential correfpondence be- 
tween the rural and aftronomical 
figns, it was only neceflary to make a 
Jight alteration in the pofition of the 
{phere. M. Dupuis obferves, that 
the vernal equinox is that which at 
firft would particularly engage the 
attention of mankind; that it was 
repreiented by the expretlive fyin- 
bol of a balance, and that it was 
a long time before this came to fig- 
nity the equality of the day and 
night at the autumnal equinox. 
Then carrying his views back to 
former ages, he gives this fign the 
place that had been originally ai- 
tigned to it, and from which the pre- 
ceflion alone had removed it. He 
gives alfo to the zodiac a retrograde 
motion, without however changing 
the eftablifhed order of the figns ; 
the goat quits the winter folftice ; 
the year begins with the crab; and 
as to the other figns, nothing 1s 
more eafy than to find their appli- 
cation. It is in kgypt alone that 
they can be explained. ‘To be con- 
vmeed of this, it will be futhcient to 
examine them fucceffively in_ the 
feveral ations occupied by each. 

* The point of the Sun’s depar- 
ture had been fixed originally at the 
funmer folftice. When arrived at 
this height, he couid not be more 
aptly compared than to the animal 
thit delights inclimbing the higheft 


tyr? 


untains and = moft precipitous 
roks. The goat was therefore cho- 
len for the emblem, It was repre- 
lented in onjunction witha fifh, be- 

ute at that time the Nile began 
toulue from its bed, The overflow- 


ing of this river was figured b 
Aquarius, or a genius holding aa 
urn; becaufe then Egypt refembled 
a vait fea, in which cities and vil- 
lages, elevated with immenfe la- 
bour, fhewed themfelves like tlands. 
Pifces reprefented the inactive life ot 
the inhabitants, at that time enjoy- 
ing tranquillity within their walls. 
Thus, tn every month of the inun- 
datton, a fymbol was imagined re- 
lative to the phenomenon. The 
three that follow are not lefs figni- 
feant. When the waters retired, 
the earth was {till too moift and too 
fullof mud to receive the umprethon 
of the plough ; but it was foon co- 
vered with grafs, and afforded ex- 
cellent pafture. The flocks were ad- 
mitted to it when the ram appeared, 
The next that tollowed was the bull, 
an emblem of tillage. Searcely had 
the fields received the feed when 
plants {prung forth on every hand. 
Thete new productions appeared in 
the eyes of the hufbandmen like 
young children (Gemini), or like 
kids, that were foon to conftitute his 
wealth. The Sun, after continu- 
ing daily to recede, at laft ceafes to 
fly, and foon begins to return. His 
courfe, like that of the crab, may 
be properly termed retrograde at 
this time, and not as has been faid, 
at the time of the folftice, when, as 
we have already feen, his motion be- 
gan. ‘The fign of the goat is ftill lefs 
applicable to him, when he is at the 
loweft point of his courfe: but Ma- 
crobius judged of the pofition of the 
figns according to that which took 
place at his day : and it is not fur- 
prifing that he fhould have been de- 
ceived by allufions which at firft fight 
fecm exceedingly plaufible. A 
month after the winter folftice, the 
fruitsof theearth arrive at maturity; 
and every thing prefents the image 
of an abundant harv: ft. The lion 
(Leo) was made ufe of to point the 
C 3 yeh 
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yellow colour of the fields, or ra- 
ther vegetation in full vigour. 
Reaping time, which in Egypt hap- 
pens in March was announced 7 a 

oung virgin (Virgo) holding in her 
hand a fheaf of corn. This fign is 
ene of thofe on account of which 
the Egyptians were denied the ho- 
nour of having invented the zodiac. 
The balance is found here, in its 
true place, to indicate the moft bri- 
liant epoch of the year, the feafon 


which ought to bet 

efting to Geary any The oat 
lential difeafes that prevail in ' 
during the month of April di. 
racterized by the fcorpion (Scorpio) 
Laftly, the arrow, with which S. 
gittarus is armed, announced the re. 
turn of the Etefian winds ; perhaps 
alfo, that time of the year in which 
the earth, requiring no labour, men 
might engage themfelves in the chace 


or in military excercifes,” 





ACCOUNT of the POETRY of the CHINESE, 


[From the Second Volume of the Abhé Grosrer’s Genrrat 
Description of Curna.] 


& Frere only on ufeful ftu- 


dies, and fuch as may con- 
duét to fortune, the Chinefe, in ge- 
neral, fet very little value on poet- 
ry. Seldom does the art of making 
verfes engage the attention, or ob- 
tain the rewards of government. 
This ftudy is generally purfued from 
tafte, or to fil up a vacant hour ; 
bur it is never followed as a pro- 
feflion. The Chinefe fay of 2 man 
of letters, that he has the talent of 
making good verfes, almoft in the 
fame manner as if one fhould praife, 
in Europe, a captain of dragoons, 
for being an excell: nt performer on 
the violin. A tafte for poetry is, 
however, pretty general in China ; 
and there are few Chinetfe writers 
who have not devoted fome part of 
their leifure hours to the Mufes. 
The example of the celebrated 
Tfeng-nan-fang, who never wrote 
verfes, is even cited as fomething 
very extraordinary : he iscompared, 
for this reafon, to the flower hai- 


tang, which would be the moft bean. 
tiful and perfeét of flowers, were it 
not deftitute of fmell. 

“ When rules are drawn from 
nature, they are every where almoft 
the fame. The Chinefe art of poet- 
ry differs, therefore, very little trom 
that of Horace and Boileau. We 
may judge of this by the precepts 
laid down in the fragment of a Chie 
nefe book, entitled Ming-tchong. 

* To make a good poem, the fub- 
« jedt muft be interefting, and 
* treated in an attracting manner; 
*¢ genius muft fhine throughout the 
‘© whole, and be fupported by 4 
“ graceful, brilliant, and fublime 
“ diction. The poet ought to tr 
*¢ verfe, with a rapid flight, the e- 
 alted regions of philofophy, dwt 
“ without deviating from the nar¢ 
“« row paths of truth, though its 
“ not neceflary that he fhould en 
 tirely confine himfelf to that dull 
“ round. Good tafte wi ! only pat 


% don fuch digrefhions as bring him 
“ towards 
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« towards his end, and which exhi- 
« bit it to him in a more ftriking 
« point of view. Difappointment 
« muft attend him, if he {peaks 
« without {peaking to the purpofe, 
“ or without dcforibing things with 
« that fire, with that force, and with 
« that energy, which prefent them 
« to the mind as a painting does to 
“ the eyes. Elevation of thought, 
“ continued imagery, foftnefs, and 
harmony, form true poetry. One 
“ mutt begin with grandeur, paint 
“ every thing exprefled, foften the 
* {hades of thofe which are of least 
“ importance, colkeé& all into one 
“ point of view, and carry the read- 
“er thither with a rapid tight, 
« Poetry {peaks the language of the 
+ paflions, of fentiment, agd of rea- 
« fon: but, when it lends its voice 
“to men, it ought to affume the 
tone proper for the age, rank, fex, 
« and prejudices of each.” 

“ The Chinefe verfification has 
its rules; and it is attended with no 
lets dithculties than the French. The 
choice of poetical expreilions is, a- 
above all, very embarraffjng. Chi- 
nefe verfes admit only of the mogt 
energetic, picturefque, and harmo- 
nious moth and they muft be al- 
ways ufed in the fame fenfe in which 
they have been employed by the an- 
cients. In one of the editions of the 
poetical works of the emperor Kang- 
hi, who died in 1722, the edjtors 
have carried their attention fo far, 
as to juttity, by examples drawn from 
the greateft poets, al) the exprefijons 
which that prince made ufe of. 
Such a labour, undoubtedly, indi- 
cates and f{ppofes a chafte and de- 
licate tafte in a nation, Each verfe 
can contain only a certain number ef 
words, all of which muft be ranged 
a vording to the rules of quantity, 
and terminate in a rhyme. The 
umber of verfes which compote a 
Reophe ie not determined ; but they 





ACCOUNT of the POETRY of the CHINESE, [103] 


mut be uniform, and prefent the 
fame diftvibutien of rhymes. The 
{mall number of poetical expreflions 
which are contained ir the Chinefe 
language, has rendered it neceflary 
to extend the poetical licence to @ 
great length in this refpect. The 
Chinefe poets are allowed to employ 
a blank verfe in every four. 

“ As the Chinefe have not 
the fame refources as Europeans, ia 
the attracting fictions of mythology 
they fupply ghe deficiency ocrafion 
by the wage of thofe beauties which 
our poetry derives from this aid, by 
feveral ditfferem metheds. Firft, by 
bold and ingenious metaphors, {vit- 
ed to the {pirit of their language, 
The eagle, for example, is ftyled, 
in their verfes, “ the hoft of the 
*« clouds;”’ the jack-daw, “the bird 
‘* of f{peech ;”’ a mat upon which 
one repofes, “the kingdom of fleep;’’ 
the lainb, **the fucker on its knees;"” 
the head, * che fanétuary of rea- 
* fon ;’’ the ftomach, * the labor 
“* ratory of aliments;”’ the eyes, 
“* the tars of the forchead;’’ the 
ears, “ the princes of hearing ;”’ the 
nofe, “* the moyntain of fources,’’ 
&c. Secondly, they yfe the names 
of fevera} animals jn an allegorical 
fenfe: thus, the dragon, tyger, kite, 
and fwallow, fupply the place of 
Jupiter, Mars, Mercury, and Flora. 

Phirdly, they often borrow beauti- 
ful exprefhions trom their king, 
which they have the art of intro- 
ducing aptly, and with great propri- 
ety. To fignify a hufbagd and wife, 
they make ufe of the word Tong- 
fin (thofe who have only one heart), 
an cxpreflion of the Chi-king. They 
call widows and orphans Tien-kiong, 
the poor of heaven, Foyrthly, they 
axe able alfo to procure great aflift- 
ance from the manners ajd cuftoms 
of high antiquity, of which they 
preferve fentences ; and they fome- 
times jmitate the manners of {peak- 
G4 wig 














; pradtifed’in thofe remote ages. 
The hiftory, the ‘aétions and re- 
ces of their emperors, the max- 
fins of their ancient literati, furnith 
them alfo'with a great number of 
beautiful and agreeable allufions, 
which -have often great force and 
ftrength. For example: a painter, 
of the dynafty of the Tang, when 
he was about to paint an angry ty- 
» never took up his pencil, until 
fre had firft given a fpur to his ima- 
ination, by copious draughts of 
ng liquor: hence Hoa-hou, (to 
paint the tyger) oo at prefent, 
to drink hard. philofopher, to 
avoid the iron hand of perfecution, 
having retired to'a defert, found no- 
thing but a peach-tree and a crvftal 
{pring : hence comes the expreflion, 
s* Tao-yuen, (a peach-tree, and a 
* fpring),” to fignify the folitude 
of the fage. An emperor, obferv- 
ing a hedge of large bamboos, the 
roots of which were furrounded by 
vigorous fhoots, exclaimed,  Be- 
** hold the fymbol of a father happy 
$* in his children!”’ In allufion to 
this expreffion, the poets have fince 
faid ** Tchou-fien, (fhoot of the 
** bamboo),”’ to fignify, a fon wor- 
thy of fucceeding his father. A widow 
whofe memory has been preferved 
by hiftory, cut off her nofe, in order 
that fhe might not be forced to enter 
a fecond time into the married ft :te ; 
and, at prefent, to fay ofa woman, 
that “fhe will not cut off her nofe,’’ 
conveys an inuendo replete with the 
bittereft fatire. Thefe examples 
prove, that genius, imagination, and 
enthufiafm, are not fufficient to form 
a Chinefe poet. To thefe gifts of 
nature, he mult add alfo the riches 
of erudition, which can be acquired 
only by ftudy and application. 
“© The Chi-king is the moft va. 
Juable treafure of the ancient Chi- 


nci¢e poetry, and holds the third rank 


among the canonical books, ‘Th; 
colleétion contains three hundred 
poetical pieces, extracted from r 
much more voluminous work, which 
was preferved in the imperial jj. 
brary ofthe Tcheou. The Chinefe 
are indebted for this work to Con. 
fucius, who reviled and arranged it 
in the year 484 before the Chriftian 
wra. The Chi-king is divided into 
three parts; the firft, entitled Koue: 
fong, (the manners of kingdoms), 
contains poems and fongs, which 
were current among the people, and 
which the emperors, when they 
made a tour through the empire, 
ordered to be collected, that they 
might thence he enabled to judge of 
the ftate of public manners. The 
fecond, called Ya, (excellence) is 
divided into ta-ya and fiao-ya, (great 
and little excellence); thefe two 
feétions contain odes, fongs, hymns, 
elegies, fatires, epithalamia, &c, 
The third part, named Song 
(praifes), contaias hymns and verfes, 
which were fung at facrifices, and 
in ceremonies practifed in honour 
of anceftors. All the literati agree 
that feveral of thefe poetical pieces 
bear evident marks of being written 
in the time of Ouen-ouang, and 
of Vou-ouan:, his fon, that is to 
fay, that they are as old as the end 
ct the twelfth century before our 
ara; the reft appeared under the 
different reigns of the following em- 
perors, till Confucius. The prailes 
of the Chinefe can never be ex- 
haufted when they fpeak of the fub- 
limity, foftnefs, fimplicity, and an- 
cient tafte of thefe pieces; they 
confefs that all the fucceeding ages 
have not been gble to produce any 
thing which can be putin compett- 
tion with them; “ The fix virtues, 
fay they, “are like the foul of the 
 Chi-king ; no age has been abie 
‘‘ to wither the brilliant flowers 
+ with 















« with which they are there crown- 
« ed; and no age will produce any 
« fo beautiful.” 

« To give a wg wee of the 

inefe ‘, we fhal] here tran- 
Goad Gane pieces of the Chi-king, 
franflated by a miffionary refident 
at Peking, who died feveral years 


ago. 
CHINESE ODE. 
nt aa 


TH what delight does the 
eye wander over the furrounding 
landfeape! A river gently glides 
along through the plain which it 
embellifhes with the long canal 
formed by its waters. On the fouth 
mountains majeftically rife, in the 
form of an amphitheatre, while on 
the oppofite banks reeds and pines, 
covered with a never-fading ver- 
dure, invite the frefh breath of the 
cooling zephyrs. Delightful a- 
bodes! thofe who inhabit you live 
like brothers. Never is the voice 
of difcord heard among you. What 
glory fhall be yours! ‘The prince, 
whofe inheritance you are, hath 
chofen you for his refidence. A\l- 
ready is the plan of his palace form- 
ed, proud walls arife, and grand 
plazzas are building on the eaft and 
weft, Haften to come, O | great 
prince! haften tocome ; fports and 
pleafures await thy arrival. The 
jolid foundations, which are now 
laying with redoubled ftrokes of 
the hammer, difplay thy wifdom. 
Neither rains nor ftorms fhall ever 
prevail againft them. Never fhall 
the infect, which creeps or walks, 
penetrate thy habitation. The 
guard who watches, is fometimes 
lurprifed ; the moft rapid dart may 
err; the frightened pigeon forgets 
the ufe of its wings ; and the phea- 
fant, with difficulty, flies before 
the eagle; but before. thee, every 
obftacle difappears and vanithes. 
With what majeftic grandeur dog 
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thefe colonnades rear their fronts ! 
How immenfe are thofe halls! Lof- 
ty columns fupport the ceiling, the 
brightnefs of the day illuminates 
them, and penetrates them on all 
fides. It is here that my prince re- 
pofes; it is here that he fleeps, up- 
on long mats, woven. with 

art. I have dreamed, faid he, 
when he,awoke, of what I have 
feen, 3S the myfterious Jmean- 
ing. Thy dream, O prince, an- 
nounces nothing but happinefs. 
You beheld bears and dragons ; 
bears indicate the birth of an heir, 
and dragons that of a princefs. My 
prediction is accomplifhed. The 
much-wifhed for heir is born. Laid 
in his cradle, he {ports with a fe 
tre. All the magnificence that fur- 
rounds him cannot foften his con- 
ftraint. He fends forth cries, but 
they are the cries of a hero. Be 
comforted, O illuftrious child! the 
purple in which thou art clothed 
tells thee, that thou art born for the 
throne, and for our happinefs, I 
behold, alfo, a princefs wrapped u 
in humble fwaddling cloaths. A 
brick, the fymbol of her fex, lies by 
her fide. May fhe be exempt from 
vice, if the be deftirute of virtue ! 
Her deftiny calls her to the tor- 
menting cares of a family, but they 
may conduct her to glory. May 
her auguft parents fee her attain to 
it. May fhe enjoy all thofe rewards 
which her merits deferve. 


“ The tender and affecting fenfi- 
bility which reigns yr 08 the 
following piece, eafily difcovers it 
to be of the plaintive and elegiac 
kind. 


THE COMPLAINT OF A LAWFUL 
SPOUSE REPUDIATED. 


« LIKE two clouds united in 
the upper regions of the air, which 


the moft furious ftorms cannot fe- 
parate, 



































we were bound to each other 
the eternal ties of Hymen Hous 
hearts, ever after, ought to have 
formed only * The fmalleft di- 
vifion, occafioned by paflion or dif- 
gat would have been a crime; yet, 
, him who tears up the grafs and 
leaves the roots, thou haft banifhed 
me from thy home, as if, unfaithful 
to my glory and to my virtue, I 
were no longer worthy of being thy 
{poufe, and could ceafe to be fo! 
Behold, O Heaven, and judge! ae 
heart fondly turns to the abode 
have left. Ungrateful man! he 
accompanied me only a few fteps ; 
he turned from me at his gate; he 
found pleafure in quitting me. He 
adores, then, the new object of his 
adulterous paflion ; they are alrea- 
dy like a brother and fifter, who 
have not feen one another from in- 
fancy. Begone! thy infidelity will 
corrupt thy new wedlock, and em- 
bitrer all its fweets. O, heavens! 
he celebrates his new nuptials with 
joy! I am become vile in his fight ; 
he defires my prefence no longer ; 
and I—I defire his repentance no 
more. What pains did ! not en- 
dure while tofled with him on the 
rapid ftream of life! To what la- 
bours did I not devote myfelf for 
the interefts of his houfe! I facri- 
ficed myfelf to render him happy. 
It was I who attracted all thofe 
friends whofe hearts were warmed 
with affection towards him ; yet he 
cannot love me! he even hates, de- 
fpifes, and forgets me. My fortune, 
only, engaged his love, and my 
charms faded when I had rendered 
him happy. What endearments and 
felicity did I not prepare for our old 
age! But another will folace thee 
for their lofs, while I am languith- 
ing midft ignominy and crief. Alas! 
how dreadtul were thy leoks! they 
breathed nothing but hatred and 
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so Mee a 


is even off 


: at 
affection, and blushes at my kind. 


The following Ode on rrares 
LovE, is a of the er stg 
ed poetical Pieces in China: 
“ NO tree can be com 

the Tchang-ti, which the ring 
crowns with a thoufand flowers ; no 
man be compared to a brother, A 
brother laments a brother with yn. 
feigned tears. Were his body fuf. 
pended over an abyfs from the point 
of a rock; were it funk in the peti. 
lential waves of the deepeft gulf, 
he would procure it a tomb. The 
folitary turtle fighs midift the filence 
of the grove ; but I, in my affliction, 
have a brother who fhares my bur. 
den. The tendereft friend feeks only 
toallay my grief; my brother feels 
it, he confiders it as his own. Paf. 
fion may fteal into our habitation, 
and with her envenomed breath dif. 
turb our repofe ; but when danger 
approaches, my brother proteéts me 
with his body, and he becomes my 
fhield. What joy does it give him 
to fee me delivered! What = 
fure to behold mehappy ! Men 
their felicity with relations; the 
fociety of a brother augments it, 
The moft agreeable entertainments 
are thofe where I behold mine ; the 
moft delicious banquet ts that, where 
he is feated by my fide. My foul 
expands in his prefence ; I pour tt 
without referve into his 

Fraternal affection has all the ten- 

dernefs of love. An amiable fpoule 

may intoxicate with the ‘endear- 
ments of wedlock ; a virtuous pro- 
geny may add to our joys, but 
we wifh to fecure felicity, let it be 
cemented by fraternal affection. 
The kin and the cue, in a coneett, 


give fiuupport, and add to the harme- 
ny 
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voices. ©, fraternal af- 

Aol nappy arethe farnilies where 
thou ; ‘) Thy charms. invite 
thither every virtue, and banifh 
« The Chinefe poets are no 
to the charms of philofo- 

phy; they can even diffufe its beau- 
ties throughout their fmalleft pieces. 
The following exhibits a picture of 
the contentment and calm indiffer- 
ence of a Chinefe fage 1n his retire- 


ment. 

“ My palace is a fmal] chamber, 
three times my length. Magnifi- 
cence never yet found entrance there, 
but neatnefs is my conftant compa- 
nion. A mat is my bed, a piece of 
cotton cloth, doubled, is my cover- 
ing. Thefe afford me a feat in the 
day, and on thefe do I repofe dur- 
ing night. On the one fide, ftancs 
my lamp ; on the other, a vafe fill- 
ed with {weet odour. No noife af- 
fails my ears but the finging of birds, 
the whiftling of the winds, and the 
murmuring of a fountain. My win- 
dow can fhut, and my window can 
be opened, but only for the wife ; 
the wicked never dare approach it. 
I neither fhave my head, like a 
bonze, nor do I faft like a tao-ffte. 
Truth hath fixed her abode in my 
heart, and innocence guides my ac- 
tions. Without mafter, and with- 
out difciples, I indulge in no empty 
dreams, nor do I pafs my life in 
writing words, much lefs in whet- 
ting the pointed fhafts of fatire, or 
painting praifes. Ambitious views 
never enter my mind, nor do vaft 
projects employ my thoughts ; glory 
moves me as little as riches, and 
pleafure in vain to me difplays her 
chasms. Solitude and resale are 
my only defire. Tranquillity beams 
upon me from all fides; confufiou 
and tumult fly far from me. When 
I contemplate the heavens, my cou- 
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rage revives; when I furvey the 
earth, I am comforted. I live in 
= seme as if abfent fiom it. 

y brings on a day, and fol- 
lows year ; the tat il conduet me 
into “fy and I fhall have lived for 
myfelf,”’ 

“ The Chinefe are ainted 
with moft of thofe kinds of -postty 
which are in ufe among us. They 
have ftanzas, odes, elegies, idylds, 


eclogues, epigrams, fatires, and 

bouts rimés. ‘The common % 
alfo, have ballads and fo iar 
to themfelves. Some of the moft 


diftinguithed of the literati have 
even thought it ef importance to 
turn into verfe for them the moft 
celebrated maxims of morality, the 
duties of the different conditi 
and the rules of civility. + If 
“* grain,’’ fay they, * — only 
“ ftraw, it will benefit the ground 
+6 Vv ; 
. 2B enting the growth of 
** Seldom is the Chinefe 
oe by obfcenity. It m 
at leaft, be decently concealed, and 
a only by the aid of all 
+. yeten Bx br niceties, pocaiior 
to the language. For example: 
there are certain pieces where the 
characters prefent one fenfe, and 
their found, taken feparately an- 
other ; in others, fome es of 
the characters muft be retrenched, 
before the fenfe of the author can 
be difcovered ; in others, they muft 
be read backwards. But whatever 
addrefs or fubterfuges a —— 
Petronius ‘may employ, he 
dear for them if his weeks fall ‘ate 
the hands of government. Some 
years ago, a prince, uncle to the 
prefent emperor, took the liberty 
of writing fome verfes, rather too 
free, upon a fan belonging to one 
of his concubines, which the latter 
had the imprudence to lend to one 
of her female friends. The fan 
was 





was carried to the emperor ;.-he 
faw the verfes, and he ordered that 
they fhould be read pubbely be- 
fore all the princes of the blood, 
every timethey were aflembled in the 
palace, and that they fhould be in- 
they were the production of 
his uncle; nor did the emperor, till 
after a multiplicity of readings, 
free the prince from the fhame oc- 
cafioned by this humiliating letlon. 
* Itisinconfequence of that rigid 
and fevere attention which watches 
over every thing in the leaft tend- 
ing to corrupt public manners, that 
all romances, without exception, are 
expreisly prohibited by the laws. 
* The fame emperor, on the 
throne at prefent, difcredited three, 


which were reckoned matter-pieces 
gn their kind; the firft, becaufe it 
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greatly tended to leffen the natural 
abhorrence which people have of 
murder, was ftigmatized by; the 
character «Ac, which fignifies knif 

or dagger ; the fecond, which o 
romance, filled with devils and for. 
cerers, Was marked with the cha. 
racter sit, falle, or lyar; and the 
third, with the charaétey IN, filthy 
or obfcene, becauie it contains A 
morous adventures and licentious 
intrigues. The police, however 
lefs fevere than the laws, permits 
fuch novels and romances as have 
an ufetul tendency; or in which po. 
thing 3s found prejudicial to morali. 
ty. Every.author who writes 3. 
gaintt government, is punithed with 
death, as well as all thofe who have 
had any hand in the printing or gif. 
tribution of his works.” 





OBSERVATIONS on the chief Objects of CRITICISM in 
SHAKESPEAREs 
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[From Mr. RICHARDSON’s Effays on Suakesreane’s Dramatit 
Character of Sir Joun Farstarr, &c.] 


es O tical writer among 

the moderns has afforded 
more‘employment to critics and com- 
mentators than Shakefpeare. As he 
wrote while the manners, no lefs 
than the language, ef his country- 
men, were very different from what 
they are at prefent ; and as he is 
#weported to have been very carelefs 
about the fate of his performances 
after they were given to the public, 
he is become in many inftances dif- 
ficult, and almoft unintelligible. 
Hence feveral learned and difcerning 
editors have rendered cffential fer- 
vice to the literature of their coun- 
trv, by explaining his obfolete 
phrafes, by trecing histext from fpu- 


rious paflages, and by elucidating 
his frequent allufions to obfcure or 
antiquated cuftoms. Labours of 
this fort are fo much the more value 
ble, as Shakefpeare is juftly account- 
ed the great poet of human nature. 
Even to moralifts and ay. gt 
his difplay and illuftration o paf- 
fions and manners, may afford not 
only amufement, but inftruction. | 
«© The operations of the mind, 
as has been well obferved by an ano- 
nymous writer in his remarks on 
fome of the preceding eflays, “ are 
“ more complex than thote of the 
“© body ; its motions are progref- 
‘“ five: its tranfitions ebevet and 
‘* jnftantancous; its attitudes ui 
certaig 















w certain and momentary. The paf- 
« fons purfue their courfe with ce- 
« Jerity ;_ their direction may be 
«changed, or their’ impetuofity 
« modified by a number of caufes 
« which are far from béing obvions, 
# and which frequently efcape our 
« dbfervation. | It would therefore 
« be of great importance to philo- 
“ fophical fcrutiny, if the pofition 
« of the mind, in arty given ecir- 
« cumftances, could’ be fixed till it 
« ‘was deliberatelv furveved ; if the 
« caufes which alter its feelings and 
# alterations could be accurately 
« fhewn, and their effeéts afcertained 
« with precifion.”” To accompltfh 
thefe ends, the dramatic writers, and 

articularly Shakefpeare, may be 
of the createft ufe. An attempt has 
accordingly been made in the preced- 
ing difcourfes, to employ the light 
which he affords us in illuftrating 
fome curious and interefting VIEWS 
of hiyman nature. 

“ In Macbeth, mifled by an over- 
grown and gradually perverted paf 
fion, “ wetrace the progrefs of that 
“ corruption, by which the virtues 
“ of the mind are made to contri- 
« bute to the completion of its de- 
“ pravity.”” In Hamlet we have a 
fiiking reprefentation of the pain, 
of the dejection, and contention of 
fpirit, produced in a perfon, not on- 
ly ofexquifite, but of moral and cor- 
rect fexibility, by the conviction of 
extreme enormity of conduct tn 
thofe whom he loves, or wifhes to 
love and efteem. We obferve in 
Jacques, how 

® Goodnefs wonnds itfelf, 
“ And {weet affection proves the {pring Bf 
woe, 
We fee in Imogen, that per- 
fons of real mildnefs and gentle- 
nefs of difpofition, fearing or fuf- 
fering evil, by the ingratitude or 
‘tmeonftancy of thofe on whofe af- 
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fections they had reafon to depend, 
are more folicitous than jealous; ex- 
prefs regret rather than refentment; 
and are more apt to be overwhelm- 
ed with forrow than inflamed with 
revenge. Incontemplating the cha- 
raéter of Richard the Third, we fey 
and are enabled to explain, the ef- 
fect ee upon the mind bythe 
difplay of great intellectual or) 
emplayed for inhuman and i- 
ous purpofes. We are led, on the 
other hand, by an obvious cormnec- 
tion, to obferve, in the charaéter of 
Falitaff, the effeét produced on the 
mind by the difplay of confiderable 
ability, direéted by fenfual appetites 
and mean defires. King Lear iflu- 
ftrates, that mere fenfibility, unin- 
fenced by a fenfe of propriety, 
leads men to an extravagahg expref- 
non both of focia! and unfocial feel- 
ines ; renders them capricioufly in- 
‘conftant in their affections; variable, 
and otf courfe wrefolute, in their 
conduct. In ‘Timon of Athens, we 
have an excellent illuftration of felf- 
dcceit,' difplayed in the confequences 
of that inconfiderate profufion which 
afliumes the appearance of liberality, 
and'is fuppoted, even by the incon- 
fiderate perfon himfelf, to proceed 
trom a generous principle; but 
which, in reality, has its chief origin 
in the love of diftination. 

-* But while Shakefpeare fyr- 
nifles excellent’ illuftyations of ma- 
ny paflions and affections, and of 
many fingular combinations of paf- 
fion, affectation, and ability, in va- 
rious characters, we pereeive, inthe 
“juftnefs of his imitation, the felicity 
of his invention. While he “holds 
“¢ upa mirror,” in which we reco,’- 
nize the features and complc@tions of 
many powers and principles in the 
human mind, we n.uft admire ¢hia: 
fine polith by which they are rece ry - 
ed and reSected. He may be ire- 
Do 383 pulac 
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wwe er ftruéture of his fable, 
in his geographical or hif- 
torical knowledge, and too clofe an 
imitator of nature in his mixture of 
ferious and ludicrous incidents ; for 
thele are his principal errors : but 
in the faithful difplay of character, 
he has not hitherto been f 

Nor can the careleffuefs imputed to 
him in-fome other refpects, be 
charged upon him, w!thout injuftice, 
in his its of human life. 

“ The true method of eftimating 
his merit in this particular, is by 
fuch an examination as in the pre- 
ceding difcourfes has been fuggefted, 
and in fome meafure attempted. 
General remarks are often vague ; 
and, to perfons of difcernment, af- 
ford {mall fatisiaction. But if we 
confider the fentiments and actions, 
attributed by the poet to his various 
charaéters, as fo many facts ; if we 
obferve their agreement or difagree- 
ment, their aim, or their origin; 
and if we clafs them according to 
their common qualities, or connect 
them by their original principles, we 
fall afcertain, with fome accuracy, 
the truth of the reprefentation. 
For, without having our judgments 
founded in this manner, they are 
Fiable to change, error, and incon- 
fiftency. Thus the moralift becomes 
a critic: and the two {fciences of 
ethics and criticifm appear to be in- 
timately and very naturally connett- 
ed, In truth, no one who is unag- 
quainted with the human mind, or 
entertains improper notions of hu- 
man conduét, can difcern excellence 
in the higher {pecies of poetical com- 
pofition. 

“ It may be faid however, in a 
fuperficial or carelefS manner, “ that 
“ in matters of this kind, laborious 
“* difquifition is unneceflary: and 
“ that we can perceive or feel at 
* once, whether delineations of 
“ chara¢ter be well or ill executed” 


[110] On the Chief OBJECTS of CRITICISM in Suaxtspesae, 


Perfons, indeed, of fuc 
and intuitive tafte, A. awe 
dition. ‘ Confcious of their high iL 
— they will fcorn é 
and reject enquiry. Yet 
thofe who find smufment inh 
writing, cannot boaft of fuch eXQuis 
fite and peculiar endowments. As 
need fome inftruction before they can 
determine concerning the merit of 
thofe delineations that imitate exter. 
nal objects ; fo they need no incon. 
fiderable inftruétion before they will 
truft to their own impreffions cop. 
cerning the difplay of the human 
mind. Now, if criticifm be ufeful 
in forming, or in rectifying our tafte 
for what is excellent in language, 
imagery, and arrangement of parts, 
it is furely no lef ufeful in regulat. 
ing ottr judyment concerning the 
imitation of human powers and pro- 
penfities. Or is it an eafier matter 
to determine whether an affeétion 
of the mind be called forth on a fit 
occafion, exprefled with no unfuit- 
able ardor, aud combined with pro- 
per adjuncts, than to judge com 
cerning the aptnefs of a comparifon, 
or the fymmetry of a fentence? Yet, 
in the prefent ftate of literary im 
provement, none, without being 
confcious of having cultivated their 
powers of tafte, will decide with af- 
furance concerning the beauties ¢i- 
ther of imagery or of language, 
and none, whofe range of obferva- 
tion has been extenfive, will pro- 
nounce the knowledge of human na- 
ture, of the paffions and feelings of 
the heart, a matter of much eafer 
attainment. If the difplay of cha- 
raéter require the higheft exer 
tion of poetical talents, that fpe- 
cies of criticifm which leads us 
judge concerning the poet’s cor 
in fo arduous an enterprize, 1s not 
inferior, or unimportant. — 

“© Add to this, that the differencet 
of opinion concerning of 


Shakefpeare’s 
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’s moft diftinguifhed 
an whic the author of thefe 
inwperfect eflays has had occafion to 
remark, fince they were firft offered 
to anindulgent public, are futhcient 
tofatisfy him, that fuch difguifitions 
may not only be amufing, but have 
a direét tendency to eftablifh, on a 
(lid foundation, the principles of 
found criticifm. Any thing er 
on this fubject would be fupertluous. 
Thaée who have a true relith for ge- 


nuine and agreeable imitations of 
human nature, and whofe j 
are not mifled by prejudice, even 
though they fhould receive immedi- 
ate enjoyment from the delineations 
contemplate, and be inftantane- 
oufly inclined to pronounce thena 
juft; will receive additional fatis- 
faction, if, by the difpaffionate a- 
ward of fedids their feelings are 


juftified, and their pre ons 
confirmed,”’ 
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Dr. Herscue1’s OBSERVATIONS on the GEORGIAN 
PLANET, and its SATELLITES, 


. 


{Extraéted from the Seventy-eight Volume of the Putrosopureag 


TRANSACTIONS.] 


*¢ WN a paper, containing an ac- 

if count of the difcovery of two 
fatellites revolving round the Geor- 
gian planet, I have given the peri- 
odical times of thefe fatellites in a 
general way, and added, that their 
orbits made a confiderable angle 
with the ecliptic. It is hardly ne- 
ceffary to mention, that it requires 
a much longer feries of obfervations, 
to fettle the mean motions of fecon- 
dary planets with accuracy, than I 
can hitherto have had an opportu- 
nity of making ; but fince it will be 
fome fatisfaction. to aftronomers to 
be acquainted with feveral of the 
moft interefting particulars, as far 
as they can as yet be afcertained, I 
fhall communicate the refult of my 
paft obfervations ; and believe that, 
confidering the dithculty of meafur- 
ing objects which require the ut- 
moft attention even to be at all per- 
ceived, the elements here delivered, 
will be found to be full as accurate 
as we can at this time expect to have 
them fettled. 

‘ The moft convenient way of 
determining the revolution of a fa- 
tellite round its primary planet, 
which is that of obferving its e- 
clipfes, cannot now be ufed with 
the Georgian fatellites, as will be 
fhewn when I come to give the pofi- 
on of their orbits; and as to tak- 





ing their fituations in many fuccef- 
five oppofitions of the planet, which 
is likewife another very eligible me. 
thod, that muft of courfe remain 
to be done at proper opportunities, 
The only way then left, was to take 
the fituations of thefe fatellites, in 
any place where I could afcertain 
them with any degree of precifion, 
and to reduce them afterwards by 
computation to fuch other fituations 
as were required for my purpofe. 

“In January, February, and 
March, 1787, the pofitions were 
determined by caufing the planet 
to pafs along a wire, and cAimat- 
ing the angle a fatellite made 
with this wire, by a high magnify- 
ing power; but then I could only 
ufe fuch of thefe fituations where 
the fatellite happened to be either 
direétly in the parallel of declina- 
tion, or in the meridian of the pla- 
net; or where, at leaft, it did nof 
deviate above a few degrees from 
either of them; as it would not 
have been fafe to truft to more di- 
ftant eftimations. In Oétober I had 
improved my apparatus fo far as to 
meafure the pofitions by the fame 
angular micrometer with which I 
have formerly determined the rela- 
tive pofitions of double ftars. 

« In computing the periods © 
the fatellites, 1 have contentec Oe 
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with fynodical appearances, as 
es pofition of their orbits, at thie 
time when the fituatiohs were taken 
from which thefe periods are de- 
duced, was not futticiently known 
to attempt a very accurate fidereal 
calculation. By fix combinations of 

‘tions at a diftance of >, & and 
- months oftime, it appears that the 
firft fatellite performs a fynodical 
revolution round its primary planet 
in § days 17 hours 1 minute and 
1ry3 feconds, The period of the 
fecond fatellite, deduced likewife 
from four fuch combinations, at the 
fame diftance of time, is 13 days 
1) hours 5 minutes and 1,¢ feconds. 
The combinations of wliich the a- 
bove quantities are a mean, do not 
differ much among themfelves ; it 
may therefore be expected that thefe 

riods will come vety near the 
ruth; and, indeed, I have for 
many months paft been ufed to cal- 
culate the places of the fatellites by 
them, re? have hitherto always 
found them in th fituations where 
thefe computations gave me reafon 
to expect to fee them. 

“ The epocha, from which aftro- 
nomers may calculate the pofitions 
of thefe fatellites, are O&ober 19, 
1787 ; for the firft 19 he. 11’ 28”; 
and for the fecond 17 he 22’ 4c”, 
There were at thofe times 76° 4 3’ 
north following the planet ; which, 
as will be fhewn in the fequel, is 
the place of the greateft elongation 
of the fecond fatellite ; where, con- 
fequently, its teal angular fituation 
is the de as the apparent one. 
And I have brought the firft fatel- 
lite tothe fame place, as hitherto 
there has not been time to diicrimi- 
hate the fituation of its orbit from 
that of the fecond. 

“ The next thing to be defer- 
mined in the elements of thefe fa- 


ie: is their diftance from the 
1782, 
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planet; and as» we know that, 
when the periodical times are given, 
it is fufficient to have the diftarice of 
one fatellite, in order to find that 
of ariy other, 1 confined my atten- 
tion to the difcovery of the diftance 
of the fecond. As foon as I at- 
tempted meafures, it appeared, that 
the orbit of this fatellite was feem- 
ingly elliptical ; it became therefore 
neceflary, in. order totafcertain its 
greateft elongation, to repeat thefe 
meafures in all convenient fitua- 
tions ; the refult of which was, that 
on the 18th of March, at 8h. 2’ 
so”, I found the fatellite at the 
diftance of 46,46; this being the 
largeft of all the meafures I have 
had an opportutiity of taking. 
Hence, by computation, it appears, 
that the fatellite’s greateft vifible 
elongation from its planet, at the 
mean diftance of the Georgian 
fidus from the earth, will be 
44,2 36 

«¢ Tt ought to be mentioned, that 
in the reduction of this meafure, I 
have ufed Meyer’s tables for the 
fun, and the tables publithed in the 
Connoiffance des Temps of the year 
1787, reduced to the time of Green- 
wich, for the Georgian planet. 

“ Very poflibly this diftance 
might not be taken exaétly at the 
time when the fatellite happened to 
be at the vertex of the tranfverfe 
axis of its apparently elliptical or- 
bit; but, from other meafufements, 
we have reafon to conclude, that it 
could not be far from that point. 
For inftance, the gth of November, 
at 15 h. 56’ 5”, by a mean of four 
g meafures, the fatellite was 
44,89 from the planet ; which, by 
calculation, reduced to the fame 
diftance of the Georgian fidus from 
the earth as the former, gives 
41,33. And likewife, the 19th of 
March, at 7 h. 45’ 59”, thediftance 
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meafured 44%,24; whieh, com- 
puted as before, gives 42,15. Now, 
we find, when the places are calcu- 
jated in which the fatellite happen- 
edtobe at the times when thefe two 
meafures were taken, that they fall 
on different fides of the former mea- 
fure, and alfo on oppofite parts of 
the fatellite’s orbit; but that ne- 
verthelefs they agree fufficientl 
well with the pofition of the trani- 
verfe axis which we have adopted 
in the fequel. 

‘* Admitting, therefore, at pre- 
fent, that the fatellite moves in a 
circular orbit about its planet, we 
cannot be much out /in taking the 
calculated quantity of 44°,23 for 
the true meafure of its diftance. 
And, having afcertained this point, 
we calculate, by the law of Kep- 
Jer, and the afligned period of the 
firft fatellite, that its diftance from 
the planet muft be 33’’,09. I ought 
however to remark, that, in this 
computation, a true fidereal period 
fhould have been ufed ; but, as that 
cannot as yet he had, the mys | 
inaccuracy thence arifing may well 
be excufed, till, at fome future op- 
portunity, we may be permitted to 
repeat thefe calculations in a more 
rigorous manner.”’ 

‘¢ Jt remains now only, in order 
to complete our general idea of the 
Georgian planet, to inveftigate the 
fituiation of the orbits of its fatel- 
lites. Ihave before remarked, that 
when I came to examine the diftance 
of the fecond, I perceived immedi- 
ately that its orbit appeared confi- 
derably elliptical. This induced me 
to attempt as many meafures as apa 
fible, that I might be enabled to 
cdine at the proportion of the axes 
of the apparent ellipfis ; and thence 
argue its fituation. But here I met 
with difficulties that were indeed 
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almoft infurmountable, 

common faintnefs ef the Hag 
the fmallnefs of the angles to be 
meafured with micrometers which 
required light enough to fee the 
wires; the unwieldly fize of the 
inftrument, which, ‘thou very 
manageable, ftill demanded affiftant 
hands for its movements, and con- 
fequently took away a great thare 
of my own direéting power, a thin 
fo neceffary in delicate obfervations - 
the high magnifiers I was obliged 
to ule by way of rendering the 
fpaces and angles to be meafured 
more confpicnous ; in fhort, ev 
circumftance feemed to confpire to 
make the cafe a defperate one. Add 
to this, that no meafure could pof. 
fibly fucceed which had not the mot 
beautiful fky in its favour; and we 
may eafily judge how fearce the op. 
portunities of taking fuch meafures 
muft be in the variable climate of 
this ifland. As far then as a {mal 
number of feleé& meafures will per- 
mit, which, out of about twenty- 
one that were taken, amounts only 
to five, I fhall enter into our pre- 
fent fubjeét of the pofition of the 
fecond fatellite’s orbit. 

“ The following table contains 
in the firft column the correét mean 
time when the meafures were taken, 
The fegond gives the quantity of 
thefe meafures. In the third co- 
lumn are the fame meafures reduced 
to the mean diftance of the Georgian 
planet from the earth. The foury) 
contains the calculated Lynry 
the fatellite as it would have ap 


peared to be fituated if it had moved 
in a circular orbit at reétangles to 
the vifual ray ; and the degrees are 
numbered from the firft obfervation 
fuppofed to have been at Zero, 
are’ carried round the. circle from 
right to left. 
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« The light of the fatellites of 
the Georgian planet is, as we ma 
well expect, on account of their 

eat diftance, uncommonly faint, 
The fecond is the brighteft of the 
two, but the difference is not confi- 
derable; befides, we muft allow 
for the effect of the light of the 
planet, which is pretty {trong within 
the {mall diftances at which they are 
revolving. I have feen fmall fixed 
ftars, as near the planets as the fa- 
tellites, and with no ry light, 
which, on removal of the planet, 
fhone with a confiderable luftre, 
fuch as I had by no means expected 
of them. A fatellite of Jupiter, 
removed to the diftance of the Geor- 
gian planet, would fhine with lefs 
than the 180th part of its prefent 
light; and may we not conclude, 
that our new fatellites would be of 
a very confiderable brightnefs, if 
they were brought fo near as‘ the 
orbit of Jupiter, and thus appeared 
180 times brighter than at prefent ? 
Nay, this is only when we take both 
the planets at their mean diftance ; 
for, in their oppofitions, a fatellite 
brought from the fuperior planet 
to the orbit of the inferior one, 
would reflect nearly 250 times the 
former light ; from all which it is 
evident, that the Georgian fatel- 
lites muft be of a confiderable mag- 
nitwde. 

“ If we draw together the refults 
of the foregoing calculations into a 
fall compafs, they will ftand as 
follows : 


«* The firft fatellite revolves round 





the Georgian planet in 8 days 17 
hours 1 minute and 19 feconds, 

“* Its diftance is 33”. | 

“ And on the igth of ts 
1787, at 19 h. 11’ 28%, its pofitio 
was 76° 43’ north following the pla- 
net 


“ The fecond fatellite revolves 
round its primary planet in 13 days 
11 hours 5 minutes and 1,5 fe- 
conds, 

“ Its greateff diftance is 44”,23. 

« And on the 19th of Odoher, 
1787, its pofition at 17 h. 22/40”, 
was 76° 43” north following the pla- 
net. 

“* Laft vear its leaft diftance was 
34°43¢3 but the orbit is fo inclined, 
that this meafure will change very 
confiderably in a few yeats, and b 
that alteration we fhall know which 
of the double quantities put down 
for the inclination and node of its 
orbit are to be ufed. 

“* The orbit of the fecond fa- 
tellite is inclined to the ecliptic 
99° 43° 5393. 

81 6 454 

“ Its aicending node is in 

18 degrees of Virgo t 

6 degrees of Sagittarius 

** When the planet paffes the 
meridian, being in the node of this 
fatellite, the northern of this 
orbit will be turned towards the 

Eaft 

Weft 5° 

«“ The fituation of the orbit of 
the firft fatellite does not fem to 
differ materially from that of the 


fecond. 
Hz “ We 

















“ We thal! have eclipfs of thefe 
fatellites about the year ; 1799 , 


when they will appesr to afcend 
throu e fhadow of the planet 
almoft in the perpendicular direc- 
tion to the — 

“ The fatellites of the Georgian 
planet are probably not lJefs than 
thofe of Jupiter. 

«* The diameter of the riew pla- 
‘net is 34217 miles. 

“ The fame diameter feen froin 
the earth, at its mean diftance, 1s 
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« From thie fim, at the mean 
diftance of the earth, 1 14” sexe 

** Compared to that of the earth 
aS 4,21709 ton, 

** This planet in bulk is 80,4926 
times as large as the earth. ; 

** Its denfity as ,220401 to 4, 

© Its quantity of matter 
1>,740682 to. 

** And heavy bodies fall on its 
furface 18 feet 8 inches in one &. 
cond of time,” 
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a“ R. Franklin, in various 

parts of the firft valume of 
his Experiments and Obfervations, 
afferts, that the natural quantity of 
eleétric fluid in glafs cannot be in- 
creafed or decreafed ; and that it is 
impoffible to add any to one furface 
of a plate or jaf, unlefS an equal 
quantity be, at the fame time, given 
out from the other furface. This er- 
ror has been adopted by fucceeding 
electricians : among others, by the 
late Mr. Henly, who in one of his 
laft papers, printed in the Philofo- 
phical Tranfactions for the year 
1777, has the following words: 
“ According to Dr. Franklin’s the- 
“ ory, the fame quantity of the e- 
« Jeéric matter which is thrown up- 
“on one of the furfaces of plats, 
** in the operation of charging it, 
* is at the fame time repelled or dri- 
“ ven out from the other furface ; 
** aad thus one of the furfaces be- 


—— 


OBSERVATIONS on the Manner in which Grass is charged with 
the Eleétric Fluid, and difcharged.. By Eowarp Wartaker Gray, 


[From the fame Work.] 


«¢ comes charged plus, the other mi- 
* nus; and that this is really thecafe 
‘« is, I think, fatisfactorily proved, 
‘6 &c.”? 


~ 


- © Beccaria alfo has adopted the 


fame opinion, faying, “ That a 
** quantity of exceflive fire cannot 
** be introduced into one furface, 
‘* but inafmuch as an equal dofe of 
‘* natural fire can quit the other 
“¢ furface.”’ 

“© Thefe affertions are, I appre- 
hend, direétly contrary to what real- 
ly happens. Inftead of which, I be- 
lieve, we may fafely affert, that 
glafs, and every other known fub- 
{tance, may ave its natural quan- 
tity of electric fluid either increafed 
or diminifhed to a certain limited 
degree ; which degree hears no pro- 
portion to the quantity of matter 
contained in a body, but is (cxters 
paribus) in proportion to the extent 
of its furface. 

“ This 
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« This law, which is, perhaps, 
without exception, may be confider- 
edasone of thefundamental laws of 
electricity, and one upon which ma- 
ny of its princi 4l phenomena de- 

Art prefent I fhall only con- 
fder it fo far as it the caufe of what 
is commonly called the eharge of 'a 
coated jar. pgs 

& Suppofe fuch a jar infulated, 
and connected by its Knob to the 

ime conduétor of an eleétric ma- 
chine ; if then the machine be put 
inattion, a certain quantity of elec- 
tric fluid (agreeable to the above- 
mentioned law) is added to the na- 
tural quantity belonging to the in- 
ner furface of the jar,.After which, 
if the finger, or any other conduct- 
ing fubftance, be prefented to the 
duter coating of the jar, a quantity 
of eleétric fluid, nearly equal to that 
thrown in, comes fromit., But this 
departure of the electric fluid from 
the outfide of the jar, cannot he (as 
Dr. Franklin fuppofes it) the caufe 
which permits the addition of fluid 
to the infide, but is merely the con- 
fequence of the a¢tjon of that fuper- 
fluous quantity which’ was thrown 
in. And the operator may, if he 
pleafes, inftead of taking electric 
fluid from the outfide of the jar, take 
out again (by touching the knob) 
nearly the whole of what he had 
thrown in, which he could not do if 
an equal quantity had already gone 
from the outfide of the jar*. 


- 





* Mach difpute has arifeu among elec- 
tricians refpecting the degree of charge 
which may be given te an infulated jar ; 
but no one, that | know off has takea 
notice of a deception which will happen, 
if care be not taken that the fame fide, 
Ly which the jar is atcempted to be charge 
ed, be firft touched in trying whether it be 
charged or not; whereas it is clear, from 
what has been faid, that, if the con- 
trary furface be firft touched, a fmall 


charge will, from that very circumftance, 
be produced. 
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«© When the quantity already 
{poken of has been taken from the 
outlile of the jar (the equilibrium 
being néarly reftored) another quan- 
tity like the firft may again be added 
to the inner furface: after which ‘a 
fimilar quantity may again be taken 
froin the outfide ; thus, by the fuc- 
ceflion of a fufficient number of the 
quantities allowed by the’ before: 
mentioned law, the jar may, at 
length be completely charged. 

«There are other ways of charg- 
ing coated glafs; but if it be allow- 
ed, that the charge, in the foreyo- 
ing inftance, is produced in the man- 
ner I have fuppofed, it will not, I 
think, be difputed, that~all other 
charges are produced by a fimilar al- 
térnetion of finall quantitjess © This, 
however, will appear more clear 
from the obfervations I fhall now 
make an the manner in which the 
difcharge is produced, 

‘“ When the aflonifhiag velocity 
with which the charge pf a jar or 
battery moves through a canfider- 
able {pace js confidered, it may at, 
inft appear imp fible, hat, the dif- 
charge fhould be made by the alter- 
nate giving and receiving fuch {mall 
quantities as thofe by which the 
charge was produced; yet a more 
ample confiderstioh of the matter 
will, 1 think, fhew that it cannot 
poffibly be brought about any, other 
way. 

a I prefume it will be granted, 
that the charge of a jar (in difcharg- 
ing) either ase it all.at ance, or 
goes out by the fame finall quanti- 
ties by which it went in. To a 

fe any intermediate manner would. 
neither leffen the difficulty, nor 
would it be confonant to any of the, 
known laws of electricity. 

«« If then the whole charge leave 
the jar all at once, there, muft be a 
point of tithe at’ which the jar will 

H 3 be 
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ithout any electric fluid either 
be = ideo the other : =: aa 

ppofe.a large jar or battery to be 
red by means of a few inches 
of thin wire, there will then be a 
foint of time at which. the whole 
quantity of eleétric ftuid, which 
conftituted the charge, mutt be con- 
tained in a piece of wire, weighing 
only, a few grains, 

« Now, if it be confidered, that 
fime (like matter) is infinitely divi- 
fible, may we not rather fuppofe, 
that the difcharge of a jar js nothing 
more than an inconceivably rapid 


fucceffion of fuch {mall quantities as 


may be fent off, without cay 
fuch a deftruction of the equilibrium 
as the laws of electricity feem not to 
admit ? 

* That this fuppofition ig nog 
quite free from objections I readily 
admit ; but before they are pers 
mitted to overthrow it, let it be 
well confidered, whether they are 
(upon the whole) as ftrong as thole | 
have ftated. againft the oppolite opi- 
nion, which [ think may be pro. 
nounced to militate not only againg 
what has been here mentioned as a 
fundamental law of electricity, but 
alfo againft every known fact.” 





On the Irritability of VEGETABLES. By James Epwarp Smita, 
M. D. F. R. S, 


[From the fame Work. ] 


« AV ING often heard that 
the ftamina of the barber- 
ry, berberis ‘communis, were en- 
dued with a confiderable degree. of 
irritability, I made the experiment 
in Chelfea Garden, May 25, 1786, 
on a bufh then in full flower. It was 
about one o’clock P.M. the day 
bright and warm, with little wind. 
' © The ftamina of fuch of the 
flowers as were open bent backwards 
to each petal, and fheltered them- 
felves under their concave tips. No 
fhaking of the branch appeared to 
have any effect upon them. With 
avery fmall bit of ftick I gently touch- 
ed the infide of one of the filaments, 
which inftantly fprung from the pe- 
tal with oonfiderable force, ftriking 
itsanthera againft the ftigma. I re- 
‘eugse- the experiment a great num- 
r of times; in each flower touch- 
ing one filament after another, till 
the tips of ajl fix were brought 


together in the centre over the 
ftiyma, 

‘“ I took home with me three 
branches Jaden with. flowers, and 
placed them in a jar of water, and 
in the evening tried the experiment 
on fome of thefe flawers, then ftand- 
ing in my room, with the fame fac 
ces. 

“ In order to difcover in what 

articular part of the filaments this 
irritability refided, I cut off one of 
the petals with a very fine pair of 
fciffars, fo carefully as not to touch 
the ftamen which ftood next it; then, 
with an extremely flender piece of 

uill, I touched the outfide of the 
filament which had been next the pe- 
tal, ftroaking it from top to bottom ; 
but it remained perfectly immove- 
able. With the fame inftrument I 
then touched the back of the anthe- 
ra, then its tops, its edges, and at 


laft its infide ; {till without “, ee 




















the quill being carried 


But 
ni the anthera down the infide of 


the filament, is no fooner touched 


that part than the ftamen fprung 
forwards with great vigour to thre 
the ftigma. This was often repeat- 
ed with a blunt needle, a fine brif- 
tle, a feather, and feveral other 
things, which could not poffibly in- 
jure the ftracture of the part, and 
always with the fame effect. 

« ‘To fome of the anther I ap- 
plied a pair of {ciffars, fo as to bend 
their re{pective filaments with fuffi- 
cient force to make them touch the 
ftigma ; but this did not produce the 

per contraction of the filament. 
Fhe incurvation remained only fo 
long as the inftrument was applied ; 
on its beingremoved, the ftamen re- 
turned to the petal by its natural e- 
lafticity. But on the fciflars being 
applied to the irritable part, the an- 
thera immediately flew to the ftig- 
ma, and remained there. A very 
fudden and {mart fhock given to 
any part of a ftamen would, howev- 
er, fometimes have the fame effect 
as touching the irritable part. 

“ Hence it was evident that the 
motion above defcribed was owing 
to an high degree of irritability in 
the fide of each filament next the 
germen, by which, when touched, 
it contracts, that fide becomes fhor- 
ter than the other, and confequent- 
ly the filament is bent towards the 
germen, ‘I could not difcover any 
thing particular in the ftructure of 
that or any other part of the fila- 
ment. 

“ This irritability is eptible 
in ftamina of all ages, and ii aut 
ly in thofe which are juft about dif- 
charging their pollen. In ‘fome 


flowers which were only fo far ex- 
panded that‘they would barely ad- 
mit a briftle, and whofe anthere 
were not near burfting, the fila- 
ments appeared almoft as irritable as 
in flowers fully opened ; and in feve- 
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ral old flowers, fome of whofe pe- 

tals with the ftamina adhering to 

them were falling off, the remaining 

filaments, and even thofe which 

were already fallen to the ground, 

chp full as irritable as any I 
ad examined. 

“ From fome flowers I carefully 
removed the yermen, without rouch- 
ing the filaments, and then applied 
a brittle to one of them, which im- 
mediately contracted, and the ftig- 
ma being out of its way, it was bent 
quite over to the oppofite fide of 
the flower. 

“ Obferving the ftamina in fome 
flowers which had been irritated re- 
turning to their original fituations 
in the hollows of the petals, I found 
the fame thing happened to all of 
them fooner or later. I then touch- 
ed fome filaments which had perfeét- 
ly refumed their former ftations, 
and found them contract with as 
much facility as before. This was 
repeated three or four times on the 
fame filament. I attempted to fti- 
mulate in the midft of their progrefs 
fome which were returning, but 
not always with fuccefs ; rm of 
them He were flightly affected by 
the touch. 

“¢ ‘The purpofe which this curious 
contrivance of nature anfwers in the 
private ceconomy of the plant, feems 
not hard to be difcovered. When 
the ftamina ftand in their original 
pofition, their anthera are effectu- 
ally fheltered from yw the cone 
cavity of the petals. us ese 
bly ihey remain til fome infeét com- 
ing to extraét honey from the bafe 
of the flower, thrufts itfelf between 
their filaments, and almoft unavoid- 
ably touches them in the moft irrit- 
able part; thus the impregnation 
of the germen is wea aa, and as 
it is chiefly in fine funny weather 
that infects are on the wing, the 

llen is alfo in fuch weather moft 


fit for the purpofe of impregna- 
H 4 t10Re 








tion. It would be worth while to 
place a branch of the barberry flow- 
er in fuch a fituation, asthat no in- 
fect, or other irritating caufe, could 
have accefs to it; to watch whether 
in that cafe the antherx would ever 
approach the ftigma, and whether 
the feeds would be prolific, 

«© T have been the more particular 
in thefe obfervations upon the bar- 
berry, becaufe although feyeral an- 
thors mention the irrjtability of its 
ftamina, none, that.Ican find, have 
related in-what part of. the ffamina 
this property refides, or the purpofe 
it ferves ; at leaft they have not pur- 
fued their inquiries with any great 
degree of accuracy, but feem mofily. 
to have copied one another. Gme- 
lin, who hes written a differtation 
exprefsly on the irritability of vege- 
tables, has icarcely any thing new on 
the fubjeét; the chief part of his 
work is a catalogue of plants which 
he found not to be irritable. 

« The barberry is not the only 
plant which exhibits this phanome- 
non. The ftamina of cactus tuna, a 
kind of Indian fig, are likewife ve- 
ry irritable. Thete ftamina are long 
and flender, ftanding in great num- 
ters round the ihfide of the Hower. 
If a quill or feather be drawn 
through them, they begin in the 
pee of two or three feconds to lie 

own gently on one fide, and in a 
fhort time they are all recumbent at 
the bottom of the flower.,. The mo- 
tions in dionwa mufcipula, mimo- 
fa fenfitiva and pudica, are too well 
knowntohbe mentioned here. A fi- 
milar phenomenon has been obferv- 
ed, whereindeed an obvious botan- 
ical analogy would lead one to ex- 

it, in the drofera. See Dr. 


Vithering’s botanical arrangement 
of Britlih plants. All thefe move- 
ments are, I think, certainly to be 
attributed to irritability. . We muft 
be cares! got toconfound them with 





VEGETABLES, 


other moyements, whic] 
wonderful at firft fight, * ome 
plained merely on mechanical ps 
ciples. The mina of the parieta- 
fia, for inftance, are held in fych . 
conftrained curved pofitien by the 
leaves of the calyx, that as foon as 
the latter become fully expanded, or 
are by any means remoyed, the fta. 
mina, being very elaftic, fly up, and 
throw their pollen about with grent 
force. I have lately obferyed a f. 
milar circumftance in the flowers of 
medicago falcata. Ip this plantthe 
organs, of generation ace held jn a 
ftraight pofition by thecarjng of the 
flower, notwithftanding the ftrong 
tendency of the infant yermen to af- 
fume its proper falcated form, ~ At 
length, when the germen become; 
ftronger, and the carina nore oper, 
it obtains its liberty by a fades 
fpring,, inconfequence of which the 
pollen is plentifully fcattered about 
the ftigma, The germen may at 
Reaure bé fet at liberty by nipping 
the flower fo as gently to open the 
carina, and the fame effect will be 
produced, | 

** As the foregoing experiments 
thew yegetablesto potiefs irritability 
in common with animals, fo there 
are plants which feem to be endured 
with a kind of fpontaneous motion. 
Linnzus having obferved that the 
rye moyes one of its famina every 
day to the piftillum, Iexamnined the 
ruta chalepenfis, which differs very 
little from the common rue, and 
found many of the ftamina in the 
pofition which he defcribes, holding 
their anther over the ftigma; while 
thofe which had not yet come to the 
ftigma were lying back upon. the 

tals, as well as thofe which, hav- 
ing already performed their offic, 
had returned to their original fituz- 
tion, Trying witha quill to ftimn- 
late the fiamina, 1 fdund them all 
quite devoid of irritability. Tacy 
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ftrong, conic albodies, and 
Fe in breaking, he forced 
ofthe pofition in which they 
sate tobe. The fame phanome- 
non has been obferved in feveral o- 
flowers; but it is no. where 
more ftriking or more eafily exar 
wined than in the rue. 

«“ I could with to find an inftance 
of this fpontaneous motion combin- 
ed with irritability in one and the 
fame plant; but, I contefs, I do 
not know one. From analogy I 
fhould think it not impoffible that 
the dionawa mufcipula, and perhaps 
thedrofera, may have.the fame mo- 
tion in their ftamina as the ruta, 
parnatflia, and faxifraga, while their 
leaves poflefs irritability. But if 
this be the cafe, the feats of thefe 
two properties, being fo different 
and remote from each other, fhould 
feem to have as little conyeétion as if 
intwo different plants. There ftill 


remains then this difference between: 


anima}y: and vegetables, that. al- 
though fome of the Jatter poffeis ir- 
wtability, and others fpontageous 
motion, even in a fuperior degree to 
many Of the former, yet thofe pro- 
pertes have hitherto jm anjmajls on- 
iv been found combined jwygpe and 


thefame part. Evenfertulamepare 


notan exception to this obfervation. 
ot ard part of their fubftatice, 
indeed, refembles that of pfants in 
being indefinitely éxtended,: and in 
wanting irritability and fpontaneouis 
motions, But their animated flow- 
ems or polypes, isi which thé effence 
of their being refides, are endued 
with both theie properties in an high 
degree, t bloat ads 

“ L know it is the: apinion of 
‘ome philofophers that a certain’ de- 
gree of irritability muft pervade e- 
very part of vegetables, as tli¢ pro- 
pulfion of their tluids cannot Well be 
conceived to be accomplifhed by. any 
“her means. In a coaverfation’on 
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this. fubeét. with the celebrated My 
Bonnet of Geneva, he informed me, 
that he is ftronely of this opinion; 
and that be dhould not defpair, by 
throwing acid or other ftimulating 
injections into the veficls of fome 
plants, of feeing with a mitrofcope 
at‘once the propulfion of the fap, 
and the contractions by which it is 


_ performed, He urged me, with that 


amiabje enthutiafm fog which he is 


remarkable, to purfue the irye 
Whether do fence shink the 
idea too interefting rate kept to my- 
felf, and fhould be glad to fee it real- 
ized by any one-who -has time and 
abilities for fuch inveftigations, who 
has accuracy and coolnefs in making 
his .experiments, as well tiv fidelity 
and impartiality in recerding them. 
“I cannot conclude this pa 
without taking notice of another 
very curions property which veget- 
ables feem to poffets in common with 


animals, although cértainly iga ver\ 

ry inferior degree: I mean} that \ 

property, to ufe.the ,words ‘of Mr.* 
unter, who has ftudied this prin-’ 


ciple to a vait extent in the animal 
ceconomy,. by which their conftitw- 


tion is capable only of a certain de-? 


gree of action confiftently wit 
health; when that degree is execed- 
ed, difeafe or death is the confe- 
quence. . It is only by the help of 


this principle that I camexplain why’ 


many plants refifta great degree of 
culd for feveral winters before flow- 
ering ; but, afterthatcritical event, 
they perith at the firft approach of 
cold, and can by no art be preferved 
fo as to jurvive the winter, But a 
more curious inftance is. that men- 
tioped by Linnaus, without an ex- 
planition, in his Differtation on the 
Sexes of Plants, of the long duration 
of thé: pittilla in the female hemp, 
while-unexpofed to the male pollen ; 

whereas thofe to which the pollen liad 
accefs immediately faded “~ vi: 
theres 












































{132) The Natural Hiitory 


thertd away. Inthiscafe, I cannot 
help think des, that in thofe os 
on which the ‘pollen had afted, and 
which tly had 

the funétion — they were de- 
Signed, the vital principle was much 
fooner exhautted hen if thofe which. 
had'known no fuch ftimulus. It is, 
perhaps, for the fame reafon that 
double flowers, in. which, the or- 
gans.of generation being obliterated, 
2 hy ome can take place, 
hf much longer in perfeétion than 


cesar 


of the CUCKOO. 


fingle ones of the fame fpecies. se: 
notorioufly the cafe with, nek 
anemonies, &c. In fingle jes 
~ ee falls off ina ro 

ut in double ones it lafts feyerst 
days; and this may poftibiy. te: 
bined with other obfervations, lead 
to a difcovery of the real ule of the 
corolla of plants, and the fhare it 
has in the impregnation, about 
which there has yet been no proba- 
ble conjecture. , 
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The. Natural HISTORY of the CUCKOO. By Mr. Epwagp 
Jenner. Ina Letter to Joun Hunrer, Efq. F.R.S, 


[From the fame’Work.] 


* VT FAVING, at your requeft, 
H employed fome of iny lei- 
fure. hours in attending to the natu- 
ral hiftory of the cuckoo, I beg 
leave to lay before you the refult of 
ray obfervations, with a hope that 
they may tend to illuftrate a fubject 
hutherto, not futiiciently inveftigated; 
and fhould: what: is here offered 
» im your opinion, deferving 
the attention of the Royal Society, 
ti.will do:me the honour ofipre- 
Rnti at ta that Jearned body. 

“ The firft appearance of cuckoos 
in Gloucefterfhire (the part of Eng- 
land; where thefe obfervations were 
mada) is about the 17th of April. 
Fhe fong: of the male, which is 
well known, {oon proclaims its ar- 
rial...» The fong of; the female (if 
the) peeuliar notes. of which it is 
compoted may be fo called) .is. wide- 
ly, ditterent, and has been fo little at- 
tended to, that I believe few are ac- 
guainted with it. I know not how 





to convey’to you a proper idea of it 
by a comparifon with the notes of 
any other bird; but the cry of the 
dab-ghick bears the bearelh refem- 
blance to it. : 
* Unlike the generality of birds, 
cuckoes'do not pair. When a fe- 
male sappears on the wing,’ fhe is 
oftendaetended by two or: three 
males,“ who feem to be earneftly 
contending for her favours, From 
the time of her appearance, till af- 
ter the middle of fummer, the nefts 
of the birds felected to receive her 
egg,. are to be found in great abun- 
dance ; but, like the other migrat- 
ing birds, fhe does not begin d 3 lav 
till fome weeks after her arrivél. 
never could precure an egg till 
the middle of May, though pro- 
bably an early-coming cuckoo may 
wee one fooner. 
«© The cuckoo makes chowe of 
the nefts of a great variety of 


birds, I ware known its re 
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to the care of the hedge-fpar- 
row, the waters wagtail,, the titlark, 
the yellow-hammer, the green «lint 
pet, and the whinchat, Among 
thefe ir generally felects the three 
former; but fhows a much greaten 
partiality to the hedge-fparrow than 
wo any of the reft : therefore, for 
the pucpofe of avoiding confugon, 
this bird only,, in the following ac- 
count, will be confidered as the 
fofter-parent of the cuckoo, exc 
in i which are particularly, 

ified, 

« The sal commonly 
takes up four or five days in laying 
her eggs. During this time (gene- 
rally atter fhe had laid one or two) 
the cuckoo contrives to depofit her 
egg among the reft, leaving the fu- 
ture care of it entirely to the hedge- 
iparrow. This intrufion often oc- 
cafions fome difeompofure ; for the 
old hedge-fparrow, at intervals, 
whilft the is fitting, not uafrequent- 
ly throws out fome of her own eggs, 
and fometimes injures then in fuch 
away, that they, become addle ; fo 
that it more, frequently, happens, 
that only two, or three hedge-fpar- 
row’s eggs are hatched with .the 
cackoo’s than otherwife: but. whe- 
ther this be the cafe or not, fhe fits 
the fame length of time as if no, 
foreign egg had been introduced, 
the cuckoo’s egg requiring no leng- 
er incubation than her own. How- 
ever, I have never feen an\inftance 
where the hedge-fparrow has either 
thrown out or injured the egg of the 
cuckoo. ' 


“ When the hedge-fparrow has. 
fat her ufual time, and difengaged. 


the young cuckoo and fome of her 
own offspring from the fhell, her 
own young ones, and. any of her 
eggs that remained unhatched, are 
foon turned out, the young cuckoo 


isMaining pofleflor of, the neff, and. 
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and fole objeét of her future care. 


The young birds are not ioufl 
killed. ae the eggs demalithed 
but all are left to perith together, 
either entangled. avout the buth 
which contains the neft, or lying om 
the ground under it. 

“ The early fate of the young 
hedge-fparrows, is a circumftance 
that has been, noticed by others, 
but attributed to wrong caufes. A 
variety of conjeétures have been 
formed ypon it. Some have fup- 
pofed the parent cuckoo. the author 
of their deftruction; while others, 
as erroneoufly, have pronounced 
them fmothered by the difpropor- 
tionate fize of their fellow-neftling. 
Now the cuckoo’s, egg being not 
mouch larger than, the a 
row’s (as I fhall more ful int 
out hereafter) it neceflarily follows, 
that at firftthere can be no great dif- 
ference in the fize of the birds juft 
burft from the fhell, «Of the fallacy. 
of the former affertion alfol was fome 
years ago convinced, by having 
found that many cuckoo’s eggs were 
hatched in the nefts of other birds 
after the old cuckoo had difappear- 
ed; and by feeiny the fame fate 
then attend the neftling {parrows as. 
during the appearance of the old 
cuckoo in this country. But, be-. 
fore I proceed to the facts relating, 
to the death of the Young {perrowe, 
it will be proper to. lay before you 
fome examples of the incubation of 
the egg, and the rearing of the 
young cuckoo; finee even the well 
known faét, that this bufinefs is in. 
trufted to the care of other birds, has 
been controverted by an author who. 
has. lately written on the fubjeét ; 
and fince, as it is a faét fo much out, 
of the ordinary conrfe of nature, it 
may ftill probably be difbelieved-by 
athers, 


EXAM. 
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os «) BRAMPLE 1. bite 
* © The titlark is frequently fe- 
leéted by the cuck6o to take charge 
of its young Oe ;’ but'as it is'a bird 
lef faniiliar than’ many that I have 
mentioned, its neft is not fo often 
difcovered. I have, neverthelefs, 
had feveral cuckoo’s ¢ggs brought 
to me that were found in titlarke! 
nefts ; and had one opportunity of 
feeing the young ¢uck6o in the neft 
of this bird.” 1 faw the old birds 
feed it repeatedly ; and; .to fatisfy 
mvfelf that they were really ‘tit? 
larks,  fhot' them both) and found 
them to be fo. ’ 
EXAMPLE ‘OM 
*## A ctickoo laid her ege ina water- 
wagtail’s neft, in the thatch of ‘an 
old cottage. ° Phe wagtail fat her 
ufaal time, and thea hatched all the 
eggs but one ; which, with all the 
young anes, xcept the cuckoo, ‘was 
turned out of the neft.. The young 
birds, confifting of five, were found 
n a rafter that’ projected frony 
under the thatch, and with then 
was the eo g\ not in: the ‘leaft! in- 
jored, On‘ examining the: egy, I 
found the yourigwegtailit contain- 
et quite perfeé&, and juft in fucha 
ftite as birds are when. ready to be 
difengaged trom’ the fhell. The 
cuckoo ‘was reaied ‘by the ‘wagtail 
till it was neaclf Capable of flying, 
when jt was ‘killed by an accident, — 
ur? ; ict 
EXAMPLE LE, my 
« A hedge-fpartow built her neft 
in a hawthornvbulhy in a. timbers 
yard : atter flie had: taid two eggs, 
a cuckoo dropped in a third, “Phe 
{parrow contimed laying, as if no- 
thing had happened, rill the lak five, 
ber ufual numbery and then tat. 
. *. June 20, 86. On infpe&- 
ing the neft, I found, that the bird 
had hatched this morning, and that 


. 
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every thing but the yo 
wasithrown. out. Unihee eae - 
Infowtid one of the young 


rey s dead, and one egg 

de 4t the nett entangled wit the 
doarfe woody materials that formed 
its Gutfide covering.” On examin. 
ing the egg, I found one end of the 
thell'a little cracked, and could fee 
that ‘the fparrow’ it cantained was 
yet alive. It was then reftored to 
fhe neft, but in°a few minutes was 
thrown out, Tite egg being again 
fufpended by the outfide of the neft, 
was faved a fecund' time from break. 
ine. To fee what would happen, 
rt the cuckoo was removgd, | took 
ott tie cuckoos-and plactd the egg 
dontaining the hedge-fparrow in the 
neft in its ftead. “The old binds 
during this time, flew about the 
foot, fhewing fivtis of great anxie. 
tv? ‘bur when] withdrew, - they 
quikkiy came to the neft again. On 
looking into it a quarter of an hour 
afterwards, [ found tle young one 
dompletely hatched, warm, and live- 
Ky. © The hedge-fparrows were fut- 
fered to remain undifturbed with 
their new’charge for tliree hour, 
(during which time thé) paid every 
atténtion to it) whe the cuckoo 
was again put into the neft. The 
old {parvows had been fo inuch dif- 
tairbed by thefe intrufions, that for 
fame:time they fhewed an unwil- 
hngnefs to come to it: however, at 
length they canie, and on examin- 
ing the neit again in a few minutes, 
I found the young {parrow was tum- 
bled out. lt was a fecond time re- 
ftoreds but again experienced the 
fame fate. — 

“ From thefe experiments, and 
fuppofing, from the feeble appear- 
ance of the young cuckoo juft dif 
engaged from the fhell, that it was 
utterly incapable of difplacing 
thur tle egy or the yoing rr ce 
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} was induced to believe, that the - 


old fparrows wére the only agents 


}n this feemifig unnatural bufinets ; 


hot | afterwards clearly perceived 
the caufe of this ftrange phenome- 
non, by diftovering the young cuc- 
koo in the aa of difplacing its 
fellow-neftlings, as the following 
relation will fully evince. : 

“ June 18, 1787, I examined 
the neft of a hedge-fparrow, which 
then contained a cuckoo’s and three 
hedge-fparrow’s eggs. On infpeét- 
ing it the day following, I found 
the bird had hatched, but that the 
neft now contained only a young 
cuckoo and 6ne young hedge-fpar- 
row. The neft was placed fo near 
the extremity of a hedge, that I 
could diftinétly fee what was going 
forward in it: and, to my aftonifh- 
ment, faw the young cuckoo, though 
fo newly hatched, in the att of 
turning out the young hedge-{par- 
row, 

“ The mode of accomplifhing 
this was very curious. The little 
animal, with the afliftance of its 
rump and wings, contrived to get 
the bird upon its back, and making 
a lodgement for the burden by ele- 
vating its elbows, clambered back- 
ward with it up to the fide of the 
neft till it reached the top, where 
refting for a moment, it threw off 
its load with a jerk, and quite 
difengaged it from the neft. It re- 
mained in this fituation a fhort 
time, feeling about with the extre- 
ities of its wings, as if to be con- 
vinced whether the bufinefs was pro- 
perly executed, and then dropped 
into the neft again. With thefe 


(the extremities of its wings) I have 
often feen it examine, as it were, 
an egg and neftling before it began 
its operations ; and the nice fenfibi- 
lity which thefe parts appeareiL to 
poficis, feemed fufficiently to cot- 


nfate the want.of fight, which as 
yet it was deftitute of. I afterwards 


_put in an egg, and this, by a fimi- 


ar procefs, was conveyed to the 
edge of the neft, and thrown out. 
Thefe experiments I have fince ré- 
peated feveral times in different 
nefts, ahd have always found the 
young cuckoo difpofed to act in the 
fame manner. In climbing ap the 
neft it fometimes drops its burden, 
and thus is foiled in its endeavours ; 
but, after a little refpite, the work 
is refumed, and goes on almoft in- 
ceflantly till it is effected, It is 
wonderful to fee the extraordinary 
exertions of the young cuckoo, 
when it is two or three days old, if 
a bird be put into the neft with it 
that is too weighty for it to lift out. 
In this ftate it’ feems ever reftlefs 
and unealy. But this difpofition 
for turning out its companions be- 
gins to decline from the time it is 
two or three till it is about twelve 
days old, when, as far as I have 
hitherto feen, it ceafes. Indeed, 
the difpofition for throwing out 
the egg, appears to ceafe a few 
days fooner ; for I have frequently 
feen the young cuckoo, after it had 
been hatched nine or ten days, re- 
move a neftling that had been placed 
in the neft with it, when it futfered 
an egg, put there at the fame time, 
to remain unmolefted. The fingu- 
larity of its fhape, is well adapted 
to thefe purpofes; for, different 
from other newly-hatched birds, its 
back from the fcapule downwards 
is very broad, with a confiderable 
deprefiion in the middle. This de- 
preffion feems formed by nature fo? 


« the defign of giving a more fecure 


lodgement to the egg of the hedge- 
{parrow, or its"young one, when 
the young cuckoo is employed in 
removing cither of them from the 
neit, When it is about twelve days 


old, 
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old, this cavity is quite filled up, and 
then the back affumes the thape of 
ing birds in general, 
“ Having found that the old 


sn. gai commonly throws out 
fome of her own eggs after her neft 
shas received the cuckoo’s, and not 


knowing how fhe might treat her 
young ones, if the young cuckoo 
sue dapcived of the power of difpof- 
feffing them of the neft, I niade the 


aaeg ex periment. 
“¢ July 9. A young cuckoo, that 
had been hatched by a hedge-fpar- 
row, about four hours, Was confined 
in the neft in fuch a manner, that 
it could not poflibly turn out the 
ung hedge-{parrows which were 
atched at the fame time, though it 
was almoft inceffantly making at- 
tempts to effect it. The confe- 
quence was, the old birds fed the 
whole alike, and appeared in every 
refpect to pay the fame attention to 
their own young as to the young 
cuckoo, until the :3th, when the 
neft was unfortunately plundered. 
* The fimallnefs of the cuckoo’s 
egg, in proportion to the fize of 
the bird, is a circumftance that hi- 
therto, I believe, has efca the 
notice of the ornithologift. So great 
is the difproportion, that it 1s in 
neral f{maller than that of the 
fe-fparrow ; whereas the differ- 
ence in the fize of the bird is nearly 
as five to one. I have ufed the term 
in general, becaufe eggs produced 
at different times by the fame bird, 
vary very much in fize. I have 
found a cuckoo’s egg fo light that it 
weighed only forty-three grains, and 
one fo heavy that it weighed fifty-five 
grains. The colour of the cuckoo’s 
egg is extremely variable. Some, 
both in ground and penciling, very 
rouch refemble the houle-fparrow’s'; 
fone are indiftintly covered with 
bran-coloured {pots ; and others are 
Marked with lines of black, refem- 
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bli in fome meaf 
the yellow hammer, Wer the caps of 

“* The circumftance 
cuckoo’s bein define ni. 
to throw out the young hedge-fas 
rows, feems to account for then ’ 
rent-cuckoo’s dropping her Pe 
the nefts of birds f a 
thofe I have particularifed. If gy 
were to do this in the neft of a bird 
which produced a large egg, and 
confequently a large neftling, the 
youn cuckoo would srebaie find 
an infurmountable dithculty ia fole. 
ly poffefling the neft, as its exer. 
tions would be unequal to the labour 
of turning out the young birds, Be. 
fides, though many of the larger 
birds might have fed the neftling 
cuckoo very properly, had it beep 
committed to their charge, yet 
could not have fuffered their own 
young to have been {facrificed, for 
the accommodation of the cuckoo, 
in fuch great number as'the finaller 
ones, which are fo much mor 
abundant ; for, though it would be 
a vain attempt to calculate the 
numbers of neftlings deftroyed by 
means of the cuckoo, yet the flight- 
eft obfervation would be futhcient 
to convince us that they muft be 
very large. 

“« Here it may be remarked, that 
though nature permits the young 
cuckoo to make this great wake, 
yet the animals thus deftroyed are 
not thrown away or re ufe- 
lefs. At the feafon when this hap 
pens, great numbers of tender qua- 
drupeds and reptiles are feeking 

rovifion ; and if they find the cal- 
low neftlings which have fallen vie- 
tims to the young cuckoo, they are 
furnifhed with food well adapted to 


their peculiar ftate. 
ts tt appears a little extraordina- 


ry, that two cuckoo’s e 
ever be depofited in the fare sede 
as the young one produced — 
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them mutt inevitably perith ; 
. goes known two initances ot 
this kind, ome of which I fhall re- 
“om 17, 1787. Two cuckooos 
and a hedge-fparrow were hatched 
in che fame neft this morning ; one 
e-{parrow’s egg remained un- 
hatched. In a few hours after, a 
conteft began between the cuckoos 
for the pofleffion of the neft, which 
continued undetermined till the next 
afternoon ; when one of them, which 
was fomewhat fuperior in fize, turh- 
ed out the other, together with the 
roung hedge-fparrow and the un- 
Patched egg. This conteft was very 
remarkable. "The combatants al- 
ternately appeared to have the ad- 
vantage, as each carried the other 
feveral times nearly to the top of 
the neft, and then funk down again, 
opprefled by the weight of its byr- 
den; till at length, after various 
efforts, the ftrongeft prevailed, and 
was afterwards brought up by the 
hedge-{parrows. 

«“ I come now, fir, to confider 
the principal matter that has agi- 
tated the mind of the naturalift re- 
fpecting the cuckoo; * why, like 
“ other birds, it fhould not build 
« a neft, incubate its eggs, and rear 
* itsown young ?”’ 

* There is certainly no reafon to 
be afligned from the formation of 
this bird, why, in common with 
others, it fhould not perform all 
thefe feveral offices ; for it is in eve- 
ty refpe&t perfectly formed for col. 
lefting matetials and building a 
neft. Neither its external fhape 
nor internal ftruéture. prevent it 
from incubation; nor is it by any 
means uicapacitated from bringing 
food to its young. It would be 
needlefs to enumerate the various 
opinions of aughors on this fubjeét 
from Ariftotle to the prefent time. 

¢ of the ancients appear to be 
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either vi » or erroncous; and 
the attempts of the moderns towards 
its inveftigation, have been confined 
within very narrow limits ; for they 
have gone but very little farther in 
their refearches than to examine 
the conftitution and ftructure of the 


bird, and having found it — 
of « capacious anh with a thin 
external covering, concluded, that 
the preflure upon this part, in a 
fitting _— prevented incuba- 
tion. They have not confidered, 
that many of the birds which incu- 
bate, have ftomachs analogous to 
thofe of the a geen the itomach 
of the owl, example, is Ie 
tionably capacious, and is ae 
thinly covered with external inte- 
- ane Nor have they confie 

ered, that the ftomachs of neft- 
lings are always much diftefided 
with food; and that this very part, 
during the whole time of their con- 
finement to the neft, {up ts, ina 
great degree, the weight of the 
whole body ; whereas, in a fitting 
bird, it is not nearly fo much prefl- 
ed upon; for the breaft in that cafe 
fills up chiefly the cavity of the neft, 
tor which purpofe, from its natural 
convexity, it is admirably well fit- 
ted, 

‘« Thefe obfervations, I prefume, 
may be fufficient to fhew, that the 
cuckoo is not rendered incapable of 
fitting through a peculiarity either 
in the fituatien or formation of the 
ftomach ; yet, as a ftill more 
decifive, I fhall lay before you the 
following fact. 

“In the fummer of the year 
1786, I faw, in the neft of a hedges 
fparrow, a cuckoo, which, from its 
ize and plumage, appeared to be 
nearly a fogtnight old. On li 
it up in the neft, I obferved two 
hedge-{parrow’s eggs under it. As 
firft I fuppofed them part of the 
number which had been fat upon 


by 





[r28} 
by the hedge-fparrow with the cuc- 


koo’s egg, that they had be- 
come addle, as birds frequently fuf- 
fer fuch eggs to remain in their 
nefts with their young; but on 
breaking one‘ of them, I found tt 
to contain a living fetus; fo that 
of courfe thefe eggs muft have been 
hid fevera! days after the cuckoo 
was hatched, as the latter now ¢com- 

ely filled up the nett, and was 
by thie peculiar incident, pertorm- 
ing the part of a fitting bird. 

* Having under my infpedlion, 
in another hedge-fparrow’s neft, a 
young cuckoo, about the fame fize 
as the former, L procured two wag- 
tail’s eggs which had been fat upon 
a few days, and had them tinmedi- 
ately conveyed to the fpot, and 
placed under the cuckoo, On the 
ninth day after the eggs had been 
in this fituation, the perfon appoint- 
ed to fuperintend the neft (as it was 
fome diftance from the place of my 
refidence) came to inform me, that 
the wagtarls wete hatched. On 
going to the place and examining 
the neft, I found nothing in it but 
the cuckoo and the fhells of the 
wagtail’s eges. The fact, therefore, 
of the birds being hatched I do not 
give you as coming immediately 
under ny own eye; but the tefti- 
mony of the perfon appointed. to 
watch the neft, was corroborated by 
that of another witnefs. 

© To what caufe then may we 
attribute the fingularities of the cuc- 
koo? Mazy they not be owing to 
the following circumftances ? The 
fhort refidence the bird is allowed 
to make in the country where it is 
deftined to propagate its fpecies, 
and the call that nature has upon 
w# during that fhort refidence, to 
produce a numerous progenv. ‘The 
euckoo’s firft appearance here is a- 


bout the middie of April, common- 


Nw 
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lyenthe roth. Itse 
for incubation till fo 


Sy is not feady 


me w s 
its arrival, feldom before ~- ae 


dle of May. A fortnight is tak 
up by thé fitting bird in hatching 


the egg. The young bird ; 
rally continues three By I the 
neft before it flies, arid the folte. 
parents feed it more that five weeks 
after this peridd; {6 that, if. a cy. 
koo fhould be ready with gn ege 
much fooner than the time pointed 
out, not a fingle neftling, even of 
one of the earliett, would be-fit té 
provide for itfelf before its prrent 
would be tnffinctively direéted tg 
feek a new refidence, and be thus 
compelled toabanidon its young one} 
for old cuckoos take their final leave 
of this countiy the firft week ix 
July. 

“© Had nature allowed the cuckoo 
to have ftaid here as long as fome 
other migrating birds, which pro- 
duce a fingle fet of young ones (as 
the {wift or nightingale, for exam- 
ple), and had allowed her to have 
reared as large a number as any 
bird is capable of bringing up at 
one time, thefe might not have 
been futhcient to have anfwered her 
purpofe ; but by fending the cuc- 
koo from one neft to another, fhe is 
reduced to the fame ftate as the bird 
whofe neft we daily rob of an egg, 
in which cafe the ftimulus for incu- 
bation is fufpended. Of this we 
have a familiar example in the 
common domeftic fowl. That the 
cuckoo aétually lays a great number 
of eggs, diffectton feems to prove 
very decifively. Upon a comparifon 
I had an opportunity of making be- 
tween the ovarium, or racemus VI 
tellorum, of a female cuckoo, kill- 
ed juft as fhe begun to lay, and of @ 
pullet killed in the fame ftate, no 
eflential difference appeared. ‘Phe 
uterus of each contained am is 
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tly formed, and ready for ex- 
dufion; and the ovarium exhibired 
a large clufter of eggs, gradually 
advanced from a very diminutive 
fize, to the greateft the yolk ac- 
quires before it is received into the 
oviduet. The en of one 
killed on the third of July was very 
diferent. Inthis I could diftinétly 
trace a great number of the mem- 
branes which had difcharged yolks 
into the oviduét; and one of them 
appeared as if it had parted with a 
elk the preceding day. ‘The ova- 
rium ftill exhibited a clufter of en- 
larged eggs; but the moft forward 
of them was fcarcely larger than a 
muftard-feed. 

« I would not be underftood, fir, 
to advance that every egy which 
fwells in the ovarium, at the ap- 
proach or commencement of the 
propagating feafon, is brought to 
perfection; but it appears clearly, 
that a bird, in obedience to the 
dictates of he: own will, or to fome 
hidden caufe in the animal cecono- 
my, can either retard or bring for- 
ward her eggs. Befides the exam- 
pl of the common fowl! above al- 
uded to, many others occur. If 
you deftroy the neft of a blackbird, 
arobin, or almoft any fmall bird, 
in the {prinz, when fle had laid her 
ufual number of eggs, it is well 
known to every one, who has paid 
any attention to enquiries of this 
kind, in how fhort a {pace of time 
the will produce a frefh fet. Now, 
had the bird been fuffered to have 
poms without interruption in 

natural courfe, the eggs would 
have been hatched, and the young 
ones brought to a ftate capable of 
providing for themfelves, before 
the would have been induced to 
make another neft, and excited to 
produce another fet of eggs from 
the ovarium, If the bird bad been 
deftroyed at thé time fhe was fitting 
17383. 
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on her firft laying of eggs, diffec- 
tion would have fhewn the ovarium 
containing a great number ip an 
enlarged ftate, and advancing in 
the utual progreflive order. Hence it 
plecny appears, that birds can keep 
yack or bring forward (under certain 
limitations) their eggs, at any time 
during the feafon appointed for them 
to lay; but the cuckoo, not being 
fubject to the common interrup- 
tions, gocs on laying from the time 
fhe begins, till the eve of her de- 
parture from this country: for al- 
though old cuckoos in general take 
their leave the firft week in July, 
(and I never could fee one afier the 
sth day of that month), yet I have 
known an inftance of an egg’s be- 
ing hatched in the neft of a hedge- 
{parrow fo late as the icth. And 
a farther proof of their continuing 
to lay till the time of their leaving 
us, may, I think, be fairly deduced 
from the appearances on difleétion of 
of the female cuckoo above men- 
tioned, killed on the 3d of July. 

‘“* Among the many peculiarities 
of the young cuckoo, there is one 
that fhews itfelf very early. Long 
before it leaves the neft, it frequent 
ly, when irritated, aflumes the man- 
ner of a bird of prey, looks fero- 
cious, throws itfelf back, and pecks 
at any thing prefented to it with 
great vehemence, often at the fame 
time making achuckling noife like a 
young hawk. Sometimes, when 
difturbed in a fmaller degree, it 
makes a kind of hiffing noife, ac- 
companied with a heaving motion 
of the whole body. The growth of 
the young cuckoo is uncommonly ra- 
pid. 

“« The chirp is plaintive, like that 
of the isedee-Cyeatiow but the found 
is not acquired from the fofter- 
parent, as it is the fame whether 
it be reared by the hedge-{parrow, 
or any other bird. 

i “ It 
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«“ Jt never acquires the adult 
note during its flay in this coun- 


try. 


‘The ftomachs of young cuc-, 


koos contain a great variety of food. 
On diffeéting one that was brought 
up by wagtails, and fed by them at 
the time it was fhot (though it was 
nearly of the fize and fullnefs of 

lumaye of the parent-bird), I found 
in its ftomach. the following fub- 
ftances : 

- Flies and beetles of various 
kinds. 

«¢ Small fhails, with their fhells 
unbroken. 

“© Grafhoppers. 

a Caterpillars. 

«© Part of a horfe-bean. 

A vegetable fubliance, refem- 
bling bits of tough grails, rolled into 
a ball. 

‘“ The feeds of a vegetable that 
refembled thole of the goofe-grafs, 

“ Jn the ftomach ot cone fed by 
hedge -tparraws, the contents were 
almeit entirely vegetable; fuch as 
wheat, fmall vetches, &c. But this 
was the only inftance of the kind I 
had ever feen, as thefe birds, in 
general, feet the young cuckoo with 
fcarcely any thing but animal food. 
Hiowever, it ferved to clear up a 
point which before had fomewhat 
puzzied me; for having found the 
cuckvo’s egg in the neft of a green 
linnet, which begins very early to 
feed its young with vegetable food, 
I was apprehenfive, til I faw this 
fact, that this bird weukd have been 
an, ualit fofles-parent ior the young 
Cuckoo, 

“ The titlark, I obferve, feeds 
it principally with grafshoppers, 

* But the mott tingular fubitance, 
fo often met. with in the ftomachs 
of young cuckoos, %5 a.ball of hair, 
curioufly woundiup. [ have found 
it of various fizes, from that of a 
per to'that of a fimall mtmeg. It 


-tewns to. be compoled chiefly of 


horfe-hairs, and from the 
blance it bears to the infide cover. 
ing of the neft, I conceive the bird 
fwallows it while a neftlin 1 
the ftomachs of old cuckoos ‘i 
often feen miafles of hair. but 
thefe had evidently once formed a 
part of the hairy caterpillar, which 
the cuckoo often takes tor its food 
_“ There feems to be no precife 
time fixed for the departure of 
young cuckoos, I believe they go 
off in fucceffion, probably as foon 
as they are capable of taking care 
of themfelves; for although they 
ftay here till they become nearly 
equal, in fize and growth of plu- 
mage, to the old cuckoo, vet in this 
very ftate the foftering care of the’ 
hedge-fparrew is not withdrawn from 
them. IL have frequently feen the 
young cuckoo of fuch a fize, that 
the hedge-fparrow has perched on 
its back, or half-expanded wing, ip 
order to gain futhicient elevation to 
put the food into its mouth, At 
this advanced ftage, I believe that 
young cuckoos procure fome food 
for themfelves ; like the young rock, 
for inftance, which in part feeds it- 
feif, and is partly fed by the old 
ones till the approach of the pair- 
ing feafon. If they did not f° off 
sould 


in fucceffion, it is probable we 


fee them in large numbers by the 
middle of Auguift; for as they are 
to. be found in great plenty, when 
in a neftling ftate, they muft now 
appear very numerbus, fince all ot 
them muft have quitted the neft 
before this time. But this is not 
the cafe; for they are not more 
numerous at any  feafon than the 
parent birds are in the months of 
May and June. ; 

© The fame inftinctive impulle 
which direéts the cuckoo to depofit 
her eggs in the nefts of other birds, 
direéts her young one to throw out 
the eggs and young of the owner 
of the neft, The fcheme of nature 

wo 
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would be incomplete without it; for pleafure, complied with. your re- 
it would be extremely difficult, if queft; and here lay before you fuch 
not impoflible, for the little birds, obfervations as I have hitherto been 
deftined to find fuccour for the capable of making on the natural 
ewkoo, to find it alfo for their riltory of the cuckoo; and fhould 
éwn young ones, after a certain they throw fome light on a fubject 


i eee 


iod ; nor would there be room that has long lain in ebfcurity, 1 


ome whole to inhabit the neft. 


fhall not think my time has been ill 


« Thus, fir, 1 have, with much employed.” 





Application of FRIGORIFIC MIXTURES toufeful Purpofes, 


[Extracted from the Account of Experiments on the Produétion of 
Arriricrat Coin, by Mr. Richarp Waker, Apothecary to the 


Ratcliffe Infirmary at Oxford.) — 


{From the fame Work.] 


“ [ROM the obvious applica- 

tion of artificial frigorific 
wixtures to ufeful purpofes, in hot 
climates efpecially, where the in- 
habitants fcarcely know by the fenfe 


of feeling winter from fummer, it 


may not be amifs to hint at the 
eafieft and moft economical method 
of ufing them. For moft inten- 
tions, perhaps, the following cheap 
ones may be fufficient: of ftrong 
vitriolic acid, diluted with an equal 
weight of water, and cooled to the 
temperature of the air, any quan- 
tity; add to this an equal weight of 
vitriolated natron in powder: this 
is the proportion when the tempe- 
rature fet out with is + 50°, and 
and will fink the therniometer 
to 5°; if higher, the quantity of 
the falt oan be proportionably 
increafed. The obvious and be 
method of finding the neceffary 
quantity of any falt, to produce the 
greateft effect, by folution in any li- 
quid, at any given temperature, is 
by adding it gradually until the ther- 
mometer ceafes to fink, ftirring the 
mixture all the while. 


‘If amore intenfe cold be required, 
double aqua fortis, as it is called, may 
be ufed ; vitriolated natron, in pow- 
der, added to this, produces very 
nearly as much cold as when added to 
the diluted nitrous acid: it requires 
a rather larger quantity of the falt 
at the temperature of 4+ 50°, about 
three parts of the falt to two parts 
of the acid: it will fink the ther- 
mometer from this temperature 
nearly to o, and the confequence of 
more falt being required is, its re- 
taining the cold rather longer. This 
mixture has one great recormmenda- 
tion, a faving of time and trouble. 
A little water in a phial, immerfed 
in a fmall tea-cup of this mixture, 
will be foon frozen in fummer ; 
and if the falt be added, in cryftals 
unpounded, to double aqua fortis, 
even at a warm temperature, the 
cold produced will be fufficient to 
freeze water or creams: but if di- 
luted with one-fifth its weight of 
water, and cooled, it is about equal 
to the diluted nitrous acid above 
mentioned, and requires the fame 
proportion of the falt. A mixture 

i2 of 










of vitriolated natron and diluted 
nitrous acid funk the thermometer 
from -+- 70° (temperature of air and 
i jents) to + 10°. 

« The cold in any of thefe mix- 
tures may be kept up a long time, 

occafional additions of the ingre- 
dients in the proportions mentioned. 
A chemift would make the fame ma- 
terials ferve his purpofe repeatedly. 

« Kqual parts of murtated am- 
monia and nitrated kalt in powder, 
make a cheap and convenient com- 

ofition for producing cold by fo- 
wea in water: it will, by the 
following management, freeze wa- 
ter or creams at Midfummer. 

“ June 12, 178, a very hot day, 
| poured four ounces, Wine meature, 
of pump-water, at the temperature 
of so’ (it is well known that water 
at iprings retains nearly the fame 
teinperature winter and luimmer, Viz. 
about 50°, to which temperature the 
water may be reduced during the 
warmeft weather, by pumping off 
fome firft) upon three ounces, avoir- 
dupois weight of the above powder 
(previoufly cooled by immerfing the 
vefiel contaming it in other water at 
so°), and after ftirring the mixture, 
its temperature was 14°; fome water 
contained in a fimall phial, immerfed 
in this mixture, was confequently 
foon frozen. ‘This folution was af- 
terwards evaporated to drynefs, in 
anearthen veflel, reduced to pow- 
der, and added to the fame quanti- 
ty of water, under the fame cir- 
cumtt ances as be fore, when it again 
funk the thermometer to 14°. Since 
that time I have repeatedly ufed a 
eompofition of this kind for the 
purpofe of producing cold, without 
obferving, any diminution in its ef- 
fect after many evaporations. The 
eold may be aconomically Kept up 
and regulated any length of time, by 
eccafionally pouring off theclear fa- 
turated 'iquor, and adding frefh wa- 
er, obferving to fupply it conftant- 
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ly with as much of th 
it will diffolve. Bite: 
‘* ‘The degree of cold at which 
water begins to freeze, has been 
obterved to vary much; but thee 
iz might be cooled twenty - two 
degrees below its freezing point 
as perfectly unknown to me until 
lately. I filled the bulb of two 
thermometers, one with the pureft 
rain-water I could procure, the othes 
with pump-water; the water was 
then made to boil in each, until one- 
third only remained: thefe were 
kept in a frigorific mixture, at the 
temperature of + 10°, for a much 
longer time than F thought ne. 
ceflary to cool. the water to the 
fame temperature ; and by repeated 
trials I found it was neceflary to 
lower the temperature of the mix- 
ture to near -+- 5°, to make the 
water in either of them freeze, 
Thefe were likewife fufpended out 
of doors, clofe to a thermometer, 
during the late froft, and the water 
never obferved frozen. On March 
the 22d, at fix i the mornimg, the 
water m each remained unfrozen, 
though the tubes were gently 
fhaken, the thermometer ftanding at 
that timeat 23°. There appeared to 
be little difference with refpeé to 
the degree of cold neceffary to freeze 
the water, whether the tube of the 
thermometers were open or clofed 
in vacuo (which was very nearly 
effeéted by” fuffering the water to 
bail up to the orifice of the tube, 
and then fuddenly fealing it), or not, 
but unboiled water in the fanse fitu- 
ation froze in a higher tempera 
ture. 
“ It is commonly fuppofed, I 
believe, that gentle agitation of any 
kind will difpofe wi (cooled be- 
Icey its freezin int) to 
ice; but I wel Kepeatedly — 
ain-water and pump-water, bol 
a long time, and unboiled, ™ > 
veflels, to 30°, or lower; “ 
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conftantly, fucceeded, after trying 
other kinds of agitation in vain, by 
ftirring, or rather fcraping gently, 
the bottom and fides of the veflel con- 
taining the water to be frozen, when 
after fome fhort time {mall filaments 
of ice appeared, and by continuing 
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this motion about every part of the 
vetlel beneath the furface of. the wa- 
ter, about two-thirds of the water 
commonly froze. A flender, point- 
ed glafs rod I ufed for this pur- 


pofe.” 





The TARTAR Method of making KOUMISS; with its Ufe in 


Medicine. 


[Extracted from the Transactions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh.) 


4 H E following method of 

making koumifs, is that 
which I adopted In my own practice 
with fuccefs, It is common among 
the Bafchkir Tartars, who inhabit 
that part of the government of Oren- 
bourg which lies between the rivers 
Kama and Volga. It was commu- 
nicated to me by a Ruffian nobleman, 
in whofe cafe I was confulted, and 
who was the firft who made ufe of 
it by my advice, He went into that 
country on purpofe to drink it ; and, 
as he refided for fome time there, he 
could not be miftaken with refpect 
to the procefs. 

“ Take of frefh mares milk, of 
one day, any quantity; add to it a 
fixth part of water, and pour the 
mixture into a wooden veflel; ufe 
then, as a ferment, an eighth part of 
the foureft cows milk that can be 
got ; but, at any future preparation, 
afmall portion of old koumifs will 
better an{wer the purpofe of fouring ; 
cover the veffel with a thick cloth, 
and fet it in a place of moderate 
warmth ; leave it at reft twenty-four 
hours, at the end of which time, 
the milk will have become four, and 
a thick fubftance will be gathered on 
the top; then, with a ftick, made 
at the lower end in the manner of 


a churn-ftaff, beat it, till the thick 
fubftance above mentioned be blend- 
ed intimately with the fubjacent 
fluid; in this fituation, leave it again 
at reft for twenty-four hours more ; 
after which, pour it into a higher 
and narfower veflel, refembling a 
churn, where the agitation muft be 
repeated, as before, till the liquor 
appear to be perfectly homogeneous; 
and, in this ftate, it is called kou- 
mifs; of which the tafte ought to be 
a pleafant mixture of {weet and four. 
Agitation muft be employed every 
time before it be ufed. 

‘« To this detail of the procefs, 
he fubjoined, that, in order to obtain 
milk in fufficient quantity, the Tar- 
tars have a cuftom.of feparating the 
foal from the mare during the day, 
and allowing it to fuck during the 
night. And, when the milk is to 
be taken from the mare, which is 
generally about five times a-day, 
they always produce the foal, on 
the fuppofition, that fhe yields her 
milk more copioufly when it is pres 
fent. 

«“ Tothe above method of mak- 
ing koumifs, which I have tranf- 
lated as literally as poffible from the 
original Ruffian manufcript now in 
my pofleflion, I will add fome par- 

J 3 ticulars, 
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nications with which I was favour- 
ed by Tartars themfelves. For 
_though I think no addition necefla- 
ry to render it either more fimple or 
more intelligible, yet I think it my 
duty to with-hold nothing which 
may, in any wife, throw light.on fo 
effential a part of my fubject. © 

«© According to the account of a 
Tartar, who lived to the fouth-eaft 
of Orenbourg, the proportion of 
milk and fouring ought to be the 
fame as above; only, to prevent 
changing the veffel, the milk may 
be put at once into a pretty high and 
narrow vetlel; and, in order to ac- 
celerate the fermentation, fome 
warm milk may be added to it, and, 
if neceflary, more fouring. 

“ From a Tartar whom I met 
with at the fair of Macarieff upon 
the Volga, and from whom I pur- 
chafed one of the leathern bags 
which are ufed by the Kalmucks for 
the preparations and carriage of their 
koumits, I learned, that the pro- 
cefs may be much fhortened by heat- 
ing the milk before the fouring be 
added to it, and as foon as the parts 
begin to feparate, and a thick fub- 
{tance torife to the top, by agitating 
it every hour, or oftner. In this 
way, he made tome in my prefence 
in the {pace of twelve hours. I leain- 
edalfo, that it wascommon, among 
fome ‘Tartars, to prepare it in one 
day during fummer, and that with 
only two or three agitations ; but 
that in winter, when, from a defi- 
ciency of mares milk, they are ob- 
lived to add a great proportion of 
that of cows, more agitation and 
more time are neceflary. And though 
it iscommonly ufed within a few 
days after the preparation, yet, 
when well fecured in clofe veffels, 
and kept ina clofe place, that it may 
be preferved for three months, or 
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ticulars, taken from other commu- even more, 


without any inj 
its qualities. Y MmyUy to 

“* He faid farther, that the aca 
fermentation might be produced 
four milk, as above, by a four paite 
of rye-flour, by the rennet of a 
lamb’s ftomach, or, what is more 
common, by a portion of old koy. 
mifs; and that, in fome laces, they 
faved much time, by ad ing the new 
milk to a quantity of that alread 
fermented, on being mixed wich 
which, it very foon undergoes the 
vinous change. It was according to 
the firft procefs, however, that all 
the koumifs which I have employed 
in medicine was prepared. 

** From all thefe accounts, ita 
pears, that three things are effential 
to the vinous fermentation of milk. 
Thefe are heat, fouring, andagita- 
tion. Heat is neceflary to every ipe- 
cies of fermentation, and fouring is 
perhaps not lefs fo, though not in 
fo fentible a degree as in the prefeng 
cafe: but the chief art of ferment: 
ing milk confifts in agitation, This 
laft circumftance has wholly efcaped 
the attention of chemifts, notwith- 
ftanding it appears to be confonant 
with the operations of nature in 
other fpecies of fermentation. In 
fermenting vegetable juicys and in- 
fufions, nature has no need of the 
afliftance of art; the intefline mo- 
tion which accompanies the fermen- 
tation is fufficient to produce the de- 
gree of agitation which feems necel- 
fary to keep the parts of the fluid in 
mutual contact, or to fit them for 
mutual aétion. Milk, on the con- 
trary, isno fooner foured than a {e- 
paration of its parts takes place ; the 
cream rifes to the top, while the 
cheefe either falls to the bottom, oF 
is fufpended in the whey. When 
thefe parts are brou ht, however, 
into clofe contaét with one ee: 
by agitation, and this repeat se 
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proper intervals, a vinous liquor is 
uced; of the medical virtues of 
which 1 fhall now treat. 

« From the time I had heard of 
koumifs, I had conceived an opi- 
nion of its importance inthe cure of 
certain difeafes. I judged, that a 

ration of milk, which could 
not be curdled by the juices of the 
ftomach, while, at the fame time, it 

fed all its nutritive qualities, 
with the fuperaddition of sitnaa: 
ed fpirit, might be of effential fer- 
vice in all thofe diforders wheve the 
body is defective either in nourith- 
ment or ftrength. 

“ The cafe of the above mention- 
ed nobleman, who communicated to 
me the firft proceis, cave me an op- 

tunity of trying how far my con- 
jectures were well founded. He was 
in that ftate which feemed to me 
ftrongly to indicate the ufe of fucha 
medicine as koumifs. 1 according- 
ly advifed him to it. 

“ At twenty-fix years of age, he 
laboured under a complication of 
chronic complaints. A confirmed 
lues venerea, injudicioully treated, 
with three fucceflive falivations by 
mercury, added to bad management 
of himi¢if under thefe, had given 
rife to his difeafe. His body was 
much emaciated ; his face was of a 
livid yellow colour ; his eyes were 
funk, and round his eye-lids was a 
Wark fade; he felt a fevere pain in 
ins breaft, and that was accom pail- 
ed with a confiderable cough and 
mucous expectoration ; his appetite 
and digeftion were greatly impaired ; 
he had frequent tremblings and faint- 
mgs; he began to feel the fymp- 
toms of hectic fever. In a word, 


his whole appearance was confump- 
tive, and he was fo weak that he re- 
quired afiiftance to get into the car- 
nage in which he was to be convey- 
ed iato Tartary, 
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« After drinking koumifS fix 
weeks only, he ‘returned perfectly 
free from all the above fymptoims, 
and was become fo plump and freth- 
coloured, that, at firft fight, it was 
with diticulty his friends could re- 
cognife him. As be did not come im- 
mediately to Nifchne Novogorod, 
where I then was, he wrote me a let- 
ter, the fubftance of which, as far 2s 
it is related to this fubjeét, I fhall 
give here. 

“ After telling me the fudden and 
remarkable change the koumifs had 
produced, during the firft few days ; 
that he ceaied tu be difturbed in his 
fleep; that his nervous and dy{pep- 
tic fvimptoms left him, that he fele 
as it hts veflels had been diftended 
with a fresh cooling liquor; that he 
became cheerful; that it ferved him 
both for food and drink; that 
though he ufed it to the quantity of 
a gallon and a half, and fometimes 
even more, in the twenty-fout 
hours, yet he always drank it with 
pleafure, and without intoxication 5 
that his body, during its ufe, was re 
gularly open; but that his urine 
was fo much increafed, that he wate 
ufually excited to make water every 
hour: he proceeded to exprefs him- 
felf in the following ftrong terms, 
which ferves to thew how much he 
had profited by it. 

“ I am difpofed to confider kon- 
«¢ mifs, (fays he) with all deference 
“ to you, as an univerfal medicine, 
‘‘ which will cure every difeafe, if 
** you do not chufe to except fever ; 
“ for] am perfuaded, that the moit 
«¢ fkilful phyfician, with all the 
«* drugsof thefhop, could not have 
“¢ reftored me to the health I now 
“¢ enjoy.” 

“ The next cafe in which it was 
employed, though not fo defperate 
as the former, gave fufficient proots 
of its nutritive and ftrengthening 
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ities. A lady, who had been 
witnefs to its uncommon etiicacy in 
the nobleman’s cafe above mention- 
ed, was encouraged to try it in her 
own. It was not convenient for her 
to go herfelf to Tartary, and there- 
fore fhe had it fent to her, well fe- 
cured in caads, during the autumn. 

«« She had been long fubject to a 
train of nervous” diforders. By 
thefe, fhe was much extenuated, 
and reduced to a ftate of extreme 
weaknefs andirritability. She ufed 
it for about a month, at the end of 
which time, the funétions of her 
nervous fyitem were reftored, and, 
with health and vigour, fhe acquir- 
ed a plumpnefs al frefh complexi- 
on. 

“© The following year, I refolved 
to try it at Nifchne-Novogorod un- 
der my own eye. As mares milk 
could not be obtained in futhcient 
quantity In town, it was made at 
the feat of a nobleman not far di- 
ftant, from which it was occafional- 
ly tranfported. The feafon was far 
advanced, however, before a cafe 
was prefented, in which its efficacy 
might be tried. At laft, about the 
middle of Auguft i782, I was con- 
fulted by the General Governor’s 
nephew. He had all the fymptoms 
of incipient phthitis ;_ pain of breaft, 
dry cough, o.cafional hemoptyfis, 
and great emagiation ; he was not, 
however, become heétic. His two 
elder brothe s had died of true pul- 
monary confumptions. He had tak- 
en much medicine, in a different 
part of the country, and had ob- 
ferved a very ftrict antiphlogiftic re- 

imen; but though milk had con- 
itituted the greateft part of his diet, 
et there were no figns of recovery. 
le drank koumifs for about two 
months only, and that in rather an 
unfavourable feafon ; but the con- 
fequence was, that all the above 


fymptoms difappeared, and his ficth 
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and ftrength returned; nor 
there any reafon to apprehend a re. 
lapfe, at the time I left that COUNs 
try. 

** About the fame time I advifed 
its ufe to another founy nobleman, 
who had tenet under an abfeefg 
in the left fide, about the region of 
the twelfth rib. As he had then re. 
fided in a reméte part of the country, 
no attention had been paid to it; on 
the contrary, by improper applica. 
tions, the fides of the ulcer were he. 
come hard. He had loft his tleth and 
ftrength; he had occafional faintings; 
and there were all the appearances 
of incipient heétic. By the ufe of 
koumits for about fix weeks, pros 
per chirurgical dreffings being a 
the fame time applied, his health 
was perfectly re-eftablithed. 

‘“* There were fome other cafes in 
which I employed it with equal 
fuccefs ; butof which, as being lefs 
important, I omit the detail. 

‘¢ All thofe who drank it agreed 
in faving, that, during its ufe, they 
had little appctite for food; that 
they drank it in very large quanti- 
ties mot only without difguft, but 
with pleafure ; that it rendered their 
veinsturgid, without producing lan- 
guor; that, on the contrary, they 
foon acquired from it an uncommon 
degree of {prightlinefs and vivacity ; 
that even in cafes of fome excefs, it 
was not followed by indigeftion, 
head-ach, or any of the fymptoms 
which ufually attend the abufe of 
other fermented liquors. To this 
mav be added, that the Bafchkir 
Tartars, who, towards the end of 
winter, are much emaciated, no 
fooner return in fummer to the ule 
of koumife, than they become 
{trong and fat. 

‘‘ From all thefe circumftances, 
I think myfelf entitled to infer, that 
this wine of mares milk may be ap- 
pllied to many of the purpofes of 

medi- 

















medicine. From the mild acid 
which it contains, may It not be con- 
fidered as a cooling antileptic? from 
its vinous fpirit, may it not become 
an ufeful itimulant, cordial, and 
tonic? and, from its oily and muct- 
jaginous parts, may it not prove a 
valuable article of nourifhment ? 
If chronic difeafes, as is generally 
allowed, depend on a debility of the 
folids; and if they are difficult of 
cure,becaufe the organs, which ought 
tofupply the body with nourifhment 
and iirength, do not only themfelves 

artake of the general weaknefs, 
but are too often, by the indigeft- 
ible nature of the food with which 
they are overcharged, {till more de- 
bilitated; may not a fubftance of 
eafy digeftion, which at once 
ftrengthens the ftomach and nou- 
rithes the body, become a powerful 
remedy in all fuch cafes ? 

“ Andit acute difeafes, efpecial- 
ly of the febrile kind, are frequently 
attended with fymptoms of we aknels 
aad putridity, may it not be found, 
from its antifeptic and tonic powers, 
to be an ufeful correétor of the one, 
and reftorative from the other ? 

“ May not the fudden change it 
produced, in the firft cafe, in the 
ftate of the patient’s feelings, and 
elpecially of his fleep, point it out 
as of ufe in all cafes of exceflive ir- 
ritability ? 

** May not the effect it had in 
reftoring his fttomach to its functions, 
recommend it in dyfpepfia? And 
may not the vigour and plumpnefs 
which enfued from its ufe, indicate 
it in cafes even of confirmed atro- 
phy ? 

** Have we not reafon to believe, 
that it may be ufed to advantage in 
the cure of nervous diforders in ge- 
neral, from the manner in which it 
operated in the fecond cafe? and in 
the incipient, perhaps even in the 
advanced ftages of phthjfis, from 
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the rapid and effectual change it oc- 
cafioned in the pulmonary fymps 
toms of the third ? 

** And may not its efficacy in the 
fourth cafe, encourage us to empl 
it in all cafes of fuppuration or ul- 
cer, in which the body is threaten- 
ed with heétic fever ? 

“© Whether all thefe queftions can 
be anfwered in the affirmative, muft 
be determined by future experience ; 
and, if they thould, perhaps the 
fearcity of mares milk in this coun- 
try would greatly circumfcribe its 
utility. 

“ Hence enquiries will naturally be 
made, whether other {pecies of milk 
admit of a fimilar vinous fermenta- 
tion, and what proportion of fpirit 
they contain. As thefe have never 
been the object, however, of my 
attention, I will here give the fub- 
{tance of what I have been able to 
learn from others refpecting that 
which is the moft common, the 
milk of cows. 

‘© Dr. Pallas, in the work above 
quoted, fays, that cows milk is alfo 
fuiceptible ot the vinous fermenta- 
tion, and that the Tartars prepare a 
wine from it in winter, when mares 
milk fails them ; that the wine pre- 
pared trom cows milk, they call 
airen; but that they always prefer 
koumifs when it can be got, as it is 
more agrecable, and contains a 
greater quantity of {pirit; that 
Koumifs on diftillation yields of a 
weak fpirit one third, but that ai- 
ren yields only two ninth parts of 
its whole quantity ; which {pirit they 
call Arika. 

‘* This account is confirmed by 
Oferethkowiky, a Ruflian, who ac- 
companied Lepechin, and other aca- 
demicians, in their travels through 
Siberia and Tartary. He publith- 
ed lately a differtation on the ardent 
fpirit to be obtained from cows 
milk. 

“ From 
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« From his experiments, it ap- 
that cow’s milk may be fer- 
mented with, or even without, four- 
ing, ided fufficient time and 
a Ein be employed ; that no fpi- 
tit could be produced from any one 
of its conftituent parts taken fepa- 
rately, nor from any two of them, 
uniels in as much as they were mix- 
ed with fome part of the third; 
that the milk, with all its parts in 
their natural proportion, was the 
moft productive of it ; that the clofer 
it was kept, or, which is the fame 
thing, the more difficultly the fixed 
air 18 allowed to efcape during the 
fermentation, (care beine taken, 
however, that we do not endanger 
the burfting of the vefiel), the more 
fpirit is obtained. Ste alfo informs 
us, that it had a fourer fmell before 
than after agitation ; that the quan- 
tity of fpirit was increafed, by al- 
lowing the fermented liquor to re- 
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pofe for fome time before diftitl. 
tion ; that from fix pints of mij 
fermented in a clofe veffel, and thus 
fet to repofe, he obtained three 
ounces of ardent fpirit, of which 
one was confumed in burning; byt 
that from the fame quantity of the 
fame milk, fermented in an Open 
veffel, he could fcarcely obtain one 
ounce, 

“* Thefe particulars of the fer. 
mentation of mares and cows 
milk, are an interefting addition to 
the facts concerning fermentation 
in general; a fubject fo very ob. 
feure and imperfectly underftood 
that I fhall not hazard anv remarks 
on it. My principal intention 
was, to point out to phyficians 
what appears to me a_ powerful 
means which may be employed by 
them on many occations in the cure 


of difeafes.’’ 





Curious Account of a BEE EATER. 


es E had in this village mare 


than twenty years ago, an 
idiot-boy, whom I well remember, 
who, from a child, fhewed a {trong 
ropenfity to bees; they were his 
Sok his amufement,. his fole ob- 
ject. And as people of this caft 
have feldom more than one point 
in view, fo this lad exerted all his 
few faculties on this one purfuit. In 
the winter he doftd away his time, 
within his father’s houle, by the 
fire fide, in a kind of torpid ftate, 
feldom departing from the chimney- 
comer ; but in the funmmer he was 





[From Wutre’s History of Se_rorne.] 


all alert, and in queft of his game 
in the fields, and on funny banks. 
Honey - bees, humble - bees, and 
waips, were his prey wherever he 
found them: he had no apprehen- 
fions from their ftings, but would 
feize them »udis manibus, and 2 
once difarm them ot their weapons, 
and fuck their bodies for the fake 
of their honey-bags. Sometimes 
he would fill his bofom between his 
fhirt and his fkin with a number of 
thefe captives ; and fometimes would 
confine them in bottles. He was % 
very merops apiafter, or ate * 
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and very injurious to men that kept 
bees ; for he would flide into their 
bee-gardens, and, fitting down be- 
fore their ftools, would rap with 
his finger on the hives, and fo take 
the bees as they came out. He has 
been known to overturn hives for 
the fake of honey, of which he 
was paflionately fond. Where me- 
theglin was making, he would lin- 
ger round the tubs and veffels, beg- 
ging a draught of what he called 
bee-wine. As he ran about, he 
ufed to make a humming noite with 
his lips, refembling the buzzing of 
hees. This lad was lean and {fal- 
jow, and of a cadaverous complexi- 
on; and, except in his favourite 
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rfuit, in which he was wonderful- 
y adroit, difcovered no manner of 
underftanding. Had his capacity 
been better, and direéted to the fame 
object, he had perhaps abated much 
of our wonder at the feats of @ 
more modern exhibiter of bees; 
and we may juftly fay of him now, 


1m ee ee ee Thee, 
“ Had thy prefiding flar propitions fhene, 
« Should’ Wildman he — — — —," 


“ When a tall youth, he was 
removed from hence to a diftant 
village, where he'died, as I under- 
{tand, before he arrived at man- 
hood.”” ) 
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[From the fame Work.] 


“ E have remarked in a for- 

mer letter how much in- 
congruous animals, in a lonely ftate, 
may be attached to each other from 
a fpirit of fociality ; in this it may 
not be amifs to recount a different 
motive which has been known to 
create as ftrange a fondnefs. 

‘© My friend had a little helplefs 
leveret brought to him, which the 
fervants fed with milk in a fpoon, 
and about the fame time his cat 
kittened, and the young were dif- 
patched and buried. The hare was 
foon loft, and fuppofed to be gone 
the way of moft fondlings, to be 
killed by fome dog or cat. How- 
ever, in about a fortnight, as the 
mafter was fitting in his garden in 
the duik of the evening, he ob- 


— — —— — admorunt ubera tipres.” 


ferved his cat, with tail ereét, trot. . 
ting towards him, and calling with 
little thort inward notes of compla- 
cency, fuch as they ufe towards their 
kittens, and fomething gamboling 
after, which proved to be the leveret 
that the cat had fupported with her 
milk, and continued to fupport 
with great affection. 

+ Thus was a graminivorous ani- 
mal nurtured by a carnivorous and 
predaceous one ! 

«© Why fo cruel and fanguinary 
a beaft asa cat, of the ferocious ge- 
nus of feles, the murium leo, as 
Linnzus calls it, fhould be affeéted 
with any tendernefs towards an ani- 
mal which is its natural prey, is not 
fo eafy to determine. 

"This ftrange affection probably 
was 





a 






was occafioned by that defiderium 
thofe tender maternal feelings, which 


the lofs of her kittens had awaken- 


ed in her breaft; and by the com- 
b ecartry/ and eafe fhe derived to 
elf from the procuring her teats 
to be drawn, which were too much 
diftended with milk, till, from ha- 
bit, fhe became as much delighted 
with this foundling as if it had been 
her real offspring. 
“© This incident is no bad folu- 
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tion of that ftrange circum 
which grave hiftorians as = 
the poets affert, of expofed children 
being fometimes nurtured by female 
wild beafts that probably had lof 
their young. For it is not one whit 
more marvellous that Romulus and 
Remus, in their infant ftate, thould 
be nurfed by a fhe wolf, than that 
a poor little fucking leveret thould 
be foftered and cherithed by a bloody 
grimalkin. 


— —— — — “ yiridi fetam Mavortis in antro 

« Procubuiffe lnpam: yeminos huic ubera circum 
« Ludere pendentes pucros, et lambere matrem 
«* Impavidos; illam tereti cervice reflexam 

** Mulcere alternus, et corpora fingere lingui.” 
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Comparifon of the Maritime Commerce of CASTILE and ARAGON, 
with that of EN GLAND in the Thirteenth Century, 


[From the Supplement to the Second Volume of Dion's Hiftory of 
the Reign of Perer tae Creve.) 


« ZVNONSIDERING the preced- 

ing work as not merely con- 
fined to trace the cataftrophe of the 
unfortunate Peter, king of Caftile 
and Leon; but moreover intended 
to exemplify the manners of the 
ace; 1 have already, as a further 
illuftration of the times, annexed a 
tranfient view of the zrts and ma- 
nufactures, as well as the ftate of 
commerce in the Mediterranean, 
with re{pect to the two rival powers 
of Caftile and Aragon. To this 
ftatement it feems a natural pro- 
greflion to offer a few words con- 
cerning the fettlement and mer- 
cantile tranfactions of the Spaniards 
in England, with which I fhiall clofe 
my obiervations on that period of hif- 
tory. I am indebted for thefe de- 
tails to that enlightened academi- 
can Don Antonio de Campmani, 
whofe Memoirs on the Commerce 
of Barcelona, I have already had 
ocalion to mention with great fa- 
usfaction. Without following lite- 


tally what he has faid on this head, 
the reader will confider the fubjeét 
mstter of this information as a- 
rifing from that learned and well- 
iuformed writer, whom I have not 





followed Iiterally, nor merely as 2 
tranflator ; while I readily acknow- 
ledge the extent of the obligation, 
of which I claim no other merit 
than transferring its fubftance inta 
our language. 

“ The mercantile fpirit, he af- 
ferts, which animated the different 
{fates of the Mediterranean to make 
long voyges, and frequent the ports 
of England and Flanders, was con- 
{prcuous in the thirteenth century, 
and no where with more aétivit 
than among the Spaniards. Wit 
refpe&t to England, moft of the 
trade was carried on there by foreign- 
ers; fuch as the Lombards, the 
Hans Towns, and the Catalonians, 
who enriched themfelves by the ac- 
tivity of their commerce, being the 
carriers of their products and fuper- 
fluities, and taking home returnsan 
their own veffels. 

« The firft treaty of commerce 
of the Englith, according to their 
own hiftorians, was about the year 
1217, with Haquin, king of Nor- 
way; but the Englith did not ven- 
ture to trade there with their own 
fhips till the beginning of the four- 
teenth century, Nor was their flag 
known - 











known in the Mediterranean till the 
end of the enfuing century; though 
according to Anderfon, in his Hif- 
tory of Commerce, they nad jatel 
beloud acquainted, and were ad. 
mitted into the ports of Catftile and 
Portugal. However it is evident, 
that the firft fettled trade of Eng- 
Jand in the Levant is not of a higher 
date than the beginning of the fix- 
teenth century. In the year 1511, 
and the following, and in 1:74, a 
fleet of merchant flips, from Lon- 
don, Southainpton, and Briftol, 
failed for Sicily, Candia, Cyprus, 
Scio, Tripoli, and Baruth, and o- 

ned a trade for their cloth, cot- 
ton ftuffs, and other wares; bring- 
ing back in return Greek wines, 
camblets, filks, oil, cotton, and car- 

ts. But the dis‘ trade to Con- 
Rantivople, and other ports of Tur- 
key, was not Known to them be- 
fore the vear 15901 nor to the Dutch 
til 10182, at which period the States 
General of the United Provinces 
made their firft treaty of commerce 
with the Grand Signior. 

‘““ How different is the prefent 
fituation of England! Prior to the 
reign of Edward III. all their raw 
wool (fuch fmall quantities excepted 
as were worked up for abfolute ufe 
at home), was fold to the Flemings 
and Lambards, who were the car- 
siers, and difperfed it over Europe. 
Notwithftanding the pains taken by 
Edward IIT. to increafe his manu- 
factures at home, by inviting weav- 
ers from Flanders to fettle in his 
dominions, ftill a long time paffed 
before the Englith fent their own 
manufactures to foreign markets ; 
fo that the exportation of wool re- 
mained a confiderable branch of 
their commerce: and, according to 
the reprefentations of Hume, the 
manufactures of England in 1327, 
were in a very backward and unim- 
proved ftate, and in ho degree coiti- 
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rable with the ingenuit ; 
Fatty of the Plesnlags. shee 

rT The bad policy of England at 
that time, wilh evince the flow pro. 
grefs of their manufactures, Dur. 
ing the whole courfe of the four. 
teenth century, they had no other 
exports than raw wool, leather, but. 
ter, tin, and lead, and a few other 
raw materials ; wool being the chief 
export, of which, one year with 
another, there were fent abroad a. 
bout thirty thoufend facks, which, 
at five pounds fterling each, amount. 
ed to one hundred and fifty thon. 
fand of that currency ; which would 
be, according to the prefent value 
of money, four hundred and fifty 
thoufand pounds, Befide thefe con- 
fiderations, many others militated 
againft the increafe of their com- 
merce. Edward, it is true, had 
encouraged foreign workmen, and 
prohibited the wear of other arti- 
cles but fuch as were made in his 
dominions ; yet the parliament pro- 
hibited the exportation of their own 
manufactures ; which, befide being 
a check upon their foreign trade, 
implied a grofs contradiction, fince 
they {till permitted the exportation 
of wool. Another aét was nade in 
1377, equally repugnant to na 
tional induttry ; that was, the pro- 
hibiting the exportation of iron. 

«© Till that time their meafares 
feemed fatal to commerce, and in- 
aufpicious to every branch of its 

ogrefs. In 1264, Henry, eldeft 
fon of the .earl of Leicefter, who 
had ufurped the crown, made a mo- 
nopoly of all the wools of England, 
the only valuable article that fu 

rted any trade againft her rivals 
On the other hand, the inhabitants 
of the cinque ports abandoned them- 
felves during thofe troubles to the 
moft flagrant ats of piracy: thet 
plundered and burnt the fhips of a 


nations that camte within their e 
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ond murdered their crews; fo that 
tex coafts were deferted, and no 
traders would venture to eater their 

s. This made the price of fo- 
reign articles rife to an nnmoderate 
height; and the Englith being ig- 
norant of the art of dying, were 
obliged to wear their cloth in its 
firft rude ftate; at fo low a pitch 
was induftry and ingenuity at that 
time amongft them. 

«“ To thefe impediments may be 
added, the tvranny of the feudal 
laws, the inteftine divifions in the 
kingdom, the irruption of the 
Danes, and other northern pirates ; 
all which tended to cover the ifland 
with a veil of barbarifm and igno- 
rance. The continuation of their 
broils after the Norman conqueft, 
their wars in France in fupport of 
their pofleffions, and claims on the 
remainder, were invincible obftacles 
to a regular fyitem of commerce, 
no lefs than the divifions of the 
houfes of York and Lancaiter, 
which deluged the kingdom in blood 
till the end of the fifteenth century ; 
fo that the Englifh nation were the 
lait to acquire a proper fyftem of 
national commerce, and avail them- 
felves of the ‘advantages arifing 
from induftry and their infular fitu- 
ation. 

“ The navigation from the Me- 
diterranean to England, which farft 
began about the end of the thir- 
teenth century, muft have been ex- 
tremely hazardous, as well from the 
length of the voyage, as from the 
entrance of the Channel at the time 
when navigation was fo imperfect ; 
exclufive of the depravity of the 
Englith, who wanted to trade to 
foreign ports, but would not fuffer 
foreigners to come peacably to 
theirs. ‘The annals of the four- 


teenth century, abound with re- 
cords and letters of the kings of 
England to the fovereigns of Caf- 
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tile, France, Portugal, Aragon, and 
Majorca, and to the republics of Ve- 
nice and Genoa, giving fatisfactor 
aniwers to the complaints of thofé 
penress for the repeated infults offered 
y Englith thips to the veffels of thofe 
fiates that frequented their. ports, or 
went to thofe of Flanders. Amongit 
many others which we could offer, 
we thail only produce the following. 

** In 1333, Edward III. wrote to 
Alonfo IV. king of Aragon, who 
had given letters of repriials to his 
fubjects, to indemnify them for the 
damages they had. fuffered in the 
Channel by Englith veffels, which 
had plundered them of their ef- 
fects, that he could not be an- 
fwerable for the unwarrantable aéts 
of independent pirates. 

“ In 1336 the Genoefe petition- 
ed for the reftitution of a valuable 
cogg, loaded with rich merchan- 
dize from the Eaft, of the value of 
fourteen thoufand four hundred 
marks fterling, which had been 
plundered in the Channel by the 
commander of an Englifh fquadroa, 
contrary to the fafe-conduct granted 
to the republic. 

‘* As a further proof of the con- 
fequence of the trade carried on 
by the Catalans in the Mediterra- 
nean, their records prove, that even 
in 1331, the port of Barcelona could 
fit out veflels of three decks, with 
soo men on board, and various 
caftles on their decks. The origi- 
nal contract for fuch a veffel, is ttl 
extant jn their archives, in which 
the articles of agreement are ftated 
between the magiftcates of Barcelo- 
na on the one part, and three mer- 
chants on the other; in which the 
latter let out to hire a large cogg, 
fitted out as a privateer, to cruile 
againft the Genoefe, and to carry 
five hundred men. Among other 
ftores, fhe had three thoufand one 
hundred and fixty-fix new asrows, 


forty 
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forty large fpears, three hundred 
and fifty-feven middie-fized {pears, 
fixteen pikes for boarding the ene- 
my, three hundred crofs-bows, fixty- 
eight paveys, forty-nine new hel- 
mets and fifty-feven old ones, forty- 
two cuirafles, forty-three gorgets, 
feventeen chefts of bows and ar- 
rows, fourteen anchors, fix pair of 
colours, fifty-three oars, woth an 
infinite number of warlike ftores, 
to the amount of feven thoufand 
five hundred and twenty articles. 

“ In 1352 the fame king Edward 
was obliged to give fatisfaction to 
the fenate of Mita, for ene of their 
fhips taken by a pirate on the coatt 
of Sandwich. Rymer furnifhes in 
every page a variety of inftances of 
fimilar condué on the part of ana- 
tion, which, though at that time 
ferocious and inhofpitable, has fince, 
not only humanized itfelf in a 
fuperio: degree, but given laws to 
the arts, and to political refinement, 
as well as to patriotifm, and intro- 
duced wifdom and philofophy into 
their fenate. 

“¢ The Spaniards were not behind 
hand in availing themfelves of the 
ignorance and rudenefs of the Eng- 
lith. They had even formed etfta- 
blifhments in England fo early as 
the clofe of the thirteenth century ; 
for when the famous aflembly of 
arbitrators was convened in Lon- 
don in 1303, as mentioned in'Coke’s 
Inftityses, (Inftitute iv. p. 142.) 
to decide on the differences between 
king Edward and Philip the Fair of 
France, refpecting the dominion of 
the Channel, we find, among the 
different arbitrators then fettied in 
England, who were added to the 
bifhops, lords, and others appoint- 
ed for the purpofe, the Spanith 
merchar@s were equally nominated. 
Before this period we find, under 
Edward Il. that the Speniards are 
particularly taken notice of in the 


charter granted by that prince 
mentioned by Rymer, tom : 
oan . - lh. part 
iil, Pp. 1s. for foreigners of differ 
ent nations to trade in his domi. 
nions ; though this licence was only 
allowed to thiem as wholefale traders, 
and not to open fhops, {pices and 
ae excepted, which they might 
ealin by retail. It does not a 

ar that the Spaniards thus fettled 
in England, had confuls for the 
protection of their trade, but that 
all differences arifing in the fairs 
and markets, were fettled bya jury 
compofed of a certain number of 
foreigners and natives, who judged 
of the fame a cording to the laws 
and cuftoms of the land, the partis 
cular documents of which are {peci- 
fied in the Foedera. 

“ From hence we may draw a 
fair conclufion of the fhare of the 
{pice trade, which the Spaniards 
carried on in England at that time, 
in competition with the Venetians 
and Genocte, which will fhew the 
activity of their merchants, and how 
well adapted the mercantile fpirit 
was to their character, induftrious 
habits, and purfuits. 

‘¢ It is allowed. that the Florens 
tines were the firft bankers and ne- 
gociators who yot pofleffion of ail 
money tranfactions ; but returns is 
thofe days were generally made by 
barter, and foreigners carried off 
the raw materials of the country, 
which the inexperience of the Eng: 
lifh prevented them from working 
up iato manufactures in their own 
country. 

“© Wool being the principal fta- 
ple of the kingdom from the thir- 
teenth century, the Englifh were 
fo little verfed in the principles of 
commerce, thet the fairs for the 
fate of this article were held out of 
their own country, and kept m the 
city of Antwerp in Brabant, whieh 
was the general warehoufe and de- 
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pofit where the Englith factors 
tranfa¢ted their bufinefs. It was 

rds removed to St. Omer’s, 
from whence they ufed to refort to 
the famous fairs at Lifle in Flan- 
ders; and finally, in 348, under 
Edward 11]. who was not much 
wifer than his predeceffor, the ge- 
neral ftaple was removed to Calais, 
where the Englifh difpofed of their 
wool, hides, tin, leather, and fuch 
few manufactured goods as they 
were able to execute; the makers 
not even underftanding the policy 
of fixing the ftaple at home, and 
drawing every advantage from the 
influx of foreigners, and compcti- 
tion among themfelves, to the ge- 
neral advantage and benefit of the 
kingdom. 

“In the fifteenth century the 
merchants of Aragon purfued their 
trade with England with no lefs 
vigour than heretofore. In the firft 
place, Henry V. ordered letters pa- 
tent to be made out in 1418, in fa- 
vour of the fubjeéts of the crown 
of Aragon who fhould come into 
his ports with their veffels and mer- 
chandize, allowing them fafe-con- 
duct, and every kind of prote¢tion 
and comfort. Theit commerce 
with England muft have been con- 
fiderable, and their purchafes of 
wool very great, as they were at 
that time experienced manufac- 
re and dexterous in makin ¢ 

ne cloth; more icular 
the citizens of mechchenes an hota 
a record is ftill extant of 1446, 
wherein the magiftrates of that city 
fent inftrugtions to their agent in 
mdon to purchafe four hundred 
tals of the fineft wool, in which 
prices.and qualities are particu- 
larly adverted to, with direétions to 
bay the fame ten per cent. cheaper 
than the former year ; and that, to 
prevent deception, the wool was to 
femain on account of the feller, 
1788. 
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from the time of fhipping till it 
was unloaded in Barcelona. 

** In confirmation of the above 
fact, the municipal archives of Bar- 
celona, are poflefied of a record, re- 
lating tothe return of a galleafs from 
London to Barcelona, laden with two 
hundred and fifty facks of wool, which 
were diftributed to different manu- 
facturers, to be made up into cloth, 
and fent back to England for fale. 

“ Among the fubfiiies granted 
by parliament to Henry VI.in tas:, 
there was a tax of fixteen fhillings 
on every foreigner fettled in Eng- 
land, and fix fhillings upon travel- 
lers, who went into different parts 
of the country. The Catalonians 
ftill purfued their mercantile fyftem 
there; but they probably dwindled 
towards the clofe of that century, 
when the Englifh began to attempt 
a navigation in the Mediterranean 
with their own veflels, By a treaty 
agreed on between Henry VII. and 
the republic of Florence in 1490, it 
was ftipulated, that none but Eng- 
lith fubjeéts fhould henceforward 
import wools in their own bottoms 
into the territories of the republic ; 
and that the ftaple fhould be held 
in the port of Pifa; in confequence 
of which, it was fettled tliat no fo- 
reigner fhould ex wool from 
England, except the Venetians ; to 
whom this favour was granted, as 
may be feen in Rymer, to ferve 
them in part return of their an- 
nual fleets ; and therefore they were 
allowed to carry away fix hundred 
facks only as a fupply for their own 
manufaétures. 

«© From that period the Englifh 
fhipping began to extend itfelf, and 
their merchants explored feas and 
harbours where hitherto their flag 
had not been known; yet in Henry 
VIII.’s time, their direét commerce 
northward did not extend itfelf fur- 
ther than the coafts of Flanders 
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and its appurtenances. The mer- 
chants of thofe ftates bought the 
goods of the Englifh, and we ger 
them over Germany, which held 
the Flemings in a kind of depen- 
dency onthe Englifh. When it hap- 

ned to be broken in 1520, the 
Pideniags were forbidden from pur- 
chafing the manufactures of Eng- 
land. The confequence was fatal to 
England: manufactures declined ; 
indigence and mutiny followed in 
different parts of the kingdom; the 
foreign workmen were more expert 
than the Englifh: animofity rofe to 
a ftill higher pitch againft all ftrang- 
ers who had obtained a fettlement 
amongft them. Their numbers 
were fo great, according to Hume, 
that when Henry VIII. ordered 
them to quit the kingdom, fearful 
of their attachment to queen Ca- 
therine, they confifted of fifteen 
thoufand people. 

«* In proot of the backwardnefs 
of the Englith trade, compared 
with that of the Spaniards at the 
period now under confideraticn, it 
is eae nt from fecords, that, while 
the Caftilians and Aragonefe had va- 
rious treaties of commerce with fo- 
reign potentates, the Englith had no 
treaty for that purpofe with any Eu- 
ropean power or fiate, prior to that 
firft mentioned under queen Mary 
with the czar of Mufcovy, to open a 
communication with Archangel. In 
Flizabeth’s days, manufaAlureswere 
in general of {uch inferior tafte and 
workmanihip, that foreign goods 


were in a manner conftantly prefer. 
red. In 1°67, the fame hiftorian 
(fume) informs us, that in London 
alone, the number of foreign work. 
men amounted to four thoufand 
eight huadred and fifty people, of dif. 
ferent nations, of which three thou. 
fand eight hundred and thirty eivht 
were Flemings, and only fifty eiht 
Scotchmen. The religious perfecu- 
tions, which happened foon after in 
France and Flanders, drove num. 
berlets artifts into England, which 
furnifhed them an afyiam ; the arts 
began to flourifh, manufaCtureswere 
.eftablifhed, and increafed to an 
amazing degree. 

«¢ Such was the ftate of commerce 
in England, apparently inferior in 
policy and extent, for acentury pre- 
vious and fucceflive to that of Caf 
tile and Aragon, at the period of Pe- 
ter the Cruel. The difcovery of 
America changed the face of affairs, 
The enterprifing genius of Crom- 
well gave further animation to 
the Britifh flag ; the act of naviga- 
tion covered the feas with her thip- 
ping, and in half a century the per- 
formed wonders. The fpirit of hi- 
berty and commerce eftablithed at 
the Revolution, raifed the"Britifh 
empire to a ftate of glory unparal- 
leled in hiftory ; her fenators were 
admired for their dignity, modera- 
tion, and wifdem; her fountains 
of juftice were celebrated for their 
purity ; and her aflluent eitizens a 
a manner engrofled the trade of the 
world.”’ 
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ANTIQUITY of the WOOLLEN MANUFACTURE in IRELAND, 
By the Eart of Cuarrtemonr. 


{From the TRrRaANsAcTIONS of 


« “WY HE following lines are taken 

from an old Italian poem, en- 
titled Dittamondi, and written by 
Fazio Delli Uberti, a nobleman of 
Florence, who, though certainly not, 
as fome fuppofe, contemporary with 
Dante, flourifhed not long after the 
death of that poet ; but, as the va- 
lue of the information contained in 
thefe lines principally depends upon 
the antiquity of the work, it may 
not be fuperfluous, as far as I am 
able,-to afcertain its date. 

“ In the nineteenth chapter of 
the fourth book, the author con- 
cludes a genealogical account of 
the kings of France with thefe 
hnes : 


Philippo di Valifo Sigro~ poi 
Et Giovan El Figtio!, del qual conchiudo 
Che con gran’ guerra tiene el Regno ancoi. 


“ From hence it appears certain, 
that, as John the fon of Philip 
of Valois is mentioned as the mo- 
narch then reigning, the poem 
muft have been compofed before the 
year 1364, in which year that prince 
died ; and fince we are farther in- 
formed that he ftill holds the king- 
dom with a mighty war, we may 
thence fairly conclude that the pub- 
lication was previous to the treaty of 
Bretigny in the year 136c. 

“ This whimfical yoem, which in 
point of language is of fuch authori- 
ty as to be cited by the authors of 
the Dictionary della Crufca, and is 
Written in terza rima, a fpecies of 
verification which Dante had then 
made fafhionable, contains an hif- 
torical and geographical account of 

the nations in the world, The 
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author, having travelled through 
England and Scotland, pafles into 
Ireland, a defcription of which 
country, and of its inkubitants, he 
begins as follows : 


Cap. xxvi. lib, iv. 


Simi'imente paffamo en Irlanda, 
La qual fra noi e degna de Fama 
Per le nobile Saie che ci manda. 


‘* Thefe lines appear to me to 
contain a full proof of a moft ex- 
traordinary fact. That Ireland 
fhould haves been already famous for 
her woollen manufactures fo earl 
as in the middle of the fourteent 
century, and fhould at that period 
have imported them into Italy, 
where the vent of thefe commodi- 
ties was even then fo fully eftablithed 
and the fuperiority of their fabric fo 
univerfally acknowledged, as to ren- 
der the country from whence they 
came degna de Fama, and entitle 
them to the epithet nobile, is a fact 
which, without a proof fo incontro- 
vertible as the teftimony of our au- 
thor, would never have been credit- 
ed; efpecially when we refleét that 
England was not then in pofleffion 
of any fuch commerce, fince we 
know, to a certainty, that Edward 
Il1.during whofe reign, many years 
before his death, the poem was un- 
doubtedly written, was the firft of 
our kings who effectually encourag- 
ed the Englifh to apply themfelves 
to the woollen manufacture. For, 


though there is no doubt that wool 
was wrought in England fo early as 
in the time of Richard I, and even 
earlier, yet is it more than probable 
that fuch manufaéture -was princi- 
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pally, 








ly, if not wholly, for home con- 

umption, as raw wool was at that 

time, and long after, the principal 
article of Englith experts and all 
our hiftorians agree in fixing the date 
of the woollen manufaéture in Eng- 
land, as an object of importance, to 
the year 1331, fifth of Edward III. 
in which year that wife monarch 
brought over from Flanders John 
Kemp, and feveral other Flemifh 
woollen weavers. Yet is it clear, 
from the above lines, that at this ve- 
ry period, Ireland was already in 
pofiefion of this branch of com- 
merce, and famous for her woollens, 
which fhe exported to diftant re: 
gipns, and fent even into Italy, at 
that time the moft polifhed of all 
European countries, and the moft 
eminent for trade and manufac- 
tures. 

«+ Saia is, in the dictionary della 
Crufca, explained to be Spezie di 
Panno lano fottile e leggieri. A de- 
{cription which anfwers to our ferge. 
And the epithet nobile ftrongly ex- 
prefles the excellence of the commo- 
dity, and the high repute in which 
it was held. It is remarkable that 
Irifh wool is ftill found to be better 
adapted to the conftruction of ferg- 
es, and the other articles of what is 
called new drapery, than to broad 
cloth. 

«¢ The following quotation from 
a very ancient Florentine account 
book, in the Dictionary della Cruf- 
ca, article Saia, is a further proof 
of the above-inentioned extraordi- 
nary fact. ‘* Per un Pezza di Saia 
«“ d’Irlanda per veftir della Moglie 
* d’Andrea.’? From hence alfo it 
apoears, that Irtth ferge was among 
the Italians an article of female drefs, 
a crcumftance which might induce 
us to fuppofe that the fabric was 
then of a finer and more delicate 
texture than what ts now made un- 
der that denomination, 
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es on remarkable 
conveyed in the lines above ci 
having induced me to examine = 
the ftate of the fact, I find that in 
times, very early indeed, Ireland 
was noted for her woollens, which 
were freely imported into England, 

eg In the reign of Henry ie who 
reigned from '216 to 1271, a duel 
was awarded and fought between 
Walter Blowberme, an a : 
and Hamon le Stare, the former 
having accufed the latter in having 
been partner with him in fteali 
clothes and other goods at Winchef- 
ter, whereof Hamon had for his 
fhare two coats, to wit, one of Irith 
cloth, and the other a party coat 
cloth of Abendon and Burrel of 
ign peet Vide Madox’s Hiftory of 
the Exc er, vol. i. SO. 

. That. in the time of Edward 
III. Irith frizes were freely import- 
into England, and even encouraged 
there, we learn from the eighth and 
laft {tatute of his reign, whereby it is 
enacted that no fubfidy nor aulnage- 
duty fhall be paid on clothscalled frize 
ware, which be made in Ireland, or 
in England of Irifh wool; becaufe 
thofe cloths did not obtain the length 
nor breadth ordained by the ftatute. 
Anderfon’s Commerce, vol i. page 
204- 

“ In a licence ted to the 
Pope’s agent, A. D. 1482, Am § 
Ric. II. for exporting into Italy cer- 
tain commodities cuftom-free, we 
find the following articles of Irith 
woollen, viz. five mantles of Irith 
cloth, one lined with green, one 
ruffet garment lined with Irih cloth. 
Rym. Foedera, vol. vii. page 136 

« By an act of parliament, fourth 
of Edward IV. it is enacted that no 
cloth of any other region but Wales 
and Ireland fhall be imported into 
England, excepting cloth taken at 


fea. Anderfon, vol. i. page Se 


























« From all —_ the pail oo 
ticularly fgom the geo 
Sener “ may fairly conclude 
that Ireland was poffeffed of an ex- 
trade in woollens r' a very 

iod, and long before that 
Pit wasan article of Englith 
export. Manufactures are flow in 
being brought to that degree of per- 
feétion which may render them an 
objeét coveted by diftant countries, 
efpecially where the people of thofe 
countries have arrived at a high de- 
of polifh: and if in the mid- 
fe of the fourteenth century the 
ferges of Ireland were eagerly fought 
after, and worn with a preference by 
the polifhed Italians, there can be 
no doubt that the fabric had been ef- 
tablifhed for a very long time before 
that period. Nay, we may perhaps 
be allowed to hazard a conjecture, 
which, however whimfica]l it may 
appear, is by no means ce ert 
that the wife Edward might have 
laboured to eftablith the woollen ma- 
nufacture among his Englith fubjects, 
in imitation of the Irifh, and in 
competition with the trade exten- 
fively carried on by a people, who, 
however erroneoufly, we are taught 
to believe were at that period little 
removed from a ftate of abfolute 
barbarity. For the native Irifh, up- 
on whom the afperfion principally 
falls, muft have had a fhare in this 
trattic, the Englith fettlers being too 
tew, and too much occupied by per- 
perpetual broils, to bes alone —— 
to an extenfive manufacture, Our 


author indeed himfelf in a great 
meafure contradiéts this calumny, 
and the character which he gives of 


the Irith in his time tends greatly to 
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diminifh that idea of barbarity which 
is ufually objected to them, 

Quefta Gente, benche moftra felvagia, 

EF per gli Monti la Contrada accierba, 
Nondimeno I’e dolcie ad cui |'afaggia. 

“ Fazio, or Bonifazio,  delli 
Uberti, grandfon to the celebrated 
Farinata, is fuppofed to have vi- 
fited in perfon moft of the countries 
he defcribes. His family, one 
of the moft illuftrious of Flo- 
rence, and head of the Ghibel- 
lines, having been driven into ba- 
nifhment by the oppofite faétion, 
he is faid to have taken advantage 
of this opportunity to indulge his 
tafte for travelling, and the Ditta. 
mondi is in effeét no other than.an 
account of his extenfive travels, to- 
gether with a fketch of the hiftory of 
the countries through which he patff- 
ed. Neither is there any reafon to 
doubt, that the author was actually 
in Ireland: mee ore acquaintance 
with that ifland appears not onlyfrom 
the accurate manner of his defcrip- 
tion, but more efpecially from his 
exprefsly telling us that he had him- 
felf feen there certain lakes, the pe- 
culiar qualities of which he minute- 
ly details—Qui vid’ io di pid natura 
Laghi. This laft circumftance I 
mention, as it ferves to thew that 
Ireland was then of fufficient note 
to induce a learned and illyftrious 
Italian, notwithftanding the dangers 
of the navigation, which he feeling- 
y defcribes, to vifit its remote 

ores. 

** The book from which thefe 
a are taken is extremely 

carce, being the firft printed edition 
of the Dittamondi, printed at Vi- 
cenza in the year 1474+ 
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The History of ARCHERY in IRELAND. 


[From Warxer’s Histrorricar Essay on the Drefs of the Ancient ana 
. Modern Irifh, &c.] 


Pp Erhaps archery can boaft as 
high an antiquity in Ireland, 

as in almoft any other nation of the 
earth. This will not be denied, if our 
obligations to the Eaft fhould be dd- 
mitted; for we find mention of 
bows and arrows in holy writ. Our 
old chroniclers number archery with 
the exercifes of the militia com- 
manded by the immortal Fin Mac 
Cumbal. And in other periods of 
Irith hiftory, equally dark, we can 
fometimes difcern pafling arrows 
iercing the gloom, Indeed, Spenfer 
to iniituate the early ufe of 
bows and arrows in Ireland, “ Alfo 


“ their fhort bows and little quivers, - 


*¢ with fhort bearded arrows, are 
** very Scythian.”? This fhort bow 
was certainly not borrowed from 
the Englifh, amongit whom the 
crofs and long bow only were in 
ufe. Yet we have good reafon to 
think, that arehery was totally dif- 
ufed in Ireland at the time of the 
Englifh invafion; for Cambrenfis 
reprefents the Irifh as being fe much 
annoyed by the arrows of the Eng- 
lith, that we are led to imfer they 
were a kind of offenfive weapons 
with which the Irith were then to- 
tally unacquainted. Another writer 
of the fame period defevibes the 
Trifh avoiding the Englhifh forecs, 
“ for fear of their archers,’”? Be- 
fixes, the feats of archery perfoi m- 
ed by Robin Hood and his follow- 
ers (who fled to Ireland jn the reign 
of Richard I.) would not have been 
matter of fo much aftonifhment to 
fhe good people of Dublin, as we 
are told it was, had they been {kill- 





ed in, or even acquainted with the 


practice. 


** But the Englith had not been 


long fettied in Ireland when they im. 
pofed the practice of archery on aij 
the inhabitants of the Pale between 
fixty and fixteen years of age, by 
an act originating in their fears, 
This aé& was ordained in a parli¢ 
ment holden at Trim, in gth Ed, 
ward IV, and runs thus,—‘ Item, 
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at the requeft of the commons, 
that confideration had to the 
great number of Irifhmen, that 
exceed greatly the Englith peo 
ple, that in force and augmente- 
tion of the king’s lieges, it is 
ordeyned by authority of the faid 
parliament, that every Englifh- 
man and Irifhman, that dwell 
with Englifhmen and {peak Eng- 
lith, that betwixt fixty and fix 
teen in age, fhall have an Eng- 
lifh bow of his own length, and 
one fiftmele at the leaft betwixt 


the necks, with twelve thafts af \ 


the length of three quarters of 
the ftandard, the bowes of ews, 
wych-haffel, afhe, awhurne, or 
any other reafonable tree accord- 
ing their power, and the fhatts in 
the fame maner, within two 
moneths next after the publication 
of this eftatute, on pain of two 
pence a man from moneth to other 
till he fhall have and continue 
the bow and fhafts, and in lue 
of the bow and fhafts broken 
and loft to have new, under pain 
of two pence every month till it 
be done. And yet not prohibiting 
gentlemen on horfeback to ride 


* ace 




















« gecording their beft difpofition to 
« ride with {pear, fo that they have 
«“ bowes with their men for the time 
# of neceflitie.’”” And in the fame 

rliament there was ordained an- 
other “act for having a conftable 
« in every town, and a pair of butts 
« for fhooting, and that every man 
« between fixty and fixteen fhall 
« fhoot every holyday at the fame 
# butts.” The pain for offending 
againit this act, was * one half- 
« penny for every day ,’’ and the 
time of obfervance, ** betwixt the 
« firit day of March and the laft 
“ day of July.” 

“ In order the better to carry 
thofe acts into exccution, by fur- 
nifhing thofe whom they bound 
with a conftant fupply of bows, 
another act was pafled in the eighth 
year of the fame reign, to oblige 
“every merchant and paflenger, 
« that bring merchancdwves into this 
4+ land of Ireland out of England 
* to the fum of an hundred pound, 
* that he fhall buy and brig with 
* him into the faid land in bows to 
“ the value of an hundred thillings, 
“and fo following after the rate 
“under or over to the fum of 
“ twenty pounds.”’ 

- “ But fucceedine kings, either 

ackening the rigour of this act, or 
difpenfing with the obfervance of it, 
the inhabitants of the Pale began 
to lack both bows and arrows. Of 
this remiffnefs, it is probable fome 
of the Irifh who had fcorned the 
Englith yoke, took advantage; and 
others, according to an old Englifh 
writer, ** thereupon tooke hart of 
“ grace, and practifed our manners 
“in thooting and the ufe of our 
* weapotis ; and by little and little 
* they became fo well expert and {kil- 
** ful therein, that whereasat the firft 
* they were eafie to be overcomed, 
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‘© were now ftron ardi 
** not onlie able Speer pew 73 . 
, 

6 readie to put us in danger and 
** hazard.” ‘To remedy thele grow- 
ing evils, an aét was ordained in the 
toth Henry VII. “ That the fub- 
** jects of this realme thall have 
** bowes and other armour, like 
* as they have had in times pafl- 
“ ed.” 

** In the next reign baron Fin- 
glafs recommends, in his Breviate, 
** that fhooting be ufed in ever 
* parifh within the Englith pale 
“* every holyday, fo that the wea- 
*‘ ther be fair, upon pain of three 
** fhillings and four pence.’’ 

** After this period we meet fre- 
quent mention of archers attending 
the magiftrates of the principal 
towns on martial and other expedi- 
tions; and a grant of poundage to 
the lord deputy to provide him with 
a guard of bowmen. Bat according 
as the ufe of fire-arms advanced, 
archery loft ground, till at length it 
funk into oblivion. 

“ The citizens of Dublin had 
their butts for many years on a 
plain in the village of Hogges, 
called Hoggin’s-butt (now College- 
ereen), near a range of fmall houfes 
denominated Tib and Tom. When 
the city {pread over this green, the 
butts were removed to that part ot 
the north-ftrand, formerly called 
Cuningham’s rope-walk, where my 
father remembers to have feen them, 
in the vear 1724. About this time 
the practic e of archery totally ceafed 
in Dublin, where it had been fup- 
ported in its decline, by a fociety 
of gentlemen and eminent citizens, 
who called themfelves ‘The Archers’ 
Club. The laft member of this 
club was Mr. Henry Delamain, who 
lived and retained his faculties to 
the year 1781.” . 
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p of Wrwensstee, 


to his Commiffioners for cprrefting the Asuses in the Rexicioy; 


Housés throughout his Diocefe, 


[From Wuire’s Antiqyirtes of Sktzorne,] 


N the year 1272, Wykeham, 

bifhop of Winchefter, held a 
vifitation of his whole diocefe ; 
not only of the fecular clergy 
through the feveral deanries, but 
alfo of the monatteries, and reli- 
gious houfes of all forts, which 
he vifited in perfon. The next 
year he fent his commiffioners 
with power to correct and reform 
the feveral irregularities and a- 
bufes which he had difcovered in 
the courfe of his vifitation. 
*¢ Some years afterward, the bi- 
fhop having vifited three feveral 
times all the rligious houfes 
throughout his diocefe, and be- 
ing well informed of the ftate 
and conditicn of each, and of 
the particular abufes which re- 
uired correction and reforma- 
tion, befides the orders which he 
had already given, and the re- 
medies which he had occafionally 
applied by his commiflioners, now 
iffued his injunctions to each of 
them. They were accommodated 
to their feveral exigencies, and in- 
tended to correét the abufes in- 
troduced, and ta recall them all 
to ftrict obfervation of the rules of 
their retpective orders. Many 
of thefe inmunétions are ftill ex- 
tant, and are evident monuments 
ai the care and attention with 
which he difeharged this part of 
bis epifcopal duty.” 
* Some of thele injun¢tions | 


thall here produce; and they are 
fh as will not fail, I think, to 
give fatisfaétion to the antiquars, 
both as never having been publithed 


7 


before, and as they are a curious 
picture of monattic irregularities at 
that time. 

“ The documents that I allude 
to are contained in the Notabilis 
Vifitatio de Seleburne, held at the 
priory of that place, by Wykeham 
in perfon, in the year 1387. 

** This evidence, in the original, 
is written on two fkins of parch- 
ment ; the one large, and the other 
fmaller, and confifts of a preamble, 
thirty-fix items, and a conclufion, 
which altogether evince the patient 
inveftigation of the vifitor, for which 
he had always been fo remarkable 
in all matt -s of moment, and how 
much he had at heart the regularity 
of thofe inftitutions, of whofe efft. 
cacy in their prayers for the dead 
he was fo firmly perfuaded. As the 
bifhop was fo much in earneft, we 
may be affured that he had nothing 
in view but to correct and reform 
what he feund amils; and was un- 
der no bias to blacken, or mifrepre- 
fent, as the commiflioners of The- 
mas lor.1 Cromwell feem in part to 
have done at the time of the Re- 
formation. We may, therefore, 
with reafon fuppofe, that the bi- 
fhop gives us an exaét delineation 


of the morals and manners of the - 


canons of Selborne at that juncture; 
and that what he found they had 
omitted he enjoins them; and for 
what they have done amifs, and 
contrary to their rules and ftatutes, 
he reproves them; and_ threatens 
them with punifliments fuitable to 
their irregularities. 
ra This viditation is of confiderable 
' length, 





exw reel as 


canal a. a> = ee 














Jength, and. cannot be introduced 
into the body of this work; we 
fhall therefore refer the reader to 
the appendix, where he will find 

rticular, while we fhall 
take forme notice, and make fome 
remarks, on the moft Gugular items 
as they occur. 

« [n the preamble the vifitor 
fays, ‘¢ Confidering the charge ly- 
“ing upon us, that your lood 
“ may not be required at our hands, 
* we came down to vifit your priory 
“ as our office required: and every 
“ time we repeated our vilitation, 
“ we found fomething {till not only 
“contrary to regular rules, but 
“ alio repugnant to religion and 
“ yood reputation.” 

“In the firft article after the 
preamble, ‘* he commands them on 
“ their obedience, and on pain of 
“ the greater excommunication, to 
“ fee that the canonical hours by 
“ night and by day be fung in their 
“ choir, andthe mafles of the bl: fled 
“ Mary, and other accuftomed 
“ mafies, be celebrated at the pro- 
“ per hours, with devotion, and at 
‘* moderate paufes g and that it be 
* not allowed to any to abfent 
“ themfelves from the hours and 
“ mafles, or to withdraw before 
“ they are finifhed.”’ 

“ Item 2d. He enjoins them to 
obferve that filence to which they 
are fo ftriétiy bound by the rule of 
Saint Auguftine at ftated times, and 
wholly to abftain from frivolous 
converfation. 

“Item sth. ‘* Nat to permit 
“ fuch frequent pafling of fecular 
* people of both fexes through their 
* convent, as if a thoroughfare, 
“ from whence many diforders may 
* and have arifen,”’ 

“Item gth. ‘¢ To take care that 
“the doors of their church and 
“ priory be fo atterrded to, that no 
* fufpested or diforderly females, 
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“ fufpela alie ¢t inhonefa, pak 


* through their choir and Clotfter 
“in the dark;”’ and to fee that 
the doors of their church between 
the nave and the choir, aad the 
gates of their cloifter opening into 
the fields, be conftantly kept fhut 
until their firft choir-fervice is over 
in the morning, at dinner time, and 
when they meet at their evening 
collation. 

“ Ttem 6th, mentions, that feve- 
ral of the canons are found to be 
very igngrant and illiterate, and en- 
joins the prior to fee that they be bet- 
ter inftruéted by a proper matter. 

** Item sth, The canons are ac- 
cufed of refufing to accept of their 
ftatutable clothing year by year, and 
of demanding a certain {pecified 
fum of money, as if it were their 
annual rent and due. This the bi- 
fhop forbids, and orders that the 
canons fhall be clothed out of the 
revenue of the priory, and the old 
garments be laid by in a chamber 
and given to the poor, according te 
the rule of Saint Auguftine. 

** In item gth is acomplaint that 
fome of the canons are given to 
wander out of the precinéts of the 
convent without leave; and that 
others ride to their manors and 
farms, under pretence of infpecting 
the concerns of the fociety, when 
they pleafe, and flay as long as they 
pleafe. But they are enjoined ne- 
ver to ftir either about their own 
private concerns or the bufinefs of 
the convent, without leave from tltt 

rior; and no canon is to go alone, 
but to have a grave brother to ac- 
company him. 

“© The injunction in item roth, 
at this diftance of time, appears ra- 
ther lydicrous ; but the vifitor feems 
to be very ferious on the occafion, 
and fays, that it has been evidently 
grovel to him, that fome of the 
canons, living diffolutely wee 
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fief, and not after the fpirit, fleep 
naked: in their beds without their 
Dreeches and fhirts, “ abique femo- 
« ralibus et camiftis.”’ We enjoins 
that thefe culprits fhall be puniiied 
by fevere fafting, efpecially if they 
fhall be found to be faulty a third 
time ; and threatens the prior and 
inb-prior with fuipenfion, if they 
do not correct this enormity. 

«In item 11th, the good bifhop ts 
very wrath with fome of the canons, 
whom he finds to be profeffed hunters 
and fportimen, keeping hounds, and 
publicly attending hunting-matches. 
Thefe purfuits, he fays, occafton 
much diffipation, danger to the foul 
and body, and frequent expence ; 
he, therefore, wifhing to extirpate 
this vice whiolly from the convent, 
radicibus extirpare, does abfolutely 
enjoin the canons never intentionai- 
ly to be prefent at any public noily 
tnmultuous huntings; or to keep 
any hounds, by thenfelves or by 
others, openly or by ftealth, within 
the convent, or without*. 

“ In item 12th, he forbids the 
canons in office to meke their buf- 
nefs a plea for not attending the 
fervice of the choir ; fince by thefe 
means ether divine worfhip is neg- 
4eAed, or their brother canors are 
over-burdened. 

« By item 4th, we are inform- 
ed, that the original number»of ca- 
nons at the priory of Selhore was 
fourteen ; but that at this vifttation 


® Confidering the ftrong rropenfiry in 
human nature towards the plralures et the 
chace, it is net to be wondered that the 
Se-borne fhouid danguith alter 
hurting, when, from their fitwetion fo 
tear the preci: Qs of Wolmce-icreit, the 
kiny’s hounds, muft have been oiten in 
hearing, and f.metimes wm: fight £& yw ther 
windows, If the bifhop was to oficnded 
at thele {porting canes, what woud he 
hav: faid to eur modern fex-lunting di- 
Yuies : 


e 
canons ot 
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they were found to be let down to 


eleven. The vifitor, th tefore 
ftrongly and earneftly enjoins them 


that, with all due fpeed and dili. 
gence, they fhould proceed to the 
election of proper perfons to fil] up 
the vacancies, under the pain of 
the greater extommunication, 

“ In item i-th, the prior and 
canons are accufed of fuffering, 
through negleé, notorious dilapi- 
dations to take place among their 
manertal houfes and tenements, and 
in the walls and inclofures of the 
convent itfelf, t.the fhame and 
{eandal of the inftitution ; they are 
therefore enjoined, under pain ot 
fufpenfion, to repair all defects with- 
in the {pace of fix months, 

** Item 18th, charzes them with 
grievoutly burthening the faid pri 
ory by means of fales, and grants 
of liveries and corrodies. 

© The bifhop, in item 1cth, ae- 
cufes' the canons of negleé&t and 
omiflion with refpect to their per- 
petual chantry-ferviccs. 

“ Item 2cth. The vifitor here 
conjures the prior and canons ret 
to withhold their original alms, 
« eleemofynas;” nor thofe that 
they were enjoined to diftribute for 
the good of the fouls of founders 
and benefactors: he alfo ftri¢tly or- 
ders that the fragments and broken 
vi&uals, both from the hall of thar 

rior and their common refectory 
fhould be ‘carefully colleéted toge- 
ther by their eleemofynarius, and 
given to the poor without any di- 
minution : the othcer to be fufpend- 
ed for necleét or omifion. 

“ Seem 22. Le bids them dif 
tribute their pittances, “ pitancias,” 
resularly only on obits, anniverla- 
ries, feftivals, &c. 

“ Item 2th. All and every one 
of the canons are hereby inhibited 
godfather to any boy 
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for thé’ futyire, “* ne compatres ali- 
« ‘cuijus pueri de cetero fieri cia 
sé matis,”” unlefS by exprefs licenfe 
from the bifhop obtained ; becaufe 
fom ‘fuch relationfhip, favour and 
sfeétion, nepotifm and undue in- 
uence, arife, to the injury and de- 
triment of religious inftitutions*. 
“Trem 26th: The vifitor herein 
feverely reprimands the canons for 
appearing publicly in what sould 
be called in the univerfities an unfta- 
tutable manner, and for wearing of 
boots; “ caligae de Burneto, et foru- 
«“ Jarium ~~ in*ocrearum loco, ad 
«“ modum fotularium.”’ 
«“ It is remarkable that the bi- 
fhop exprefles more warmth againft 
this than any other irregularity ; 
and ftrictly enjoins them, under pain 
of ecclefiaftical cenfrres, and even 
imprifonment if neceflary {a threat 
not made ufe ef: before), for-the 
future to wear',boots, “| ooréis feu 
“ botis,’’ accor@ing, to the regular 
ufage of their ancient order, 
“ Item. .2cth. He here again, 
but with lefs earneftnefs, forbids 
them foppifh ornaments, and the 
affectation of appearing like beaux 
with garments edged with coftly 
furs, with fringed gloves, and filken 
irdles trimmed with gold and filver. 
t is remarkable that no punifh- 
ment is annexed to this injunétion. 


“ Ttem 31:/t. He here fingly and 





* “ The relationthip between fponfors 
“and their god-children, who were called 
** (pivitual fons and daughters, was formeriy 
* elleemed much more facred than at pre- 
“fent. Thepreieatsat chriftenings were 
“‘ fometimes very confiderable : the con- 
“nexion lafed through life, and was 
“clofed with a legacy. This lait mark 
of attention fcenrs to have been thought 
“almoft indifpenfable ; for, im a wil, 
“trom whence no extracts have been 
* given, the tefator left every.one of his 
“ god-chitdren a bufhel of barky.” 

Sir Fobn Cullum’ s Hift. of Hatwfted. 
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feverally forbids each canon not ad- 
mitted to a cure of fouls to adminif- 
ter extreme unétion, or the facra- 
ment, to clergy or laity; or to 
perform the fervice of matrimony, 
till he has taken out the licence of 
the parifh pric ft. 

* Item 32d. The bifhop fays in 
this item, that he had obferved and 
found, in his feveral vifitations, that 
the facramental plate and cloths of 
the altar, furplices, &c. were fome- 
times left in fuch an uncleanly and 
difgufting condition, as to make the 
beholders fhudder with horror ;— 
«quod aliquibus funt horrori :*** he 
therefore enjoins them for the fu- 
ture to fee that the plate, cloths, and 
veftments, be kept bright, clean, and 
in decent order: and what mutt 
furprize the reader, adds, that he 
expects for the future that the fa- 
crift flould provide for the facra- 
ment good wine, pure and unadul- 
terated; and not, as had often been 
the ‘practice; that which was four, 
and tending to decay; he fays far- 
ther, that it feems qu.te prepofter- 
ous to omit in facred matters that 
attention to decent cleanlinefs, the 
ne@lee& of which would difgrace a 
common convivial meeting. 

«+ Item 33d fays that, though the 
relics of famts, the plate, holy veft- 
ments, and hooks of religious houfes, 
are forbidden by canonical inftitutes 
to be pledged or lent out upon 
pawn ; yet, as the vifitor finds this 
to be the cafe in his feveral vifitay 
tions, he therefore ftri@ly enjoins 
the prior forthwith to recall thote 
pledges, and to reftare them to the 
convent; and orders, that all the 

apers and title deeds thereto be- 

acing fhould be fafely mga 
and kept under three locks and 
keys. 

« In the courfe of the Vifitatio 
Notabilis the conftitutions of Legate 
Ottobonus are frequently referred to. 
Utto- 
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was afterwards pope A- 
drian V. and ‘died in 1276. His 
Conftitutions are in Lyndewood's 
Provinciale, and were drawn up in 
the 52d of Henry HII. 

« In the Vifitatio Notabilis the 


ufwal puniilment is fafting on bread 
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and beer; and in cafes of repeated 
delinquency, on bread and Water, Op 
thefe MS quarta feria, et fextg 
feria, are mentioned often, and are 
to be underftood of the days of the 
week numerically on which fuch pu- 
nifhment is to be infliéted, 


“ ne tarpe toral, ne fordida mappa 
* Corruget nares; ne non et ¢ancharus, et laps 


* Oftcutat tibi te -—- - 
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HISTORY and ANTIQUITY of faying GRACE, 


[From the Ficft Volume of Winter Eventos, &c.] 


$6 HE ancient Greeks efteem- 

ed the table Hieron Chre- 
ma, or a facied thing ; and Cleode- 
mus, im Plutarch, calls it the altar 
of Krienithip and _iofpitality. 

“ The fit offerings they made 
to the gods, and called them am ee 
yx, or firft fruits ; and at the con- 
clufion of the feait, they poured out 
emda, OF roiGal, libations of wine. 

* They were unwilling to par- 
take of the meal till a part of the 
peovifion had been offered to the 

ods, in order to fanctify the whole, 
even -Achilies, whofe impetuous 
fpirit was not prone to the weak- 
nefs of fuperftition, would not eat 
when the ambafiadors of Agamemnon 
difturbed him at midnight, till he 
ordered his triend to make the ob- 
lation. 


OGioics Ne Goes areryis 
TargoxdAor cv Eraipor, 6 2 ivervgi Gaaars 
Sumrac. 

“ Ulyffes alfa, as Dr. Potter ob- 
ferves from Athenaus, when in the 


den of Polyphemus, did not ney- 
le& this duty of pious gratitude. 





Eile’: wi 
gurol 
Tope aivipsros Oa yopsr. 

*¢ Dr. Potter adds, that * in the 
** entertainments of Plato and Xeno. 
‘¢ phon we find oblations made ; and 
*¢ to forbear the mention of more 
* examples, the negleét of this du- 
‘** ty was accounted a very great im- 
** prety, which none but Fpicurus 
‘* and thofe who worhhipped no 
t¢ gods at all, would be guilts of,” 
apud Epicurum & oman, bud’ avagyn 

Tols £055 ¢ 

*“ I do not fee any reafon why 
thofe who, like Epicurus, refufe to 
henour God according to the die- 
tates of natural gratitude, and the 
univerfal practice of the polithed 
people of the warld, fhould not be 
numbered among the difciples of 
Epicurus, and be fuppofed, without 
any violation of charity, to fay ip 
their hearts there is no God. 

* I could produce a great num- 
ber of examples from the claffics to 
prove that the dinner was feldem 
enjoyed without fome mode of bie 
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ion, even among thofe heath- 
oe ahooe we a inclined to 
ourfelves as greatly fuperior. 
And thall thofe who call themfelves 
Chriftians ne this inftance of pi- 
ety? Efpecially as Jefus Chrift has 
‘ven mahy examples of it in the 
|, and the people to whom it 
God peculiarly to reveal him- 
ifed it from the earlieft an- 
iquity. I mentioned the practice 
rel polite heathens in the firft 
place, becaufe I imagined this ex- 
ample would have the moft weight 
peg thofe who chiefly value them- 
felves on politenefs, of which they 
fometimes confider the negleét of 
the graces at table, as an honour- 
ableteftimony. But I will now add 
fome examples from the practice of 
the Jews, which in this particular, 
have as much politenefs in them as 
thofe of the Greeks and Romans, 
and ought to have much greater au- 
thority in a Chriftian country. 
“ The mafter of the family 
among the Jews, as foon as the 
s or the family were feated, 
premifed a general admonition of 
prayers, and a confecration of the 
dinner preceded. ‘The whole com- 
pany then fung a hymn, which is 
extant in a book, entitled the order 
of the bleffings and pfalms, and the 
mafter then faid the following grace: 
“ Bleffed be the Lord our God, the 
“ King of the univerfe, who feed- 
“eth the world by his goodnefs, 
“ and by his grace and mercy giv- 
“eth nourifhment to all fieth; 
“by whofe bounty it cometh to 
“ pafs that food never yet hath fail- 
“ ed, neither will fail his creatures. 
“ It is he alone who giveth exif- 
* tence to all things, preferveth 
“ them, and doth good to all, and 
“ giveth food to every being that he 
“ hath created. Blefled be thou, 
" OLord, who feedeft all things.” 
“ He then confecrated the wine 
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and bread in a form fimilar to the 
ee This longer 3 was, 
wever, only obferved at formal 
dinners, and on folemn occafions, 
a fhorter being ufed on common 
days: and it is recorded that the 
mafter of the houfe faid grace be- 
fore meat, and one of the guefts re- 
turnedthanks, Perhaps it would be 
too great a refinement to fuppofe 
that the bufinefs of returning thanks 
for a dinner fupplied at his expence, 
was declined by the mafter from mo- 
tives of delicacy. Sometimes, how- 
ever, the mafter returned thanks, 
and the company made a refponfe. 
The mafter faid, Let us return 
thanks to God, becaufe we have 
eaten of the creatures which belong- 
ed to him ; and the guefts refpont 
ed immediately, Let God_be praif- 
ed, of whofe bleflings we have eat- 
en, and by whofe bounty we live. 

“ The primitive Chriftians, imi- 
tating the example of the Jews, and 
more particularly of our Saviour, 
were ftrié in the performance of 
thofe pious duties which confecrated 
the table, and in returning thanks 
to God for the daily fupply of ne- 
ceflary fuft-nance. Chryfoftom fre- 
quently mentions the benedi<tion of 
the table made ufe of by the monks 
in Agypt. In the Horologium of 
the Greek church, the whole form 
of the benediction ts thus defcribed: 

‘“* Before the dinner is placed up- 
on thetable, the hundredth and for- 
ty-fifth plalm is read aloud, ard it 
no feoner is {rved up, than the prieft 
repeats, O Chrift, our God, blefs 
our meat and drink; for thou art 
holy nqw and for ever more. Amen. 
And after — it, they all 
rife up and fay, Bieffed art thou, O 
God, who pitieft us and feedeft us 
from our youth; thou who 
food to all flefh, fill our hearts with 
joy and gladoefs, that, always being 
fatisfied, we may abound in — 
g 
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work, in Chrift Jefus our 
ard, with whom, to thee, be glo- 
Pt and honour, power, and wor- 
ip, together with the Holy Ghoft. 
Amen. After dinner, the follow- 
ing is the form of thankigiving : 
Glory to thee thou holy one, Glory 
to thee, O King; fince thou hait 
given us food to our comfort and 
joy, fill usalfo with the Holy Ghoft, 
that we may be found acceptable in 
thy fight, and not afhamed when 
thou fhalt render to every one ac- 
cording to his works. ‘Then the 
hundredth and twenty-fecond pfalm 
is read; after which—As thou wail 
prefent in the midft of thy difciples 
while at fupper, O thou Saviour, giv- 
iig them peace, fo come alfo to us 
and fave us. Then follows a part of 
the twenty-fecond pfalm, “ The poor 
“¢ fhall eat and be filled, they thall 
*¢ peaife the Lord who feek him,”’ 
to the end. Kyrie Eleifon, Lord 
have mercy upon us. The whole 
concludes with this little prayer: 
Bleffed be God, who hath pitied and 
fed us with his rich gifts ; may we 
enjoy his grace and loving kindnefs 
now and for evermore. Amen. 


of POMPETA. 


‘ T imagine. that the whole of 
this long grace was Only ufed on ex. 
traordinary occafions; but there js 
no doubt but a part of it conftituted 
the daily formulary of confecrati 

; on 
and gratitude. 

“ Far be it from me to recom. 
mend a prolixity approaching to that 
of the Greek church, or to that of 
the college graces, as eftablifhed by 
eur pious anceftors, who, accord. 
ing to the complaints of the hung 
fcholars, ufed to infitt on long 
graces, and at the fame time give 
but fhort commons, I think long 
prayers on fuch occafions particular. 
ly unfeafonable. But I have pro. 
duced thefe examples to thew that 
the table has been confidered by all 
people, trom the earlieft ages, asa 
facred thing, and that they hve 
ever thought it expedient to fanedi. 
fy a meal by a previous confecration 
of the food, and a fubfequent aét of 
thankfgiving for the refreflment re- 
ceived. I infer, from the antiquity 
and univerfality of the practice, its 
propriety. It could not have been 
fo ancient and univerfal, unlefs it 
had been alfo right and reafonable.” 





‘ WAM filled with aftonifhment 
in walking from houfe to 
houfe from temple to temple, from 
ftrect to ftrect, in: a city built two 
thoufand years ago, inhabited by 
the Romans, dug out by a king 
of a and in perfect preferva- 
tion: I {peak of Pompeia. 
.“ The -inhabitants of this city 


The SextimentaList’s DESCRIPTION of POMPEIA. 


[From Presipent Dupary’s Travels through Iraty.] 


were afleep, when fuddenly an im- 
petuous wind arofe, and detaching 
a portion of thecinders which cover- 
ed the fummit of Vefuvius, hur- 
ried them in whirlwinds through the 
air over Pompeia, and within a 
quarter of an hour entirely over- 
whelmed it, together with Hercula- 


neum, Sorento, a multitude of .e 
an 
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DESCRIPTION 


and ville ges, thoufands of men and 
women, and the elder Pliny. 

« What a dreadiul awakening 
for the inhabitants! Flow muft they 
havecurfed Vefuvius, its aflies, and 
its lava! imprudent men! why did 
you build Pompeia at the foot of 
Vefuvius, on its lava, and on its 


| 
r 


« In faét, mankind refemb!e ants, 
whieh, after an accident has de- 
froyed one of their hillocks, fee 
about repairing it. the next mo- 
mnt. 

s¢ Pompeia was covered with afhe 
és. The defcendants of thofe very 
men who perifhed under thofe ath- 
es, planted vineyards, mulberry, 
fig, and poplar trees on them; the 
roofs of this city were become fields 
endorchards. One day, while fome 
peafants were digging, the {pade pe- 
nerated a little deeper than ufual; 
fomething was found to refift: it 
was acity: it was Pompeia. 

“« The king of Naples ordered 
the fearch to be continued; but 
whether from bad management, or 
the indifference of the employers, 
or whether it be that the air does in 
fact attack and deftroy thefe ruins as 
foon as they are touched, in thirty 
vears, they have only been able to 
clear one-third of the city. 

“ On coming at |l’ompeia, the 
fuft object that prefents itfelf is the 
quarter of the foldiers. 

“ Figure to yourfelf an oblong 
{quare of buildings, containing a 
multitude of feparate apartments, 
with a front fupported by a portico, 
which is continued round the build 
ing. 

“ Thefe columns, which are but 
fight, are fluted and painted red ; 
they produce a pretty eilcct. 

1 entered feveral of the rooms, 
and found in one of them a miil, 
with which the foldiers ground 
ew corn for bread; in another, an 

> 
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fisof 


oil-inill, in which they cruthed the 
olives. ‘The firft refembles our cof. 
fee-mills ; the fecond is fomned af 
two mill-ttones, which were moved 
by the hand, in a vaft motar, 
round an iron ceniver, 

** In another of thefe rooms I 
faw chains ftill faftened to the leg of 
a criminal; in a fecond, heaps of 
human bones; and in a third, a 
golden necklace. 

** On leaving the foldiers quare 
ter, my guide led me into the 
city. 

** How do you call this ftreet ! 

“ ‘This pavement will foon want 
mending. 

* Thefe ruts, worn by the wag. 
gons, in rolling over thefe huge 
inatles of lava, will overturn the 
carriages. 

‘* | like thefe footways before the 
houfes, on each fide of the ftreet. 

W hat is become of all the inha- 
bitants? we fee nobody in the fhops! 
not acreature in the ftreets! alithe 
houfes are open ! 

** Let us begin by vifiting the 
houfes on the right. 

«* This is not a private houfe; 
that prodigious number of chirur- 
gical udtruments prove this edifice 
mu{ft have had fome relation to the 
art in which they are ufed. This 
was furely a fchool for furgery. 

‘¢ Thefe houfes are very finall, 
they ave exceedingly ill contrived, 
all the apartments are detached ; 
but then, what neatnefs! what ele 
gance! in each of them is an innet 
portico, a mofaic pavement, a {quare 
colonnade, and inthe middle a ciftera 
to collect the water falling from the 
roof; in eachof themare hot-baths, 
and ftoves, aad every where paint- 
ings in freico, in the beft tafte, ard 
on the moft pleafing grounds. Has 
Raphael been here to copy his arae 
befques ? 

«© Let us pafs over to the other 

lide 
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fide of the ftreet. Thefe houfes are 
three ftories high ; their foundation 
is om the lava, which has formed 
here a fort of hill, on the declivity 
of which they are built. From 
above, in *he third ftory, the win- 
dows look into the ftreet} and from 
the firft ftory, into a garden. Let 
us go down that ftrir-cafe. This co- 
lonnade around the garden is agree- 
able; you may walk there fhelter- 
ed from the fun and rain. 

« But what doI perceive in that 
chamber. They are ten deaths 
herds. The unfortunate wretches 
faved themfelves here where they 
could not be faved. This 1s the 
head of a little child: its father and 
mother then are there ! 

« Let us go up ftairs again; the 
heart feels not at eafe here. 

“« Suppofe we take a ftep into 
this temple for a moment, fince it is 
left open. What deity do I per- 
ceive in the bottom of that niche ? 
it is the god of Silence, who makes 
a fign with his finger, to command 
filence, and points to the goddefs Ifis 
in the further recefs of the Sacra- 
rium. 

“ In the front of the porch there 
are three altars. Here the vic- 
tims were flaughtered, and the 
blood flowing along this gutter into 
the middle of that bafon, fell from 
thence upon the head of the priefts. 
This little chamber, near the altar, 
was undoubtedly the facrifty. The 

riefts purified themfelves in this 

thing place. Let us now meunt 
up to the fanctuary ; it is very nar- 
row. How many columns are 
there ? Six. They are very fmall. 
This pediment is elegant. But why 
thefe two gates, at each corner of 
the altar? I conceive the ufe of 
them! It was by them that the im- 
pofters glided, between the altar and 
the wall, to make the divinity 


fpeak.— You have then bee 
impofed on, credu us when. 
Come and fee how they festa ts 
night at your expence. The ferviee 
1s not yet removed - they have been 
eating frefh eggs; they have been 
pine. edie wine. 

** Here are fome infcription:. 
Popidi ambleati, Cornelie’ ect, 
This is a monument ereéted to the 
memory of thofe who have been be. 
nefactors to Ifis, that is to fay, to 
her priefts; thefe priefts called 
them pious, a fingular fynonyme for 
dupes. , 

‘© Oncoming out of the temp! 
Ifis, I pafs before a ....., oo 
omit the word, you may guefs my 
meaning. 

* The temple of Priapus is very 
near that of Ifis. 

** The ancients on this fubjeét en- 
tertained very different Opinions 
from us, and their manners confe- 
quently were alfo different. 

‘¢ IT cannot be far trom the coun- 
try-houfe of Aufidius; for there 
are the gates of the city. Here is 
the tomb of the family of Dibmedes, 
Let us reft a moment under thefe 
porticos where the philofophers ufid 
to fit. 

“ Tam not miftaken. Thecoun- 
try-houfe of Aufidius is charming; 
the paintings in frefco are delicious. 
What an excellent effect have thofe 
blue grounds! with what propriety, 
and confequently with what tatte, 
are the figures diftributed in the pan- 
nels! Flora herfelf has woven that 
garland. But who has painted this 
Venus ? this Adonis ? this youthful 
Narciffus, in that bath? and here 
again, this charming Mercury? tt 
is a not a week fince they were 
painted. 

I like this portico round the 
garden; and this fquare covered 
cellar round the portico. Do no 
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contain the true Falerni- ‘ Let us go to the uncovered theatre ; 

an? how many confulates has this that too is fhut. ‘iaphe 

wine been kept ? 1 know not how far I have fuc- 

« But it is late. It was about ceeded in this attempt to give you’ 

this time the Play began, let us go an idea of Pompeia. | 
tothe covered theatre; it is fhut. 









ee FF wa PY & 


. 


MISCEL- 





- 


ee ee 


= oo 


i 


ee —e 


} 








{ 162 } 


MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS. 





Obfervations on the Culture of SILK in ENGLAND, By Perer 
Novalrtie, Efq. tn a Letter Mr. Moors. 


{From the Sixth Volume of the Transactions of the Socrery for the 
Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures, and Commerce.] 


“ HE idea of condemning, 

under my hand, the very 
laudable endeavours of an ingent- 
ous lady, made me rather with to 
fatisfy your defire of knowing my 
opinion of the merits of her pro- 
pofal, by a fhort converfation with 
vou on the fubjeét; which I had 
re-fon to conclude would not have 
taken up more than five minutes of 
your valuable time: but when I 


called in the Adelphi this morning, 


with that intention, unfortunately 
you were not at home; I am new 


therefore reduced to the neceiflity of 


thys giving you a part of my 
thoughts on the fi hject of fpinning 
and reeling of filk in general, in 
the moft concife manner | am able, 
by explaining to you fo much of 
the procefi, now univerfally in ufe 
m the principal ‘countries of its 
prodyce, as will enable you fully 
to determine and decide tor your- 


» fel, in moft of the general cafes, 


in whiclr through your medium, the 
fociety may be applied to for their 
benevolent exertions. in fo laudable 
a purfuit, by obferving to vou, that 
all the ladies, who, to their great 
merit be it {poken, have hitherto 
exeited their ingenuity and their 


patience, in endeavouring to intro. 
duce the growth of filk into this 
country, have fome how or other, 
been one and all very injudicioufly 
advifed to fet out with making a 
coarfe ordinary kind of filk, of but 
little value, compared to what the 
filk worm is capable of under judi- 
cious management, at a very litt 
more expenee : what I mean to al- 
Jude to 1n particular is, that all the 
{pecimens I have occafionally feen 
with you, or have read an account 
of in the Tranfaétions of the Soci iety, 
have been compofed of eighteen to 
twenty cocoons, the value of which, 
fuppofing it comparatively and in- 
trinfically eftimated, would not be 
equal to twenty fhillings per pound 
ot fixteen ounces: whilft a pound 
of filk compofed of the very fame 
materials, confifting of only fix of 
eight cocoons, would at the leaft va- 
lue, be worth nearer thirty fhillings 
per pound: and if of four or five 
cocoons only, it might then vie 
with the more fuperlative produce ot 
Italy ; and be in all refpects, if ex- 
ecuted with equal attention, of equal 
value to that for which no lefs than 
forty fhillings is now demanded. 
From whence, probably, you “~~ 
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te Jed to conclude, that the coft of 
ibour or workmanfhip, might in 
fome dey.ree, counterbalance the dii- 
‘of their refpective value. 
How far that really is or is not the 
cafe, you will bz better enabled to 
form your own judgment by my 
fating to you the fact, which is, | 
that a woman at Novi, experienced 
in the bufinefs of fpinning, with 
the afliftance of a girl to turn her 
reel, and attend the fire under the 
cauldron, can with eafe, reel off one 
und of filk, confifting of four or 
fre cocoons of the moft perfect qua- 
ity, in the courfe of a day ; in or- 
der to do which, with all the atten- 
tion that is required, fhe is never 
rmitted to have more than two 
Raina going upon her reel at onetime, 
which being completed by noon, are 
fet by todry in the fhade upon the reel. 
Other two, upon a frefh reel, are 
completed by her in the afternoon, 
and fet by todry asthe former, and 
are taken off the reels the firft thing 
im the morning of the fucceeding 
day; when each woman’s day’s work, 
confifting of four fkains, is made up 
ina bundle, with her name affixed 
to it upon -a ticket, the better to 
afcertain and detect any fraud or 
inattention fhe may have been guilty 
of in its execution. 

* But when a more ordinary 
quality is the object, in which a 
eee nuinber of cocoons are to 

united ; fhe is then permitted to 
have four, fix, or more fkains go- 
ing at one time, and that upon 
reels of much larger dimenfions: 
the confequence ot which is, that 
her attention to each, indiviclually, 
cannot be equal to the accuracy re- 
wh when fhe is limited to two 

ains only: fhe now produces a 
coarfe, fed ordinary, uneven filk ; 


a day’s work of which, will be e- 
qual to ix, eight, or more pounds. 


Otfervations on the Culture of SILK in ENGLAND. [163] 


“ Now to form a judgment of 
the effects of the different fort of 
labour, as it affects the two differ. 
ent methods of operation; fay, a 
woman employed in {pinning, with a 
girlto attend upon her earn together 
much about one fhilling per day, 
which in the firft inftance, is the 
whole coft of labour, to produce 
one pound of perfect filk ; while in 
the other, eight pounds of filk are 
obtained for the fame expence; up- 
on which, evidently, the per pound- 
age, amounts 50 no more than three 
oe a difference cf ten pence 
halfpenny per pound coft of ibe, 
in favour of the ordinary filk ; 
while the intrinfic value in favour of 
the former, falls little thort, fpeak- 
ing much within compas, of fifteen 
fhillings per pound. 

* ")hus far, if I have fueceeded 
fo as to be generally underftood, I 
hope my endeavours may have 4 
tendency to be covsonally of ufe 
to the fociety, or at leaft to you, in 
whatever future applications may 
be made to them, through your 
medium, on the fubject. And now, 
to give you my candid opinion of 
the experiment, made and propofed 
by a lady on the fpinning wheel, 
which will hardly adinit of a feriaus 


_ difcufion. You undoubtedly do, or 


may eafily know, the dimenfions of 
the Italian reel, of which the fo- 
ciety have a model in their collec- 
tion, on the fame icale as thofe ufed 
abroad. 

« Firft, confider with yourfelf that 
reel, which is not lefs than fix feet 
eight inches circumference, fet in 
motion, with a velocity at leaft equal 
to the {witteft going fly of a com- 
mon roafting jack. ‘Then compare 
the dimenfions of a bobbin, and the 
greateft velocity with which it pof- 
fibly can make its revolutions, at the 
{pinning wheel, and you will not 
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[164] On the AFFECTATION 
be long in pronouncing, upon good 
authority, that the reel. may feisty 
be computed to take up more than 
five hundred yards, in the time it 
would require to execute one yard 
by means of the {pinning whecl, 
which will at once determine the 
ineMigibility of the latter, even 
were it capable, as it is not, of con- 
tributing ever fo much to the per- 


of being Miszrasie. 


feéting the ftaple of the {jk b 
confolidating its filaments, which, 
from the manner in which ¢ 
ration is ufually conduéted, requires 
no fuch aid or affiftance . conte. 
quently, the {pinning wheel, being 
incapable of meliorating the quality 
of the filk, the tedioufnefs of the 
operation is alone futhcient to point 
Out its inetlicacy.”’ 


he Ope- 





On the AFFECTATION of being MISERABLE, 


[From the Firft Volume of Winter 
Lire and 


“ HE vanity of man may 
juftly be termed a Pro- 
teus. Inthe endeavours to obtain 
diftinétion, not only happinefs, but 
mifery is frequently affected. 

** | believe it confidered by many 
as honourable to poflefs a degree of 
that fenfibility which is too delicate 
to bear the common ajperities 
of human life; and there is a 
ftyle of complaint which is thought 

retty, and a fort of woe which has 

ren indulged as luxury. If 1 might 
borrow a term from criticifm for 
the ufe of ethics, I would denomi- 
nate the querulous affcctation of mi- 
fery, the elegiac ftyle of life. The 
plaintive tone of elegiac language, 
and the foft tinge of Bg 
without any real caufe, are very 
fimilar to the converfation and fen- 
timents of thofe numerous com- 
plainers who have adopted the ele- 
giac ftvle of lite, becaufe they con- 
fidered it as pretty. 

‘¢ T reverence the forrows of the 
truly unhappy. ‘Their tears are fa- 
cred. But thofe who affeét a fenfi- 


hility which they do not poflef, and 
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act a woe which they never felt, are 
to be confidered as ridiculous and 
reprehenfible, becaufe they make a 
mock of human mifery, and {port 
with that compaflion which ought 
never to be abufed, and which was 
defigned for the comfort of unaffect. 
ed affliction. 

“1 refpeét the charaéter of Mr. 
Gray as that of a man of remark- 
able virtue, learning, and genius, 
united. But he was melancholy with- 
out reafon; and, I apprehend, he 
was not entirely free from the wifh to 
be confidered as a man endowed with 
feelings unknown to the reft of men. 
Every man of genius certainly has 
acute fe* ings; but thofe feelings 
will lead him to high enjoyments, 
and will make life more pleafurable 
than painful, if he will but fubmrt 


to the guidance of his reafon, and . 


alfo keep himfelf tree from the «t- 
feétation of fingular mifery. Pride, 
and an infatiable defire of ven 
will indeed often caufe, in the vo 
taries of fame, pangs unknown to 
others, and which cannot be realon- 


ably indulged. «Palma 
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é« Palma negata macrnm, donata reducit 

oppmum 

# Sic a fic parvum eft, animum quod 
landis avarum 


@ Sybruit, ant reficit. Hor. 





« Many poets, profefledly elegiac, 
have pretended to uncommon wretch- 
ednefs ; but they deceived no fenfi- 
ble reader, fince it was evident that 
their mifery was no lefs fictitious 
than their mythology. 

«“ The affectation of woe is chief- 
ly among the fofter fex, in whom it 
is fometimes fuppoted te have been 
amiable. Pity, it has been faid, is 
nearly related to love. But the pity 
muft be fincere. Affeéted woe will 
only excite affected pity, which is 
nearly related to a paflion very dif- 
ferent from love. Beauty in tears, 
while thofe tears are believed to be 
natural, muft powerfully call for 
the protection of every man not def- 
titute of generofity ; but if the call 
is found to have been frequently 
made without fufficient reafon, 
though it may caufe the attention 
of falfe and felfith gallantry, it will 
not raife the efteem of the eftim- 
able. She, who wifhes for fuch 
efteem, will be prudent in divefting 
herfelf of every kind of affeétation. 

“Tam forry to fee a tafte prevail 
for novels which exhibit unnatural 
pictures of mifery, and diffufe a kind 
of tafte for the woeful. The novel 
entitled Werter, is of a bad tendency, 
and cannot have failed to have given 
the falfely delicate, the over-refined, 
end the idolizers of themfelves, ad- 
ditional encouragement in the affec- 
tation of mifery. 

“ Elegies, elegiac fonnets, night 
thoughts, and .contemplations on 
gloomy fubjeéts, have a tendency 
to diffufe a fhade over the imagi- 
nation which fhall caufe ia many 
amifery no lefS real than actual 
fuffering ; and they. countenance 


more in feeking the gratification of 
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a perverfe vanity, by pretending to 


fingular wretchednefi. ‘There is 
certainly a great portion of evil in 
the world, real and unavoidable, 
and it feems a peculiar degreewf 
folly to increafe it by affectation. 
Affeétation will increafe it; for we 
become in time'the characters whith 
we have habitually affumed. It is 
particularly wrong in this country, 
where the inhabitants are naturally 
inclined to a dejeétion of fpirits, to 
indulge the imagination in giving a 
fombrous and difmal colour to every 
thing around it. It is greatly in 
our power to make the horizon of 
our mind dark and cloudy, or ferene 
as the blue ather, and beautiful as 
the variegated tints of a weftern tky 
in a fine fummer evening. 

« Tt is a queftion in philofophy, 
“ An quicquid recipitur, recipiatur 
‘‘ ad modum recipientis,’? Whether 
whatever is received (or perceived, 
as it fuits the prefent fubject better) 
be perceived according to the — 
pient’s mode, or powers, or degree 
of perception; and I think it may 
be often anfwered, when applied to 
morals, in the athirmative. ‘Lhere 
is abfolute good in life, and abfolute 
evil; but they both may be in a 
great degree transformed by the 
manner 10 which they are viewed 
and poffeffed. A four difpofition, 
opérating like a chemical acid, will 
turn the fweeteftcup into an unpa- 
latable beverage; as a contented, 
lacid, meek, and gentle mind, in- 
Fufing {fweetnefs into the bittereft 
draught, will caufe the moff naufe- 
ous medicine to be fwallowed with 
alacrity. 

‘To enjoy, and to be chearful, 
are duties. To enjoy,”’ fays 
Mr. Pope, “is to obey.” And 
though it is natural, and often 
unavoidable, to complain in afflic- 
tion, yet fo murmur, repine, and 
take a pleafure in complaining, 

L 3 while 
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while we have many reafons to re- 
joice, is irrational and ungrateful. 

“ The feet of whiners, or grum- 
blers (for it deferves to be ftigma- 
tiz<d by no very honourable name), 
are very proper fubjects for ridicule. 
It is fruitiefsto argue deeply or very 
fe.ioufly with tolly and vanity. 
You will either not be underftood 
by them, or not regarded; but a 
laugh againft them, is like an in- 
ftrument which touches tothe quik, 
amputates the excrefcence, or pulls 
it by the roots. 

‘¢ Real mifery will, I hope, al- 
ways meet with fympathy. Nature 


has taken care that it fhould afea 
our feelings, in order to extort re. 
lief, if pothble. But the affectation, 
whether in books, in life, or in con, 
verfation, muft find a different treat. 
ment, that it may be difcounte. 
nanced, 

*¢ Great caution fhould, however, 
be always ufed not to miftake real 
for affected mifery. It is better that 
many pretenders to woe fhould be 
treated with fuperfluous fympathy 
and unneceflary attention, than that 
one real fufferer fhould be difie. 
garded.” 





The HILL of LIFE. A Vision, 


[From the Second Volume of the fame Work. } 


“ Gentle afcent led to a lofty e- 

minence, and on the fummit 
was a level plain, of no great ex- 
tent. The boundaries of it could 
not indeed eafily be afcertained ; 
for as the afcent on one fide was eafy 
and gradual, fo the flope on the 
other continued almoft impercept- 
ible, till it terminated at once in an 
abrupt dcclivity. 

« At the firft entrance of the 
hill, I obferved great numbers of 
infints crawling on beds of prim- 
voles, or Oveping on pillows formed 
by the mofs. They frequently 
fmiled, and their fweet counte- 
nances feemed to exprefs a compls- 
cency and joy in the confciouinefs 
of their new exiftence. Many in- 
deed wept and wailed, but their 
forrow, though pungent, was fhort, 
and the fight of a pretty leaf or 


flower would caufe a {mile in the 
midit of their tears; fo that nothing 
was more common than to fee two 
drops trickling down cheeks which 
were dimpled with finiles. I was 
fo delighted with the icenes of in- 
nocence, that I felt an impulfe te 
go and play with the little tribe, 
when, juft as I was advancing, I felt 
a wand ftrike my #houlder, and 
turning my eyes on one fide, I be- 
held a venerable figure, with a white 
beard, and in a grey mantle, ele- 
gantly thrown round him. 

“© My fon,” faid he, ‘ I fee yous 
** curiofity is raifed, and I will gra- 
“tify it; but you muft not move 
‘ from this place, which is the moff 
‘6 advantageous {pot for the contem- 
‘¢ plation of the {cene before yee 

* Yon hill is the Hill of Lite, a 
*‘ pageant which I have raifed Ke 

, s¢ the 
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« the magic influence of this wand, 
«to amufe you with an initructive 
* picture. 

* The beauteous innocents whom 
« you ice at the toot of the hill, 
“ prefent you with the idea of an- 
« gels and cherubs, and of fuch in- 
“deed is the Kingdom of heaven. 
« Simplicity and innocence aré their 
«amiable qualities, and the more 
« of them they retain in their afcent, 
« the happier and lovelier fhall they 
“ be during the whole of their jour- 
“* nev. 

« But raife your eyes a little 
« fpace. You iee a jively train intent 
« to learn, under the tage inftruct- 
“tors who accompany them, the 
“ ealier and tateft way of afcending 
« and deicending tiie hili which lies 
“ before them. They often run 
« from the fide of their guides, and 
« Joie themielves among the fhrubs 
« that blotiom around them. Some 
“ give no ear to inttruction, and 
“ confequently are continually de 
“ viating among thorns, thiftles, 
«“ nettles, and brambles. » Their er- 
“rors are at prefent retrievable, 
“ and few fall in the pitfalls with 
“ which the hill abounds. Joy il-’ 
«“ luminates their countenances. 
“ Theirs are the ruddy cheek, the 


“ fparkling eye, lively {pirits, and’ 


* unwearied activity. “They retain 
“agreat fhare of the innocence 
“with which they fet out, and 
“ therefore they are chearful. En- 
“viable age, if reafon were ma- 
“ture! But folly, wantonnefs, fro- 
“ wardnefs of temper, and igno- 
“ rance, greatly interrupt and {poil 
“ their enjoyments. Fruits of deli- 
“ cious tafte grow around them, and 
 Howrets of the fweeteft fcent and 
 moft beautiful colour fpring be- 
“neath their feet. But they foon 
“ grow tired of this lower part of 
* the hill, and ambitioufly afpire at 
higher eminences, 
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* Behold them a few paces high- 
er. They advance with eager- 
nefs and many of them forfake the 
guides which have conducted 
them thus far in their afcent, 
They haften in their courfe, nor 
do they adhere to the direct road, 
but deviate without fcruple. 
Some indeed return, but the 
greater part climb the hill by 
paths of their own choice, full 
ot difficulty and danger. The 
pitfalls which are placed in every 
part of the hill are in this part 
very numerous, and not eafily to 
be avoided by thofe who forfake 
the high road. There are indecd 
no api of the hill in which a 
guide is more neceflary than here ; 
nor any in which the travellers are 
lefs inclined to feek his alliftance. 
* You fee the beauty of the 
bloffoms. You hear the mufic 
of the birds. All nature feems to 


‘confpire in affording delight ; 


but too many of the travellers 
preferve not that ianocence and 
fimplicity which are neceflary to 
give a tafte for the pleafures which 
are allowed. Inftead of plucking 


“the flowers which are known to 


be fafe and falutary, they defire 
none but fuch as are poifonous. 
The afpiring nature of the tra- 
vellers leads them to continue the 
afcent, and by this time you fee 
they have reached the level fum- 
mit, where you obferve a prodi- 
gious crowd, all bufy ia purfuit 
of their feveral objeéts. Their 
faces are clouded with care, and 
in the ardour of purfuit they 
neglect thofe pleafures which lie 
before them. Moft of them have 
now loft a great fhare of their 
original innocence and fimplicity, 
‘al many of them have loft it 
entirely. 
“ And now they beyin to de- 
fcend, Their heukdechh and 
L4 “ alacrity 
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“ alacrity are Greatly abated. Ma- 


“ ny limp, and fome already crawl. 
“ The numbers diminifh almoft 
“ every ftep; for the pitfalls are 
«* multiplied on this fide of the hill, 
“ and many of the travellers have 
“ neither ftrength nor fagacity to 
*‘ avoid them. Many delightful 
“« fcenes remain. Fruit in. great 
** abundance grows around them. 
** But. the greater parts you may 
** remark, are careleis of the obvious 
** and natural pleafures which they 
** might reach and enjoy, and are 
“ eagerly digging in the earth for 
** yellow dui’ on which they have 
s ary an imaginary value. Be- 
*¢ hold one who has juft procured 
“* a load of it, under which he is 
** ready to fink. He totters along 
** in hafte to find a hiding-place for 
** it; but before he has found it, 
‘** himfelf is hidden from our eyes, 
“* for lo! while I fpeak, he is drop- 
** ping into a pitfall. Moft of his 
** companions will follow him; but. 
** you fee no one is alarmed by the 
“ example. The defcent is become 
“* very fteep and abrupt, and few 
“‘ there are who will reach. the 
** bottom of the hill. Of thofe few,. 
** not one advances without ftum- 
** bling on the edge of the pitlalls,- 
* from which he can fcarcely rero-. 
“‘ ver his feeble foot. Ah! while. 
* I {peak, they are all gone.” 

« And is this a picture of life 2. 
faid 1; alas! how little do they. 


feem to enjoy it! Surely, fome: 


error mutt infatuate them ail... O 


fay, that I may ayoid it, and be. 


Rappv. 

“© My fon,” faid my benevolent 
guide, “do not haitily form an. 
‘¢ opinion derogatory from the va-: 
“ lue of life. it is a glorious op- 
“* portunity afforded by the Creator 
** tor the acquifition of happinefs, 
* Caft your eyes on yonder plain, 


“* which lies at the bottom 

« hill, and behold the a 
_“* I looked, and behold a cloud 
tinged with purple and gold, parted 
in the centre, and difplayed a fcene 
at which my eyes were dazzled, |. 
clofed them awhile, to recover the 
the power of vifion, and when I 
opened them, I faw a figure in 
which majefty and benevolence were 
awfully united. He fat on a throne 
with every appearance of triumph, 
and at his feet lay a crofs. And I 
heard a voice faying, “ Come again, 


“ ye children of men.’ And jo!’ 


the plain opened in more places 
than I could number, and myriads 
of myriads ftarted into exiftence, 
with bodies beautiful and glorious, 
And the voice proceeded, * In my 
“© Father’s houfe are many manfi- 
“ons. Ye have all fallen fhort of 
** the perfection for which ye were 
“¢ created; but fome have been lefs 
*¢ unprofitable fervants than others, 
and to them are allotted the 
‘¢ more exalted places of blifs; but 
‘* there remain manfions appro~ 
‘¢ priated to all the fons of men. I 
‘¢ jhave redeemed the very worft of 
‘¢ them from the tyranny of death. 
‘¢ Rife, therefore, to your refpective 
‘“ manfions.' Enter into the joy of 
“ the Lord.”? He faid, when the 
found of inftruments fweeter than 
the unpurged ear ever heard, rang 
throughout heaven’s concave. And 
the glorified bodies beneath role 
like the fun in the eaft, and took 
their places in the feveral planets 
which form what is called our folar 
fyftem. I was tranfported with the 
ight, and was going to fall on my 
knees, and fupplicate to be admit- 
ted among the aipiring fpirits, when, 
to my mortification, 1 thought | 
was fuddenly placed on the fide of 
the hill, where I had to climb 4 
ftcep afcent. I wept bitterly, oa ’ 





BEePk2 


i ee ee en ae 











guide remontftrated with me on 
the unreafonablenefs of my tears, 
fince hone were to be admitted to 
glory who had not travelled the 
journey which I had feen fo many 
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others travel. “ Keep innocence, 
faid he, do juftice, walk humbly.” 


He faid no more, but, pre 
to depart, touched me with his rok 
and | awoke. 





DISQUSITION 


on EPITAPH S. 


[From the Orta Popwripa.] 


“ HAT fame is the univerfal 
’ T pailion is by nothing more 
con{picuoutly difcovered than by e- 

itaphs. The generality of man- 

ind are not content to fink inglo- 
rioufly into the grave, but with to 
be paid that tribute of panegyrick 
after their deaths, which in many 
cakes may not be due to the virtues 
of their lives. If the vanity of the 
departed has not been provident of 
monumental honours, the partiality 
of friends is eager to fupply them. 
Death may be faid with almoft equal 
propriety to confer as well as to le- 
vel all diftinétions. In confequence 
of that event, a kind of chemical 
operation takes place ; for thofe 
characters which were mixed with 
the grofs particles of vice, by being 
thrown into the alembic of flattery, 
are fublimated into the effence of 
virtue. He who during the pare 
formance of his part upon the ftage 
of the world was weakly applaud- 
ed, after the clofe of the drama, is 
pourtrayed as the favourite of ** ewery, 
““wirtue under heaven.’ To fave 
the opulent from oblivion, the fculp- 
tor unites his labours with the fcho- 
lar or: the , whilft the ruftick 
is indebted Pe his mite of pofthum- 
ous renown to the carpenter, the 
painter, or the mafon. The {ftruc- 
tures of fame are in both cafes built 
with materials whofe duration is 


fhort. It may check the fallies 
of pride to refleét on the mortality 
of man; but for its complete hu- 
miliation let it be remembered, that 
epitaphs and monuments decay. 
Had not Cicero been aflifted by his 
memory, he could never have Sas 
phered the mutilated verfes on the 
tomb of Archimedes. The anii- 
quarian fearches in vain for the ori- 
ginal infcriptions on Chaucer and 
Sidney. 

“ The obfervations of the illuf- 
trious Johnfon on epitaphs are mark- 
ed with acutenefs as weil as extent 
of judgment. In his Criticifms, 
however, on thofe of Pope, he has 
fhewn a petulance of temper and 
faftidioufnefs of tafte, at the fame 
time that he acknowledged the bar- 
rennefs of Pope's topicks, and the 
difficulty of. diftributing to numbers 
that praife which is particular and 
characteriftic. He who is a cr.tic 
fhould confider that, according to 
the natural progrefs of human opi- 
nions, he may become the. fubject 
of criticifm. If Johnfon had ever 
conjectured that he muft one day be 
tried by his own laws, more lenity 
would probably have been fhewn to 
Pope. The doctor remarks, ‘ that 
‘¢ an epitaph ought not to be longer 
«chan common beholders have lei- 
* fure and yey to perufe.’’ Of 


the few he has left behind him, that 
on 
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on Hanmer is furely objectionable 
for its prolixity. He reprobates 
with juft feverity any allufions to 
claffical cuftoms, and the fituation 
of Roman tombs. The lines of 
Pafleratius on Henry of France are 
quoted, to fhow the impropriety of 
addreiting the reader as a traveller. 
Yet the doctor forgot his ftrictures 
and his quotation when he conclud- 
ed his character of Thrale with 
“© Ab, Viator.” 

** The preceding remarks are in- 
tended as an introduction to a plan 
which 1 take this opportunity of 
laying before the public. It is my 
defign to publifh a coileciion of the 
moit remark «ble epitaplis, with eri- 
teal obfervations, Particular at- 
tention will be paid to their arrange- 
ment, of which it fhail be the object 
of the remaining part of this paper 
t2 exhibit an exact tpecimen. With- 
out {pinning too many threads of 
clailification, a few ftriking and ge- 
meral diitinctions only thall be a- 
adopted. The Learnen—the Sup- 
ryME—the CHAR AcTEeRrtsrtc—the 
CompPLiMentTary.— Phe firtt clats 
is intended to allure the fcholars of 
our famous univerfities to fubtcribe 
liberativ to the work. To let the 
reader into a ficret, it was original- 
ly my defien to have publithed this 
part in a folio by ittelt, with a pom- 
pous Dedication. Happening to fee 
a goofe finged with a leaf of the 
Pietas Oxonienfis, I was frightened 
from the profecution of my plan bv 
fo untick y an omen. My intended 
work will notwithttandiny comprize 
learning enough to f.tisty the appe- 
tite of a reafonable linguift. There 
will be no room for complaint if I 
begin with Perfian and end with 
Latin. ‘The firtt epitaph thall be 
that on Hadgi Shaughfware, in Sr. 
Botolph’s, Bithopfgate ; and the 
lait fhall be the laconie Fui Caius, 
at Cambridge, 


on EPITAPHS, 


“Under this head many ingenj. 
ous and novel opinions will be ad. 
vanced relative to the language as 
well as the fentiments. of thefe com. 
pofitions. It will be proved to a 
demonftration, that the learned lan. 
guag.s are abfurdly ufed except for 
learned men. Some one has well 
obferved, that, if the dead could 
hear their own fepulchral praife, 
they would be put to the bluth, 
Some, without doubt, would with 
amiable diffidence adopt the elegant 
fentiments of Frontinus, “ Imps:na- 
“fa monumenti fupervacua eft; 
“ memoiia noftri durabit, fi vita 
** meruimus.”’  Superfluous is the 
* expence of the tomb, fince our me- 
“mory will flourith, 1f our conduct 
“has merited that honour.”’—But 
multitudes muft be tntenfible to the 
emotions of fhame, unlefs they were 
endued with the cit of tongues. 
The moral detign of an epitaph is 
to infpire an emulation of the vir- 
tues of the deceafed. ‘This cannot 
be effected, unlefs the language 
which records thofe virtues be m- 
telligible to perfons who are in 2 
fiturtion to emulate them. Thi 
talents and munificence of Butby 
aud Seuth are tranfmitted to {cho 
lars by a vehicle which is familiar 
to them ; but how can the ladies 
improve by the example of the 
beautifut Mrs. Arundel, who 1s 
celebrated in a Latin infeription in 
St. Mary’s, Oxford ? or how is the 
courage of our fatlors likely to be 
tnereafed by the Ciceronian period 
on Rooke at Canterbury. 

“ The Sustime.— This {pecie: 
is confined to thofe who occupy the 
mott dittinguifhed niches in the tern- 
ple of Fame. Simplicity and bre- 
vity are its charaéterifticks. Such 
names as Bacon, Locke, and New- 
ton, want not the flowers of clo- 
quence, or the parade of period », 


to decorate their monuments. The 
tome 
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DISQUISITION 
womb of fir Chriftopher Wren has 


a local propriety from his being bu- 
ried in St. Paul’s, which gave birth 
toan infcription worthy thaqilluftri- 
ous reftorer ot Attic architecture. 

« Subtus conditur huyus eccl: fixe 
* & urbis conditor, qui vixit annos 
“ yltra nonaginta, noa fiLi fed bo- 
“ no publico. Lector, ft monumen- 
* tum requiris, circumfpice.”’ 

“TheCHuaracreerstic.—Aclafs 
which far excels all the reft, as it con- 
tains examples of {plendid talents and 
eminent virtues, marked the peculiar 
and appropriate praife. Not only 
thofe epitaphs wherein thew due 
meafure of applaufe is dittributed 
with nice difcrimination to Vhiloto- 
phers, Poets, Warriors, and Statef- 
men, will be introduced under thjs 
head, but fuch likewife as have pre- 
ferved the memory of the lowly and 
theignoble. Thete compotitions are 
as dithcult to be met with as accurate 
miniatures. Dr. Johnfon would 
have faid that Pope’s verfes on Mrs. 
Corbet was a very proper exempli- 
fication of thisfpecies. Perhaps the 
following by Hawkefworth, in 
Bromley church-yard, is by no means 
inferior to it : 

*« Near this place lies the body uf 
* Khizabeth Monk, aged to}, the 
* wife of Jehn Monk, Blackfmith, 
“ by whom fhe had no children. 
“ But virtue would not fuf- 
“ fer her to be childlefS. An in- 
* fant, to whom and to whofe fa- 
“ther and uncles fhe had been 
* nurfe, became dependent upon 
ftrangers for the neceflaries of life ; 
** to him fhe afforded the protection 
“of a mother. This parental cha- 
** rity was returned with filial affec- 
* tion, and fhe wasfupported in the 
feeblenefs of age by him whom fhe 

* had cherifhed in the helpleffnets 

* of infancy. Let it be remember- 
»“ ed, that there is no ftation in 
“ which induftry will not obtain 
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** power to be liberal, nor any cha- 
** racter on which diberality will noe 
** conter honour. She had long 
** been prepared by a fimple and un- 
** atlected piety for her end. To 
** preferve the memory of this per- 
** fon, but yet more to perpetuate 
“ the letlon of her life, this ftone 
** was erected by voluntary contri- 
* bution.” 

« The CompLimMentary.—This 
article comprifes infcriptions inwhich 
the dead are more indebted for their 
praife to invention than to merit. 
The writers of epitapiis ought to be 
hiftoriens, and not poets. 

* Their panegyrick often fa- 
tigues with prolixitv, and difputts 
with fulfomeneis. ‘Take away the 
the dates from complimentary epi- 
taphs, and they have all the appear- 
ance of dedications. “They exhibit 
the demi-gods of the golden age, or 
the immaculate heroes of romance. 
Like Addifon’s Cato, they teem to 
have been out of the reach of hu- 
man paflions or infil mities—of a na- 
ture too much exalted co excite pity, 
and famed for excellencies too tran- 
{cendent for imitation. Sometimes, 
however, it happens, that common 
topicks of encomium are touched 
with fo mafterly a hand, that thew 
charm with an irrefiftible grace, and 
have all the force of novelty. For 
a panegyrift to declare, that a m4 
is deferving of the higheft praife, 
that fhe is as beautiful as an angel, 
and that fhe is remarkable for uni- 
form piety, feems as if hecould not 
ftrike out of the beatentrack. But 
furely it is out of the power of a vul- 

rar bard to pourtray fuch ideas in 
the following manner. 


On Lady Catiarine Pasion, 
Pafton Church, Norfolk, 1628. 


Can man be filent and not praifes fad, 
Fos her who lived the praile of soman 


kind? 
Whole 
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Whofe outward frame was lent the 
world wo guefs, 

What fhapes our ivuls fhall wear in hap- 
pincis, 

Whofe virtue did all ill fo overfwaye. 

That her whole life was a communiun- 
daye. . 


* As my publication will be ex- 
tended only to thofe Epitaphs which 
are really infcrived on tomb-ftones, 
the ludicrous and the gay will of 
courfe be omitted. Let him whofe 
inclination may lead him to perufe 
fuch, be referred to Magazines and 
Jeft-books, He will there find that 
epigram, pun, fatire, and bur- 
lJefque, have attempted to throw a 
cleam of levity upon a fubjeét which 
1s too aweful to be made ridiculous. 
Wit and humour never more miftake 
their objeét,than when thev aim their 
fhafts at man ina ftate of diffolution. 
But however wanton and injudicious 
their fallies have been, they have 
never prophaned the fanétity of 
Chriftian temples by affixing their 
productions to them. Such an in- 


decorum militatestoo ftrongly againft 
piety and fenfibility, to be tolerated 
with patience. 


‘Lo fport with the 
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characters of the departed js 2 fu 
cient triumph for gaiety, without be. 
ing permitted to erecta trophy over 


their graves, 

“ The Pe eh of epitaphs is not 
to be confidered as a frivolous and 
light amufement. If fuch only be 
the objects of attention as have } een 
noticed with our applaufe, it is un. 
queftionably an introduction to pleaf. 
ing knowledge, and an incentive to 
moral improvement. What biogra. 
phy isto hiftory, an epitaph is to 
biography. It is a fketch which 
ma.ks the great outlines of charac. 
ter, and excites curiofity to view the 
portraits as painted on the pages df 
hiftory. It is likewife an epitome of 
a fermon, which teaches the mof 
ufeful truths in the moft compreher- 
five form. Monumental inferiptions 
remind us, that time is on the wing, 
that every rank and age mutt fall a 
a prey to his depve dations, that the 
moments of life are too precious to 
be fquandered away on trifies, that 
religion is the only fupport againft 
the horrots of death, and the only 
guide to the joys of eternity. ’ 





a Labour under a fpecies of 
diitrefs, which | fear will at 
length drive me utterly from that 
fociety, in which Lam moft ambitt- 
ous to appear; but I will give vou 
a thort fketch of my. origin and pre- 
$ nt fruation, by which you will be 
enabled to judge of my duhculttes. 
« My father was a farmer of no 
great preperty, and with no other 
learning than what he had acquired 
at a charity-fchoo) ; but my mother 
being dead, and I an only child, he 
determined to give me that advan- 
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tage which he fancied would have 


made him happy, viz. a learned eda 
cation, ~1 was fent to a country 
crammar-fchool, and from thenee 
to the univerfity, with a view of 
qualifying for holy orders. Here, 
having but {mall allowance irom my 
father, and being naturally of at 
mid and bafhful difpofition, 1 had 
no opportunity of rubbing oft that 
native aukwardnefs, which 1s te 
fatal caufe of all my unhappinefs, . 
and’ which L now begin to fear can 


never be amended, Youmutt _ 
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that in my perton I am tall and thin, 
with a fair complexion, and light 
faxen hair; but of fuch extrcme 
fufceptivility of fhame, that on the 
fmalieft fubject of coniulion, my 
hlood all rufh.s into my cheeks, and 
I appear a perks et f ull-Llown rote. 
The conicioutnefs of this unhappy 


failing, made me avoid fociety, and 


1 became enamoured of a college 
life; particularly when I reflected, 
that the uncouth manners of my fa- 
ther’s family, were little calculated 
to umprove my outward conduct; I 
therefore, had refolved en living at 
the univerfity and taking pupils, 
when two unex: “ed events great- 
ly altered the potture of my affairs, 
viz. my father’s death, and the ar- 
rival of an uncle from the Indies. 
“« This uncle I had very rarely 
heard my father mention, and it was 
generally believed th.t he was long 
fince dead, when he arrived in Eng- 
land only a week too late to clofe his 
brother’s eyes. I am athamed to 
confeis, what I believe has been of- 
ten experienced by thofe, whofe 
education has been better than their 
parents, that my poor father’s igno- 
rance, and vulgar language, had of- 
ten made me bluih to think I was 
his fon; and at his death I was not 
ixonfolable for the lofs of that, 
which I was was not unfrequently 
afhamedtoown. My uncle was but 
little affected, for he had been fepa- 
rated from his brother more than 
thirty years, and in that time he 
had acquired a fortune which he ufed 
to brag, would makea nabob happy; 
in fhort, he had brought over with 
him the enormous fum of thirty 
thoufand pounds, and upon this he 
built his hopes of never-ending hap- 
pinefS. While he was planning 
ichernes of greatnefs and delight, 
whether the change of climate might 
affect him, or whet other caufe I 
koow not, but he was fuatched from 
S 
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all his dreams of joy by a fhort ill- 
nefs. of which he died, leaving me 
heir to all his property. . And now, 
fir, behold me at the age of twenty- 
hive, well ftocked with Latin, Greek, 
and Mathematics, poflefled of sa 
ample fortune, but fo aukward and 
unverted in every gentlemanelike ac- 
complifament, that lam pointed at 
by all who fee me, as the wealthy 
learned clown. 

“ 1 have lately purchafed an ef- 
tate in the country, which abounds 
in (what is called) a fafhiona'Je 
neighbourhood ; and when you rt- 
tect on my parentage and uncouth 
manner, you will hardly think how 
much my company is coyited by the 
furrounding families, (efpeeially by 
thofe who have marriageable daugh- 
ters): from thefe gentlemen | have 
received familiar calls, and the moft 
preifing invitations, and though I 
withed to accept their offered 
friendfhip, I have repeatedly excufed 
myfelf under the pretence of not be- 
ing quite fettled; for the truth is,- 
that when I have rode or walked, 
with full intent to return their feve- 
ral vifits my heart has failed me as [ 
approached their gates and I have 
frequently returned homeward, re- 
folving to try egain to-morrow. 

* However, I at length deter- 
mined to conquer my tunidity, and 
three days ago, accepted of an invi- 
tation to dine this day with one, 
whofe open eafy manner, left me no 
room to doubt a cordial welcome. 
Sir Thomas Friendly, who lives 
about two miles diftant, is a beron- 
net, with about two thoufand 

unds a year eftate, joining to that 
+ puechaded ; he has two fons, and 
five daughters, all grown up, and 
living with their ale and a maid- 
en fifter of fir Thomas’s, at Pricnd- 
ly-Hall, dependent on thein fathers 
Conftious of my unpolifhed gait, I 
have for fome time pait, taken priv 


vate 
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vate Ieffons of a profeffor, who 
Beaches ** grown gentlemen to 
dance ;’* and though [ at firft found 
wonderous difhculty in the art he 
taught, my knowledge of the ma- 
thematics was of prodigious ufe, in 
teaching me the equilibrium of my 
body, and the due adjuftment of the 
centre of gravity tothe five pofitions. 
Having now acquired the art of 
walking without tottering, and 
learned to make a bow, 1 boldly 
ventured to obey the baronet’s in- 
viaation to a family dinner, not 
doubting but my new acquirements 
would enable me to fee the ladies 
with tolerable intrepidity: but 
slas! how vain are all the hopes of 
theory, when unfupported by ha- 
bitual practice. As I approached 
the houfe, a dinner-bell alarmed my 
fears, Ieft I had fpoiled the dinner 
by want of punctuality ; imprefled 
with this idea, I bluthed the deepett 
crimfon, as my name was repeatedly 
ennounced by the feveral livery fer- 
vants who ufhered me into the libra- 
ry, hardly knowing what or whom I 
faw ; at my firft entrance, 1 tum- 
moned all my fortitude, and made 
my new-learned bow to lady Friend- 
ty. But unfortunately in bringing 
back my left foot to the third pot- 
tion, I trod upon the gouty toe of 
fir Thomas, who had followed 
clofe at my heels, to be the nomen- 
chator of the family. The confufion 
this occaftonedin me, ishardly to be 
conceived, fince none but bafltul men 
can judge of my diftrefs and of that 
detcription, the number I believe is 
very mall. The baronet’s polite- 
nefs by degrees diflipated my con- 
cern; and I was aftonifhed to fee 
how far good breeding could enable 
him to fupprefs his feclings, and to 
apmar with perfect eaie, after fo 
inful an accident. 
“ The cheertulnefs of her lady- 


fhip, and the familiar chat of the 


young ladies, infenfibly led me to 
throw off my referve and theepith 

nefs, till at length I ventured to Latin 
in convertation, and even to fart 
frefh fubjeéts. The library bein 

richly furnifhed with hooks in o 
gant bindings, I conceived fir Tho- 
mas to be a man of literature, and 
ventured to give my opinion con- 
cerning the feveral editions of the 
Greek claffics, in which the baro- 
net's opinion exactly coincided with 
myown. To this fubjeét I was led 

by obferving an edition of eno. 
phon in fixteen volumes, which (as 
I had never before heard of fuch a 
thing) greatly excited my curiofity, 
and I rofe up to examine what it 
could be: fir Thomas faw what I 
was about, and (as I fuppofe) will- 
ing to fave me trouble, rofe to take 
down the book, which made me 
more eagerto prevent him, and haf- 
tily laying my hand on the firft vo- 
lume, 1 pulled it forcibly ; but lo! 
inftead of books, a board, which 
by leather and gilding had been 
made to look like fixteen volumes, 
came tumbling down and unluckily 
pit: hed upon a Wedgwood ink-ftand 
on the table under it. In vain did 
fir Thomas aflure me, there was no 
harm ; Liaw the ink ftreaming from 
an inlaid table onthe Turkey carpet, 
and f{carce knowing what I did, at- 
tempted to {top its progrefs with my 
cambrick handkerchief. In the 
height of this confufion, we were in- 
formed that dinner was ferved up, 
and I with jov perceived that the 
hell, which at firit fo alarmed my 
fears, was only the half-hour dinner- 
bell. 

‘© In walking through the hall, 
and {uite of apartments to the din- 
ing room, I had time to collect my 
feattered fentes, and was defired to 
take my feat berwixt lady Friendly 
and her eldeft daughter at the table. 
Since the fail of the wooden Xeno- 

phon, 
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, my face had been continually 


ing like a firebrand, and I was 
jut beginning to recover mytelf, and 
to feel comfortably cool, when an 
ynlooked for accident, rekindled all 
my heat and blufhes. Having fet 
my plate of foup too near the edge 
the table, in bowing ry Mifs Dinah, 
who politely complimented the pat- 
tern of my waittcoat, I tumbled 
the whole icalding contents into my 
lap. In fpiteof an immediate fup- 
ply of napkins to wipe the furface 
ef my cloaths, my black breeches 
were not {tout enough to fave me 
from the painful effects of this fud- 
den fomentation, and for fome mi- 
nutes, my legs and thighs feemed 
ftewing in a boiling cauldron ; but 
recollecting how fir Thomas had 
difguifed his torture, when I trod 
upon his toe, I firmly bore my pain 
in filence, and fat with my lower ex- 
tremities parboiled, amidft the fti- 
fled giggling of the ladies and the 
fervants. 

“ 7 will not relate the feveral 
blunders which I made during the 
firft courfe, or the diftrefs occationed 
by my being defired to carve a fowl, 
or help to various difhes that {tood 
near me, {pilling a fauce-boat, and 
knocking down a falt-feller ; rather 
Jet me haften to the fecond courfe, 
“where freth difafters overwhelmed 
* me quite.” 

“ I had a piece of rich {weet 
pudding on my fork, when Mifs 
Louifa Friendly begged to trouble 
me for a pigeon, that {tood near me: 
in my hatte, fcarce knowing what I 
did, I whipped the pudding into my 
mouth, hot as a buining ceal; it 
was impofhible to conceal my agony, 
my eyes were farting trom their 
fockets. At laft, in {pite of fhame 
and refolution, I was obliged to 
drop the caufe of torment on my 
plate. Sir Thomas and the ladies 
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all compaffionated my misfortune, 
and each advifed a different appli- 
cation; one recommended oil, ¢n- 
other water, but all agreed that wine 
was beft for drawing out the fire; 
and a glafs of therry was brought 
me from the fideboard, which I 
{natched up with eagernefs: but, 
oh! how fhall I tell the fequel ? 
whether the butler by accident mif- 
took, or purpofely defigned te 
drive me mad, he gave me the 
ftrongeft brandy, with which I filled 
my mouth, already flayed and blif 
tered; totally unufed to every kind 
of ardent {ptrits, with my tongue, 
throat, a palate, as raw as beef, 
what could I do? I could not fwal- 
low, and clapping my hands upon 
my mouth, the curfed liquor fquirted 
through my nofe and fingers like a 
fountain, over all the difhes; and 
I was crufhed by burfts of laughter 
trom all quarters. In vain did fir 
Thomas reprimand the fervants, 
and lady Friendly chide her daugh- 
ters: for the meafure of my thame 
and their diverfion was not yet com- 
rlete. To relieve me from the into- 
erable ftate of perfpiration, which 
this accident had caufed, without 
confidering what I did, I wiped my 
face with that ill-fated handkerchiet, 
which was ftill wet trom the confe. 
quences of the tall of Xenophon, 
and covered all my features with 
ftreaks of ink in every direction. 
The baronet hinitelt could not fup- 
port this fhock, but joined his lady 
in the general laugh; while L 
fprung from the table in defpair, 
rufhed out of the houfe, and ran 
home in an agony ot confufion and 
difgrace, which the molt poignant 
fenie of guilt could not have excit- 
ee” 

“ Thus, without having deviat- 
ed from the path of moral reéh- 
tude, I am fuffering torments like a 
“ goblin 
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« eoblin damn’d.’? The lower 


half of me has been almoft boiled, 
my tongue and mouth grill’d, and 
I bear the mark of Cain upon my 
forehead; yet thefe are but trifling 
confiderations, to the everlafting 
fhame which I muft feel, whenever 
this adventure fhall be mentioned; 


perhaps by your afliftance, whenm 
neighbours know how much I fee} 
on, the occafion, they will fpare a 
bafhful man, and (as Lam init ins 
formed my poultice is ready) [trug 
you will excufe the hafte in which | 
fubfcribe myfelf, yours, &c,” 


POETRY. 
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ODE for the NEW YEAR: 
By the Rev. T. Warton, B. D. Poet-Laureat. 


U DE was the pile, and maffy-proof, 
R That firft up-reared its haughty roof 
On Windfor’s brow fublime, in warlike ftate ; 
The Norman tyrant’s jealous hand 
The giant-fabtic proudly planned : 
With recent pe elate. 
« On this majeftic fteep,’’ he cried, 
‘« A regal fortrefs, threatening wide, 
«¢ Shall fpread my terrours to the diftant hills ; 
“ Its formidable fhade fhall throw 
*« Far o’er the broad expanfe below, 
«© Where winds yoh mighty flood, and amply fills 
«“ With flowery verdure, or with golden grain, 
“ The faireft fields that deck my new domain ! 
«« And London’s towers, that reach the watchman’s eye, 
© Shall fee with confcious awe my bulwarks climb the fky.”” 


Unchang’d, through many a hardy race, 
Stood the rough dome in fullen grace ; 

Still on its angry front defiance frown’d : 
Though monarchs kept their {tate within, 
Still murmur’d with the martial din 
The gloomy gate-way’s arch profound ; 
And armed forms, im airy rows, . 

Bent o’er the battlements their bows, 

And blood-ftain’d banners crown’d its hoftile head ; 
Aud oft its hoary ramparts wore 
The rugged fears of conflict fore : 

What time pavillion’d on the neighbouring mead ; 
Th’ indignant barons vang’d in bright array 
Their feudal bands to curb defpotic {way ; 

And leagu’d a Britain’s birthright.to reftore, 
From Joun’s reluétant grafp the roll of freedom bore. 


1788, d When 
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neighbours know how much L feck 
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ODE for the NEW YEAR: 
By the Rev. T. Warton, B. D. Poet=Laureat. 


U DE was the pile, and maffy-proof, 
That firft up-reared its hau tity roof. 
On Windfor’s brow fablime, in wa ‘like ftate ; 
The Norman tyrant’s jealous hand 
The giant-fabtic proudly planned : 
With recent victory elate. 
«© On this majeftic fteep,’’ he cried, 
‘¢ A regal fortrefs, threatening wide, 
«¢ Shall fpread my terrours to the diftant hills ; 
“ Its rmidab e fhade fhall throw 
*« Far o’er the broad expanfe below, 
«© Where winds yon mighty flood, and amply fills 
* With flowery verdure, or with golden grain, 
‘* The faireft fields that deck my new domain ! 


« And London’s towers, that reach the watchman’s eye, 
Shall fee with confcious awe my bulwarks climb the fky.”’ 


Unchang’d, through many a hardy race, 
Stood the rough dome in fullen grace ; 

Still on its angry front defiance frown’d : 
Though monarchs kept their ftate within, 
Still murmur’d with the martial din 
The gloomy gate-way’s arch profound ; 
And armed forms, in airy rows, | 
Rent o’er the battlements their bows, 

And blood-ftain’d banners crown’d its hoftile ‘head ; 
Aud oft its hoary ramparts wore 
The rugged fcars of conflict fore : 

What time pavillion’d on the neighbouring mead ; 
Th’ indignant barons wang ic in bright array 
Their feudal bands to curb defpotic {way ; 

Arid leaguid a Britain’s birthright to re oe, 
From Joun’s reluétant grafp the roll of freedom bore. 


1788. When 


ee - 





When lo, the king that wreath’d his fhield 
With lilies pluck’ on Crefly’s field, 
* Heav’d from its bafe the:mouldering Norman frame! — 
L New gler# cloth’d th’ exulting fteep, 
The portals tower’d with ampler {weep ; 
And Valour’s foften’d genius came, 
Here held his pomp, and trail’d the pall 
Of trrumph through the trophied hall ; 
And war was clad awhile in gorgeous weeds ; 
Amid the martial pageantries, 
While Beauty’s glance adjudged the prize, 
And beam’d fweet influence on heroic deeds. 
Nor long, ere Henry’s ny zeal, to breathe 
A milder charm upon the {cenes beneath, 
Rear’d in the watery glatle his claflic fhrine, 
And call’d his ftripling-quire, to woo the willing Nine. 


To this imperial feat to lend 

Its pride fupreme, and nobly blend 
Britifli magnificence with Attic art; 

Proud Caftle, to:thy banner’d bowers, 

Lo! picture bids her glowing powers 

Their boid hiftoric groupes impart : 

She-bids th’ illuminated pane, 

Along thy lofty-vaulted hon 
Shed the dim blaze of radiance richly clear.— 

Still may fuch arts of peace engage 

Their pateon’s care! But fhould the rage 

Of war to-battle roufe the new-born year. 

Britain arifé, and wake the flumb’ring fire, 

Vindittive Gart thy quick-rekindling ire! 

Or, arm’d to ftrike, in mercy fpare the foe; ; 

And lift thy thundering hand, and then withhold the blow! 


The ROSE ‘to Dr. PRIESTLEY. 
By Mrs, Moo pb ¥. 


H ! once to pnreft'unpohited fame 
L, taireft flower, with ardent hope afpir’d ;’ 
Once every Muferever’d nty honour’d ‘ame, * 
And every eye my blufhing charms defir’d. 


My blooming race th’ immortal bard ‘Nas fung, 
That fitft in groves of Paradife we grew ; 

‘That there we, Jovelier bloflom’d, faiter {prung, ’ 
Our verdant {tems no thorny briars Knew. 


My 





oe 


My fame the animated canvas {peaks ; 
{criptive beauty borrows charms from me ; 
Behold my hues difplay’d in Hebe’s cheeks ! 
The radiant morn with rofy fingers fee ! 


Unblemith’d long my modeft beauties glow’d, 
Unblemith’d {weets thofe beautiés fhéd around, 
And wafted odours by the breeze beftew’d, 
Were balmy treafures in my bofom found. 


The nymphs and fwains, delighting to inhalé 
So pure a breath, oft woo’d the vernal air ; 
Prefumptuous Science now defamés that gale 
Whote rich effluvia Gods might deign to fhares 


Detefted fage! whofe penetrating eye “ 
Survey’s myfterious Nature’s fecret powers, 
Dare thy expefiments my fame decry, 
And rank my {cent with that of vileft flowers ? 


With night-fhade, hellebore, and aconite ? 

Whofe noxious juice contains the livid death, 
Who lurk in deferts far ftom mortal fight, 

Nor blend with Flora’s fweets their tainted breath, 


Ah! fhould perfuafion crown thy learned lore, 
And fame applaud thy fcientific tafte ; 

An exile I from this luxuriant fhore, 
On barren mountains may my odours wafte. 


No more of fummer’s chofen botvers the pride, 
My leaves expanding to the orient fun ; 

No more on beauty’s inowy breaft refide ; 
Beauty fhall learn my baleful charms to fhun, 


Nor e’er tran{plant me to th’ embellifh’d room, 
In China’s {olendid vafes to appear ; 

Nor round her couch admit my dread perfume, 
Nor dare to fhimber if the Rofe be near. 


No more fhall luxury, to give me birth, 
Raife the warm pile excluding winter's cold 

Nor, mid the dreary {tenes of en earth, 
Court my reluctant graces to unfold. 

Yet know—whate’er thy celebrated art, 
Whate’er thy volumes may prefume to fhew, 


The Rofe fhaJ! grateful pleafure fill impart. 
And ftill a welcome fragrance fhall ‘ 


Ma 
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Remote from fcience, in th’ unletter’d plain, 
Where no philofopher our fame affails, 
There, unreproach’d, fhall bloom the vernat train, 
There, unimpeach’d, fhall flow our {picy gales. 


ODE to. FANCY. 
From MULtican’s Poems. 


ELUSIVE Fancy! whither, fay, 
Haft thou thine artlefs vot’ry led, 
ha 


t romantic pleafures {pread, 
To force a feeling heart aftray? 
Déaf to wiftlom’s facred lore, 
Leagu’d with thee, we leave the fhore, 
Among poetic ifles we fwee 
Then plough the rude Atlantic deep ; 
Beneath the equinox we glow, 
Or freeze ’midft frigid Zembla’s fuow ; 
Thou canft waft the willing foul 
Quick from Indus to the Pole; 
Well we mark thy mazy round, 
Now we tread enchanted ground. 
High hold’ft thou up thy glow-worm torch to folly, 
Or giv’ft a pleafing gloom to melancholy, 


Heard’ft thou not the voice of anguifh 
Echo from yon brazen tow’r ? 
There, what captive damfels languith 
In a ruthlefs tyrant’s power ; 
And noble dames, whote radiant eves 
Might challenge love-fick Petrarch’s fighs; 
And haplefs knights, in dreary cells 
Confin’d by necromantic {pells ; 
Till within helm and hauberk bright, 
Virtue’s champion braves the fight. 
Mark each bold, each manly deed —~— 
Monfter, thou unmourn’d fhalt bleed! 
Solemn founds affail the ear ; 
Now lighter airs float on the gale, 
Such as bards were wont to hear 
Near each haunted hill and dale. 
Fairy gambols now are feen 
On the dew-befpangled green, 
Quaintly there with {ports and pleafures, 
Tripping to fantaftic meafures ; 
While the regent of the night 
Pours full orb’d her borrow’d light 
Rob’d in gay clouds, behold thy courtly train 
Majeftic move, and brighten all the plain. 
ss 8 $ WN. 
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Big with feats in days of yore, 

Thou unfold’ft thy fabled ftore ; 

Whilft upon thine ample ftage . | 
Chiefs and demigods engage. : 
Soft as Philomela’s ftrain, 
Hark! thy love-born nymphs complain ; , | 
Near yon ftreamlet’s fedgy fide. 

Shepherd {wains increafe the tide ; 

Or by falls of waters meeting, 

Swecteft madrigals repeating. 


Now fee Gothic domes arife, 
Puiffant knights in armour fhine! 
Glitt’ring turrets meet the tkies, 
Surry boafts his Geraldine. —— 
Hark! the filver trumpets found, 
Each beftrides his foaming fteed ; 
Shouts of victory aftound! 
Beauty now is valour’s meed. 
Thou giv’ft the charge, and Arthur cries to arms, 
Or great Godfredo half the world alarms. 


ge ene - 


Borne on thy gikled plumes, the Mufes fing ) 
Of youthful graces, join’d with fimiling love ; 
For thee the fwains their bloomiag chaplets bring, it 
With fatal lures thou deek’ft each fhady grove. | } 
Let thy fprightly troop advance 5 | 
Now they join in feftive dance, hh] 
Beating brifk the daifey’d ground 
To the flute’s and hautboy’s found. 
Lo! they wander thro’ the glade, 
Bleft each with his bright-ey’d maid, 
Or in aramanthine bow’rs i 
Keft on beds of new-blown flow’rs. | | | 
Laughing Love with rofv wings, 
And Friendfhip glowing by his fide, | 
Ply the oars and filken ftrings, 
As down life’s ftream we gently glide: 
Still before the ravifh’d fight 
Skim ftrange profpects of delight ; 
But foon wwe find thine airy form deceive ; 
Aad wretched they who in thy wiles believe. i 
What then avails the Poet’s lay ? 
Say, can it happinefs beftow ? 
Or can imaginary woe | 
A moment’s poignant grief betray ? | 
When o’er thy panfy’d paths I’ve ftray’d, 
Or figh’d beneath the woodbine fhade, 
Whofe branches wantonly entwine 
The blufhing rofe and eglantine ; 
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When all around, and all above, 
Seem’d like my fair to whifper love: 
Thy flatt’ring pencil drew each grace, 
Her temper heav’nly as her face ; 
Pure as the fountain’s limpid ftream 
Gentle as Cynthia’s filver sears 
When rous’d by Friendfhip’s oe name, 
I at thy magic call appear’d, 
My foul, unfpotted, felt the flame, 
And ev’ry wifh with friendfhip fhar’d. 
No more thy tranfports, or thy charms, I'll prove, . 
Fickle alike in Friendfhip, and in Love ! 


In days of funfhine, days of eafe, 
Tis then thou’rt dreft in all thy pride, 
Tis then thy gaudy phantoms wut 
And ev’ry fear and care deride : 
But when tempefts rend the breaft, 
And the mind with madnefs boils, 
Or defp’rate loye the reafon foils, 
Thou leav’ft us. lonely and oppreft. 
From forrow’s thorny couch thy pleafures fly, 
As the gay vifion fhuns approaching day ; 
Nor love nor friendfhip’s lenient hand apply, 
At laft too fure thy vot’ries to betray. 
No more, ‘no more, thou fafcinating pow’r! 
Delufive meteor of an idle hour !”* 


The Naturarist’s SUMMER’s EVENING WALK, 


[From Wuite’s Natura History ef Serzorne.] 


a= equidem credo, quia fit divinitus illis 
Ingenium. Ving. Grorc. 


W HEN day declining fheds a milder gleam, 
What time the May-fly haunts the pool or ftream ; 
When the ftill owl {kims round the grafiy mead, 
What time the timorous hare limps forth to feed ; 
Then be the time to fteal adown the vale, 

Aad liften to the vagrant cuckoo’s tale ; 

To hear the clamorous curlew call his mate, 

Or the foft quail his tender pain relate ; 

To fee the {wallow {weep the dark’ning plain 
Belated, to fupport her infant-train ; 

To mark the fwift.in rapid giddy ring 

Dah round the fteeple, unfubdu’d of wing: 


Amufive 
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Amufive birds !—fay where your hid retreat 
When the froft rages and the tempefts beat ; 
Whence your return, by fuch nice inftinét led, 
When fpring, foft feafon, lifts her bloomy head ? 
Such baffled fearches mock man’s prying pride, 
The GOD of Narvrs is your fod guide, 


While deep’ning fhades obfcure the face of day 
To yonder bench leaf-fhelter’d let us firay, _. 
Till blended objects fail the {wimming fight, 

And all the fading landfcape finks in uight ; 

To hear the drowfy dor come brufhing by 

With buzzing wing, or the fhrill cricket cry ; 

To fee the feeding bat glance through the wood ; 
To catch the diftant falling af the flood ; 

While o’er the cliff th’ awaken’d churn-owl hung 
Through the ftill gloom protracts his chattering jong ; 
While high in air, and pois’d upon his wings, 
Unfeen, the foft enamour’d woodlark fings : 

Thefe Nature’s works, the curious mind employ, 
Infpire a foothing melancholy joy : 

As fancy warms, ery kind of pain 

Steals o’er the cheek and thrills the, creeping vein ! 





Each rural fight, each-found, each {mell, combine ; 
The tinkling fheep-bell, or the breath of kine ; 
‘The new-mown hay that {cents the {welling breeze, 
Or cottage-chimney fmoking through the trees. 


The chilling night-dews fall : — away retire ; 

For fee, the glow-worm lights her amorous fire ! 
Thus, ere night’s veil had half-obfcur’d the fky, 
Th’ impatient damfel hung her lamp on high: 
True to the fignal, by love’s meteor led, 
Leander haften’d to his Hero’s bed. 


ODE onhis MAJESTY’s BIRTH-DAY, 
By the Rev, T. Warton. B. D. Poet Laureat. 


HAT native genius taught the Britons bold 

W To guard their fea-girt cliffs of old ? 
*Twas Liberty : fhe taught difdain , 
Of death, of Rome’s imperial chain. 

She bade the Druid harp to battle found, 

In tones prophetic, through the gloom profound 

Of forefts hoar, with holy foliage hung ; 

From grove to grove the tees “ge rung ; 
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Belinus ¢all’d his painted tribes around, 
And, rough with many a veteran fcar, 
a the pale legions with the fcythed car, 
' While baffled Carfar fled, to gain 
An eafier triumph on Pharfalia’s plain ; 
And left the ftubborn ifle to ftand elate 
Amidft a conquer’d world, in lone majeftic ftate ! 


A kindred fpirit foon to Britain’s fhore 
’ ‘The fons of Saxon Elva bore; _ 

Fraught with th’ unconqyerable foul, 

Who died to drain the warrior-bow], 
In that bright hall, where Odin’s Gothic throne 
With the broad blaze of brandifh’d falchions fhone ; 
Where the long roofs rebounded to the dip 
Of fpeétre chiefs, who feafted far within : 
Yet not intent on dreadful deeds alone, 

They felt the fires of focial zeal, 
The peaceful wifdom of the public weal ; 

Though nurs’d in arms and hardy ftrife, 
They knew to frame the plans of temper’d life ; 
The king’s, the people’s, balanc’d claims to found 
On one eternal bafe, indiffolubly bound. , 


Sudden, to fhake the Saxon’s mild domain, 
Rufh’d in rude fwarms the robber Dane, 
From frozen waftes, and caverns wild, 

To genial England’s fcenes beguil’d ; 

And in his clamorous van exulting came 

‘The demons foul of famine and of flame : 

Witnefs the fheep-clad fummits, roughly crown’d 

With many a frowning fofs, and airy mound, 

Which yet his defultory march proclaim !— 

Nor ceas’d the tide of gore to flow, 

Till Alfred’s laws allur’d th’ inteftine foe ; 
And Harold calm’d his headlong rage 

To brave atchievement, and to counfel fage ; 

For oft in favage breafts the buried feeds 

Of brooding virtue live, and freedom’s faireft deeds ! 


But fee, triumphapt o’er the fouthern wave, 
The Norman fweeps !—'Tho’ firft he gave 
New grace to Britain’s naked plain, 

With arts and manners in his train ; 

And many a fane he rear’d, that ftill fublime 

In mafly pomp has mock’d the ftealth of ‘time ; 

And caitle fair, that, ftript of half its towers, 

From fome broad fteep in fhatter’d glory ours; 

Yet brought he flavery from a fofter clime 
Each eve, the curfeu’s note fevere 


(That now but foothes the mufing poet’s ear) 
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At the new tyrant’s ftern command, 
Warn’d to unwelcome reft a wakeful Jand ; 
While proud oppreffion o’er the ravifh’d field 
High rais’d his armed hand, and fhook the feudal fhield. 


Stoop’d then that freedom to defpotic fway, 
For which, in many a fierce affray, 
The Britons bold, the Saxons bl 
His Danifh javelins Lefwin led 
O’er Haitings’ plain, to ftay the Norman yoke ? 
She felt, but to refift, the fudden ftroke : 
Fae tyrant-baron grafp’d the patriot’s fteel, 
And taught the tyrant-king its force to feel ; 
And quick revenge the regal bondage broke. 
And ftill unchang’d of uncontroul’d, 
Its refcued rights fhall the dread empire hold : 
For lo, revering Britain's caufe, 
A king new luftre lends to native laws! 
The ered Sovereign of this feftal day 
On Albion’s old renown refteéts a kindred ray ! 


EULOGtIUM on WILLIAM IIL 
[From Mr. Hayrey’s Occasionat Stanzas. 


Written at the Requeft of the Revotution Socisty.]} 


J>\OR Britain, and for human kind, 
To raife the proftrate form of law, 

Attentive Virtue held her feat, enfhrin’d 

In thy pnconquerable foul, Naffau ! 

Heroes, by victory more careft, 
The fiery bolts of war haye hurl’d, 

And conquerors have liv’d of earth the peft ; 

But Glory’s felf, from all her flags unfurl’d, 

Counts not a name like thine a bleffing to the world, 


Deprefs’d, difnonour’d, wrong’d, enthrall’d, 
W ithering in fhame’s feul-blighting fhade, 
To thee our deeply-fuffering country call’d, 
As innocence to heaven, fecure of aid ; 
For well fhe knew thy fpirit’s force, 
Which, firm as a defepfive tower, 
Checking outrageous devaftation’s courfe, 
Stood, in thy nation’s dark defpairin hour, 
The champion of diftrefs, the fcourge of lawlefs power. 
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Pureft of princely names! unfway’d 
By bafe ambition’s fordid {prings, S 
In thee the refqued world was richly paid 
For the oppreflive crimes of prouder kings ; 
The Gallic defpot, in his , aati 
: _ wide unannes controul, 
Tho’ flattery, rich‘in fancy’s magic beams, 
Blazon’d him high on eeruunaee roll, 
Sunk into dim eclipfe beneath thy brighter foul. 


As in the feas, where fultry air 
The wildly-torturous wave impels, 
Hideous, and hoftile to the feaman’s prayer, 
The watery column-of perdition {wells : 
Yet haply a correétive power 
The vex’d and maddening waters feel ; 
Tho’ in their fpiral force fate feems to lower, 
The mafs, portentous to the veilel’s weal, 
Diffolves at the approach of fcience-pointed fteel, 


So, rais’d by bigotry’s hot breath, 
And pregnant with unnumber’d woes, 
With every form of danger and of death, 
Here the ftrange bulk of tyranny arofe ; 
And fo, when freedom’s darken’d ifle, 
The baleful prodigy deplored, 
So, brave Naffau! this fudden upftart pile, 
This public mifery’s tempeftuous hoard, 
Difpers’d before the point of thy preferving fword, 


Science, religion, every power 
Friendly to earth and true to heaven, 
Exulted in the blteft and bloodlefs hour, 
When freedom’s {ceptre to thy fway was given ; 
The probity. that'rul’d thy heart, 
And taught the fearful to rejoice 
Scorning to awe with force or lure with art, 
Left refcu’d liberty’s reviving voice 
To fix in free débate the fovereign of her choice, 


Confcious of ‘all a monarch’s care, 

And firm his duties to fulfil, 
Thy generous {pirit, with a guardian’s air; 

Receiv’d the gift of her unbiafs’d will ; 

By freedom crown’d, for her thy hfe, 
That nevér fear’d the ftorms of fate; 

Was freely ftak’d in peril’s diftant ftrife, 

When, arm’d with Gallic war’s prefiumptuous weight, 
The recreant J ames reelaimi*d his abdicated -ftate. 


STAN- 
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$T AWN ZAS read on the Day of the Publication of Mr. Ginnon’s 
Continuation of his History; which was alfo his Birth-day. By 
Mr. Hay.ey. ; 


E NIT of England and of Rome! 
G In mutual triumph here affiune 
e honours each may claim ! 
This focial fcene with fmiles furvey ! 
And confecrate the feftive day 
To friendfhip and to fame! 


Enough, by defolation’s tide, 
With anguifh, and malignant pride, 
Has Rome bewail’d her fate ; 
And mourn’d that time in havock’s hour, 
Defac’d each monument of power 
To {peak her truly great. 


O’er maim’d Polybius, juft and fage, 
O’er Livy’s mutilated page, 
How deep was her regret ! 
Touch’d by this queen, in ruin grand, 
See! Glory, by an Englith val 
Now pays a mighty debt, 


Lo! facred to the Roman name, 
And rais’d, like Rome’s immortal fame, 
By genius and by toil, 
‘The fplendid work is crown’d to-day, 
On which oblivion ne’er fhall prey, 
Nor envy make her {poil ! 


England, exult ! and view not now 
With jealous glance each nation’s brow, 
Where Hitt ’s palm has {pread! 

In every path of liberal art, 
Thy fons to prime diftinétion ftart, 
And no fuperior dread. 


Science for thee a Newton rais’d ; 

For thy renown a Shak{peare blaz’d, 
Lord of the drama’s ices 

In different fields to equal praife 

See Hiftory now thy Gipson raife 
To fhine without a peer! 


Eager to honour living worth, 
And blefs to-day the double birth, 
That proudeft joy may claim ; 
Let arclefs truth this homage pay, 
And confecrate the feftive day 

To friendfhip and to fame, 
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ELEGY, written on the Plain of Fontenoy, 
{From the Porrry of Anna Martixpa.] 


HILL blows the blaft, and twilight’ s dewy hand 
Draws in the weft her dufky veil away ; 
A deeper fhadow fteals along the land, 
Nature mufes at the death of day! 


Near this bleak wafte no friendly manfion rears 
Its walls, where mirth, and focial joys refound, 
But each fad object melts the foul to tears, 
While horror treads the fcatter’d bones around, 


As thus, alone and comfortlefs Lroam, 
Wet with the drizling fhow’r, I figh fincere ; 
I caft a fond look tow’rds my native home, 
And think what valiant Britons perifh’d here. 


Yes, the time was, nor very far the date, 
When carnage here her crimfon toil began ; 

When nations’ ftandards wav’d in threat’ning ftate, 
And man the murd’rer met the murd’rer man. 


For war ts murder, tho’ the voice of kings 

Has ftyl'd it juftice, ftyl’d it glory too ! 1 
Yet from worft motives, fierce ambition {prings, 

And there, fix’d prejudice j is all we view! 


But fure, ’tis heaven’s immutable decree, 
For thoufands ev’ry age in fight to fall ; 

Some nat'ral caufe prevails, we cannot fee, 
And that is Fate, which we Ambition call. 


O let th’ afpiring warrior think with grief, 
That as produc’d by chymic art refin’d ; ——~ 

So glitt’ring conqueft, from the laurel-leaf 
Extracts a gen’ral poifon for mankind, 


Here let him wander at the midnight hour, 
Thefe morbid rains, thefe gelid gales to meet ; 

And mourn, like me, the ravages of pow’r! 
And feel, like me, that vidt’ry is deteat ! 


Nor deem, ye vain! that e’er I mean to {well 
My feeble verfe with many a founding name ; 
Of fuch, the mercenary bard may tell, 
And call fuch dreary defolation, fame. 


The 


















































The genuine Mufe removes the thin difg uife wil 
That cheats the world, whene’er the deigns to fing ; | | | 
And full as meritorious to her eyes 
Seems the poor foldier, as the mighty king! ) 
Alike I fhun in labour’d ftrain to thow, 
How Britain more than triumph’d, tho” fhe fled, 
Where Louis ftood, where ftalk’d the column flow : 
I turn from thefe, and dwell upon the dead. 


Yet much my beating breaft refpeéts the brave ; 
Too well I love them not to mourn their fate, 

Why fhould they feek for greatnefs in the grave ? 
Their hearts are noble - and in life they ’re great. 


Nor think ’tis but in war the brave excel, —— 
To Valour ev’ry virtue is allied ! 

Here faithful friendfhip ’mid the battle fell, 
And love, true love, in bitter anguith died. 


Alas! the folemn flaughter I retrace, 
That checks life’s current cirling thro’ my veins, 
Bath’d in moift forrow, many a beauteous face, 
And gave a grief, perhaps, that ftill remains. 


Ican no more—an agony too keen, 
Abforbs my fenfes, and my mind fubdues, 
Hard were that heart which here could beat ferene, 
Or the juft tribute of a pang refufe. 


But lo! thro’ yonder op’ning clouds afar 
Shoots the bright planet’s fanguinary ray, 
That bears thy name, fictitious lord of war! 

And with red luftre guides my lonely way. 


Then Fontenoy, farewel! Yet much I fear, 
(Wherever chance my courfe peer to find, 
Diicord and. blood—the thrilling founds I hear, 
‘‘ The noife of battle hurtles in the wind.” 


From barb’rous Turkey to Britannia’s fhore, 
Oppofing int’refts ‘into rage increafe ; 

Deftruétion rears her fceptre, tumults roar, 
Ah! where fhall haplefs man repofe in peace ? 


STANZAS 
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STANZAS to DELLA CRUSA, occafioned by the above Elegy, 


{ From the fame Work.] 


USH’D be each ruder note ! — foft filence fpread, 
With ermine hand, thy cobweb robe around ; 
Attention ! pillow my reclining kead, 
Whilft eagerly I catch the golden found. 


Ha! what a tone was that, which floating near, 
Seem’d harmony’s full foul—whofe is the lyre ? 
Which feizing thus on my enraptur’d ear, 
Chills with its force,’ yet melts me with its fire, 


Ah dull of heart! thy minftrel’s touch not know, 
What bard but Della Crufa boafts fuch fkill ? 

From him alone; thofe melting notes can flow— 
He only knows adroitly thus to trill. 


Well have I left the groves, which fivhing wave 
Amidft November’s blafts their naked arms, 

Whilft their red leaves fall flutt’ring to their grave, 
And give again to duft May’s vernal charms. 


Well have I left the air-embofom’d hills, 
Where iprightly health in verdant bufkin plays ; 
Forfaken fallow meads,: and circling ‘mills, 


And thyme-drefs’d heaths, where the foft flock yet ftrays. 


Obfcuring fmoak, and air impure I greet, 
With the coarfe din that trade and folly form, 
For here the Mufe’s fon again I meet ~—— 
I catch his notes amidft the vulgar ftorm. 


His notes now bear me, penfive, to the plain, 
Cloth’d by a verdure drawn from Britain’s heart ; 
Whofe heroes bled fuperior to their pain, 


Sunk, crown’d with glory, and contemn’d the fiart. 


Soft, as he leads me round th’ enfanguin’d fields, 
The laurel’d thades forfake fheir grafly tomb, 

The burtting fod its palid inmate’ yields, 

" And o’er th’ immortal watfte their fpirits roam. 


Obedient to the Mufe the aéts revive 


Which time long paft had veil’d from mortal ken, 
Embattled fquadrons rufh, as when alive, 


Amd thadowy falchions gleam o’er fhadowy men. 
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Ah, who art thou, who thus with frantic air 
Fly’ft fearlefs to fupport that bleeding youth ; 

Binds his deep gafhes with thy glowing hair, 
And dieft befide him, to atteft thy truth ? 


«“ His fifter 1; an orphan’d pair, we griev’d 
« For parents jong at reft within the grave, 

« By a falfe guardian of our wealth bereav’d —— 
«The little act parental care cou’d fave. 


«¢ Chill look’d the world, and chilly grew our hearts, 
« Oh! where fhall Poverty expect a {mile ? 

“ Grofs lawlefs love, affumed its ready arts, 
«© And all befet was 1, with fraud and guile. 


« My Henry fought the war, and drop’d'the tears 
« Of love fraternal ashe bade farewel ; 

« But fear foon miade me rife, above my fears—— 
“ I follow’d—and fate toll’sour mutual kaell.’’ 


Chafte maiden reft ; and brighter fpring the green 
That decorates the turf thy bloom will feed! 
And oh, in fofteft mercy *twas I ween, 
To worth like thine, a brother’s grave’s decreed 


The dreadful flriek of death now darts around, 
The hollow winds repeat each tortur’d 

Deep bitter groans, ftill deeper groans refound, 
Whilft fathers, brothers, lovers, hufbands die ! 


Turn from this fpot, bleft bard! thy mental eye 3 
To hamlets, cities, empires, bend its beam ! 

*Twill there fuch multiplying deaths decry, 
That all before thee’ll but an abftraét feern. 


Why wafte thy tears o’er this contraéted plain * 
The fky which canopies the fons of breath, 
Sees the whole earth one ‘fctene of mortal ‘pain, 

The vaft, the univerfal bed of death ! 


Where do not hufbands, fathers, dying moan ? 
Where do not mothets, fifters, orphans weep? 


Where is not heard the laft expiring pr 
Or the deep throttle of che deutiafa fleep ! 
If, as philofophy doth often mufe, : 

A ftate of war, is natural ftate to man,"* 


Battte’s the ficknefs bravery would chufe-—~— 
Nobleft difeafe in nature’s various plaa! 
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Let vulgar fouls ftoop to the fever’s rage, 
Or flow, beneath pale atrophy depart, 

With gout and fcrophula weak variance wage, 
Or fink, with forrow cank’ring at the heart ; 


Thefe, be to common minds, th’ wunwifh’d decree! 
The firm feleét an illnefs more fublime ; 

By languid pains, fcorn their high fouls to free, 
But feek the fword’s fwift edge, and {purn at time. 


FATAL EFFECTS of MONASTIC SECLUSION, 


[From Bircu’s Ansey of Amarespury.] 


H! were thefe wails permitted to rehearfe, 

Or might our retrofpeétive vifion pierce 
Time’s facred volume, through each crouded page 
Dark with the annals‘of thine iron age, 
What monuments of blind, miitaken zeal, 
The faithful reeord would at once reveal ! 
Myriads of youth by thy deftructive fpell 
Sent living han'rals to the cloifter’d cell ; 
Condemn’d the wretched penance to abide 
Of foul hypocrify and monkifh pride. 
Each warm affection and paternal care 
Left unrequited fot the pomp of pray’r ; 
Each focial duty, each endearing tye, 
The foul’s beft bond, its native fympathy, 
And thofe few virtues which our natures own, 
Alike forgotten, or alike unknown. 


There the pale veftal to thy fhrine betray’d, 
Her fpirits wafted, and her bloom decay’, 
All melancholy mourns the ling’ring day, 
Forbid to feel and tutor’d how to pray; 
Taught to confefs thro’ the epbintung grate 


Thofe fins (if fins) the darkfome walls create, 
While foft confefion and reluctant pray’r 
Follow the bead lefs frequent than the tear : 
And from the lonely midnight couch arife 
The lovely captive’s ineffeétual fighs, 

With filent anguifh is her bofom torn 

And native tranfports ftruggling té be born ;——— 
The figh of meek compaffion, faithful gueft ! 
Supreme ang facred in the female breatt ; 
The foft vibrations of the tender vow, 

And all the namelefs extacies that flow 

From kindred harmony, domeftic peace, 
Maternal rapture, and connubial blifs. 

Add too the mild fenfations which await 

The daily comforts of the crouded gate. 








P O E T R Y. 
Whofe bounty never fails the poor to blef 

Like Heaven’s own manna, in the-wilderneis; 
Where ftreams no forrow, where the fons of need 
Are cloth’d if naked, and if hungry fed :—— 
Thofe blamelefs tran{ports of the virtuous mind 
From Heav’n defcended, and by Heav'n defign'd 
To foothe our fad variety of woe, 

And harmonize the ftate of man below. 


Such might have render’d many a veftal dear, 
The fun and folace of her focial fphere. 
But thefe expir’d at fome foul dwman’s hour, 
Crufh’d by the tron hand of papal pow’r. 
Hard ftate! the foul of fympathy deny’d 
To fhare the pleafure, or the pain divide ; 
Joylefs herfelf : to others’ joys unknown, 
She drops no tear for forrow but her own ; 
i in the folitary gloom, 
She finks unpity’d to an early tomb. 


Thus droops the beauteous piant.of tender birth, 
When rudely fever’d from its parent earth : 
Tho’ all alluring to the {poiler’s view 
The grace and fragrance of the vale it grew, 
Zn fome dank cave its dying fweets exhale, 
Where cheers no fun, where breathes no vernal gale ; 
The infant buds juit burfting into day, 
Strive to expand, and ere they bloom decay. 


The MORNING DREA™M, 
By the Author of the Task. 


: WAS in the {weet feafon of {pring, 
Afleep at the dawn ef the day, 
I dreamt what Lcannot but fing, 
So pleafant it feemed as I Jay. 


I dreamt that, on.ocean afloat, 
Far weft from fair Albion I fail’d, 

While the billows high lifted the boat, _ 
And the frefh-blowing breeze never fail’d, 


In the fteerage a woman I faw, 

(Such, at leaft, was the form that fhe bore,} 
Whofe beauty imprefs’d me with awe, 

Ne’er taught me by woman before. 
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She fat, and a fhield by her fide 

Shed light, like afun, onthe waves; 
And, fmiling divinely, fhe cried, 

I go to make freemen of flaves! 


Then raifing her voice toa ftrain, 
The fweeteft that ear ever heard, 

She fung of the flave-broken chain, 
Wherever her glory appear’d. 


Some clouds, which had over us hung, 
Fled, chas’d by her melody clear ; 

And methought, w while fhe liberty fung, 
*T was liberty only to hear. 


Thus fwiftly dividing the flood, 
Toa flave-cultur’d ifland we came, 
Where a demon her enemy ftood, 
Oppreflion his terrible name. 


In his hand, asa fignof his fway. 
A fcourge hung with lafhes he bore 
And ftood looking out for his prey 
From Africa’s forrowful fhere. 


we 


But foon as approaching the land 


This Gaddets-like woman he view’d, 


The fcourge he let fall from his hand, 
With blood of his fubjeéts embrued, 


I faw him both ficken and die, 


And, the moment the monfter expir’d, 


Heara fhouts, that afcended the fky, 


From thoulfands with raptures infpir’d. 


—Awaking, how could I but mufe 


On what fuch 2 dream might betide ? 


But foon my ear caught the glad | news, 


Which ferv'’d my weak thoughts for a guide : 


That Britannia, renown’d o’er the waves, 


From the hatred fhe ever has fhewn 
Tothe black fcepter’d Ruler of Slaves, 
Refolves to have none of her own, 


RE 


REFLEC: 














H 





REFLECTIONS on Viewing the Prospect from 


HILL. 


a~ & 


From a Poem fo called. By W. Crowe, LL. B. Public 


Orator to the Univerfity of Oxford. 


HOU namelefs rivulet, who from the fide 
Of Lewefdon foftly welling forth, doft tri p 
Adown the valley, wandering fportively. 
Alas, how foon thy little courte will end! 
How foon thy infant ftream fhall lofe itfelf 
In the falt mafs of waters, ere it grow 
To name of greatnefs! yet it flows along 
Untainted with the commerce of the world, 
Nor pafling by the noify haunts of men; 
But through fequefter’d meads, a little {pace, 
Winds fecretly, and in its wanton path 
May cheer fome drooping flower, or minifter 
Of its coc! water to the thirfty lamb: 
Then falls into the ravenous fea, as pure 
As when it iffued from its native hill. 

So to thine early grave didft thou run on, 
Spotlefs Francefca, fo, after thort courte, 
Thine innocent and playful infane 
Was fwallowed up in death, and thy pure fpirit 
In that illimitable zulph which bounds 
Our mortal continent. But not there loft, 

Not there extinguifh’d, as fome falfely teach, 
Who can talk much and learnedly of life, 

Who know our frame and fafhion, who can tell 

The fubftance and the properties of man, 

As they had feen him made; aye and ftood by, 

Spies on Heaven’s work. They alfo can difcourfe 
Vilely, to prove that what mutt be muft be, 

And thew how thoughts are jogg’d out of the brain 

By a mechanical impulfe ; puflung on 

"The minds ot us, poor unaccountables, 

To fatal refolution. Know they not, 

‘That in this mortal life, whate’er it be, 

We take the path that leads to good or evil, 

And therein find our blifs or mifery ? 

And this includes all reafonable ends 

Of knowledge or of Dcing ; farther to go 

1s-toil unprofitable, and th’ effect 

Mott perilous wandering. Yet of this be fure ; 

Where freedom is not, there no virtue Is: 

If there be none, this world is alla cheat, 

And the divine ftability of Heaven 

{That aflured feat for good men after death) 
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Isbut atranfient cloud; difplay’d fo fair 

To cherifh virtuous hope, but at our need 
Eludes the fenfe, and fools our honeft faith, 
Vanifhing ina lie. If this be fo, 

Were it not better to be born a beaft, 

Only to feel what is, and thus to ’fca 

The aguifh fear that fhakes the afflicted breaft 
With fore anxiety of what fhall be ; 

And all for nought ? fince our moft wicked act 
Is not our fin, and our religious awe 

Delufion; if that ftrong neceflity 

Chains up our will. But that the mind is free, 
The mind herfelf, beft judge of her own ftate, 
Is feelingly convinced ; nor to be moved 

By fubtle words, that may perplex the head, 
But ne’er perfuade the heart. Vain argument, 
That with falfe weapons of agp od 

Fights againft hope, and fenfe, and nature’s ftrenyth! 
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Of the Year 1788. 


ro 


T is with peculiar pleafure that 
] we introduce our Hiftory of the 
Domeltic Literature of the year 
1788, by announcing a new edi- 
tion of the ** Works of Nathaniel 
Lardner, D, D. containing Credi- 
bility of the Gofpel Hiftory ; Jew- 
ith and Heathen Teftimonies ; Hif- 
tory of Heretics ; and his Sermons 
and Traéts ; with general Chrono- 
logical Tables, and copious Indexes, 
!n eleven Volumes :”’ to the firft of 
which is prefixed, the Life of the 
Author, by Dr. Kippis. The folid 
learning, juft and candid criticifm, 
intimate knowledge of antiquity, and 
prevalent love of truth, which cha- 
racterife the writings of Dr, Lardner, 
have, with the liberal and well-in- 
formed of all parties, eftablifhed his 
claim to be the firft of modern di- 
vines, and ** one of the ableft advo- 
cates for the authenticity and truth 
of the Chriftian revelation, that ever 
exifted.”” The ftiends to facred 
literature, therefore, will be highly 
gratified, by the republication of 
the labours of fo eininent and diftin- 
guifhed a character: efpecially as 
many of the pieces which form the 
prefent volumes, were not to be 
purchafed on any terms, and fome 
of the moft valuable were fold at a 
price fo enormous, as to be enquired 
after only by the curious and weal 


thy. The Life of Dr. Lardners 
which De. Kippis has drawa up with 
great attention and care, and in a 
manner that is eafy and agreeable, 
will be an acceptable addition to 
thofe who venerate the memory of 
that great and excellent man. The 
delineation which it exhibits of his 
character, which was uniformly a- 
miable, virtuous, and pious; and 
the hiftory which it gives of his un- 
common application and induftry, 
to a very advanced period of lifes 
would add weight, if any weight 
were wanting, to the credit which 
his works have acquired, and to 
that diftinguifhed applaufe to which 
he will always be entitled from the 
Chriftian world. 

During the prefent year there 
has likewife been publifhed, a new 
and complete edition of the ‘* Works 
of Bifhop Warburton,” in feven 
volumes quarto. This edition cons 
tains not only thofe labours of the 
learned prelate which have already 

fled the ordeal of criticifm, but 
uch others of his ingenious difcuf- 
fions as were intended by him for 
the prefs, though left in an imper- 
fet and unfinifhed ftate. With a 
liberality that is highly commend- 
able, the editor has collected thefe 
new pieces in ‘A Supplemental Vo- 
lume,’’ in oftavo, which is publifhed 
N3 ‘epee 
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feparately, for the benefit of thofe 
aay othe in poffeffion of our au- 
hor’s former works. Thefe Re- 
by Warburtonianz confift of an 
fay on Truth, in the introduc- 
tion to the volume; and of the 
ninth book of the “ Divine Lega- 
tion of Mofes,”® which contains a ge- 
neral view of God’s moral difpenfa- 
tion to man from Adam to Chritt, 
with our author’s Syftein of the Na- 
ture and Genius of Me Gofpel. To 
thefe is added an Appendix, con- 
fifting of three fermons, directions 
for the ftudy of Theology, and Re- 
marks on Neal’s Hiftory of the Pu- 
ritans. Notwithftanding that we 
differ in many refpects from the 
fyftem which Dr. Warburton adopt- 
ed, and confider many of his hypo- 
thefes to be fanciful, and his re- 
marks erroneous and_ ill-founded, 
we cannot with-hold from him that 
tribute of praife which is due to his 
great learning and ingenuity. And 
though we nreet, in this volume, 
with occafional marks of that imbe- 
cility to which old age agd difeafe 
level tlie ftrongeft minds, we more 
frequently recognife the fame {pirit 
and energy which diftinguifhed our 
author’s former publications. And 
We may venture to pronounce, that 
the fame which he acquired by his 
rand and favourite work, will fuf- 
er no diminution from the conti- 
nuation of it which is now offered 
to the public. 

Among the biblical critics who 
during the prefent year have con- 
tributed their efforts towards the 
elucidation of the facred writings, 
the world is particularly indebted to 
Dr. Newcome, bifhop of Waterford, 
for his * Attempt towards an im- 
proved Verfion, a metrical Arrange- 
ment, and an Explanation of the 
Prophet Ezekiel’? The method 
which the learned prelate obferves 
in his prefent ufeful work, is fimilar 
with that which he adopted ia his 


improved Verfion of the Twelve 
Minor Prophets ; on which we have, 
in a former volume, beftowed our 
warm commendation. And the notes 
by which he juftifies his alterations 
of our common verfion, bear equal 
teftimony to his learning, daligence, 
and mnpaftiality. Wherever thefe 
alterations are introduced, it will 
be obvious to the attentive reader, 
that they have originated in a de- 
fire of rendering the language of 
the prophet more perfpicuous and 
intelligible: and that they are real 
improvements. In a learned pre- 
face to this work, Dr. Newcome 
ftates the chief hiitorical events 
that relate to the period of Eze- 
kiel’s prophecy;  illuftrates the 
character of his ftyle and man- 
ner; and fuccefsfully detends the 
copioufnefs, perfpicuity, and ele- 
ance of the Hebrew dialect. Thefe 
arate difquifitions will prove high- 
ly gratifying to the clafiical and po- 
lite fcholtar. But they will be found 
peculiarly interefting to the theolo- 
gical ftudent, on account of the 
forcible manner in which they re- 
commend the cultivation of the He- 
brew language; not only for the 
beauties of its compofition, but be- 
caufe ‘of the importance of the 
treafures which it unfolds; and 
becaufe, * fuch a vein of hebraifms 
runs through the writings of the 
New Teftament, that even thefe 
divine oracles cannot be accurately 
underftood, nor the anomalies ot 
their ftyle explained, without fome 
knowledge of Hebrew literature.” 
Dr. Hodgfon, oye of Hert- 
ford-college, Oxford, who juftly ac- 
quired a high degree of reputation, 
by his Verfion of Solomon’s Song, 
has again drawn the attention of the 
literary world, by a tranflation from 
the Hebrew of “ the Proverbs of So- 
lomon.”” To'this tafk he was encou- 
raged, partly, by the favourable re- 
ception which his former oe 
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met with; but principally, by the 
juft obfervations on humaa life, the 
valuable initructions, and the per- 
fuafive exhortations to virtue and 
religion with which thefe Proverbs 
abound. The fame marks of found 
fenfe, good tafte, and juft criticifm 
are difcernible in the prefent, as in 
our author’s former publication, 
And the notes by which he fupports 
the alterations which he introduces, 
and his occafional deviation from 
the ktter of the original, afford 
fufficient evidence of his attentive 
ftudy, and powers of juft difcrimi- 
nation. ’ 

Mr. Wefton’s ** Attempt to tranf- 
late and explain. the different Paf- 
fages in the Song of Deborah, with 
the Affiftance of Kennicot’s Colla- 
tion, Roffi’s Verfion, and Critical 
Conjecture,”’ although we cannot 
pronounce it fuccefsful, futhciently 
eftablifhes the author’s character for 
learning and ingenuity. And he 
is entitled to our praife tor his bold- 
nefs in meeting dithculties which 
have appailed the moft zealous and 
arduous critics. Still, however, the 
veil is not removed. And we think 
that the frequency with which Mr. 

Velton deviates into the wilds of 
conjectural criticifa, inftcad of di- 
recting him to the juft and Natural 
interpretation, has a tendency to in- 
creafe the obfcurity in which the 
beauties of this poem are enveloped. 

The firft volume of * A Short 
gnc plain Expofition of the Old 
Teftament, with devotional and 


= Reflections, for the Ufe of 


‘amilies, by the Rev. Job Orton, 
aye from the Author’s MSS. 
»"y Robert Gentleman,” is part of 
a work to be completed in five or 
fix volumes, in which the worthy 
and refpeétable author devoted his 
Jabours to the information and im- 
rovement of plain and ferious 
Chriftians With refpegt to the 
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form of his work, he has kept in 
view the excellent ‘Dr. Doddridge’s 
Family Expofitor. The materials 
were collected by the author during 
a period of more than twenty years, 
when they were arranged in an in- 
terleaved Bible, and formed the 
ground-work of a public expofition 
of the fcriptures, which he deli- 
vered to his congregation at Shrewf- 
bury. As this work was not de- 
figned for the learned and critical 
reader, but for the ufe of families 
and private Chriftians, it would be 
unjuit to try its merits, by compar- 
ing it with our more profound and 
valuable commentaries. It is not, 
however, dettitute of learned notes 
and obfervations, extra¢ted from our 
beft modern expofitors; fome of 
which were collected by the author, 
and others fince added by the editor. 
But it is principally adapted to the 
pious defign of the author; and 
may be recommended to the fcrious 
and well diipofed, as an edifying 
and initructive companion. 

Cole’s ** Key to the Plalms, &ce. 
tending to promote, expeditioufly, 
the better underftanding of them 
among the Ignorant in general, and 
for the Information of the lower 
Clafles of People,’ will alfo be 
found an ufeful affiftant to the un- 
learned, in explaining many wofds, 
allufions, and fentences, in thofe 
divine poems, which are attended 
with fome degree of difficulty and 
obfcurity. 

The * Morfels of Criticifm, tend- 
ing to illuftrate fome few Paflages 
in the holy Scripture upon Philofo- 
yhical Principles, and an enlarged 
View of Things,” by Edward King, 
efq. have atforded us much enter- 
tainment, as well as information. 
They abound in proofs of the au- 
thor’s extenfive knowledge and eru- 
dition ; while at the fame time they 
are djftinguifhed by a variety of 

N 4 oblerva- 
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obfervations and opinions uncom- 
monly fingular and eccentric. Mr. 
King’s object is to apply the mo- 
dern improvements in philofophy, 
and even the more abftrufe doc- 
trines of chemiftry, in elucidating 
the language, and in explaining the 
allufions and the prophetical parts 
ef Scripture. Such a plan affords 
a wide field for the exercife of inge- 
nuity, and for the application of 
fanciful conjecture. Hof, how- 
éver, who recollect that the infpired 
writers always adapted their lan- 
guage to the — ideas, and the 
general prejudices of mankind, will 
not, without fome degree ot hefita- 
tion, become converts to our au- 
thor’s fyitem. Among other com- 
clufions which he draws, the tollow- 
ing will intereft the curiofity of our 

ders: that the fun is “ one of 
She manfions of heaven, and becaufe 
of is near connectton with our 
earth, more immediately our hea- 
ven ;’”’ that @ communication with 
heaven, through the medium of an- 
gels, at fome future period is pro- 
bable; that the day of judgment 
will bea long period of deliberate 
arrangement, that may laft a thou- 
fand years ; that there will be a fe- 
cond perfonal reign of Chritt upon 
earth ; that this globe is continually 
approaching towards the fun, and 
will at length approach fo near as 
to be ignited and become a comet ; 
and that the place of punifhment 
for wicked men is in the centre of 
the earth, which is the bettomlefs 
pit. The author’s reafonings in 
fupport of thefe curious opinions, 
if not always convincing and fatis- 
factory, are ingenious and amufing ; 
and though we may not admit their 
force, we can fincerely applaud the 
excellence of his intentions, and the 
diligence with which he hath em- 
ployed himfelf in contributing to 
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the improvement of facred litera. 
ture. 
‘ one of a treatife, entitled 
r revifing by Authority 
our prefent Verfion of the Bible, 
briefly ftated and impartially confi- 
dered,”” with much candour and 
good fenfe ewjuires into the true 
ftate of the Hebrew text; and illut 
tates the caufes of its imperfeétions, 
He afterwards brings feveral in. 
ftances from Lowth and Kennicott 
to thew, how a flight alteration will 
Feftore paflages evidently corrupted, 
to their genuine fenfe and mean. 
ing; difcafles and refutes the obdjec- 
tions commonly adduced againtt a 
new tranflation ; and concludes, by 
giving his opinion, that in accom. 
plifhing fo defirable an object, as 
far as ts poflible, the majeftic fim- 
plicity of the old tranflation thould 
be carefully preferved. We heartily 
concur with this writer in his 
jait and fenfible obfervations; and 
particularly recommend his con- 
cluding remark to thofe worthy 
men aimong{t us, who, though of 
different religious opinions, are 
zealoufly uniting their labours in 
reftoring the purity, and in explain- 
ing the original meaning of the 
facred text. 

The author of * A Differtation 
om the Mefiage from St. Jolin the 
Baptift to our Saviour,” piopofes a 
different folution from that com- 
monly received to the queftion— 
Why was fuch a meflage fent by 
John the Baptift? Inftead of ad- 
mitting that the doubt and incredu- 
lity of John’s ars ia were the 
caufes of it, he refolves it into the 
anxiety of John himfelf, while fut- 
fering the hardfhips of imprifon- 
ment; and into his wifh that the 
miraculous power of Jefus might 
be exerted in releafing him from his 
confinement.’ This opinion, which 
is 
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js not entirely new, our author fup- 

rtsinarational and manly manner, 
with much learning and ingenuity ; 
and adds many pertinent reflections 
onthe life and miniftry of the Bap- 
rift. . 

The ‘ Lectures on the figurative 
Language of the Holy Scripture, 
and the Interpretation of it from 
the Scripture ifelf, by William 

ves, M.A. FLR.S.” are the pro- 
dudtiuns of a gentleman, who, to 
a confiderable thare ot knowledge 
and good fenfe, has united a fond- 
nefs for fingular and fanciful opi- 
nions. The figurative language of 
the New Teftament he deduces from 
fenfible objects ; the inftitutions of 
the law of Mofes; the perfons of 
the prophets; the hiftory of the 
church of Ifrael; and from the ac- 
tions of infpired men. In this or- 
der, and under thefe heads, he exa- 
mines the different metaphors 1m 
{cripture. His explanations of thete 
are frequently judicious and valu- 
able, and convey much informa- 
tion and inftruction: but, fome- 
times, being derived trom fuppofi- 
tion and hypothefis, they will be 
found to be eccentric and vifionary. 
We think, particularly, that he has 
little foundation for kis furmife, 
that the f{cripture contains hidden 
do@rines or myiteries in connection 
with thofe more clear and obvious, 
which are feparately intended by 
the apoftolical terms, fpirit and let- 
ter ot the Gofpel; which fuppofed 
hidden doétrines it is a great part of 
his defign to elucidate. And we 
confider his apprehenfions of the dan- 
ger from innovations, and of the 
toFal-deftrution of church and ftate, 
which is to follow from the preva- 
lence of unitariafifm, to be ime- 
rinary and groundleise To thefe 
hates are added, four fupplemen- 
tary ones on St. Paul’s epritle to the 
Hebrews ; the lait of which on the 
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moral of the Chriftian doctrines, as 
related in this epiftle, is particularly 
excellent. 

Among the moft valuatile publi- 
gatrons which have appeared in de- 
fence of natural and revealed reli- 
gion, our firft attention is due to 
Mr. Neckar’s treatife, “ On the 
Importance of religious Opinions,’’ 
tranflated from the French. The 
labours of fo diftinguifhed a charac- 
ter in the fervice of religion, have 
greatly interefted the curiofity of 
the public, and do the higheft cre- 
dit to his head and heart. This 
work is divided into eighteen chap 
ters. In the firft four chapters, the 
author treats on the connection of 
religious ideas with public order; 
draws a parallel between the influ- 
ence of religious ideas and that of 
lav @ and opinions; and difcufles the 
objections drawn from our natural 
difpofition ta goodnefs, and from 
the good conduct of fome irreligious 
men. Inthe 5th and 6th he confi 
ders the influence of religious ideas, 
and of virtue, on happinefs. The 
sth, 8th, and gth chapters, are em- 
ployed in pointing out the import 
ance of religious opinions to fove- 
reigns; and in refuting the obje 
tions which fceptical writers have 
attempted to draw, againft the ex- 
cellence of religion, from the evils 
which theological controverfies and 
a fanatical barbarous zeal have oc- 
cafioned. In the four following 
chapters the author proves, that the 
idea of a Supreme Being is fulfied 
ent of itfelf to ferve as a founda- 
tion for all moral duties; and efta- 
blifhes the evidence of the exiftence 
of God. The isth and :6thohap 
ters infift on the refpect which true 
philofophy owes to religious opini- 
ons, and on the evil of intolerance ; 
the 17th contains the author’s re- 
fiections on the importance of Chrif- 
taan morality ; and the concluding 
q@iapte 
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chapter refers to the whole fubject, 
the importance of religious opini- 
ons to private happinefs. In this 
admirab e treatife we have a {trik- 
ing inftance of the improvement 
which Chriftianity gives td philofo- 
phy, ina mind that is at once great, 
well informed, unprejudiced, we 
virtuous. Aud while we view fuch 
a diftinguifhed ftatefman and emi- 
nent literary character feeking his 
beft confolations in the fentim ents 
which religion dictates to us, we 
feel, with additional force, tie va- 
lue of thofe grand truths, which 
fupport the dignity and happinefs 
of human nature. WV ith refpect to 
the execution of this work, we may 
obferve, that it difcovers great fa- 
gacity and ffrength of reafoning, 
an accurate knowledge of manhjnd, 
and that the author pofleffes a de- 
vout feeling heart. It may, per- 
haps, be objected, that he feems, 
fometimes, to be involved in the 
obfcurity of metapnefies ; and that 
his ftvle is not fu Hicien tly precife and 
perfpic uous. But thefe imperfec- 
tions are of trifling confideration, 
when weighed againit the general 
metite of his performance, 

The Hiftory of the Kifedts of 
Rel ligion on Mankind; in Coun- 
tries ancient and modern, barbar- 
ous and civilized, by the rev. Fd- 
ward Ryan, B. D.”’ is intended to 
fhew the neceihity, and to eftablith 
the truth of divine Revelation, 
This work, which originated in a 
prize differtation, delivered to the 
univerfity of Dublin, in the year 
1775, is divided into four fe¢tions, 
in which the author confiders the 
influance of religion on the Pagans, 
the Jews, the Chriftians, and the 
Mahometans. In the profecution 
of his plan, Mr. Ryan has arranged 
his materials with judgment, and 
fecured the praife of his readers for 
his diligence and learning. His 
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ftyle is plain and perfpicuous, and, 
therefore, well adapted to the de- 
fign of fuch a work. And, if We 
do not meet with much novelty in 
his facts or obfervations, his per 
formance is well calculated for the in. 
formation and improvement of thole 
who have it not in their power to 
confult the various authors ie ‘effary 
to elucidate fuch a comprehentive 
fubject. We think, however, that 
fome of the sitinagttion to which he 
refers, are not of fufficient credit to 
be\adduced in a work * which com- 
prizes within a narrow compats, the 
fruits of many years ftudy and re. 
fearch.” The good fenie of our 
author will, doubtlefs, lead him 
to attend to this remark in that 
continuation of his fubjeét which 
the public have been led to ex- 


Pe ct. 
Dr. Browne’s excellent “ Effay 
on the Folly of Scepticifm, the Ab- 


furditv of dogmatizing on religious 
Subjects 5 and the proper Medium to 
be obter ved betw ecn ‘thee two Ex- 
tremes,”” of which work we expreff- 
ed our approbation in our account of 
the Literature of the United Pro- 
vinces for the year 1757, has, for 
the benefit of the Inglith reader, 
been publifhed in this country, of 
which the author is a natin e. We 
take the opportunity of mentioning 
it in this place, that the attention of 
our countrymen may be turned to- 
wards a performance which has juit- 
ly been appl: iuded on the continent, 
as learned, ingenious, and inftruc- 
tive, and admirably adapted to be- 
friend the intérefts of rational reli- 
gion and found morals. 

Mr. Gibert, one of the minifters 
of the French « hapel at St. James’ Sy 
has alfo engaged in the defence of re- 
ligion and divine revelation: in his 
«¢ Obfervations on the Writings of 
M. Voltaire &c.”’ in two vo Jumes, 


written im French. Thefe Obferva- 
tions 
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tions are delivered in the form of 
notes on a variety of offenfive paf- 
fages collected from the writings of 
that celebrated fceptic ; and they are 
deferving of our praife, on account 
of the laudable intention of the war- 
thy author, and the ability which he 
difcovers in expofing ignorance, and 
detecting fophiftry. The method 
which Mr, Gibert has adopted ap 
pears well calculated to anfwer the 
defign which he had in view; and 
we recommend his work tothofe who 
are converfant with the writings of 
the French philofopher, as a proper 
antidote to the poifon of infidelity, 
which he has wantonly diffufed 
throughout his voluminous produc- 
tions. 

The intention of “ An Addrefs 
to the Detits; or, an Enquiry into 
the Character of the Author of the 
Book of Revelation &c.”’ is to vin- 
dicate that part of the New Tefta- 
ment writings from the charge of 
enthufiaim or impofture; and to 
prove it’s divine origin, from the 
coincidence of variows events which 
have actually taken place, with the 
prophecies which it contains. Al- 
though the labours of Mede, and 
Lowman, might feem to fupercede 
the neceility of this publication, the 
intelligent and judicious author isen- 
titled to a favourable reception, for 
his zealous and able fervices in the 
caufe of revelation. He appears ta 
be well acquainted with his fubject; 
and has drawn up his arguments and 
obfervations, with much force and 
per{picuity. 

The * Letters addreffed to a young 
Gentleman who had early imbibed 
the Principles of Infidelity,” appear 
to be the productions of a fincere 
and warm friend to divine revela- 
tion. On this account, as well as 
for his plain good fenfe, the author 
is deferving of attention. We think, 
however, that he might have direct- 
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ed his young friend to feveral valu- 
able publications, in which his own 
arguments would have appeared with 
greater force, and come recommend- 
ed by more ftriking charms of lan- 
guage. 

To the friends of free enquiry, 
the publication, during the prefent 
year, of the 1Vth, Vth, and VIth. 
volumes of “ The Theological Re- 
pofitory, confifting of original Effays, 
Hints, Queries, &c. calculated to 
promote religious Knowledge,”’ will 
be an agreeable circumftance. This 
work, it is well Known, was intend- 
ed by the editor as a theatre for reli- 
gious controverfy: and has proved 
the means of laying before the pub- 
lic many original and valuable com- 
munications. The fubjeéts of in- 
veftigation in the prefent volumes 
are, the eviden-es of revelation, the 
rites and pofitive inffitutions of the 
Oldand New Teftiments; the Ari- 
an and Athanatian centroverfies ; 
biblical criticifin; together with a 
variety of miicellancous articles, 
which our limits will not permit us 
to fpecity. Among the papers of a 
more interefting and important kind, 
we may recon mend thofe intend- 
ed to eftablith the divine authority of 
Moles and of Jefus Chril, and to 
afcertain in what fenfe they were in- 
{pired, and how far the prophets and 
apoftles partook of fupernatural af- 
fittance ; thofe whieh affert the de- 
nendence of Chriftianity on the Jew- 
if revelation ; and the eflavs on the 
authenticity of the hiftory of the 
miraculous conception, amd in vin- 
dication of the obfervance of the 
Lord’s day. In many of thefe pa- 
pers the {pirit of {peculation is car- 
ried to a confiderable extent ; and 
opinions which for many ages have 
been implicitly received, are difcufl- 
ed with unufual boldnefs and free- 
dom. And although we are not al- 
ways convinced by the reafonings of 
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their fenfible authors, we admire 
the ingenuity and learming which 
they difcover ; and we reft fatished 
in the perfuation, that the iflue of 
fuch controverfies mutt prove favour- 
able to the interefts of tuuth and vir- 
tue. 

In « A Comment on the Apoftle’s 
Creed, for the Ufe of unlearned 
Chriftians, by the Rev. Edward 
Holmes M. A.”’ the author ex- 
plains the doctrines contained in 
that fummary of faith, on the 
principles of Unitarianifm. In his 
verfion of the Creed he changes the 
words ghoft into Spirit, gu ck into 
fiving, and rofe into was ra‘feds 
He omits that part which defcribes 
our Saviour as defcending into hell, 
as well as the articles Holy Cathoiic 
Church, and Communion of Saints ; 
both on account of the obfcurity of 
their meaning, and becaufe they 
were not introduced into it till to- 
wards the cg nclufion of the fifth cen- 
tury. The language of this com- 
mentary is plam, but impreflive. 
And whether the general fentiments 
which the author inculcates be well 
founded, or otherwife, we approve 
of the candeur and liberality with 
which he endeayours toconvince his 
readers, ** that neither his opinion 
of this Creed, nor the Creed itfelf, 
nor any other human confeflion, is 
ot any importance or obligation, if 
it be not confiftent with the form ot 
found words delivered by Chrift and 
his apoftles. 

The *“ Confiderations on Ancient 
and Modern Creeds, &c. hy the late 
Henry Taylor, M. A. Author of 
Ben Mordecai’s Apology for cm- 
bracing Chriftianity,’’ collected to- 

ether ina pofthumous publication, 

y his Son Henry Taylor LL. B. 
come recommended to the theologi- 
cal world by the fame learning, and 
ingenuity, and critical acumen, 
which eftablifhed the author’s reput- 
@tion whilc living. ‘The fentiments 


which Mr. Taylor adopted are fui. 
ciently known from his former 
writings, which have been univer- 
tally read. In thefe confiderations 
he fupports at large the fame opini- 
ons; and, with much-ability and 
flrewdnefs, endeavours to involve his 
antagonilts, on the Trinitarian and 
Sociiian fides of the queftion, in em- 
baraflment, or abfurdity. We do 
not think, however, that on either 
file they will be difpofed to yield 
him the palm of vi€ory. To thefe 
confiderations is added, by another 
hand, a fhort treatife on the imma- 
teriality and immortality of the 
foul, which the author endeavours 
to fupport on the ground of the 
mind’s confcioufnefs of it’s exiftence, 
which, he maintains, “ neceflarily 
includes the confcioufnefs of unity, 
individuality, permanent identity, 
and a power of beginning motion ; 
properties of which matter is detti- 
tute.” 

Mr. Lindfey, in his “ Vindicix 
Prieftleiana : an Addrefs tothe Stu- 
dents of Oxford and Cambridge &c.”” 
has entered into a zealous and copi- 
ous defence ef Dr. Prieftley’s theo- 
logical and metaphyfical writings, 
againft the objeétions and attacks of 
his antagonifts; and, particularly, 
again{t thofe of Doétor Horne, 
Dean of Canterbury. In this work, 
the worthy author exhibits fatisfac- 
tory proofs of his thorough acquaint- 
ance with the fubjeéts which are fo 
warmly agitated by our modern po- 
lemics, and fupports the unitarian 
fide of the queftion with much learn- 
ing, and at the fame time with great 
plainnefs and perfpicuity. But what 
redounds molt to fis honour is, that 
while he never remits his fervour in 
maintaining the fentiments which he 
has adopted, every part of his per- 
formance difcovers a truly candid 
and Chriftian fpirit. In the courte 
of this work we meet with feveral in- 
cidental relations, refpecting our 

own 
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own ecclefiaftical hiftory, and the 
character and opinions of fome who 
have defervedly been ranked amoung 
“the wifeft and beft men of the na- 
tion,’’? which are curious and inter- 
efting. And what will be particu- 
Jarly acceptable to the theological 
reader, we are prefented with a 
“ precious relique,’’ as our author 
juftly terms it, of Caftellio’s, which 
is inferted from the fecond volume 
of Wetftein’s New Teftament, and 
which is accompanied with an Eng- 
lith verfion. In this little treatife 
the excellent author lays down ad- 
mirable rules by which to judge of 
the different nature and importance 
of the fubjeéts treated of in the Serip- 
tures; defends, in a noble and con- 
vincing manner, the reafonablenefs 
of free enquiry; and affords us a 
— inftance of the aftonifhing 

rogreis made in juft liberal thinking, 

y a contemporary of Calvin and 
Beza. 

Dr. Prieftley’s ** Defences of Unita- 
rianifm, for the year 1787, contain- 
ing Letters to the rev. Dr. Geddes, 
to the rev. Dr. Price, Part II. and 
to the Candidates for Orders in the 
two Univerfities Part II. relating to 
Mr. Howes’s Appendix to his fourth 
Volume of Obfervations on Books, 
a Letter by an Undergraduate of 
Oxford, Dr. Croft’s Bampton’s 
Leétures, and feveral other Publica- 
tions,”? confift of feveral judicious 
and acute remarks on the different 
authors quoted in the title page, and 
a matterly vindication of iis own 
integrity, againft the illiberal and 
unjuft infinuations of Mr. Howes. 
In thefe defences Dr. Prieftley dif- 
rovers his ufual powers of argument- 
ation, together with a temper and 
{pirit towards his opponents which is 
highly to be commended. 

“ An Expoftulatory Addrefs to 
the Rev. Dr. Prieftley, containing 

n Apology for thofe who confcien- 
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tioufly fubferibe to the Articles of 
the Church of England, &«.”? by 
the rev. John Hawkins, is deferving 
of refpecttul attention, on acccunt 
of the good fenfe, liberality, and 
candour with which it is written. 
The author’s defign is to fhew, that 
the doétrines of the Trinity and the 
Divinity of Chrift imply no contra- 
diction or abfurdity. ‘The explan- 
ation of the Trinity which he adopts 
is the following: that there exifts in 
the one Supreme Intelligent Being, 
fome kind of diftinétion. By this 
diftinétion he does not underftand 
diftinét intelligences, but fome di- 
verfities in the divine nature, 
“ which have each their peculiar 
relations, attributes, and proper- 
ties.”” And he contends that nei- 
ther the Son nor the Spirit could 
have any claim to our worthip, but 
what arifes from abfolute onenefs 
with the Father, from whom with 
refpect to Deity they are not in an 
refpect diftinét. By banithing all 
{cholaftic terms from his fyftem, our 
worthy author certainly narrows the 
ground of controverfy ; and fhould 
he prove in the leaft degree affiftant 
in terminating a conteft which has 
fubfifted for may centuries, and in an 
infinitude of forms, it would no 
doubt yield him genuine fatisfaction. 
“ A Letter to the rev. Jofeph 
Prieftley, &c. by a Lover of the 
whole Truth as it ts in Jefus,”? ap- 
pears to be the produétion of an ho- 
neft and well meaning perfon, not 
much habituated to the labours of 
dedu¢tion, or the language of calm 
expoftulation. 
“ An Addrefs to the Members of 
the Church of England, and to 
Protcftant Trinitarians in general, 
exhorting them to turn from the 
Worthip of Three Perfons, to the 
Worthip of the One true God,” isthe 
roduétion of Mr. Frend, of Jefus 
College, Cambridge, who fome time 
fmce 
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fince refigned a living of which he 
was in pofieffion, becaufe he could 
not coca join in the wor- 
fhip of the eftablifhed church. This 
little treatife indicates the ' honeft 
fervour of his mind in endeavoyr- 
ing to perfuade others to abandon a 
mode of worfhip which he confiders 
to be unfcriptural. It is written in 
a plain, perfuafive manner ; and is 
well adapted to make an im pre ‘ffion 
on plain and unprejudiced minds. 

«The Worfhip of Jefus Chrift, as 
the true God of Heaven and Earth, 
vindicated, by J. Hodfon, M. D.”’ is 
offered to the public as an antidote 
to the mifchiefs apprehended from 
Mr. Frend’s Adjrefs. We cannot 
pronounce Dr. Hodion to be the moft 
powerful and judicious advocate in 
favour of the opinion which he 
zcaloufly efpoufes. He is, however, 
well verfed in the language of {crip- 
ture ; and he appears, like his an- 
taganift, to be actuated folely by 
worthy and pious motives. 

The author of “ A Letter ad- 
drefled to the Miniflers of the Or- 
thodox or Calvinittic Baptifts, &c.”” 
animadverts, with much warmth and 
zeal, on the introdution of unfcrip- 
tural Doxologies into the conduct 
of public w orfhi ip. This practice 
he reprefents to be particularly in- 
confiftent with the diftinguifhing 
principle of the Baptifts, to admit 
of no opinions or rites which are 

not countenanced by apoftolic pre- 
cept or example, We think, how. 
ever, that he might jufily have com- 
srehended a very confiderable part 
of the diflenters from the eftablifhed 
ehurch under his pointed and de- 
ferved cenfure; who, while they 
boaft of their freedom from thote 
fhackles which human authority im- 
pofes, conclude their devotions in a 
manner of which f{cripture furmifhes 
them go precedent, and in which 


many confcientious Chriftians can, 
not concur. 
The treatife entitled « Foy, 
Marks of Antichrift; or, a Supple- 
mentiothe War burtoni an Lecture,’ , 
is the production of a lively and 
fenfible writer, who, without giv. 
ing his name, dares the champions 
of ecclefiaftical eftablifhments, and 
of other Chriftian focieties of dift- 
ferent denominations, to defend their 
refpective conftitutions from the 
difgrace which he iniputes to them 
of ‘bearing the marks of the beaft. 
The marks which he fpecifies are, 
an exercife of religious powers over 
the mind by the governor, and fub 
miffion to this power in the fub 
ject; enjoining other terms of com- 
munion than thofe required and “sr 
pointed by our Lord himfelf and 
his apoftles ; an inordinate f{pirit of 
ambition, or love of pre-eminence 
and power; and any circumflance 
in a conttitution which counteraéts 
the purpofe of recalling men to 
virtue and _ holineis, and. conipires 
in promoting and confirming the 
eneral depravity of manners. On 
each of thefe marks our author ex- 
patiates in a fhrewd and able man- 
ner; but, perhaps, with too great 
bitternefs and feverity of language. 
In applying them to our national 
eftablifhment, which feems to have 
been one of his principal intentions, 
he challenyes its dignitaries, and Dr. 
Horiley by name, to refute the 
charges w hich he ferioufly and fo- 
lemnily brings ; avowing his readi- 
neis to come forwards, ope nly, and 
in his own character, in fupport of 
them. 
Mr. Booth’s ¢ 

dom of Chrift,’’ 


‘ Effay onthe King- 


is € mploy ed in 


‘fhewing, that the kingdom of Chriit, 


or the "Gofpel church, differs from 
a kingdom of this world, in its or- 
gin, its fubjects, its laws, its exter- 
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nal fplendour, its immunities, its 
riches and honours, its limits and 
duration, as well as its title. Un- 
der thefe heads we meet with many 
jutt and excellent remarks, which 
Ehitve the attention of the advo- 
cates for eRablifhments and fubfcrip- 
tions. We meet, likewife, with 
many valuable lefions, particularly 
adapted to thofe who dilint from 
our eftablifhed church. On the 
whole, the author’s fentiments ap- 

ar to have been dictated by a 
well-informed mind, aniniated by a 
chearful and manly piety. 

Mr. Frend’s * Thoughts on Sub- 
fcriptions to religious Tofts, parti- 
cularly that required by the U niver- 
fity of Cambr idge, of Candidates 
for the Degree of Bachelor of Arts,” 
vontain feveral unanfwerable argu- 


ments againft the continuance of 


impofitions which can anfwer no 
other purpote than to obftruct the 
progrefs of free enquiry and ufetul 
knowledge. ‘This pam iph let 
to have been occafioned | Vv re- 
jection of a grace for the removal 
of fubfcription at the time of tak- 
ing the degree of bachelor of arts, 
which had been prefented to the 
caput by the rev. Dr. Edwards. 
It is addrefled to the rev. H. W. 
Coulthurit, fellow of Sidney-college, 
and member of that c:put, who 
was particularly active in prevent- 


appe ils 


the 


ing that defirable reforma tion, and 
ig continuing an evil which is la- 
mented by many of the wifcft and 
beft men in the univerfity. We 
admire the honett warmth with 
which the worthy author expoftes 
the illiberality of a conduct fo in- 
jurious to the iaterctts of found 
learning and genuine religion. And 


we h: ype that the time is not far 
dittant, when the fpirit of an en- 
lichten: d age fhall be communi icated 
tu the governors of our public fe- 
minaries ; 


and when they fhiall no 
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longer deferve the opprobrium un- 
der which they were included by a 
noble correfpondent of Mr. Locke’s: 
‘* for you know that fort of men 
are taught rather to obe y than un- 
derftand ; and to ufe the learning 
they have, to juftify, not to exa- 
mine, what their fuperiors com- 
mand.”’ 

The * True and faithful Account 
of the Iiland of Veritas, together 
with the Form of their Litur gy, &c,”* 
is a religious romance, intended to 
recommend alterations in the civil 
and religious eftablithment of this 
country. The author’s chief atten- 
tion, however, is paid to religion ; 
and his Liturgy is copied from that 
of the church ‘of kK ngland, but ac- 
commodated to the principles of 
Unitarians. Independently of the 
author’s opinions, we do not think 
that the alterations which he has 
introduced, have been effected by a 
judicious hand. Into his religious 
creed he has admitted unnecetlary 
additions ; and omitted fome of the 
molt beautiful, and, at the fame 
time, unexceptionable parts in the 
different fervices of the church. 
This Liturgy ts fucceeded by feve- 
ral fermons, intended to convey a 
full relation of the religious opini- 
ons of the Veritertans, which do 
net recommend themielves by any 
ftriking difplay of abilities, or by 
the beauties of compofition. 

While employed in_ reading 
“ Four Traéts, &c. by Robert 
Holmes, B. D.’’ we met with fre- 
quent of er for admiring 
the learning and ingenuity of the 
aie : particularly, ji in the notes 
which he has added to explain and 
confirm his text. The fubjedts of 
thefe tracts are, “ the principle ot 
religion as a teft of divine authort- 
ty; the principle of redemption, 
whether if premial, it is agreeable ; 
or if judicial, contrary, to divine 
iccll- 
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reétitude ; the angelical meffage to 
the Virgin Mary; the refurrec- 
tion of the body, as inferred from 
that of Chrift, and exemplified 
by feriptural cafes.” On thefe 
fubjeéts the author has expatiated 
with -rfeatnefs and precifion, and 
im a manner that does credit to 
his abilities as a theological writer. 
We ought, however, to obferve, 
that from the Oxthodox believer, 
thefe tracts will meet with the moft 
favourable reception, as the princi- 
ples which they are chiefly intended 
to eftablith, will be found congenial 
to his own. The volume concludes 
with a fenftble and pleafing dif- 
courfe on humility, in which the 
the author powerfully recommends 
this admirable and ufeful virtue. 
The two volumes of “ Effays on 
amportant Subjeéts, by Daniel Tur- 
ner, M. A.”’ contain a fummary of 
our author’s fentiments on feveral 
interefting truths of natural and re- 
vealed religion; and are offered to 
the public, “ not as formal ditcuf- 
fions of their refpective fubjects, 
but as general hints thrown out in 
a curfory way, in ordrr to awaken 
she attention of the fincere lovers 
ef truth, and lead them to a more 
tiberal and diligent enquiry after 
it.” The efflays which have moft 
of novelty and peculiarity to recom- 
mend them, are thofe which treat 
ot the origin of the notions of a 
God, and of religion. Theie he 
maintains to be entirely derived 
from traditionary revelation. There 
is, likewife, fomething immediately 
his own, in his idea of miracles ; 
which he does not confider to be 
viofations of the laws of nature, 
but interpofitions of the Deity, in 
which he aéts in a manner fuperior 
to the Operations of fecond cafes, 
without contradicting or oppofing 
them. In difeuffing thefe fubjects, 
the worthy author, whom we re- 
eognife to be a veteran in the fer- 


vice of reli ton, difplays much jp. 
genuity and liberality of fentiment 
and a laudable zeal in his attem t 
to difcover * at leaft fome of thofe 
original truths, which have been 
almoft loft among the rubbifh of 
popular prejudices.” In his theo- 
logical opinions, Mr. Turner chufes 
the middle road between what he 
deems to be the dark fubtilties of 
Calvinifm, and the more hazardous 
{peculations of modern Unitarians, 

“ An Effay on the Transfigure- 
tion of Chrift,”” by an anonymous 
writer, Is intended to prove, that 
the glory of our Saviour on the 
mountain, “ wasa vifible and figura- 
tive reprefentation of afuture refur- 
reélion, and of Chrift’s coming in 
glory to judge the world, and to 
reward with everlafting felicity all 
his faithful fervants.”” A fubjeét of 
fo {peculative a nature, and which 
cannot admit of pofitive proof, may 
afford agreeable employment to an 
ingenious mind, and give ampk 
{cope for a lively imagination. The 
prefent author poffeffes abilities and 
fancy. And if we are not convinced 
of the truth and importance of his 
hypothefis, it i not owing to the 
weakneis of his reafoning, but to 
the clouds and darknefs in which it 
muft neceffarily be involved. 

“© Tfrael’s Salvation, or an Ac- 
count from the Prophecies of Scrip- 
ture, of the grand Events which 
await the Jews, to the End of Time, 
by Thomas Reader,”’ is a publica- 
tion from which we cannot fay, thet 
we have received much light or con- 
vittion. And we conclude, that 
moft of our readers will join with 
us in pronouncing him to be a fan- 
ciful, rather than a judicious in- 
terpreter of fcripture, when they 
find him informing the world, with 
ungueftionable ferioufnels and gra- 
vitv, that the converfion of the 
Jews will commence in the year 
18:6; that they wyll be —~ wu 
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their own land in 1866; that in 
the fame year an earthquake will 
deftrov 7000 inhabitants of Rome ; 
that Gog, or popery, fhall be de- 
ftroved in 1941; and that, after a 
glorious millenium, about the year 
3126, the world will be at an end. 

The “ Efflay on the Advantages 
of the Knowledge revealed to Man- 
kind, concerning the Holy Spirit, 
by the Rev. fofeph Whiteley, 
M. A.” is a fentible and elegant 
little treatife, which has been de- 
fervedly rewarded, like fome of the 
author’s ‘ormer pieces, by the Nor- 
rifian prize, in the univerfity of 
Cambridge. Mr. Whiteley fup- 
pofes the influences of the Holy 
Spirit to be neceflary for faith and 
repentance, for the acquirement and 
improvement of virtuous difpofi- 
tions and habits, for confolation, 

race, and joy. Thefe influences 
fe confiders to be of a perfuafive 
nature, and perfectly confiftent with 
a freedom of determination in the 
moral powers. We recommend this 
efay, not only on account of the 
ingenuity which the author difco- 
vers, but, alfo, for its practical and 
ufeful tendency. 

The late Mr. Ludlam, reétor of 
Cockfield in Suffolk, and formerly 
fellow of St. John’s, Cambridge, 
well known as a philofopher and a 
mathematician, a little before his 
death, publifled «* Two Effays on 
Juftification, and the Influences of 
the Holy Spirit.’ The intention 
of thefe eflays is to point out the 
injurious ufe made by fome writers 
of the metaphorical language of 
feripture, and to expofe their pre- 
tenfions to the teaching of the Spi- 
rit, or a kind of divine infpiration. 
It is but juftice to his merits to ob- 
ferve, that he reafons like a man of 
genuine piety an? found fenfe ; and 
Pleads for the ufe of our under- 
ftanding in religious enquiries, with 
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the zeal and candour of an enlighte 
ened and liberal Chriftian. 

The author of “ A true Eftimate 
of the Light of Infpiration, and 
the Light of Human Leorning, 
both before and fince the Apoftolic 
Age,’’ warmly attacks the principle 
advanced in Dr. Horiley’s fermon, 
which we noticed in our laft year’s 
Regifter. The prefent writer is a 
zealous advocate for extraordinary 
infpiration, in particular circum- 
ftances, and an ordinary infpiration 
common to all true believers. And 
he intimates, that it is abfurb to fup« 
pofe, that the light of human learns, 
ing or poe we is neceflary for 
the right underftanding or clear coms 
inunication of Chriftian doétrine. 
We think, that the author of this 
pamphlet has totally mittaken the 
great objeét of Dr. Horfley ; that 
he is himfelf chargeable with illibe- 
rality, anda want of decorum ; and 
that.the principle which he would 
eftablifh, were it admitted, would 
prove a fruitful fource of enthufiafm 
and fanaticifin. 

From the fame pen has the pub- 
lic b-en prefented with ** Thoughts 
on the diftinét Provinces of Revela- 
tion and Philofophv ;’’ the object of 
which is not to fhew that philoto- 
phy is ufelefs, but that it has little 
conneétion with a religion founded 
on divine revelation. Although we 
have no doubt of the fincerity and 
good intentions of the author, and 
can readily fubfcribe to many of his 
pofitions, we cannot perfuade our- 
{elves of the importance or utility 
of his work; and are almoit ready 
to fufpect him of a fondnefs for 
combating with phantoms. 

It is with real pleafure that we 
are able to annowrce an Englith 
tranflation of M. Ferdinand Olivier 
Petitpicrre’s * Thoughts on Divine 
Goodnels, relative to mo: al Agee 

a.ticularly difplayed in future Ke- 
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wards and Punifhments,”’ of which 
we gave an account, under a differ- 
ent title, in our-Hiftory of Foreign 
Literature for the year 1787. This 
very interefting work in tranflated 
with fuflicient fidelity ; and we hear- 
tily recommend it to all who are 
not already in poffetiton of the ex- 
celjent original, 

«“ The Univerfal Reftoration, 
exhibited in a Series of Dialogues 
between a Minifter and his Friend, 
&c. by Elhenan Winchefter,” is 
written in defence of the doctrine of 
the final falvation of all men: a 
dogtvine which hath many advo- 
cates among wife and gocd men ; 
which is founded on the pureit phi- 
lanthropy, and on the moft pleating 
views of the Divine government. 
Our author difcufies his fubjest in 
a manner which is well adapted to 
make .impreflion on the generality ot 
readers ;.and very properly refers its 
ultimate decifion to the different re- 
velations of the Divine will; and, 
particularly, to that in the Gofpel. 

Mr. Kinesford’s ** Appeal ta the 
Scriptures in general, on the Uni- 
verfality of the: Divine Love to 
Man, andethe suniverfal Extent ot 
our Saviour’s Death,’’ contains a 
warm and powerful attack on the 
Calviniftic doétrines of particular 
redemption, election, and repro- 
bation, “The author appears to be 
well acquainted with the foriptures, 
and with his fubje¢t ; and his per- 
formance is, on the whole, tentble 
and ufeful. It would, however, 
Have appeared with much grestet 
advantage, if it had not been re- 
rnarkable for tncorrectniis of me- 
thod and. ftvle, and an occafonai 
coarfenefs of laneuage which his 
epponents will be glad to contirue 
mrto iliberality. 

‘The fame fubje&t has employed 
the pen of Mr. james Skinner, in 
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his ‘Free Thoughts on the Extens 
of the Death of Chrift, the Doc. 
trine of Reprobation, &c.”” whofe 
mind, though in many refpeéts at. 
tached to the popular, and what are 
commonly deemed the orthodox doc. 
trines, revolts at opinions which re. 
prefent the divine Being, rather asan 
objeét of horror than of confidence 
and love. 

The “ Summary View of the 
Grounds of Chriftian Baptifm, with 
& more particular Reference to the 
Baptiim of Infants, by John Pal- 
mer,’’ contains a rational explana- 
tion of the nature and intention of 
that Chriffian rite ; and a clear and 
confiftent view of the arguments in 
favour of baptizing children. The 
latter lofe no part of their weight 
in our author’s hands. But what 
pleafes us more particularly, in 
reading this treatife is, that while a 
{trenuous advocate for the inftitu- 
tion, as applied to infants, he op- 
poles the iuperftitious notions of 
thofe who infift on its faving effic.- 
cy, or aicribe to it a falfe unport- 
ance. The light in which he conti- 
dters it, ** 1s that of a rite of dedica- 
tion, on the part of the parents, or 
thole who take charge of the child, 
initiatory of the iniant-fubject, as 
a ditciple of Jefus, and declaratory 
of their intention to train it up ac- 
cording to the directions of their 
Lord and Mafter."’ To this fum- 
mary view, the fenfible and liberal 
author has added a form of fervice 
made ufe of on fuch oceafions ; which 
is drawn up with neatnels and pro- 
pricty, and adapted to the rational 
view which he has given of the iD- 
fiitution. 

The * Thoughts on the Import- 
ance of the Manners of the Great 
to genera! Society,’’ are addreiied 
neither to the eminently pious, ror 
the dlayitioufly wicked, but to thote 
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who are, in general, termed goo 
fort of people. The intention of 
them is, to point out fuch franities 
and imperfections in that defcription 
of men, as arife from thoughtlefi- 
nefs and inattention, rather than 
from a want of good principles ; 
but which produce a moft unhappy 
effect on the middling and lower 
clafles of the community. And 
what is mad more particularly the 
fubje&t of animadverfion is, the 
indecorum of their conduct with 
refpect to the obfervance of Sun- 
day. The ftyle of this little vo- 
fume is pointed and fevere; the 
fentiments are feriou-, and, in ge- 
neral, juft; and we heartily recom- 
mend it on account of its ufeful de- 
fign and tendency. 

A Letter to the Author of 
Shauihes on the Manners of the 
Great,”’ is the produétion of an 
acute and fenfible writer, who, at 
the fame time that he agrees with 
his opponent in his leading princi- 
ple, that refor mation, to be general, 
mutt originate with the fuperi ior or- 
ders of foc iety, entertains quate a 
different opinion with refpect to the 
conduct which the great fhould pur- 
fue in acc omplifhing that important 
object. He, partic ularly, difagrees 
with the former writer,r efpe éting the 
obfervance of Sunday. The man- 
ner in which our laws command 
that day to be obferved, conduce, 
in his opinion, ¢ to leflen the gene- 
ral reverence for religion, to impede 
its progrefs, and even to lead the 
vulgar to fufpect its facred authori- 
ty.””. Not that the author objects 
to the propriety of fetting a day a- 
part for the public worfhip of the 
Deity. He recommends a proper 
attendance on that becoming and 
editying dutv ; but would have the 
latter part of the day devoted to 
Innocent fettivity. We think that 
this writer’s preliminary afjertion, 
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refpecting the obfervance of Sune 
day, is bold and paradoxical; and 
that the plan which he recommends, 
inftead of having the etfect waich 
he {peaks of on the low er orders of 
people, would contribute to thé rae 
pid progrefs of licentioufneis and ims 
piety. It is but juttice, howevery 
to obferve, that inftead of Iting an 
intentional advocate for dk pravity 
of manners, the author entertains 
a firin conviction of the importance 
of religion and good morals ; and 
defends his opinions with much 
learning and ability. He has alfo 
gratified his readers with an ingenie 
ous and curious hiltory of fabbatical 
inftitutions. 

The Sermons of the year 1788 
have been unufually numerous} 
and fome of them are entitled to 
fuftain a high rank among pulpit 
compofitions. In endeavouring to 
lay before our readers and 
general view of their character, bes 
fore we pay our refpect to living 
merit, we fliall toke a view of fuch 
pofthumous publications as are res 
commended to us, ether by the ree 
{pectable names of their authors, or 
their own tntrinfic excellence. 

At the head of this litt, we may, 
with the utmoit propriety, place 
the three volumes ef * Sermons on 
various Subjects, by the late Kev. 
Thomas Leland, D.D.’’ Phe celebra- 
ty which Dr. Leland acquired im the 
literary world, by his tranflation of 
Demotthenes, and his various hifto- 
rical productions, will, doubtiels, 
lead the public to form hiyh expec- 
tations from the volumes before us. 
And we may veriture to pr OnOUNCE, 
that, making due allowance for fuch 
trifling iinperfections and inaccura- 
cies, as muft attend pofthumous 
works, whi h, pro bably, Were fne- 
ver intended tor the publi eye, they 
will not be difappointed. “Several 
ot the difcourtes of which thefe vo- 
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lumes confift, are on the evidences 
of revealed religion, Some of them, 
delivered on particular occafhons, 
have been formerly publifhed: the 
reft are on ufeful and practical fub- 
nets. We know not how we can 
better characterife them, than by 
adopting the language of the editor, 


who has prefixed a brief account of 


oe life and writings of the author. 
‘ The peculiar ch: iraéter which per- 
ob and colours his difcourfes, 
feems to be that of ttrong earne‘t- 
nefs, an intenfe effort to perfuade 
and to unprefs conviction, fuitable 
to a teacher of doctrines, and en- 
forcer of precepts, the uleful im- 
portance of which ts equal to their 
truth and fitnefs. Sound fenfe, clear 
and folid reafoning, juit reprefenta- 
tions of human lite, and juit ob- 
fervations on it, Chrixtian argument 
and eniorcement, and pathetic ad- 
drefs, in a nervoutnets of expreilion, 
and 2 fonoroufnefs and dignity of 
compotition, which rather feem the 
refult ot habit, than of caution and 
curious felection; thefe are what 
the reader may expect, and thete 
never cifgraced by vulgartty or lit- 
tlenets.”’ 

The two volumes of ** Sermons 
on practical Subjects, by tae late rev. 
Hen vy Steobing, D. D. Preacher to 
the Hon. Society of Gray’s Inn, 
&e.”” though not publithed till atte 
the death of the author, were pre. 
pared by him for the prets, to which 
they were fent in his life-time. 
Thefe Sermons are ¢ liftinguifhed by 
numerous proofs of the author’s 
learning and picty; and inculcate 
Important and neceilary truths in a 
plain and forcible mannr. We 
cannot, however, recommend them 
es 7 odels ol ityie and compofition. 
We temetimes obferve in then 
elaring improprieti 
and a quatntnels of fentiment and 
Mrallolog vy, which are untuitable to 
tafte uf the prefent times 
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But, notwithftanding thefe defects, 
they poflefs real merit ; and defery 
to be recommended for their ufefy! 
tence NEV. 

O! a fimilar character are the 
* Dilcouries on various Subieds - 
to which are added, Confiderztions 
on |’luralities, by Samuel Difnev, 
LL: B. late Vicar of Halftead. 
Kii.x.’? They breathe a {pirit of 
fincere and ardent piety ; . and convey 
ufetu!l exhortations in plain and ani- 
mated language. But the reader 
will meet in them with many auk- 
ward and improper expreflions, 
which fhould be avoided in good 
writing. Th: author’s Conficera- 
tions on Pluralities, were dictated 
by learning, good fenfe, and picty ; 
and, together with his irrefragable 
arguments again{t non-refidence, are 
worthy of the ferious attention of 
the clerical order. 

‘The * Sermons preached in the 
Britith Ambatfador’s Chapel at Pa- 
ris, by the rev. P aul Henry Maty, 
M.A.F.R.S. &c.”’ will be found to 
do no difcredit to the talents and cha- 
racter by which the worthy author 
was diftinguifhed in the literary 
world. The ‘v aftord a hap py ditplav 
of le: arning, genius, and prety ; and 
are well ‘adapted to improve the 
hearts of thofe who with to read tor 
the fake of inftruction. But they do 
not appear under “all the advantages 
which the author’s tinithing hand 
would have given thein. in their 
pretent itate ‘they are publithed tor 
the benefit of his widow, and fon; 
and we rejoice to find, that fuch a 
numerous and refpectable body of 
fubfcribers has concurred with the 
generous withes of the editors. It 
ought not to be concealed that the 
ruth,icth,and éth fermons are hite- 
ral tranfcripts from archbifhop Seck- 
er, incautioutly admitted among 
compofitions which are ftrongly 
marked with the peculiar character 
ot the author. 0} 
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Of the “* Sermons, on different 
Subjects, left for Publication by 
John Taylor, LL.D, late Pre ben- 
dary of W eftminiter, &c. we can- 
not but entertain a very high and ex- 
alted opinion. It has been pretty 
generally fuppofed, that they are 
indebted for their or igin to the judi- 
cious and mafterly pen of the late 
Dr. Johnfon. W hether that fulpi- 
cion be well founded, or otherwife, 
they poflefs that ftrength, perfpicu- 
ity, and energy, that piety, and that 
ardent love of virtue, which might 
be expected from the author ot the 
Rambler. And it is not invidious to 
obferve, that they are occationally 
marked by that gloominefs of reli- 
gious fentiment, from which the beft 
writings of that extraorcinary cha 
raéter are not entirely exe mpt. 
Thefe blemifhes, however, are in- 
finitely overbalanced by the folid 
fenfe, judicious obiervations on hu- 
man life, and falut tarv leflons, which 
occur in every diicourte. To the 
younger clergy they may be pro- 
pofed” as an admirable model. 

Dr. Watton, Bihop of Landaft, 
in his volume of *¢ Sermons on pub- 
lic — and Tracts on reli- 
gious Subjeéts,’? has collected toge- 
ther bisdeathennd pieces, which have 
at different times appeared betore 
the public, and fome additional fer- 
mons and treatifes. Of the pieces 
which are republithed, fevéral have 
been the objects of our attention in 
former volumes of this work, and 
have received our fulleft approbation 
and praifs. ‘The parts of this col- 
le¢tion which are new are, two cha- 
rity Sermons; an ; Appendix to the 
Difcourfe of the C lergy of the Arch- 
deaconry of Ely ; another to the Let- 
ter to the late Arc hbifhop of Can- 
terbury, and two or three notes. 
Thefe’ ditferent pieces difplay the 
fame marks of genius amd learning 
with the cthe: admirable produc- 
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tions of our prilate, and are equal- 
ly worthy of his elegant and infu. : 
tive pen. As feveral of the fermons 
are on political fubjects, it is not to 
be fuppofed that they can be equall 
acceptable to all parties. Inour ef. 
timation, the fentiments which they 
convey are perfectly juft and confti- 
tutional, and * w holly confonant to 
that fyftem of civil government, 
which it would be the intereft of 
freemen every where to fubmit to ; 
ani entirely repugnant to that, 
which it isthe unhappinefs of flaves 
in many countries to endure.” 

Dr. Croft’s “ Eight Sermons, 
preached before the Univertity of 
Oxford, in the year 1786, at the 
Lecture founded <f 1 late John 
Bampton M, A,’ » pring ipally 

emploved in aici our cfta- 
blifhed Church againtt the obie¢ tions 
of Difflenters. In attem pting this 
arduous talk, Dr. Croft does not ap- 
pear to be the moit formidable 
champion by whom our feétaries 
have been dared into the field. ‘To 
have gained honour from the dif- 
cuffion of fuch a i tub rect, required 
extenfive knowledge, a correct judg- 
ment, and ; 1 candid liberal {pirit. 
We do not yeeccive many traces of 
thefe endowments in the volume be 
fore us. On the contrary, we meet 
with repeated inftances of confident 
aflertion, feeble and inconfiftent rea- 
foning, and of a defire to meuleate 
that blind deference to authority 
which is radically dettructive of free 
enquiry, and the genuine princ iples 
of toleration. Of our author’s in- 
tegrity we entertain a swech higher 
opinion than of his abilities; and 
we imagine that thefe would have 
appe ared to greater advantage, had 
he chefen a more fortunate fubject 4 

Mr. Hawktis, in his * Difcourles 
on S¢ ripture My fterics,’ "preached at 
the Bampton Leéfture, in the year 
1787, has fixed uponthe doétrine of 
sa OV 3 the 
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the Trinity, as the principal obje& 
of his difeuffion. Notwithftanding 
that he felicitates himfelf on “ hav- 
ing chofen more advantageous 

round than many of his fellow-fol- 
Siers inthis warfare,’’ we cannot pay 
him the compliment of faving that 
he retires from the combat with 
greater honours than thofe who have 
preceded him. And the new argu- 
ments which he produces we conceive 
to be far lefs conclufive than any 
which have hitherto been made ule 
of in this controverfy. The ftyle 
and language of our author are fre- 
quently inconfiftent with the rules of 

ropriety and elegance: and the il- 
iberal cenfures which he paffes on 
fuch refpectable and excellent men as 
Mr. Locke, Dr. Clarke, Dr. Sykes, 
and Dr. John Taylor, are deferving 
of the tevereft reprehenfion. 

The “ Sermons on various inter- 
efiing fubjects, preached in the Pa- 
rifh Church of Lewifham, in Kent, 
by the Rev. Jofhua Morton, of 
Trinity College, Cambridge,”’ are 
ferious and ufetul compofitions. The 
ftvle is fometimes too diffufive ; 
and the language ts occafionally de- 
bafed by improper and colloquial 
expreflons ; but, La general it is fim- 
ple and perfpicuous, and often ele- 
gant. Asthe principal object of the 
author was to aifect the heart, he has 
not attempted to introduce  ferip- 
ture criti ifm, abitcact reafoning, 
or points of {peculative theology :” 
and he trufts, “ that no fentiment 
has found admiilion among them, 
but which the church of England, 
wherein he ievves as a minitter, has 
fanctioned, and wil! juftify.”’ 

Of the ** Twenty-eizht Mifcella- 
neous Sermons, by a Clergyman of 
the Church of Eneland,’’ we have 
been led to form a very favourable 
opinion. ‘Though not entitled to 
the tirft rank among the choice col 
lections of our Lnglifh divines, they 
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are to be recommended for their jn. 
genuity, precifion, and elegance ; 
and may be read with pleafure and 
advantage, in the clofet, and in the 
family. 

The volume of * Praétical Ser. 
mons, by W. M. Trinder, LL. B, 
and M. D.”’, appears to owe its pub- 
lication to a fincere intention in the 
author to contribute his beft endea- 
vours in inculcating the Chriftianand 
moral virtues. It is to be lamented, 
however, that he fhould be fo far un. 
mindful of the {pirit of our holy 
faith as to wifh, that any of his fel. 
low Chriftians, who differ from him 
in opinion, fhould be abridged of 
their natural and inherent rights, 
We advert to his call on the legifla. 
ture to oblive all fchoolmatters to 
conform to the liturgy of the church 
of England. The author forgot 
that our prefent ftatute book 1s ini- 
mical to fuch an eppreflion, as well 
at the Gofpel, of which he would 
be thought a confiftent minitter. 

Charlefworth’s ** Praétical Ser- 
mons, fcleéted and abridged from 
various Authors,’? are compiled 
from the difcourfes of many of our 
late Divines, and adapted to the ca- 
pacity and tatte of general readers, 
He feems to have had in view the 
pian of Dy. Enfield ; only that he 
has taken a bolder liberty in making 
fuch alterations as feemed to him to 
be improvements. Without giving 
our approbation to fuch a practice, 
we may venture torecommend theie 
Sermons, as fenfible, plain, and de- 
vout compofitions. The 2d, sta, 
and rith, are the productions of Mr. 
Charlefworth. 

Of Mr. Percival Stockdale’s 
** Eicht Sermons,’’ we entertain a 
fimilar opinion with what we ¢x- 
preffled on the publication of a for- 
mer volume by the fame author. 
They are of a practical and uletul 
tendency; and from many pallages 
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convince us that the author ts not def- 
titute of ingenuity. But his mean- 
ing is frequently obfcured by a pom- 
pous verbofity: and the graver and 
more ferious parts of his addrefles 
lofe a confiderable fhare of their ef- 
fect, from being intermixed witha 

fufion of poetical tcraps and de- 
criptions. By caretully avoiding 
fuch faults, Mr. Stockdale might 
render his Ditcourtes generally ac- 
ceptable and editying. 

The ** Specimens of Sermons and 
Prayers of a late divine, for the ufe 
of the young,’’ publifhed by Edward 
Hall, were evidently left by the 
author in an impertect and watinith- 
ed ftate. ‘They retain many of the 
incorrectnefles into which a young 
and lively imagination is apt to be 
betrayed, and which a careful revi- 
fion would eafily have detected. But 
notwithitanding this, they are not 
deftitute of ingenuity and beauty. 
And thofe who can diveft themfelves 
of the firict feverity of criticiim, 
may yead them with pleafure and im- 
provement. 

The fingle Sermons of the year 
have been exceedingly numerous ; 
and many ot them, if it were con- 
fiftent with the limits which we are 
obliced to pretcribe to ourtelves, 
would be entitled to diftinét and par- 
ticular notice. In the number of 
thofe which we cannot entirely over- 
look are, the bifhop of Gloucetter’s 
** Sermon preached before the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in 
the Abbey Church of Weftminfter 
January 30. 17838;”’ and Dr. Rees’s 
Difcourfe, delivered April 3°. 1788, 
at the Old Jury, illuftrating and re- 
commending “ the advantages of 
knowledge”’ to the fupporters of the 
the new academical inftitution a- 
among Proteftant Diffenters. 

The bifhop of Gloucetter’s Sermon 
bs tudicious and fenfible; and the re- 
view which he takes of the caufes 
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and confequences which preceded 
and followed the event of that day, 
is, upon the whole, candid and juft. 
But many objections will be made to 
what he has advanced under the 
heads of inftruétion which he de- 
duces from his fulject ; particularly, 
to what he has {aid on the ufe and 
equity of a teft law, by way of fe- 
curity to the eftablifhed church ; and 
the jealoufy which he would excite 
againit thote who are for correcting 
abutes in our religious polity. Dr. 
Rees’s Sermon contains a forcible and 
happy elucidation of the advantage 
of knowledge in general, and of re- 
lig ous knowledge in particular, to 
perfons defigned for civil profefons 
oremployments, at three diftinguifh- 
ing periods of life: in the interval 
between receiving the inftructions of 
a tchool, and manhood ; when they 
are fettled in the world; and when 
they retire from its bufy and active 
fcenes. “Towards the couclution of 
the Sermon, fome ftrictures are in- 
troduced on the conduct of our uni- 
veifities in requiring a religious fub- 
fcription from thole who retort thi- 
ther tor education, which are wor- 
thy the ferious attention of their 
governors. 

We fhould, likewife, deem our- 
felves guilty of a blameable omif- 
fion, if we were to make no mentian 
of fome of the principal dit-ourtes 
which were delivered on the cen- 
tennial commemoration of the Kevo- 
lution. Among thefe, Dr. Kippts’s 
‘“ Sermon, preached at the Old 
Jewry, before the Society for com- 
memos ating the glorious Kevolu- 
tion,’ contains a beautiful and jutt 
enlogium on the exceliences of the 
Britith Conftitution, which were 
confirmed and increafed by that im- 
portant event; and illuftrates the 
fubject, ina pleafing and interefting 
manner, by a brief luttorical view 
of it’s introduction by the Saxons, 
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of the various infringements made 
on it by the Tudors and Stuarts, till 
it was fully and accurately defined 
at the acceffion of William III. 

Dr. Enfield’s ** Sermon preached 
at Norwich,”’ treats on the fame fub- 
jet, in elegant and animated lan- 
guage, together with the confe- 
quences which the fpirit of liberty 
is likely to produce in civil fociety ; 
and concludes with a judicious ad- 
drefs to his countrymen on the pro- 
per exercife of their glorious privi- 

eges. 

Dr. Hunter’s ‘+ Sermon, preach- 
ed before the Scottifh Prefbytery 
in London, at the Scots Church, 
London Wall,” is a fenfible and 
pleafing addrefs to his hearers, on the 
benefits which God has beftowed up- 
on us in general; and, particularly, 
in the emancipation from a" 
tyranny, of which King Wilham 
was the inftrument. To this dif- 
courfe are added hiftorical notes con- 
taining the fubfiance of Magna Char- 
ta, reflections on the illegal and ty- 
rannical conduét of the ill-fated 


houfe of Stuart, and an abftraét of 


the act: Will. and Mary, declar- 
ing the rights and liberties of the 
fubject. 

Mr. Wood’s ** Two Sermons, 

reached at Mill-hill Chapel, in 
Feeds,” contain a judicious Hiftory 
of the rife and progrefs of civil li- 
berty, and reflections om the purity 
of religion and the rights of con- 
fcience, which breathe a menly and 
liberal tpirgt, and will be found con- 

enial to the fentiments of every en- 
Brhtened and generous Briton. 

Mr. Pegge’s ** Sermon, presched 
at Whittington, Derbyfhire,’”’ is a 
plain, fergous, well-meant, and ufe- 
tul difcourfe. On the bleflings be- 
ftowed on us by the Revolution he 
expatiates with the warmth of an 
hone{t patriot ; and in his call onthe 
difi¢vent arders of the community 
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to perpetuate thefe bleffings, ty q 
fea onable reformation of abufes, he 
appears in his proper charaéter as 
a venerable and faithful minifter of 
the Gofpel. Wecannot he Ip expreff- 
ing our wifh that, on this occafion 
he hac confined himfelf to fuch laud. 
able and unexceptionable topics, and 
been more {paring of his cenfures on 
thoie who are for extending reform. 
ation to the church as well as to the 
itate. 

Dr. Milne’s « Sermon, preached 
at St. Margarets, Weftminfter, be. 
fore a Society of Noblemen and Gen- 
tlemen, Friends to the Conftitu. 
ticn,’? on the sth, of November, 


contains many pertinent obferva- 


tions on the doétrine of a divine fu- 
perintendence of ftates, and nations, 
Thefe are confirmed by an hiftoric 
view of the occurences in the Jew- 
ith ftate, and thofe attending the pro- 
pagation of the Gofpe! ; of the an. 
nals of every nation and people, and 
particularly thofe of our own coun- 
try. When adverting to the glori- 
ous Revolution, his reflections on 
that event, are, in general, pious, 
liberal, and juft. And we thould 
have beftowed our entire2pprobation 
on his fentible and elegant diicourte, 
if he had not occafionally, and need- 
keily, introduced expreflions which 
befpesk him unfavourable to the 
right of freereligious enquiry. With 
thefe fort and imperfect notices of 
difcourfes, on the contents and excel- 
lences of which we could have ¢n- 
larged with much pleafure, we clofe 
our Catalogue of the Theological 
Publications of the year. 


In Metaphyfics, Dr. Re id’s * FEf- 
fays on the active Powers of Man,” 
form the moft valuable and import- 
ant publication of the year. This 


work is the fequel of our author's 
treatife on the * intelleétual Powers 
of Man,”’ of which we gave an ac- 
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count in our Regifter for the year 
178c, and affords equal proofs of 
his extenfive knowledge, deep pene- 
tration, and eminent candour. The 
firft Kflay treats of the active powers 
in general, and is schaciille em- 
ployed in eftablithing the exiftence 
of an idea of power, in oppofition 
to Mr. Hume. In the fecond Eflay, 
on the will, Dr. Reid confiders the 
the influence of incitements and mo- 
tives upon the will, and what thofe 
operations of the mind are, which 
may be called voluntary, The third 
Efiay is on the principles of action, 
which are divided into three clafles, 
mechanical, animal, and rational. 
The tourth Eflay, on the liberty of 
moral agents, difcuffes that curious 
Lubject at contiderable length. The 
fitch and concluding Effay, is devoted 
to the important fubject of mor als ; 
and is chietly defigned to controvert 
the fceptic al doétrines of Mr. Hume, 
and to eftablith the exiftence of a 
moral faculty, as a firft principle of 
our conftitution. Thefe E ffay ‘s, from 
the importance of the fubjcéts on 
which they treat, the acknow ledged 
abilities of their learned artd very 
refpectable author, and from the 
the length of time which he has 
devoted to fuch itudies, have greatly 
interefted the attention of the me- 
taphyfical world. We will not take 
upon ourfelves to determine how 
far he has fucceeded in eftablifhing 
his philofophy. Perhaps, notwith- 
itanding the repeated labours of fen- 
fible and ingenious men, in invetti- 
gating the fubject, an abfolute de- 
cifion would, even yet, be raf and 
premature. On our worthy author, 
however, we would ‘~ toe that 
praife which is due to unwearicd 
induttry, a fteady love of truth, and 
an uniform exercife of a truly mild 
and philofophical temper. This 
work is alfo to be commended for 
Its ftyle and language, which, in 
5 
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general, are correct, perfpicuous, 
and elegant. 

The * Aphorifms on Man, tranf 
lated from the original German MS, 
of John C afpar Lavater,”’ are theef- 
fufions of a vigorous, difcerning, and 
humane mind, that has been accuf- 
tomed to trace the pailions through 
their different forms, and to diftin- 
guith their various combinations, 
They are juftly defined by the editor, 
when he calls them “ Verdiéts of 
Wifdom on the Reports of Experi- 
ence.”” We cannot give their ge- 
neral charaéter more concifely than 
in the language of the advertife- 
ment: * If fome are truifms, let 
it be confidered, that Solomon and 
Hippocrates wrote truifins: if fome 
are not new, they are recommended 
by an air of novelty; if whim 
fhould appear to have dictated o- 
thers, it was the whim of humani- 
ty; and what may be deemed rath, 
will be found to flow from the fer- 
vour of indignant honeity, or the 
exultations of ber volence. Acute 
and perfpicuous, they are not in- 
feéted by the cant of feéts, or cir- 
cumfcribed by local notions, but 
general as the patlions and feelings 
of the race.’’ From fuch a work, 
the production of a character fo 
very fingular and original, the at- 
tentive reader will receive much en- 
tertainment as well as inftruction. 

The lovers of curious {peculation 
will likewife meet with a rich treat in 
“An Effay on the Caufes of the 
Variety of C omplexion and Figure 
in the Human Species; tow hich ave 
added Strictures on Lord Kames’s 
Difcourfe on the original Divertity 
of Mankind, by the Rev. Samucl 
Stanhope Smith, D. D. &c.”” The 
objcét of the author is to thew, th at 
the varieties of the human {pce Ta 
may fatisfactorily be accounted for, 
by attending to nature and her ope- 


rations, and the effects produced in 
the ih 
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them by diverfity of climate, by 
favage and focial life, by diet, ex- 
erciie, and manners of living. It 
js not poffible for us to abridge his 
arguments. We, therefore, only 
obierve, that Dr. Smith has illuf- 
trated his theory with great labour 
and ingenuity; and by an appeal 
to many curious and unqueftionable 
facts. How far he has anfwered 
the numerous and flirewd objections 
which have been brought againft it, 


mutt be left to the determination of 


his readers. 


Among the publications which 
ate to be referred to the head of 
Ciovernment and Law, we fhall, in 
tue firtt place, introduce to our 
readers ** Hiftorical Sketches of Ci- 
vil Liberty, from the reign of Hen- 
ry Vill. to the Accefhon of the 
Houte of Stwart ; with an Account 
of the Antiquity, Ufe, and Duty of 
stray in which are interfperted, 
everal interefting Particulars, illut- 
trative of the Liverties of the Sub- 
ject.” The object of this work is, 
to colleé&t together within a narrow 
compafs, a number of {triking tacts, 
drawn from the hiftory of this coun- 
try, which may help to preferve in 
our minds 2 jutt fenfe of the :mport- 
ance of our liberties. Thefe are 
taken, ia particular, from the reigns 
ot the Tudors; fome of whom de- 
ferve juitly to be ranked among the 
moit defpotic tyrants which this 
country has ever feen. With his 
reflections on thefe facts our author 
blends many difcuffions on fubjects 
connected with civil liberty; fuch 
as the ftate of election in the Scot- 
tith boroughs; the exorbitant power 
of the court of feffion in Scotland ; 
the illegality and danger of military 
governors; the violation of the 
rights of juries, and other topics 
which befpeak his ardent attach- 
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ment to the principles of the con. 
ftitution, and his zeal for the re. 
formation of abufes. The good 
intention of the work before us js 
unqueftionable ; the fentiments are 
bold, liberal, and congenial to the 
feelings of an Englifhman ; and the 
language, in — is neat and 
correct. But from the want of or- 
der and perfpicuity in his method 
and ityle, the author does not feem 
to have been habituated to the rac. 
tice of compofition, or to have ftu- 
died the graces of hiftorical writ. 
ing. 

ss he “ Hiftorical Sketch of Pre. 
rogative and Influence,”’ is a ipi- 
rited and ingenious pertormance, in 
which are delineated the variations 
of prerogative, from the earlieft 
ages of the Englith hiftory, down 
to the Revolution; and the pro- 
grefs of influence, from that @ra 
to the prefent time. The author’s 
Sketch of Prerogative is brief; but 
It 1S accurate and maft-rly. His 
principal objeét is, to enquire into 
the hiftory of influence, which, 
when the prerogative was reduced, 
at the Revolution, within clear and 
determined limits, was introduced 
to fupply the place of thofe pow- 
ers which were taken from the 
crown. This influence the author 
divides into conftitutional and ille- 
gal; the former arifing from the 
patronage of the crown, the col- 
leétion and application of the reve 
nues, and the power of beflowing 
penfions; the latter confifting in 
«¢ the undue influence of this pow- 
er, in any way contradiéting the 
fpirit and genius of the conftitus 
tion, which teach, that the great 
end for which all power is lodged 
in the crown, is only that it fhould 
be employed for the benefit of the 
community.”’ In tracing the pro- 
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grefs of influence during the rege 
0 


—s ee ee 














.~mnw@wees & 








of William III. and the fubfequent 


reigus, our author difcovers an ex- 
tenive and accurate acquaintance 
with his fubject; and has inter- 
fperfed his hiftorical view with a 
variety of juft political remarks and 
oblervations, with which we have 
been much pleafed. 

During the prefent year has been 
ublithed the third volume of “« A 
Jefence of the Conftitutions of Go- 

vernment of the United States of 
America, by John Adams, LL.D.” 
In our account of the Domeftic Li- 
terature of the laft year, we gave 
the character of the preceding vo- 
lumes of this excellent and intereft- 
ing work. The preient volume 
commences with a continuation of 
the author’s account of the Italian 
republics of the middle age; or of 
the period of time between the fall 
of the eaftern and wettern empires. 
To this fucceeds, what conititutes 
the moft important and valuable 
part of the volume, an enquiry in- 
to the right couttitution of a com- 
monwealth. ‘This portion of the 
work before us tS devoted to an at- 
tentive and particular examination 
of a treatife printed in the year 
1656, by Marchamont Nedham, 
which was an able defence of the 
commonwealth of England and it 
difplays, by acute and ryraake rly argu- 
ments, and an unanfwerable appeal 
- well known and decifive experi- 

ents, the fuperior advantages e a 
a form of government, fimilar 
with that of the actual conftitution 
ot Great Britain, over the different 
republican forms, and, particularly, 
the democratical. In his laft fec- 
tion, Mr. Adams examines and re- 
futes fome of the pofitions of M. 
Montefquieu, which had received 
an almott genera sb fanction, from the 
abilities and character of that dil- 
tinguifhed writer. The publica- 


ei nn of this third volume will a- 
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bundantly juitify us in the very fa 
vourable opinion which we have al- 
ready expretled, of the found fenfe, 
extentive knowledge, and juft dif- 
cernment of our author. We think 
that he has admirably depicte: d that 
form of government which is moft 
favourable to the happinefs of the 
people, and to the general interefts 
of the community; and that his 
labours may prove effentially ufeful 
in correcting the errors of vague and 
{peculative politicians. ‘Thofe who 
entertain a juft reverence for the 
excellences of our happy conftitu- 
tion, will read them with pleafure 
andl 4 improvement. . 

The Aggrandifement and na- 
ries Verfection of Great Britain, 
an — P ropoial, &c . by George 
Edwards, Eig. M. D.”’ in two vo- 
ene oneittiy fe a work which com- 
preh ends too great a varictv of fub- 
jects to be diftinétly {pecitied by us. 
The author appears to be potlet ed 
of a patrioth and benevolent mind; 
and to have publithed his thoughts 
on a civertity oi t pics, from a pure 
and laudable dere of promoting 
the general good of mankind, and 
the particular interefts of the com- 
munity, of which he s a member. 
And, notwithftanding that he cane 
not be commended tors per{picuity 
or precifion, and that he can make 
no pretenuons to clegance or accuse 
racy, his volumes abound in many 
import ant ybiervations, 

which do eee, to his good inten- 
tion and public-fpirited principles, 
and by which the attentive readet 
may be contiderably benetited. 

M. Herrenfchwand’s * Differtation 
on the Divifion of Land in Aen 
culture,”’ 1s a continuation of that 
feries of treatifes on the diflercne 
branches of modern political aco- 
nomy, which he has been engaged, 
for fome time palt, in publithing. 
Phe intention of the preicat trea- 
tic 
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tife is, to determine whether large 
or {mall divifions of land tend mott 
to augment the profperity of a na- 
tion, under a * Syftem of relative 
Agriculture, founded on a Syitem 
ot Manufacture.” This queftion 
he decides in favour of large divi- 
fions of land, as he takes it for 
g:anted that fuch divifions will pro- 
cure fuftenance for the greateft num- 
ber of manufacturers poilible, after 
maintaining thofe who are employ- 
ed in the cultivation of the foil. It 
may, however, fairly be contetted, 
that he has taken tor granted, as 
the foundation of his fubfequent 
reafoning, a circumftance which is 
directly contradicted by experience. 
We have, on former occafions, ex- 
prefled our admiration of the ta- 
lents and ingenuity of M. Her- 
renichwand ; while we have freely 
blamed him for deducing fome of 
the moft important conclufions in 
fuppoit of his theory, from very dif- 
putable pofitions. To the fame 
praife he is entitled, and the fame 
blame he has, in a confiderable de- 
gree, incurred, from the work be- 
fove us. Jt would give us great 
pleature to find an author fo re- 
fpectable on other accounts, more 
attentive to the correction of fuch a 
glaring and radical imperfection. It 
would give greater contidence to 
our expectations from his grand 
work on political economy, to which 
the pieces which he has already pub- 
lifted are only fo many preliminary 
differtations. 

‘The author of a treatile entitled 
* New and Old Principles of Trade 
compared ; or a Treatife on the 
Principles of Commerce between 
Nations, &c.”’ 13 an aivocate tor the 
moft perfec and unreitricted free- 
dom in trade. His arguments on 
this fubject are fenible and ingeni- 
ous; and appear to have been cic- 


tated by an enlarged and libeval 
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mind. How far, however, they are 
compatible with the true {pirit of 
individual intereft, and national po- 
licy, we will not determine. To 
this work is adced an Appendix, 
containing many judicious obferva- 
tions on the principal general means 
of aiding commerce, the balance of 
trade, the pre-eminence of agricul. 
tural induftry, a comparifon of pro- 
hibitions, bounties, and drawbacks, 
the commerce of grain, Navigation 
laws, and laws concerning the in- 
tereft of money. 

We rejoice to find, from “ the 
Subttance of the Speech ot Henry 
Beaufoy, efg; to the Britith Society 
for extending the Fifhevies, at their 
General Court, held March 25th, 

788,”’ that the important objects 
to which the directors of that pa- 
triotic inftitution have bent their 
attention, bear fuch a prommifing at- 
pect of fuccefs and utility. This 
fpeech is divided into three parts 
The nrft gives a general account of 
the conduct of ti:e dire¢tors from 
their earlicit appointment in the 
month ef Auguii, 17385, to that ot 
June, 1787, when the committeg 
of infpsction took its departure for 
Scotland. The fecond part lavs 
before the fociety fuch obfervations 
on the general ftate of the country 
in the nevih-weft of Great Britain, 
and on the peculiar circumitances ot 
its coafts, as his late tour fuggefted 
to him. The third part contains a 
ftatement of the principal proceed- 
inys of the directors, from the re- 
turn of the committee of infpection 
to the prefent time. The fubjects to 
which Mr. Beaufoy adverts in this 
elegant and animated oration, are 
of that magnitude and real conte- 
quence to this country, that they 
deferve the attention of all who are 
friendly to its proiperity. We 
could with, therefore, that it were 
univerfally circulated; asi —_— 
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well calculated to imprefs the public 
with a juft idea of the intentions 
and views of the Britith Society, 
and to excite a fpirit of genuine 
and difinterefted patriotiim. 

Mr. Howlett, vicar ot Dunmow, 
Effex, with whofe merits as a writer 
on fub jects of political @conomy, 
the public is not unacquainted, has 
publithed, during the Pager vear, 
a treatife, entitled * The Infutici- 
ency ot the Cauies to which the in- 
creafe of our Poor, and ot the Poor 
Kates, have beencommonly aleribed; 
the true Ones fated; with an En- 
guiry into the Mortality of the 
Country Houtes of Induitry, and a 
light general View of Mie. . Ack; and’s 
Plan for rendering the Poor inde- 
pendent.”” “The principal intention 
ef this work is, to prove that the 
increafe of the poor, and the ex- 
pences of Inaintainiung them, are 
not to be afcribed to any detect in 
our laws, or their execution; to 
the number of ale-hontes ; the pro- 
fiicacy and wickedneis of the poor ; 
nor to the eng ‘rofling of farms; but 
that they are owing to the fingle 
circumftance of the shoe of labour 
not being advanced, in proportion 
to the price of pron ions, Al- 
though we admire the ingenuity and 
extenfive information which Mr. 
Howlett difcovers, and join with 
him in thinking that the tubject is 
highly interefting to every indivi- 
dual, as the poor laws been 
the fubjeét cf general complaint 
from time immemorial, we do not 
think that the h ty pothefis which he 
advances is founded on defenfible 
prin iples ; or that he has examined 
the fubjeét with his utual accuracy, 
and that clofenefs of attention w hich 
it required. age a how. 
ever, refpecting aie-houics, the en- 


nave 


grofiing of farms, and the unhealthi- 
Heis ot houfes of induftry, 


are ju- 
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dicious and fatisfactory; and his 


firictures on the detective plas 
wiich have been propoied by ditter- 
ent writers, are deferving of pubhe 
attention. 

The * Det. nce of the Statute pafled 
in the 43d Year of Elizabeth, con- 
cerning the kmployment and Reliet 
of the Poor; with Propofals ior en- 
forcing it,” is the production of a 
fenfible writer, who prefersa fair trial 
of that ftatute, as well as of the other 
fubtequent itatutes relating to the 
employment and relief of the poor, 
with tuch coercive means as are ne- 
cetiary to enforce their execution, to 
any of the new fchemes which have 
been fuggefted. And if, after the 
experience of a reafonable term, 
the evils now fo loudly complained 
of fhould not be entirely remedied, 
then, and not till then, he would 
have recourfe to a new fyftem o! 
laws. 

The “ Obfervations preliminary 
to a propofed Amendment of the 
Poor Laws, by Willia: n Young, 

cfq. F. R.S. and M. P.’’ ave, like- 
wife, employed in deprecating » 
change of fyftem, and in recom- 
mending a revifion, amendment, 
and ftrengthening of that which al- 
ready exifts. Jf the author would 
in any cafe ** go fomewhat farther, 
it would be to bend and a lapt it to 
the viciflitudes of manners, of in- 
tercourfe, of arts, of trade, and of 
policy, which in the courfe of ages 
have imperceptibly gained footing 
in this country, as they ever wil 
in a great nation, progreffive to the 
fummit of {plendor and of refine- 
ment.’’ In the courfe of his Ob: 
fervations, Mr. Young introduces 
many weighty arguments againit 
the impolicy, ay well as inhumanity, 
of removing the induftrious poor, 
from the apprehenfion of their be- 
coming clargeable ; and agaiatt oe 
mi 
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mifchievous and cruel expedient of 
farming the poor. To the efta- 
blifhment of affociations for raifing 
private funds, he gives his entire 
approbation ; but would have thefe 
funds fubject to legal regulation, to 
fecure the application of their ftocks 
to the purpofes intended by their 
inftitution. 

Mhe principal object of the * Ob- 
fervations on various Plans offered 
to the Public for the Relief of the 
Poor, by the rev. ae = ‘Towniend, 
Rettor of Pewfey, in Wiltthire,’’ is 
to overturn the arguments which 
have been adduced in fupport of 
the genera! eftablifhment of work- 
houfes. The fyftem to which he is 
moft favourable, is that which re- 
commends fchools of induftry, pa- 
rochial work-fhops, and magazines 
of raw mate! ials, together with en- 
couragement, under proper regula- 
tions, to friendly focicties among 
the labouring poor; and, above all, 
ftrict limitations on the funds for 
their relicf. To the extentive ob- 
fervation, and difpaffionste philan- 
thropy of the worthy author, this 
pamphlet bears ample teftimony. 

Mr. Haweis, rector of Aldwin- 
kie, in his “ Hints refpectine the 
Poor, fubmitted to the Contidera- 
tion of the Humane and _ Intelli- 
gent,” is a zealous advocate for the 
plan which had formerly been tug- 
erfted by different writers, of ob- 
ligine the inhabitants of every pa- 
rith, to contribute tewards a fund 
for’ affording relict to the lower 
elafs of the community, under the 
infirmities of age, and in ficknefs 
and poverty, ©The principal fea- 
ture of his feheme is this: that 
every man or woman who labours 
tar hye, and earns three flullings or 
more a week, fhould be compelled 
to contribute out of their earnings 
weekly, .one thirty-fiath part, er 
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perhaps, a twenty-fourth. Such a 
contribution would fcarcely be felt ; 
and he contends, that while it would 
add to the comfort and relief of the 
poor, it would effeétually reduce 
the parifh rates, of which we at 
prefent fo heavily complain. 

In the ** Curfory Remarks on 
Mr. Gilbert’s laft Bill, &c. by H, 
Bate Dudley, Clerk, one of His 
Majefty’s juftices of the peace for 
the County of Effex,’’ the author 
offers many formidable objections to 
the principle of that bill; and con- 
tends, that by departing ‘+ too widely 
as well as too wildly from the fimpli- 
city of our eftablifhed fyftem of poor 
laws, it multiplies rather than di- 
minifhes the difficulty of redrefs.” 
In order properly to enforce our pre- 
fent fyitem, he recommends the ap- 
pointment of an intermediate officer, 
under the name of Comptroller, 
with a falary, between the juttice of 
peace and the parifh officers, to keep 
the latter to their duty. This pro- 
pofition is the refult of good fenfe, 
united with that experience which 
Mr. Dudley has acquired in his of- 
ficial capacity ; and we fhould be 
glad to fee its merits fubjected to a 
fair trial, 

The author of * Confiderations 
on Parochial Evils, in a Letter ad- 
drefled to Thomas Gilbert efy.’’ 1s 
equally hoftile, with the laft men- 
tioned writer, tothe making of new 
laws for the regulation of the poor, 
and the prevention of thofe evils 
which are the principal caufes of po- 
verty ; or the alteration of the old 
ones. A more perfeét manner ol 
executingthe laws in exiftence would, 
in his opinion, remedy the evils 
which have been fuffered to grow to 
an alarming magnitude. ‘This let- 
ter appears to be written by a perfon 
of goud fenfe, and confiderable 


knowledge and obfervation, who ts 
ani 








animated with a warm zeal for the 
public good. 

The “ Argumentative Appeal 
addreffed to the right rev. the Bi- 
fhops, and the body of the parochial 
clergy, &c. by N. Turner M. A.” 
propofes a remedy to the prefent in- 
equality in railing money for the im- 
provement of fuch lands as are allot- 
ted to the church, in commutation 
for the tythes of newly inclofed di- 
ftricts. The method which he would 
recommend is, to empower the in- 
cumbents to burthen theirown eftates 
with certain debts, to be paid by in- 
ftalments. ‘The efficacy of fuch a 
a remedy, where due care fhould be 
taken ref{pecting the proper expendi- 
ture of the money fo ratted, mvuit be 
fulliciently obvious. We recom- 
mend this appeal to the framers of 
future bills of enclofure. 

The “ Letter to the right hon. 
W. Pitt, Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, on the Reform of the in 
ternal government of the Roya! 
Boroughs of Scotiand, by Robert 
Graham, efq. Prefident of the De- 
legates from the Burgefles, &c.” 
has been publifhed by appointment 
of the London committee for con- 
ducting an application to parliament, 
in order to obtain that important ne- 
tional obje&t. ‘The government of 
the royal boroughs in Scotland has 
been, for many ages, a fyitem of u- 
furpation and tyranny. ‘Phe bur- 
gefles have been deprived of their 
ancient liberty and privilege of 
chufing their own magiflrates and 
common-counfellors,tor the manage 
ment of their property and reverues, 
and to direct their police. Tris 
right has been ufurped by the ma- 
giftrates themfelves, who have 
thought fit to chufe their fuccetlors ; 
and who, by perpetuating the exer- 
cife of felf-eleétion, have rendered 
themfelves totally independent of 
the burgefies, whofe affairs they are 
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intended to conduct. In confequence 
of this, the police of the boroughs 
has been neglected; their revenues 
have been mifapplied, or profufely 
fquandered ; enormous debts have 
been contracted ; and the fpirits of 
the people, depreffed and broken by 
the lofs of freedom, have been ren- 
dered incapable of active and vi.o- 
rous exertions, The object of this 
letter is to recommend and enforce 
the application of the injured bur- 
gefles to parliament, for a reforma- 
tion of thefe grievances, and the re- 
ftoration of their violated rights. 
Our refpectadle author delivers his 
fentiments on the fubjeét, with a 
manly and hecoming freedom; and 
fhews, by unanfwerable arguments, 
the juftice, the policy, and the ur- 
gent neceffity correcting the ex- 
iting abufes. We heartily wiih fuc- 
cefs to the reafonable and temperate 
application of our northern coun- 
trymen. 

‘The author of “the Guardian of 
Public Credit; containing impor 
tant Obfervations on the Nature of 
our Public Debts, &c.’? after hav- 
in, in vain, laid his communications 
betore adminiftration, appeals to the 
public at large, on thetr importance ; 
and, particularly, on the expediency 
of his plan for the diicharge of the 
national debt. “This plan, as far as 
we are able to underftand it, a- 
mounts to a confolidation of the 
funds, and the reduétion of the rate 
of intercit to four percent, Were 
fuch a plan to be adopted, the au- 
thor is convineed than anarnnual fav - 
mg woud arife, which, in forty- 
three years, would ammount to be- 
tweeh two and three millions more 
than the national d-bt. Befide this 
propotal for the relief of ‘+a fuffering 
yet loyal people,’”’ the author offers 
feveral obiervations on lotteries, tax- 
es; our gold coin, falt, and the 
mode oi condudting the fynds, 
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which will afford entertainment to 
thé {peculators on objects of govern- 
ment and finance. 

We have been equally pleafed with 
the juft obfervations, and the liberal 
humane fentiments which we have 
met with inthe ** New, candid, and 

ractical Thoughts on the Law of 
fon rifonment for Debt, witha View 
tothe Regulation of it; for the Pre- 
vention and Punifhment of Frauds ; 
for the Maintenance of Credit, &c. 
by a Country Attorney.” ‘The au- 
thor of this performance after thew- 
ing that the law as it now ftands is 
no defence of credit, gives no fecu- 
rity to private property, and is cruel 
and oppreilive, propotes the heads 
of a new act of parliament for re- 

ulating the laws of imprifonment 
for debt. The plan which he pro- 
pofes is, that after a limited time 
the prifoner may deliver in a fche- 
dule of his effects to the plaintiff, and 
after a ftated number of days appear 
in court, with a duplicate ot his 
fchedule, to undergo an examina- 
tion; that if the court be fatistied 
with the account which he delivers 
in, and convinced that he was not 
guilty of any fraud, the efiects to be 
equally divided among his creditors, 
and the debtor difcharged : and that 
even on the difcovery of intended 
fraud, the imprifonment not to be 
perpetual, but tora limited time, at 
the dilcretion of the court. It isout 
of our power to fay whether our au 
thor’s plan will reach all the ditheul- 
ties whichattend the important que- 
ftion to which it relates. We have 
not, however, met with any propo- 
fition upon the fubject which appears 
fa reafonable and practicable, and fo 
well calculated for the better and 
more {peedy fatisfaction of creditors, 
and the relief of unfortunate per- 
fons confined for debt. 

“ The * Thoughts on Imprifon- 
ment for Delt, by F.A.S. Murray 
efy.”” after expatiating on the inju- 
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ries which that practice produces to 
the ftate, tothe creditor, and to the 
debtor, exphins the method which 
the author thinks beft adapted for 
the prevention of fraud and the main. 
tenance of credit. He would have 
no man liable to imprifonment for 
debt, but ‘“thatevery debtor, of whar- 
foever degree, if he thall owe to 4 
certain amount, fhall be compel. 
lable to fatisty his creditors in a man- 
ner more fummary than that dire. 
ed by the common law, before the 
introduction of commerce ; and that 
if he fhall negleét, within a prefcrib- 
ed time, to anfwer their jult de- 
mands, he {hall be liable to a com. 
miflion of infolvency.’? Without 
being influenced by the confidera- 
tions of humenity, we entertain a 
pertect conviction, that the abolition 
of imprifonment for debt, would 
not be productive of real injury to 
the fair traders. On the contrary, 
it would ultimately prove of eflen- 
tial fervice to that body of men, by 
putting a ftop to excellive credit, and 
thereby ruining that practice ot {pe- 
culation which has of late been fo de- 
trimental to the genuine interefts of 
commerce. 

The “ Speculations upon Law and 
Lawyers, applicable to the manitett 
Hardfhips, Uncertainty, and abu- 
live Practice of the Common Law,” 
are the productions of a perfon weil 
acquainted with the practice, and 
the practitioners of the law. Many 
of his remarks on the * glaring 2- 
bufes, prepofterous proceedings, 
oppreflive meafures, fcandalous 
fictions, enormous exsctions, and 
increafing evils to the fubject and 
to the ftate arifing from infamous 
wractice,” -are but too juft and well 
tounded, and merit the attention of 
the public, and of thofe who fil! the 
higher olfices of the profeflion. But 
we are doubtful whether the method 
of fimplifying the law, to which he 
appears to be partial, would not, by 
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giving too great difcretionary power 
to the judges, prove the means of 
introducing greater mifchiefs than 
thofe which we already experience. 
Our author is not {paring of his in- 
veftives againft attorneys. But he is 
too indifcriminate in the application 
of his keen and pointed fatire: and 
it fhould feem that his refentment 
againft them has been confiderably 
exafperated by hisperfonal fufferings. 

Since the laft mention which we 
made of books of Law Reports, fe- 
veral publications have appeared, 
either during the prefent year, or 
which had before efcaped our ob- 
fervation. As the works to which 
we refer are chiefly intended for the 
ule of profeflional men, we fhall 
content ourfelves with barely an- 
nouncing them. Thefe are, * Cal- 
decott’s Reports of Caufes relative 
to the Duty and Office of a Juttice 
of Peace, in two Volumes, Quarto ;” 
* Brown’s Reports of Caufes ar- 
gued and determined in the high 
Court of Chancery, beginning with 
Trinity Term, 1778, and conti- 
nued to 1788 3”? “ Durvford’s and 
Kaft’s Reports of Caufes argued 
and determined in the Court of 
King’s Bench, from Michaelmas 
Term, 26 Geo. III, to Michaelmas 
Term, 78 Geo. III. both inclufive, 
in two Volumes Folio ;”’ a new edi- 
tion of * Williams’s Reports of 
Caufes argued and det¢rmined in 
the high Court of Chancery, and 
fome {pecial Caufes adjudged in the 
Court of King’s Bench, with addi- 
tional References to the Proceed- 
ings in the Court, and to later 
Caufes, by Samuel Compton Coxe, 
of Lincoln’s Inn, efq.”’ 

To thefe valuable works we may 
add the following lift of publica- 
tions, chiefly relative to the mecha- 
nical part of the law, which are, in 


. general, fpoken of in terms ef ap- 


probation, and recommended as 
1788. 
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highly ufeful to the law ftudent. 
An improved edition of * Mitford’s 
‘Treatite on the Pleadings in Suits 
in the Court of Chancery — 
** Boyd’s Office, Powers, and Ju- 
rifdi¢tion of his Maijefty’s Juftices 
af Peace, and Commiffioners of 
Supply, in two Volumes Quarto,” 
which relate to the law of Scotland ; 
Tomlitis’s new edition of the * Re- 
pertorium Juridicum,” with an in- 
fertion of all the cafes fubfequent 
to the old impreflion of that ufeful 
and reputable work ; “ Highmore’s 
fuccinét Review of the Hiftory of 
Mortmain ;"’ * Powell’s Treatife 
on the Law of Mortgages ;”” #* An 
Effay on the Learning refpecting 
the Creation and Execution of 
Powers, and, alfo, refpeéting the 
Nature and Effect of Leafing 
Powers ;”’ together with “ An Ef- 
fay upon the Learning of Devifes,”’ 
by the laft mentioned gentleman ; 
‘* \Williams’s compendious Digeft of 
the Statute Law, from Magna 
Chartato 27 Geo, IIT.’’ and “ John- 
fon’s Complete Abridgement of the 
Law refpecting Gaming and Ufury, 
with adjudged Cafes.” 


Under the head of Pure Mathe- 
matics, we fhall, in the firft place, 
introduce to our readers ** Mole’s 
Elements of Algebra,’? which are 
defigned to be merely as an intro- 
duction to that fcience, and to ren- 
der it attainable without the affift- 
ance of a teacher. Mr. Mole docs 
not proceed to the geometrical con- 
ftruction of equations, and the ap- 
plication of Algebra to Geometry. 
He is, however, very full and expli- 
cit in offering whatever is neceflary 
to be known for folving, infinite 
terms, quadratic, cubic and biqua- 
dratic equations. On the whole, 
the common rules of the {cience are 
laid down in a clear and perfpicuous 
manner; the principles on which 
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they are founded are plainly demon- 
ftrated; and many of the operations, 
in fuch. problems as have been pub- 
ifhed before, may be traced by the 
earner with fingular eafe. With 
thefe merits, the work before us.ap- 
pears welladapted to the defign which 
the author had in view. 

Williams’s ** Method to difcover 
the Difference of the Earth’s Diame- 
ter: proving its true Ratio to be not 
lefs variable than as 45 to 46 &c.”’ 
contains an unfortunate attempt to 
eftablifh a different demonftration 
from the Newtonian, refpecting the 
ratio of the diameter of the earth, but 
without fhewing any error in that de- 
monftration, or in the principles on 
which it is founded. The difciples 
of our great luminary will enter- 
tain no very ferious apprehenfions 
for the credit of their mafter’s doc- 
trine from Mr. Williams’s attack on 
it; efpecially when they find, that 
the ratio which he himfelf adopts, 
is not fupported by any geometrical 
demonftration. 

Mr. Hellings’s “ Mathematical 
Eflays om feveral Subjects,” are in- 
tended to facilitate the acquaintance 
of ftudents with fome of the more 
abitrufé parts of mathematics. The 
Lubjects of them are, the computation 
of logarithms ; the reduction of equa- 
tiogs that haVe two equal roots ; the 
correction of finents found by de- 
{feending fertes; the transformation of 
certain feries to others of {witter con- 
vergency ; and the force of ofcillat- 
lg bodies on their centres of fufpen- 
fion. The learned world have re- 
peatedly been made acquainted with 
the proficiency of Mr. Hellings m 
the department of fcience under 
which thefe effays are comprehended, 
and will give us their fanction when 
we recommend the contents of this 
volume to thofe who are capable of 
eitimating their merits. 
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Dr. Hutton’s * Treatife on Men- 
furation, both in Theory and Prac. 
tice,”’ is a new edition of a work, 
publithed by the learicd profeflor 
fome time before the commencement 
of our annual labours, which is enti- 
tled to our notice onaccountof the mu- 
merousalterations and improvements 
which have been introduced into it, 
The whole work confifts of five parts, 
The firft contains the menfuration 
of right lines, and right-angled tri- 
angles ; the fecond treats of fuper- 
ficial menfuration, or the menfura- 
tion of plane figures ; the third con- 
tains the meafuring of folids ; the 
fourth feveral fubjects relating to 
menfuration in general ; and the fifth 
the application of the general rules 
to the moft ufeful fubjects of mea- 
furing that happen in ordinary life. 
From the original publication of this 
work our author ha defervedly ace 
quired high reputation, by the ju- 
dicious and pleafing manoerin which 
he had reduced the theory of men- 
{uration to practical rules, and illu. 
{trated thefe by curious and ufeful 
examples. ‘The moft material im- 
provements in the prefent edition are 
devoted to an explanation of the ute 
of the inftruments, and the method 
of furveying, together with an en- 
tire new treatife on the theory and 
practice of that art; to cath gaug 
Ine; the m: furing the work of ar 
titicers; an@ tiniber mealuring. On 
the whole the allities anc accuracy 
which the euthor difplays in every 
part of this treatife, oblige US TO je O° 
nounce it better calculated, tor in- 
formation and utility, than any 
other which we have yet feen. 

The “ Principles of Militery 
Movements, chiefly applied to_In- 
fantry. &c. by Colonel David Dun- 
das,”’ form an ufeful and fcientife 
trentiie on military tactics. We 


have repeatedly remarked the defi- 
ciency 











ciency of fuch produétions in En- 
lifh literature. And although Co- 
fonel Dundas’s performance does not 
perfectly anfwer our wifhes, or ful- 
fil the expectations to which its title 
and preface gave rife; yet there are 
few if any books written on this fub- 
jee, in the Englifh language, which 
are equally inftructive and entertain- 
ing. His arrangement is, in gene- 
ral, wellimagined, and his language 
nervous. In order to improve the 
military fyftem of this country, he 
takes the Pruffians for his model, 
and illuftrates his explanation of 
their manceuvres and operations by 
twenty five copper-plates. But we 
eannot avoid remarking that, like 
moft Englifh writers upon this fub- 
ject, he too frequently involves his 
inftru€tions in the needlefs obfcurity 
of technical phrafeclogy. Had he, 
im this refpect, followed the exam- 
ple of the beft French and Ger- 
man writers, whofe language is per- 
{pictious and preciic, he would have 
added greatly to the value of his in- 
genious and elaborate work. 
Captains C, and RK. Craufurd 
have, during the prefent year, pub- 
lifhed a fecond volume of their tranf- 
lation of Captain Tielke’s ** Ac- 
count of fome of the moft remark- 
able Events of the War between the 
Prufhans, Auftrians, and Kuflians, 
from 1756 to 1763; anda ‘Treatife 
on feveral branches of the Military 
Art, &c.”? Of the general defign of 
this elegant and ufeful work we have 
alrecdy expreiled our opinion in our 
account of the Doineftic Literature 
of the vear 1757. In the volume be- 
fore us, the author gives a circuin- 
ftantial account of the battle of Zorn- 
dorff, and a critical examination of 
the difpofition of the Ruflian and 
Pruffian armies. He alfo prefents 
his readers with a minute detail of 
the fiege of Colberg ; and a plan for 
taking that fortreds by a coup de 
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main. To thefe interefting details 
are added defcriptions -of * various 
marches, fkirmihes, attacks of putts; 
and other movements of detachments 
trom both armies, with numerous 
valuable notes by the tranflators, 
which muft render this continuation 
of captain Tielke’s work highly 
ufeful as well as entertaining to the 
military ftudent. We are extreme- 
ly forry to find, by the advertifernent 
at the conclufion of this volume, that 
ourtranflators have not met with that 
{upport which was due to the defignt 
and execution of their expenfive un« 
dertaking. Wehope, however, that 
from an increafe of fubfcribers, they 
will be encouraged te proceed with, 
and to complete the work according 
to their original intention. 


(In our wfual career of fclevice, 
we have firft attended to Natural 
Philofophy ; and the apology, which 
we made in our laft volume, we 
muft again repeat. We there ad 
mitted the Society of Philadelphia, 
among our denizens ; and what we 
granted to the fouthern, we cannot 
refufe to the eaftern ftates of Ame- 
rica. Befides the Philofophical So- 
cicty of Bofton, another, more near- 
ly allied to us, claims alfo our at- 
tention: we allide to the New So 
ciety for the Improvement of Na- 
tural Knowledge, eftablifhed at E- 
dinburgh; and, as we admit into 
this volume two new claimants on 
ous attention, we may be allowed 
to defer the the pretenfions of an- 
other, the Irith Academy, whofe 
volume, though perhaps within the 
limits of the year, to which our re- 
fearches are confined, we mutt beg 
leave to omit for the prefent. Our 
article muft, even in thefe circum- 
ftances, be unufually extended ; but 
we fhall net regret our labour, 
if we find the improvement of fci- 
ence. to correfpend with the in- 
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eréafed number of collections ; we 
truft that we fhall not be difap- 
pointed. 

We began our laft fketch with Mr. 
Herfehell ; and mutt beg further in- 
dulgenice for our predilection, and a- 
gain mention, in the firft place, his 
more general account of the Georyt- 
an planet and its fatcllites, in which 
he has given a Very comprehenfive 
view of the elements of this hitherto 
undefcrived world. Yet we were 
not left wholly without afliftance ; 
for in the Edinburgh ‘Tranfaétions, 
Mr. Robinfon determined the mo- 
tions and orbit of this new planet, 
dire€tly from obfervation. Th: fe 
two articles do not afford different 
yoformation, but the one is in fome 
degree a fupplement to the other ; 
for the laft rfers chiefly to the pla- 
pet, the firft to the fatellites. Af- 
tronomcers feem to have exhautted 
their efforts in thefe enquiries ; for, 
except fome aftronon ical obt.rva- 
tions m the Bofton Tranfactions, 

ofeffor W illian.s’s obfervations on 
the latitude of Havard-college, the 
variations of the magnetic necdle, 
and Mr. Willard’: ** Method of find- 
ing the Altitude and Longitud. of 
the nonagefiy al Do grees of the Ec- 
ig in the fame work, remarks 
often of a local kirnl, and prepara- 
tory to obfervations, we find no- 
thing which cdeferves particular no- 
tice. Mr. Pcenrefe’s letters are in- 
deed aitronomical as well as philo 
phical ; but this authar foars a lit- 
tle too much inte the regions of ima- 
gination, ama leaves truth and rea 
fon at too gr.at aditaace. Perhaps 
alfo Mr. Elliott’s “ Linprovement of 
the Method of correcting the ob- 
ferved Diltance of the Moon frem 
the Sun, or a frxed Star,”’ as it pro- 
mifes to be practically uf ful, de- 
ferves to be refeued from indifcr)- 
minate neglect. Mr. Waring’s 
“ Effay on centripetal Forces,”? in 
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the London Tranfaétions, is rather 
of a mathematical than a philofophi- 
cal nature. 

It we ftep from the ftars to our 
own atmofphere, we fhall find ma- 
ny new obfervations, and fome 
difcoverics, M. de Luc’s “ Idées 
fur la Meteorologie,” as publiftied 
in England, deferve our notice, 
fince his refearches are more exten- 
five and more fuccefsful than we 
can find in any other work. His 
hygrometer has met with oppofi- 
tion from fome rival inventors ; and 
though we may allow his inftru- 
ment much merit, the prefent ftate 
of experience on the fubjeét will not 
permit us to give him the prefer- 
ence above M. Sauffure, in this re- 
fpect. His other meteorological re- 
marks, connected with this fubjeét, 
are very ingentous; and his gene- 
ral fyitem of the univerfal men- 
ftruum, which he thinks to be fire, 
is, we find, well received, as a 
plaufible conjeéture, which every 
day’s experience feems to render 
more probable; but it is by na 
means generally admitted. In the 
different volumes of Tranfactions we 
find various regifters of meteorclo- 
gical obfervations, which will, we 
hope, give fome ftability to this 
frience ; but, befides thete dry de- 
tails, we find in the London Tranf- 
actions, fome ve: y pudicious obferva- 
tions on the heat of wells and 
{prings tn Jamaica, with a few mif- 
cellaneous obfervations on the heat 
ef thefe in London, and a ver¥ 
well conftructed table of the mean 
heat of every month from the year 
1-63 to 1772 inclufive, by Dr. He- 
berden. ‘The “ Theary of Rain,” 
alfo by Dr. Hutton, in the Kdin- 
burgh Tranfactions, 1s very ingenl- 
ous, though it fcarcely carries con- 
viction with it. 

In our atmofphere we frequently 
experience cold unexpectedly, whic 

we 
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we cannot explain. Dr. Darwin, 
in the London Tranfactions, has 
endeavoured to explain this pheno- 
menon, trom the mecnanical ¢tfeéts 
of the expantion of the air, nearly 
in the fame way as Dr. \V cbftcr ex- 
plained the fame appearance fume 
time fince, at Edinourgh. When 
the cold is great near the earth, Mr, 
Six, by mcans of his thermometer, 
which fhews the greateit and the 
Jeait height at winch the mercury 
has itood in the abience of the ob- 
ferver, ihews that it is warmer in 
the higher regions of the atmo- 
fphere, and has given fome very 
curious remarks on local heat. Mr. 
Willon, in the Edinburgh Tranf- 
actions, has pointed out a remeuk- 
abie degree of cold, waich accom- 
panies the feparation of a hoar ivoit 
trom a clear air, and added greatly 
to our knowledge of the ditterent 
methods by which heat is ablorbed, 
The intenfe cold at Fort Albany in 
Hudfon’s-bay, has again exercited 
the abilities of Mr. M* Nab, under 
the very judicious directions of Mr. 
Cavendith ; and its effects ou the 
vitriolic and nitrous acids, are now 
afcertained with more diftinétnefs 
and accuracy than in any former 
period. Thefe experiments are con- 
tained in the volume of London 
Tranfactions. Mr. Walker of Ox- 
ford, has produced a very great de- 
gree of artificial cold, by judici- 
oully combining the different means 
of producing it; and taught us in 
the fame volume, at a very ealy 
rate, both of trouble and expence, 
to produce a very confideravle de- 
gree of cold, in the warmeft wea- 
ther. The London ‘Tranfactions 
contain alfo fome very judicious ex- 

riments on the cooling of water 
elow its freezing point ; and on 
the effects of various fubftances in 
lowering the point of congelation 
in water, by Dr. Blagden. He ex- 
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amines with great accuracy the cite 
camitances which fayour, and which 
impede the formation of ice; and 
traces its firft movement towards 
congellation in its fine {picular fhoote 
ings, with much patience and inge- 
guitvy. The temperature, and, of 
courte, the denfity of the air, has 
been examined in its effeéts, as ins 
fluencing the accuracy of barome. 
trical m afurements, in the Edins 
burgh collection, by Mr. John Play- 
fair, who has greatly contributed to 
the correctnels of this mode of 
meafuiing heights, by his judicious 
remarks. 

Before we leave the region of the 
air, we may notice the brilliancy of 
the northern lights, which hav¢ 
been obferved within a few years in 
America; and Mr. Ganets accus 
rate hiftory of this appearance, from 
1781 to 1783, in the * Bofton 
Tranfactions.”” The prefident Mr, 
Bowdoin, in the fame volume, of- 
fers fome obfervations on Dr. Frank- 
lin’s hypothefis of light, and ad- 
duces ifeveral important argu- 
ments to fhow, that light and the 
electrical fluid are very different 
fubftances. To prevent the watte 
of light, and, of courfe, the decay 
of the fun, he thinks the whole fyt- 
tem of fun and ftars may be fur- 
rounded by a vait orb, which again 
reflects it back to its fource. The 
uncommon darknefs which occurred 
in New England, in May 1780, was 
an objeét of alarm, till fome foot, 
falling from the air, flowed that it 
was probably owing to burning the 
woods, in the back fettlements. Of 
the more important meteorological 
appearances, the moft formidable are 
earthquakes and volcanoes. In 
New England earthquakes are not 
very uncommon; and profeflor 


Williams, in the Bofton collection, 
has given fome account of them ¢ 


they proceed, in his opinion, fram 
P 


the 
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the north-weft to the fouth-eaft, and 
feem to arife in the vaft country 
which lies in that direction, and 
rhaps are connected with the 
akes. The defcription of Welt 
River mountain, which is poffibly an 
old volcano, is alfo, in many ref- 
peéts, curious. Mr. Fleming’s ac- 
count Of a remarkable agitation of 
LochTay, on the :ath of Septem- 
ber 1784, occurs in the Edinburgh 
Tranfaétions, and feems to be a phe- 
nomenon of a fimilar kind. 

It is not, however, always, that the 
change of the equilibrium of the 
e'eétrical fluid produces thefe vio- 
lent agitations. It is fometimes ma- 
nageable, and fometimes its quantity 
is fo trifling, that we cannot difco- 
ver any electricity, without parti- 
cular contrivances. Mr. Bennet’s 
s* Doubler’? we have formerly no- 
ticed; and Mr. Cavallo’s ** Method 
of manifefting the Prefence, and 
afcertaining the Quality of {mall 
Quantities of natural and artificial 
Electricity,’? as well as his new-in- 
vented “ inftrument for colleéting 
a dilfufed, or little condenfed Quan- 
tity of Eleétricity,”? which occur in 
the London ‘Tranfactions, are e- 
qually curious and ingemious. Mr. 
Nicholfon’s new inftrument, which, 
by the different turns of a winch, 
produces either ftate of electricity, 
demands no inconfiderable com- 
mendation. Dr. Gray’s Obferva- 
tions on the Manner in which Glafs 
is churged with the Electrical Fluid, 
and ditharged,” are, in a great 
degree, new and interefting. Each 
of thefe accounts occur in the Lon- 
don Tranfactions. 

Among the more mifcellaneous 
works of natural philotc phy, we 
may mention Mr, Young’s * Effay 
on the Mechenifm of Nature,” a 


work which ts ingenious and philo- 

fophiral, but we frar in a great 

meafyre hypothetical, A very ip- 
' J 


genious and elaborate paper on the 
*¢ Motion of the Sap in Trees,” by 
Dr. John Walker, occurs in the K. 
dinburgh colleétion, where the fub. 
ject is purfued in a feries of very 
accurate and well-conduéted eXpes 
riments. Mr. Adams’s « Effay on 
the Microfcope,’”’ a work which 
makes a part of a great and ufeful 
defign, of teaching the application 
and ufe of different philofophical 
inftruments, may be perufed with 
great entertainment and advantage, 
A new invented jnftrument, ftyled 
the “* Georganon, and an improved 
Analemma,”’ are defcribed by Mr, 
Donne. The former confifts of 
maps with a little fimple contrivance 
to render them more ufeful, and in 
fome refpects to fuperfede the ufe 
of globes. Mr. Fairman, a teacher 
of mathematics, has publifhed a 
“ Treatife on the Ufe of the Globes 
and on Geography,’’ which may be 
ufeful to the ftudent. And Mr. 
Winne has compiled a little “* Trea. 
tife on Geography,”’ which has been 
tranflated into French and Italian 
by his daughter. We mutt not dif- 
mifs this fhort account, which ree 
lates to the inftruments of philofo- 
phy, without mentioning the pump- 
engine, or fire-engine adapted to a 
common pump, by Mr. Dearborn, 
and Mr. Prince’s improvement on 
Smeaton's air-pump, which occur 
in the Edinburgh colleétion, 

In the earth, or more ftri¢tly 
fpeaking, on the furface, we have 
made fome new and important 
difcoveries. Mr. Keate has arranged 
the journals of captain Wilfon, and 
given a very entertaining account 
of the Pelew Iflands, feen and de- 
nominated from its trees, by the 
Spanizrds, but little known, till 
the Antclope packet was wrecked 
on it, Their fituation, on the 
eaftern extremity of the known 
wold, prevented their being dilco- 
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vered fooner; and they may be, 

rhaps with accuracy placed where, 
in the bett maps, the Caroline 
Iflands lie; while the iflands diftin- 
guifhed by the lait term or name, 
are probably fcattered from north 
to fouth, nearer to the continent. 
The artlefs fimplicity, and the na- 
tural refinement of thefe wntutored 
iands, form a very interefting pic- 
ture. We have received alfo fome 
apparently more correct accounts of 
the little ifland of Joanna in 124” 
fouth latitude; and thefe contri- 
bute to ettace the flattering and de- 
lufive colours which the abbée Ray- 
nal had laid on hi: defen ption. Mat- 
thews’s ** Voyage to Sierra Leone,”’ 
a work calculated to ferve the views 
ofa party, inthe difcuflion of the in- 
humanity or the impolicy of the flave 
trade, adds, however, a little to our 
knowledge of thiscoafi. Major Ren- 
nell’s «Me moir of his improved Map 
ot Indoftan,”’ gives a very particular 
account of this tamous country, the 
foene of ravages and conqueft, from 
the firft moment, when its import- 
ance was underftood ; and the ** Me. 
moirs of the Countries betw een the 
Black Sea and the Cafpian,”? which 
accompanies a very excellent map, 
by profetior Guldenttaedt, has added 
to our knowledge of this claffical 
ground, the object of the firit 
naval expedition, which hiftory has 
recorded. * Afhort Defcription of 
Pyrmont,” extracted from a larger 
work, by Dr. Marcard, of Gotten- 
gen, and tranflated into Englifh, is 
not of great importance in this de- 
partment: yet it muft be mentioned, 
as, from its title, it will be expected 
to occur in this part of our domef- 
tic fketch. 

As we go from the furface to the 
more internal parts of the earth, 
we muft notice Mr. Hutton’s very 
elaborate theory of this planet, in 
the Edinburgh Tranfactions, He 
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confiders the water to have fur- 
nifhed the thell fith, which have 
formed, by their exuvia, extentive 
beds of lime-ttone, while the fire 
acts as a renovating power, giving ’ 
a new form to the old materials. 
His fyftem is a very elegant one ; 
but the author, we fear, fometimeés 
fails in eftablithing his foundation. 

The remarks on different foffils, 
adduced, occafionally, in fupport of 
his opinion, are very curious and 
entertaining. The curious fofhils 
and {trata ditcovered in America, 
are obfcurely hinted at, rather than 
deferibed in the Edinburgh Tranf- 

a¢tions: we look on thefe’ imperfect 
accounts as preludes to more parti- 
cular and ufeful difcoveries. A mats 
of native iron in South America, is 
a fingular appearance. It is men- 
tioned and defcribed in the London 
Tranfactions of this year. If it be, 
as fuppofed, volcanic, its extent and 
its bulk will render it a ftill more 
flupendous object. The varions 
earths or foflils are colleAed and 
defcribed in Mr. Magellan’s ** New 
Edition of Cronftedt,’’ an excellent 
work, which for a time eftablithed, 

almoft exclufively, the chemical fyf- 
tem. In its new form, it contains 
an abridged, but fitisfa¢tory ac- 

count of the whole fcience of mi- 
neralogy in its prefent improved 


{tate. 


We have infenfibly fte ped fi into 
the confines of Natural Hiftory, and 
have proceeded fo far in it, that we 
have little toadd. Dr. Kentifh’ 
*¢ Method of fludying Natural Hil- 
tory,”’ muft be mentioned as a pub- 
lication of the period ; but it can- 
not be advantageoufly diftinguifhed 
in the group. Jenner’s “ Natural 
Hiftory of the Cuckoo,” in the 
London Tranfaétions, contains a 
very particular defeription of the 
manners and mode of life of this 
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peculiar bird. Mr. Smith, who 
poffefies the Linnzan collection, has 

iven, in the fame volume, a very 
interefting and entertaining paflage 
on the irritability of vegetables. 
The * Arbuftrum Americanum,”’ 
is a fhort account of the plants of 
Carolina, which are moft generally 
known, with fome remarks on their 
ufe; and Dr. Lettfom’s repeated 
editions of the * Account of the 
Culture of the Mangel Wurtzell,”’ 
have extended the fame of this new 
vegetable ; and we fear they have 
multiplied difappointments. In the 
Bofton Colleétion we perceive fome 
obfervations on the culture of Smyr- 
na wheat, and on grafting, which 
appear to be judicious; and the 
fourth volume of the * Tranfac- 
tions of the Bath Society,’’ cantains 
many very ufeful interefting details, 
on thefe fubjects, and almoft every 
other branch of hufbandry. Mr. 
Marfhall’s account of the “ Rural 
Oeconomy of Yorkfhire,”’ is a work 
alfo of great utility in the fame 
line; and the late Mr. Dixon's vo- 
Jumes on the “ Hufbandry of the 
Ancients,’’ deferve our praife, as 
they unite juft philofophical criti- 
cifm with an accurate knowkdge 
of modern hufbandry. Mr. Win- 
ter’s ** New and compendious Syf- 
tem,”’ we cannot highly praife; but 
fome detached parts of his work 
poffefs much merit. 


We have, however, been long 
fince told, that “the proper ftudy 
of mankind is man.’’ To turn, 
therefore, from the Natural Hiftory 
of the productions of the earth, to 
that of its firft and chief inhabitant, 
muft be a pleafing tafk, though the 
truth fliould ultimately lead to the 
fick bed, and the various means of 
relieving human miferies. 

To the former deferiptions of dif- 
ferent parts of the hyman body, 





we have not much to add. Dr. 
Monro’s * Defcription of the Burfa: 
mucofe,”” thofe facs filled with 
fluid or vapour, which unite a fa. 
cility of motion with  elafticity, 
and, on this account, are advan. 
tageoufly placed near the joints, is 
acurious work ; for they were fir. 
tle known, or at leaft by no means 
defcribed in their fulleft extent. 
The human mutcles, claffed as the y 
appear in a diffection, is a ufefyl 
publication for ftudents, and is ex. 
ecuted with accuracy, by Mr. Craw- 
ford. Dr. Baillie, the fucceflor of 
Dr. Hunter, has defcribed, in the 
 Rhilofophical Tranfactions,”’ a re. 
markable cafe, where the humour 
of Moliere’s, ** Phyfitian by Com. 
pulfion,”? (medecix maler>? lu) is 
completely verified, The vilcera 
were entirely tranfpofed ; and, what 
is ufually on the left, was found on 
the right fide, a ftate which appeared 
confiflent with perfect health. ‘The 

lates of Dr. Denman, defigned to 
illuftrate the ‘* Generation and Par- 
turition of Animals,”’ deferve at- 
tention, as the promife of future 
utility ; for his great comprehentive 
plan is yet only in its firft ftage. 
The fame may be faid of the pro- 
pofal of a late pupil of Dr. Hun- 
ter, who — to publith a fyf- 
tem of midwifery, with the anatomy 
of the gravid uterus, Thefe works 
relate to the body in a peculiar, 
but not an unnatural ftste. Dr. Den- 
man has publithed, alfo, two plates 
of a ruptured and inverted uterus. 
That the ruptured urerus is not al- 
ways fatal, particularly when the 
rupture happens in the membrane- 
ous part, near the orifice, is evin- 
ced by a very extraordinary cafe, 
publithed formerly by Mr. Goldion, 
and by a collection of fimilar, though 
lefs curious ones, added to his new 
edition of that work; where we alfo 
find, that the fubject of his firit 
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obfervation has fince had two living 
children. Mr. Clark’s “* Account oi 
the Epidemic whic’: lately prevail- 
ed among puerperal Women,”’ thows 
the minute accuracy of his atten- 
tion, and the judgment of his prac- 
tice. Some circumftances relating 
to the puerperal ftate, occur ia Mr. 
Underwooud’s * Sur teal Traéts,”’ 
which have been this vear collected 
and re-publifh d. “i heir merit we 
have already hadoccafion to pointoat, 
particularly refpecting the treatment 
of ulcers in the legs; and we muft 
now add, that the fubject has received 
fome illuftration, by Mr. Homes’s 
« Differtation on the Properties of 
Pus,” which obtained the prize of- 
fered by a fociety in London, Mr. 
Wilner’s ** Obfervations on Her- 
niw,’’ and Mr, Keate’s * Cafes of 
Hydrocele,’’ are entitled to no little 
commendation, for accuracy, di- 
ftinction, and improvement of prac- 
tice. It was not fo eafy to point 
out the method of relicving two 
cafes defcribed in the Bofton Tranf- 
actions, where preternatural hu- 
mours were found in the cavity of 
the abdomen, one of which con- 
tained hair, and may have been the 
rudiments of a fatus. Another re- 
viewer of Mr, Foot’s “ Obferva- 
tions on the new Opinions of Mr. 
John Hunter,” has this year ap- 
peared ; and of courfe has fypported 
that able anatomift; but he has 
been attacked on the other hand by 
Dr. Swediavir, in a new and greatly 
improved edition of his ** Obferva- 
tions on Venereal Complaints.” 
Two volumes of Mr. Howard’s 


*¢ Obfervations on the Venereal Dif- 
eafe,’’ containing many juft end 
valuable remarks, have wifo appeared 
in the courfe of this year, with a 
new “ Method of treating Cancers 
of the Breaft by Ablation, with the 
Help of a peculiay Inftrument,”” by 
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Mr.G. Bell. His namefake, we ada 
with pleafure, has completed his 
“ Syitem of Surgery,” and has 
now finifhed a work both general 
and comprehenfive, containing the 
beft accounts of the practice of this 
art, in its moft improved ftate. Mr. 
Pearfon has publithed his firft part 
of the “ Principles of Surgery,” in 
which he has mixed too many medi- 
cal doétrines ; and Dr. Hamilton has 
been contented with more humbly 
defcribing, in two volumes oétave, 
* The Duties of a Regimental Sur- 
geon + ontidered,”” 

As we have confidered the pro- 
grefs made in our knowledge of the 
{truéture of the human body, and 
the difeafes depending on the inju- 
ries which it may experience, we 
muft turn to its functions, and to 
the effects which their difordered 
{tate may produce. The genera- 
tion of animal heat in Dr. Peart’s 
works, is the refult of the union of 
pure air with phlogifton, which are 
united during the a¢tion of the muf- 
cles. Dr. Crawford’s new edition 
explains this fubje¢t more confitt- 
ently, by fuppofing the latent heat 
of the fluids difengaged in particu- 
Jar operations; and this fyftem is 
now very ably fupported by a va- 
riety of new and very accurate ex- 
periments. It is fo plain and fimple, 
that if not true, we could with it to 
be fo. The effects of refpiration, 
as conne¢ted with life, are explain- 
ed with much accuracy and inge- 
nuity by Dr. Godwyn, who re- 
ceived the firft prize offered on this 
fubject by tthe Humane Society. 
The fame conclufion may be drawn 
from an article in the Bofton Tranf- 
actions, where ftagnant air was alone 
found to be capable of producing 
dyfenteries and low fevers, indepen- 
dent of contagion. Pafhons of the 
mind have fometimes a fimilar cf- 
fect ; 
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fe; but this power, as well as 
their more general influence, is de- 
fcribed with great elegance by Dr. 
Falconer, in his Diflertation on this 
fubje&t. Dr. Alderion confiders 
contagidh more generally, as a mi- 
afma diffolved in the air, and, in 
confequence of fome fuperior che- 
mical atlinity, again precipitated. 
The exifteuce of a miafima is cer- 
tain, but its operation is limited 
robably to putrid fevers, particu- 
oss remittents ; and the chianical 
proc fs, though a probable hypothe- 
fis, feems to be an uncertain one. 
Another author endeavours, as he 
tells us, in his title, to place the 
caufes of fevers in a new point of 
view, and brings us back to the old 
Linnzan fyftm of animalcules. 
The ftudy of fevers, has been, 
however, in fome degree elucidated 
by Dr. Riollay’s * Critical Introduc- 
tion’’ to it; but his opinion, that 
fever is generally a fymptom of fome 
concealed irritation, is very doubt- 
ful. 

Of the cure of fevers we have 
nothing very {atisfactory to obferve ; 
yet, as fevers are common, and of- 
ten fatal, in warm climates, Dr. 
Mofeley’s very excellent * Treatife 
on tropical Difeafes,”’ will undoubt- 
edly add to our knowledge of the 
more violent fevers in our own cli- 
mates, as well as tend to diminifh 
the mortality incident to camps, 
and a military life. In this view 
Dr. Hunter’s “ Obfervations of the 
Difeafes of the Army in Jamaica,’”’ 
will prove ‘a valuable addition to 
our ftock of knowledge. In another 
equally warm and dangerous cli- 
mate, India, Dr. Girdleftone has 
added to our refources in the treat- 
ment of the acute and chronical in- 
flammation of the liver, by teaching 
us, with more accuracy than ufual,the 
management of mercury in the cure 
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of that diforder. Dr. Ryan’s “ En. 
— into the Nature and Cure of 
the tamer cp of the Lungs,” 
does not offer a ‘remedy of equal 
eficacy ; but, in a difeafe fo intraa- 
able, and fo often fatal, it is of im. 
portance to eftablith judicious rules 
of management, that we may at 
leaft alleviate what we cannot cure. 
In this refpect, Dr. Ryan deferves 
much pratie; and, fo far as diet 
may be ufeful, his work offers fome 
very valuable remarks. When we 
{peak of confumptions and diet, we 
muft drop a tear of unavailing for- 
row, on the tomb of the very dili- 
ent and learned Dr. Stark. His 
firft introduction to the world was 
in Dr. Reid’s «* Efay on Confump- 
tions,’”? as the author of the bei 
remarks on the ftructure of tuber- 
cles, profecuted by diffection. Some 
little difpute on this fubye& brought 
his Jabours forward, under the pro- 
tection of his friend Dr. Carmichael 
Smith. The moft original parts of 
his work related to dict and diatetic 
experiments on himfelf, by which 
he haftened a premature death, ren- 
dering his conititution unabdle to 
contend with the deftructive ravages 
of a putrid fever, or perhaps excit- 
ing it by the debility, which his fevere 
regimen produced. The lift ot 
treatifes on confumptions mutt be 
clofed by one of no great import- 
ance, which we have received from 
Mr. Charles: it is a practical “ E- 
fay on the Treatment of the Dit- 
eafe.”’ 
Dr. Rowley’s * Treatife on the 
malignant ulcerated fore Throat,” 


only inculcates the neceffity of the » 


well-known remedy, the bark ; and 
Mr. Foot, in his * Effay on the 
Bite of a mad Dog,”’ is even more 
eager to attack Mr. Hunter than 
to eftablifh the only ufeful method, 
viz. entirely extirpating the part 
bitten, 














bitten, though this is the chief ob- 
ect of his publication. Mr. Neale’s 
“ Praétical Diflertation on Nervous 
Complaints,”’ is a, work of little 
utility, as it neither points out a 
new remedy, nor extends our know- 
ledge of thofe already known, A- 
moag the more general fyf{tems of 
medicine, it may excite a fiile to 
find Dr. Black’s ‘* Comparative 
View of the Mortality of the Hu- 
man Species,’? enumerated. Yet 
iu this clafs only can it be arranged ; 
for, while the compiling and digeft- 
ing the different yearly bills of 
mortality, would not furnifh the 
annual oration before the Medical 
Society, which was the object of his 
hafty work, Dr. Black feems to 
have filled it up from the moft rea- 
dy fources, the peneral practice of 
medicine. In neither view is it a 
publication of importance. An- 
other work of a fimilar kind muit 
be mentioned, viz. the * Tranfla- 
tion of Dr. Brown’s Elements of 
Medicine,’’ which have been pub- 
lithed, re-publifhed, commented on, 
oppofed, and fupported, without 
exciting public curiofity, or pre- 
ferving the author from a prema- 
ture death, which feems to have 
been accelerated by negleét and dil- 
appointment. Among itr enemies 
and its friends, in this period, we 
may enumerate the anonymous au- 
thor of ** Obiervations on the Medi- 
cal Practice of Dr. Brown ;’* and Dr. 
Moitliman, in his ** Obfervations on 
the Brunonian Practice of Phyfic.”’ 
At the head of the mifcellaneous 
lift of works, conneéted with prac- 
tice, we muft place Dr. Moffat’s very 
able and accurate tranflation of the 
‘© Prognoftics and the Prorrhetres 
of Hippocrates.”” We muft add to 
it Dr. Duncan’s annual volume, the 
twelfth, of the * Medical Com- 
mentarjes, and the Elements of 
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Medical Jurifprudence,”’ a {cience 
yet in its infancy; fince many fo- 
renfic medical queftions {till require 
a cool, difpaflionate, and exaét in- 
veltigation. Our author’s work 
does not greatly add to the ftock 4 
and it is ¢. iefly a tranflation from 
a foreign one. 

Dr. Anderfon, in his “ Medical 
Remarks on Evacuation,” of which 
we have feen two editions, treats of 
evacuation as a queftion both of 
pathology and therapeutics. The 
author, who appears to be well ac- 
quainted with practice, feems to 
have indulged himfelf too freely in 
occafional hypothefes ; but, at the 
fame time, it muft be acknowledged, 
that many juft and ufeful remarks 
are icattered in his little volume, 
Dr. Kentifh’s * Effay on Sea 
Bathing,’’ 3s not fuperior to that 
on the method of ftudyine Natural 
Hiftory : it contains much of what 
is generally known, many pofitive 
affertions, and, we fear, fome eflen- 
tial errors. 

When we treat, however, of re- 
medies, we mult not forget the va- 
luable publication of our college, 
the ** New Pharmacoperia,’* which 
is juftly reckoned one of the mott 
elerant and accurate works of the 
kind which has appeared in Eu- 
rope. A little too great attachment 
to forme forms, and a little too ti- 
mid irrefolution, about fome reme- 
dies, are confpicuous. Dr. Healde 
has tranflated it, and added a few 
very trifling notes, where they were 
not wanted, and left the reader in 
obicurity, where information was 
neceflary. It has, however, called 
forth the feverity of fome eager cri- 
tics, who, in * Obfervations and 
Remarks,” have been folicitous to 
magnify errors, or to mark as faults, 
what candour can only ttvle a diifer- 
ence of opinion, in points, — 
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the truth may be on either fide. 
Dr. Monro, the firit promoter of 
the revifal of the Pharmacopaia, 
has publifhed “ A Treatife on the 
Medical and Pharmaccutical Che- 
miftry, and the Materia Medica.” 
If it was defigned to illuftrate the 
Pharmacopewia, the author has fail- 
ed in his attempt; if to add to our 
knowledge on the fubject, he is, 
we think, equally unfuccefsful. He 
has fince publithed additions to his 
work ; but perhaps, to write it a- 
new, would be Pa beft method of 
improving it. 

Though we could not notice all 
the facts, which occurred in the hif- 
torical part of the Edinburgh Tranf- 
actions, yet it is of 1) portance to 
mention one obfervation, which na- 
turally falls into this place, viz. the 
immediate combination of antimo- 
ny with the muriatic acid, by dif- 
tilling the acid from manganefe, 
while the metal is put into the re- 
ceiver. In this way, the beft pre- 
paration for combining the antimo- 
ny with cream of tartar, to form 
the tartar emctic, is eafily and con- 
veniently procured. A method of 
making a weak fpirituons liquor, 
from milk, is alfo recorded by Dr. 
Grieve in the fame collection. It 
is the koumifs of the Tartars, pro- 
duced from mare’s milk, by the 
fimple procefs of combining again 
the oily parts, which are firft fe: 
rated by churning. The continu- 
ance of the operation is fufficient 
for the re-union. Dr. Rigby, in 
his ingenious ** Obfervations on Su- 

ar,”’ points out the origin of the 

Baty viz. the combination of 
phlogifton with the acid: fugar of 
lead, which is a fubftance of this 
kind, may, like fugar, be made te 
yield ardent fpirit. 

Chemiftry is alfo employed in 
the fervice of medicine, by an ana- 
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> of the different mineral waters, 
r. Johnfon has given a “ Shor: 
Account of the Walton Water, near 
Tewkfoury,”” which is not greatly 
different from that at Cheltenham, 
Dr. Ath has publifhed fome judici. 
ous and accurate * Experiments and 
Obfervations on the Mineral Waters 
of Spa and Aix Ja Chapelle.” In 
the Bofton Tranfaétions, is an “ A. 
nalyfis of the Mineral Waters’? of 
that town, by a furgeon in a French 
fquadron ; and if we mention in 
this place, Dr. Wilfon’s * Conjectu. 
ral haea of the Nature and Quali. 
ties of the Bath Waters,”’ it ismore 
on account of the title, than the 
contents or merits of the work, for 
the author dilelaims all analyfis, 
The Bofton water contains fea-falt 
muriated, a felenite, and perhaps 
Epfom falt ; fo that it is in faét on- 
lv a fweeter fea-water. We ought, 
perhaps, to add, that Dr. A. Fother- 
gill has publifhed a new and en- 
larged edition of his * Inquiry into 
the Nature and Quality of the Chel- 
tenham Water.’’ 


If we confider Chemiftry more 
enerally, we flould firft mention 
r. Berkenhout’s * Firft Lines of 
the Theory and Praétice of Philoto- 
phical Chemiftry,’’ where his lively 
manner, and agreeable mode of in- 
ftruétion, render the drieft detatls 
pleafing, It cannot be unknown 
to the flighteft chemical enquirer, 
that fome philofophers, in France, 
have denied the exiftence of the 
principle, which Stahl chofe to ftyle 
phlogifton, With this they have 
connected a difcovery, to which 
Mr. Cavendith has alfo fome claim, 
that water, inftead of being an ele- 
ment, is really compounded of dif- 
ferent kinds of air. To eftablifh 
this fyftem moré generally, they 


have invented a new language, 
clie- 











chemiftry, and rendered the whole 
fabric fo plaufible and impofing, 
that philofophers, caught with the 
{pecious appearance, were in dan- 
ger of falling into error, till Dr. 
Prieftley fhowed, in part, the infta- 
bility of the fyftem. ‘This will ex- 
plain the tendency of the other 
chemical works, which we fhall foon 
deferibe. The firft is by M. Four- 
croy, and is, in reality, a new 
edition of his * Elementary Lec- 
tures,”? with the title of «* Elements 
ef Natural Hiitory and Chemiftry ;” 
but the work is greatly enlarged, 
and the whole is written in the true 
fpirtt of an implicit follower of 
Lavoifier. |Mr. Kirwan has op- 
pofed this do¢trine with great zeal 
and fuccefs, in his “ Eflay on Phlo- 
gitton;”’ and on the other hand, 
Dr. St. John, in his tranflation of 
the ** New Chemical Nomencla- 
ture,”? has endeavoured to eftablith 
and confirm it. Dr. Prieftley ad- 
miniftered the antidote, in the laft 
volume of * Philofophical Tranf- 
actions,’ in two papers, entitled 
“ Experiments and Obfervations, 
relating to the Principle of Acidity, 
the Compofition of Water and 
Phlogifton ;’’ where he has fhown 
that, in the pretended compofition 
of water, little of that fluid ap- 
pears, except what was before united 
with the different airs, and that ni- 
trous acid is really produced. Mr. 
Cavendifh, in the fame colle¢tion, 
has communicated fome * Remarks 
on the Convertion of a Mixture of 
dephlogifticated and phlogiiticated 
Air into nitrous Acid, by the Elec- 
trical Spark,” a curious phenom.e- 
non; but it requires a long conti- 
nued fucceflion of. electrical fhocks, 
to produce the union. Dr. Auf- 
tin too, has inferted fome ‘ Experi- 
ments on the Formation of Volatile 
Alkali,’ and onthe “ Afinitics of 


phloyifticated and light inflammable 
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Air ;” a difcovery in which he has 
been anticipated by Berthollet.] 


In our enumeration of the Hifto- 
rical productions of the year, the 
firft place is unqueftionably due to 
the fourth, fifth, and fixth volumes 
of Mr. Gibbon's “ Hiftory of the 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Em- 
pire.” ‘Thefe volumes: complete 
the original plan of the author, and 
carry on his hiftory from the fall of 
the Roman empire in the Weft, to 
the taking of Conftantinople by 
Mahomet the Second. Through- 
out the whole of this interefting 
work, Mr. Gibbon ‘has given fu h 
proofs of aftonifhing induftry, acute 
penetration, and fertility of genius, 
as have feldom been equalled. In 
the account which we formerly gave 
of the preceding volumes, we were 
not {paring of that applaufe to 
which we thought him juftly enti- 
tled, for his happy facility in feizing 
thofe ftriking circumftances which 
give weight and intereft to hiftory, 
his unrivalled excellence tn the de- 
lineation of the charatters, together 
with the harmony of his periods, 
and the brillianey and stervoufneis 
of his ftyle. But while on thefe 
accounts we pronounced him to be 
one of the moft finithed hiftorians 
which this or any céuntry hath pro- 
duced, we were not infenfible to his 
blemifhes and defeéts. The fame 
excellences, and the fame faults, are 
difcoverable in the prefent, as in 
the form:r volumes, And we could 
with, that truth did not oblige us 
to add, that the latter occupy more 
tian their proportionate fhare of 
room. In this remark we do not 
advert to the arrangement of his 
materials, in which it was, perhaps, 
impoffible that the lucidus ordo 
fhould be fo confpicuous a when 
treating of former periods; nor to 
his itvle, which 1s Sanetiones ren- 
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dered obfcure and affected, by a too 
clofe imitation of the concifenefs of 
Tacitus, and the frequent introduc- 
tion of foreign idioms. The faults 
to which we chiefly confine our ob- 
fervation are, the prejudices and 
farcafms againft Chriftianity which: 
he has fo frequently and unnecef- 
farily introduced, and the inmoral 
tendency of many parts of his fafci- 
nating and feduétive work. Againtt 
Chriftianity Mr. Gibbon difcovers 
all the bitternefs, and defcends to 
practife the artifices of a malignant 
and infidious adverfary. We are 
forry alfo to obferve, that the pages 
of this hiftory are occafionally dif- 
graced by impure allufions, and in- 
decent anecdotes. We earneftly with 
that thefe illiberal and’ difgraceful 
paflages may be omitted in the fu- 
ture editions of this work, that it 
may neither prove a dangerous pre- 
fent to the unthinking, nor dif- 
guftful to the rational and ferious 
reader. 

The fecond volume of “ Me- 
moirs of Great Britain and Ireland, 
from the Battle of La Hogue till 
the Capture of the French and Spa- 
nifh Fleets at Vigo, by Sir John 
Dalrymple, Bart.”’ is a publication 
from which we have received much 
entertainment and information. The 
preceding volume of thefe memoirs 
attracted the public attention in a 
very high degree. The period of 
hiftory which the author felected for 
inve(\yation, was one of the moft 
important and intérefting in the 
Britith annals; and the characters 
whofe merits he undertook to op- 
preciate, were the moft confpicuots 
and diftinguifhed of that time. It 
is well known, that the refult of 
fir John’s enquiries proved very un- 
tavoursiie to the reputation and in- 
teyrity of feveral public characters, 
which, till then, had been held in 
high veneration. And, notwith- 
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ftanding that much illiberal abute 
was poured on him, and the inte. 
grity of his motives queftioned, by 
thofe who could not have accefs to 
the fame authorities, it is now alfo 
well known, from collateral evi- 
dence, that the information which 
he gave us was, in general, founded 
on authentic documents ; and that 
the hideous picture of polirical de- 
pravity which he has prefented to 
the public, was taken from the life, 
The volume before us commences 
with the year 1692, and compres 
hends a period of ten years. Among 
the variety of interefting obferva- 
tions and anecdotes which ferve to 
elucidate the hiftory of the times, 
we find our author ufing the fame 
freedom, as before, in expofing the 
venality and corruption which fo 
generally prevailed, aud fupporting 
the ftrong charges which he brings, 
by proper authorities. That part 
of the volume whith contains a 
hiftory of the eftablifhment, and 
final overthrow of the fettlement 
of Darien, is peculiarly important. 
And the Appendix contains feveral 
fpeculations for the aggrandifement 
of this country, by particular exer- 
tions of force in time of war, and 
the extenfion of commerce, which 
may be read with pleafure and im- 
provement. With refpect to the 
political refleétions which our au- 
thor intermixes with his narrative, 
they are, in general, juft and philo- 
fophical ; and the ftvle in which 
they are conveyed is lively, concile, 
and energetic. We perceive, indeed, 
occafional marks of negligence, an¢, 
perhaps, of affectation. But thete 
blemifhes, though they detract from 
the excellence of the compofition, 
do not prevent us from confidering 
the Memoirs before us, as a valu- 
able addition to this clafs of literary 
produdtions. 


The firft volume of “ A View 
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of Ancient Hiftory, including the 
Progrefs of Literature and the 
fine Arts, by William Rutherford, 
D. D.”’ is thé moft inftructive and 
' pleafing of all the abridgments of 
ancient hiflory that we have feen. 
This volume treats of the affairs of 
Egypt, Affyria, Perfia, Phoenicia, 
udea, and thofe of Greece, to the 
clofe of the firft Perfian war. The 
objet of the author is, not to con- 
fine himfelf to a mere detail of 
tranfactions, but “ to fuggeft fuch 
views of human affairs, as ferve 
not only to enlighten the mind, but 
to form the heart to virtue, and to 
infpire principles of true religion :”” 
and, “ by combining the progrefs 
of human difceveries, of the fine 
arts, and of literature, with the fe- 
ries of hiftorical incidents, to fug- 
geft materials of reflection and ob- 
jects of refearch, that will not only 
prove ufeful to the young, when 
entering into life, but interefting 
to the world at large.” This plan, 
as far as the prefent volume extends, 
Dr. Rutherford has executed with 
much good fenfe and judgment. 
His ftyle is perfpicuous and ani- 
mated ; and _ his langirage, with a 
very few exceptions, elegant and 
correét. From fuch a fpecimen of 
his abilities, learning, and tafte, we 
are led to wait, with pleafing ex- 
pectation, for the appearance of the 
next volume. 

“ The Hiftory of the Reign of 
Peter the Cruel, King of Cazttile 
and Leon, by John Talbot Dillon, 
Kig. B.S. R. E.”? was compofed, 
partly, with the view of overturn- 
ing the commonly received opinion 
refpeéting the charaéter and reign 
of that monarch; and, partly, in 


order to fupply the deficiency of 


materials for en account of the an- 
cicnt conftitution of Caftile. With 
refpect to the firft object, we cannot 
think that our hiftorian has accom- 
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plithed it. Notwithftanding that a 


confiderable allowance will be made 
for the barbarows manners of the 
tines, there remain too many 

of hishaving excited an univerfal odi- 
um and horror by his cruelties, even 
in that ferocious age. The addi- 
tional materials which Mr. Dillon 
has brought forward, refpetting the 
conititution of Caftile, he has ex- 
tracted froin the Chronicle of Don 
Pedro Lope de Ayala, chancellor of 
Caftile, the contemporary of Peter, 
and an eye-witnefs of the principal 
faéts which he relates. Thefe will 
be found to throw confiderable light 
an the political ftate of that period 
which our author has undertaker 
to inveftigate ; and will be the more 
acceptable to the Englith reader, on 
account of their intimate conneétion 
with the political and commercial 


hiftory of his own country. Upon 


the whole, though we cannot fay 
that our author has “ ftrewed his 

th with flowers, and enlivened 
bis recital with the captivating har- 
mony of language,” yet he feemo 
to have fpared no pains in tracing 
facts to the fountain-head, and ta 
have given them with candour and 
impartiality. 

Of the abbé Groffier’s “* General 
Defeription of China,” we gave a 
brief account in our hiftory of the 
Foreign Literature of the year 1786. 
It is with confiderable pleafure that 
we have heen enabled to renew our 
acquaintance with this inftructive 
and entertaining author in an Eng- 
lifh dreis. For while he very pro- 
perly explodes the exaggerated en- 
comiums of former writers on the 
inftitutions and government of the 
Chinefe, he fupplies us with an au- 
thentic and intercfting accouht of 
that extraordinary people, who 
poflefs fome of the arts in pet- 
tection, unknown to the moft culti- 
vated Europeans; and who, though 

fur- 
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furrounded by barbarians, are, com- 
paratively, an enlightened and cle- 
gant e. With refpe&t to the 
natural hiftory of that extentfive 
empire, the information’ on which 
our author was obliged to depend, 
was not, in alb refpects, fo perfect 
and well dizefted as he might with. 
His fidelity, therefore, will not be 
fufj » if we occafionally meet 
with obfervations for which we can- 
not eafily account on principles of 
analogy. To the trantlator much 
praife is due, for having added fo 
curious and entertaining a work to 
the ftock of Englith literature; as 
well as for the fidelity and elegance 
with which he has executed his un- 
dertaking. The two volumes of 
which it confifts, are accompanied 
by a correct map of China, and a 
variety of plates illuftrating the 
manners and ceremonies of the Chi- 
nefe. 

* The prefent State of the Em- 
no of Morocco, tranflated from the 
‘rench of M. Chenier, in two Vo- 
lumes,”’ contain only a part, but 
that the moft interefting, of the 
Recherches Hiftoriques fur les Mau- 
res, by that well-informed and ju- 
dicious author. M. Chenier was 
appointed French conful in 1767, 
and refided in Morocco many years. 
In this fituation he poflefied the 
beft opportunities for acquiring in- 
formation; and thefe he improved 
with indefatigable induftry. ‘The 
account which he gives of the fitua- 
tion and extent of the country, its 
inhabitants, natural productions, ci- 
ties, and harbours, is the moit accu- 
rate and comprehenfive a: any that 
we have feen ; and his remarks are 
worthy of attention in a political 
and commercial view, as wel! as 
gratifying to the inquifitive and cu- 
rious enquirer. The hiftorian will 
alfo be interefted by the abridged 
account of the Moorifh government, 


5 


from the decline of the empire of 
the Caliphs to the prefent period ; 
which contains a concife and regu- 
lar detail of the moft important 
tranfactions in that country, On 
the whole, this. work prefents vs 
with a melancholy picture of the 
effects of depotifm on a country 
poffefling every natural advantage 
tor improvement in arts and fcience ; 
and increafes our veneration for 
our own conftitution, which fecures 
our lives and poffeflions under the 

ection of juft and equal laws. 
t would be injuftice to the tranf- 
lator of this work not to obferve, 
that he has given the fenfe of the 
original with clearnef§ and perfpi- 
cuity ; and introduced fome judici- 
ous alterations in the divifions of 
the chapters, which will be found 
advantageous and agreeable to the 
reader. 

In perufing “An Introduction 
tothe Hittory of the Dutch Repub- 
lic, for the laft ten Years, Set 
ing from the year 1777,”" our curi- 
ofity has been gratified by the au- 
thor’s ingenious difquifition and re- 
marks on the conititution of the 
country, and the accurate informa- 
tion which he difplays refpecting 
the different characters to whofe 

‘culiar fituation the attention of 
sate was directed during the late 
diflenfions. Notwithftanding that 
the author is totally diflatished with 
the mode in which the government 
of the United Provinces is at pre- 
fent conducted, he evidently leans 
towards that party who conceive the 
office of a ftadtholder, with defined 
and explicit powers, to be neceflary 
to the exiftence of political liberty. 
To the great leaders gf the arifto- 
cratical party, and to their views 
during the late difturbances, he isa 
determined foe. 

The «Summary and Philofophi- 
cal View of the Genius, Character, 

Man- 





Manners, Government, and Politics 
of thy Dutch,”’ was written, clietly, 
to efface any unfavourable impref- 
fions which a fuperticial view or the 
late conduét of that eople may 
have made on the inhabirants of 
Great Britain. Such a defign, con- 
fidering the intimate union which 
is now eitablifhed between the two 
countries, is liberal and com- 
mendable ; and we with that it may 
have its effect in exterminating pre- 
judices which muit be injurious to 
the interefts of both. But we think 
that he has been rather too lavith 
of his encomiums on the virtues of 
the Hollanders: and that, by the 
extravagance of his panegyric on 
their character, and the conftitution 
of their government, he is in dan- 
ger of defeating the benevolent 
purpofe with which he fet out. 
The * Letters written in Hol- 
land, in the Moaths of Septemder 
and QOétober, 1787, by Thomas 
Bowdler, efq; F. R. S. and S, A.”’ 
contain a view of the United Pro- 
vinces at the time when the duke of 
Brunfwick, at the head ot the 
Prutflian army, was proceeding in 
the reftoration of the Stadtholder, 
drawn by the author on the fpot. 
Though trom feveral obfervations 
which occur in thete Letters, Mr. 
Bowdler appears to be a fentible 
and intelligent man, yet he has be- 
ftowed but little labour on their 
compoiition; and the information 
Which they contain, is little more 
than might be learned from the fo- 
reign Gazettes. They poilets, ne- 
Verthelefs, the merit of giving us 
a faithful account of the tranfactions 
of that turbulent period ; and may 
fafely be relied on by the hiftorian. 
“ The Hiftory of the Rite, Pro- 
grefs, and Eftablithiment of the In- 
dependence of the United States of 
America ; including an Account of 
the late War, &c. by William Gor- 
don, D. D.”’ in four volumes, is 
4788. 
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chiefly to be diftinguithed, on ac- 
count of the peculiar advant 
which the author poffefléd for ob- 
taining authentic and accurate in- 
formation. Betide his refidence in 
different parts of the United States, 
during the late conteft, and his per- 
fonal acquaintance with the mot 
confpicuous characters in the dra- 
ma, he was favoured by the Ame- 
rican — and by the New- 
Bngland ftates, with the infpeétion 
of their records, and by genevals 
Wathington, Gates, Green, Lin- 
coln, and Otho Williams, with a 
liberal perufal of their private ma- 
nuicripts. Thete circumftances ftam 
a confiderable value on the maak 
before us. But as a compofition, 
it feldom rifes beyond mediocrity. 
It poilefles no claims to our com- 
mendation either from perfpicuty of 
arrangement, animation of ftyle, or 
eleyance of language. The author, 
neverthelefs, in addition to his pe- 
cular advantages, feems to have 
been uniformly influenced by a ri- 
cid regard to truth; and to have 
tubftantiated whatever in his hit- 
tory differed from the accounts of 
other writers, by a variety of cre- 
dible documents. For thefe reafons 
we have overlooked his incongrui- 
ties, and found ourielves much 
pleafed and interefted in the perufal 
of thefe volumes. 

The “ Memoirs of the late War in 
Afia, &c. by an Otficer of Colonel 
Baillie’s Detactiment,”’ in two vo- 
lumes, are employed, partly, in 
particularizing the merits and hard- 
fhips of our countrymen, and others 
in our fervice ; and, partly, if not 
principally, in celebrating the merits 
of the Indian adminiftration of Mr. 
Haftings. To thofe who are ac- 
quainted with oriental affairs, and 
with the principal Afiatic and bu- 
ropean characters connected with O- 
riental politics, thefe volumes will be 
chicfly acceptable. 
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The “ Remarks on the moft im- 
nt military Operations of the 
lifts Forces on the Weftern Side 
of India, inthe years1783, 1784,” 
ave publithed with the laudable de- 
fign of vindicating the othcers and 
foldiers in the army under general 
Matthews, from the charges ef cru- 
elty and rapacioufnefs, which had 
been brought againft them in the nar- 
ratives of captain Oakes and lieu- 
tenant Sheen. In this defign he has 
fucceeded to our perfect fatisfaction. 
When we firft read the accounts of 
thofe officers, we could not reprefs 
our indignation at the es which 
they imputed to their fellow-foldiers, 
and found ourfelves unable to deve 
expreflions which we thought would 
convey an adequate idea of their 
uilt. For, refpecting tranfa¢tions of 
uch a nature, and of fuch fuppofed 
notoriety, we thought it impoflible 
for them to be deceived, or that they 
could unite in deceiving others. We 
are hapPYs however, to find that we 
were deceived. And we unite with 
the voice of the public, in transfer- 
ring the obloquy which was attempt- 
ed to be fixed on a fet of brave, 
though unfortunate fellows, to their 
injurious calumniators. 

The * Short Account of the Na- 
val Actions of the laft War, in or- 
der to prove that the French Nation 
never gave fuch flender Proofs of 
maritime Greatnefs, as during that 
Period &c.”’ is a treatife which we 
have perufed with pleafure, and with 
eee ; and which we recommend as 

ighly deferving the attention of the 
public. Theobjectof the author is 
to vindicate the honour of the nation 
trom. the injurious fufpicion which 
was attempted to be propagated dur- 
ing the Jaft war, that the French 
not only rivalled, but furpatied us, 
in manceuvering and failing, as well 
as in fighting a fleet. This idea 
which, were it not refuted, muft 
prove deftructive to the ardour and 


activity of our feamen, our author 
completely invalidates, by an appeal 
to uncontroverted faéts, and a fhort, 
but correét and judicous view of our 
late- nava) tranfactions in different 
parts of the globe. To every per- 
fon who is- acquainted with the afto- 
nithing effeéts which the confidence 
of fuperiority has produced on Bri- 
tifh failors, and to every perfon whe 
loves his country’s fame and honour, 
this interefting and well written pam- 


phlet will afford a high gratification. 


The next productions of which we 
fhall take antice are Geographical. 
Of thefe, 

Mr. Ellis’s ** Memoir of a Map 
of the Country contpreliended be- 
tween the Black Seaand the Cafpian, 
with an Account of the Caucafian 
Natians, and Vocabularies of theis 
Languages,” is a very valuable 
addition. to our lifts of geogra- 
phical productions. For the accu- 
racy with which he has laid down 
the feveral places in his map, he has 
chiefly depended on the edeuiiation 
of fuch Ruffian gentlemen, as were 
employed by the reigning emprefs in 
furveying thofe countries. And we 
find no reafon to queftion their abi- 
lities, or their fidelity. The ac- 
quaintanee to which he introduces 
his readers with the various nations 
who inhabit thofe diftricts, will be 
equally acceptable to the hiftorian 
and the etymologift. 

The “ Short Account of the 
Prince of Wales’s Ifland, or Pulo 
Peenang, in the Eaift Indies, by 
Elitha Trapaud, Efq.Captainin the 
Engineer Corps on the Madras Efta- 
blifhment,’’ contains a defcription of 
the fituation, extent, and produce 
of that new fettlement, illuftrated 
by an ufeful chart, including the 

lan of the ifland. From every 1- 
formation which we have received 
refpecting this late acquifition to the 
territories of our Eaft Lndia Compa- 
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ny, it promifes to be a very impor- 
tant object in a commercial and po- 
litical view. Thofe who are ac- 
quainted with the inconveniences 
which refulted from the want of a 
harbour on the coaft of Coroman- 
del, and with the heavy expences 
which our Eaft Indiamen, that 
had loft their paflage to China, were 
obliged to incur, by wintering at 
Malacca or Batavia, will be glad to 
be informed, that thefe are likely to 
be entirely prevented by the occupa- 
tion of the Prince of Wales’s ifland. 
Befide the variety of refrefhments 
and articles of commerce which it is 
capable of affording, it offers a fafe 
fhelter for our fhips during the tem- 
peftuous weather at the thifting of 
the monfoons; and, what is of great- 
er confequence, in time of war, it 
is a commodious {pot for the ftation- 
ing and refitment of our fleets. 


Among the Biographical produc- 
tions of the year, the * Account of 
the Life, Writings, and Inventions 
of John Napier, of Merchifton, by 
David Stewart, Ear] of Buchan, and 
Walter Minto, LL. D,” is a pub- 
lication for which the fcientific world 
is much indebted to the noble lord, 
and his learned affociate. We are 
happy to find a nobleman, fo eminent 
for his zealous encouragement of 
learning, taking the lead in a branch 
of literature, in which our country- 
men have been greatly deficient, not- 
withftanding the emulation to which 
they have been provoked by the ex- 
ample of men of letters on the con- 
tinent. The materials for the life 
of Napier, exclufive of thofe drawn 
from his own writings, and the writ- 
ings of his contemporaries, are ex- 
ceedingly fcanty. ‘This circumitance 
is to be attributed to the reclufe life 
which he led, and the great dithicuity 
of maintaining any literary correi- 
pondence at the period when he 





flourifhed. Asfar, however,. as his 
relources enabled him, lord Bu. 
chan has executed his intention in a. 
manner that does great honour té& 
his induftry, and his attachment to 
the cultivation of literature. To 
Dr, Minto his lordthip acknowledges 
himfelf to be much indebted, efpes 
cially in the mathematical depart- 
ment. , 

* The Life of Captain James 
Cook, by Andrew Kippis, D..D. F. 
R.S. and S. A,”’ isan elaborate and 
interefting piece of biography; from. 
the parufal of which we have re-. 
ceived much information and erter- 
tainment. When.our author un- 
dertook to write the life of fo cele- 
brated a character, he was fully. a- 
ware of the danger “ of being car- 
ried to an undue length, and of en 
larging, more than was, needful, on 
facts which may be thought already 
fufhciently known;’’ or of yiving 
‘“* fuch a jejune account, and fuch a 
flight enumeration, of important e- 
vents, as muft difappoint the wifhes 
and expectations of the reader.” 
Difficult as the tafk was of avoiding 
thefe two extremes, from the pecu- 
liar nature of his work, Dr._Kippis 
has happily accomplithed it. ‘The 
private incidents concerning our 
great navigator, he has colle¢ted 
with great diligence and care, and 
from the moft authentic fources. 
And of his public tranfactions, 
‘© which arethe things that mark the 
man, that difplay his mind and his 
charaéter,’’ he has delivered fuch an 
agreeable and judicious abridgement, 
thut it will be read with pleafure b 
thofe who are well acquainted with 
the voyages of captain Cook, in 
their original ftate, while it contains 
almoft every thing that is interefting 
to general readers. To the matter 
of which the public was before ia 
pofleffion, Dr. Rippis has added much 


original gnd ufeful information; a 
Q2 va- 
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variety of important remarks, which 
are evidences of an enlightened and 
comprehenfive mind ; and a well- 
drawn character of his hero, which 
thofe who knew the mar will pro- 
nounce te be accurate and faithful. 
With refpec& to compofition, this 
work is diftinguifhed by that perfpi- 
euity, eafe, and fimplicity which 
have eftablithed the reputation of 
our author in this line of writing. 
Jt would be a reflection on our tatte 
if we were not to.add, that we have 
been highly entertatned with es ori- 
ginal Ode by Mifs W illiains, inferted 
at the conclufion of the volume, in 
which that enchanting poetefs difco- 
vers her ufual imaginatiort, elegance, 
and beauty of fentiment: 

Dr. Towers’s “Memoirs of the 
Lite and Reign of Frederick the 
Third, King of Prufha,” in two 
volumes, contait’ a judicious and 
faithful relation of the principal cir- 
eumttanees in the life of that extra- 
ordinary character. In the account 
of his private life, and, particularly, 
of the lait twenty vears, in whiclt 
he devoted a confiderable part of his 
time to the encouragement of liter- 
ature and fcience, «nd the improve- 
ment of his dominions, Dr. Towers 
appears to have drawn his informa- 
tion from the moft authentic fources, 
annot to have omitted the mention 
of any circumftances that are worthy 
of being related. In eftimating his 
military abilities, from which his 
reign derives its peculiar luftre; our 
author does not withhold that due 
hare of praife to which his fuperior 
and f{plendid talents entitled him. 
The powers of invention, refource, 
activity, and refolution, which he 
difptaved in an aftonithing variety of 
the moft interefting fitucetions, have 
abundantly eftablifhed his fame as 
* one of the moft diitinguifhed and 
extraordinary princes of whom the 
records of hitory have preferved to 
Wany memortal,’’ But while our bi- 


ographer is fenfible of the excellence? 
of the monarch whofe life he writes, 
he points out and cenfures his faults 
with a freedom andfeverity to which 
he was compelled by the facred ob- 
ligations of truth. We are of the 
fame opinion which he zvows, that’ 
ambition and an unjuttifiable Jove of 
fame were the ruling principles of 
his actions ; and that in the gratifi- 
cation of thefé, He was frequently 
dead to all impreffions of moral prin- 
ciple, and the feelings of humanity. 
And we’ think it much to the credit 
of Dr. Towers that, inftead of be- 
mg borne away by the current of 
popular prejudice, or dazzled by the 
brilliancy of his exploits, he has im- 
partially tried the merits of Frederick, 
by the immutable ftandard of reéti- 
tude. On the whole, thefe Memoirs 
are deferving of praife, not only for 
the impartiality with which they ar« 
written, an@ the rational and juft 
fentimentsconveyed in the reflections 
of the author, but, likewife, for’ 
perfpicuity of arrangement, and cor- 
reétnefs of ftyle. The accounts which 
are added, in the notes, of feveral 
perfons who were eminent in litera- 
rure or in arms, have the effect of a- 
grecable and-entertaining epifodes. 

The * Anecdotes and character- 
iftics of Frederick the Great, late 
King of Pruffia, &c.” by F. A.W. 
in two volumes, are fele¢ted from # 
German collectiorconfifting of eight 
volumes, and wil] afford much enter- 
tainment to the admirersof that mo- 
narcl. Some of the moft ftriking 
of thefe. anecdotes are related in the 
preceding work of Dr. ‘Towers. 

La Trobe’s “ Charaéteriftic A- 
necdotes &c. with explanatory Notes 
and Obfervations,”” relate to fome of 
the moft important circumftances in 
the life of the fame prince, and are 
chietly colleéted from the fame cop!- 
ous work as the laft mentioned arti- 
cle. We muft, however, do our av- 
thor the jultice to obferve, — 
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thas fhewn greater judgment in his 
cheice of anecdotes ; and that his fu- 
perior acquaintance with the Englith 
langnage hasenabled him to preterve 
the ipiit of the German repartees 
with greater torce. 

"Nhe “ Original Anecdotes of Pe- 
ter the Great,callected trom the Con- 
verfation of feveral Perfons of Dit- 
tanction at Peterfburgh,’’ is a twant- 
lation of an entertaining work which 
will be found ferwiceable in illuttrat- 
ing the private lite and manners of 
thet truly great perfonage. But 
thefe Anecdotes are thrown together 
without the leait regard to oruer or 
arrangement. fad they been clafled 
under proper heads, according to 
their fubjects, the reader would have 
been better enabled to apply them te 
the profeiied object of the author. 

The * Life of Baron Trenck &c. 
tranilated from. the German, by 
Thomas Holcroft, in three volumes,”’ 
contains an account of {uch fingular 
end wonderful incidents, that, if 
they were not confirmed by authen- 
ticand uadoubted teftimonies, would 
be deemed reinantic and imcredible. 
As it is impetlible for us to give 
an outline of this interefting per- 
tormance, we muit refer ow read- 
ers to the work itfelf, affuring them, 
that they will be abundautly gra- 
tified by the perufal of it. For, ex- 
chufive of that part of the narrative 
which is confined to the author, it 
contains a variety of ftriking and cha- 
racteriftic traits of fome of the moft 
extraordinary and eminent perfonsin 
the courts of Prutlia, Ruflia, and 
Auttria, as well as of the inhabitants 
of thofe countries. We only add, 
that the relation which it gives of the 
unparalleled futferings to which the 
baron was fentenced by the arbitrary 
and inhuman mandates of Frede- 
cick IIL, late king of Pruffia, re- 


flect indelible difgrace on the memo- 
sy of that prince. 
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_ The “ Recollection of fome Par- 
ticulars in the Life of the late William 
Shenftone, Efq.”” ischietly devoted to 
vindication of the abilities and fame 
of that poet, ‘tvom the fevere ftric- 
taresd? the late Dr. fohnfon. The 
author we ainderftand to have been 
the rev. Mr.Graves, who carried on 
an eccahonal correfpondence with 
Mr. Shenftone, for the {pace of thir- 
ty years, and whowas intimately ac- 
quainted with his charaéter and man- 
ners. Thefe he has dehneated with 
fidelity, animated by the ardour of 
friendfhip: ‘and the picture ‘has in- 
created our efteem for the memory 
of that amiable gentleman. But we 
think, that he is for affigning to his 
friend too high a rarrk in the poeti- 
cal world ; and that he difcovers an 
undne and injudicions urtiality to 
his abilities, when he places him on 
a level with Mr. Gray, 

Thickneffe’s “* Sketch of the Life 
end Paintings of Thomas Gainfbo- 
rough, Efq.”’ contains fome curious 
and entertaining anecdotes of that 
celebrated artif, delivered in our 
author’s peculiar and well known 
ftyle of writing. If any perfon 
fhould hereafter undertake to pre- 
fent the public with a perfect and ‘fi- 
nifhed picture of Mr. ainfborou h, 
he may borrow fome of his ftriking 
features from the fketch before us. 


Under the head of Antiquities, we 
meet with many curious particulars 
in Mr. Walkér’s «* Hiftorical Efay 
on the Drefs of the Ancient and Mo- 
dern Irith, &c.”". This work con- 
fifts of three divifions. In the firft 
the ingenious author treats of the 
drefs of the irifh ; the fecond is com- 
pofed of a memoir on their armour 
and weapons; and the third is an 
appendix containing an account of 
the cuftoms, manners, and drefs of 
the inhabitants of the Roffes, in the 
county of Donegal, together with a 
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defcription of various implements of 
war, and other relics of antiquity, 
which have been found in diferent 
parts of Ireland, In illuftrating his 
different fubjeéts, Mr. Walker ap- 
peals to the beft written authorities, 
and to a collection of the few re- 
mains which fculpture or drawings 
have afforded ; and he has enriched 
his work with a number of tinted 
plates, whieh addconfiderably to it’s 
value. The antiquary will not with- 
hold his warm praife, from thefe la- 
bours ef our author, when he con- 
fiders the patient induftry with which 
he has * vifited the couch of the aged, 
andliftened tothe tale of other times; 
trunmed the midnight lamp over ma- 
ny adry annalift, and pored with un- 
remitting attention on many a muf- 
ty manuicript ; explored the mould- 
ering walls and long founding ifles 
of iftered fanes, A figures. illu- 
{trative of hisfubject; nay, even un- 
barred the gates of death, and en- 
tered thetombs in quett of evidence.” 
And we may fafely affirm, without 
approving of Mr. Walker’s conclu- 
fions in favour of the high antiquity 
of his countrymen, that readers of 
every defeription will derive informa- 
tion and pleafure from the contents 
of this volume, 

Of the “ Bibliotheca Topogra- 
phica Britannica,’? two numbers 
have been publifhed during the pre- 
fent year. The firit of thefe con- 
tains the hiftory and antiquities of 
St. Rule’s chapel, in the monaftery 
of St. Andrew, in Scotland; with 
remarks by Mr. Profeflor Brown, 
To which are added, the riding of 
the parliament of Scotland in 1606, 
and 1681, and the ceremonials ob- 
ferved in }68¢; the itatutes and fees 
of the order of the Thiftle &c. ; che 
2 pun of Lyon king of arms, 
and a particular defcription of the 
regalia of Scotland. As the inge- 
nious editor of this work has begun 
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to extend his views to Scotland, we 
hope he will continue to giatifv the 
public with fcarce and valuable pieces 
relating to the antiquities of that 
kingdom. The fecond number con. 
fifts of fragments of Englith and 
Irifh hiftory in the ninth and tenth 
centuries, tranflated from the origi- 
nal Icelandic, and illuftrated with 
nates, by Dr. Thorkelin, regius 
profeflor of antiquities im the uni- 
verfity of Copenhagen. From the 
ftores-which yet remain unexplored, 
in the libraries of the king of Den- 
mark, we hope to receive many va- 
Juable communications, through the 
medium of our indefatigable editor, 
which will throw confiderable light 
on fome of the darkeft periods of the 
hiftory of thefe iflands. 

Mr, Nichols’s “ Account of the 
Progreffes of Queen Elizabeth, a- 
mong which are interfperfed other 
Solemnities, public Expenditures, 
and remarkable Events, during the 
Reign of that illuftrious Princefs, in 
two volumes,”’ is a work abounding 
in hiftorical infarmation, and in nu- 
merous curious traits of the manners 
of the times.» The work begins with 
the marriage and coronationof Anne 
Boleyn, the queen’s mother; her 
fufferings in the Tower, and her paf- 
fage through London to her corona- 
tion. To.thefe fucceed her pro- 
grefies ; her maundy ; the expences 
of hertable; fir Thomas Sackville’s 
entertainment in France, «1570; ce- 
remonial of invefting the kings of 
Denmark and France with the Gat- 
ter; the palatine of Siradia’s vit ; 
entertainment of the Dutch, Danith, 
Polifh, and Barbary ambaffadors ; 
fir Philip Sydney’s funeral ; the 
queen’s new year gifts, plate, jewels, 
and wardrobe; a defcription of her 

laces; her lJaft ficknefs, death, 
uneral, &c. &c. » This entertaining 
collection is illuftrated by a variety 
of copious notes, and elegant en- 

: gravings: 
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ravings, which bear honourable tef- 
timony to the induftry and {pirit of 
the editor. 

The antiquities of the diocefe of 
Rochefter have been confiderably il- 
Auftrated by the publication of * Cuf- 
tumale Roffenfe, from the original 
Maoutcript in the Archives of the 
Dean and Chapter of Rochefter, to 
which are added Memorials of the 
Cathedral Church,and fome Account 
of the Remains of Churches, Chan- 
tries, &c. with divers curious Pieces of 
Antiquity, hitherto unneticed in the 
faid Diocefe ; illuftrated with fifty- 
jeven Copper Pi:tes, from accurate 
Drawings ; by John Thorpe of Bex- 
fey in Kent, efq. M. A. F. R. S.” 
This work is intended as a fupple- 
ment to the Regiftrum Roffenfe, 
publifhed by cur author and his fa- 
ther ; and conta'ns an account of the 
numerous druidical monuments, and 
ecclcfiaftical antiquities, which were 
unknown to fermer Kentifh hiftori- 
ans. {he well known zeai of Mr. 
Thorpe for extending our acquiint- 
ance with this part of our nations! 
hiftory, his unwearied labour of re- 
fearch, and accuracy of defcription, 
have defervedly given him a high 
rank among the writers of Britrfh 
antiquities. And the work which 
Wwe are new announcing ts a valu- 
able addition to his former ftudious 
enquiries. 

‘The appearance of the fecond 
volume of Mr. Hutchinfon’s * Hif- 
tory and Antiquities of the County 
Palatine of Durham,’’ has not dif- 
appointed thofe expectations to which 
the former volume gave rife. The 
prefent volume begins with the hif- 
tory of the city of Durham ; in 
which we are prefented with a de- 
tail of a variety of circumftances and 
events that will be particularly ac- 
ceptable to the antiquary. To this 
fucceeds a hiftory and defcription of 
the cathedral ; and a lift of the pri- 
ors, deans, and prebendaries, with 
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fort biographical accounts of each, 
which will be found entertaining 
and interefting. The remaining 
part of the volume is dedicated to a 
defcription of feveral of the towns 
and villages in the county, with their 
hiftorics, which, though circumftan- 
tial and minute, are well calculated 
to command the attention of the 
reader. In the progrefs of this work 
Mr. Hutchinfon has found that his 
materials have fo greatly increafed, 
that it will be sellety to add a third 
volume, before he can complete his 

lan for the hiftory of the palatinate. 
But as the work is publithed by fub- 
feription; and as fuch an extenfion 
of itis a deviation from his original 
propofals, with a fingularly generous 
ipirit he begs his fubicribers “ to do 
him the honour of accepting the 
third volume, gratis.”’ 

Mr. White’s “ Natural Hitt 
and Antiquities of Selborne,’’ as its 
title ftates, is employed in defcrib- 
ing the natural productions and 
occurrences as wel! as the anti- 
quities of that peri. Thefe, ace 
cording to the idea of the author, if 
which we entirely agree with him, 
ought equally to engage the atten- 
tion of the writer of parochial hiftory, 
In the former part of the work Mr. 
White fhews himfelf to be an inqui- 
fitive and intelligent naturalift ; and 
we owe him our thanks for the great 

teafure and information which we 
iw derived from his curious and 
ufeful obfervations. With refpeé 
to the antiquities of Selborne; as 
thefe are confined to the limits of a 
fingle parifh, it will not he expected 
that they fhould be generally inter- 
efting. Our author, however, has 
omitted no opportunity of introduc- 
ing fuch remarks and difquifitions as 
tend to enlarge “ the boundaries of 
hiftorical an —— know- 
ledge, or to throw light upon anei- 
ent cuftoms and manners.”” Such 
colleétions as that before us aredelerv- 
go 4 hig 
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ing of the warmeft encouragement, 
as they fupply the beft mateyials for 
complete county hiftories. 

r. Kelham’s “ Domefday Book 
Pluftrated &c.’’ will be found of 
confiderable ufe in facilitating an ac- 
quaintance with that curious and va- 
Juable monument of Englifl anti- 

uity. This work is divided into 
ion parts. The firit contains an ac- 
count of Domefday Book. The fe- 
cond a lft of ail the tenants in ca- 
pite or ferjeanty, as they ftand in 
that rccord, and alfo an account who 
many of thefe tenants were. The 
third part confifts of a tranfation of 
difficult paffages, and an explanation 
of terms and abbreviations. The 
fourth contains an alphabetical table 
of the tenants in capite in the {cve- 
ral counties contained in that fur- 
vey. When it is confidcred, that 
in the fplendid edition of Domefday 
Book which has been produced at the 
public expence, the reader will find 
mo. preface, notes, or commentary ; 
and that, on thefe accounts, the pe- 
sufal mutt be till very ditheult to thofe 
who are not well acquainted with the 
manner of writing, and the barbar- 
ous expreffions uied in it; the learn- 
ed world will be fenGble of the im- 
portance of Mr. Kelham’s work, 
efpecially as his former publica- 
tions thew him to be well qualified 
tor fuch a undertaking. 

Mr. Wyndham’s * Wiltfhire, ex- 
tracted from Domefday Book, to 
which is added a tranflation of the 
original Latin into Englifh,’’ has 
oeen publifhed with the laudable 
view of encouraging and promoting 
a general hiftory of thatcounty. In 
tue preface, a plan is fuggefted for 
earrying that defizn into execution ; 
which appears to be a judicious one, 
and fully, adequate to the object in 
view, It is with pleature that we 
are given to underitand that this 
plan has been adopted. The man- 
ner jn which the work before us is 
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executed, gives us a favourable idea 
of our author’s abilities, and of hig 
being pofleffed of the proper qualifi- 
cations for engaging in topographi- 
cal hiftory. 

Mr. Hutton’s * Battle of Bof. 
worth Field,’’ contains a variety of 
circumitances relating to that impor- 
tant and decifiyve event, which have 
been unknown toour other hiftorians 
and antiquarjes. His information he 
has drawn, not only from the bet 
remaining chronicles of the times, 
but from repeated vifits to the fcene 
of action, which he has examined 
with uncommon ardour and atten- 
tion, an! minute enquiries into the 
traditions of its vicinity. This work, 
though not a firft rate production, 
and trequently difgraced by expref- 
fions inconfiftent with the dignity of 
hiftorical writing, is, neverthelefs, 
jnterefting and amuting; and may 
contribute to the illuftratyon of this 
dark period of Englith hiffory. 

The * Picturefque Antiquities of 
Scotland, by Adam de Cardonnel, 
in two voluimes,’® confift of a varic- 
ty of elegant engravings of religi. 
ous houfes and ancient caftles, illu- 
ftrated by fhort and judicious defcrip- 
tions, fomewhat in the mancer of 
Mr. Grofe’s Antiquities. Thefe la- 
bours of our author will'not only be 
acceptable to the antiquary, as they 
tend to preferve from oblivion the 
ancient remains of Caledonian fplen- 
dor, but alfo to the traveller, to 
whom they wiil prove a pleafing and 
ufeful companion. 


Among the books of Travels which 
have been publifhed during the pre- 
{ent year, we have received conf- 
derable pleafure from Mr. Savary's 
*¢ Letters on Greece; being a Se- 
quel to Letters on Egypt ; and con- 
taining travels through Rhodes, 
Crete, and other Iflands of the Archi- 
pelago, &c."? We have, obferved on a 
former occafion, how well Se Yh 

Avil, 
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Mr. Savary was to become an in- 
fiructive and entertaining traveller, 
from his knowledge of antiquity, 
elegant tafte, and happy talent at de- 
lineation. ‘The fcenes on which his 
pencil is employed in the volume be- 
fore us, are thofe where the arts and 
{cicuces were once cultivated, with 
the greateit fuccefs, but which now, 
threugh the. tata! influence of defpa- 
tifm, anda barbarous policy, are co- 
vered by the moft lamentable igno- 
rance. In contrafling the prefent 
Jftate of thefe wretched countries, 
with their preating picture as de{crib- 
ed by Strabo, and other ancient hif- 
torians, the author freely indulgesto 
a noble and generous refentment a- 

ainft the c.imes of a government 
* which is the enemy of the human 
race; in which force is their law, 
and the fabre their juftice.’”” The 
obfervations which he has made on 
the geography of thefe iflands, the 
fituation of feveral ancient cities, the 
hiftory of the Coloflus at Khodes, 
and the labyrinth near the ruins of 
Gortyna, difcovers a vaft fund of 
erudition. The jntormation which 
he yives refpecting their population, 
government, commerce, foil, and 
climate, isthe refult af attentive ob- 
fervation and enquiry, and is drawa 
up in an interefting manner. And 
the picturefque views which he has 
taken during the courfe of his tra- 
vels, are, inthe highefi degree, beau- 
tiful andenchanting. If we wereto 
admit of any obyection againit our 
author’s manner of defcription, it 
would be, that his colours are rather 
too bright and glaring. On the 
whole, the pleafure which we have 
received from thefe Letters of our in- 
telligent and lively traveller, make 
us regret his premature death, which 
prevented his. finifhing another vo- 
jume, giving an account of his ob- 
jervations on the other iflands of the 
Archipelago. 
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Mr. Lufignan’s “ Series of Let- 
ters addrefled to Sir William For- 
dyce &c,”’ in two volumes, contain 
an account of a voyage and journey 
from England to Smyrna, from 
thence to Conftantinople, and from 
that place over land to England, 
with a defcription of the countries, 
cities, towns, and villages through 
which the author pafl:d; which, 
though not adorned with any embel- 
lifhments of art, and forming ra- 
ther a dry and uninterefting narra- 
tive, may be ufeful to travellers, 
With refpect tothat part in which he 
accules Mr. Volney of defigned mif- 
reprefentation, efpecially in his ace 
count of Ali Bey, and of defcribing 
countries which he never faw, the 
public will expeét more fatisfactory 
evidence than what is contained in 
the aflertion of Mr. Lufignan, In 
the appendix to thefe volumes, con- 
taining a particular defeription of 
the Holy Land, we are rather difpof- 
ed to fufpect the accuracy and fidelity 
of our author’s account, when we 
find him retailing fome of the abfurd 
and unphilotophical tales of ancient 
writers, which have been repeated! 
and abundantly confuted by the inokk 
judicious and refpectable of modern 
travellers. He has, doubtlefs, relied 
too implicitly on the narratives of 
former writers, without correcting 
them by his: own obfervations: he 
could not deliberately fit down for 
the purpofe of deception. 

th he Abbé Dupaty’s “ Travels 
through Italy, ina Series of Letters, 
written in the Year #785, tranflated 
from the French,’’ is an inftructive 
and amufing performance, in which 
the author has exbibited many ftrik- 
ing proofs of extenfive knowledge, 
refined tafte, and exquifite fenfibili- 
ty. He is, however, a difciple of 
the Shandean fchool; and will be 
principally acceptable to thofe who 
can forget the excentricities of his 

work, 
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work, while they contemplate it’s 
beanties. We have followed our 
author with peculiar pleafure while 
deferibing the fcenes of nature, and 
the precious fragments of antiquity ; 
and we have feldom found ourfelves 
difpofed to except to his political 
opinions, and his numerous miicel- 
laneous remarks on the ancient and 
modern inhabitants of the country. 
The pitture which he draws of the 
modern Italians is not a very flatter- 
ing onc: but it appears to be juft ; 
and prefents to the reader a curious 
coatraft between the conquerors of 
the world, and their degenerate pof- 
terity. The tranflator of this vo- 
lume has not only given us the fente 
of the original with fidelity, but has 
preferved its peculiar manner and 
ipirit. 

M. Povoleri’s tranflation of the 
fame work, under the title of * Sen- 
timental Letters on Italy Xc.’’ is 
more diffulive and orramente! than 
the former, but not fo faithful and 
correct. It is, befide, rendered lefs 
valuable by the omiffion of the prefi- 
dent’s tranilations from ‘Tibullus, 
Propertius, and Piiny. 

Mr. Coftigan’s Sketches of So- 
ciety-and Manners in | ortugal, &c.”’ 
in two volumes, are the productions 
ot a man of fenfe and obfervation, 
who appears to have been well ac- 
quainted with the country which he 
defcribes, and with the genius and 
character of the Portuguefe. In 
reading thefe Sketches we met with 
fuch anintermixture of romantic fto- 
ries, and love-adventures, that we 
began to fufpeét that we were intro- 
duced into the regions of fiction and 
improbability. But without vouch- 
ing for the credibility. of thete epi- 
fodes, we have no ditfic ulty in cre- 
diting the genera! reprefentations of 
our traveller. And we re¢tomménd 
thefe volumes, as containing a con- 
fiderable portion of curious and ule- 
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ful information refpeéting the politi. 
cal ftate of Portugal ; the mif-hiev. 
ous effeéts of eclefis {tical tyranny ; 

the ignorance and fuperttition of the 
clerey ; the domeftic manners and 
cuftons of the Portugnefe ; and the 
national tafte, as difcovered in their 
public entertainments, and theatri- 
os con ipofitions. The picture which 

drawn is, in truth, gloomy and 
difauftin Cae but we are afraid that it 
app! roaches } too near to nature. 
The perufal of “ A Tour in Eng- 

land and Scotland, in 1785, by am 
Englifh Gentleman,’’ has afforded 
us much entertainment, from the 
authors agreeable and hap; py talent 
at defcription, and the ‘numerous per- 
tinent obfervations which he makes, 
during the progrefs of his journey, 
on arts, manufactures, commerce, 
and political economy. Notwith- 
ftanding that Pennant, Johnfon, 
Botweil, and other literary travellers 
have made us as familiar! ly acquaint- 
ed with the northern, as with the 
fouthern part of this ifland, we 
found in the author of this Tour, an 
jnftruGiive and entertaining com- 

anion. This work is embel! ithed 
y's a number of engravings of the 
mott ftriking objects which occured 
to the author's notice. 


With refpeét to the political pro- 
dudtions of the year 1758, although 
many of them are written by per- 
fons cf confiderable abi! ities, and re- 
late to fubjeéts which, for the time, 
were interefting to the public, they 
will not be thought entitled to par- 
ticular —_ in a hiftory of litera- 
ture. We fhall; therefore, accord- 
ing to our afual method, content 
ourfelves with me ntionipg the heads 
to which they are to be referred, and 
the titles of fuch as have been dif- 
tinguithed, either for the importance 
of their matter, or the excellence of 


their compofition. 
Among 
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Among other fubjeéts of difcuf- 
fion, the grand political ftruggle 
which ale: place in confequence of 
the king’s unhappy malady, gave 
rife to a variety of pamphlets, by 
the advocates for the prince of Wales's 
right to the regency, and the fup- 
Ration of the meafures of admini- 

tion. Among the ableft publica- 
tions in favour ot the prince’s riyht 
to be fole and uncontrolled regent, 
we may rank “ The Law of Parlia- 
ment in the prefent fituation of 
Great Britain, confidered ;”’ “Argu- 
ments concerning the Contftitutional 
Right of Parliament to appoint a 
Regency ;”? “ The Profpect before 
us, being a Series of Papers upon the 
great Queftion which now agitates 
the Public Mind ;’’ * Reflections on 
the Cafe of a Regency , by a Gentle- 
man of LincolnsInn;”’ “The prefent 
National Embarraflment confidered 
&c.’’ « A Letter to the mott Info- 
lent Man alive ;” and « An Anfwer 
to the Confiderations on the Efta- 
blifhment of the Regency ;”’ a pam- 
phiet which was publifhed in defence 
of the fteps taken by adminiftration. 
The lift which we have given would 
be greatly enlarged were we to “ta 
the titles of all the publications which 
appeared on the fame fide of the oe 
tion. Thofe, however, which we have 
deleted, deferve to be diftinguifhed 
from the vaft mafs, as f{pecimens of 
great fhrewdnefs and ingenuity mathe 
difcuflion of queftions that were no- 
vel to the political world, and,involv- 
ed in them numerous ditheult and 
knotty points. 

On the other fide of the queftion 
appeared *“* Three Letters on the 
Queflion of the Regency, by Ca- 
pel Lofft ;”’ “A Vindication of the 
Proceedings of the Lords and Com- 
mons upon the Regency &c, by M. 
Dawes Lf. 5 7? « A folemn Appeal 
to the Citizens of Great Britain and 
Ireland, on the prefent Emergency;”’ 
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** A Letter trom a Country Gentle. 
man toa Member of Parliament, on 
the prefent State of Public Affairs;”* 
and * Seven Letters to the Peo 
of Great Britain, by a W hig.” Thefe 
terpuety are all matterly, in their 

ind; and difcover their authors te 
be poflefled of extenfive knowledge, 
and acute argumentative powers. 
Every friend of his country, never- 
theleis, will rejoice inthe event which 
clofed this politic al warfare; and 
which has given an opportunity to 
writers, who are evidently capable 
of contributing to the advancement 
of ufciul knowledge, to rete to 
the peaceful walks of fcience and li- 
terature. 

The iubject of the flave trade, 
which has engaged the ferious atten- 
tion of the leviilature, has, likewife, 
called forth a number of combatants 
into the field. Thofe who are ad- 
vocates either for the immediate or 
gradual abolition o! ‘that traffick, will 
ind their moft weighty arguments 
reprefented with their full force, in 
« An Effay on the Impolicy of the 
Slave Trade, by the Rev. T. Clark- 
fon, M. A.” the “ Letters on Sla- 
very, by William Dickfon, former- 
ly private Secretary to the late Hon. 
Kd. Hay, Governor of Barbadoes;”* 
‘Am I not a Man and a Brother ? 
With all FPumility addreffed to theBri- 
tith Legiflature ;"’ “ A Differtation 
on the “vache Governments, 
and Spirit of Africa, &c. by S. Hol- 
lingfworth ;’? * Remarks on the 
Slave Tr ade, and the Slavery of the 
Negroes, by Africanus ;’’ and “ The 
ObjeGions to the Abolition of the 
Slave Trade, with anfwers, by the 
Rev. James Ramfay, A. M. Ww 

Thofe who have contended in 
defence of the flave trade, have a 
wife been fupported by the ar 
ments of many fe nfible and ab le 
writers. Among the productions in 
this clafs which are entitled to pre- 
cminence, 
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eminence, we muft place the ** Con- 
fiderations on the Emancipation of 
Negroes, and on the Abolition of 
the Siave Trade, by a Weft India 
Planter ;”’ the ‘* Thoughts on the 
Slavery of Negroes, as it affetts the 
Britifh Colonies in the Weft In- 
dies ;”? the ** Obfervations on the 
African Slave Trade, and on the 
Situation of Negroes in the Weft 
Indies, &c. by a Jamaica Planter ;”’ 
the ** Remarks on the Situation of 
Negroes in Jamaica, &c. by W. 
Beckford, jun.”’ and the ** Obferva- 
tions on the Treatment of the 
Negroes in Jamaica, by Hettor 
M‘Neili.”’ 


Under the head of Indian Poll- 
tics, various fubjeéts occur, to which 
the public attention has been called 
«during the prefent year. 

In defence of Mr. Hattings’s con- 
duct, there has appeared 9 very tcn- 
fible and weil-written pamphlet, 
entitled * A Review of the princi- 
pal Charges againft Warren Hait- 
ings, Eig. &c.”’ in which the author 
endeavours to prove, that the whole 
conduct of the governor-general 
was founded on principles agree- 
able to the political fentiments of 
the natives of India, and perfedily 
confiftent with the fituation of the 
company’s affairs. With = the 
fame defign have been publifhed, 
«A Letter from a Gentleman at 
Bengal to his Friend in London,”’ 
and ** The Speech of John Anitru- 
ther, Efg. M. P. at a very numerous 
Court of Proprietors of India Stock, 
Oétober 24, 1782."" — Nearly con- 
nected with the cafe of Mr. Haitt- 
ings, is that of fir Elijah Impey, 
Jate chief juftice in India, againit 
whom charges of a moft ferious na- 
ture have been preferred in the 
houfe of commons. Thofe who 
wilh for information with re- 
fpect to the nature of the cafe, 
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the proceedings of the accufers, and 
the defence of fir Elijah, may be 
abundantly gratified by the perufal 
ot * The Speech of Sir Elijah Im. 
pey, late Chief juftice of the Sup- 
reme Court of Judicature in Ben. 
gal, at the Bar of the Houfe of 
Commons, February 4, 1753;” 
“ The Anfwer of Philip Francis, 
Efq. to the Charges exhibited a- 
gainft him, General Clavering, and 
Colonel Monjon, by Sir Elijah Im- 
pey, Knight, when at the Bar of 
the Houfe of Commons, on his De- 
fence of the Nunducomar Charge ;” 
and ** A Refutation of the Aniwer 
of Philip Francis, Efq. to the Charge, 
&c. by Sir Elijah Impey, Knight.” 
To thofe who have made Indian 
politics their ftudy, the publication 
of the following pamphlets will alto 
be highly acceptable: ** A compa- 
rative Statement of the two Bills 
for the better Government of the 
Britith Pofiefions in India, brought 
into Parliament by Mr. Fox and Mr. 
Pitt, with explanatory Obfer vations, 
by R.B. Sheridan, Efq;”’ and “Ob- 
fervations on Mr. Sheridan’s Pam- 
phlet, &c.”” in a letter from maior 
Sgott to fir Richard Hil, bart. The 
former of thete publications is di- 
ftinguifhed by that acutencis and 
ingenuity which might be expected 
from the brilliant talents of the 
author; and the latter, by that in- 
formation with refpect to the poli- 
tics of India, and the affairs of the 
Eaft India Company, for obtaining 
which the major has enjoyed pecu- 
liar advantages. . ; 
In addition to the publications 
already mentioned, we would ult 
obferve, that the temporary difpute 
which took place between admint- 
{tration and the directors of the Eaft 
India company, on the fubjett of 
fending four new regiments to In- 
dia, gave rife to fome fpirited pam- 
phiets in fupport of the company ¢ 


prim 

















POMESTIC LITERATURE, [253] 


rivileges. But as this difpute is 
Eaprily accommodated, it might be 
deemed mvidious were we to pre- 
ferve any particular remembrance 
of them. 

On the fubje& of the wool bill, 
which, during the prefent year, has 
received the ation of the legifla- 
ture, a number of fenfible and well 
written pamphlets have been pub- 
lifhed. Mr. Anftis, the chairman 
of the wool meeting, in “ A Letter 
addrefled to Edward Phelips, Efq. 
Member for the County of Somer- 
fet, &c.”? has offered a variety of 
plaufible reafons in defence of the 
principles of that bill. In this de- 
fign, he has been feconded by the 
ingenious author of “ While we 
live let us live’? who has treated 
the fubject in a cool and difpaffion- 
ate manner, and given to the ar- 
guments that have been urged on 
the a fide of the queftion, 
all the force of which they are ca- 

able. In oppofition to thefe pub- 
hades the treatife entitled, 
* Live and let live,’’ contains a vatt 
fund of information and reafoning 
on the conteft between the wool- 
manufatturers and wool-growers, 
the fpirit of legiflatton, and the 
meafures which an enlarged and 
juft policy would diate, which the 
reader will find highly interefting. 
«“ The Queftion of Wool truly 
ftated, &c.”’ in fupport of the fame 
reafoning, offers a variety of valu- 
able facts and pertinent remarks on 
the tendency of the bill, which are 
delivered with diftinétnefs and per- 
{picuity, and fhew the author to be 
well acquainted with the fubject on 
which he writes. Mr. Day’s “ Let- 
ter to Arthur Young, Efq.’’ con 
tains alfo many judicious and point- 
ed obfervations on the mifchievous 
principles of the wool bill, which 
are deferving of the ferious confi- 
deration of the legiflature. 


The * Colleétion of fcarce and 
interefting Traéts written by Per- 
fons of Eininence, on the moft im- 

rtant political and commercial 

ubjects, during the Years 1763, 
1764, 1765, 1766, 1767, 176°, 
1769, and t770,” in four volumes, 
is a publication for which, on ac- 
count of the important political and 
hiftorical events to which they re- 
late, in a very interefting period, 
the thanks of the public are due to 
the editor. 

There have been many other po- 
litical publications during the year, 
which do not fall under any of the 
heads we have fpecified. Of thete 
fome of the moft important are the 
“ Thoughts on the Difqualification 
of the eldeft fons of the Peers of Scot- 
land to eleét, or to be eleéted from 
that Country to Parliament, by 
Alexander Lord Saltoun;’’ the 
«« Confiderations on the relative Si- 
tuation of France and the American 
States ;” * A Review of the Go- 
vernment and Grievances of the 
Province of Quebec, fince the Con- 
queft of it by the Britifh Arms ;” 
*¢ Confiderations on the War with 
the Turks, by M. Volney ;” “ Ob- 
fervations on the Taxes on Win- 
dows, Shops, &c. by J. de Lolme ;”” 
the “* Statement of the Services of 
the Naval Officers overlooked ia 
the late Promotion ;” “ Two Pair 
of Portraits, prefented to the Weft- 
minfter Elettors, by J. Horne 
‘Tooke ;’? and the “* Animadvere 
fions on the political Part of the 
Preface to the Works of Bellende- 
nus.’” 


In that department of our work 
which we affign to Claffical and 
Polite Literature, the firft publica- 
tidén which claims our attention is, 
Mr. Potter's tranflation of ‘* The 
Tragedies of Sophocles.” The de- 
ferved reputation which this gentle- 
man. 
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man acquired by his tranflation. of 
Asichylus and Euripides, raifed the 
expeétation of the public to a confi- 
derable height, when his intention 
was announced of prefenting his 
countrymen with the works of the 
remaining Grecian dramatift, in an 
Englith drefs, And, in general, 
we may venture to pronounce, that 
they will not be difappointed in this 
expectation. | The tranflation be- 
fore us is faithful, and liberal. To 
each of the tragedies is prefixed a 
difquifition on the ftructure and ma- 
nagement of its fable, which difco- 
vers confiderable tafte, and critical 
acumen: and the author has added 
fome few notes to illuftrate the 
fenfe of the original, or to juftify 
his own verfion. We with, however, 
that thefe had been more frequently 
introduced. A fimilar obfervation 
we were obliged to make when we 
took notice of his tranflation of Eu- 
ripides ; and we are convinced, that 
an attention to it would have been 
gratifying to the learned world, 
and have added confiderably to the 
value of his labours. On the whole, 
when we confider the degree of ge- 
nius and of judgment requifite in a 
tranflator who would exprefs ¢* the 
propriety, the fweetnefs, the harmo- 
ny, the force, and the dignity of 
Sophocles,’’ we think that Mr. Pot- 
ter has executed his difficult tafk in 
a manner that is highly deferving of 
commendation. And that, notwith- 
ftanding fome defective lines and 
exceptionable paflages might be 
pointed out in his work, it poffefics 
unrivalled and very fuperior merits. 

«© The Orations of Marcus Tul- 
lius Cicero, againft Caius Cornelius 
Verres, tranflated from the original, 
by James White, Efg.’’ will be an 
acceptable prefent to the learned 
reader. In the preface to this work, 
Mr. White defcribes the fubject of 
the original, explains his defign in 
the tranflation, and offers a variety 





of obfervations which are equally 
judicious and uncommon. Durin 

the progrefs of his arduous under. 
taking, he has fhewn himfelf to be 
well qualified for tt, by the fidelity 
with which he has rendered his au- 
thor, and his fuccefs in preferving 
his {pirit and animation. We do 
not intend by this general approba- 
tion, to draw a veil over the ble- 
mifhes of our tranflator. We have 
obferved, that he fometimes de- 
grades his original by the ufe of 
colloquial and vulgar expreffions ; 
and that he betrays fome marks of 
careleffnefs, which have led him into 
occafional miftakes refpecting its 
genuine fenfe. Yet he is not fre- 
quently chargeable with thefe faults; 
aid they are abundantly over-bal- 
lanced by the merits of his per- 
formance. 

“© The Illuftrations, Explana. 
tions, and Emendations of the 4th 
Book of Virgil’s Georgics, by Gil- 
bert Wakefield, A. B. &c.”’ proceed 
from the pen of a gentleman of exe 
tenfive acquaintance with claflical 
literature, and who pofleffes confi- 
derabie ingenuit sol eouieal fkill. 
We have had frequent opportuni- 
ties. of exprefling our opinion of his 
learning ; while, at the fame time, 
we have freely blamed that arro- 
gance of fpirit which is difcoverable 
in the boldnefs and peremptorinefs 
of his decifions. The whole werk 
befure us is a proof both of the 
author’s erudition and tafte. But 
we think that he fometimes indulges 
to an unneceflary fondnefs for al- 
terations; and that fome of his con- 
jetural emendations are fanciful 
rather than judicious. Notwith- 
ftanding thefe obfervations, the 
grammatical knowledge which he 
difplays, and the elegance of his 
Latinity, render this volume _in- 
ftructive and pleafing to the claffical 
{cholar. 


Mr. Septchenes’s “ Illuftration of 
the 














DOMESTIC 


the Religion of the ancicnt Greeks, 
by an Explanation of their Mytho- 
logy,” is a work of which we have 


referved our notice to this place, on’ 


account of its peculiar connedcioa 
with claffical literature. The ob- 
test of the author is, to flew, that 
the religion of the ancient Greeks 
is not only ratronal but juit. With 
this view he endeavours. to prove, 
that though the mythology cf the 
Greeks feemed to multiply deities, 
thefé various gods only imptled the 
peculiar exertrons of the Deity in 
the different operations of nature, 
as they were beneficial to man. 
Their facred myfteries, he contends, 
were appointed to preferve the 
knowledge of the Supreme Being, 
and to explain the perfonification 
of his different attributes: and that 
they were defigned to inculcate the 
dottrine of a Providence, of the 
rmimortality of the foul, future re- 
wards and punifhments, the efta- 
blifament of civil fociety, and the 
inventions of art. He is alfo of the 
fame opinion with Dr. Warburton, 
that the fourth book of the Atneid 
is defigned to reprefent thefe myf- 
teries, and the ceremonies which 
ufed to attend their celebration. 
The latter part of his work contains 
refie‘tions on the influence of reli- 
gion among the Greeks, and its 
connection with legiflation, political 
order, morals, and the national 
character. Although we are will- 
ing to allow our author all the 
praife which is due to experience, 
fearning, and great ingenuity, yet 
we think that we difcover in him 
the fame attachment to {yftem, for 
which he freely blames many mo- 
dern authors; and a fondnefs for 
deviating into the wilds of ground- 
lefs fancy and conjeCture. 

«“¢ The Parian Chronicle, or the 
Chronicle of the Arundelian Mar- 
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les, &c.°’ is a publication which 
abounds in proots of the author's 
ingenuity, acutenefs, and learning. 
His object is, to call in queftibn the 
authenticity of that fuppofed relic 
of antiquity. After laying before 
his readers the Chronicle itfelf, in 
Greek and Latin, taken from Dr. 
Chandler’s edition, to which he has” 
added an Englifh tranflation, he 
divides his work into feventeen 
chapters. The firft of thefe gives 
a fhort hiftory of the marbles, and 
the different editions of the infcrip- 
tions; aid the fixteen following 
ones are employed in explaining rhe 
author’s doubts, which he fupports 
with infinite labour and the moft 
plaufible reafoning. Although we 
do not imagine that the authenticity 
of this ancient Chronitle will faffer 
by our author’s elaborate differta-’ 
tions, yet we fhould be giad to fee 
his arguments refuted bya writer 
poflefied of equal learning and can- 
dour with himfelf. The incidentak 
matters which he difcuffes, are fo 
far connected with general erudi- 
tion and true taite, that fach a 
conteft would prove ufeful as well 
as entertaining tothe literary world. 

Dr. Prieftley’s ** Le@ures on Hif- 
tory and general Policy ; to which 
is prefixed an Effay on a Courfe of 
liberal Education for civil and acs 
tive Life,” were drawn up by the 
author fome years ago, when he 
was tutor in the academy at War- 
rington ; and are now publifhed at 
the requeft of many of his former 
upils. Thefe lectures are divided 
into five parts. The firft pat is 
employed in exhibiting the general 
ufes ot hiftory, as it ferves to amufe 
the imagination, to intereft the paf- 
fions, to improve the underftand- 
ing, and to ftrengthen the fenti- 
ments of virtue. ‘The fecond part, 
treats of the fources of hiftory, as 
oral 
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oral traditions, hiftorical poems, 
medals, written hiftory, &c. and of 
their refpective importance, The 
third part is on the ftudies prepara- 
tory to hiftory, fuch as chronology, 
geography, and the proper methods 
of eftimating the riches and power 
of ancient and remote nations. In 
the fourth part, are contained di- 
rections for facilitating the ftudy of 
hiftory ;- in which are recommended 
feveral mechanical modes for affift- 
ing the memory, and the mioft ad- 
vantageous modes of reading the 
various hiftorians. The fiith and 
lait part, which is the moft valu- 
able and important of the whale, 
includes an account of the moit in- 
terefting objects of attention to a 
reader of hiftory; fuch as govern- 
ment, law, agriculture, manufac- 
tures, commerce, finances, manners, 
and reliyions Thefe lectures con- 
tain a judicious felection from the 
beft writers extant at the time 
when they were compofed. Befide 
this, they prefent us with a great 
variety of ufeful information and 
original remarks, from which even 
the proficient in this line of ftudy, 
may increafe his ftock of knowledge, 
as well as his fources of amute- 
ment. To the young ftudent they 
will be found ufeful, not only in 
afifting him in the ftudy of hiftory, 
but in directing his attention to 
numerous important objects more 
remotely connected with that {ci- 
ence, and tn leading him to habits 
of reflection and enquiry. 

Mr. Davy’s “ Letters, addrefled 
ges ; Gentleman, upon Sub- 
jets of Literature, &c.”’ in two 
volumes, chiefly treat of the Greek 
language, and of mufic; though 
many of them are on mifcellaneous 
fubjects. The Letters on the Greek 
Janguage contain many ingenious 
remarks on the verbs, the accentual 
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marks, and on emphafis. To his 
obfervations on mufic, many of 
which are richly de ferving of atten- 
tion, he has added 2 tranflation of 
Kuclid’s canon, his treatife on the 
harmonic, and an explanation of 
the Greek mufical notes, according 
to the do‘trine of Ptolemy. The 
mifcellaneous letters are employed 
on numerous interefting and pleaf- 
ing fuljecls ; and have afforded us 
much entertainment in the perufal 
of them. We recommend thefe 
volumes to the notice of our read- 
ers, as we can aflure them, that 
they will contribute in no * flight 
degree, to increafe their fatisfac- 

tions.”” 
Mr. Cumberland has, during the 
‘he vear, publifhed a fourth vo- 
ume of “ The Obferver.” The 
character of the different papers in 
this volume, for ftyle, entertain- 
ment, and moral tendency, ap- 
proaches fo nearly to that of the 
former ones, on which we have be- 
ftowed our warm approbation, that 
it is unneceflary for us to give any 
particular account of them. We 
only obferve, that from Mr. Cun- 
berland’s continuation of the litera- 
ry hiftory of Greece, and the re- 
mains of the authors of the middle 
comedy, which he has collected with 
no fmall labour, and tranflated with 
neatnefs and accuracy, the reader 
will experience additional regret at 
the lofs of thofe ancient dramatifis. 
« The Olla Podrida,” is a col- 
leStion of mifcellaneous papers, 
which were publifhed periodically, 
at Oxford, during the years 1787 
and 1788. Of theie papers, a few 
are on literary and critical fubjects, 
and are favourable f{pectmens of 
the talents and learning of their au- 
thors. But the greater part 1s em- 
ployed in defcribing the manners, 
characters, and incidents of the times. 
And 
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And notwithftanding that the fub- 
jects have been almott exhaufted by 
the number of our periodical eflay- 
writers, it would be injuftice not to 
obferve, that the Olla Podrida is 
not deftitute of the charms of no- 
velty. The merits of the various 
contributions to this collection, mutt 
be different, from the different abi- 
lities of their authors. They are 
all of them, however, written in 
an eafy and agreeable ftyle; they 
abound in marks of good fenfe and 
pleafantry, and will be particularly 
acceptable to the more elegant clafles 
of readers. 

The “ Winter Evenings, or Lu- 
cubrations on Life and Letters,”’ in 
three volumes, form a_ publication 
of fo mifcellaneous and unequal a 
complexion, that it is not eafy to 
defcribe it by any particular cha- 
racter. The author appears to be 
a man of confiderable reading, and 
of fome judgment and tafte ; and 
we have been agreeably amufed by 
feveral of his eflays. But we have 
been: equally fatigued and difgufted 
by others, on fubjeéts relative to 
{cholaftic difputation and verbal cri- 
ticifm, and by the perpetual recur- 
rence of trite and hackneyed ideas, 
on the moft trite and common fub- 
jets. We have alfo remarked in 
him a fondnefs for deviating from 
the common and eftablifhed forms 
of language; and a cenforial tone, 
which many will pronounce to be 
dogmatical and ‘liberal. But while 
we notice thefe glaring and cenfur- 
able blemifhes, we would not over- 
look the excellences of thefe vo- 
lumes. They contain many ufeful 
fentiments and obfervations on im- 
portant fubjeéts; and many of 
them will be read with pleafure and 
with profit, when the works of 
more fively and original authors are 
not at hand. 

1758. 


* Variety, a Collection of Effays 
written in the Year 1787," con. 
tains a nu..ber of papers on moral, 
critical, and entertaining fubjects, 
which we have read with a confi- 
derable degree of pleafuree We 
except, however, from this obferva 
tion, thofe numbers which cen fure 
the inftitution of Sunday fchools, 
and which plead for a greater lati- 
tude than our laws allow, in the 
obfervance of Sunday. We cannot 
conceive that thefe papers are the 
refult of a found judgment, or of 
good policy. The Critical Effays 
in Defence of Richardfon’s Clariffa, 
and containing Remarks on Field- 
ing’s Tom Jones, are particularly 
excellent. But to the majority of 
readers, this volume will be chiefly 
recommended by its lively and in- 
terefting ftories, which are admir- 
ably told. We recommend this 
work, as a fprightly and entertain- 
ing companion in the cheerlefs hours 
of folitude. 

Mr. Richardfon, profeffor of hu- 
manity in the univerfity of Glafgow, 
who has at different times diftin- 
guifhed himfelf by an illuftration 
of fome of Shak{peare’s remark- 
able charaéters, has prefented the 
public, during the prewns year, 
with “ Effays on Shak{peare’s dra- 
matic Charaéter of Sir John Fal- 


 ftaff, and on his Imitation of Fe- 


male Characters ; to which are add- 
ed, fome general Obfervations on 
the Study of Shakefpeare.” In 
this little traé& our author follows 
the fame plan as in his former ef- 
fays, on which we have beftowed 
our warm approbation. With the 
fame {pirit of inveftigation, and 
with equal elegance and fimplicity, 
he illuftrates the peculiar qualities 
of the fat knight, which render a 
character difgraced by the meaneft 
buffoonery, the grofleft fenfuality 
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and the moft contemptible cow. 
ardice, not only tolerable, but en- 
gaging; and which convert his 
vices into a fource of merriment. 
In his remarks on Shakfpeare’s fe- 
male characters, he has ably and 
fuccefsfully undertaken the defence 
ef our bard againft thofe who ob- 
ject that they are not delineated 
with fufficient difcrimination. By 
every lover of our great dramatic 
poet, thefe effays will be perufed 
with no fmall fhare of pleafure. 

The * Confiderations upon Wit 
and Morals, tranflated from the 
French,”? compofe an_ excellent 
work, abounding in juft fentiments, 
and interefting obfervations. The 
author feems to have kept his eye 
on Rochefoucault, and La Bruyere, 
as his models. And if he is not 
always equal to the former writer in 
the pointednefs and concifenefs of 
his maxims, or to the latter in his 
perfonal defcriptions, he is, on the 
whole, a fuccefsful imitator. His 
reflections are judicious and ftriking, 
and his various delineations of the 
human chara¢ter, in different ftates 
of fociety, are drawn by a mafterly 
hand. 

Mr. Walker, whofe “ Treatifes 
on Grammar and Elocution”’ have 
repeatedly obtained our approba- 
tion, with a defign of inftructing 
young’ perfons in the accomplith- 
ment of {peaking in public with an 
eafy and graceful action, has pub- 
lifed his ** Academic Speaker, &c. 
to which are prefixed, Elements of 
Gefture.”" This ingenious work 
contains much curious obfervation, 
deduced from the wdee pe of per- 
{pective, and illuftrated by a va- 
riety Of plates, which feem excel- 
lently adapted to produce the ef- 
fect which the to has in view. 
And as he prefers the delivery of 
erations to that of plays, as fchool 
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exercifes, he has judicioufly added 
a feleétion of pa rliamentary debates, 


-orations, odes, fcenes, and fpeeches, 


from the beft writers, which are 
well fuited to his mode of teachino 
elocution. “i 

Mr. Coote’s “ Elements of the 
Grammar of the Englith Language, 
&e.”” were publifhed by him with 
the profefled defign of * fupplying 
the defects, and rectifying the er- 
ross of his predeceffors in the field 
of grammar, by adapting his rules 
to the capacities even of the junior 
claffes of fcholars, and leading them, 
by a methodical gradation, to an 
adequate knowledge of Englith 
grammar.’ This defign, we think, 
he has happily accomplifhed. His 
work contains numerous proofs of 
learning and good fenfe. His ob- 
fervations on Syntax, are particu- 
larly valuable; and correét many 
of the improprieties into which fone 
of our beft writers have fallen. The 
{tyle of this volume is perfpicuous 
and familiar: and we may fafely 
recommend it as poffefiing all the 
eflential advantages of an Englith 
grammar. 


Among the Poetical productions 
of the year, Mr. Mafon’s * Secular 
Ode in Commemoration of the glo- 
rious Revolution 1688,” is, m the 
firft place, entitled to our refpecttul 
notice, on account of the rank which 
the author fuftains among our ly- 
ric poets, and the noble theme 
which he has chofen for the exercife 
of his abilities. Animated by the 
* foul expanding” caufe of liberty, 
Mr. Mafon, though * in his life’s 
autumnal eve,’’ pours forth his 
‘lyric rapture,’’ in the fame ft le 
of genuine poetry for which his 
former publications have been de- 
fervedly applauded. And notwith- 
fianding that in energy and score 
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@ this Ode may not equal his beft pro- 


ductions “ at the vernal morn of 
youth,” we think it entitled to a 
confiderable degree of praife. We 
only lament, that on a fubject fo 
congenial to Mr. Mafon’s principles 
and feelings, his Mufe fhould be fo 
very concife. 

Mr. Hayley’s * Occafional Stan- 
zas, written at the Requeft ef the 
Revolution Society, and recited on 
their Anniverfary, &c.’’ compofe a 
more extended and elaborate work 
than Mr. Mafon’s. In thefe ftan- 
zas Mr. Hayley has produced a 
manly and beautiful performance, 
which, while it does honour to his 
poetical talents, befpeaks his ardent 
attachment to the genuine principles 
of our conftitution. The epiftle 
from queen Mary to king William, 
is in our author’s happieft manner, 
and uncommonly tender and pathe- 
tic. On the whole, Mr. Hayley’s 
fame will fuffer no diminution from 
the publication before us. 

“© Lewefden-Hill, a Poem,” by 
the rev. Mr. Crowe, public orator 
of the univerfity of Oxford, is en- 
titled to a high rank among the 
publications in defcriptive poetry. 
The author defcribes himielf as 
walking to the top of Lewefden- 
hill, ina May morning. After his 
arrival at the fummit, he proceeds 
to defcribe the objeéts which lie be- 
fore him, fuch as the woods, the 
valley, the ftream, the fea, a Ro- 
man camp, and a ruined tower. 
On each of thefe themes he expa- 
tiates in an_eafy and elegant flow 
of numbers, and in a cadence of 
ftyle that is pleafingly diverfified. 
In the refleétions to which he is led 
on viewing the different objects in 
his landfcape, ke fometimes breaks 
forth in language that is highly ani- 
mated and philofophical ; and occa- 
fionally excites our fenfibility, by 
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paflages which are truly interefting 
and pathetic. To this poem the 
ingenious author has added feveral 
notes and illuftrations, from which 
his readers may derive information 
and entertainment. 

Mr. Birch’s ** Abbey of Ambref- 
bury, Part I.’’ contains a recital of 
feveral affecting incidents, drawn 
from fome manufcripts relative to 
the abbey, which we have read 
with peculiar fatisfaétion. His ver- 
fification, in general, is harmonious 
and beautiful ; and his ftories are 
told in elegant and pathetic lan- 
guage. The fpecimen which this 
poem affords us of our author's ta- 
lents, leads us to expect the fecond 
part with confiderable pleafure. 

Mr. Jerningham’s * Enthufiafm, 
in two Parts,’’ was defigned by the 
author to difplay the good and bad 
effets of the fubject of his poem. 
With this view he fuppofes an af- 
fembly to be convened, of aerial 
beings, who refide beyond ‘ the 
folar walk and milky-way,’’ and 
who fuperintend the affairs of man- 
kind, before whom enthutiafim, per- 
fonified, is alternately accufed and 
defended by different feraphs. The 
refult is her acquittal by the hea- 
venly tribunal. The entertainment 
which we have frequently reccived 
from the poctical pieces of Mr. Jer- 
ningham, difpofed us to take u 
this poem, with ftrong hennt™ 3 
fions in its favour. And we met 
with many paflages poffefled of all 
that elegance and pathos by which 
his former writings have been di- 
ftinguifhed. But we do not think 
that, on the whole, it will increafe 
his reputation as a poet. We have 


obferved in it feveral lines which are 
profaic; and many expreffions and 
compound epithets, which are ei- 
ther unintelligible, or exceedingly 
And it is frequently de- 
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fective in that fpirit and energy 
which fuch a fubject peculiarly re- 
quired. 

Mifs Williams’s ** Poem on the 
Bill lately pafled for regulating the 
Slave Trade,’? we have perufed 
with peculiar pleafure. From the 
generous influence of * foft humani- 
ty,”’? and a horror excited by the 
accounts refpecting the flave trade 
which have been laid before the 
public, our poetefs wifhes to encou- 
rage that ardent enthufiafin for its 
abolition, which has f{pread fo ra- 
pidly over this liberal and enlight- 
ened country. And it is impoflible 
to view the picture which fhe draws 
with unfeeling hearts; or, when 
we have viewed it, to admit of any 
apology in favour of a_ practice 
which ‘ deforms creation.”’ The 
ftyle of this poem is eafy and har- 
monious; and its language truly 
elegant and poetical. 

Mifs Hannah Moore has, like- 
wife, called forth her powers in the 
fame laudable caufe, in her poem, 
called ** Slavery.” The fentiments 
which fhe expreffes are humane and 
yuft ; her dclerignions pathetic, and 
affefting ; and her indignation a- 
gainit thofe who degrade the fable 
race in the fcale of being, is deli- 
vered in language that is poetical 
and {pirited, 

Mrs. Yearfley’s ** Poem on the 
Inhumanity of the Slave Trade,”’ 
is alfo entitled to our commendation, 
for the ardour with which the 
pleads on behalt of the oppretled A- 
tricans, the pathos by which the in- 
terefts our fenfibility, and the bold 
imagery by which her poetry is or- 
namented. 

Mr. Mulligan’s ** Poems, chiefly 
on Slavery and Oppreflion,’’ are 


dittinguifhed by the marks of a fer- 
tile and lively imagination ; and by 
a variety of juit and liberal fenti- 








ments, exprefled, for the moft part, 
in eafy and harmonious numbers, ® 
The firft pieces in this collection, 
are four eclogues, in which the mj. 
fery and horrors of flavery, and the 
evils of oppreffion in general, are 
powerfully and feelingly reprefent- 
ed. After thefe eclogues, we are 
prefented with a number of defcrip- 
tive pieces and lyric compofitions, 
which are not unfavourable {peci- 
mens of the author’s talents. Thefe 
he has illuftrated with notes, col- 
leéted from different writers, from 
which the reader may promife him- 
felf confiderable entertainment. 

Mr. Pratt's “* Humanity, or the 
Rights of Nature, a Poem, in two 
Books,’’ is only to be confidered as 
a general outline of a work now 
preparing for the prefs, entitled 
*« Society, or a Profpeét of Man- 
kind under all the Influences of Cuf- 
toms, Colour, and Climate.’ In 
this poem, as in our author’s for- 
mer publications, we meet with 
many pleafing and harmonious 
lines, with liberal and expanded 
fentiments, and, fometimes, with 
much energy and pathos. But Mr. 
Pratt {till continues to be a very tn- 
attentive and unequal writer. His 
ideas are often exceedingly obfcure ; 
his metaphors confufed and incon- 
gruous; and in his language, he 
trequently commits unpardonable 
offences againt grammar and good 
fente. We cannot but exprets our 
with, that a writer who is not defti- 

ute of genius, and who poffefles 
powers to pleatfe, would take tome 
pains in correcting fuch radical de 
ects. Without duch care, he can 
never rife to confiderable eftimation 
in the poetical world. 

Dr. Downman’s * Infancy, 
the Management of Children, a di- 
daétic Poem, in fix Books,” is @ 
fecond edition of a work originally 
puo- 














Te re a eee en 





DOMESTIC LITERATURE, 


publifhed feveral years fince, and 
which is now revifed, carrected, 
and greatly enlarged. Armftrong 
has evidently been Dr. Downman’s 
model ; and if he has not equalled 
him, it muft in fome meafure be 
afcribed to the great dithculties at- 
tending his fubject. He has, how- 
ever, prefented us with many ftrik- 
ing evidences of his judgment and 
elegant tafte. And his epifodes, 
which celebrate the abilities of cer- 
tain of his medical friends, are par- 
ticularly beautiful. 

Mifs Scott’s * Meffiah, a Poem, 
in two Parts,’’ was occafioned by 
reading Mr. Hayley’s animated ex- 
hortation to Mr. Maton, to write 
a national epic poem, which infen- 
fibly led our poetefs * to contraft 
the character of that hero on whom 
the Chriftian’s eye fhould be inva- 
riably fixed, with the heroes of the 
world. ‘This poem poffeffes confi- 
derable merit. The verfication ts 
eafy, and often elegant. And the 
fair writer has been particularly hap- 
py in rendering into pleafing poetry 
thofe patlages of fcripture which 
were appofite to her fubject. We 
do not entirely exempt her perform- 
ance from the defect arifing from 
the occafional admiffion ot feeble 
and profaic lines ; but this is abun- 
dantly counterbalanced by its nu- 
merous beauties. 

Mr. Beloe’s «* Poems and Tranf- 
Jations,”” confift of the rape of He- 
len, from the Greek of Coluthus, 
of which we gave an account in a 
former volume; and of elegies, 
fongs, fonnets, and tranflations, 
from Greek and Latin authors. 
Mr. Beloe is not deficient in genius, 
or claflical tafte. And although he 
may not be able to found any high 
claims to excellence on the merit of 
the pieces in this volume, they con- 
vince us, neverthelefs, that by a 
fedulous cultivation of his power., 
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he may acquire confiderable reputa- 
tion as a poet, 

* The Poetry of the World,” 
and of * Anna Matilda,”’ confift 
of a variety of plaintive, philofo- 
phical, and humorous MS, 
which have afforded us much plea- 
fure and entertainment. Many of 
them are diftinguifhed by lofty ima- 
gery, and poetical enthufiafm; and 
others by a beautiful cafe and fim- 
plicity. If we were to fele& from 
this mifcellaneous collection the 
pieces with which we have been 
moft pleafed, they would be thofe 
to which are annexed the fignatures, 
Della Crufca, Anna Matilda, Arley, 
and the Bard. 

To the long lift of Peter Pindar’s 
productions, that humorous and ver- 
fatile genius has added, during the 
prefent year, * Brother Peter to 
Brother Tom, an_ expoftulatory 
Epiftle ;’’ Peter’s Penfion ;’? Pe- 
ter’s Prophecy, or the Prefident and 
Poet, &c.’’ and “ Sir Jofeph Banks 
and the Emperor of Morocco, a 
Tale.”’ Thefe fatirical pieces have 
occafioned us many a hearty laugh; 
though we fhould be glad to fee 
his pen employed on fubjeéts lefs 
temporary and perfonal, and which 
would give his works a fairer chance 
of being tranfmitted to pofterity. 

Among the other fatirical pieces 
which have appeared, we have not 
overlooked * Liberality, or the 
decayed Macaroni, a fentimental 
Piece,’’ which would not difgrace 
the pen of the celebrated Bath mufe ; 
“* Jekyl, a political Eclogue,”” and 
the other compofitions in the ‘* Ex- 
tracts from the Album, at Streat- 
ham, or minifterial Amufements ;” 
« Political Mifcellanies, by the Aus 
thor of the Rolliad and the Proba- 
tionary Odes ;’’ and “ Letters from 
Simpkin the Second to his dear 
Brother in Wales, containing an 
humble Decripticn of the ‘Tiial of 
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Warren Haftings, Efq.” But as 
the laft mentioned pieces, though 
diftinguithed by wit, humour, and 
clailical tafte, are devoted to party 
purpofes, it would be highly im- 
proper in us to take any farther no- 
tice of them. 

In addition to the publications 
already mentioned, our limits will 
only permit us to infert the titles of 
the following pieces, which we havé 
feleéted from a long and multifari- 
ous catalogue. ‘ Vacunalia, con- 
fifting of Kffays in Verfe, on vari- 
ous Subjects, with fome Trantla- 
tions, by the Rev. Edward Davies “) 
«A Hymn to the Power of Har- 
mony, by John Callandar, Ifq.” 
¢¢ The Adventures of Telemachus, 
the Son of Ulyfles, tranflated into 
blank Verfe, by John Canton ;” 
** Renwick’s Solicitudes of Ab- 
fence ; ** Four Odes by a Gentle- 
man;” “ An Elegy written on the 
Author’s revifiting the Place of his 
former Refidence;”’ ** The Choice;” 
* The Fall of the Rohillas, an hif- 
torical Poem ;” ** An Addrefs to 
Loch Lomond ;” “ The Country 
Book Club ;” “ Poems on Slavery, 
by the Miffes Falconars;” “ D. 
O'Bryen's Lines written at Twick- 
enham ;’’ and “* The modern Stage 
exemplified, in an Epifile to a young 


Aétor.” 


With regard to the Dramatic pro- 
ductions of the vear, the Tragedies, 
which have appeared on the ftage 
are, * The Fate of Sparta, by Mrs. 
Cowley ;’ The Regent, by Bertie 
Greatheed, Efg.”’ and * Vimonda, 
dy A. Macdonald.” The tollow- 
ing Tragedies. have been printed, 
but not atted: * Cardinal Xi- 
menes, by Percival Stockdale ;”’ 
* The patriot King, .or Altred and 
Klvina, by Mr. Bicknell; and 
*¢Clariffa, or tatal Seduction, by R. 
Porrett.” The Comedies were, 
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* Ways and Means, by G. Colman 
jun.” ‘“ The Ton, or Follies of 
Fafhion, by Lady Wallace; « The 
Traveller, read at the Englith Read- 
ings, by Lieutenant Harrifon :” 
« Tit for Tat,” and “ The Child 
of Nature, a dramatic Piece, from 
the French of the Marchionefs of 
Sillery, by Mrs. Inchbald.” In 
the Mufical line have been publithed, 
** Love in the Eaft, a comic Opera 
by Mr. Cobb ;” “ A Match for a 
Widow, a comic Opera, by the Au- 
thor of Mutual Deception ;” and 
¢ The Cottager, a comic Opera, 
by Mifs Rofs.” = The Interludes 
and Mutical Farces were, “ The 
Stone Eater, by C4 Stuart ;” “* The 
Prifoner at large, by Mr. O’Keefe ;” 
‘“‘ Look before you Leap, from the 
the French of Florian ;’’ «“ A Key 
to the Lock, from the French of 
Cervantes ;” * A Quarter of an 
Hour before Dinner ;” * The Doc- 
tor and Apothecary ;”’ and “ The 
Conftant Maid, or Poll of Plym. 
ton.” 


Among the few articles which we 
have referved for the head of Mif- 
cellaneous productions, ve fhall af- 
fign the firft place to the Crewian 
Oration in Latin, delivered in the 
theatre, Oxford, 1788, by the rev. 
William Crowe, public ‘orator of 
the univerfity. According to ftrict 
propriety, this oration fhould have 
been employed in commemorating 
the founders and benefactors of that 
feminary. But the circumftance of 
the year 178 being, as it has fince 
been termed, the ** Centenary of the 
Revolution,’ would, Mr. Crowe 
thought, juftify him in making that 
memorable event, together with the 
bifhops and others who refifted the 
encroachments of James, the fubjects 
of his annual fpeech. We are en- 
tirely of his opinion: and we can 
chearfully fubicribe to the manly, 


eon 





Ne ee ai eee ee 
- 


Se Bee 


oe, 


. 


EET ren a: 





DOMESTIC LITERATURE, 


conttitutional fentiments which he 
freely avows. They are honour- 
able to the author, and to the uni- 
verfity in which he fuftains a public 
character, And they could not give 
offence, excepting, perchance, he 
might have among his hearers any 
advocates for the exploded doctrines 
of the Divine right of kings, and paf- 
five obedience. Mr. Crow’s Latin 
is, on the whole, claflical and ele- 
gant. 

Dr. Towers’s * Oration delivered 
at the London Tavern, on the gth 
of November, 1755, on Occafion 
of the Commemoration of the Re- 
volution, and the Completion of a 
Century from that great Event,” 
is a fenfible and animated addrefs, 
weil adapted to the defign of that 
meeting, and to imprefs the minds 
of his readers with a fenfe of the 
importance and value of public 
ireedom. We perfectly concur in 
the juft indignation which his lan- 
guage exprcfles againft the tvranni- 
cal and unconftitutional conduct of 
James; and inthe warm encomium 
which he paties on thofe worthy pa- 
triots, whofe principles, or whofe 
perfonal interference, contributed in 
producing the Revolution. 

The * Letters to and from Sa- 
muel Johnfon, LL. D. &c. pub- 
lifked from the original MSS. in 
the Pofletlion of Heiter Lynch Pi- 
ozzi,”’ confift of a correfpondence 
that pafied between Dr. Johnfon 
and Mis. Thrale, during a pertod 
of about nineteen years, in which 
we have met with but few literary 
or critical remarks, and with very 
little that can be faid to be intereft- 
ing. Thefe Letters, howeysts give 
us a more juft picture of Johnion’s 
real character, in general life, than 
any which his different biographers 
have prefented to the public. And 
they atford us many pleafing proofs 
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of his unaffected and ardent piety, 
and numerous excellent meral qua- 
litics. The letters of Mrs. Thrale, 
are lively and elegant; and were 
very properly inferted to-illuflrate 
various points of Dr. Juhnfon’s cor- 
re{fpondence. 

lo the ftudents in fatirical paint- 
ing, Mr. Grofe’s “ Rules for draw- 
ing Caricatures, with an Effay on 
coinic Painting,” will be an entey- 
taining and ufcful prefent. The 
principls of this art are defined b 
our author with admirable perfpi- 
culty, and elucidated by a number 
of engraved {ketches, which may 
be confidered * in the light of ma- 
theinatical diagrams.” But befide 
the rules for drawing caricatures, 
Mr. Grofe has enlivened his work 
by a number of fenfible, witty, and 
humorous remarks, which will af- 
ford much gratification not only to 
artifts, but to general readers, 

Mr. Parfons’s * Effays on Edu- 
cation,’’ are the productions of an 
enlightened and liberal mind, deli- 
vered in eafy and elegant language. 
The principal objeéts to which his 
attention is directed are, the influ- 
ence of government on fociety, 
compared with that of education ; 
public {chools ; the progreflive ad- 
vancement of knowledge and lite- 
rature; the inveftigation of genius ; 
and a propofal for eftablifhing a fe- 
minary for indigent. genius. On 
thefe different fubjects our author 
difcovers confiderable ingenuity, and 
an extenfive knowledge of the world, 


‘And although we cannot admit of 


all his pofitions, and entertain our 
doubts with refpe& to the applica- 
tion of fome of his principles, we 
think that his obfervations are high- 

ly deferving of public attention. 
Mrs. Bonhote’s “ Parental Mo- 
nitor,”’ in two volumes, contifts of 
a number of general obfervations, 
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which contain many excellent rules 
of condué& ; of poetry, of different 
kinds; and of a feleon of fables 
and adventures. In thefe little vo- 
lumes, inftruétion and amufement 
are happily blended together, and 
conveyed in neat and perfpicuous 
Janguage. And we think Mrs. Bon- 
hote entitled to the thanks of pa- 
rents and guardians of youth, for 
this ager and ufeful direétory, 
which was originally written for 
the inftruétion of her own children. 

© The Children’s Mifcellany,”’ 
fn three volumes, is, likewife, de- 
ferving of our recommendation, on 
account of its entertaining and in- 
ftructive tendency, It is compofed 
of a felection of the moft intereft- 
ing and improving hiftories, from 
different authors; and of a variety 
of obfervations replete with found 
fenfe and friendly advice, by which 
the rifing generation may be conti- 
derably benefitted. 

Dr. Seally’s «¢ Lady’s Encyclope-. 
dia,”’ in three volumes, is a work 
which the author has compiled with 
much induftry, though we cannot 
beftow on it the praife of accuracy 
and clegance. he firft volume 
gives an account of the lives and 
writings of poets, orators, legifla- 
tors, and philofophers. The fe- 
cond comprifes an Englifh gram- 
mar; atreatife on rhetoric and ora- 
tory; an abftract of the art of po- 
etry ; the Heathen mythology, with 
an epitome of Ovid’s Metamor- 
phofes; and a brief account of 
fome of the moft celebrated heroes 
and founders of empires. The 
third volume is appropriated to 
Geography, with a fhort introduc- 
tion to the Copernican fyftem. 


From this account of their contents, 
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our readers will cive, that 
thefe volumes will Prnith the i 


venile ftudent with much inftruétive 
and entertaining matter. But we 
think, that our author’s plan is ca- 
pable of confiderable improvement ; 
and that a careful review of his 
ftyle and phrafeology, would fug- 
geft to him feveral paflages, which 
are offenfive to liberality and good 
tafte. 


We fhall now clofe our hiftory 
of the Domeftic Literature of the 
year 1788, by mentioning the ti- 
tles of fome of the Novels and Ro- 
mances which, as ufual, have becy 
fufficiently numerous. 

In the lift of fuch as have been 
received with fuperior approbation, 
we may place * Arundel, by the 
Author of the Obferver;” * Em- 
meline; or, the Orphan of the Caf- 
tle, by Charlotte Smith;” “ The 
Exile, by Clara Reeve ;” “ He- 
loife, or the Siege of Rhodes ;” 
‘¢ Henry and Ifabeila;”’ ** The Half- 
pay Officer ;”? «+ Meliffa and Mar- 
cia ;”” “ The Inquifitor, or invifible 
Rambler, by Mrs. Rawfon ;” and 
‘* The amicable Quixote, or Enthu- 
fiafm of Friendfhip.’? In addition 
to thefe, we have feen the following 
names announced: * Fatal Follies ;” 
“ The Victim of Deception ;” 
‘s Features from Life ;” “ julia de 
Grammont ;” “ The Hittory of 
Lady Caroline Rivers, by Miis 
Todd ;” « Memoirs of the Mii: 
Holmfby’s, by Sarah E, Spencer ;”’ 
The Pupil of Adverfity ;”’ * Ot- 
wald’s Caftle ;” “ Emilia de St. 
Aubin ;” « The twin Sifters ;”’ 
‘* Eliza Acland ;’’ and “ The Ad- 
ventures of Chriftopher Curious,” 
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HEN we turn our atten- 

tion to Foreign Literature, 

the firft country, in point of order, 
whofe progrefs in ae attracts 
our notice, is Ruffia. Our com- 
munications from thence, however, 
are exceedingly imperfect. But we 
entertain hopes that, on a future oc- 
cafion, we thall be able to enter 
more particularly into the literary 
hiftory of a people, who are ambi- 
tious of rivalling their neighbours 
jn arts as well as arms. The ma- 
terials which we at prefent poffefs, 
enable us to lay before our readers, 
a more particular account of the 
firft volume of * Flora Roffica,”’ 
publithed at Peterfbugh,’ by M. 
Pallas, under the aufpices of Ca- 
tharine IJ. : a work which we barely 
announced in a former Regifter. 
The abilities of this indefatigable 
naturalift are fo generally known, 
that his name is fuflicient to attra¢t 
the attention of the learned world, 
to any publication of which he is 
the author. The plants which this 
volume defcribes, are thofe of the 
reateft part of the northern hemi- 

Riles of Ruffia in Europe; of 
Sonatas and Leffler Tartary; of 
Caucafus; and of the vaft extent 
of Siberia, with the iflands in the 
neighboushood of Kamtfchatka. 





In defcribing thefe plants, the au- 
thor follows no particular fyftem : 
he gives the genus of each with its 
indigenous f{pecies, beginning with 
chofe genera which contain trees 
and fhrubs. And of thofe which 
are not common to other countries, 
and which are rare, he has given 
accurate and beautiful engravings. 
Such of his obfervations as are moft 
curious, relate to the a@conomical 
ufes of the native plants, From 
the variety of climate, fituation, 
and foil, in the Ruffian empire, our 
readers will eafily form to them- 
felves an idea of the magnitude and 
importance of fuch an undertaking. 
From the abilities and induftry of 
M. Pallas, they may promife them- 
felves the higheft gratification. And 
from the liberality and {pirit with 
which the Emprefs patronifes all li- 
terary and {fcientific labours, they 
will readily credit the affertion of 
the author, that, confidering either 
the richnefs of the colleétion, or 
the fplendour of the work, it will 
be without a rival.—At Riga has 
appeared a “ Hiftory of the Slavery 
and Character of the Peafants in 
Livonia and Eftonia.” We are 
forry to remark, that the author 
of this anonymous publication at- 
tributes, with fome appearance of 
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reafon, the flavery of the peafants in 
thefe fertile and valuable diftricts, to 
the introdu¢tion of Chriftianity into 
their country, But itis C Chriftanity 
in a form, and with claims, which 
are abhorrent to the true genius of 
that religion. And we have no 
doubt, that with the extenfion of 
general knowledge, and of that li- 
beral {pirit which is the character- 
iftic ot the prefent times, the inha- 
bitants of thefe countries will, gra- 
dually, participate in the bleflings 
of civil and religious freedom. The 
emancipation of the flaves on the 
eftates of feveral of the Ruffian no- 
bility, and the amendment in their 
fituation, which was extended to 
Livonia and Eftonia, in 1762, will 
warrant us in indulging fuch an ex- 
pectation, — At Peterfburgh has 
been publithed “ A complete French 
and Ruffian Dictionary, by a So- 
ciety of Gentlemen, in two Vo- 
Jumes,” under the autpices of the 
Kmprefs of Ruffia. In this work 
the French words are taken from 
the laft edition of the French dic- 
tionary publifhed by the Academy 
of Sciences at Paris ; and the equi- 
valent Ruffian words, with fyno- 
nyms, are given on authority, and 
according to common ufage. This 
pian includes in it a variety of tech- 
nical terms in the arts and fciences, 
as well as in trade and commerce. 
Its importance and utility, there- 
fore, mauft be fulhiciently obvious : 
and it is.but juftice to olMerve, that 
it is conduéted in a manner that 
refleéts honour on thofe engaged 
init. It js with pleafure we learn, 
that the fame gentlemen intend 
to continue their labours, and to 
pudlith a Ruffian and French Dic- 
tionary, in two volumes; a Ger- 
man and Ruffian Dictionary, in 
three volumes; and a Ruffian 
and German Dictionary, alfo, in 
three volumes. .. There has likcwife 
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been publifhed, at the expence of 
prince Potemkin, to whom it js de 
dicated, a ** Tranflation of Viro 
Georgics into Gréek Hexam ay 
illuftr ated with a continued Com- 
mentary’? by M. Eugene de Bul- 
garis, at firft rector of the monaftery 
of mount Athos, and afterwards 
principal profeffor of the fciences, in 
the great patriarchal f{chool of Con- 
ftantinople. Such a work as this 
before us, is worthy of its illuttri- 
ous and liberal patron, who is a 
zealous cultivator of Greek litera- 
ture, and who is defirous of re- 
pe opling the cities which his fove- 
reign has acquired in the Crimea, 
fron thofe claffic countries whence 
they were colonifed in the times of 
the Grecian republics. —We ought 
s to clofe this i imper feét fketch of 
Ruffian literature, without announc. 
ing, that the Emprefs, with a truly 
liberal {pirit, has caufed an edition 
of the “ Koran’ to be printed, for 
the ufe of her Mahometan fubjects ; 
in the copying of which, the great- 
eft care has been taken, and the ut- 
moft attention paid to the beauty of 
the charaéter. 

In giving our hiftory of the lite- 
rature of Sweden, in our lait vo- 
lume, we intimated our hope, that 
we thould have it in our power, 
this year, to lay before our readers 
a more particular account ; M. de 


Mouradgea D’Ohilon’s Tableau 
generaje de - ‘Empire Cees” 
the propot als for the pr ulication of 


which work we had then fren. And 
it is with pleaiure that we can now 
declare, that the fanguine expecta- 
tions which we hid formed, have 
been abundantly gratified by the 
publication of the firit volume of 
that iplendid work. This volume 
coatains the firft fection, and the 
firft three books of the fecond fec- 
tion of the religious code: the fe- 


cond volume is intended to — 
this 
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this part of the work. The code 
is divided into three portions, the 
dogmatical, the ritual, and the mo- 
ral. It is the work of the ancient 
Mahometan dottors, and is founded 
firft on the Koran; fecondly, on 
the oral laws of Mahomet; thirdly, 
on the decifions of his difciples, 
and, particularly, of the fit tour 
caliphs ; and, fourthly, on the opi- 
nions of the imans. This code 
forms their criminal and civil laws ; 
and is, indeed, almoft the whole of 
their jurifprudence. The firft fec- 
tion contains the dogmatical code, 
which includes an account of the 
cofmogony of the Mahometans ; 
their traditions refpecting the ear- 
lieft ages; their refpect for the pa- 
triarchs and prophets, and their 
particular veneration for the perfon 
of Jefus Chrift. The three books 
of the fecond feétion explain the 
ritual part of their religious code, 
refpecting purification, prayer, and 
the eleemofynary tythe. ‘This vo- 
lume concludes with a defcription 
of the temples, and the buildings 
round the mofques ; the public libra- 
ries conneéted with them ; {chools, 
hofpitals, colleges, and the various 
foundations which form parts of 
religious inftitutions. In fuch an 
enquiring age as the prefent, au- 
thentic information refpeéting a na- 
tion whofe political connection with 
the Chriftian powers is becoming 
daily more interefting, muft be par- 
ticularly defirable. And of fuch 
information, M. D’Ohffon’s work 
is the moft valuable and curious 
depofitary to which we can have 
recourfe. We ought alfo to men- 
tion, that, independently of the 
fidelity with which it is executed, 
it is entitled to diftinguifhed praife 
for its typographical excellences, 
and the numerous beautiful plates by 
which it is ornamented; fome of 
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which have been copied from a cu- 
rious collection of paintings in the 
poileiiion of the Ottoman court, 
and others taken from drawings on 
the fpot, by Grecian and Kuropean 
artifts. “The information and enter- 
tainment which we have derived 
from ‘this volume, lead us impati- 
ently to expect the completion of 
our author’s undertaking. — At 
Stockholm, and at Gripfwald, pro- 
feflor Gatebuch has publifhed, in 
two parts, ** The political State of 
Swedifh Pomerania.’? This work 
will be found interefting and inftruc- 
tive to writers on p Pical avcono- 
my. It contains a fhort hiftory of 
general politics; the natural hif- 
tory and geography of the coun- 
try; its population; the clafles of 
the inhabitants; their rights; the 
political regulations Be to 
them; the prefent ftate of their 
{chools and ftudies; their civil, 
eclefiafiical, military, and a@conomi- 
cal conttitution ; the connection of 
the country with Sweden, the em- 
pire, its neighbours, and other 
jtates. — The “New Tranfactions 
of the Royal Swedifl Academy tor 
the Year 1786,” contain a variety 
of papers in pure mathematics, 
aftronomy, natural hiftory, and 
chemiftry. Of thefe the moft va- 
luable and interefting are the arti- 
cles in the departments of mathe- 
matics and natural hiftory. A- 
mong the names of the contribut- 
ors to this volume, we find thofe of 
M. Charles Wilcke, the late M. 
Scheele, M. Hagftram, M. Thun- 
berg, M. Letonmark, M. Modcer, 
M. Blom, M. Mallett, M. Nord- 
mark, and M. C. Hellenius.—Dr, 
Sparmann, prefident of the Royal 
Academy of Sciences at Stockholm, 
has publifhed the fecond and the 
third fafciculi of his {plendid *“ Col- 
leétion of rare Birds in the Poflef- 
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fion of Mr. Guftavus Carlfon, Se- 
cretary of State to his Swedifl Ma- 
iefty,”’ which contain fufficient evi- 
dences of the fame minute atten- 
tion, and exact fcientific knowledge, 
as were difplayed in the firft num- 
ber. Each of thefe fafciculi con- 
fifts of twenty-five plates, coloured 
from nature, and accompanied with 
fuitable defcriptions. — The lovers 
of natural hiftory will, likewife, be 

lad of the information that M. 
Adams Afzelius, and M. Nic. Sam. 
Swederus, at Upfal, are publifhing 
an abridgment of the baron de 
Geer’s valuable, but voluminous 
work “ On Infeéts,’’? which is be- 
come exceedingly fearce. This edi- 
tion, to the improvement of which 

rofeffor Thunberg has p:omifed 
Bis affiftance, is to be pnblifhed in 
the Latin language. It js to con- 
fift of twenty-four numbers, in 
which will be given 338 plates ; 
and to be completed before the end 
of the year 1799. 

Our hiftory of Danifh Literature 
commences with a work which has 
been long expected by the learned 
world: * The Four Gofpels, in 
Greek, with various Readings, trom 
the MSS. of the Vatican, Barberi- 
ni, Laurentian, Vienna, Efcuriai, 
and Copenhagen Libraries; to 
which are added, Lections trom the 
Svriac, Ancient, Philoxenian, and 
Jerufalem Verfions; publifhed by 
Andrew Birch, by the Command, 
and at the Expence of the King.” 
The prolegomena of the editor 
contain a general account of the 
Greek MSS. uled for this work, 
amounting to 127 innumber. Of 
thefe, ten only have becn whally 
collated; ten almoft wholly, par- 
ticularly with refpect to controvert- 
ed patlages; and the reft only in 
felect places of importance. The 
text which is here given, is that of 
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the third edition of Stephanus ; 
and the various readings are at the 
bottom of the page. When we 
confider the value and importance 
of the MSS. which have been col. 
lated by Mr. Birch, and the parti- 
cular attention and care with which 
he has collated the famous Vatican 
manufeript, and the Cod. Vindobon. 
already known to the learned world 
by the edition of Alter, from which 
the greater part of the various read- 
ings which he gives us are taken, 
we congratulate the biblical fcholar 
on the poffeflion of fuch rich mate- 
rials for f{criptural criticifm., And 
we think it greatly to the honour of 
the king of Denmark, that he has 
granted the moft liberal fupport to 
fuch an undertaking, and enabled 
the editor to lay it before the pub- 
lic with uncommon recommenda- 
tions of typographical elegance and 
magnificence. — At Kiel has been 
publifhed “A new Verfion of Ifaiah, 
with Notes, by Chr. Gotthilf Hen- 
fler,extraordinary Profeflor of Theo- 
logy at Kiel;”” which, befide a 
judicious feleétion from the labours 
of Michaelis, Doederlein, and 
Lowth, contains a variety of excel- 
lent remarks by the author, that 
will be found of confiderable fer- 
vice in elucidating the language of 
the prophet. —Profeflor Jehne, at 
Altona, has alfo added his name to 
the numerous lift of feripture com- 
meniators, by his treatife “ On the 
Refurrection of the Flefh, being an 
Interpretation of the fifteenth Chap- 
ter of the firft Epiftle to the Co- 
rinthians.”” What is moft remark- 
able in this work is, the fenfe which 
he gives to the third and fourth 
verfes, in which he confiders Paul 
as referring, not to the books of 
the Old Teftament, but to different 
lives of Jefus already written, which, 
he thinks, would be no finall aig 
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of the authenticity of the faét.—At 
Copenhagen, Mr. Munther has pub- 
lifhed ‘* Fragments of the Greek 
Fathers, with Notes.”? The greater 
art of thefe Fragments the editor 
ne taken from a manufcript in the 
Bibliotheca Corfinia, which he ima- 
gines to be one of Fogyinius. The 
remainder are from various manu- 
fcript catenz from different poets, 
hiftorians, and philofophers. Mr. 
Munther’s labours have been com- 
ared to fmall gleanings, after a 
full harveft which has been reaped 
by thofe writers who preccded him. 
—The “ Edda, or the Ancient My- 
thology, confifting of Songs col- 
lected by Samund, in the eleventh 
Century,”’ which we mentioned laft 
year to have been publifhed with 
other curious remains extracted 
from the Magnan Legacy, is a 
work that will be received with fach 
pleafure by the admirers of north- 
ern literature, that we are happy 
in being able to lay fome farther 
account of it before our readers, 
This publication confifts of thirteen 
poems. The moft probable account 
concerning their antiquity is, that 
neither ** Semund, nor any other 
Icelander was the real author of 
them, one or two fongs excepted, 
but that they were compofed by va- 
rious perfons, and at different times, 
in praife of their gods and heroes, 
and firft brought into Iceland by 
the Norwegian colonitts, and o- 
thers; where, at length, after the 
ufe of letters became known, (which 
was was not till the Chriftian reli- 
gion prevailed), they were written 
from memory by thofe who had 
learned them of others.’? In the 
preface to thefe poems, the editors 
and tranflators give an account of 
the ancient northern mythology, as 
contained in the Edda, comparing 
it with that of the Grecks and Ro- 
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mans, and ftating its importance 
and utility towards underftanding 
the poetry, hiftory, and philofophy 
of the country. This part of the 
work is exceedingly curious, and 
will amply gratify the attentive 
reader. To this fucceeds the Life 
of Semund, by Arnas Magneus, 
which treats chiefly of the different 
works of that learned and re{pec&- 
able author. The editors of this 
work, are entitled to the higheft 
praife for the accuracy and atten- 
tion which are difcoverable in every 
part, and for the gloflary, various 
readings, and notes, as well as the 
learned and entertaining preface 
with which they have illuftrated it. 
The pleafure which the reader will 
receive from the perufal of it, mutt 
make him anxious to become pot- 
fefled of the other publications, un- 
der the infpeétion of the fame gen- 
tlemen, on different fubjects of Teu- 
tonic literature.—At Copenhagen 
there has alfo been publifhed, «A 
View of the ancient Colleétion of 
MSS. in the King’s great Library, 
by John Erichfen, a Lord of the Ex- 
chequer, firft Librarian to his Ma- 
jefty,” which is an acceptable pre- 
fent to the republic of letters, and 
will prove particularly ufeful to the 
Scandinavian votaries of {cience— 
Mr. Thorkelin has tranflated and 
publifhed, at the requeft and ex- 
pence of M. P. F. Suiim, “ A Hif- 
tory of the Eyrani,’” inhabitants of 
a particular diftrict in Iceland. Ot 
this work, we have, as yet, met 
only with a very fhort and imper- 
fect account. We can, therefore, 
only excite the curiofity of our 
readers, by informing them, that it 
relates the exploits of the Norwe- 
gian adventurers, who made them- 
felves mafters of Eirarfveit, Alpta- 
fiord, and Breidavick, at Cape Sna- 
fell. Thofe events took place in 
the 
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the tenth century; and the hiftory 
of them, which Mr. Thorkelin has 
tranflated, appears to have been 
written early in the thirteenth cen- 
turv.— To the lovers of Geogra- 
shical fcience, the “ Letters from 

. C, de la Roche-Gallichon, pro- 
vincial Counfellor to his Danifh Ma- 
jefty, to the Author of the Political 
Journal, concerningthe late Difco- 
very of Old Groe nt. ind, and of the 
North-weft P affage Ww hich muft natu- 
rally follow from it,’ ’ will afford con- 
fiderable ¢ ntertainment, as the inge - 
nious author difcuffes the fubjects 
mentioned in the title, and feveral o- 
ther articles, ina manner that 1s ex- 
tremely interefting. — The natural 
hiftorian will, like wile, receive with 

leafure, anew edition of the firft vo- 
po of O. F. Muller’s ** Danifh 
Zoology, or Hiftory and Figures of 
the moft r: re, or leatt known, Ani- 
mals of Denmark and Norway,” by 
the brother of the author. In this e- 
dition we have a defcription of the 
different animals, in Latin, Danfke, 
or German, with their fynonvms, 
common names, and dimenfions. 
And the mechanical part of the 
work is executed in a manner that 
does the greateft honour to the Da- 
nifh nation. 

The materials which we have been 
able to collet for the hiftory of the 
literature of the United Provinces, 
during the year 1788, are exceed- 
ingly feanty. This circumftance, 
our readers will naturally attribute to 
the great political events which have 
fo lat ly engroffed the attention of 
the inhabitants, and interrupted 
their literary ftudies. We have, 
notwithftanding, met with a few 
publications, in the different de- 
partments of fcience, which deferve 
to be honourably mentioned. The 
eighth volume of “ Prize Differta- 
tions, relative to natural and re- 


vealed Religion, publifhed by Tey- 
ler’s Theological Society of Haar- 
lem,” is in this number. The de- 
fign of the four diflertations, of 
which this volume confifts, is to 
fhew the unreafonablenefs of indif- 
ference with refpeét to religious 
truths, and to give direétions for 
uniting zeal with prudence in the 
defence of truth. On this ful ject, 
the differtation written by M. Jax 
Kops, theological ftudent at Am- 
fterdam, and now minifter among 
the Anabaptifts at Leyden, was 
deemed worthy of the gold medal 
One principal defign of M. ors 
is, to combat an opinion of MM. 
Steinbart, that Chiftian minifters 
are to conform to the eftablifhed 
formularies and ufages of their 
church, and join in the fuperttitious, 
antiquated, or ufelefs ceremonies 
practifed in it, though they are 
convinced of the falfenefs of the 
do¢trines contained in fuch confef- 
fions of faith, and of the bad ten- 
dency of fuch ceremonies. The 
reafons which have been urged 
favour of this opinion, our author 
oppofes with great fpirit and force 
of argument, and points out their 
pernicious tendenc yv. Healfo proves, 
with equal force, that S naactes 
and confeffions of faith, neceflarily 
lead to indifference ; and concludes 
with fome excellent obfervations on 
the method of removing two of the 
principal obftructions to im| partial 
enquiry, and rational con vidtion, 
vize human authority and p: ‘eju- 
dice. It is not eafy to {peak too 
highly of this ingenious and ufeful 
paper. The fecond differtation is 
by the rev. Hendrick Van Vox yrft, 
minifter among the Anabaptifts at 
Ooftzaandam. This fenfible au- 
thor, after pointing out the unrea- 
fonablenefs of indifference, from the 
nature of man, the eoodnefs and 
mercy 
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mercy of God, and from its perni- 
cious effects on focial and civil life, 
delivers a number of admirable di- 
re€tions for uniting prudence with 
geal in the defence of truth, A- 
mong the reft we have been parti- 
cularly pleafed with the liberal fpi- 
rit which dictated the following : 
that we muft not impute to any, 
confequences which they themfelves 
do not admit; that in prov ing doc- 
trines from {fcripture, we mutt; make 
ufe of plain clear paflages, the fenfe 
of which agrees with the analogy of 
{cripture, ond not of detached ob- 
fcure texts, which men nay tor- 
ture according to their fancies ; and 
thet we mutt avoid uncharitable 
judgments of others, merely becaufe 
they differ from us, bec aufe differ- 
ences of opinion are unavoidable. 
The author of the third diflerta- 
tion, which is written in Latin, is 
the rev. W. Brown, D. D. minifter 
of the Englifh church, and proteffor 
of moral philofophy, in the univer- 
fity of Utrecht. This diflertation 
is ingenious, elegant, animated, and 
highly polithed ; and will add a 
frefh fprig to the laureis which 
Dr. Brown has already acquired es 
a theological writer. The laft dif- 
fertation in this volume is by the 
rev. Jacob Kniper, minifter — 
the Anabaptitts at Deventer. Afte 
refcuing thofe from the charge of in- 
difference, who will not attach them- 
felves to any human fyftems, but who 
only believe fo far as, after due ex- 
amination, they are convinced, and 
thofe who allow to others au unre- 
{trained freedom of fentiment, our 
author very fatisfactorily fhews, th:t 
the principal fources of inc differen ¢ 
are, want of Choe an opinion 
of being already in ‘poll ffion of the 
truth; that the Su ipreme Being 1s 
indifferent whether mankind em- 
brace truth or error; and that reli- 
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gion is of no importance, or that 
no religion is true. We have been 
the more particular in endeavour- 
ing to convey to our readers the 
fubftance of thefe differtations, on 
account of the vaft j importance of 
the fubjeét which they difeuf. And 
we cannot take leave of them with- 
out exprefling our firm and pleafing 
conviction, that the excellent infti- 
tution which gave rife to them, by 
affording encouragement to eens 
and enterprize, will prove of effen- 
tial fervice to the caufe of truth and 
¢ hriftianity., ~ At Utrecht bas been 
publithed “ Ad Effay towards a ge- 
neral Knowledge of Charaéters, bv 
W. A. Ockerfe, Minifter at Wowk 
by Duurftle.””. This curious and 
phil lofophical performance, which is 
intended to reduce the fubjeét of cha. 
racters to a regular fyitem, is intro- 
duced by four prelimi inary fections, 
to which the author hes prefixe d the 
titles Man, Character, Knowledge of 
Cc haraGter, and, True ov Probable. 
In illuftrating this fubjeét, he difco- 
vers vreat acutenc{s and penetration, 
and offers a number of judicious 
and fenfible remarks. But as we 
are only in pofleffion of a art of 
his plan, we will not a r upon our- 
{elves to determine how far it is 
calculated to f « ‘lita ite our acquaint- 
ance with this important and inter- 
efting branch of moral feience. On 
a future occafion, if the author Pr. 
ceeds, accora ing to his promife, to 
lay be! ore the public a continuation 
of his difeuflions, we may be able to 
form a more accurate judgment of his 
2 grate eighth volume of the 
* Tranfactions of the Batavian So- 
ciety at Kotterdarn,’ ’ contains anac- 
count of the trenfactions of the focie- 
ty froin Auguft 17%; to Auguft 1787 
and three prize differtations, The 
fir(t of thee differtations is by Dr. 
Van Marum, and M. A. Pacts Van 
Troott- 
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Troottwyk, in anfwer to the quef- 
tions, “* what is the nature of the 
feveral noxious vapours arifing from 
marfhy ground, mud, _neceflary- 
houfes, common- fewers, hofpitals, 
&c. and what are the moft effica- 
cious means of preventing or mi- 
tigating their pernicious effects, 
and of recovering thofe who are 
fuffocated by them.” The fe- 
cond differtation is by M. Van 
Trooftwyk and Dr. Deiman, on the 
variations which take place in the 
electricity of the atmofphere ; the 
difeafes in which electricity may be 
of fervice ; and the beft methods’of 
applying it. The third diflertation 
by M. Hendrick Verhees, is on the 
expediency and advantages of a ca- 
from Bois-le-Duc to Tongres. 
The firft and fecond of thefe differ- 
tations contain a number of fenfible 
and judicious obfervations, in an- 
fwer to the queftion which occa- 
fioned them; but they have been 
anticipated by different writers in 
this country, as well asin France.— 
The twenty-fifth volume of the 
«* Memoirs publifhed by the Philo- 
fophical Society at Haarlem,’ con- 
tains different valuable papers un- 
der the heads of Medicine and Na- 
tural Philofophy, by J. Veirac, 
M. D. the abbé Paul Frifi, and Ja- 
cob Van Breda, M. D. But the 
moft curious piece in this volume is 
a memoir on the following queftion, 
«* what muft be thought of thet gra- 
dation, which many philofophers, 
both ancient and modern, have fup- 
— to take place among natural 
ings ; and what degree of certain- 
ty can we acquire concerning the 
reality of this gradation, and the 
order which nature obferves in it? 
By J. de Luc, reader to the queen 
of Great Britain.’’ It is impoffible 
for us to follow our author through 
the various fteps to which that dif- 
ficult and complicate queftion led 
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him. But we cannot refrain from 
giving our readers the refult of his 
obfervations and arguments, which 
is, that there exifts one Firft Caufe 
of all; that the univerfe created 
by him i is compofed of diftin& be. 
ings, which may be diftributed into 
the two grand claffes of inanimate 
and fenfitive, relative to each other, 
as the means to the end; that the 
harmony of the whole is effected, 
neither by continuity, nor by infen- 
fible gradation, but by perceptible 
diftances of place and aétions, and 
by an abfolute difference between 
the feveral fpecies of beings.— At 
Amfterdam, Mr. Chriftian Sepp has 
begun the publication of a work in 
entomology, entitled, ‘* The Won- 
ders of God contemplated, in the 
moft minute Creatures; or the In- 
fects of the Netherlands, defcribed 
from his own Obfervation, exactly 
drawn from the Life, engraved and 
coloured.’’ As far as the author has 
proceeded in his defign, he has ex- 
ecuted it with unexampled accuracy 
and beauty. ‘This obfervation we 
confine to his figures: in his de- 
{cription he has but a finall claim 
on our commendation. The effays 
of which this volume confifts, are 
limited to the clafs of lepidoptera, 
diftinguifhed, for the moft part, by 
the names of Linnzus, and the cha- 
racteriftics of Rofel.— At the Hague 
has been publifhed a tranflation of 
a Rufhan work on * the Natural 
Hittory of Crim Tartary ; intended 
as a Continuation of the Difcoveries 
made by feveral learned Travellers 
in Ruffia and Perfia.”” The original 
of this work was publifhed by the 
Academy of Sciences at Peterfburgh, 
with the view, not only of deferib- 
ing the country, but of — 
out, in a fcientific manner, the mo 
tag means of improving it. 
rom the perufal of this book, we 
can petlle: our readers much fatis- 


faction, 








| 
| 
: 
| 
| 











é 
fi 
& 





lt aah alee illness 


FOREIGN LITERATURE. 


faction, as it contains an authentic 
and interefting account of a cotin- 
try little known, and which is like- 
ly to become the object of general 
attentiou.—At the Hague alfo has 
appeared, in the Latin language, 
« The Hiftory of his own Times, 
by C. Guf. Shultz a Afftherade,”’ 
formerly envoy from the court of 
Denmark to the States General. 
The principal object of the author 
is, to defcribe the events and cha- 
racters which were moft remarkable 
and confpicuous during the famous 
feven years war, which was termi- 
nated by the peace of 1763. With 
thefe our readers we fo well ac- 
quainted, that they will not expect 
much information from the volume 
before uses In his ftvle, M. Shultz 
is not an unfuccefsful imitator of 
Tacitus.—Baron Meerman’s * Ac- 
count of Great Britain and Ireland,”’ 
is a performance which may prove 
interefting to thote foreigners who 
potfefs but indifferent information 
re{pecting the ftate and fituation of 
thefe iflands. What has principally 
engaged our notice, as E nglifhmen, 
is the account of our criminal ju- 
dicature, and his comparifon of it 
with that of the Dutch. But ad- 
mitting that it is diftinguifhed by 
all the imperfections which he points 
out, we cannot concur with him in 
giving the preference to that of our 
neighbours.—At Leyden M. Dav. 
Ru he ikenius has publithe d * The 
Metamorphofes of — with 
all the Notes of P. Colvius, J. Wo- 
wer, G. Stewfch, G. Elmenhorft, 
and others, and the unpublifhed 
Remarks of F. Oudendorp.”” This 
claflical performance muft meet with 
the encouragement of the learned 
world, when it is confidered, that 
befide. the advantages it poffeffes 
from the obfervations of the other 
commentators, the celebrated Ou- 
dendorp was employed near thirty 
1788. 
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years on the works of this author. 
Should the editor’s reafonable ex- 
pectations be anfwered, he intends 
to publifh the other works of Apu- 
leius. —The lovers of claffical litera- 
ture will alfo meet with an accept- 
able addition to the number of claf- 
fical writers in the * Remarks on 
Martial’s Epigrams, with Obferva- 
tions on fome other Poets, in which 
different Paflages are examined and 
amended, by Ant. de Rooy, pub- 
lifhed at Harderwyck. ‘ 

The firft place in our account of 
German Literature, we {hall affign 
to “The New Teftament in Greek, 
with varivus readings, by Profeflor 
F.C. Alter,”? in two volumes. In 
this work we have ample teftimony 
to the induftry of the learned pro- 
feffor, who has carefully coll: wet no 
lefs than thirty manutcripts: nine- 
teen for the gofpels, and eleven for 
the remaining books. ‘The well- 
known character of the author, and 
the value of the manufcript from 
which this copy is taken, will fe- 
cure it a favourable reception with 
biblical icholars. — At Gottingen, 
Profeflor Michaelis has publithed a 
fourth edition of his ** Introduction 
to the divine Scriptures of the New 
Teftament.””. We mention it in 
this place, on account of the nu- 
merous additions and correétions 
which the author has introduced ; 

which are of fuch importance as en- 
tirely to fuperfede the value of the 
former editions. With this excel- 
lent work we fhould be glad to be- 
come acquaiated in an Engliih drefs. 

— At Hamburgh and Leipfic, a 
philofophical work has been pub- 
ifhed, in a very large octavo vo- 
lume, the title of which fulficiently 
explains its defign, and will futhci- 
ently fatisfy the curiofity of many 
of our readers. It is called “ An 
Expofition of the myftical Meaning 
of the Song of Solomon, in which 
¥ 2 1S 
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is fhewn, that the Song of Songs 
contains the Church Hiftory of the 
Old and New Teftament, and alfo 
the true Way tothe myftical Union 
of the Soul with God.” — At Rin- 
telen, an-ufefu! periodical publica- 
tion appears weekly, under the di- 
rection of M. Haflencamp, entitled 
«¢ Annals of Theological Literature, 
and Modern Ecclefiaftical iiftory.”’ 
Should this werk be carried an with 
the fame ability and impartiality 
which have diftinguifhed the earli- 
eft numbers, it may prove of effen- 
tial fervice in diffufing knowledge 
and liberality throughout the Ger- 
man empire; at leaft through fuch 

rts of it as are protetiant.—But 
the labours of the German writers 
in the department now under confi- 
deration, have not been confined to 
Philology. They have come forwards, 
likewife, with zeal and with ability, 
in the defence of Divine Revelation. 
Among other works, ‘“* The true 
Nature of the Propagation of the 
Chriftian Religion, and its Weight 
as an Argument in Support of that 
Religion, confidered, by J. Balth. 
Liidiwehd Helmftadt,’”’ is a fenfi- 
ble and ufeful performance. The 
reader will learn from oar liberal 
author, net to place an improper 
ftrefs on fuch arguments 1n fa- 
vour of his religion, as are of a fe- 
condary clafs only ; and to eftimate 
their real weight and import- 
ance. He will alfo be fhewn the 
abfurdity, while we attribute the 
encouragement of Chriftiany to a 
Divine fuperintendance, of reject- 
ing the blades of fecondary caufes. 
—At Leipfic there has been pub- 
hifhed ** A Philofophico-Theological 
Diflertation on the Importance of 
the Chriftian Religion, with refpeét 
to the Doctrine of the Immortality 
of the Soul,” which, by implica- 
tion, fatisfactorily eftablifhes the 
authenticity of Chriftianity on its 
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merits with regard to this do@rine. 
In the courfe of his reafoning, the 
author of this treatife, in a mafterly 
manner, appreciates the arguments 
of philofophy on this fubject, in 
ancient and modern times, as well 
as the dottrine of the Old Tefta- 
tament; both which he contrafts 
with the evidence under the new 
difpenfation, in a manner that is 
judicious and pleafing.—The firft 
volume of *“ The Moral Syftem of 
Chriftianity, by F. Volemar Rein- 
hard, Profeffor of Theology in the 
Univerfity of Wittenberg,” is de- 
voted to an examination of the fa- 
culties of man, and the depravation 
of thofe faculties. After this, the 
author proceeds to enquire what 
man is capable of doing,sand what 
he ought todo; whence he deduces 
an explanation of the idea of per- 
fection, as required by Chriftianity. 
In a fubfequent volume he promites 
to confider by what means this per- 
fection is to be attained, and in 
what manner the improvement of 
the mind is to be effected. The 
accounts which the foreign journal- 
tits give of this work, ftate it to be 
a very valuable and important one, 
and they alfo {peak in high terms 
of its charms of compofition. ~ At 
Brunfwick, Mr. E. Chr. Trapp has 
publifhed an admirable treatife ‘*On 
the Authority of Proteftant Princes, 
in Matters of Faith,’? in which, 
with incontrovertible arguments, 
and in neat and animated language, 
he has fecured to himfelf genuine 
honours, as the champion of religi- 
ous liberty. This work has appear- 
ed in its prefent form, in confe- 
quence of a late ediét of the 
king of Pruffia, unfavourable to 
freedom of enquiry, whieh is as im- 
politic as it is iliberal.—At Leiphic 
M. J. Sal. Semler has publithed 
“ New Attempts at illuftrating the 
facred Hiftory of the firtt . of 
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Chriftianity.”” In the progrefs of 
his argument he thews, that in tak- 
ing a view of thofe ancient times, 
Proteftants, as well as Catholics, 
have paid too great attention to au- 
thority, and too little to reafon. 
And he contends, that in ftudying 
facred hiftory, to arrive at truth, it 
is neceflary to attend to the genius 
and ftudies of men; to confider by 
whom, and for whofe ufe, any an- 
cient hiftory was committed to me- 
mory; and that the fame a¢tion 
might be confidered and related in 
a different point of view, according 
to the nature of time and place, the 
degree of the narrator’s underftand- 
ing, or the end he had principally 
propofed, In this excellent volume 
we meet with a number of liberal 
and judicious obfervations which 
richly deferve the confideration of 
ecclefiaftical writers. And we think, 
that an attention to them would 
not prove of differvice to the hofts 
of theological combatants who are 
embattled in our own country.— At 
Leipfic, there have alfo been publith- 
ed, *¢ Moral Difcour‘es, by Charles 
Henry Schmidt, preached at Clofter- 
berg ;?* « Sermons on Natural Re- 
ligion, by J. G. Merezoll ;”” and 
*¢ Sermons to Courtiers and Statef- 
men, by M. Peterfen, Preacher to 
the Court ;”’ which are {- id to pof- 
fefs diftinguifhed merit as pulpit 
compofitions.—At Munfter, a vo- 
lume of Sermons has been publifh- 
ed, by M. Herft, canon of the ca- 
thedral church of St. John, at Ofna- 
burgh; and another volume at 
Giefen, by Dr. Lobftein.—* An At- 
tempt at the Explanation of the 
Philofophy of the moft ancient 
Times ; by Leberecht Pleffling, Phi- 
lofophical Profeffor at Duyfbourg,”’ 
is a learned and ingenious perform- 
ance, in which the author examines 
the metaphyfical fyitem of Plato, 
who confidered matter as uncreated, 


receiving its form only from God, 
which he fhews to have been the 
doctrine of the remoteft anti- 
uity.—The “ General Hiftory of 
hilofophy, by Aug. Eberhard, 
Profeffor of Philofophy at Halle, 
and Affociate of the Academy at Bers 
lin, &c.”” gives an accurate deferip- 
tion of the progreffive increafe of 
{cience, from its firft dawning to its 
prefent fate. A work of this na- 
ture, executed by a perfon who is 
himfelf pofl2id of the true fpirit 
of philofophy, will be received with 
pleafure by every man of fciance. 
And we can affure our readers, that 
the author has been indefatigable in 
obtaining the beft materials for his 
work, having had recourfe tothe foun- 
tains whence the philofophy of eve- 
ry people and every age have flowed. 
In pure Mathematics, M. Abel 
Buria, mathematical profeflor at 
Berlin, has publifhed a very value 
able work, in two volumes, entitled 
* An eafy Method of learning trane 

fcendent Geometry, or the Theor 
of Curves.”? The reputation which 
owr author has already eftablifhed 
by his treatifes on Algel ra, and on 
the elements of Geometry, will fuf+ 
ficiently recommend thefe volumes 
to the mathematical ftudent.—The 
intention of M. Fred. Aug. Schmel- 
zer’s treatife ** On the Probability 
of Life, and its public Application, 
&c.”’ is to difpute the claim to the 
invention of that theory, on behalf 
of the ancients. M. Graum, who 
lived about the middle of the laft 
century, was fuppofed to be the 
firft who calculated the probabili- 
ties of life from the bills of mor- 
tality. Our author, however, af- 
ferts, that the Romans, in the third 
century, were not unacquainted with 
this fcience. And he fupports this 
affertion by 2 calculation from Ul- 
pian, which is found to agree with 
modern ones.— The * New Aftro- 
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nomical Difcaveries, by J. Schroe- 
ter, grand Bailiff of the King of 
England, at Lilienthal,”’ publifhed 
at rhin, by ]. Ellert Bode, con- 
fift of a number of curious and in- 
terefting obfervations on the planet 
Jupiter; the changes which take 
place in its belts; and on feveral 
fpots, fome dark, and others re- 
markably luminous, which he dif- 
covered in them, at different times. 
To thefe obfervations M. Schroeter 
has added a defcription and plate of 
his feven feet telefcope, made by 
Herfchel; a lamp-micrometer, in- 
vented by the fame gentleman; an 
inftrument for tracing the {pots of 
the fun and moon; remarks on the 
{pots of the moon, and the height 
of its mountains, and on the ditks 
of the fun and moon, which are 
calculated to throw confiderable light 
on aftronomical fcience.—The Ber- 
lin * Aftronomical Ephemeris, for 
the Year, 1788,’” among a variety 
of important articles, contains an 
account of a difcovery of fome ma- 
nufcripts of the celebrated Harriot, 
at Petworth. And it will give plea- 
fure to the learned world to be in- 
formed, that from thefe Mr. Zach 
on to publifh a critical and 
iterary life of that great aftrono- 
mer and mathematician.—At Leip- 
fic has been publifhed a collection 
of * Scheele’s Chemical and Phyfi- 
cal Traéts, tranflated into Latin, 
by M. Schater ;’” among which are 
that ingenious chemift’s eflavs on 
air and fire, and the formation of 
water. Thefe tracts are prefaced 
by fome fenfible and ufc ful obferva- 
tions of M. Hebenftreit, the editor. 

Among the authurs who have 
contributed to the extenfion of Na- 
tural Knowledge in Germany, we 
muit place M. de Moll, who has 
publifhed at Saltfburgh, ‘+ Philofo- 
phieal and Oecconomical Memoirs 
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of High Germany.” “This volume 
is principally employed in enquir- 
ing into the value of lands in the 
mountainous parts of the country, 
particularly in the county of Salrf- 
burgh ; and in obfervations on the 
mines in that diftri€t.—To the fame 
clais are we to refer, ** Sketches of 
the Natural Hiftory of the Coun- 
try of Mentz, by M. Nau,” in 
which the author gives an accurate 
defcription of the fithes, amphibia, 
and birds of that country ; and the 
** Sketches of the Natural Hiftory 
of the Duchy of Wirtemberg, ac- 
cording to the Courfe of its Rivers, 
and theCountries throughwhichthey 
tlow,”’ by M. Roefler, which are 
chiefly occupied by an account of 
the falt works of Sultz, an exami- 
nation of the fulphur waters of 
Schwennigen, and the turf in the 
neighbourhood of the fource of the 
Necker.—Mr. Fortter’s “* Enchiri- 
don of Natural Hiftory,”’ publifhed 
at Halle, is an introductory man- 
nual for the ufe of the ftudents of 
the Linnazan fyftem, felected from 
the moft approved authors. 

Among the Hiftorical produc- 
tions which have appeared in Ger- 
many, during the year 1788, * The 
Hiftory of the Hraelites tothe Time 
of Cyrus, &c.; to which is added, 
the ancient Hiftory of the Affyrians, 
Medes, Babylonians, &c. by Theo- 
dore James Ditmar, Geographical 
and Hittorical Profeffor at Berlin,” 
is a fentible and an original work, 
from which the learned author will 
derive no fmall fhare of reputation. 
A principal part of his defign 1s, 
to refute the attack on the Hebrews, 
by the anonymous author of the 
Guelpherbytan fragments, and to 
prove, that the fcriptures are at 
leaft equally deferving of credit, in 
what relates to oriental hiftory, with 


Ctefias and Herodotus. This task 


we 
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we think, he has fuccefsfully per- 
formed. But we do not always 
concur with him in the fuppofitions 
on which he reafons; and in the 
great ftrefs which he lays on etymo- 
logy. —*“* The political Hiftory of 
the Kingdoms of Bofhia and Kama, 
from the Year 867-to «741, by 
Max. Schimeck, Vienna,”’ contains 
an accurate account of countries, 
which have been overlooked, or but 
flightly attended to by general hifs 
torians. This circumftance mutt be 
attributed to its true caufe, the want 
of neceflary and authentic docu- 
ments. On this account M. Schi- 
meck’s work is particularly valuable, 
as he has been permitted to fearch 
the archives and libraries of the 
court of Vienna ; and as M. Jenifth 
has compared his account with ‘the 
Turkifh annals of Rayma, printed 
at Conftantinople.—At Erfurt have 
been publithed, “ Remarks on Ruf? 
fia, relating to the Sciences, Arts, 
Religion, &c. of that Country, with 
an Account of the Dogmas and 
Cuftoms of the Ruffian Church,” 
which appear to be dictated by a 
thorough knowledge of that coun- 
try, and to convey to the reader 
afeful information, as well as fome 
curious and entertaining anecdotes. 
—The “ Fragments of original 
Letters from Madame Charlotte- 
Elizabeth of Bavaria, Widow of 
Monfieur, only Brother of Lewis 
X1Vth. in two Volumes,” pub- 
lifhed at Hamburgh, are faid to be 
part of a correfpondence between 
madame and princefs Caroline, af- 
terwards queen Caroline, confort of 
George I]. Without taking it upon 
ourtelves to determine whether this 
compilation be genuine or not, we 
muft pronounce it td be in the high- 
eft degree interefting and entertain- 


ing. It affords a true delineation. 


of the manners of the court of 


France during the reign of Lewis 
the X1 Vth. ; and the different anec- 
dotes, and the converiations which 
are reprefented to have taken place 
between the perfonages who were 
the moft confpicuous at that period, 
are perfectly characteriftic. — The 
abb> Denina’s “* Sketch of the Life 
and Reign of Frederick IL. King of 
Pruffia, intended to ferve as an Intro- 
duction to the Berlin Edition of his 
Prufhan Majefty’s Works, printed at 
Berlin, by authority,’”és chiefly con-’ 
fined to the political ‘and military 
hiftory of the Pruffian ’ monarch. 
This work contains little new matter. 
What will principally engage the 
attention of the reader is, the au- 
thor’s vindication of Frederick’s 
character, ayainft the charged of 
ambition and inhumanity ; and the 
praifes which he beftows upon him, 
as ‘the legiflator and father of his 
people. Although we may’ be dif- 
pofed to accufe the abbé of too 
great partiality in favour of his 
hero, we are, neverthelefs, willin 
to do juftice to his ingenuity, cas 
to acknowledge the pleafure which 
the perufal of this volume has afford- 
ed us.—“* The pofthumous Works 
of Frederick II. King of Pruflia, in 
fifteen volumes,”’ pudlifhed at Ber- 
lin, are too voluminous to admit of 
our entering into a {pecific detail of 
their contents and merits ; and too 
interefting to be barely announsd. 
They confift of political negocia- 
tions ; military fcience and exploits ; 
obfervations on legiflation and po- 
licy; productions of wit; difcuf- 
fions in philofophy and metaphyfics ; 
tical performances ; and an ex 
tenfive epiftolary correfpondence on 
fubjeéts of polite literature and ufe- 
ful arts. Phe accounts of political 


negociations and military exploits, 
are delivered with all the fimplicity 
and elegance which diftinguith the 
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Commentaries of Cefar. The toyal 
author’s obfervations on legiflation 
and internal policy, diftover un- 
common fagacity and many excel- 
lent rules rr the conduct and ad- 
miniftration of poversigns 3 but 
they are adapted to abtolute mo- 
narchics rather than to free forms 
of government. Frederick’s witty 
roductions are characterifed by a 
Goer vein of pleafantry, and by 
prools of a lively genius, and highly 
cultwated tafte. His difcuilioas in 
philofophy and metaphyfics, are 
minute and fuperficial; and con- 
vince us, that he had not the in- 
clination or the patience neceflary 
for fuch {peculative refearches. His 
it gy performances abound in 
ively ideas, and happy turns of 
expreflion, and, frequently, are full 
of fire and harmony ; but they are 
often diftinguifhed by that gloomy 
and uncomfortable fcepticifm which 
tarnifhies the beauty of fome of his 
moft animated productions. The 
fame excellences, and the fame ble- 
mifhes, are vitible in his epiftolary 
correfp»ndence. On the whole, a 
work poffetling fuch a variety of 
materials, and from fuch an extra- 
ordinary charaéter, ig a fingular 
henomenon, and will afford the 
Fiehe ft cratification and entertoin- 
ment. We with only that the reader, 
while he admires the brilliant talents 
of Frederick, will not be unmind- 
ful of his capital defects ; and, that 
when he prepares himfelf to relifh 
the fallics of his wit and humour, 
he may not forget the poifon that 
lurks in his feductive writings.— 
"The “ Memoirs of the Baron de la 
Motte Fouqué, General of the Pruf- 
ficn Infantry,” in two volumes, 
contain the life of a deferving officer, 
whofe extraordinary profcflional me- 
rits recommended him to the warm 


confidence aad friendihip of Frede- 
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rick II. and who had the fortitude, 
in that fituation, to preferve in 
his mind a lively fenfe of the ex- 
cellence and importance of  re- 
ligion. A confiderable part of 
his correfpondence with the king, 
which is given in thcfe volumes, 
relates to the military operations in 
the wars of 1741 and 17>56.—The 
‘¢ Authentic Account of the Pro- 
ceedings relative to the Duke of 
Brunfwick, durjng the whole of his 
Adminiftration of Field Marthal, 
Tutor to, and Reprefentative of 
William V. Prince of Orange and 
Naffau, by Aug. Louis Schiizer, 
LL.D.”’ tranflated from theGerman, 
by C. Jerome, is intended to prove 
the innocence of the duke, as to 
the accufations brought againit him 
by the popular party in Holland. 
But we cannot think that the author 
has. fucceeded in his attempt ; or 
that he is happy in the comparifon 
which he draws between his hero 
and Phocionm. .The latter was fa- 
vourable to the rights of the people ; 
the former, thew determined foe. 

With refpe& to fuch German 
productions as are to be re‘erréd to 
the head of Critical, Clefiical, and 
Polite Learning, the firft which de- 
mands our notice jis, “ kdmund 
Caft. li’s Syriac Lexicon, taken from 
his Heptaglott, &c. by J. D. Mi- 
chaelis, Part I’? This publica- 
tion will be moft accentable to thofe 
who ftudy the Syriac, language, not 
only on account of the decided me- 
rits of the original work, but from 
the numerous additions of the 
learned editor, which confiderably 
enhance its value.—At Koninef- 
berg and at Leiplic, there have alfo 
been publithed, * Syriac, Arabic, 
Samaritan, and déthiopian Lefions 
with elementary Tables, &c. by 


John Godf, Haffe, Profeffor of Ort- 
ental Languages,” which will be 
found 
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found of confiderable ufe to thofe 
who are learning thofe languages. — 
M. Schlegel’s «* Commentary on 
the Geography of Homer,” pub- 
lifhed at Hanover, js a judicious 
and elegant treatife, which was de- 
fervedly rewarded with the prize 
on that fubjeét, by the univerfity of 
Gottingen. The author’s arrange- 
ment is perfpicuous; and his de. 
fcviption very intelligible. - The 
«Commentaries on Homer,” pub- 
lifhed alfo at Hanover, by J. H. 
Juftus Koeppen, part I. which con- 
tains remarks on the firft four books 
of the Lliad, is another publication 
on which very high encomiums 
have been juftly beftowed, and 
which will afford valuable aid to 
the ftudent in forming his acquaint- 
ance with the Grecian bard. — At 
Leipfic has appeared a valuable 
edition of “ Plutarch de Placitis 
Philofophorum, by Chr. Dan. Beck, 
Profeffor of the Latin and Greek 
Languages,”’ which is a {pecimen 
of a defign in whith the learned 
editor has embarked, of printing 
feveral of the Greek authors, with 
correétions and various readings.— 
At the fame place have been pub- 
lithed «« The Clouds of Ariftophanes, 
in Greek and Latin, with the 
Greek Scholia and Notes, by Th, 
Chr. Harles,’? which is given as a 
{pecimen of a new edition of Arif- 
tophanes, intended to have been 
printed by him, had he not found 
himfelf prevented by M. Brunck ; 
and “ Fragments of Plotinus on 
the Beginning of Things, with 
Notes, by M. Grimm,” in which 
he fhews, that the treatifes of Ploti- 
nus, found in the library of St. 
Mark at Venice, by M. Villoifon, 
are merely fragments of his works 
that are already in print. - M. de 
Pauw’s “ Philofophical Enquiries 
concerning the Greeks,”’ in two vo- 


lumes, publifhed at Berlin, are di- 


vided into four parts. Three of 
thefe relate to the Athenians, to 
whom, more than to any other na- 
tion of Greece, we are indebted for 
arts and fciences ; the other part is 
principally devoted to an account of 
the Amphidlyonic council, and of 
the Lacedemonians. The objeé of 
M. de Pauw is, to correct that en- 
thufiaftic ‘partiality in favour of 
this country, which the learned in 
every age have too generally ine 
dulged, and to feprefent fas in’ 
the undifguifed and ufeful light of 
truth. And we muft ackindwhelge’ 
that he has, with much critical fa- 
gacity, dete&ted many mifrepre- 
fentations and errors in ancient and 
modern writers. His enquiries have 
been laborious and accurate; and 
there is a peculiar air of originality 
in the information for which he has 
been indebted to preceding writers. 
But we do not admire his treat- 
ment of thofe who have differed 
from htm in opinion. While agrees 
ably entertained by his diligence of 
inveftigation and livelinefs of re- 
mark, we are difgufted with his fu- 

ercilious and dogmatical {pirit.— 
Vith this article we fhall dlofe our 
hiftory of German Literature, re- 
ferring our readers, for a more par- 
ticular account, to the produétions 
ef foreign journalifts, ard to our 
own Reviews, from which we have 
derived frequent affiftance. For the 
Medical articles, or thofe which re- 
late to Anatomy and Surgery, we 
r-fer them to Dr, Simmons’s Me- 
dical Journal. 

In turning our attention to 
the Literature of Switzerland, 
we find that there has been 
publified at Geneva, “An Ana, 
lyfis and Examination of the poft- 
humons Works of Boullanger, 
entitled, Antiquity unveiled, ori- 
enta! Defrotifm, and C hriftianity 
unveiled,”? by a Solitsry. The 
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ftem of Boullanger was of a very 
lar complexion. _Diffatisfied 
with the ideas of different philofo- 
phers refpecting the nature, origin, 
civilization, depravation, and errors 
of mankind, he ‘imagined, that he 
reeived the caufes of them in an 
univerfal deluge. This deluge he 
confidered as a crifis, an efferve- 
fcence, a fermentation of nature, 
by which fhe renews herfelf. Such 
crifes, he f{uppofed, happen periodi- 
cally : and that, could we once de- 
termine the intervals between them, 
we might be able to foretel them as 
certainly as wecananeclipfe. And 
he pa BW that the dreadful ter- 
rors occafioned by fuch a catattrophe, 
in the minds of thofe who furvived 
it, deprived them of all their pre- 
vious acquirements, and gave birth 
to all thofe prejudices, fuperftitions, 
&c. with which human reafon is 
disfigured. ‘The abfurdity of thefe 
ftrange hypothefes, our Solitary 
points out in a fatisfactosy and 
mafterly manner. — At Zurich, a 
valuable acceffion to the publications 
in natural knowledge has appeared, 
in M, Hoepfner’s * Collections for 
the Natural Hiftory of Switzerland, 
Vol. 1.’ This volume contains a 
defcription of the valley of Grin- 
defwald, illuftrated by an excellent 
map; and fragments of fome ufe- 
ful manufcripts, relating to rural 
ceconomics, by a Swils clergyman, 
deceafed.— At Geneva has been an- 
nounced, a new edition, with confi- 
derable additions, and the moft cor- 
ret map of Switzerland that has 
yet appeared, of “ An Hittorical, 
Political, and Geographical Di¢tion- 
ary of Switzerland, &c. in three 
volumes.”” This work contains a 
defcription of every thing moft re- 
markable in the thirteen cantons, 
and the ftates of their allies; their 
political conftitution; an abftraé 
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ef their hiftory; an account of 
their natural productions, commerce, 
population, internal: and foreign 
connections, &c. &c. With this 
view of their contents, our readers 
may promife themfeives much en- 
tertainment and information from 
the perufal of thefe volumes.—At 
Zurich has been publifhed * An 
Hiftory of the Germans, by M. 
John Charles Riefbeck, Vol. I.” 
: . ° ‘ : 

his volume, which begins with 
the earheft ages, end comes down 
to the reign of Frederick Barbarof- 
fa, is executed in a judicious and 
pleafing manner; and makes us 
regret, that the author was pre- 
vented by death from completing 
his defign. M. Winkopp propefes 
to continue the work on M. Rief- 
beck’s plan. —At Berne has been 
publifhed ** A Bibliotheca of the 
Hiftory of Switzerland, arranged in 
a {fyftematical and chronological 
Order, by Baron Emanuel de Hal- 
ler.’’ ‘To this volume is prefixed a 
fhort life of the author, chiefly 
taken from the Swifs Mufeum, by 
M. Stapter, a minifter at Berne ; 
who leads us to expect that the 
work will be completed in a fupple- 
mental volume. ~ At Laufanne, Mr. 
Bordel has publifhed “ An Intro- 


duction to the Reading the Odes of 


Pindar,’’ which contains feveral ob- 
fervations on the ftyle and order of 
the odes, written under the influ- 
ence of the moft enthufiaftic admi- 
ration. Mr. Bordel apoftrophizes 
the fhade of Pindar, and mo- 
deftly prays, that his own name, 
upheld by that of the poet, may 
je the ravage of time. Among 


~his pretenfions to this deftination, 


we have obferved, that he poffefles 
all the wildnefs and obfcurity of his 

mafter. 
In Italy, the caufe of Divine Re- 
velation has met with an able and 
learned 
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learned advocate in father Jacobo 
Belli, who has publifhed, at Parma, 
«+ Lectures on the Scriptures; Vol. 
I, containing a Defence of the Book 
of Genefis again{ft the Attacks of 
modern Freethinkers.”’ In the ex- 
ecution of his tafk, our author has 
fhewn himfelf to be poflefled of 
much critical fkill, and a truly phi- 
lofophic fpirit. We congratulate 
his countrymen that he has directed 
his abilities to fuch important ftu- 
dies ; and that he propofes to con- 
fider and to refute all the errors of 
the age refpecting revelation.—At 
Rome have been publifhed, * A 
theological and moral Work, by 
Hieronymus Rotundus,”’ in recom- 
mendation of religious fafting and 
abftinence ; and a * Differtation on 
the Antiquity of the Precept which 
prohibits Labour on Feftivals, by P. 
Gafparo Bertalazone ;”’ intended to 
prove that holy days fhould be kept 
free from labour. The authors of 
thefe refpective works are entitled 
to the praife of profound learning 
and ingenuity: but we do not think 
that the devoting of their talents 
to fuch queftions, in this age of 
general enquiry and. improveinent, 
bears any ftriking teftimony to their 
enlargement and liberality of mind. 
— A fenfible and well-written trea- 
tife in theological controverfy, has 
been publifhed by Fr. Ant. Valfec- 
chi, Primarius Profeffor of Theo- 
logy, inthe Univerfity of Padua, 
entitled, ** The Truth of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church demonttrated, 
examined, and defended.”’” The 
celebrity of the learned author who 
has exerted all his abilities and in- 

enuity in this laborious work, will 
Teouats recommend it to the advo- 
cates for the principles of the Ro- 
man Catholics.—Of a fimilar na- 
ture are the “ Reflections on a Pam- 


phiet printed at Padua in 17845, 


entitled, A true Idea of the Holy 
See,”’ which are devoted to a defence 
of the papal authority. The ar- 
gument chiefly infifted on in this 
treatife is, the long acquiefvence of 
the chureh; to the validity of which 
we imagine the hardy author of 
that pamphlet will not very readil 
fubicribe.— Father Federigo Vin- 
cenzo di Poggio’s * Sketch of the 

Kcclefiaftical Hiftory of the Bitho 
cick of Lucta,” begins with St. Pau- 
linus, the firft hithop of that fee, 
who lived in the firft century, and 
ends with Anfelmo, nephew of 
pope Alexander II. Befide the 
principal and proper object of this 
work, the anal author has em- 
ployed himfelf in colleéting informa- 
tion refpecting the founding of fome 
remarkable churches, the manner of 
epifcopal vifitation in former times, 
and the ancient ftate of the diocefe. 
Thefe circumftances will recom- 
mend. his labours to the antiquary, 
as well as to the theological fcholar. 
Among the Italian Metaphyfici- 
ans, the abbé Tofi has eftablithed 
his claim to a refpectable rank, by 
bis. ** Effay on Reafon,’’ publithed 
at Venice. The charaéter which 
the Roman journalifts have given 
of this work, that it is full of mat- 
ter, truth, elegance, and inftruction, 
will be fufficient to recommend it 
to the curiofity of our readers. 
From the fame ingenious author 
we are promifed another metaphy- 
fical Efflay on Divine Revelation, — 
Nor has S. Benediét Pafqualoni, 
ftudent of philofophy and mathe- 
matics, in his ** Academical Differ- 
tation on Man,” given an unfa- 
vourable fpecimen of what may be 
expected from his future applica- 
tion. He dares the materialifts 
and the idealifts to the combat, 
when confidering the compofition 
and ftrudiure of man; and attacks 
the 


eS 





) 
| 

















[232] 


the fyftems of Filmer, Hobbes, and 
Rouffeau, when explaining his re- 
lative fituation. On both thefe oc- 
cafions, he ufes his weapons with 
wonderful dexterity. 

On the fubjeét of Government 
and Legiflation, our attention is 
drawn, 1n the firft place, to “* The 
meapeate of Political Inftitutes,”’ 
by P. de Franfefchini, Profeffor in 
the Univertity of Bologna. A ge- 

neral idea of our author’S Opinions, 
ai confequently, of that fyftem 
of legiflation which he recommends, 
may ve gathered from the following 
poiitions which he lays down: that 
the confent of the people i is necef- 
{ory to the choice of a fovereign, 
but that, when chofen, the rights 
of the fovercign are not dependent 
en the will of the people ; that 
monarchy is the beft form of go- 

-ranent, as a fingle perfo n will be 
more ftrongly intercfted in the wel- 
face of the ftate than any body of 
nied can be; that luxury is necef- 
fairy to the welfare of a ftate; and 
that the military fyftem of Pruflia, 
with a few correétions, is the moft 

-ful and leaft burdenfome to the 
Rite, of any at prefent exifting. 

difcufiing thefe topics, our au- 
Lior difplays confiderable abilities 
ant inzenuity. — The Oeconomi- 
eal and Political Teftament ‘of a 
i_om ard Senator, who hi id grown 
oid ta a public Capacity,” publith- 
ed at Cremona, ts a work which 
contains many maxims that deferve 
tie ‘attention of writers on the fei- 
ence of government.—The fecond 
c itic m of a “ Sketch of a new ju- 
aicia ry Code relative to Civil Caufes, 
by trancefto- Vigilio Barbacovi, 
Countelloe of the Aulic Councii of 
“treat, in two Volumes,”’ deferves 
t» bs: announced in our literary 
hi‘tory, fince it has been introduced 
wnto ail the tribunals of tie princi- 
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pality of Trent. And it will ex- 
cite the attention of our own coun- 
trymen to this important work, 

when we record the opinion of this 
eminent civilian on the queftion, 
Whether the cafe not exprefiéd in a 
ftatute ought to be decided by the 
common law, or by the intention 
of the ftatute to which it is analo- 
gous: in which he determines in 
favour of the latter.—The treatife 
by count P. Nutricio Grifogono, 
Counfellor of the criminal court of 
Venice, On the Conducting Cri- 
minal Proceflés,’’ contains a num- 
ber of excellent obfervations on the 
abufes and defeéts of criminal law ; 
remarks on the credibility of wit- 
nefles ; and the caution with which 
accufations fhould be received, and 
fentence paffed. —In the elegant 
and learned publication «“ On the 
Law of the Romans relative tu 
Dowers,” by Mary Peregrine Amo- 
retti, doftor of laws, Milan, we 
meet with a fenfible and fpirited 
defence of the rights of the female 
fex, as afcertained in the decrees of 
Juftinian ; whieh is an honourable 
teftimony to the abilities of the fair 
writer, and a proof, that the men- 
tal faculties of the ladies are not un- 
equal to laborious difquifitions on 
jurifprudence.—Dr. ‘Tefta, a phyfi- 
cian of Ferrara, in his * ‘Thoughts 
on Matrimony,”’ has undertaken a 
philofophical ‘and political defence 
of the conjugal ftate, againit the 
objections of Dr. Cocchi, a Floren- 

tine phy fician, whg was fo bold, or 
fo licentious, as to decry that wife 
inftitution.—The treatife of Gio. 
M. Lampredi, ptofeflor of Jurif- 
prudence in the univerfity of Pifa, 
“ On the Trade of neutral Nations, 
in Time of War,’’ is a well-written 
and valuable work, The ingenious 


author very ably diftinguifhes be- 


tween the ‘primitive rights of na- 
tions, 
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tions, and conventual ones, tacit 
or exprefled ; the confounding of 
which he deems to be the fource of 
all the dithculties in which this fub- 
ject has been involved. This dif- 
tinétion he applies to the folution 
of every qutftion relative to the 
duties of neutral princes towards 
thofe who are at war, and of thefe 
towards the former. The reafon- 
ings of this learned profeffor are 
full, nervous, and perfpicuous ; and 
they are founded on a diligent in- 
vettigation of the beft writers on 
the fubjeét, and on the principles 
of equity and good policy. In this 
work are given all the treaties re- 
lative to maritime affairs, from the 
fourteenth century to the ordi- 
nance publifhed by the emprefs of 
Ruflia, on the 3:ft of December, 
1787, on account of her war with 
the Porte. 

In Pure Mathematics, *“* The E- 
lements of Phyfics, by Staniflao 
Carnovai and Gaetano del Ricco,”’ 
publifhed at Florence, contain an 
account of all the notions of the 
ancients, and the important diico- 
veries of the moderns, drawn up 
with concifenefs and perfpicuity. 
This volume comprehends mecha- 
nics, hydraulics, optics, and aftrono- 
my. Ina future work, the author 
propofes to give the general elements 
of phyfics. — The ‘Six Theore- 
tico-practical Dialogues,”’ publifhed 
at Venice, by Lorenzo Selva, op- 
tician tothe Kepublic, are employed 
on a defcription of optical infiru- 
ments, of different kinds ; many of 
which have been invented by the 
author. —The * Algebraic Differta- 
tions, by M. ]l’Abbé Nicolas Col- 
Jetti, Pyrefeffor of Philofophy, at 
Turin,” confift of an endeavour 
to fhew the analogy between the 
calculation of finite quantities, 


and of differentials; the refult of 


an attempt at the quadrature of the 
circle; and folutions of many inge- 
nious problems on the arcs of conic 
feétions. 

Among the contributions to the 
improvement of Philofophy and 
Natural Knowledge, the third vo- 
lume of the ‘“* Memoirs of the Aca- 
demy of Turin,” is, in the firft 
place, entitled to our notice. This 
volume contains a variety of pa- 
pers under the heads of trizonos 
metry, aftronomy, mineralogy, ge- 
neral chemiftry, anatomy, and na- 
tural hiftory, which are valuable 
and important. The principal con- 
tributors to it are, the devdlet 
Lorgna, the abbé Calufo, the chee 
valier N. de Robilant, M. Monnet, 
the marquis de Breze, count Mo- 
zozz0, and M. Borgnone. — The 
Agrarian Society at Nt ilan, have al- 
fo, this year, publithed their «* Me- 
moirs,”’? in three volumes. The 
papers of which thefe Memoirs con- 
fift, are chiefly adapted to the fpe- 
cies of agriculture and rural eeco- 
nomy which are practicable in the 
climate of Italy.» Many of them, 
however, o fupply ufeful hints 
to the philofophical eultivators of 
thofe fciences in thefe northern re- 
gions. — Of the * Differtations of 
the abbé Antonio Pinazzo, Member 
of the Royal Academy at Mantua,”’ 
the firft is on light and the heat of 
the fun, in which he explains the 
effcéts of light according to the fyf- 
tem of Sennebier; and thofe of 
heat, from that of Dr. Crawford. 
The fecond is on the poflibility and 
method of preferving countries from 
hail; which is, perhaps, a little fan- 
ciful. The third is on the good ef- 
feét of ftorms. What aid true phi- 
lofophy will derive from the Jabours 
of our author, we cannot eafily di- 
vine fram the work before us.—At 
Rome have been publithed “ Ele- 
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ments of Mineralogy,’’ which ftand 
in need of no farther recominenda- 
tion than is conveyed in the name 
of their author, Gio. SeraphinoVol- 
ta, D. D. &e.— The fame refpect- 
able name is prefixed to the * I’rof- 
pectus of the Bellifomian Mufeum,”’ 
which was originally collected by 
cardinal Gualtieri, and fince confi- 
derably enlarged by the noble fa- 
mily of Bellifomi. In this defcrip- 
tive view, the learned author chiefly 
follows Linnzus, though in fome 
inftances he differs from him. The 
names of the parts relating to ani- 
mals and vegetables, are in Latin; 
thofe relating to minerals, in Ita- 
Kan. 

The next department which calls 
for our attention, is that of Hiftory 
and Biography. Among the pro- 
ductions in this clafs; the abbé Mo- 
hina’s “* Effay on the Civil Hiftory 
of Chili,”’ publithed at Bologna, con- 
tains the moft exact and beft ac- 
count of that part of the weftern 
world which we have any where 
met with. This work begins with 
the conqueft of Chili by the Peru- 
vians, about the middle of the fif- 
teenth century, which is the firft 
period in which we have received 
any account of that country. The 
abbé reprefents the Chilians to be 
a warlike and politic nation; the 
mott cultivated of the Americans ; 
and fo jealous of their liberty, 
that they have never been held in 
fubjection, for a long period. To 
the account which he has given of 
them, he has added an idea of the 
Chilian idiom. This volume is a 
— companion to the Natural 
= ory of this country, for which 

» have been already indebted to 
fai fame author. ~The abbé Affe- 
maani’s * Effay onthe Origin, the 
Worthip, the Literature, and the 
Manners of the Arabians before the 
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Period of Mahomet,” publifhed at 
Padua, is a pariied and ingenious 
work, abounding in information 
and curious difquifitions. The 
fources to which the abbé has had 
recourfe, have been the beft and 
moft genuine; and his account is 
drawn up in a manner that is new 
and interefting.— The * Sketch of 
the Civil, Political, and Ecclefiatti- 
cal Hiftory, Chorography, and To- 
pography, of the Republic of Ve- 
nice, for the Ufe of Youth, by D. 
Chrifto Teutoni, i in ten Volunies, os 
is not written in chronological or- 
der, but in the order of the differ- 
ent fubjects of which it treats. This 
work is compofed in a neat and 
pleafing ftyle ; and feems well ad- 
apted to the information of that 
clafs of readers for which it is de- 
figned. 

Mr. Diodati’s ** Life of the Abbé 
Galiani, Royal Counfellor,’’ pub- 
lifhed at Naples, is a work that is 
fingularly inftructive and entértain- 
ing. For, befide the valuable cha- 
racter of his fubje&t, and the graces 
of language which recommend this 
volume, our celebrated author has 
prefented us with learned reflections 
on the literary hiftory of his 2xra ; 
and a number of pleafing anecdotes 
of the firft literati of Italy, France, 
and other countries, who were con- 
nected with the abbé, which have 
the merit of novelty, as well as au- 
thenticity.—M. Laftri’s * Life of 
Americus Vefpucius,”” is a prize 
differtation delivered before the Aca- 
demy at Cortona. This Life is 
drawn up in a philofophical rather 
than in an hiftorical ftyle, and con- 
tains a chronological account of the 
actions of Vefpucius ; reflections on 
the advantages and difadvantages of 
the difcovery of America; and the 
probable influence which litera- 
ture may have on that country, at» 
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fome future wra. The arrange- 
ment and language of our author 
are perfpicuous and pleafing ; but 
his work difcovers little critical fa- 
gacity or political knowledge. 
With Hittory and Biography, the 
ftudy of Antiquities 1s intimately 
united. In this branch of fcience 
a work of great importance has ap- 
peared, entitled, ** Nummi Atgyp- 
tii Imperatorii, proftantes in Mu- 
fro Borgiano Velitris,”” by M. Gi- 
orgio Zoega. This work explains 
the chrpnology of the A®gyptian, 
or rather the Graco-Alexandrine 
coins, under the Roman emperors, 
from -Auguftus to Dhoclefian ; 
the moft interefting of which are 
engraved in twenty-two plates, and 
illuftrated by profound and learned 
notes. Thefe coins wil] atford con- 
fiderable affiftance to hiftory, chro- 
nology, geography, and mythology. 
The publication of this volume, 
therefore, is a circumftance peculi- 
arly pleafing to the lovers of litera- 
ture.#At Turin there has, likewtle, 
appeared a work of fingular mag- 
nificence and beauty, as well as of 
confiderable importance to the phi- 
lologift and antiquary. ‘This work 
is entitled, “ Germanici et Mar- 
cella Era Sepulcralis, Commenta- 
riis illuftrata,” by fig. Giufeppe 
Vernazza. Its fubject is an inter- 
efting infcription found in 1779, on 
the left of the Tanaro, near the 
city of Alba. This is illuftrated by 
our author with great learning and 
knowledge, and in very elegant lan- 
guage. — The fame erudition and 
tafte have been difcovered by 5S. 
Vernazza, in his examination of the 
«¢ Roman Monumental Infcriptions 
of the City and Territory of Alba 
Pompeia.’’—In addition to the pub- 
lications already mentioned oa the 
fubject of Antiquities, it would be 
improper in us to - noticing 


that, at Padua, M. Alefli has pub- 
lifhed a valuable and interefting 
work, entitled, “ Hiftorical and 
Critical Enquiries into the Antiqui- 
ties of Efte ;” that, at Leghorn, 
M. Gio. Mariti has engaged the at- 
tention of the learned, by his “ Hit 
tofical and critical Differtation on 
the ancient City ef Citium, in the 
Iiland of Cyprus, and its Topogra- 
phy ;”’ and that, at Parma, M. E, 
Q. Vifconti has publifhed fome 
very curious “ Remarks on two 

very ancient hiftorical Mofaics.”’ 
Under the head of Claftical and 
Polite Literature, the firft work, in 
point of order, which we have to 
notice is, “ A Hebrew Grammar, 
by Father Raflello Mori, Profeffor of 
Languages at the Seminary at Flo- 
rence,’’ publifhed in Italian. We 
have not been given to underftand, 
that this work poffeifes any very 
fuperior advantages over others 
which have preceded it; only, that 
by not being written in a learned 
language, it may ferve to facilitate 
a more general acquaintance with 
the Hebrew. — At Parma, fig. J.C. 
Amaduzzi has publifhed the two 
chapters of the ** Moral Charatters 
of ‘Theophraftus,” which had not 
before been printed. This import- 
ant work is taken from a manu- 
{cript of the eleventh century, pre- 
ferved in the Vatican, and is fut. 
trated by a learned preface, a La- 
tin verfion, and notes. The text 
is printed with the utmoft accuracy, 
and the tranflation is elegantly a- 
dapted to it. On the whole, this 
volume is equally valuable for its 
erudition and for its beauty.—At 
Turin, Dr. Giacinto Ceruti has 
publifhed an Italian “ Tranflation 
of the Iliad of Homer,’”’ which is 
faid to be faithful, elegant, and 
free; and the verfification harmo- 
nious. —~ At Turin, likewife, D. 
Balth. 
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Balth. Frambaglia has publithed 
“« Taffo’s Jerufalem, in Latin 


Verfe ;” of which the Italian jour- 
nalifts fpeak in very high terms, 
both with refpeét to its fidelity, and 
the harmony of its verfe. In the 
year 1743, D. Zauni, at Cremona, 
ublifhed a Latin verfion of the 
ame poem, by which he acquired 
confiderable reputation. But the 
reference feems to be given, by the 
talian critics, to the work before 
us. — “* The Poems of Tommafo 
Serrano, of Valentia,’’? publithed 
at Fuligno, contain many happy 
and elegant imitations of Martial 
and Catullus ; in which the author 
has introduced fome of the moft 
ftriking graces of thofe poets, while 
he has carefully avoided their licen- 
tioufnefs.—At Parma, a great work 
is publifhing “ On the Origin, the 
Progrefs, and the prefent State of 
Literature,”’ by the abbé Giovanni 
Andres. The object of our author 
is, to trace the hiftory of humin 
knowledge from Adam to the pre- 
fent wera, in every part of the world. 
In this purfuit he has already pub- 
lifhed three volumes; the lait of 
which brings his defign to the aras 
of eloquence, hiftory, and grammar. 
Tuis work is a very important arid 
ufeful one ; and for its execution, 
as well as defign, the author de- 
ferves much commendation.—T he 
“ Hiftory of Turkifh Literature, 
by the Abaté John Baptift Tode- 
rini,’’ in three volumes, will be 
found uncommonly interefting and 
entertaining, from the novelty of 
the fubject, and the peculiar advan- 
tages which the author enjoyed for 
obtaining information. During a 
refidence of five years at Conftan- 
tinople, in the family of the Vene- 
tian ambaffador, he {pared no pains 
or expence to render this work as 


perfect as poflible. He confulted 
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the beft dragomans, vifited the aca. 
demies, frequented the libraries, pe- 
rufed an inconceiveable number of 
books that treat on oriental litera- 
ture, and on fome fubtile and diffi- 
cult points, he had recourfe to the 
Mufti himfelf for his fetvat, or defi- 
nitive fentence. The importance 
and value of thefe volumes, are 
proportionate to the author’s dili- 
gence and application; and they 
will meet with a favourable recep- 
tion from the learned world. 

The laft publications which de- 
mand our notice, in our hiftory of 
Italian literature, are on the fub- 
jeét of Architeéture. The firft af 
thefe is, ** A Differtation on Egyp- 
tian Architeéture,” printed at the 
Parma prefs. This is the work of 
a warm admirer of the Egyptians, 
ii which the author endeavours, 
with much erudition, to eftablith 
their claim of fuperiority in this 
fcience, over the Grecians. But 
he has fhewn himfelf to be bet- 
ter acquainted with hiftory than 
with archite¢ture ; and his reafon- 
ings, though frequently plaufible, 
are founded on hypothefis and fan- 
cy, rather than on accurate informa- 
tion. —The abbé Angelo Comolli’s 
*¢ Hiftorical and Critical Bibliogra- 
pher of civil Architecture, and the 
Arts fubfervient to it,’’ publithed at 
Rome, is the firft part of an exten- 
five work, in which that fenfible 
writer propofes giving an account 
of all the books that have been pub- 
lifhed on the fubjeét of Architecture, 
and of their various editions, with 
extracts, and the lives of their au- 
thors. To the profeffional reader, 
this work will be chiefly valuable, 
on account of the found and judici- 
ous criticifms which it difplays. 

France, during the year 1788, 
has not soaibetid us with any pub- 
lications in Biblical criticifmn. ~ 
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fhe has produced her champions for 
Natural and Revealed Religion. In 
this lift is the anonymous author of 
a work in two volumes, entitled, 
“ The Wifdom of Providence in 
the Eftablifhment of Religion.” 
This work takes in the whole pro- 
grefs of revelation, from Adam till 
its confummation in the Meffiah ; 
and contains an able and philofo- 
phical defence of the Mofaic and 
Chriftian difpenfations, againft the 
objections of infidels and pfeudo- 
fages. The author, afterwards, 
proceeds to anfwer thofe who, ad- 
mitting the necetiity of religion, 
deny that of religious worthip ; 
and another party who would found 
religion folely on the light of rea- 
fon. On the whole we cannot but 
applaud the excellence of his defign, 
and the abilities with which he has 
executed it.—The “ Effay on the 
Union of Chriftianity with Philo- 
fophy, by M. l’Abbe Baudifon, 
D. D. and firft Vicar of St. Mar- 
garet’s in Paris,” brings honour- 
able proofs in favour of the reafon- 
ablenefs of revelation, from the 
teftimonies borne to it by almott 
all the illuftrious charaéteis in the 
philofophic age of Lewis X1Vth. 
Aiter this, he enquires into the fer- 
vice rendered by Chriftianity to 
philofophy, and particularly {pecu- 
lative philofophy ; and confiders its 
influence on learning, the fine arts, 
and prattical philofophy. The 
learned and worthy author modeft- 
ly ftates this work to be only a ge- 
neral map of an extenfive country, 
in which the moft confiderable fitua- 
tigns only are noticed. And adds, 
that if this attempt fhould be well 
received, it is his defign to {apply 
the details of a more accurate fur- 
vey. From the pleafure which this 
Effay has afforded us, we fhall be 
happy in announcing the continua- 
tion of our author’s labours.— 


“ Mofes confidered as a Lawgiver 
and a Moralift, by M. Pattaret,’* 
is a work which fupports the divine 
legation of the Jewith lawgiver, 
in a very able and fatisfaétory man- 
ner. After giving an account of 
the birth, education, and principal 
events in the life of his hero, our 
author treats of the theocracy, the 
civil and political adminiftration 
under Mofes, its changes and mo- 
difications under the judges, the 
kings, and tlie facerdotal ariftocracy, 
after the captivity of Babylon. He 
treats alfo of the civil and religious 
laws of the Jewith empire, relative 
to the police, relicious worfhip 
and ceremonies, the adminiftration 
of juftice, &c. On thefe fubjetts, 
M. Paftoret difctovers very extenfive 
erudition; and has at the fame time 
delivered his difquititions in a ftyle 
and manner that are pleafing and 
interefting.—The Letters from 
Theotinus the Philanthropift, tu 
the Countefs of B. concerning fome 
Subjects of Literature and Mora's,”” 
breathe a liberal and manly {pirit ; 
and are employed in eftablifhing the 
agreement of religion, patriotifm, 
and philofophy. ‘The ideas which 
they give of Chriftianity, are ra- 
tional and honourable; and mutt 
excite {trong prepoffeifions in favour 
of the author, whoever he may be. 
—* The Pieafures of Religion, or 
the Efficacy of the Gofpel in ren- 
dering us happy, by M. l’Abbé 
Lamourette,’’ is a powerful recom- 
mendation of religion, as the only 
rvad to happinefs ; which feems to 
have originated in the worthy au- 
thor’s thorough and pleafing con- 
viction of the truth which he tncul- 
cates. — M. de Meifter’s treatife 
“ On Natural Morality,” abounds 
in fenfible aud acute obfervations, 
delivered in a lively and enimeted 
ftvie ; and is calculated to render 
good fervice to theinterefts of — 
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In Ethics, the anonymous author 
of “ Thoughts on Genius and Man- 
ners,”? has taken La Bruyere for 
his model; and, like him, he 
traces characters, and gives us max- 
ims and detached fentiments. Some- 
times he difcovers confiderable depth 
of refieétion; and, fometimes, he 
is extremely fuperficial. The prepon- 
derating merits of the work, how- 
ever, convince us, that if the ingeni- 
ous author had always been bold e- 
nough to have followed the dictates 
of his own genius, without fervilely 
admitting thofe of preceding writ- 
ers, it would have poflefied fewer 
faults.-M. Mathon de la Cour’s 
«“ Difcourfe on the beft Means of 
creating and promoting Patriotifm 
in a Monarchy,” which obtained 
the prize from the Academy of Cha- 
lons-fur-Marne, 25th Auguft, 1787, 
is diftinguifhed by — remarks 
that are ingenious and original. 
After inveftigating the origin of pa- 
triotic fentiments in the human 
mind, the author points out the dif- 
ferent effects of them under differ- 
ent forms of government, in anci- 
ent and modern times ; the circum- 
ftances that tend to diminifh or de- 
ftroy their energy ; and fhews how 
they may be kept up and revived. 
In treating thete different parts of 
his fubject, he difcovers a confider- 
able acquaintance with human na- 
ture, and that he pofleffes a well- 
informed and _ philofophic mind.— 
M. Lenglet’s “ Oblervitions on 
Montefquieu,”’ contain a philofo- 
phical and critical review of that 
author’s celebrated treatife-on the 
{pirit of laws, in which M. Leng- 
let has happily elucidated many 
things in that great work, which, 
at leaft to the common clafs of read- 
ers, muft appear confufed or obfcure. 
Thefe obfervations may be recom- 
mended as an ufeful introduftion to 
the perufal of that work, — The 
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principal object of the abbé Genty, 
in his treatife concerning *“ The In- 
fluence of the Difcovery of Ameri- 
ca on the Happinefs of Man! ind” 
is, to point out a method of dimi- 
nifhing the evils occafioned by the 
difcovery of the new world, and of 
multiplying the advantages which 
may refult from it. Although the 
ftyle of this work is frequently too 
loofe and declamatory, for a philo- 
fophical performance, it contains a 
number of ftriking obfervations, 
which are worthy of attention ; 
and it breathes, throughout, a libe- 
ral {pirit. 

Under the head of Government 
and Law, feveral publications have 
appeared in France, which mutt not 
elcape our notice. In the * Quef- 
tions to be examined before the 
Meeting of the States General,’”’ by 
the Marquis de Cafaux, that inge- 
nious writer attempts to imprefs his 
countrymen with thofe ideas con- 
cerning liberty and political regula- 
tions, which he had previoufly en- 
deavoured to propagate in England, 
in his Obfervations on the Mecha- 
nifm of Societies, and the other ex- 
weed pamphlets, of which we 

ave given an account in different 
volumes of our work. And the 
manner in which he illuftrates thefe 
ideas, is fimilar with that which he 
adopted in thofe publications. But 
we are apprehentive, that if he ap- 
peared lee soa in this country, 
where {peculations of this kind are 
familiar and common, he will be 
ftill lefs intelligible in France. We 
would by no means with to detract: 
from the excellences of his work, 
which contains many fundamental 
truths of the higheft importance to 
fociety. But they do not appear in 
the hon beft calculated to infure 
their acceptance and utility.—The 
count de Mirabeau’s * Advice toa 
young Prince, who is fenfible of i 
e- 
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Neceflity of repeating his Educa- 
tion ; and Letterto Frederick Wil- 
diam II]. King of Pruffia, on the 
Day of his Acceflion to the Threne,”’ 
cautain many excellent hints on le- 
giflation and political aconomy, 
which are ~— not only to the 
meridians of Paris and Beclin, but 
which may be ufeful to fovereigns 
and flatefmen of every country. 
They feem to have been dictated 
by a liberal knowledge of the world, 
an abhorrence of oppreflion in every 
form, a love of truth and focial 
order, and an affetionate regard 
for the happinefs of mankind,— 
The author of a treatife «« On the 
Whole, or the great Principles of 
Adminiftration,’’ influenced by the 
critical fituation of France, fteps 
forward with the offer of his af- 
fiftance towards reftoring her to a 
flourifhing condition. This, he 
thinks, can only be done by a total 
change of principles and meafures. 
“nd he is confident, that the plan 
which he recommends, would not 
only remedy the prefent evils, but 
effectually prevent their return, 
This plan confifts of propofals for 
dupprefling immorality; for the 
employment of the foldiery in pub- 
hic works, with a fmall increafe of 
pay ; and for an entire new fyftem 
of taxation, and in the form of ad. 
miniftraticn. On this work the fo- 
reign journalifts beftow great enco- 
miums.—But the publications on 
finance, which have more particu- 
dJarly engaged the attention of the 
French nation, have been called 
forth by the controverfy between 
M. Necker and M. de Cajonne. A 
particular detail of thefe, however, 
were it compatible with the nature 
of our work, would afford little 
entertainment to the generality of 
our readers. And they have al- 
ready excited fo much of the public 
attention in this country, that any 
4783, 


farther notice of them is uanevef 
fary.—The ** Letter to the Cham- 
ber vf Commerce in Normandy, 
on the Memorial publifhed by it 
relative to the Commercial Treaty 
with England,” contains a number 
of important principles, and valu. 
able facts, relating to commerce, 
and to the politics of England, 
which we recommend to the atten- 
tion of our countrymen. Among 
other interefting articles, the au- 
thor’s note on the Theory of Ex- 
change, is of particular moment.— 
M. Bernardi’s “ Principles of Cri- 
minal Jurifprudence, with impar- 
tial Remarks on the Law,” con- 
tain a variety of noble and jutt 
ideas on this important fubjeét, ex- 
refled in elevated and pompeatone 
aor son In this excellent work, 
M. Bernardi purfues the following 
order: he firft enquires into the 
laws of nature, which, he obferves 
are the foundation of all good 
laws ; he next examines the French 
fyfitem of jurifprudence, from the 
earlieft to the prefent times; and ther 
proceeds to treat on the nature of 
crimes, on proofs, and the nature 
and weight of thofe which are called 

prefumptive, and on criminal 
cefles.—T he treatife “On the Abufe 
and Danger of Arrefts, by M. du 
Clofel d’Annery,”” is principally 
valuable for the author's fenfible 
and humane difcuffion of the quef- 
tion, whether it be of advantage 
to the creditor to imprifon his debt- 
or ? On this queftion he determines 
in the negative, on principles of 
the foundeft policy ; which we ven- 
ture to recommend to the confidera- 
tion of the Britifh legiflature.— 
The “ Hiftory of the Trade of 
Ruffia, by J. B. Scherer, formerly 
of the Imperial College of Juftice 
at Peterfburg,” is a publication 
which will fupply the merchant 
with much ul information re- 
T {pecting 
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fpeéting the laws, cuftoms, manners, 
and commodities of that country ; 
and the hiftorian with many curi- 


* 


ous facts, which are authenticated 
by original papers. 

Among the publications which 
have appeared in France in pure 
Mathematics, that which is prin- 
cipally deferving of attention, is a 
treatife, entitled, ‘* Analytical Me- 
chanics, by M. de laGrange.”” The 
defign of this work ts to facilitate 
the folution of all the problems re- 
lating to the feience of mechanics, 
confidered in all its extent... It is di- 
vided into two parts, the firft re- 
lating to ftatics, or the theory of 
the equilibrium of bodies; and the 
other to dynamics, or the theory of 
their motion. The principle em- 

loved by him in folving thete pro- 

lems, is that of virtual velocities, 
in which he finds the centre of 
union, which connects the laws of 
the cquilibriuin of fluids, with thofe 
of the equilibrium of folid bodies ; 
and which, in folving the probleins 
of dynamics, he combines with the 
well-known principle of the late 
M. d’Alembert. ‘The plan and the 
execution of this work are entirely 
new; and are worthy of the repu- 
tation of their celebrated author. — 
M. Berthoud’s treatife “ On the 
Menfuration of Time, &c.’’ recom- 
mends many improvements in the 
conitruction of fea time-pieces, and 
the application of the fame princi- 
ples to pocket-watches, and aftro- 
nomical time-pieces, the import- 
ance of which con been fufticiently 
verified by repeated and accurate 
experiments. ~— In Naval Tactics, M. 
Komme’s * Art of Marine, or ge- 
neral Principks and Directions for 
conftruéiing, equipping, mancu- 
vering, and conduéting Veffels,’’ is 
reprefented to be a complete trea- 
tife on every thing which a feaman 
ought to know. In fcientific trea- 
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tiles on the naval art, our neigh- 
bours do undoubtedly excel us: 
aud we admire the liberality and 
{pirit with which they patronife the 
moft iplendid and expenfive works 
on that fubjeét. We heartily re- 
commend it to our countrymen to 
profit by their labours; and in 
this, as they have already done on 
other branches of knowledge, to 
apply their ingenious and ufeful 
hints to practice. 

In direéting our attention to pro- 
ductions in Philofophy, the firft 
work which prefents itielf is, «The 
Hiitory and Mgmoirs of the Royal 
Academy of Sciences at Paris, for 
the Year 178:,”’ publifhed during 
the prefent year. The hittorical 
part of this volume contains the 
report of a committee appointed by 
the Academy to examine a plan 
prefented by M. Poyet, for the re- 
moval of the Hotcl-Dieu into a 
more convenient and healthy fitua- 
tion; the report of a committee 
relative to the plan of an inland 
navigation, in the province of Bre- 
tagne, by canals leading from Breft, 
l’Urient, and St. Malo, in order to 
open a communication of thefe ports 
with each other, and with the inte- 
rior parts of the kingdom; and 
the eulogies of the marquis de Cour- 
tivron, and of the duc de Praflin, 
written by the elegant pen of the 
prefident. The memoirs which 


compofe this volume, are clafled 


under the heads of general phyfics, 
manufactures, chemiftry, anatomy, 
natural hiftory, aftconomy, mathe- 
matics, and politics, The fubjects 
of fuch of thefe papers as are moft 
interefting and valuable are, an 
electrical and magnetical balance, 
which may be ufed in meaturing 
very {mall forces, even fuch as do 
not exceed the ten thoufandth part 
of a grain, by M. Coulomb; ob- 
fervations on the dephjpgifticated 

maring 
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marine acid, on aqua regia, and on 
fome athnities of the marine acid, 
on the decompofition of the fpirit 
of wine, and of «ther, by means 
of vital air, by M. Berthollet ; on 
the refpiration of fifh, by M. Brouf- 
fonet ; on the planets, and on the 
comet of January, 178s, by M. le 
Mannier, and M. Meffier; on the 
analyfis of determinate equations, 
by M. le Gendre ; on the ftructure 
of different metallic cryftals, by 
the abbé Hoiiy ; and a continuation 
of the effay for afcertainifig the po- 
pulation of France, by M. du Se- 
jour, le marquis de Condoret, and 
M. de la Place.—Among the able 
coadjutors of the Royal Academi- 
cians, in philotophical fcience, the 
firft place is due to the members 
of the academy of Dijon. Their 
«“ New Memoirs, relative to the 
Arts and Sciences,” for the year 
1785, contain a number of import- 
ant papers in chemittry, natural 
hiftory, aftronomy, meteorology, 
electricity, manufactures, and medi- 
cine, in which many honourable 
teftimonies occur to the utility of 
that excellent inftitution. The 

rincipal contributors to this vo- 
eet are, M. Chauilier, ©. Mor- 
veau, M. Carmoy, M. Maret, M. 
de la Lande, M. Durande, and M. 
Picardet.—It would carry us great- 
ly beyond our limits, were we to 
pay a particular attention to all the 
works in natural philofophy which 
have appeared in France during 
the year 1788. We mutt, there- 
fore, content ourfelves with barely 
reciting the titles of fome of the 

rincipal of them. Such are, M. 
loceateie de Buffon's “* Treatife on 
the Magnet, and its Ufe, being the 
fifth and laft Volume of his Hiftory 
of Minerals ;”? a “ Sketch of the 
Mineralogy of the French Part of 
the If{land of St. Domingo, by M. de 
Genton ;” “ A Differtation on the 
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Pontian Ifles, and a Defcription of 
the Products of A2tna, to ferve as 
a Hiltory of Volcanoes, with an Ac- 
count of the Eruption of J8tna in 
July, 1787, by M. le Commandeur 
Deodat de Dolomieu ;" “ Enquiries 
into the choaking up of Sea-ports 
with Sand, andthe Means of prevent- 
ing it, &c. containing a new Theory 

of Rivers, and the Courfe of the 

Waters of Rivers or Lakes, dicharg- 

ing themfelves into the Sea, &c. 

by M. Meriadier, Engineer ;”’ 

** On the noxious Effects arifing 

from the Decompofition of pYrit- 

ous Turf, by M. le Maitre; “A 

Memoir on the Proofs adduced of 
latent Heat, by M. le Chevalier de 

Soycourt ;” * New Difcoveries re 

lating to Light, by M. Marat ;’* 

and ** New Principles of Human 

Knowledge, for giving young Men 

Means of making yreater Progrefs 

in the higher Sciences, by M. Stre- 

inon,”” 

In Natural Hiftory, a very vae 
luable work has Been publithed, 
during the year 1788, which is en- 
titled to diftinct notice. This is, 
the firft volume of the “ Natural 
Hiftory of oviparous Quadrupeds, 
and Serpents, by the Count de la 
Cepede, Keeper of the Royal Mue 
faum, &c.’? ‘This work was under- 
taken by the author, at the — 
of the Count de Buffon, who, find- 
ing the great work on Natural Hif- 
tory which he had engaged in, too 
large a tafk for an individual, come 
mitted this clafs of animals to the 
count de la Cepede. And it is but 
juftice to fay, that he has executed 
the work afligned him, in a manner 
that would have done credit to the 
abilities of M. de Buffon himfelf. 
The volume before us defcribes one 
hundred and thirteen fpevies of ani- 
mals, of which twenty have either 
been not at all, or imperfeétly Lt 
cified by preceding authors. The 
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count has been particularly attentive 
ta his feleétion of fynonyms ; and 
in his {pecific defcriptinns, he has 
ya minutely into the ceconemy 

the animal, giving an account 


of its manner of living, its food, its 
feafons for breeding, the ger ate of 
Ns ring, and how that offspring 
is. oath ea the ufes which are 
made of thefe animals, ether for 
dietetical, medical, or ceconomical 
purpofes. On the whole, this work 
appears to be the refult of mature 
judgment and a clofe and diligent 
ebfervation of nature; and it is 
written in elegant and yerfpicuous 
language.—The “* Memoirs ef A- 
griculture, and rural and domeitic 
Occonomy, pubdlifhed by the Royal 
Society of Agriculture at Paris,” 
for the fummer 06 1786,. the winter 
of 1787, and for the months of 
April, May, and June, in the fame 
year, contain a great variety of 
papersonagriculture, manufactures, 


meteorology, and rural economy, * 


which convey much curious and 

feful information, adapted not on- 
y to the climate and genius of 
France, but to every ether coun- 
try. — With refpect to fuch Books as 
belong to Medicine, Anatemty, and 
Surgery, which. have been iuffici- 
ently numereus, we thal} once more 
sefer our readers to Dr. Sinunans’s 
Journal. 

In enumerating the Hiforical 
productions of France, we have to. 
gnnounce, in the firft place, the 
fourth and fifth volumes of ma 
deimorfelle de Keralio’s “* Hiftary of 
Elizabeth, Queen of England, &c.”’ 
which complete that valuable and 
intefefting work. Our qpinion of 
the merits of this performance we 
have already delivered, in very ex- 
plicit terms: and we have only to 
add, that the volumes before us 
haye not, in the leaft degree, dimi- 
sighed ous admiration of the talents 
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and impartiality of our hiftorian.—~. 
The fame ingenious and induftrious 
lady has alfo continued her “ Col- 
lection of the Works of celebrated 
French Women,” to the thirteenth 
volume. — The “ Introduction to 
the Hiftory of France; an elementa- 
ry Work, for the Ufe of thofe whe 
with to be informed of the Origin 
of the Francs, &c. printed for the 
Sieur Merle,’”’ is a work which dif. 
plays: very entenfive reading, and 
critical acumen ; and tends to throw 
confiderable light on the firft peri- 
ods of. the French hiftory. One 
epinion, however, the author en- 
deavours to eftablifh, which man 
who are well verfed im ancient hit 
tory will pronounce hypothetical : 
that the Francs wheentered Gaul, 
were not a people of Germany, but 
a nation compofed of colonies, which 
Gaul herfelf had before, when too 
populous, fent eut; and which, 
laving preferved their religion, 
manners, and cuftoms, only re- 
turned to their ancient country.— 
M.. Poncel'\de la Graves’s “ Inter- 
efting Memoirs, relative to the Hif- 
torv of France, &c.’? will alfo fu 
pty the reader with much valuable 
information, as well as entertaining 
anecdotes. —The ‘ Chronological 
Abftra& of the Hiftory of France, 
from the Reign of Clovis to that of 
Lewis XIV. by Prefident Henault, 
continued to the Peace of 1763, by 
A. E, N..des Odoards-Fantin,”’ im 
two volumes, is.a publication of the 
fame fze and type with the prefi- 
dent’s work: and is executed in a 
judicious and pleafing manner. As 
an abitract it may be too full: but 
that is a circemftance which the 
reader will find no reafon to regret. 
— The “ Memoirs of the Duke of 
St. Sinan, relative to the Reign of 
Lewis XI Vth. and the earlicr Pe- 
riods of the fucceeding Reign,”’ com- 
tain many. details» and anecdotes; 
CQle 
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goncerning the wars and minifters 
of the French monarch, the in- 
trigues of his cabinet, his favourites 
and miftreffes; the ceremonial of 
his court, the incidents of his pri- 
vate life, his habits and manners, 
and other particulars that are highly 
gratifying to curiofity. They are 
extracted from the papers of a no- 
bleman, who was perfectly acquaint- 
ed with what pafled at the court of 
Lewis, and whofe character was 
of that kind that muft give a pecu- 
har degree of credit to his narra- 
tive. In a fupplement, the noble 
author draws a curious picture of 
the court of France, in the year 
1711; and defcrtbes the tone of 
manners and morals, which diftin- 
guifhed the moft celebrated ladies 
of that time.—The abbé Barthele- 
my’s ** Travels of young Anachar- 
fis into Greece, in the Middle of 
the fourth Century, before the vul- 
gar Aéra,”’ is a work on a plan en- 
tirely new, in which the defeéts or 
blemifhes are abundantly over-bal- 
lanced, by its great merits. Ana- 
charfis, a Scythian, is fuppofed to 
eome to Greece for inftruction in 
early youth; and in his old age, 
after the overthrow of the Perfian 
empire by Alexander, to write a 
hiftory of his travels. This con- 
tains an account of the Grecian 
manners, government, topography, 
and antiquities ; and a view of the 
Grecian hiftory preceding, and in 
his own time; and almoft every 
eircumftance neceffary to be known 
concerning that celebrated country 
and its inhabitants. But though 
this work is prefented to us under 
the veil of an agreeable fiction, its in- 
formation is genuine and authentic, 
and is conftantly fupported by a re- 
ference to the beft authorities. On 
the whole, the travels of Anachar- 
fis difplay the moft profound learn- 
ing, an intimate acquaintance with 
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the fubjeéts the author difcuffés, and 
an animation of language and fen- 
timent unknown to hifterians ; and 
crown the decliming years of the 
author with the moft {plendid ho- 
nours.—Count Carli’s ‘* American 
Letters,” are intended by the au- 
thor to be a continuation of the 
memoirs of Don Artonio de Ulloa, 
which were publifhed at Madrid im 
1772. This work difcovers much 
erudition and ingenuity ; and will 
help the curtous enquirer to man 
important facts, in elucidation 

a dithcult and obfcure fubjeét.—The 
‘* Hiftoricat and Political Enquiries 
concerning the United States of 
America, by a Citizen of Virginia,’® 
are publifhee with the view of cor- 
reéting the errors into which moft 
of the European writers have fallen, 
and to produce fuch a ftatement of 
the tranfactions of the. American 
provinces from their firft eftablith- 
ment to the prefent time, as may 
ferve as a bafis for future hiftorians 
to build on. The author of this 
work difcovers great acutenefs, 
learning, and genius. But he dif- 
covers, at the fame time, fo many 
fingularities anc prejudices, that we 
cannot recommend him as a judici- 
ous or faithful guide to other hifte- 
rians. 

In Biographical writing, there 
has been publifhed a “ Hiftory of 
the Members of the French Acade- 
my, who died between the Years 
1700 and 1771, in five Volumes,’” 
by the late M.d’Alembert. The 
eminence and various talents of the 
perfons celebrated, together with 
the wit, good tafte, and found cri- 
tictfm of the author, concur in ren- 
dering the eloges which compofe 
thefe volumes, a moft acceptable 
treat to the learned reader.—The 
‘« Life of the late celebrated Count 
Buffon, Lord of Montbar, &c.” 
contains few circumftances relating 
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to the deceafed naturalift, which are 
not generally known. The author’s 
incipal is to give an ana- 
yfis of fome of his works.—The 
abbé Néel’s “ Eulogium of Lewis 
XH. King of France, furnamed 
the Father of his People;’’ is an 
elegant and animated production, 
which richly merited the prize of 
ence beftowed on it by the 
French Academy. 

Among the publications which are 
to be referred to the head of Claffi- 
cal and Polite Literature, we find 
« A Treatife on the Arrangement of 
Words, tranflated from the Greck 
of Dionyfius Halicarnaffenfs ; with 
Reflections on the French Language, 
compared with the Greck, and the 
Tragedy of Polyeuttes of Corneille, 
with Remarks, by M. l’Abb: -Bat- 
teaux.’”? This work is a continua- 
tion of the author's Principles of 
Literature, which have received 
confiderable _ approbation. His 
tranflation of Dionytfius is faithful 
and elegant ;* and his remarks on 
Polyeuctes will not be unacceptable 
- the critical reader, notwithitand- 

ing that M. Voltaire has made the 
fame tragedy the fubject of his ob- 
fervations. Prefixed to this vo- 
lume is a letter written by the 
abbé to his nephews, a little before 
his death, giving fome account of 
his life, and of his writings.—The 
French tranflation of “* The Works 
of Lucian, after a Copy revifed and 
collated With fix Manufcripts 1 
the King’s Library; with hitto- 
rical and critical Remarks on the 
Text,” is a work of confiderable 
merit. The ftyle is clear, fimple, 
and eafy. The text is rendered 
with fidelity; and the notes will 
be found ufeful in elucidating ob- 
fcure or defective eg 
«“ Plan of the AEnei irgil, or 
Methodical Expofition of the @e- 
gouomy of that Poem, by M. Vi- 
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 caire, late Rector of the Univerfity» 


of Paris’? is a work which was the 
refult of a years application to 
the ftudy of Virgil. This expofi- 
tion opens with the obfervation, 
that the A&neid prefents to the read- 
er two different points of view ; 
the eftablifhment of the Trojan en 
pire in Italy, and the right of Au- 
=— to the Roman. Of thefe the 
ormer is the object of the poem, the 
latter of the poet. The laft light in 
which our author views the Akneid, 
is as an epic poem. In difc uffing 
thefe different fubjeéts, M. Vicaire 
has difplayed great learning and 
critical difcrimination ; and has il- 
luitrated his obfervations by a num- 
ber of learned and valuable notes. 
The whole of this work is written 
with uncommon prec ifion, and gives 
a very interefting view of t thi at cele- 
brated poem. —M. Daunon’s * Ef 
fay on the Influence of Boileau on 
French Literature,’’ is an elegant 
and judicious performance. His 
object is to thew, that M. Boileau 
pofleffed that found judgment, pu- 
rity of language, juitnets of appre- 
henfion, chat ity of fiyle, of ima- 
gins tion, of learning, and of tafte, 
which are neceflary qualiti les Ina 
writer who would reform the lite- 
rature of his nation. This object 
he has futliciently accomplifhed ; 
and, confequently, has eftablithed 
his inference, that his works form 
an epocha in the hiftory of French 
literature. 

We fhall now conclude our ac- 
count of the Literature of France, 
with mentioning the titles of fuch 
poems and novels as are reprefented 
to rife above the common level of 
fuch kind of publications. In the 
lift of the former we find * The 
Code of Nature, a Poem of Con- 
fufius, trantlated by P. Parennin, 
with a Commientary ;”? « An Epif- 


tle to Zulima, on the Dangeg:; 
to 
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to which the Love of Splendour 
expofes a Lady of moderate For- 
tune, by M. Morel, Profefior of 
Rhetoric at Aix ;’’ * Leopold of 
Brunfwick, a l’oem, by M. Mar- 
montel, Hiftoriographer of France, 
and perpetual Secretary to the 
French Academy ;” * The Or- 
chard, a Poem, by M. Fontanes ;” 
«¢ Erminia, in three Cantos, by M. 
de Lantier ;*’ ** Verfes by Count 
d’Aguilar ;”? and * Short Pieces, 
by M. A. Gaude.’? — Among the 
Novels of the vear, which have been 
fpoken of with fuperior praife are, 
© The Lovers of old Times, by 
Madame le Comteffe de Beauhar- 
nois, in three Volumes ;”? * Ef- 
tella, a paftoral Romance, by M. de 
Florian ;”’ ‘* Lalotte and Fanfan, 
or Adventures of two Children, 
abandoned on a defert Ifland, by 
M. Dueray de Minil;’’ and the 
s¢ New Arabian Tales.”’ 

With refpecé to the Literature of 
Spain, our Information is but very 
imperfect. Our readers, neverthe- 
Jefs, will be able to form fome idea 
of the progrefs which that country 
is making in jmprovement, from 
attending to the fubjeéts of the 
following works, which appeared 
there during the year 1788.—At 
Madrid were publifhed, ‘* Impar- 
tial Reflections on the Humanity 
of the Spaniards in the Indies, in 
Anfwer to pretended Philofophers 
and Politicians, and by Way of 11- 
luftrating the Hiftories of Raynal 
and Robertfon, tranflated from the 
Italian of the abbé Juan Nuix, by 
Don Pedro Varela y Ulloa, with 
Notes.”? Thefe advocates of their 
countrymen’s humanity aflert, that 
all that has been faid on their cruel- 
ty and tyranny is without founda- 
tion; that were it true, they did 
much lefs than was juftifiable by cir- 
cumftances, or ihan any other peo- 
ple would have done in fituations 


nearly firilar; and that, after all, 
the vanquifhed have noright tocom- 
plain, the good they have done to 
them having amply compenfated 
the ill, We make no remarks on 
thefe aflertions, but leave them to 
their pioper operation on the minds 
of our readers. — At the fame place 
has been publifhed * The Ecclefi- 
aftical Hiftory of Spain, by P. E- 
menuel Rifco, of the Order of St. 
Auguftin.’? This volume is a con- 
tinustion of a work which has 
employed that ingenious author for 
a confiderable time paft, and con- 
tains memoirs of the church of 
Leon, with an appendix, contain- 
ing various documents relative to 
the particular hiftory of that ‘city 
and its church, and the general 
hiftory of the kingdom.— Nearly 
connected alfo with the fame fub- 
jeét, is the following work, which 
has appeared about the fame time : 
** The Criminal Procefs againft P. 
Froylan Diaz, of the Order of Do- 
minicians, Confeffor to Charles II. 
and nominated tu the Bifhoprick of 
Avila, which began in 1698, and 
was ended in 1704; with an hifto- 
rical Account of the State of that 
Monarchy, and its Government.” 
—Nor have the Spaniards been in- 
attentive to Navaland Military Tac- 
tics. At Madrid have been publith- 
ed, a work * On Navigation, by 
Don Jof. de Mendoza,”’ of which 
it is faid to treat fully and com- 
pletely ; “* A Difcourfe on ancient 
and modern Naval Architeéture ;”” 
and ‘** Military Principles, in which 
are explained the fubterranean Opes 
rations of War, &c. by D. Raye 
mond Sanz,” knight of the so 
of St. James, and colonel in the 
regiment of artillery.—In Philofo- 
ed and Natural Hiftory, the fol- 
owing publications are worthy of 
attention: ‘ The Elements of Che- 
miftry, by Meff. Morveau, Maret, 

and 
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Durande, tranflated by D. Mel- 
poe de Guardia yt l, 
with. Notes, from the Chemical 
Courfe the. Laboratory at 
Madrid ;" Phyfical and 

Hidtory of the Principality 
Afturia, written by D. Gafpard 
» firkt Ph ~ to he mines 5 
“ong were n. Garcia Se- 
lano, Ph n aa Royal Fa- 
amily; fix numbers of * Poli- 

‘and Occonomical Memoirs on 
ghe Productions, Mines, Commerce, 
and Manufactures of Spain ;’’ which 
have been publithed periodically. _ 
‘The curadher of the Spaniards, 


Jikewife, for genius and ingenuity, 
has been sinasested by M. Boffarte, 


én his “ Spanith Licerary Cabinet,”’ 
widehigoseninn a kind of hiftory of 
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of Spanifh painters, with Antonio 


Rimon, who died in 1500. After 
him comes a copious lift of artifts 
of merit, both painters and fculp- 
tors. Among the former he diftin- 
ifhes Velafquet for ftyle, Ribalta 
or defign, Cano for grace, and 
Femandes for freedom of manner, 
mong the latter, he points out Gre- 

oe ernandes, Don Pietro Mena, 
ietro Roldan, his daughter Luigia 
Roldan, and Giufeppe Mena.—We 
are alfo informed, that the fpirit of 
improvement has extended from 
Spain to her diftant colonies; and 


that an academy of the fine arts 
has been lately eftablithed at Mexico, 


the dire@tor and prefident of which 
is M. Solma, who is weil known to 
an artift, by feveyal 


the world as, 


he rts in, particulasl juit- ant works. 
sng, The a av Suhon begs his ye “1€8 eg 
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